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IN REPLY REFER TO: 

4700 
(NV-033) 

MAY 2 9 1985 

Ms. Dawn Y. Lappin, Director 
Wild Horse Organized Assistance 
P.O. Box 555 
Reno, Nevada 89504 

Dear Mrs. Lappin: 

I am replying to your letter dated May 2, 1985, which contained comments 
concerning the Draft Flani an-Fort Sa_ge Wild Horse Removal Plan and 
Environmental Assessment. -- - - -- _____.. 

First, the reason Carson City District entitles Wild Horse Removal Plans as 
removal plans and not gather plans is because the Washington Office Wild 
Horse and Burro Program Guidance (Instruction Memorandum No. 83-289, 
Change 2, dated August 29, 1983) refers to removal plans. 

Numbers of Wild Horses III 

There are many possible reasons why the actual numbers of horses removed 
from the herd areas mentioned were different than BLM's estimates. However, 
until further studies can pinpoint the reason, Carson City will in the 
future use only actual counts for purposes of removal plans and removal 
contracts. 

Claiming IV 

The occurrence of trespass animals will be determined during the capture 
operations and appropriate action will be taken. We will provide you with 
this information following the removal and upon your request. 

Capture Operations V 

Limitations on the distance wild horses can be brought to a trap depends on 
a variety of factors and cannot be specified in a removal plan. The topog­
raphy, rate-of-movement, temperature, etc., all influence the distance wild 
horses can be brought. However, these factors cannot be foreseen prior to 
the actual removal operations. Therefore, the BLM employee on site must 
judge these factors and the condition of the animals upon trapping. If the 
employee sees a problem, he will bring the matter to the attention of the 
contractor for correction. 



---

Roping is kept to a minimum in most circumstances, however, in areas planned 
for total removal, roping is necessary. Once a horse has spilled from a 
trap, he has realized that a trap exists and that he can escape under the 
helicopter. The animal can no longer be herded with the helicopter. Io a 
total removal area, the only alternative is to rope these spilled horses. 

Responsibility VII 

The Nevada State Office Contracting Specialist has developed a new "Basis 
for Payment" (enclosed) which addresses your concern about delivery of live 
animals. 

As mentioned above, the BLM employee on site can determine from the 
condition of the animals if they were brought in too fast or too far. 

Destruction VIII 

During the capture operation, an animal may become seriously injured and 
must be destroyed as an act of mercy. Should this be necessary, the animal 
will be destroyed with a large caliber rifle. 

Safety X 

As mentioned above, roping is sometimes necessary. 

Temperature 

There is a specification (l.,c.) regarding temperature in the enclosed 
Invitiation for Bid. 

Assessment 

Any collared horses captured at Flanigan will be released to remain in the 
herd area. 

In reference to "primarily grazed by wild horses," the Carson City District 
has conducted utilization studies in areas of the Flanigan Herd Area prior 
to livestock turnout. Therefore, documentation does exist. 

The Flanigan Herd Area is scheduled for a census on June 6, 1985. 
census results shall be available the week of June 10th. You may 
Mike Phillips, Lahontan Area Manager, for the results that week. 
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The 
contact 
Enclosed 
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is an Invitation for Bid (IFB) for the Garfield Flat Wild Horse Removal. 
The specifications contained in this IFB are very similar to those proposed 
for the Flanigan-Ft. Sage Wild Horse Removal. 

Enclosures: 
Sample Basis for Payment 
Garfield Flat Wild Horse Removal IFB 

cc: 
State Director, Nevada (NV-930) without/enclosures 



-

M£. Dawn Y. Lappin, Director 
~ild Horse Organized Assistanc~ 
P.O. &x 555 
Reno, Nevada 89504 

Dear Mra. Lappin: 

4700 
(ffi'-033) 

MAY 2 9 ·1985 

. 
... ' .• 

I am replying to your letter .dated May 2. 1985. which contained comt.lentl 
concerning the Draft Flanigan-Fort Sage Wild Horse Removal Plan and 
Envfromnental Assesseent. 

First, the re8eon Carson City District entitles Wild Boree Removal Plans a• 
re~oval .plane end not gather plans ts because the Washington Office ~ild 
llorse .and Burro Prop,raD1 Guidance (Instruction Memorandum No. 83-289. 
Chanf?e .2, dated AuRuSt 19 1 1983) refers to r.emov.el plllns. 

• '! 

Nu~bers of Wild P.orses III 

'.rheri ~re many possible cea&ona why the actual nW!I f'Ts of horses removed 
froa the herd areae ~entioned were ~ifferent t han BI.M's estitnt1te&. However, 
until further studi e s can pinpoint the re eaon. Carson City will in the 
fu1:_~re uae .only actual c.ount• for purpos I of re1Doval plans and r e.111oval 
contract•~ · 

i, I ' 

...... ! :.,t,. 
Claiaing lV 

Tbe occurrence of trespus ani■als vill be determined during the capture 
opera'tiona and appropriate action will be taken. We will provide you with 
tbi• 1nforutioD followins the re.oval and upon your request • . 

