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Prepared for: Hal Bybee, ADM-Renewable Resources, Ely District
SUBJECT: - Ely District Drought Briefing Paper s October 1996
A. Introduction

The Ely District drought effort was initiated in June 1996. Field tours were initiated for the purposes of
assessing drought conditions. Areas which were visited first were those areas which included both wild horse
herd management areas and allotments where livestock grazing was authorized. Based upon the findings of the
field observations which focused on forage condition and availability, water availability and animal condition, a
determination was then made regarding the necessity to close allotments or portions of allotments to livestock,
and to remove wild horses under drought emergency. The criteria used to determine the necessity to close
allotments and remove wild horses was based on direction provided in Ely District Instruction Memorandum
NV-040-96-04.

The procedures for closing allotments was not the same for all allotments. Where drought conditions did exist in
areas which included both a portion of a herd management area (HMA) and an allotment, the areas were closed
to livestock grazing where grazing use was authorized at the time. To date, Notice of Closure Agreements have
been issued for the Oak springs Allotment located within the Delamar HMA, the Sheep Flat Allotment located
within the Clover Mtns. HMA and Dry Lake Use Area located within the Dry Lake HMA. A Notice of Closure
for allotments located within the White River and Seaman HMA's was not issued since a gather was previously
scheduled. However, the permittees agreed to remove livestock from drought areas within HMA's and to not
turnout until it is determined that the drought closure can be lifted. Where drought conditions did not exist
particularly by pastures within allotments, these areas were not closed to livestock grazing use nor were wild
horses removed from these areas. Where livestock were not authorized in a pasture or allotment where wild
horses were to be removed, notice of closures were not issued. Grazing use will not be authorized this fall
within allotments or portions of allotments in those areas where drought conditions persist until it has been
determined that the criteria to lift the closure has been met. Field inspections will occur prior to spring turnout.
(Refer to the attached Ely District 1996 Drought Status Table and Drought Chronology for further information).

The criteria applied to determine the number of wild horses to remove and the number to gather was not the
same for all herd management areas. For those herd management areas administered by the Caliente Field
Station, the method applied to establish numbers remaining in the HMA was based on gathering wild horses
within specific areas or allotment pastures within an HMA where drought existed. ‘In those areas where drought
did not exist, wild horses were not gathered. Therefore the wild horses that remain are those in the drought free
portions of the HMA's. For those herd management areas administered by the Ely District Office the procedure
was that wild horses were removed from the affected drought areas within the HMA. Wild horses were removed
down to the appropriate management level (AML) established for the HMA through the multiple use decision
process. In the case of the White River and Seaman HMA's, these HMA's had a previously scheduled gather
planned for October 1996 and were gathered during the emergency gathers based on this plan. Gathers in these
HMA's was initiated in September 1996. Even though wild horses were to be removed based on a scheduled
gather, a field inspection was completed which indicated that drought conditions existed. Livestock were
therefore removed from the areas to be gathered. However, a Notice of Closure was not issued, rather portions
of the allotment will be closed through grazing authorization. (For further explanation, see the Specific
Procedures Applied by HMA section below).

B. Specific Procedures Applied by Herd Management Area
Delamar HMA

The Notice of Closure Agreement was signed by the permittees for the Oak Springs Allotment on August 15,
1996. Grazing use was previously authorized in the allotment and allotment inspection indicated that severe




drought conditions exist. Therefore closure to livestock was required. For the protection of the vegetation and
watershed the western 1/3 of pasture 4 of Oak Springs Allotment is temporarily closed to livestock grazing.
Wild horses were gathered from pasture 1. The gather for this HMA began August 23, 1996. A Notice of Final
Decision Full Force and Effect and Emergency Gather Plan were signed 8/16/96 and is still in progress An
AML has not been established for this HMA.

Clover Mountains HMA

The Notice of Closure Agreement was signed by the permittees for the Sheep Flat Allotment on August 13, 1996.
Grazing use was previously authorized in the allotment and allotment inspection indicated that severe drought
conditions exist. Therefore closure to livestock was required. Pastures 1,2 and 3 of the Sheep Flat Allotment are
temporarily closed to livestock grazing. Grazing use will take place in pastures 4, 5 and 6. A Notice of Final
Decision Full Force and Effect and Emergency Gather Plan were signed 8/16/96. An AML has not been
established for this HMA. The gather for this HMA began August 12, 1996 and is still in progress. The
Crossroads Allotment which is outside the Clover Mountains HMA will also be gathered. This was gathered
since the allotment is a non-HMA and a documented emergency exists.

Meadow Valley Mountains HMA

A Notice of Closure was not issued for the Henrie Complex Allotment. Closure is still in effect froma *
previously issued closure decision due to fire. A Notice of Final Decision Full Force and Effect and Emergency
Gather Plan was signed 8/16/96. The gather for this HMA began August 28, 1996. An AML has not been
established for this HMA. The Breedlove Allotment which is outside the Meadow Valley Mountains HMA was
also gathered. This was gathered since the allotment is a non-HMA and a documented emergency exists.

Ll

Dry Lake HMA

The Notice of Closure Agreement was signed by the permittees for the Dry Lake/Thorely Use Area of the Wilson
Creek Allotment on August 13, 1996. Fall/Winter grazing use was previously authorized in the allotment and
inspection of the Dry Lake/Thorely Use Area indicated that severe drought conditions exist. This portion of the
Dry Lake HMA was gathered based on emergency conditions but it is under the Standard Gather Plan, EA and
DR/FONSI issued 5/28/93. The gather for this HMA began in late September. The Final Multiple Use Decision
(FMUD) established a wild horse AML for this portion of the HMA of 94 wild horses plus or minus 15 percent.
The AML remained after the removal.

White River HMA

This HMA had a Scheduled Gather planned for this October 1996. The standard gather plan, EA and DR/FONSI
were signed 8/26/96. The gather for this HMA began in mid September. Wild horses were gathered from the
Hardy Springs Allotment. A Notice of Closure was not issued for either allotment since a gather was previously
scheduled. However, based on documented drought conditions and field inspections, the permittee has agreed to
remove cattle from portions of the Hardy Springs allotment which was previously authorized for grazing use to
October 1, 1996. Beginning October 1, 1996, the portion of the allotment within the HMA will not be
authorized for grazing use. Allotment drought assessments indicated that severe grazing on winterfat sites within
the HMA was occuring by wild horses causing vegetative resource damage. Due to drought emergency the
gather will begin in September rather than October as scheduled. The FMUD's for the Hardy Springs, Duckwater
and North Cove Allotments set the AML for a large portion of the HMA. The allotment evaluations for the
Wells Station Allotment and the Cove Allotment recommend the AML's be set at 14 horses yearlong, and 42
horses yearlong respectively for both allotments. This figure has been added to the AML established previously
through the evaluation/decision process for the three other allotments. Therefore, the AML for the entire White
River HMA would be 90 wild horses plus or minus 15 percent. The AML remained after the removal. Wild
horses were removed to the lower AML range number.




Seaman HMA

This HMA had a Scheduled Gather planned for this October 1996. The standard gather plan, EA and DR/FONSI.
were signed 8/26/96. The gather for this HMA began early September. Wild horses were gathered from the
Sunnyside, Forest Moon, Timber Mountain, Needles and Fox Mtn. Allotments. A Notice of Closure was not
issued for the various allotments since a gather was previously scheduled. However, all permittees agreed that no
livestock would be turned out within the HMA. Based on documented drought conditions and field inspections,
the permittees have agreed-to reduce their numbers of livestock, haul water and not graze drought impacted areas
within the Seaman Herd Management Area and utilize areas outside the HMA. One permittee has agreed to
remove cattle from portions of the Sunnyside Allotment which was previously authorized for grazing use to
October 1, 1996. Beginning October 1, 1996, portions of the allotment will be closed through grazing
authorizations. Bi-weekly or monthly inspections will be conducted in those areas open for livestock grazing.
John Gurley has taken total nonuse for the Forest Moon Allotment, therefore a Notice of Closure is not needed.
Allotment inspections indicated that severe drought conditions exist on portions of the allotments, within the
HMA. Due to documented drought conditions an emergency gather will begin in September rather than October
as scheduled. Assessment of the area indicated that forage vigor in general was below average in Coal Valley
but there was sufficient carry over dry forage in some areas that have been rested. The Forest Moon Allotment
and a portion of the Sunnyside Allotment are located within this Seaman HMA. The FMUD for both allotments
established an AML for those portions of the HMA within the boundaries of both allotments. The Seaman
Allotment PMUD was issued August 30, 1996 for Oreana Springs, Timber Mountain, North Hiko Six Mile,
Middle Coal Valley, Bird Springs, Coal Valley, Needles, Seaman Springs, W. Timber Mtn., East Water Gap,
and Fox Mountain Allotments which set the total AML for the Seaman HMA at 159 wild horses yearlong plus or
minus 15 percent. The AML remained after the removal. Wild horses were removed to the lower AML range
number,

Highland Peak HMA

The Highland Peak, Bennett Spring, Klondike, Black Canyon and Ely Spring-Sheep Allotments are located within
this HMA. Only winter sheep use is authorized on these allotments. Therefore, a Notice of Closure was not
issued. Forage condition and availability will be checked prior to authorizing grazing use for winter turnout.
Wild horses were also removed from the Ely Springs-Cattle Allotment which is a non-HMA area. Cattle are
authorized during-the period (10/15 - 5/15) but not in the area wild horses will be gathered. A Notice of Final
Decision Full Force and Effect and Emergency Gather Plan were signed 8/26/96. An AML has not been
established for this HMA.

Miller Flat HMA

Allotment inspection indicates that severe drought conditions exist on the Sheep Springs and Rabbit Springs
Allotments located within this HMA. Both allotments are in nonuse status therefore allotment closure is not
needed. Field inspection did not indicate drought conditions on the Oak Wells Allotment portion of the HMA.
No cattle are authorized on the Oak Wells allotment during the wild horse gather period. A Notice of Final
Decision Full Force and Effect and Emergency Gather Plan were signed 8/26/96. An AML has not been
established for this HMA.

Wilson Creek HMA

Wild horses were removed from the Fortification Range portion of the HMA. Water supply at the two springs
which normally supply water was extremely limited for the number of wild horses in the area. Water availability
for wild horses was dependent upon water well pumping by the permittee. The Patterson Seeding of the Wilson
Creek was also gathered since this is a non-HMA. The gather for this HMA began September 27, 1996 and was
completed September 29, 1996. An AML of 150 wild horses plus or minus 15 percent was established as per
the Wilson Creek Allotment FMUD. The AML remained after the removal and were only removed from a
small portion of the HMA and a wild horse free area.




C. Criteria to be Applied to Lift Livestock Closures.

Criteria used to determine opening the areas will be based on that criteria identified in The Notice of Closure
Agreements in addition to IM-NV-040-04. This criteria will also apply to all areas where wild horses were
removed and those areas where livestock use is authorized outside HMAs. Prior to authorizing further grazing
use, allotment and HMA inspections will be conducted to assess range suitability, forage suitability and condition
and range readiness. Those interested publics-who participated in the drought assessment tours will be consulted
prior to issuance of a grazing authorization.

D. Procedures for Establishing Future AML.

This will continue to be accomplished through the allotment evaluation and multiple use decision process. HMAs
will continue to be the top priorities for the Ely District.

E. Further Actions

Based on forage and water availability and field conditions observed to date as a result of drought monitoring and
documentation, if drought continues, the probability is very good that the Ely District will continue to close
allotments or portions of allotments to livestock grazing. In addition based on forage and water availability and
the poor nutritional value of the forage particularly where last years forage is the only forage available,
emergency wild horse gathers will also continue. We will continue to field check allotments and herd =
management areas throughout the remainder of the 1996 grazing year. As of August 23, 1996, approximately 30
allotments and 14 herd management areas have been visited and monitored for drought conditions. Field
inspections of herd management areas and allotments will be conducted for the purposes of continually
monitoring the condition of wild horses for signs of stress related to drought conditions, in addition to forage and
water availability.

. The emphasis for field inspections for the remainder of the grazing year will include the following:

1. Herd Management Areas
2.  Fall turnout areas
3.  Areas previously checked where it is anticipated that forage and water availability will dictate the need

for further closures and/or emergency wild horse gathers.
4.  Grazing year 1997 turnout.

Following are the Ely District additional herd management areas potentially needing to be gathered under the
Drought Emergency Removal effort: _

Mormon Mountains Wilson Creek
Blue Nose Peak Sand Springs East
Clover Creek ~ Monte Cristo
Applewhite Jakes Wash

Litte Mountain

Deer Lodge Canyon

Rattlesnake

This is not necessarily a priority listing . Priorities for gathers may be dictated by the extent of drought
conditions. Priorities and schedules may or may not change based on the extent of drought conditions.




ELY DISTRICT 10/1/96
1996 DROUGHT STATUS TABLE
Herd Management Area | Gather Plan and Final | Gather Started Notice of Closure Allotment Number
Decision Issued Gather Complete | Agreement Removed
Clover Mountains Signed 8/16/96 3/ 8/21/96 Signed 8/12/96 Sheep Flat (HMA) 27
Crossroads (Non-HMA) 23
F Delamar Signed 8/16/96 3/ 8/23/96 Signed 8/15/96 Oak Springs (HMA) 61
Meadow Valley Mitns. Signed 8/16/96 . 3/ 8/28/96 Closed by 1993 Fire Henrie Complex (HMA) l 40
9/2/96 Closure Decision Breedlove (Non-HMA) 24
White River Signed 8/26/96 9/5/96 Scheduled Gather Hardy Springs 277
(Standard Gather Plan, 9/7/96 Closed through Sunnyside
EA and DR/FONSI) grazing authorization
Seaman Signed 8/26/96 9/8/96 Scheduled Gather Forest Moon 266
(Standard Gather Plan, 9/14/96 Closed through Sunnyside
EA and DR/FONSI) grazing authorization
Dry Lake Signed 5/28/93 9/15/96 Signed 8/13/96 Sunnyside 220
(Standard Gather Plan, 9/20/96 Wilson Creek
EA and DR/FONSI)
Highland Peak Signed 8/26/96 3/ 9/21/96 Winter Sheep Use 1/ Highland Peak, Bennet Sp., 12
Klondike, Black Canyon, Ely
Spring-Sheep
Ely Spring-Cattle (Non-HMA)
Miller Flat Signed 8/26/96 3/ 9/23/96 Nonuse Status Sheep Spring 99
Rabbit Spring
Wilson Creek Signed 9/27/96 9/27/96 Nonuse Status 2/ Wilson Creek (Non-HMA) © 50
: 9/29/96 Geyser Ranch (Fortifications) 45
Little Mountain Signed 9/27/96 3/ 10/1/96
1L
1/ An allotment inspection will be conducted prior to authorizing winter sheep use. .

2/ Water was pumped by the permittee during a period when Pasture 3 of the Geyser Ranch Allotment was rested. Water supply at the two springs
which normally supply water was extremely limited for the number of wild horses in the area.
3/ Still in progress




10.

11.

12.

13,

June 20, 1996

June 1996

June 20, 1996
June 24, 1996
July 8, 1996

July 8, 1996

July 22, 1996

August 7, 1996 -

August 12, 1996
August 13, 1996

August 15, 1996

August 15, 1996

August 9, 1996

October 1, 1996
(Updated)

ELY DISTRICT
Chronology of Events Associated With the 1996 Drought

Drought letter sent to Ely District Permittees and interested public mailing list.

