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Oan Russell has livestock grazing privilegei on allotments that encompass 
three -wild horse herd areas in the Ely District, including Monte Cristo, 
Sund Springs, a,1d Buck and Bald. 

Tho Nonte Cristo herd area has .an approved wi l<l horse management plan 
which sets 96 horses ~s the optimum level for management. An in 1umtory 
fo 11 owing a 1983 ga tharf ng shmred :325 horses remaining. The extreme 1 y 
poor gathering tesu lts ( 40 head captured) were because of the time of 
yedr, August. Monte Cristo is second priol·ity in the Ely District for t1 
wild horse gathertng In 1935, 

The Sand Springs herd area covers .an ,1l1otment with twelve 1 ive·Hock oper­
ators, including Russell. A 1983 inventory showed 300 horses in the areii. 
Wo currently have no plans to gather this area. 

The third herd are.a., Suck and Bald, is probably one of the most comph~x 
and controvers ia 1 <1reas in Nev add. four major uses are bef ng made in this 
~rea, including wild horses, livestock, mining and wildlife. This area is 
the winter range for the Ruby Mc1.mt~in herd, tho lar~1est deer herd in Nev­
adiL The area a 1 so has two I arge open-pit disseminated go 1d mines 3nd an 
enonnous 4BIOUnt of exploration. l'he l 983 invtmtory for horses w,H 1185 
head. Odn Russell 1s Preference is 23,995 AUNs for the arfM. 

During the 1974 claiming period 940 private horses wt?re removed from this 
area. A 1978 inventory shotted 700-1100 horses. A 1980 inventory showed 
1200 he.ad. but 489 were gathen.>d later th .. 1t yedr. 1981 counts showed 39t 
horses and c1 Fa 1 l 1982 count showed 11H5 horses . 

A supplonental chim for 1.000 horse-; wa.1 made by R.i.ymond Roselund in l9H3, 
A Oistt•ict Ma11a9er's Final Decision said this wils not a valid d-1iin. l'his 
dec,i:s,tan ws ap11C£led and 111!1 l be b~rd befuu ao Admhlistrative Law ... .u.,IUJm~1g.._e~-­
i n 1 ate June, 1934 . 

In 1930~81, Oan Russell I iccnsoo 19 .303 AUMs, 13 t57l Allt4s tn 1981-82 ~ 
13,3ll AlJMs in 1932~83, m1d 17,017 Al.th in 1983·84. Mr. Russell has also 
recently acquired {.1n old sheep operation in this area and ha-s roquu:;;ted 
converting 10,550 AlfMs fran sheep to c,1ttle. The Ohtrict M.inager's Pr•o .. 
posed oecision allowed some conversion, but reje<;ted other portion~ of the 
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request ~ Jrtdications from Mr. Russe11 's. attor11ey are that a protest will 
be- filed. Ru~sell has had an exc.ecdingly difHcu1t time with p1-r1()er-live­
stock 111ana9ement. He has been unable to 1nov(t catt lR at appropriate times, 
r~sultiog fo ovet·~u~e of his wintet and Sf}riog range. He has paid tres­
passes the pa~t two Ytlan. after- being unable to control livestock drift 
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J\s. 1 ivestock and wild hor!-es have inc1·ea!.ed. ava'i lab le forage on s.OOPer 
range is decreasing, thus forcing wild horses and livestock to accelerate 
utiliiation of winter fornge, especially browse species, into ~r- itnd 
fall. 1his has severely reduced the foragf: available for deer- when the 
herd UlCJVe!> onto thE:· \>rinter ranfJe. 

H1ere h4ve been nt1nerous ilttanpts to reach cm agre011ent of all invo1\led parties~ 
but most a,·e unwilling to ~;upport r·eductions of ce-rtain species. fm• fear --
that nt111bers of another ~pecies will increase. When NIXM representativ~s 
were asked about holding deer numb~rs to existing levels, their response was 
that they would rather see the deer starve to death than to unilaterally hold 
to current numbers, After an informal agreement between Russell and Dawn 
Lappin (WilOA) We.ls reached which would reduce hor-ses and 1 ivestock, Russell's 
attorney decliM><l to enter into a fonual agre~ent. saying they would rather 
fight it out in court than r1.1nove livestock. Upon hearing this ~frs '. Lat>Pin 
would not agree to bl\Y gathering, since she believes Russell would put more 
livestock on the range. 

lhere is a great deal of distrust ~nd unwillingness to ~ork together among 
these groups and until this Clio be ov~rcome, prospects for final resolution 
of these conflicts appear dim. Buck and Bald is first r,riority in the Ely 
Oistrict for wild horse gilthering in 1985. 

A 1985 wi1d horse gathering is bad1y needed to help alleviate the resource 
damage occur-ring, but it may in another sense be n concession to Russell 
that could hurt our position in arriving at <' long term agreement \otith the 
wi1d horse groups. 
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