Capture Dperationc V 

Limitations on the distance wild hora~a can be brought to• trap depen~s on 
a ••riety of factor• and cannot be specified in a removal plan. The topog­
raphy. rate-of-u.ovement, temperature, etc., all influence the distance wild 
boraea can be brou,ht. However, these factor• cannot be foreseen prior to 
the actual removal operations. Therefore, .the BLM employee on site ,auat 
judre these factors end the c.oncBUoo of the anh1ala upon trapping. If the 
employee ee~s • proble~, be will bring the matter to the attention of the 
contractor for correction. 



~ I •· J ,. .. , 

·" 

ltoping ia kept to a minimum in moat ci-rcu.atances, hovever. in area.a plauned 
for total reaoval, roping i■ necessary. Once a horse has spilled froa a 
trap, he baa realiEed that a trap exiats and that be can escape under tbe 
helicopt•r• The animal can no longer be herded vith the helicopter. In a 
total reaoval area. the only alternative 11 to rope theee •pilled bor1e1. 

leeponaibility VII 
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The Nevada State Office Contracting Specialist has developed a new •1aa1a 
for Payment• (enclosed) which addressee your concern about delivery of live 
ani111ala. 

A8 mentioned above, the JLM esployee on aite can determine from the 
condition of the animals if they were brought 1n too fa•t or too far. 

Destruction VIII 

During the capture operation. an ani11a.l may become ■eriously injured and 
muat be destroyed•• an act of aercy. Should thie be necessary. the animal 
wfll be destroyed vith a large caliber rifle. 

Safety X 

A.a 111entioned above, roping 11 sometimes neceaaary. 

Temperature 

There 11 • specification (1 •• c.) regarding temperature in the enclosed 
Invitiation for Bid. 

Aaseaaaent 

L Any collared horse■ captured at Flanigan will be released to remain in the 
herd area. 

In reference to •primarily gra~ed by vild horse•,• the Careon City District 
/ _.:{: ha1 conducted utilisation etudie■ in areas of the Flanigan Herd Area prior 
Y to livestock turnout. Therefore, docuaeotat1on does exiat. 

The flan1gan Herd Area 1• acheduled for a census on June 6 1 1985. The 
census result• aball be available the veek cf June 10th. You may contact 
Mike Fhillipa, Lahonten Area Manager, for the results that veek. !ncloeed 
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1• an Invitation for Bid (IFE) for the Garfield Flat Wild Bora& leaoval. 
Tbe specifications contained in thia IFB are very aimilar to those proposed 
for the Flanigan-Ft. Sage Wild Horse lemoval. 

Enclosure1s 
Sample !asia for Payment 
Garfield Plat Wfld Horse Re~oval IFB 

cc: 

Sincerely youra, 

1iff THOMAS 1. OWEN 

Tboaae J. OveD 
District Manager 

State Director. Nevad~ (NV-930) without/enclosures 

,1. 'S 

.· .. 



1. Payment shall be made for Schedule Items No. la and 2a at the Unit Price 
shown on the Bid Schedule for the number of animals captured by helicopter 
trapping which have been 1) delivered live to Palomino Valley, (Reno), Nevada 
or, 2) killed or destroyed at the Government's direction) without any fault .ot 
negligence on the part of the contractor or his employees. The contractor · · 
shall not be entitled to payment for any animals which are killed or destroyed 
due to the fault or negligence on the part of the contractor or his employees. 

2. Payment shall be made for Schedule Items No. lb and 2b at the Unit Price 
shown on the Bid Schedule for the feeding and care of those animals which have 
been 1) delivered live to Palomino Valley, (Reno), Nevada or, 2) killed or 
destroyed (at the Government's direction) without any fault or negligence on 
the part of the contractor or his employees. The contractor shall not be 
entitled to payment for any animals which are killed or destroyed due to the 
fault or negligence on the part of the contractor or his employees, 

3. Payment shall be made for Schedule Items No. le and 2c at the Unit Price 
shown on the Bid Schedule for those animals which have been transported and 
1) delivered live to Palomino Valley, (Reno), Nevada or, 2) killed or 
destroyed (at the Government's direction) without any fault or negligence of 
the contractor or his employees. The contractor ~hall not be entitled to 
payment for any animal which is killed or destroyed due to the fault or 
negligence on the part of the contractor or his employees. 

4. Payment shall be made for Schedule Items No. ld and 2d based on each 
flying hour ordered and received (to the nearest 1/10) at the Unit Price shown 
on the Bid Schedule. 
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