Ely District held a meeting with the White Pine County Emergency Board to
coordinate an interagency cooperative effort to mitigate any impacts on livestock
operators that depend on public lands due to potential drought conditions. BLM begins
to coordinate with emergency boards and N-4 Board on "Receiving End" relief.

Lincoln County Emergency Board sends drought letter to livestock producers informing
them of the cooperative effort to lessen the financial impact of potential drought ‘
induced reductions..

White Pine County Emergency Board sends drought letter to livestock producer
informing them of the cooperative effort to lessen the financial impact of potent;al
drought induced reductions.

Instruction Memorandum NV-040-96-04, Ely District Drought Policjl and Guidance
became effective. Includes Drought Indicator Checklist for evaluating drought
conditions.

During the week of July 8, Ely District contacts Public Outreach List for drought
notification. (List attached) Drought monitoring table established for Caliente Field
Station. Monitoring was prioritized based on herd management areas, forage
availability and water availability. (See attached Table)

Drought monitoring tours begin on allotments and herd management areas administered
by the Caliente Field Station. Herd Management areas include the Meadow Valley,
Clover Mtns., and Delamar Mtns.

Drought tours begin for the White River, Dry Lake and Seaman Herd Management
Areas.

Notice of Closure for Sheep Flat and Oak Springs Allotments and Notice of Intent to
Impound signed. .

Notice of Closure Agreement signed for Sheep Flat Allotment and Dry Lake Use Area
of the Wilson Creek Allotment.

Notice of Closure Agreement for Oak Springs Allotment signed.

Notice of Closure for Sheep Flat and Oak Springs Allotments and Notice of Intent to
Impound sent to the Lincoln County Record and Ely Daily Times for publising, also "
posted at Ely, Caliente and Pioche Post Offices, mailed to Hiko, Alamo for posting at
the U.S. Post Office and mailed to the Tonopah Field Office for posting at the U.S.
Post Office, Tonopah, NV..

Task Order for Clover Mtas., Delamar Mtns., and Meadow Valley Mtns. HMAs and
surrounding wild horse free areas signed.




14.

15.

- 16.

17.

18.

19,

20.

21,

22.

24,

26.

217.

29.

30.

August 16, 1996

August 21, 1996

August 22, 1996

August 23, 1996

August 26, 1996

August 28, 1996
September 2, 1996
September 5, 1996

September 7, 1996

. September 8, 1996

September 14, 1996

. September 15, 1996

September 20, 1996

September 21, 1996

. September 23, 1996

September 27, 1996

September 30, 1996

Capture Plans and FF&E Final Decisions for Clover Mtns., Meadow Valley Mtns.,
Delamar HMA's and surrounding wild horse free areas signed.

Gather started for Clover Mountains HMA.

" Task Order for White River, Seaman, Dry Lake, Highland Peak and Miller Flat HMA's

signed.

‘Gather Started for Delamar HMA.

- Capture Plan and FF&E Final Decision for the White River, Seaman, Highland Peak

and Miller Flat HMA's signed. The White River, Seaman and Dry Lake HMA gathers
are standard scheduled gathers which included issuance of the Gather Plan, EA and
DR/FONSI. The Dry Lake HMA package was signed (5/28/93). '
Gather started for the Meadow Valley Mountains HMA.

Gather completed for Meadow Valley Mtns. HMA.

Gather started for White River HMA. ~
Gather completed for White River HMA..

Gather started for Seaman HMA.

Gather completed for Seaman HMA.

Gather started for Dry Lake HMA

Gather completed for Dry Lake HMA.

Gather started for Highland Peak HMA.

Gather started for Miller Flat HMA.

Capture Plan and FF&E Final Decision for the Lincoln County Emergency Removal
signed. This included the Little Mountain, Delamar Mountains, Clover Mountains and
Wilson Creek HMA's.

The gather started September 27, 1996 for the Wilson Creek HMA which included the
Fortification Range on the Geyser Ranch Allotment and the Patterson Seedings in a

non- HMA area of the Wilson Creek Allotment. The gather was completed September
29, 1996.




Estimates. in parenthesis.

DROUGHT EMERC.Y REMOVALS

Start Finish | HMA Contract | Coar Number Number Number Comments
Date Date Captured Perm. left ‘
(Priority) Removed
7/6 2/12 Johnnie Cook McFadden 226 194
771 7/6 Red Rock Cook McFadden 162 121
Muddy Mtn Cook McFadden 18 11
T/17 Nellis' Catoor McFadden 1586 494
Goldfield Cook Kleinheitz 246 }
8/12 Stonewall Catoor McFadden ( 20)
Nellis 2 Catoor McFadden ( 70) ( 3)
Goldfield E. Catoor McFadden ( 20)
8/13 8-14 Goldfield W. Cook Winne ( 9)
8/15 8-17 Silver Peak Cook Winne ( 50)
8/18 8/21 Gold Mtn Cook Winne ( 19)
8/22 8/30 Bullfrog Cook Winne (300)
8/28 9/1 Meadow Valley Cattoor Shepherd (90) (90) (0) includes 40 outside
Mtns. HMA
9/2 9/10 White River Cattoor Brown (350) (275) (77) includes 250-300
outside HMA-reduce
to AML
9/11 9/19 Seaman Cattoor Brown (350) (250) (136) reduce to AML
8/22 8/24 Clover Mtns. Cattoor Shepherd (65) (65) (50) é;;ludes 15 outside
9/20 9/26 Dry Lake ‘| cattoor Brown (250) (200) (80) reduce to AML
8/25 8/27 Delamar Mtns. Cattoor Shepherd (85) (85) (180) éggludes 10 outside
9/27 10/1 Highland Peak Cattoor Shepherd (200) (150) (70) ;ﬁgludes 10 outside
10/2 10/6 Miller Flat Cattoor Shepherd (155) (100) (60)




United States Department of the Interior

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT
’ Ely District Office
HC 33 Box 33500
IN REPLY REFER TO: - ) El}', Nevada 89301-9403

X REPLY REFER TO:

4100 (NV-040)
JUR 2 0 1998

Dear Interested Party:

*As many of you are already aware, the southern portion of White Pine County, all of Lincolm County
and Nye County within the Ely District have experienced a dry winter followed by an early hot
summer. This has vegetation in a stressed condition and water sources already in limited supply in
many areas. Due to these early drought conditions, I wanted to ask livestock operators to assess the
affect of these conditions on your livestock operation as well as the possible short and long term
affects on the range. We could be facing possible allotment closure(s) if the hot and dry weather
conditions persist as they have this early in the grazing season. "

We are working in an interagency effort to try to do what is possible to mitigate any impacts on the
livestock operators that depend on public lands to meet their forage needs. In order to prevent long
term damage to the range, which could result in future reductions, we suggest livestock operators

. consider such voluntary measures as water hauling, water control management, herding within
pastures, early removals and reductions in herd size where needed. Winter weather conditioms were
more favorable in northern Nevada and these measures may not apply in areas with above normal
winter snows.

We need to work together to take needed actions as early as possible. to help maintain the health of the
rangeland over the long term. If you, as a livestock operator, have concerns about possible probiems
in the allotment(s) you graze livestock on, please contact the range conservationist you deal with as
soon as possible. It is in everyones best interest to take a proactive approach. We want to do all we
cai to mitigate economic hardships to assure the survival of livestock operators while still protecting
the long term productivity of the rangelands you depend upon.

We have already experienced extreme wildfire conditions, with nearly 25,000 acres burned in just two
fires north of Pioche and one south of Caliente, which could result in additional closures in livestock
grazing. You are advised to take all possible precautions when in the field to prevent the accidental
ignition of any fires. Please report any fire activity to the Ely Fire Dispatch office at 289-2064 or the
Caliente Fire Dispatch office at 726-8146. The State of Nevada has closed burning on private lands
and federal closures may follow. Due to the heavy carry over of understory vegetative growth from a
wet 1995 spring, in some areas, the wildfire danger is already in the extreme range.

Sincerely,

ACﬂﬂs Gene A. Kolkman
District Manager




‘ UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Farm Service Agency
White Pine and Lincoln Counties

744 E. North Industrial Way -
HC 33 Box 33453
Ely, Nevada 89301
(702) 289-4890

June 24, 1996

Dear Producer,

As you may well Kknow, conditions are very dry in Lincoln
County. :

As the White Pine County Emergency Board, we are attempting to
coordinate a cooperative effort to lessen the financial impact
of these drought induced reductions. Some producers have -
already been informed that their BLM allotments do not have
sufficient forage available. Normal precipitation will arrive
at some point in the future, however with historic lows in
cattle prices, many may not survive until then. The District
. Manager of the Ely BLM has suggested that there may be

‘additional AUM's available on public lands in the northern

region of the state. This is a commendable approach to worKing
together and will be looked at as another option to herd
liquidation, purchasing feed or renting pasture.

The allotments where the cattle could be moved, would be issued
TNR (Temporary Non-Renewable) AUM's at the normal rate of

$1.35., Extra services or expenses should be negotiated between
the individual parties. All participation is sirictly
" voluntary and would be on the ''good neighbor' policy..

The grazing board, conservation, farm and extension services,
have been asked to identify producers who may be willing to
accept livestock on their allotments. We are asking for your
assistance in identifying both available forage and willing
local participants. A list will be available at the Ag Service

Center in Ely and Caliente. Time is of the essence, please
contact one of us as soon as possible.

Sincerely,

A é%;m%¢7l;}ézgé%2ég§g%§;jy6; : Tkkﬁk
Joel Twitchell Robert Wilson Wayne Imgard Bill Davidson
FSA CES NRCS : N-4

702-289-4990 702-289-4459 702-289-4065 702-235-7466




United States _ Natural 360 Lincoln Street

Department of Resources - "P. 0. Box 8
Agriculture - Conservation Caliente, NV 89008-0008-
Service _ Phone: (702) 726-3101

"Commitment to Quality "

Date: 6/20/96

Dear Producer:

As you may have already been informed, there is an ongoing drought situation in Lincoln
- County.

As the Lincoln County Ernergency Board, we are attempting to coordmate a cooperauve effort
_to alleviate some of the financial impact of reduced grazing permits. The native range

administered by the Ely District of the BLM is in need of refief. This may come in the form
of more normal precipitation, however with historic lows in cattle prices, many producers may
not be able to survive until then. The grazing boards, conservation, farm and extension
services, in each county have been asked to identify producexs who would be willing or able to
move cattle from the effected southern areas to allotments im the north. The District Manager
has suggested that additional AUM's may be available in the northern region of the district.

- This is a commendable approach to working together and should be looked at as another option
to herd liquidation, purchasmg feed or renting pasture.

Any AUM's licensed or used in this situation would be considered TNR (Temporary Non-
Renewable) and available at the normal rate of $1.35. Other factors to consider are water
availability, freight and labor expenses. Additional costs should be worked out between the
individuals in each area.  We are compiling a list of areas where forage may be available, but
we also need an idea of the numbers of producers and livestock who may participate. This
information should be provided to the Ag Service Center in Caliente or Ely. Producers who
feel they may want to participate should contact either office as soon as poss1ble

Sincerely,
Richard A. Orr Donald #oway Z %ﬂuﬂ -
NRCS
702-726-3101 702-726—3109 -289—4990 ‘ "
. . e The NRCS in Nevada will ba the recognized Jeadsr in the
. eonsorvat)an of natural rasources by canfa/mmg to customner expectations through quality service, improved communicstion,

and teamwork.

'I"ho Nxtuul Resources Conservation Service,
formerly tha Soil Consarvation Servics, works

hand-in-hand with the American people to
conserve natural resources on private lands, . AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER




Public Outreach List For Drought Notification

1. Commis_sion For The Preservation of Wild Horses.

Cathy Barcomb - 688-2626
Roy Leach

2.  Nevada Division of Wildlife (Region II & III).
3.  Public Lands Commission (Chairman)
Lincoln Co.
Ray Flake - 726-3729
White Pine Co.
Jerry Miller -

4. Emergency Boards

Lincoln Co.
Richard A. Orr (NRCS) - 726-3101
Donald Holloway (CES) - 726-3109

White Pine Co.
Joel Twitchell (FSA) - 289-4990

Bob Wilson (CES) - 289-4459

Wayne Imgard (NRCS) - 289-4065

Bill Davidson (N-4) - 235-7466
5. Nevada Cattlemen's Association

Betsy Mcfarland
6. Lincoln County Commissioners
Ed Wright (Chairman) -962-5205
7. Permittees
8.  Lincoln County Game Board
Mark Holt
9. Lincoln County Record

Connie Simkins




July 11, 1996

Points of Discussion to Include in Contacts With Interested Publics Regarding Ely Dlstrlct
Drought Strategy

1.  Due to the extremely dry condltlons we suspect an Emergency Drought situation in Lincoln
County. =

2. We have established a Drought Monitoring Priority List for the purpose of conducting
allotment inspections and drought documentation. (Attached)

3.  The priority list was based on factors to include:

a.) Known field conditions observed while conducting other field work.

b.) Wild horse Herd Management Areas.

c.) Riparian Areas.

d) Allotments with livstock turned out. .

4.  We will begin conducting allotment inspections for the purpose of determining the extent of
the drought conditions on July 15, 1996. During the period July 15 thru August 2, 1996 we
will be conducting allotment inspections based on the Drought Monitoring Priority List.
Inspections will need to be completed quickly due to the potential emergency nature of the

. situation.

5.  Drought conditions will be evaluated based on the criteria in the Drought Indicator Checkhst
(Attached).

6.  We are contacting interested publics to notify them of:

a.) The drought situation.

b.) Our strategy in dealing with the situation.
c.) To provide them an opportunity for participation in the process. _
d) BLM participation will be from an interdisciplinary team approach where public

interest or permitees are involved in allotment inspection.

7.  Due to the Emergency nature of the Drought situation, we need to know by Friday July 12th
C.O.B. if any interested publics or permittees will be attending a specific tour. Fax a copy of
the Drought Monitoring Priority list to those interested!!

