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Dear Mr. Smith:

Thank you for granting the Animal Protection Institute the
opportunity to participate in the planning for the Wilson
Creek Allotment. We regret that we're unable to have a
staff member at the meeting to take part in the discussions
of the consensus process. We realize our absence presents
a hindrance to that process.

However, we do appreciate being able to participate since
API represents 170,000 individuals who are vitally
interested in the protection and conservation of our public
lands. We are specifically concerned with the protection
of wild horses and their habitat. But our concerns also
include the ongoing provision of wildlife habitat and
natural environments in their optimum ecological state for
the enjoyment, appreciation, and (direct and/or indirect)
usage by hikers, photographers, campers, bird watchers,
nature lovers and others who benefit from the existence of
these lands.

There is rising alarm amongst our members that continued
overgrazing by and overstocking of domestic livestock is
the prime cause of poor ecological conditions and in many
places continued downward trends.

We, therefore, take a very strong view of the need to
pinpoint cause of damage and take effective remedial
management action.
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It is our experience that the continued reductions in the
wild horse population have had no significant impact on the
ecological conditions of the areas from which they've been

removed.

Our understanding of the public land laws is that the
intent is for remedial action. In this regard, remedies
need to be based directly on defining actual cause of

damage.

We believe that the ‘optimum number of wild horses and other
native species (elk, bighorn, mule deer, and pronghorn) can
only be established as the result of monitoring and
utilization data that is based on specific impact of each
grazing species on the land. With regard to wild horses,
we agree with and request full implementation of 4710.4 and

4710.5 in Regulations that state:

4710.4 Management of wild horses and burros
shall be at the minimum level...

4710.5 If necessary to provide habitat for wild
horses or burros to implement herd management
actions or to protect wild horses or burros to
implement herd management actions or to protect
wild horses from disease, harassment or injury
the authorized officer may close appropriate
areas of the public lands to grazing use by all

or a particular kind of livestock.

We do not agree that reseeding in areas of downward trend
within a wild horse use area is an effective or appropriate
remedial management option where damage is the result of
uneven distribution of livestock--e.g., congregating near
water sources when it is the nature of cattle to congregate
near water sources. The preservation of wetlands and riparian
habitat is of priority concern. But the remedial action to
protect riparian lands within a wild horse use area should be
closure to livestock (4710.5) rather than fencing as a first

consideration.

We oppose the number of fences on the public lands that
service livestock usage while discouraging other users.
Within designated wild horse use areas where fences impede
wild horses and wildlife as well as hinder rather than
enhance true multiple usage we are definitely opposed and
feel fences should be removed from within wild horse areas.
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We are in agreement with the Monitor Elk Herd Management
Plan.

Again we regret that we are unable to attend the local
meetings for the Wilson Creek Allotment planning and again
thank you for granting us this opportunity to respond with

written comments.
Sincerely,

Y )il /U/QM |

. Nancy hitaker
Progzam Assistant
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