8.  Based on the findings from the Drought Indicator Checklist several possible actions could be
taken. Examples could include: '

a.) Developing alternative management practices
b.) Contacting County Emergency Boards

c.) 'Emergency removal of wild horses.

d.) Livestock Closures




DROUGHT MONITORING TOUR DATES AND INTERESTED PUBLICS &
GROUPS/AGENCIES ATTENDING AS OF 7-19-96

e
MONITORING ALLOTMENT NAME PERSONNEL ATTENDING ) Tour
PRIORITY - - _ Date

1 - HENRIE COMPLEX ROBERT LEWIS (PERMITTEE) 8-5

MIKE WADSWORTH (PERMITTEE REP.)
- REY FLAKE (LCPLC)
STEVE CULVERWELL (LCPLC) "
HAL BYBEE (BLM)
TIM REUWSAAT (BLM)
SHAWN SMITH (BLM)
SHIRLEY CHRISTMAN (BLM)
KYLE TEEL (BLM) |

2 SHEEP FLAT FRANCIS & CORY LYTLE (PERMITTEE) 7-25
REY FLAKE (LCPLC)
TIM REUWSAAT (BLM)

SHIRLEY CHRISTMAN (BLM)
SHAWN SMITH (BLM)

KYLE TEEL (BLM)
BOB BROWN (BLM)

3 OAK SPRING & CLIFF REY FLAKE (PERMITTEE & LCPLC) 7=22
SPRING HAL, BYBEE (BLM)
SHIRLEY CHRISTMAN (BLM
SHAWN SMITH (BLM)
DOMENIC BOLOGNANI (BLM)
KYLE TEEL (BLM)
BOB BROWN (BLM)

REY FLAKE (LCPLC)
FISH & WILDLIFE SERVICE
HAL BYBEE (BLM)
SHIRLEY CHRISTMAN (BLM
SHAWN SMITH (BLM)
DOMENIC BOLOGNANI (BLM)
KYLE TEEL (BLM)

BOB BROWN (BLM)

4 DELAMAR MERLIN FLARKE (PERMITTEE) 7-22 "

5 GRAPEVINE ROBERT LEWIS (PERMITTEE) 8-1
REY FLAKE (LCPLC) :
FISH & WILDLIFE SERVICE
SHIRLEY CHRISTMAN (BLM)
KYLE TEEL (BLM)

6 BREEDLOVE ROBERT LEWIS (PERMITTEE) 8-2
: REY FLAKE (LCPLC)
FISH & WILDLIFE SERVICE
SHIRLEY CHRISTMAN (BLM)
KYLE TEEL (BLM)

7 COTTONWOOD ROBERT LEWIS (PERMITTEE) 8-5
MIKE WADSWORTH (PERMITTEE REP.) :
STEVE CULVERWELL (LCPLC)
REY FLAKE (LCPLC)
FISH & WILDLIFE SERVICE
TIM REUWSAAT (BLM)
HAL BYBEE (BLM)
SHAWN SMITH (BLM)
SHIRLEY CHRISTMAN (BLM)
KYLE TEEL (BLM)

8 BALD MOUNTAIN STEVE MEDLIN (PERMITTEE) 7-23
HAL BYBEE (BLM)
SHAWN SMITH (BLM)
SHIRLEY CHRISTMAN (BLM)
DOMENIC BOLOGNANI (BLM)
KYLE TEEL (BLM)

& BOB BROWN (BLM)

9 ELY SPRING CATTLE LATRD WHIPPLE (PERMITTEE) 7-26
REY FLARKE (LCPLC)
" » SHAWN SMITH (BLM)

KYLE TEEL (BLM)




HAYPRESS

SHAWN SMITH (BLM)
KYLE TEEL (BLM)
BOB BROWN (BLM)

BARCLAY

KELTON HAFEN (PERMITTEE)
FENTON BOWLER (PERMITTEE)
. REY FLAKE (LCPLC)
HAL BYBEE (BLM)
SHAWN SMITH (BLM) -
SHIRLEY CHRISTMAN (BLM)
DOMENIC BOLOGNANI (BLM)
KYLE TEEL (BLM)

7-25

ENTERPRISE

GARY FARNSWORTH (PERMITTEE)
BILL MULL (PERMITTEE)
SHAWN SMITH (BLM)
KYLE TEEL (BLM)

OAK WELLS

GEORGE ANDRUS (PERMITTEE)
STEVE CULVERWELL (LCPLC)
SHAWN SMITH (BLM)
DOMENIC BOLOGNANI (BLM)
KYLE TEEL (BLM)

DEER LODGE

JOHN MATHEWS
KYLE TEEL (BLM)
SHAWN SMITH (BLM)
DOMENIC BOLOGNANI (BLM)

UVADA

KENNETH LEE
KYLE TEEL (BLM)
SHAWN SMITH (BLM)
DOMENIC BOLOGNANI (BLM)

16

APPLEWHITE

STEVE CULVERWELL (LCPLC)
REY FLAKE (LCPLC)
KYLE TEEL (BLM)
SHIRLEY CHRISTMAN (BLM)

17

' MUSTANG

EDWIN HIGBEE (PERMITTEE)
REY FLAKE (LCPLC)
VARLIN HIGBEE (LCPLC)
KYLE TEEL (BLM)
SHAWN SMITH (BLM)

18

ELY SPRING SHEEP

LAIRD WHIPPLE (PERMITTEE)
SHAWN SMITH (BLM)
REY FLAKE (LCPLC)

KYLE TEEL (BLM)

19

McCUTCHEON SPRING

KENNY RHOADES (PERMITTEE REP.)
HAL BYBEE (BLM) :
SHAWN SMITH (BLM)
SHIRLEY CHRISTMAN (BLM)
DOMENIC BOLOGNANI (BLM)
KYLE TEEL (BLM)

7-23

20

MAHOGANY PEAK

BRAD BOWLER (PERMITTEE)
SHAWN SMITH (BLM)
DOMENIC BOLOGNANI (BLM)
KYLE TEEL (BLM)

21

LCPLC = LINCOLN

CROSSROADS

COUNTY PUBLIC LAND

ELDON HAFEN (PERMITTEE)
KELTON HAFEN (PERMITTEE)
GEORGE ANDRUS
SHAWN SMITH (BLM)
DOMENIC BOLOGNANI (BLM)
KYLE TEEL (BLM

COMMISSION




. DROUGHT MONITORING PRIORITY FOR THE CALIENTE FIELD

STATION AS OF

7-19-96 -
MONITORING | ALLOTMENT [LIVESTOCK HERD MANAGEMENT AREA  Tour- [RIPARIAN
PRIORITY NAME ON v ~ Date - .
ATLLOTMENT
’ AT
= PRESENT
1 HENRIE YES MEADOW VALLEY, MORMAN 8-5 YES
COMPLEX MOUNTAINS, AND BLUENOSE
PEAK
2. SHEEP FLAT YES CLOVER MOUNTAINS AND 7-25 YES
MILLER FLAT
3 OAK SPRING YES DELAMAR MOUNTAINS AND 7-22 NO
& CLIFF RATTLESNAKE
SPRING
4 DELAMAR NO DELAMAR 7-22 NO
5 GRAPEVINE YES NO 8-1 o
6 BREEDLOVE YES WILD HORSES OUTSIDE OF HMA 8-2 NO
PRESENT ON ALLOTMENT .
7 COTTONWOOD YES CLOVER MOUNTAINS 8-5 YES
8 BALD YES NO 7-23 NO
MOUNTAIN
9 ELY SPRING YES NO 7-26 NO
CATTLE Il
10 HAYPRESS YES NO 7-29 NO
11 BARCLAY YES WILD HORSES OUTSIDE OF HMA 7-25 NO -
PRESENT ON ALLOTMENT
12 ENTERPRISE YES NO 7-29 NO
13 OAK WELLS YES MILLER FLAT 7-30 NO
14 DEER LODGE YES DEER LODGE CANYON 7-31 NO
15 UVADA YES * MILLER FLAT 7-31 NO
16 APPLEWHITE YES APPLEWHITE 8-1 NO
17 MUSTANG YES NO 7-26 NO
18 ELY SPRING NO _ HIGHLAND PEAK 7-26 NO
: SHEEP
19 McCUTCHEON YES NO 7-23. NO
SPRING
20 MAHOGANY YES DEER LODGE CANYON 7-31 NO
PEAK :
21 lcROSSROADS NO WILD HORSES OUTSIDE OF HMA 7-30 ~No
PRESENT ON ALLOTMENT -




8/30/96

DROUGHT MONITORING PRIORITY LIST
FOR SCHELL LAND USE PLANNING AREA

Tour Date - Allotment Name Wild Horse HMA
Aug. 07, 1996 Wilson Creek Dry Lake
Dry Lake Use Area
Aug. 09, 1996 ' Pine Creek/West Water Gap No
Aug. 09, 1996 Coal Valley Lake Seaman
Aug. 09, 1996 Dry Farm ‘ Seaman
Aug. 14, 1996 Hardy Springs White River
Aug. 14, 1996 Sunnyside ; Dry Lake and Seama;l
Aug. 16, 1996 South Coal Valley Seaman
Aug. 16, 1996 Black Bluff Seaman
. West Timber Mtn. Seaman
' Batterman Wash Seaman
Timber Mountain Seaman
Fox Mountain Seaman
Aug. 27, 1996 Wilson Creek Wilson Creek
Hamblin Valley Use Area




20°'d Wil0L

Dear Interested Public:

1020.03
(NV055.01)

The Bureau of Land Management Range staff is conducting drought tours on the following
allotments and dates. Some of the itemns we will be looking at are water availability, utilization

departure from the Caliente Field Station Office.

. (especially on key areas), condition of animals and available forage. Departure ume refers to

Monitoring Priority Allotment Name Tour Date Departure
Time .

1 Rabbit Springs 8-13 10:00 am |
Sheep Springs

2 Klondike 8-14 8:00 am
Bennett Spring
Black Canyon
Highland Peak 8-15 8:00am ||

4 Condor Canyon 8-16 8:00 am ﬂ

If you would like to attend any or all of the above days please contact Domenic Bolognam at

(702) 726-8100.

e

Sincerely,

L
d QOV\&«:L Bo(os nasmy

Domenic Bolognani
Range Management Specialist

11 TamIaes PITTT 1 S| 11T Ty 1MV Y
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United States Department of the Interior
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Ely Diatrict Office
HC 33 Bex 33500
Ely, NV 89301-5408
: In Reply Refer To:
41103 (NV-043)
Notice of Closure Agreement

Scovere drought conditions exist within the Ouk Springs Allotment, The allolment was recently visited 0 evaluate drought
conditdons. Field observations indicate that avajlable forags and sre extremely lhmited and that severe drought conditions
exist. Precipitation for the cuxrent year §s 304% of sormal. The below mormal precipitation bas resulted in forage vigor and
current year's growth being far below normal, while some Jocations hxve no current year's growth. As a result, wilization of
the previous year's growth averages heavy o severs over portions of the allotment.

Theeefore, for the protection of the vegetstion and waterghed due to severe drought conditions, western 1/3 of Pasture 4 of
the Ouk Springs Allotment i3 hereby temporarily closed 1o livestock grazing, mnmdcmie&cﬁvchmedhmy.

Autborized grazing use for the Osk Springs Allotment for the remainder of the 1996 grazing year (8/15/96 to 2/28/97) will
be in acocoedmoe with (he Allotment Mavagement Plan and as Sollows; R

Ramittes Active Use Temporgry Suspension
H&H Land and 6,723 AUMs : 209 AUMs
Livestnck Co. °

. The doswrs will be in effact until the following criteria bave been met:
L chcuﬂwa:ghwduuufﬂdmﬂywppuﬂwamguﬁngm

e e

Ummmmmmmvmummmwi ed, autbarized =hE =a
yowz psrticipation when evaluating foeage conditions mdw:zumﬂlbﬂltymwdmmmndm Ifdmuzht
condltlons contlnue inmo the 1997 grazing year, forage conditions and water avaitability will be evaluated priar to authotizing
praring use for the 1997 grazing year. A map of the clostae arca fa attacbed. This closure is itsued as an agrcement
pursuxnt 1 Tide 43 Code of Federal Regulstions, Section 4110.3-3 (b).

This Notice is to inform you that any vnauthorized livestock grazing upen public Jands within the western 1/3 pastire 4 of
the Oak Springs Allotment (T. 5 & € S, R. 64 & 65 E) uader Bureau of Land Management's coatrol will be in violation of
43 CFR 4140.1 (b) (1) and may be impovaded. The unmauthorized livesiock may be impounded at any time afler five (5) days
from delivery of this notice or after five (5) days from the publishing and posting of this notice, This notice Is jssued in
sccordancs with 43 CFR 4150.4; mympom&nmlofmdb«iudﬁvu&o&hmwaonwm:mkmm be doos in

pos QU

Wﬁ%yw@
£-15-26 Qagw |

Dels e b " Hal Bybes, ADM-Renewable ces
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Aug 13.1996 11:28AM FROM Caliente Field Station TO ELY DISTRICT P.@2
»08/13/96 12:01 NEWBY BUICK - 7227268111 ; ND.G13 Dot
AUG-12-96 HON 04:23 PH  BLH ELY DO FAX NO. 7022891910 P. 02/02

Uﬁﬁcd States Department of the Interior

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT
Ely Diict Offics
HC 33 Bex 33500

Ely, NY B9301-5408 ’ A
=t In Reply Raefer To:
41103 (NV-043)

Notice of Closure Agreement

Severe &ought condlitons exist witin vie Sheop K131 Allowerk. The allotmens was Meen\!y vitited © evaluste d:wgh:
conditiony. Firld ebssrvations indicate that availsbic forage und waler availability arc oxtrandy limled and that seyerc
dreught conditlons axist Precipitation for the current year Is 5055 of noyra). The below normal peecipitation has resultsd in
forags vigor aad current year's uo\wh eing Tar below narmal, while seme Jocations bave ho currelt Year's gowid. Ass
result, willzation of the previovs year’s growih sverages beavy to szvaie ovar portions of the allotmeat.  'Wiler avallability I
exvrealy limited. TR ¥iat Resewnlr in pacture 1 {2 dry, while Shexp Fint Reacrvolr In paxture 2 may pravide water ¢y
mother one to two weeks,

Therators, for the protection of tha vegetation and watershad dua 1o sevwrs dropght conditioms, Pratures 1,2, and 3 of (e
Sbeep Flal Allotmen! ar¢ hereby temperarily lossd W livesxk grazing. This Nolice of Cosure i effeciive, immediately.

g{u;.honud grazing usa for the Sherp Flat Allotment foe the ramslsder of the grazing year (1556 - 9/3y96) will b a8
oW}

Pormiugs Aclivs Vss © Tempotary Swpemion
Lavor Wads and Prancia Lytle 86 AUMs 164 AUMs
Ken Nowby 150 AUMs 709 AUMS

* Active uxs will votur on pastures 4, 5 and 6.

——

P —————
.-.‘-..‘ =

1, 'Vq:chﬁv: guwlh bcgins s\ ¢ xutﬂdmdy :uppon hveswd: ;nzmg;
2. Tha key frrage speciex al} show gaed vigor,

Upan astamination that the pereninfal vegetstion has been reestadblished, awthorlzed grazing wse will resuma, We will ask o7
your particlpation when evaluaung forage eonditions snd witss availability s340¢i818d with tiftng s dosvre. 3¢ drovght
corditions continus jnlo the 3597 gmaxdng year, forage wondilcns exd watar svailabliity will be eviluated peior to Authocizing
gxizing we for the 1597 grazing yesr. A map nf the dosure ares iz stiached. Thix desure is insued s an agreement
pursuant W Tile a3 Coxk af Federal Regulations, Seetion 41103-3 (b).

Thie Notice ix 1o Inform you thal any unauthorized Iisstock grizing vpoo pwblic 1ands wm\in prstures 1,23 of the Sheep Pht
Allotmzni (T. 4, 5,6 & 7S, R &3 & €9E.) undkr Bureay of Lyed Managemears contral will be I8 vielation of 43 CFR
4140.1 (b) (1) and may be fmpounded, The unauthorlzed livestock may bo lapounded at eay Kee after Bve (5) days from -
gelivery of this notlce o5 aftsr Bive (3) days from the publishing snd posting of thfs notles. This notles Is lxxued fn

accordance with 43 CFR 4150.4; any impoundment of unsvthorized livaslock in connestion with Rils rotics will be :hm in -
accordanol with A3 CFR 4130, d-z.

mﬁ
e 15-74

Date

g - 70

D




United States Department of the Interior

»+ BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT
Ely District Office
HC 33 Box 33500
Ely, NV 89301-9408

In Reply Refer To:
4110.3 (NV-043)

Notice of Closure Agreement

Severe drought conditions exist within the Sheep Flat Allotment. The allotment was recently visited to evaluate drought
conditions. Field observations indicaic ihat available forage and water availability are extremely limited and that severe
drought conditions exist. Precipitation for the current year is 50% of normal. The below normal precipitation has resulted in
forage vigor and current year's growth being far below normal, while some locations have no current year's growth. As a '
result, utilization of the previous year's growth averages heavy to severe over portions of the allotment. Water availability is
extremely limited. Fife Flat Resevoir in pasture 1 is dry, while Sheep Flat Reservoir in pasture 2 may provide water for '
another one to two weeks.

Therefore, for the protection of the vegetation and watershed due to severe drought conditions, Pastures 1, 2, and 3 of the
Sheep Flat Allotment are hereby temporarily closed to livestock grazing. This Notice of Closure is effective’ immediately.

Authorized grazing use for the Sheep Flat Allotment for the remainder of the grazing year (8/15/96 9/30/96) will be as

follows;
Permittee Active Use * Temporary Suspension
. Lavar Wade and Francis Lytle =~ 86 AUMs 164 AUMs

Ken Newby - 150 AUMs 709 AUMs

The closure will be in effect until the following criteria have been met:

a8 Vegetative growth begins and can sufficiently support livestock grazing; and
2. The key forage species all show good vigor.

Upon determination that the perennial vegetation has been reestablished, authorized grazing use will resume. We will ask for
your participation when evaluating forage conditions and water availability associated with lifting this closure. If drought
conditions continue into the 1997 grazing year, forage conditions and water availability will be evaluated prior to authorizing
grazing use for the 1997 grazing year. A map of the closure area is attached. This closure is 1ssued as an agreement
pursuant to Title 43 Code of Federal Regulations, Section 4110.3-3 (b)

This Notice is to inform you that any unauthonzed livestock grazing upon public lands within pastures 1 23 of the Sheep Flat
Allotment (T. 4, 5, 6 & 7 S., R. 68 & 69E.) under Bureau of Land Management's control will be in violation of 43 CFR
4140.1 (b) (1) and may be 1mpounded The unauthorized livestock may be impounded at any time after five (5) days-from
delivery of this notice or after five (5) days from the publishing and posting of this notice. This notice is issued in = . -
accordance with 43 CFR 4150.4; any lmpoundment of unauthonzed 11vestock in connection wnh tl:us not1ce w1ll be done in
accordance W1th 43 CFR 4150.4-2. . A e

.Date ' b Y e B Permiitee A - G s

Date S G s = -~ -= Permittee

&- 13~ 9¢

Date : ’ | - e Hal Bybee, ADM-Renewabl’e Re{c}u‘rcee =T PRV
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AIG 13 1996

United States Department of the Interior

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT
Ely District Office
HC 33 Box 33500
Ely, NV 89301-9408

In Reply Refer To:
© 4110.3 (NV-043)

Notice of Closure Agreement

In accordance with the Notice of Closure for the Dry Lake/Thorely use area of the Wilson
Creek Allotment, signed by the Ely District Manager on August 13, 1996, this area is closed
to livestock grazing due to severe drought conditions. The area of closure is a parcel of land
lying within the Wilson Creek Allotment, Ely District, Nevada BLM, more particularly
described as follows:

Commencing at the intersection of the divide of the Pahroc Mountains with the south section
line of section 16, T1S, R63E, which is the southwest comer of the use area, and true point
of beginning; thence east along the section line to the SE corner of section 14, T1S, R64E;
thence north along the section line to the NE comer of section 2, T1S, R64E; thence west
along the section line to the SE corner of section 34, T1N, R64E; thence north along the
section line to the SE corner of section 10, T1N, R64E; thence east along the section line to
the divide of the Bristol Range; thence northerly along the divide to the boundary of the
Bristol-Jackrabbit group of patented mining claims in section 32, T3N, of R66E; thence
northerly along the east and north boundary of the Bristol-Jackrabbit group of patented
mining claims to the point where the claim line intersects the divide of the Bristol Range on
the north side of the block; thence northerly along the divide to the section line between
sections 12 and 13, T3N, R65E; thence southwesterly along the Sunnyside-Bristol Well Road
to the divide of the Pahroc Mountains between sections 21 and 28, T3N, R63E thence
southerly along the divide to the true point of begmnmg

All sectionalized subd1v1510ns refer to. the Mt. Diablo baseline and meridian.

The use areas were recently inspected to evaluate drought conditions. Field observations
indicate that available forage is extremely limited and that severe drought conditions exist.
The below normal precipitation has resulted in forage vigor and current year's growth being
far below normal and some areas have almost no production.

Therefore, for the protection of the vegetation and watershed due to severe drought conditions
the Dry Lake/Thorely Use Area of the Wilson Creck Allotment is hereby temporarily closed
- to l1vestock grazing. _




This Notice of Closure is effective immediately. The closure will be in.effect until the
following criteria have been met:

1. Vegetative growth begins and can sufficiently support livestock grazing
2.. The key forage species exhibit good vigor.

Upon determination that the perennial vegetation production is sufficient, authorized >grazing
use will resume. We will ask for your participation when evaluating forage conditions
associated with lifting this closure. A map of the closure area is attached.

The temporary withholding of active use until the drought closure is lifed will be as follows:

Matt Bulloch 779 Aums (Dry Lake)
1271 Aums (Dry Lake Thorely)

Ken Lytle 1060 Aums
“Gordon Lytle‘ 1060 Aums ' -
Frank Deimue 2081 bAums . |

EL Tejon 5169 Aums .

This closure is issued as an agreement pursuant to Title 43 Code of Federal Regulations,
Section 4110.3-3 (b).

This Notice is to inform you that any unauthorized livestock grazing upon public lands within
the Dry Lake /Thorely Use area of the Wilson Allotment under Bureau of Land :
Management's control will be in violation of 43 CFR 4140.1 (b) (1) and may-be impounded.
The unauthorized livestock may be impounded at any time after five (5) days from delivery
of this notice or after five (5) days from the publishing and posting of this notice. This

- notice is issued in accordance with 43 CFR 4150.4; any impoundment of unauthorized
livestock in con%lth this notice will be done in accordance with 43 CFR 4150.4-2.

Ww/&w - /@W@
Bl s Fr MW

~ Date . ‘ Frank Delmue
. Date P . £ Hal Bybee

ADM-Renewable Resoufces




AUG 13 199

United States Department of the Interior

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT
Ely District Office
HC 33 Box 33500
- Ely, NV 89301-9408

In Reply Refer To:
4110.3 (NV-043)

Notice of Closure Agreement

In accordance with the Notice of Closure for the Dry Lake/Thorely use area of the Wilson
Creek Allotment, signed by the Ely District Manager on August 13, 1996, this area is closed
to livestock grazing due to severe drought conditions. The area of closure is a parcel of land
lying within the Wilson Creek Allotment, Ely District, Nevada BLM, more pamcularly
described as follows:

Commencing at the intersection of the divide of the Pahroc Mountains with the south section
line of section 16, T1S, R63E, which is the southwest corner of the use area,-and true point
of beginning; thence east along the section line to the SE comer of section 14, T1S, R64E;
thence north along the section line to the NE comer of section 2, T1S, R64E; thence west
along the section line to the SE cormner of section 34, TIN, R64E; thence north along the
section line to the SE corner of section 10, T1IN, R64E; thence east along the section line to
the divide of the Bristol Range; thence northerly along the divide to the boundary of the
Bristol-Jackrabbit group of patented mining claims in section 32, T3N, of R66E; thence
northerly along the east and north boundary of the Bristol-Jackrabbit group of patented
mining claims to the point where the claim line intersects the divide of the Bristol Range on
the north side of the block; thence northerly along the divide to the section line between
sections 12 and 13, T3N, R65E; thence southwesterly along the Sunnyside-Bristol Well Road
to the divide of the Pahroc Mountains between sections 21 and 28, T3N, R63E; thence
southerly along the divide to the true point of begmnmg

All sectionalized subdivisions refer to the M_t. Diablo base]irie and meridian.

The use areas were recently inspected to evaluate drought conditions. Field observations
indicate that available forage is extremely limited and that severe drought conditions exist.
The below normal precipitation has resulted in forage vigor and current years growth being
far below normal and some areas have almost no production.

Therefore for the protection of the vegetation and watershed due to severe drought conditions
the Dry Lake/I’horely Use Area of the Wilson Creek Allotment is hereby temporarily closed
- to l1vestock grazm‘J




This Notice of Closure is effective immediately. The closure will be inseffect until the
following criteria have been met:

1. Vegetative growth begins and can sufﬁc1ently support hvestock grazing
2. The kcy forage species exhibit good vigor. :

Upon determination that the perennial vegetation production is sufficient, authorized grazing
use will resume. We will ask for your participation when evaluating forage conditions
associated with lifting this closure. A map of the closure area is attached.

The ternporaty withholding of active use until the drought closure is lifed will be as follows:

Matt Bulloch 779 Aums (Dry Lake)
1271 Aums (Dry Lake Thorely)

Ken Lytle 1060 Aums

Gordon Lytle 1060 Aums -
Frank Delmue 2081 Aums

EL Tejon 5169 Aums

This closure is issued as an agreement pursuant to Title 43 Code of Federal Regulations,
Section 4110.3-3 (b).

This Notice is to inform you that any unauthorized livestock grazing upon public lands within
the Dry Lake /Thorely Use area of the Wilson Allotment under Bureau of Land
Management's control will be in violation of 43 CFR 4140.1 (b) (1) and may be impounded.
The unauthorized livestock may be impounded at any time after five (5) days from delivery
of this notice or after five (5) days from the publishing and posting of this notice. This
notice is issued in accordance with 43 CFR 4150.4; any impoundment of unauthorized
livestock in connectlon with this notice will be done in accordance with 43 CFR 4150.4-2.

.

Tt ~af%mb&%¢c m

g/ 13 -5¢ . éd/té‘%/%%

Date ./ _ Gordon Lytle |

. Date T ‘ ‘ A ' Hal Bybee
. ' - : . ADM-Renewable Resources e
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United States Department of the Interior

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT
- Ely District Office
"~ "HC 33 Box 33500
Ely, NV 89301-9408

In Reply Refer To:
-4110.3 (NV-043)

Notice of Closure Agreement

In accordance with the Notice of Closure for the Dry Lake/Thorely use area of the Wilson
Creek Allotment, signed by the Ely District Manager on August 13, 1996, this area is closed
to livestock grazing due to severe drought conditions. The area of closure is a parcel of land
lying within the Wilson Creek Allotment, Ely District, Nevada BLM, more particularly
described as follows:

Commencing at the intersection of the divide of the Pahroc Mountains with the south section
line of section 16, T1S, R63E, which is the southwest corner of the use area, and true point

. of beginning; thence east along the section line to the SE corner of section 14, T1S, R64E;
thence north along the section line to the NE comer of section 2, T1S, R64E; thence west
along the section line to the SE corner of section 34, TIN, R64E; thence north along the
section line to the SE comer of section 10, T1N, R64E; thence east along the section line to
the divide of the Bristol Range; thence northerly along the divide to the boundary of the
Bristol-Jackrabbit group of patented mining claims in section 32, T3N, of R66E; thence
northerly along the east and north boundary of the Bristol-Jackrabbit group of patented
mining claims to the point where the claim line intersects the divide of the Bristol Range on
the north side of the block; thence northerly along the divide to the section line between
sections 12 and 13, T3N, R65E; thence southwesterly along the Sunnyside-Bristol Well Road
to the divide of the Pahroc Mountains between sections 21 and 28, T3N, R63E thence
southerly alonc the divide to the true point of begmmncr Fat

All sectlonahzed subdivisions refer to the Mt. Diablo baseline and meridian.

The use areas were recently inspected to evaluate drought conditions. Field observations
indicate that available forage is extremely limited and that severe drought conditions exist.
The below normal precipitation has resulted in forage vigor and current year's growth being
far below normal and some areas have almost no production.

Therefore, for the protection of the vegetation and watershed due to severe dro'ught conditions
the Dry Lake/Thorely Use Area of the Wilson Creek Allotment is hereby temporarily closed
to livestock grazmg




. This Notice of Closure is effective immediately. The closure will be in,effect until the
following criteria have been met:

1. Vegetative growth begins and can sufficiently support livestock grazing
2.  The key forage species exhibit good vigor. : B

Upon determination that the perenniél vegetation production is sufficient, authorized grazing
use will resume. We will ask for your participation when evaluating forage conditions
associated with lifting this closure. A map of the closure area is attached.

The temporary withholding of active use until the drought closure is lifed will be as follows:

Matt Bulloch 779 Aums (Dry Lake)
1271 Aums (Dry Lake Thorely)

Ken Lytle 1060 Aums
Gordon Lytle 1060 Aums -

Frank Delmue 2081 Aums

. - ELTejon . 5169 Aums

This closure is issued as an agreement pursuant to Title 43 Code of Federal Regulations,
Section 4110.3-3 (b). "

This Notice is to inform you that any unauthorized livestock grazing upon public lands within
the Dry Lake /Thorely Use area of the Wilson Allotment under Bureau of Land
Management's control will be in violation of 43 CFR 4140.1 (b) (1) and may be impounded.
The unauthorized livestock may be impounded at any time after five (5) days from delivery
of this notice or after five (5) days from the publishing and posting of this notice. This
notice is issued in accordance with 43 CFR 4150.4; any impoundment of unauthorized

livestock in connection with this notice will be done in accordance with 43 CFR 4150.4-2.
d-%f vt Lo 49/7@’9& W/&o;y .owx/«/dmaéaé

Date. 5/7//3//94 A : @KM@M{/ .
7476 O oV R0,

" Date Hal Bybee Q’
_ i ‘ Haw _ , ~ ADM-Renewable Resource
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United States Department of the Interior

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT
Ely District Office . F
HC 33 Box.33500 -
Ely, NV 89301-9408

e ‘ In Reply Refer To:
4110.3 (NV-043)

Notice of Closure Agreement

In accordance with the Notice of Closure for the Dry Lake/Thorely use area of the Wilson
Creek Allotment, signed by the Ely Djstrict Manager on August 13, 1996, this area is closed
to livestock grazing due to severe drought conditions. The area of closure is a parcel of land
lying within the Wilson Creek Allotment, Ely District, Nevada BLM, more particularly
described as follows: '

Commencing at the intersection of the divide of the Pahroc Mountains with the south section
line of section 16, T1S, R63E, which is the southwest corner of the use area, and true point
of beginning; thence east along the section line to the SE corner of section 14, T1S, R64E;
thence north along the section line to the NE corner of section 2, T1S, R64E; thence west
along the section line to the SE comer of section 34, T1N, R64E; thence north along the
section line to the SE comer of section 10, TIN, R64E; thence east along the section line to
the divide of the Bristol Range; thence northerly along the divide to the boundary of the
Bristol-Jackrabbit group of patented mining claims in section 32, T3N, of R66E; thence
northerly along the east and north boundary of the Bristol-Jackrabbit group of patented
mining claims to the point where the claim line intersects the divide of the Bristol Range on
the north side of the block; thence northerly along the divide to the section line between -
sections 12 and 13, T3N, R65E; thence southwesterly along the Sunnyside-Bristol Well Road
to the divide of the Pahroc Mountains between sections 21 and 28, T3N, R63E; thence
southerly along the divide to the true point of beginning.

All sectiona]izéd subdivisions refér to the Mt. Diablo base]jne-an_d meridian.

The use areas were recently inspected to evaluate drought conditions. Field observations
indicate that available forage is extremely limited and that severe drought conditions exist.
The below normal precipitation has resulted in forage vigor and curreut year's growth being
far below normal and some areas have almost no productlon :

Therefore, for the protection of the vegetation and watershed due to severe drought conditions
the Dry Iake/Thorely Use Area of the Wilson Creek Allotment is hereby temporarily closed
to livestock grazmo '




This Notice of Closure is effective immediately. The closure will be i in effect until the
following criteria have been met:

1.  Vegetative growth begins and can sufficiently support llvestock grazmg
2. .The key forage species exh1b1t good v1gor ;

Upon détenmnatlon that the perennial vegetation production is sufficient, authorized grazing
use will resume. We-will ask for your participation when evaluating forage conditions
associated with lifting this closure. A map of the closure area is attached.

The temporary withholding of active use until the drought closure is lifed will be as follows:

Matt Bulloch 779 Aums (Dry Lake)
1271 Aums (Dry Lake Thorely)

Ken Lytle 1060 Aums

<5

Gordon Lytle 1060 Aums
Frank Delmue 2081 Aums
EL Tejon 5169 Aums

This closure is 1ssued as an agreement pursuant to Title 43 Code of Federal Regulations,
Section 4110.3-3 (b).

This Notice is to inform you that any unauthorized livestock grazing upon public lands within
the Dry Lake /Thorely Use area of the Wilson Allotment under Bureau of Land
Management's control will be in violation of 43 CFR 4140.1 (b) (1) and may be impounded.
The unauthorized livestock may be impounded at any time after five (5) days from delivery
of this notice or after five (5) days from the publishing and posting of this notice. This
notice is issued in accordance with 43 CFR 4150.4; any impoundment of unauthorized
livestock in connection with this notice will be done in accordance with 43 CFR 4150 4-2'

LF Cows DRIFT on 0477’4/41?‘6 e wovip M//'M/T‘
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United States Department of the Interior

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT
Ely District Office
HC 33 Box 33500

Ely, NV 89301-9408

. In Reply Refer To:
s 4110.3 (NV-043)

Notice of Closure

To Whom It May Concern:

Severe drought conditions exist within the Sheep Flat and Oak Springs Allotments. These allotments are
administered out of the Caliente Field Station, Ely District located in Caliente, Nevada. These allotments were
recently visited to evaluate drought conditions. Field observations indicate that available forage and/or water
availability are extremely limited and that severe drought conditions exist. Precipitation for the current year is
50% of normal. The below normal precipitation has resulted in forage vigor and current year's growth being far
below normal, while some locations have no current year's growth. As a result, utilization of the previoits year's
growth averages heavy to severe over portions of both allotments. Water availability is extremely limited in
Sheep Flat Allotment pastures 1,2 and 3. Fife Flat Resevoir in pasture 1 is dry, while Sheep Flat Reservoir in
pasture 2 may provide water for another one to two weeks.

3 of the Sheep Flat allotment and the western 1/3 of Pasture 4 of the Oak Springs allotment are hereby )
temporarily closed to livestock grazing. The affected permittees have agreed to remove livestock from these
areas and to not allow livestock to return to the area until forage has been reestablished.

. Therefore, for the protection of the vegetation and watershed due to severe drought conditions, Pastures 1, 2, and

e

e e sy e e
N

e

will be as follows;

Permittee Active Use * Temporary Suspension
Lavar Wade and Francis Lytle 86 AUMs ‘ 164 AUMs
Ken Newby 150 AUMs ' 709 AUMs

* Active use will occur in pastures 4, 5 and 6.

Authorized grazing use for the Oak Springs Allotment for the remainder of the 1996 grazing year (8/15/96 to
2/28/97) will be in accordance with the Allotment Manaocment Plan as follows,

Permittee Active Use * Temporary Suspension
Hé&H Land & Livestock Co. 6,723 AUMs o 209 AUMs

This Notice of Closure is effective immediately. The closure will be in effect until the following criteria have
been met:

1. Vegetative growth begins and can support livestock grazing; and
. 2 The key forage species all show aood vigor.
Upon determination that the percnma] vegetation has been recstab]xshed ‘authorized grazing use will resume. We
will ask for your participation when evaluating forage condmons and water avaﬂabxhty associated wnh lifting this




closure. If drought conditions continue into the 1997 grazing y<ar, forage conditions and water availability will
be evaluated prior to authorizing grazing use for the 1997 grazing year.

This closure is issued as an agreement pursuant to Title 43 Code of Federal Regulations, Section 4110.3-3 (b).
Detailed maps of the closure areas are available at the Caliente Field Station, Ely District, Caliente, Nevada.

This Notice is to inform you that any unauthorized Jivestock grazing-upon public Jands within pastures 1, 2 and 3
of the Sheep Flat (T. 4,5,6 & 7 S., R. 68 & 69 E.) and the western 1/3 of pasture 4 of the Oak -Springs
Allotment (T. 5 & 6 S., R. 64 & 65 E.) under Bureau of Land Management's control will be in violation of 43
CFR 4140.1 (b) (1) and may be impounded. The unauthorized livestock may be impounded at any time after
five (5) days from delivery of this notice or after five (5) days from the publishing and posting of this notice.
This notice is issued in accordance with 43 CFR 4150.4; any impoundment of unauthorized livestock in
connection with this notice will be done in accordance with 43 CFR 4150.4-2.

=/2/7Y; | A

Date *

Gene Kolkman
Ely District Manager
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United States Department of the Interior &

-  BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT
Ely District Office
HC 33 Box 33500 . . IN REPLYREFER TO:

IN REPLY REFER TO: . Ely, Nevada 89301-9408 ,
_ . 4110.3 (NV046)

Notice of Closure .

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

For protection of the soil and vegetation, due to drought, I hereby close to all livestock
grazing use the public lands located within the Dry Lake/Thorely use area of the Wilson
Creek Allotment. The area of closure is a parcel of land in Lincoln County lying within the
Wilson Creek Allotment, Ely District, Nevada BLM, more particularly described as follows:

Commencing at the intersection of the divide of the Pahroc Mountains with the south section
line of section 16, T1S, R63E, which is the southwest corner of the use area, and true point
of beginning; thence east along the section line to the SE corner of section 14, T1S, R64E;
thence north along the section line to the NE corner of section 2, T1S, R64E; thence west
__glo_nv the secnon lme to the SE comer of sectron 34, TIN R64E thence north along the
the divide of the antol Range thence northerly along the d1v1de to the boundary of the
Bristol-Jackrabbit group of patented mining claims in section 32, T3N, of R66E; thence
northerly along the east and north boundary of the Bristol-Jackrabbit group of patented
mining claims to the point where the claim line intersects the divide of the Bristol Range on
the north side of the block; thence northerly along the divide to the section line between
sections 12 and 13, T3N, R65E; thence southwesterly along the Sunnyside-Bristol Well Road
to the divide of the Pahroc Mountains between sections 21 and 28, T3N, R63E; thence
southerly along the divide to the true point of beginning. ‘

All sectionalized subdivisions refer to the Mt. Diablo baseline and meridian.

The use areas were recently inspected to evaluate drought conditions. Field observations
indicate that available forage is extrémely limited and that severe drought conditions exist.
The below normal precipitation has resulted in forage vigor and current years growth bemg
far below normal and some areas have almost no product1or1 :

Therefore for the protection of the vegetation and watershed due to severe drought conditions
the Dry Lake/Thorely Use Area of the Wilson Creek Allotment is hereby temporarily closed
to lrvestock grazmg : :




"'This Notice of Closure is effective immediately for the 1996 grazing season and will remain
in effect until the following criteria have been met: - s

1s Vegetatlve growth begins and can sufficiently support livestock grazing
2.  The key forage spemes exh1b1t good vigor.

Upon determination that the perennial vegetatxon production is sufficient, authorized grazing
use will resume. We will ask for your participation when evaluating forage conditions
associated with lifting this closure. A map of the closure area is attached.

This closure is issued as an agreement pursuant to Title 43 Code of Federal Regulations,
Section 4110.3-3 (b).

This Notice is to inform you that any unauthorized livestock grazing upon public lands within
the Dry Lake /Thorely Use area of the Wilson Allotment under Bureau of Land
Management's. control will be in violation of 43 CFR 4140.1 (b) (1) and may be impounded.
The unauthorized livestock may be impounded at any time after five (5) days from delivery
of this notice or after five (5) days from the publishing and posting of this notice. This .

" notice is issued in accordance with 43 CFR 4150.4; any impoundment of unauthorized
livestock in connection with this notice will be done in accordance with 43 CFR 4150.4-2.

Detalled maps of the closed area are avallable at the Ely sttnct Ofﬁce Eiy, Nevada

/3 e P ‘ Q gm@ % .
Date ~ ac‘Lﬂ j €2 ~Gene Kolkman
T o o - Ely Dlstrl_ct Manager
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BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT -—@_ -3
Caliente Resource Area [ =

P.O. Box 237
Caliente, Nevada 89008

IN REPLY REFER TO:

In Reply Refer To:
. 4700 :
- (NV-055.07)

CERTIFIED MAIL # .
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

NOTICE OF FINAL DECISION
FULL FORCE AND EFFECT

CLOVER MOUNTAINS HERD MANAGEMENT AREA (HMA)
EMERGENCY REMOVAL

Severe drought conditions exist within the Clover Mountains HMA and forage
production is extremely limited. Forage utilization in the primary use area
(Pastures #1-3) within the Sheep Flat Allotment is currently in a severe use
category. From field observations of available forage and water as well as a
review of monitoring data, it has been determined the wild horses and their
habitat are being adversely impacted.

L

Approximately 50 wild horses must be gather‘ed from the HMA as well as
approximately 15 horses from the Crossroads Allotment (non-HMA area). All wild
horses gathered will be placed into the adoption program. No other portions of
the Clover Mountains HMA will be gathered in conjunction with this emergency
gather operation. The gather operation will be conducted by helicopter trapping

. and/or roping.

Under current drought management measures, domestic livestock are being removed
from Pastures #1-3 of the Sheep Flat Allotment, per signed livestock management
agreements with the 1ndiv1.dua.l 1 permittees. A notice _of closure agreement for

areas affected by the emergencyAgat er opera

Due to the emergency nature of these conditions, it is necessary to implement
this immediately, through a Full Force and Effect Decision. This decision will
be implemented on or about August 17, 1996 and will continue until the action is
completed. The rationale for placing this decision in Full Force and Effect are

as follows:

1. Drought conditions have critically limited forage production and water
availability for wild horses. The Sheep Flat Allotment portion of the
Clover Mountains HMA is receiving heavy to severe use, has received 50% of
its normal precipitation, and is not expected to produce enough forage to
sustain the animals currently occupying the area.

2. Water availability for the horses’ consumption is limited to that.water
supplied by the livestock permittees and will no longer be available
following the removal of the permittees’ livestock.

AUTHORITY: The authority for this decision is contained in Sec.3(a) and (b) and
Sec.4 of the Wild Free-Roaming Horse and Burro Act (P.L. 92-195) as amended and
Title 43 of the Code of Federal Regulations. The authority for the Full Force
and Effect decision can be found at 43 CFR 4770.3(c) which states:

"Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph (a) of 4.21 of this title,

' the authorized officer may provide that the decisions to remove wild
. horses or burros from public or private lands in situations where removal

Ais required by applicable law or is necessary to .preserve or maintain a




thriving ecological balance and multiple use relationship shall be ~
effective upon issuance or on a date established in the decision."

APPEALS: Within 30 days of receipt of this decision, you have the right of
appeal to the Board of Land Appeals, Office of the Secretary, in accordance with
the regulation at 43 CFR, Part 4, Subpart E and 43 CFR 4770.3(a) and (c). Within
30 days after filing a Notice of Appeal, you are required to provide a complete
statement of the reasons why you are appeallng.A The appellant has the burden of
showing that the decision appealed from is in error. . If you wish to file an

appeal and petition for a stay, the petition for a stay must accompany your
notice of appeal and be in accordance with 43 CFR, Part 4, Subpart E and 43 CFR
4770.3(c). Copies of the Notice of Appeal and Petltxon for a Stay must be
submitted to (1) the Interior Board of Land Appeals, Office of Hearing and
Appeals, 4015 Wilson Boulevard, Arlington, VA 22203, (2) the Regional
Solicitor’s Office, Pacific Southwest Region, U.S. Department of the Interior,
2800 Cottage Way, Room E-2753, Sacramento, CA 95825-1890, and (3) Ely District
Office, HC 33 Box 33500, Ely, NV 89301-9408. The original documents should be:
filed with this office.

If you request a stay, you have the burden of proof to demonstrate that a stay
should be granted. A petition for a stay of decision pending appeals shall show
sufficient justification based on the following standards:

1. The relative harm to the parties if the stay is granted or denied.

2. The likelihood of the appellant’s success on the merits.

3. The likelihood of immediate and irreparable harm if the stay is not
granted, and

4, Whether the public interest favors granting the stay.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: Contact Alan B. Shepherd of my staff, at (702) 726-8100
or write at the above address.

ogvé ?’(o
Hal M. Bybee gl Date

ADM - Renewable Resources

Ely District

Approval: ‘ ok /% W( ' R z 2/14 ? é

Geng X. Kolkhan Date
District Manager
Ely District

Enclosure:
1. Capture Plan




CLOVER MOUNTAINS HERD MANAGEMENT AREA
EMERGENCY GATHER PLAN

PREPARED BY
Alan B. Shepherd
Wild Horse and Burro Specialist




. I. Purpose and Need

Resource conditions and animal health are currently being adversely affected by severe drought
conditions in the southern portion of the Ely District, in Lincoln County, Nevada. The drought
conditions prevent the Herd Management Area (HMA) from producing adequate forage to
sustain those animals currently occupying the area. To prevent resource degradatmn and animal
stress, an emergency gather will be initiated.

The Ely District Manager has determined that a Full Force and Effect Decision is necessary to
accomplish an emergency gather to prevent resource degradation. Field observations of forage
and water availability have indicated that wild horses and their habitat are being negatively
impacted. The following conditions exist in the Clover Mountains HMA and adjacent areas:

Forage Condition:  Current year’s growth is extremely limited. Growth on native grasses
(Indian ricegrass, small galleta) averaged less than 3 inches.

Forage Utilization: Severe utilization on herbaceous forage documented throughout the
emergency gather area.

Precipitation: Precipitation for the past 12 months has averaged 50% of normal.

Water Avarlablhty Water is limited to troughs being ﬁlled by the livestock permittee. All
. reservoirs within the emergency gather area are dry. Following removal
of the permittee’s livestock, water will no longer be supplied to the

troughs in the emergency area.

Studs = condition class 4
Capture Method: Helicopter trapping and/or roping

Number of Animals: Horses: capture 50, remove 50 within the HMA
capture 15, remove 15 outside the HMA

Age Criterion: All horses
I Area of Concern

The proposed emergency gather area is located on public lands administered by the
Bureau of Land Management’s (BLM) Ely District, in Lincoln County, Nevada. The
areas of concern are Pastures #1-3 of the Sheep Flat Allotment within the Clover
Mountains HMA and the Crossroads Allotment (non-HMA), approximately 20 miles east
of Caliente, Nevada (refer to Map 1 & 2). No other portions of the Clover Mountams
HMA will be gathered in conJunctmn with this emergency gather -
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Time Frame

The animals wﬂl be removed from the HMA beginning approximately August 20, 1996
and continuing until the emergency gather is completed.

-Gather Methods

The animals will be gathered through the use of helicopter trapping and/or roping. The
gather operation will adhere to the "Nevada Wild Horse and Burro Gather Contract"

. Number 1422-N660-C96-3004.

Administration of the Contract

The BLM will be responsible, through the above-cited contract (1422-N660-C96-3004),
for all capture, care, and temporary holding of animals until release. The Contracting
Officers Representative (COR) will the Wild Horse and Burro Specialist from the
Caliente Field Station, who will be directly responsible for conducting the emergency
gather. ]

Disposal of Removed Animals

All wild horses gathered will be sent to the Palomino Valley Center to be prepared for
adoption.

Branded and Claimed Ammals

tmw

T e e ——

A notice of intent fo impound to gather Wild Frorses will b 150080 concurrently by L L,

prior to any gathering operations in this area. The Nevada Department of Agnculture
and the District Brand Inspector will receive copies of these notices, as well as the Notice
of Public Sale, if issued. The COR or Project Inspector (PI) will contact the District
Brand Inspector and arrange dates and times if brand inspections are needed. Impounded
privately owned animals will be handled in accordance with BLM, Nevada State Office
Instruction Memoranda NV-84-116 and NV-85-416.

Destruction of Injured or Sick Animals

Any severely injured or seriously sick animals will be destroyed in accordance with 43
CFR 4730.1. Animals will be destroyed only when a definite act of mercy is needed to
alleviate pain and suffering.- The COR will make this determination; the advice of a
veterinarian will be sought if the COR is uncertain about the severity or the injury or
illness. Destruction will be done in the most humane method available.




Responsibility

The Ely District Manager is responsible for maintaining and protecting the health and
welfare of wild horses. To ensure the contractor’s compliance with contract stipulations,
-a COR from the Ely District will be on site at all times during the emergency gather.
The health and welfare of the animals will be the overriding concern of the D1stnct
Manager, Fleld Station Manager, COR and PI.

Prepared By'

sl /7¢
;piﬁd Dite

d Horse and Burro Specialist
Caliente Field Station
Ely District o

Concurrence By:

Q"@\M E o8/ic ]2

Hal M. Bybee Date
ADM Renewable Resources
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Approved By:

SN, 2 A S
“ Gene K. Kolkman Date

District Manager

Ely District
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United States Department of the Interior JED&H s |

]
' e ]
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT :__ ——
Caliente Resource Area [—] R

P.0. Box 237 IN REPLY REFER TO:
Caliente, Nevada 89008 .

In Reply Refer To:
: 4700
(NV-055.07)

CERTIFIED MAIL #
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

NOTICE OF FINAL DECISION
FULL FORCE AND EFFECT

DELAMAR MOUNTAINS HERD MANAGEMENT AREA (HMA)
EMERGENCY REMOVAL

Severe drought conditions exist within the Delamar Mountains HMA and forage
production is extremely limited. Forage utilization in the western one-third of
Pasture #4 of the Oak Springs Allotment is currently in a severe use category.
From field observations of available forage and water as well as a review of
monitoring data, it has been determined the wild horses and their habitat are
being adversely impacted.

Approximately 75 wild horses must be gathered from within the HMA and
approximately 10 horses residing outside the HMA within Pasture #2 of the Oak
Springs Allotment. All wild horses gathered will be placed into the adoption
program. No other portions of the Delamar Mountains HMA will be gathered in
conjunction with this emergency gather operation. The gather operation will be
conducted by helicopter trapping and/or roping.

Under current drought management measures, domestic livestock are being removed
from the western one-third of the Oak Springs Allotment, per signed livestock
management agreement with the allotment permittee. A notice of closure agreement
for livestock grazing is being issued in conjunction with this decision for those
areas affected by the emergency gather operation.

Due to the emergency nature of these conditions, it is necessary to implement
this immediately, through a Full Force and Effect Decision. This decision will
be implemented on or about August 17, 1996 and will continue until the action is
completed. The rationale for placing this decision in Full Force and Effect are
as follows: :

1. Drought conditions have critically limited forage production and water

’ availability for wild horses. Pasture #4 of the 0Oak Springs Allotment

portion of the Delamar Mountains HMA is receiving severe use, has received

50% of its normal precipitation, and is not expected to produce enough
forage to sustain the animals currently occupying the area.

2 Water availability for the horses’ consumption is limited to that water.
supplied by the livestock permittees and will no longer be available
following the removal of the permittees’ livestock.

AUTHORITY: The authority for this decision is contained in Sec.3(a) and (b) ard
Sec.4 of the Wild Free-Roaming Horse and Burro Act (P.L. 92-195) as amended and
Title 43 of the Code of Federal Regulations. The authority for the Full Force
and Effect decision can be found at 43 CFR 4770.3(c) which states: '

. < "(c) Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph (a) of 4.21 of this
title, the authorized officer may provide that decisions to remove wild




horses or burros from public or private lands in situations where removal
is required by applicable law or necessary to preserve or maintain a
thriving ecological balance and multiple use relatlonshlp shall be
effective upon issuance or on a date established in the decision."

APPEALS: Within 30 days of receipt of this decision, you have the right of
appeal to the Board of Land Appeals, Office of the Secretary, in accordance with
the regulation at 43 CFR, Part 4, Subpart E and 43 CFR 4770.3(a) and (c).  Within
© 30 days after filing a Notice of Appeal, you are required to provide a complete
statement of the reasons why you are appealing. The appellant has the burden of
showing that the decision appealed from is in error. If you wish to file an
appeal and petition for a stay, the petition for a stay must accompany your
notice of appeal and be in accordance with 43 CFR, Part 4, Subpart E and 43 CFR
4770.3(c). Copies of the Notice of Appeal and Petition for a Stay must be
submitted to (1) the Interior Board of Land Appeals, Office of Hearing and
Appeals, 4015 Wilson Boulevard, Arlington, VA 22203, (2) the Regional
Solicitor’s Office, Pacific Southwest Region, U.S. Department of the Interior,
2800 Cottage Way, Room E-2753, Sacramento, CA 95825-1890, and (3) Ely District
Office, HC 33 Box 33500, Ely, NV 89301-9408. The original documents should be
filed with this office.

If you request a stay, you have the burden of proof to demonstrate that a stay
should be granted. A petition for a stay of decision pending appeals shall show

sufficient justification based on the following standards: K
1. The relative harm to the parties if the stay is granted og_denied.
2. The likelihood of the appellant’s success on the merits.
3. The likelihood of immediate and irreparable harm if the stay is not

granted, and
4. Whether the public interest favors granting the stay.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: Contact Alan B. Shepherd of my staff, at (702) 726-8100
or write at the above address.

Concurrence: @’Jﬂé\m E /@‘«« ogz/c._z 7 ¢

Hal M. Bybee Date
ADM - Renewable Resources
Ely District

Approval: y M& % / 7

- Genle”A. Kolkman ate
District Manager
Ely District

Enclosure:
1. Capture Plan




DECAMAR MOUNTAINS HERD MANAGEMENT AREA
EMERGENCY GATHER PLAN

PREPARED BY
Alan B. Shepherd
Wild Horse and Burro Specialist

Caliente Field Station
Ely District
August 1996




I. Purpose and Need ' ,

Resource conditions and animal health are currently being adversely affected by severe drought
conditions in the southern portion of the Ely District, in Lincoln County, Nevada. The drought
‘conditions prevent the Herd Management Area (HMA) from producing adequate forage to
sustain those animals currently occupying the area. To prevent resource degradation and animal
stress, an emergency gather will be initiated. ' '

The Ely District Manager has determined that a Full Force and Effect Decision is necessary to
accomplish an emergency gather to prevent resource degradation. Field observations of forage
and water availability have indicated that wild horses and their habitat are being negatively
impacted. The following conditions exist in the Delamar Mountains HMA:

Forage Condition:  Current year’s growth is extremely limited. Growth on native grasses
(Indian ricegrass, small galleta) averaged less than 3 inches.

Forage Utilization: Severe utilization on herbaceous forage documented throughout the
emergency gather area. -

Precipitation: Precipitation for the past 12 months has averaged 50% of normal.

Water Availability: Water is limited to troughs being filled by the livestock permittee. All
. reservoirs within the emergency gather area are dry. Following removal
of the permittee’s livestock, water will no longer be supplied to the

troughs in the emergency area.

Animal Condition: Lact./mares = condition classes 2-4
Studs = condition class 4

Capture Method: Helicopter trapping and/or roping

Number of Animals: Horses: capture 75, remove 75 within the HMA
capture 10, remove 10 outside the HMA

Age Criterion: All horses
IL. Area of Concern

The proposed emergency gather area is located on public lands administered by the

Bureau of Land Management’s (BLM) Ely District, in Lincoln County, Nevada. The

area of concern is Pasture #4 of the Oak Springs Allotment within the Delamar HMA

and Pasture #2 of the Oak Springs Allotment (non-HMA), approximately 20 miles

- southwest of Caliente, Nevada (refer to Map 1). No other portions of the Delamar
. Mountains HMA will be gathered in conjunction with this emergency gather.




Time Frame

The animals will be removed from the HMA beginning approximately August 20, 1996
and contmumg until the emergency gather is completed.

Gather Methods

The animals will be gathered through the use of helicopter trapping and/or roping. The
gather operation will adhere to the "Nevada Wild Horse and Burro Gather Contract"
Number 1422-N660-C96-3004.

Administration of the Contract

The BLM will be responsible, through the above-cited contract (1422-N660-C96-3004),
for all capture, care, and temporary holding of animals until release. The Contracting
Officers Representatlve (COR) will the Wild Horse and Burro Specialist from the
Caliente Field Station, who will be directly responsible for conducting the emergency
gather : -

Disposal of Removed Animals

All wild horses gathered will be sent to the Palomino Valley Center to be prepared for
adoption.

Reanded and Clainied Aninmis

A notice of intent to impound to gather wild horses will be issued concurrently by BLM,
prior to any gathering operations in this area. The Nevada Department of Agriculture
and the District Brand Inspector will receive copies of these notices, as well as the Notice
of Public Sale, if issued. The COR or Project Inspector (PI) will contact the District
Brand Inspector and arrange dates and times if brand inspections are needed. Impounded
privately owned animals will be handled in accordance with BLM, Nevada State Office
Instruction Memoranda NV-84-116 and NV-85-416.

Destruction of Injured or Sick Animals

Any severely injured or seriously sick animals will be destroyed in accordance with 43
CFR 4730.1. Animals will be destroyed only when a definite act of mercy is needed to
alleviate pain and suffering. The COR will make this determination; the advice of a
veterinarian will be sought if the COR is uncertain about the severity or the injury or

illness. Destruction will be done in the most humane method available. : '




‘ IX.  Responsibility ‘

The Ely District Manager is responsible for maintaining and protecting the health and
welfare of wild horses. To ensure the contractor’s compliance with contract stipulations,
a COR from the Ely District will be on site at all times during the emergency gather.
The health and welfare of the animals will be the overriding concern of the District
Manager, Field Station Manager, COR and PI. ' '

Prepared By: -

M,////gz/ 5/ctse

- s?h{ Date
d Hors€ and Burro Specialist -

Caliente Field Station )
Ely District -

Concurrence By:

.Q\jq_p\ur\gﬁﬁw 08-16~96
Hal M. Bybee ( Date

ADM - Renewable Resources
Ely District

Approved By:

S Az, 72

“GengA. Kolkman Date
District Manager
Ely District




S

&

vy
7 Ay
Aty

S

j

A
)

{
IP

1
A

C

9

4

¥y

LB

9
{
:

Wb
\

S

X

CLOSURE AREA




o \

United States Department of the Interior Fnsc: mmm—

et e ————

) [

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT e —
Caliente Resource Area = ow
P.O. Box 237 IN REPLY REFER TO:

Caliente, Nevada 89008 -
’ ) . ~ In Reply Refer To: -

4700
(NV-055.07)
CERTIFIED MAIL #
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

NOTICE OF FINAL DECISION
FULL FORCE AND EFFECT

MEADOW VALLEY MOUNTAINS HERD MANAGEMENT AREA (HMA)
EMERGENCY REMOVAL

Severe drought conditions exist within the Meadow Valley Mountains HMA and
adjacent areas. Forage production is extremely limited. Forage utilization in
the primary use area (southern half of the HMA) is currently in a severe use
category. From field observations of available forage and water as well as a
review of monitoring data, it has been determined the wild horses and.their

habitat are being adversely impacted. -

Approximately 50 wild horses must be gathered from the Meadow Valley Mountains
HMA as well as approximately 40 wild horses and burros within the Breedlove
Allotment (non-HMA area). All wild horses gathered will be placed into the
adoption program. The gather operation will be conducted by helicopter trapping
and/or roping. No wild horses will be retained within the Meadow Valley
Mountains HMA following this gather operation.

The west half of the Henrie Complex Allotment is currently closed to domestic
livestock grazing (per Full Force and Effect Decision issued 11/24/93).

Due to the emergency nature of these conditions, it is necessary to implement
this immediately through a Full Force and Effect Decision. This decision will
be implemented on or about August 17, 1996 and will continue until the action is
completed. The rationale for placing this decision in Full Force and Effect are
as follows: ; -

1. Drought conditions have critically limited forage production and water
availability for wild horses. The Meadow Valley Mountains HMA is
receiving severe use, has received 50% of its normal precipitation, and is
not expected to produce enough forage to sustain the animals currently
occupying the area. .

2. Water availability for the horses’ consumption is limited to two water
sources located within Hackberry Canyon on the southern boundary of the
HMA. All reservoirs within the HMA are dry.

AUTHORITY: The authority for this decision is contained in Sec.3(a) and (b) and
Sec.4 of the Wild Free-Roaming Horse and Burro Act (P.L. 92-195) as amended and
Title 43 of the Code of Federal Regulations. The authority for the Full Force
and Effect decision can be found at 43 CFR 4770.3(c) which states: :

"Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph (a) of 4.21 of this title,
the authorized officer may provide that decisions to remove wild horses or
- burros from public or private lands in situations where removal is
required by applicable law or is necessary to preserve or maintain a
thriving ecological balance and multiple use relationship shall be
effective upon issuance or on a date established in the decision.”




. APPEALS: Within 30 days of receipt of this decision, youd have the right of

appeal to the Board of Land Appeals, Office of the Secretary, in accordance with
the regulation at 43 CFR, Part 4, Subpart E and 43 CFR 4770.3(a) and (c). Within
30 days after filing a Notice of Appeal, you are required to provide a complete
statement of the reasons why you are appealing.. The appellant has the burden of
showing that the decision appealed from is in error. If you wish to file an
appeal and petition for a stay, the petition for a stay must accompany your
notice of appeal and be in accordance with 43 CFR, Part 4, Subpart E and 43 CFR"
4770.3(c). Copies of the Notice of Appeal and Petition for a Stay must be
submitted to (1) the Interior Board of Land Appeals, Office of Hearing and
Appeals, 4015 Wilson Boulevard, Arlington, VA 22203, (2) the Regional
Solicitor’s Office, Pacific Southwest Region, U.S. Department of the Interior,
2800 Cottage Way, Room E-~2753, Sacramento, CA 95825-1890, and (3) Ely District
Office, HC 33 Box 33500, Ely, NV 89301-9408. The original documents should be
filed with this office.

If you request a stay, you have the burden of proof to demonstrate that a stay
should be granted. A petition for a stay of decision pending appeals shall show
sufficient justification based on the following standards:

1 B0 The relative harm to the parties if the stay is granted or denied.
2. The likelihood of the appellant’s success on the merits. <
3 The likelihood of immediate and irreparable harm if the stay is not

granted, and
4. Whether the public interest favors granting the stay.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: Contact Alan B. Shepherd of my staff, at (702) 726-8100
or write at the above address.

Concurrence: @“LLQSV\ ?Qg/ak cDDE{ (/6 /76

Hal M. Bybee &1447 ate
ADM - Renewable Resoutce
Ely District

Approval: W — ' Eé 2 2 %A%
Gene . Kolkman A D&te

District Manager
Ely District

Enclosure:
1. cCapture Plan




NIEADO?V VALLEY MOUNTAINS HERD MANAGEMENT AREA
EMERGENCY GATHER PLAN

PREPARED BY
Alan B. Shepherd
Wild Horse and Burro Specialist

Caliente Field Station
Ely District
August 1996




‘ I. Purpose and Need

]

Resource conditions and animal health are currently being adversely affected by severe drought
conditions in the southern portion of the Ely District, in Lincoln County, Nevada. The drought
- conditions prevent the. Herd Management Area (HMA) from producing adequate forage to
sustain those animals currently occupying the area. To prevent resource degradation and animal
stress, an emergency_gather will be initiated.

The Ely District Manager has determined that a Full Force and Effect Decision is necessary to
accomplish an emergency gather to prevent resource degradation. Field observations of forage
and water availability have indicated that wild horses and their habitat are being negatively
impacted. The following conditions exist within the Meadow Valley Mountains HMA and

adjacent areas:

Forage Condition:
Forage Utilization:
Precipitation:
. Water Availability:
Animal Condition:
Capture Method:

Number of Animals:

- Age Criterion:

Current year’s growth is extremely limited. Growth on native grasses
(Indian ricegrass, small galleta) averaged less than 3 inches.

Severe utilization on herbaceous forage documented througﬁout the
emergency gather area.

Precipitation for the past 12 months has averaged 50% of normal.

Water is limited to two water sources located within Hackberry Canyon
along the southern boundary of the HMA. All reservoirs within the
emergency gather area are dry.

Lact./mares = condition classes 2-4
Studs = condition class 4 '

Helicopter trapping and/or roping
Meadow Valley Mountaing HMA Horses: capture 50, remove 50
Non-HMA area (Breedlove Allotment): capture 40, remove 40 (horses and

burros)

All horses and burros

II. Area of Concern

The proposed emergency gather area is located on public lands administered by the
Bureau of Land Management’s (BLM) Ely District, in Lincoln County, Nevada. The
areas of concern are the Meadow Valley Mountains HMA (western one-half of the
Henrie Complex Allotment) and the Breedlove Allotment (non-HMA area),

approximately 30 miles south of Caliente, Nevada (refer to Map 1&2).




Numbers of Horses s

Based on census data obtained in November 1994 and past gathers, approximately 50
wild horses exist within the Meadow Valley Mountains HMA and approximately 40
- horses and burros within the Breedlove Allotment. No wild horses will be retained
within the Meadow Valley Mountains HMA following the gather operation. '

Time Frame

The animals will be removed from the HMA beginning approximately August 20, 1996
and continuing until the emergency gather is completed.

Gather Methods

The animals will be gathered through the use of helicopter trapping and/or roping. The
gather operation will adhere to the "Nevada Wild Horse and Burro Gather Contract”
Number 1422-N660-C96-3004. .

Administration of the Contract

The BLM will be responsible, through the above-cited contract (1422-N660-C96-3004),
for all capture, care, and temporary holding of animals until release. The Contracting
Officers Representative (COR) will the Wild Horse and Burro Specialist from the
Caliente Field Station, who will be directly responsible for conducting the emergency
gather.

Desert Tortoise

1. The contractor and all employees will be informed about the desert tortoise
(which will include information provided by the BLM on the life history of the
- desert tortoise, its protected status, protocols for dealing with tortoises if and
when they are encountered, and the definition of "take" via informational handout
provided by the BLM. Each shall be advised of the potential impacts to desert
tortoises and potential penalties (up to $50,000 in ﬁnes and one year in prison)

for taking a Federally protected species.

The contractor shall ensure that all personnel associated with the gather shall
acknowledge receipt of the tortoise information through the signing of the
acknowledgement for which shall be returned to the BLM upon completion of
circulation to all employees.

2. Trap sites and holding corral locations and helicopter staging areas wﬂl be
selected with the input of a BLM biologist to ensure that impacts to tortoise
habitat are avoided.




3. Trap sites, holding corral, and staging areas will be surveyed for desert tortoise
and tortoise burrows before use by a BLM biologist. If an active tortoise burrow
is located on the proposed site, a new site will be selected.

4.  Tothe extent.possible, all traps, holding corrals, and staging areas will be located
in previously disturbed areas, which are devoid of perennial vegetation and will
be located adjacent to existing roads and trails.

b To the extent possible, vehicular travel will be restricted to existing roads, trails,
and washes. If off-road vehicular travel is necessary, the route will be surveyed
for the presence of desert tortoise before use.

6. Garbage and similar items will be placed in appropriate containers and not
allowed to accumulate in order to discourage the attraction of ravens to the area.

y If a desert tortoise should wander onto the trap, holding corral or staging area,
all activities with the potential to harm the desert tortoise will cease until the
tortoise moves out of harms way under its own volition.

8. The discharge of firearms will be prohibited at all trap and holding sites except
in the case of euthanasia of a captured animal (wild horse, mule, or burro) by a
-authorized BLM employee.

Disposal of Removed Animals

All wild horses gathered will be sent to the Palomino Valley Center to be prepared for
adoption.

Branded and Claimed Animals

A notice of intent to impound to gather wild horses and burros will be issued
concurrently by BLM, prior to any gathering operations in this area. The Nevada
Department of Agriculture and the District Brand Inspector will receive. copies of these
notices, as well as the Notice of Public Sale, if issued. The COR or Project Inspector
(PI) will contact the District Brand Inspector and arrange dates and times if brand
inspections are needed. Impounded privately owned animals will be handled in
accordance with BLM, Nevada State Office Instruction Memoranda NV-84-116 and NV—
85-416.

Destructlon of Injured or Sle Animals

Any severely injured or seriously sick animals will be destroyed in accordance w1th 43
CFR 4730.1. Animals will be destroyed only when a definite act of mercy is needed to

alleviate pain and suffering.- The COR will make this determination; the advice of a

veterinarian will be sought if the COR is uncertain about the severity or the i mjury or
illness. Destruction will be done in the most humane method avaﬂable _




. XI.  Responsibility

¥

The Ely District Manager is responsible for maintaining and protecting the health and
welfare of wild horses. To ensure the contractor’s compliance with contract stipulations,
a COR from the Ely District will be on site at all times during the emergency gather.
The health and welfare of the animals will be the overriding concern of the District

Manager, Field Station Manager, COR and PIL.

Prepared By:

Al z erd
ild Horse and Burro Specialist

Caliente Field Station
Ely District

Concurrence By:

- @Jﬂp\v{%ﬁjw

Hal M. Bybee
ADM - Renewable Resources
Ely District

~ Approved By:

GeneA. Kolkman
- District Manager
Ely District -
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Caliente Resource Area = [4]

P.O. Box 237 . IN REPLY REFER TO:
Caliente, Nevada 89008 :

In Reply Refer To:
4700
(NV-055.07)

CERTIFIED MAIL #
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

NOTICE OF FINAL DECISION
FULL FORCE AND EFFECT

MILLER FLAT HERD MANAGEMENT AREA (HMA)
EMERGENCY REMOVAL

Severe drought conditions exist within the Miller Flat HMA and forage production
is extremely limited. Forage utilization in the western two-thirds of the Sheep
Springs Allotment and over 75% of the Rabbit Springs Allotment is currently in
a severe use category. From field observations of available forage and water as
well as a review of monitoring data, it has been determined the wild horses and
their habitat are being adversely impacted.

Approximately 100 wild horses must be gathered from within the HMA. All wild
horses gathered will be placed into the adoption program. No other portions of
the Miller Flat HMA will be gathered in conjunction with this emergency gather
operation. The gather operation will be conducted by helicopter trapping and/or
roping. .

The Rabbit Springs and Sheep Springs allotments have not been grazed by domestic
livestock (cattle and/or sheep) for approximately twenty (20) years due to large
numbers of wild horses and limited forage.

Due to the emergency nature of these conditions, it is necessary to implement
this immediately, through a Full Force and Effect Decision. This decision will
be implemented on or about October 2, 1996 and will continue until the action is
completed. The rationale for placing this decision in Full Force and Effect are
as follows:

1, Drought conditions have critically limited forage production and water
availability for wild horses. The western two-thirds of the Sheep Springs
allotment and over 75% of the Rabbit Springs allotment is receiving severe
use, has received 50% of its normal precipitation, and is not expected to
produce enough forage to sustain the animals currently occupying the area.

2. Water availability for the horses’ consumptién is limited to a water
source (Rabbit Spring) which is located on private property. The
remaining spring sources supply only marginal amounts of water for the

horses.

AUTHORITY: The authority for this decision is contained in Sec.3(a) and (b) and
Sec.4 of the Wild Free-Roaming Horse and Burro Act (P.L. 92-195) as amended .and
Title 43 of the Code of Federal Regulations. The authority for the Full Force
and Effect decision can be found at 43 CFR 4770.3(c) which states:




"(c) Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph (a) of 4.21 of this”
title, the authorized officer may provide that decisions to remove wild
horses or burros from public or private lands in situations where removal
is required by applicable law or necessary to preserve or maintain a
thriving ecologlcal balance and multiple use relationsh;p shall be
effective upon issuance or on a date established in the decision.”

APPEALS: Within 30 days of receipt of this dec;s;on, you have the right of
appeal to the Board of Land Appeals, Office of the Secretary, in accordance with
the regulation at 43 CFR, Part 4, Subpart E and 43 CFR 4770.3(a) and (c). Within
30 days after filing a Notice of Appeal, you are required to provide a complete
statement of the reasons why you are appealing. The appellant has the burden of
showing that the decision appealed from is in error. If you wish to file an
appeal and petition for a stay, the petition for a stay must accompany your
notice of appeal and be in accordance with 43 CFR, Part 4, Subpart E and 43 CFR
4770.3(c). Copies of the Notice of Appeal and Petition for a Stay must be
submitted to (1) the Interior Board of Land Appeals, Office of Hearing and
Appeals, 4015 Wilson Boulevard, Arlington, VA 22203, (2) the Regional
Solicitor’s Office, Pacific Southwest Region, U.S. Department of the Interior,
2800 Cottage Way, Room E-2753, Sacramento, CA 95825-1890, and (3) Ely District
Offlce, HC 33 Box 33500, Ely, NV 89301-9408. The original documents should be
filed with this office.

If you request a stay, you have the burden of proof to demonstrate that a stay
should be granted. A petition for a stay of decision pending appeals shall show
sufficient justification based on the following standards:

1. The relative harm to the parties if the stay is granted or denied.
2. The likelihood of the appellant’s success on the merits.

3. The likelihood of immediate and irreparable harm if the stay is not
granted, and

4. Whether the public interest favors granting the stay.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: Contact Alan B. Shepherd of my staff, at (702) 726-8100
or write at the above address.

Concurrence: Q—L»P% i\),, Q/L»A-—- £ra¢ -

Hal M. Bybee Date
ADM - Renewable Resources .
Ely District

Approval: v 52254,25
_ ~ et Gene A. Kdlkman . ate

District Manager
Ely District

Enclosure:
1. Capture Plan




"—MILLER FLAT HERD MANAGEMENT AREA
EMERGENCY GATHER PLAN

PREPARED BY
Alan B. Shepherd
Wild Horse and Burro Specialist

Caliente Field Station
Ely District
August 1996




1. Purpose and Need

Resource conditions and animal health are currently being adversely affected by severe drought
conditions in the southern portion of the Ely District, in Lincoln County, Nevada. The drought
conditions prevent the Herd Management Area (HMA) from producing adequdte forage to
sustain those animals currently occupying the area. To prevent resource degradatlon and ammal
stress, an emergency gather will be initiated.

The Ely District Manager has determined that a Full Force and Effect Decision is necessary to
accomplish an emergency gather to prevent resource degradation. Field observations of forage
and water availability have indicated that wild horses and- their habitat are being negatively
impacted. The following conditions exist in the Miller Flat HMA:

- Forage Condition:  Current year’s growth is extremely limited. Growth on native grasses
(Indian ricegrass, small galleta) averaged less than 3 inches.

Forage Utilization: Severe utilization on herbaceous forage documented throughout the
emergency gather area. E

Precipitation: Precipitation for the past 12 months has averaged 50% of normal.
Water Availability: Water is limited to Rabbit Spring, which is located on private property.
. All other spring sources supply marginal water to the wild horses. All

reservoirs within the emergency gather area are dry.

Animal Condition: Lact./mares = condition classes 2-4 .
Studs = condition class 4

Capture Method: ~ Helicopter trapping and/or roping
Number of Animals: Horses: capture 150, remove 100
Age Criterion: All horses

II. Area of Concern

The proposed emergency gather area is located on public lands administered by the
Bureau of Land Management’s (BLM) Ely District, in Lincoln County, Nevada. The
areas of concern are the western two-thirds of the Sheep Springs Allotment and all of the
Rabbit Springs Allotment within the Miller Flat HMA, approximately 20 miles northeast
of Caliente, Nevada (refer to Map 1). No other portions of the Mﬂler Flat HMA wﬂl
be gathered in conjunction with this emergency gather.




Time Frame

The animals will be removed from the HMA beginning apprommately October 2, 1996
and contmumg until the emergency gather is completed

Gather Methods

The animals will be gathered through the use of helicopter trapping and/or roping. The
gather operation will adhere to the "Nevada Wild Horse and Burro Gather Contract"
Number 1422-N660-C96-3004.

Administration of the Contract

The BLM will be responsible, through the above-cited contract (1422-N660-C96-3004),
for all capture, care, and temporary holding of animals until release. The Contracting
Officers Representative (COR) will be the Wild Horse and Burro Specialist from the
Caliente Field Station, who will be directly responsible for conducting the emergency
gather.

Disposal of Removed Animals

All wild horses gathered will be sent to the Palomino Valley Center to be prepared for
adoption.

Branded and Claimed Animals

A notice of intent to impound to gather wild horses will be issued concurrently by BLM,
prior to any gathering operations in this area. The Nevada Department of Agriculture
and the District Brand Inspector will receive copies of these notices, as well as the Notice
of Public Sale, if issued. The COR or Project Inspector (PI) will contact the District
Brand Inspector and arrange dates and times if brand inspections are needed. Impounded
privately owned animals will be handled in accordance with BLM, Nevada State Office
- Instruction Memoranda NV-84-116 and NV-85-416.

Destruction of Injured or Sick An_imals

Any severely injured or seriously sick animals will be destroyed in accordance with 43
CFR 4730.1. Animals will be destroyed only when a definite act of mercy is needed to
alleviate pain and suffering. The COR will make this determination; the advice of a
veterinarian will be sought if the COR is uncertain about the severity or the injury or
illness. Destruction will be done in the most humane method available.




. IX. Responsibility

The Ely District Manager is responsible for maintaining and protecting the health and
welfare of wild horses. To ensure the contractor’s compliance with contract stipulations,
a COR from the Ely District will be on site at all times during the emergency gather.
The health and welfare of the animals will be the overriding concern of the District
Manager, Field Station Manager, COR and PL. S '

Prepared By:
AL L Sl
Al ~Sheptterd Date
ild H and Burro Specialist
iente Field Station
Ely District ' i

Concurrence By:

SURNE N

Hal M. Bybee 6 Date
ADM - Renewable Resources
Ely District

Approved By:

e Rt ﬁ?égéa_
Gene A. Kalkfan Daie

District Manager
Ely District
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United States Department of the Interior AMRCA mmm—
Lovc iodon e oo s ek
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT B
Ely District Office e == [
HC 33 Box 33500 IN REPLY REFER TO:

T REPLY REFERTECE ’ Ely, Nevada 89301-9408

e . -~ d
s

- 4700 (NV-043)

AUG = 0 1596

Dear Reader:

This letter is to inform you that the Ely District plans to remove wild horses from five herd
management areas (HMAs) that are being severely impacted by drought conditions in Lincoln
and Nye Counties. From field observations of available forage and water, as well as a review
of monitoring data, it has been determined that the wild horses and their habitat are already

_ being adversely impacted in these five HMAs. Forage production is extremely limited, as is
available water, annual precipitation is less than 50% of normal, and forage utilization is
already moderate to severe. Winter feed is already overutilized. Livestock closures are -
occurring in conjunction with the wild horse removals. The removals are scheduled to

. commence lmmedlately and will continue through September until completed.

The five HMAs scheduled for emergency removals are Highland Peak, Miller Flat, White
River, Seaman, and Dry Lake. It is proposed to remove approximately 175 wild horses from
within and adjacent to the Highland Peak HMA. Approximately 70 wild horses will remain
in the HMA upon completion of the removal. The Highland Peak HMA Emergency Gather
Plan and Notice of Final Full Force and Effect Decision are enclosed (Enclosure 1).

There are approximately 100 wild horses proposed for the scheduled removal from the Miller
Flat HMA, and approximately 60 wild horses will remain in the HMA after the removal is
completed. The Miller Flat HMA Emergency Gather Plan and Notice of Final Full Force and
Effect Decision are enclosed (Enclosure 2).

There are approximately 275 wild horses scheduled to be removed from the White River
HMA during the emergency removal, and approximately 250 wild horses are proposed for
removal from the Seaman HMA. Upon completion, the number of wild horses remaining in
these two HMAs will be at the lower limits of their respective appropriate management levels
(AMLs) as established through the allotment monitoring/evaluation process. The White River
HMA will have 77 wild horses remaining and 136 will remain in the Seaman HMA.
Enclosed you will find the DR/FONSI, Environmental Assessment (EA No. NV-040-96-05), -
and the Wild Horse Capture/Removal Plan for the Seaman and White River HMAs
(Enclosure 3). g o

Approximately 200 wild horses are proposed for removal from the Dry Lake HMA, to reach
the lower limits of the AML established for the HMA. There will be 80 horses remaining in
the HMA after the removal. This removal is a continuation of the action addressed in the

Wild Horse Removal Plan for Dry Lake/Wilson Creek HMA and the Patterson Seedings and




the associated EA No. NV-040-02-22, which were approved on May 28, 1993. This removal
does not constitute a new decision, since current monitoring data show the established AML
is still valid and the capture methods remain the same as stated in the Removal Plan/EA, even
though the removal is driven by emergency drought conditions. Therefore, as stated in the
Removal Plan and EA, a new DR/FONSI is not required to achieve or maintain the
established AML through removal of excess animals..

If you have any questigﬁs regarding these emergency drought removals, contact Bob Brown,
Ely District Wild Horse Specialist, at the above address or phone him at (702) 289-1843.
Sincerely, .
A WA
¢ / o

Gene A. Kolkm
District Manager

4 Enclosures ,
1. Highland Peak HMA Emergency Gather Plan and Notice of Decision (8pp)
2. Miller Flat HMA Emergency Gather Plan and Notice of Decision (7pp)
3. Wild Horse Capture/Removal Plan for the Seaman and White River HMAs, EA No.
NV-040-96-05 and DR/FONSI (47pp) ’ ;
4. Dry Lake maps (2pp) ' '
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United States Department of the Interior Jios) mmmm—
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BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT -
Caliente Resource Area . - -
P.O. Box 237 IN REPLY REFER TO:

Caliente, Nevada 89008

In Reply Refer To:
4700
(NV-055.07)

CERTIFIED MAIL #
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

NOTICE OF FINAL DECISION
FULL FORCE AND EFFECT

HIGHLAND PEAK HERD MANAGEMENT AREA (HMA)
. EMERGENCY REMOVAL

Severe drought conditions exist within the Highland Peak HMA and adjacent areas.
Forage production is extremely limited. Forage utilization in the Klondike,
Black Canyon, Bennett Springs (western one-half), and Highland Peak (eastern one-
half) allotments of the Highland Peak HMA is currently in a severe use category.
From field observations of available forage and water as well as a review of
monitoring data, it has been determined the wild horses and their habitat are
being adversely impacted.

Approximately 150 wild horses must be gathered from within the HMA as well as
approximately 25 horses from outside the HMA within the Ely Springs Cattle Allot
ment (10 horses) and from private property around Castleton, NV (15 horses). All
wild horses gathered will be placed into the adoption program. The gather
operation will be conducted by helicopter trapping and/or roping.

The allotments contained within the Highland Peak HMA are grazed annually during
the winter months (Dec-Mar) by domestic sheep.

Due to the emergency nature of these conditions, it is necessary to implement
this immediately, through a Full Force and Effect Decision. This decision will
be implemented on or about September 27, 1996 and will continue until the action
is completed. The rationale for placing this decision in Full Force and Effect
are as follows:

1. Drought conditions have critically limited forage production and water
availability for wild horses. The western one-half of the Bennett Springs
allotment, eastern one-half of the Highland Peak allotment, and all of the’
Klondike and Black Canyon allotments is receiving severe use, has received
50% of its normal precipitation, and is not expected to produce enough
forage to sustain the animals currently occupying the area.

2. Water availability for the horses’ consumbtion is limited to a water
source (Bennett Springs) which is located on private property. The
remaining spring sources supply only marginal amounts of water for the
horses. ’

AUTHORITY: The authority for this decision is contained in Sec.3(a) and (b) and

Sec.4 of the Wild Free-Roaming Horse and Burro Act (P.L. 92-195) as amended and

~Title 43 of the Code of Federal Regulations. The authority for the Full Force
and Effect decision can be found at 43 CFR 4770.3(c) which states:




"(c) Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph (a) of 4.21 of this’
title, the authorized officer may provide that decidions to remove wild
horses or burros from public or private lands in situations where removal
is required by applicable law or necessary to preserve or maintain a
thriving ecological balance and multiple use relationship shall be
effective upon issuance or on a date establlshed in the decision."

APPEALS: Wlthin 30 days of receipt of this decision, you have the rlght of-
" appeal to the Board of Land Appeals, Office of the Secretary, in accordance with
the regulation at-43 CFR, Part 4, Subpart E and 43 CFR 4770.3(a) and (c). Within
30 days after filing a Notice of Appeal, you are required to provide a complete
statement of the reasons why you are appealing. The appellant has the burden of
showing that the decision appealed from is in error. If you wish to file an
appeal and petition for a stay, the petition for a stay must accompany your
notice of appeal and be in accordance with 43 CFR, Part 4, Subpart E and 43 CFR
4770.3(c). Copies of the Notice of Appeal and Petition for a Stay must be
submitted to (1) the Interior Board of Land Appeals, Office of Hearing and
Appeals, 4015 Wilson Boulevard, Arlington, VA 22203, (2) the Regional
Solicitor’s Office, Pacific Southwest Region, U.S. Department of the Interior,
2800 Cottage Way, Room E-2753, Sacramento, CA 95825-1890, and (3) Ely District
Office, HC 33 Box 33500, Ely, NV 89301-9408. The original documents should be
filed with this office.

'If you request a stay, you have the burden of proof to demonstrate that_a stay
should be granted. A petition for a stay of decision pending appeals shall show
sufficient justification based on the following standards:

1. The relative harm to the parties if the stay is granted or denied.
2 The likelihood of the appellant’s success on the merits.

3. ‘The likelihood of immediate and irreparable harm if the stay is not
granted, and

4. Whether the public interest favors granting the stay.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: Contact Alan B. Shepherd of my staff, at (702) 726-8100
or write at the above address.

Concurrence: @TL—Q\'V\E L/\/ 5"&4 - 76

Hal M. Bybee Date
ADM - Renewable Resou N
Ely District

| ~—
Approval: S-D / %4 g’zé
Gene A. kman Date
District Manager
Ely District
Enclosure:

l. Capture Plan




HIGHLAND PEAK HERD MANAGEMENT AREA
EMERGENCY GATHER PLAN -

PREPARED BY
Alan B. Shepherd
Wild Horse and Burro Specialist

Caliente Field Station
Ely District
August 1996




I. Purpose and Need

Resource conditions and animal health are currently being adversely affected by severe drought
conditions in the southern portion of the Ely District, in Lincoln County, Nevada. The drought
conditions prevent the Herd Management Area (HMA) from producing adequate forage to
sustain those animals currently occupying the area. To prevent resource degradatmn and animal
stress, an emergency | gather will be initiated.

The Ely District Manager has determined that a Full Force and Effect Decision is necessary to
accomplish an emergency gather to prevent resource degradation. Field observations of forage
and water availability have indicated that wild horses and their habitat are being negatively
impacted. The following conditions exist in the Highland Peak HMA and adjacent areas:

Forage Condition:
Forage Utilization:

Precipitation:

Water Availabiljty:

Animal Condition:

Capture Method:

Number of Animals:

Age Criterion:

Current year’s growth is extremely limited. Growth on native grassés
(Indian ricegrass, small galleta) averaged less than 3 inches.

Severe utilization on herbaceous forage documented throughout the
emergency gather area.

Precipitation for the past 12 months has averaged 50% of normal.

Water is limited to Bennett Springs, which is located on private property.
All other spring sources within the emergency area supply only marginal
water for the horses. All reservoirs within the emergency gather area are -

dry.

Lact./mares = condition classes 2-4
Studs = condition class 4

‘Helicopter trapping and/or roping

Horses: capture 200, remove 150 within the HMA
capture 25, remove 25 outside the HMA

All horses

II. Area of Concern

The proposed emergency gather area is located on public lands administered by the
. Bureau of Land Management’s (BLM) Ely District, in Lincoln County, Nevada. The
areas of concern are the western one-half of the Bennett Springs allotment, eastern. one-
half of the Highland Peak allotment, Klondike allotment, and Black Canyon allotment
within the Highland Peak HMA, Pasture #1 of the Ely Springs Allotment (non-HMA),
and private property around Castleton, NV approximately 25 miles north of Caliente,

Nevada (refer to Map 1 & 2).




Time Frame

’

The animals will be removed from the HMA beginning approximately September 27,
1996 and continuing until the emergency gather is completed.

~ Gather Methods

The animals will be gathered through the use of helicopter tfapping and/or roping. The
gather operation will adhere to the "Nevada Wild Horse and Burro Gather Contract”
Number 1422-N660-C96-3004.

Administration of the Contract

The BLM will be responsible, through the above-cited contract (1422-N660-C96-3004),
for all capture, care, and temporary holding of animals until release. The Contracting
Officers Representative (COR) will be the Wild Horse and Burro Specialist from the
Caliente Field Station, who will be directly responsible for conducting the emergency
gather.

Disposal of Removed Animals

All wild horses gathered will be sent to the Palomino Valley Center to be prepared for
adoption. .

Branded and Claimed Animals

A notice of intent to impound to gather wild horses will be issued concurrently by BLM,
prior to any gathering operations in this area. The Nevada Department of Agriculture
and the District Brand Inspector will receive copies of these notices, as well as the Notice
of Public Sale, if issued. The COR or Project Inspector (PI) will contact the District
Brand Inspector and arrange dates and times if brand inspections are needed. Impounded
privately owned animals will be handled in accordance with BLM, Nevada State Office
Instruction Memoranda NV-84-116 and NV-85-416.

Destruction of Injured or Sick Animals

Any severely injured or seriously sick animals will be destroyed in accordance with 43
CFR 4730.1. Animals will be destroyed only when a definite act of mercy is needed to
alleviate pain and suffering. The COR will make this determination; the advice of a
veterinarian will be sought if the COR is uncertain about the severity or the i m_]ury or
illness. Destruction will be done in the most humane method available.




. IX. Responsibility ‘

The Ely District Manager is responsible for maintaining and protecting the health and
welfare of wild horses. To ensure the contractor’s compliance with contract stipulations,
a COR from the Ely District will be on site at all times during the emergency gather.
. The health and welfare of the animals will be the overriding concern of the District
' Manager, Field Station Mariager, COR and PIL ' ' '

Prepared By:

?/zo/‘ié

Da{e /

Cdliente Field Station
Ely District

Concurrence By:

@\L&P% B y/ 5 26-24
Hal M. Bybee Date
ADM - Renewable Resources

Ely District

Approved By:

</
Gene A. Kol¥man

District Manager
Ely District

s8ls/%5

Date
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- United States Department of the Interior

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT
Ely District Office
HC 33 Box 33500
Ely, NV 89301-9408

: In Reply,Refer To:
4700 (NV-043)

CERTIFIED MAIL #
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

DR/FONSI
SEAMAN AND WHITE RIVER HMAS WILD HORSE REMOVAL PLAN
EA NO. NV-040-96-05

DECISION: I have reviewed the 1996 environmental assessment (EA # NV-040-96-05) for
the Seaman and White River Herd Management Areas (HMAs) Wild Horse Removal and I
concur with the analysis for this decision. No mitigation is required beyond the Standard
Operating Procedures which are considered part of the proposed action. The allotment
evaluations and final multiple use decisions (FMUDs) for the allotments within both HMAs
also suggest the proposed removal takes place. I concur with the recommendation to conduct
a selective removal as described in the Wild Horse Capture/Removal Plan for Seaman HMA
and Whlte River HMA.

" The non-selected alternatives analyzed in EA # NV-040-96-05 consist of water trapping wild
horses, trapping wild horses by herding them on horseback, and no action.

This final decision is issued Full Force and Effect to allow for the immediate removal of
excess wild horses from the Seaman and White River HMAs.

Severe drought conditions currently exist within and adjacent to the White River and Seaman
HMAs. Forage production is extremely limited. Forage utilization is currently in moderate to
severe use categories. From field observations of available forage and water, as well as a
review of monitoring data, it has been.determined that the wild horses (which are in poor to
fair body condition) and their habitats are being adversely lmpacted

Approximately 275 excess wild horses must be removed from the White River HMA and
approximately 250 excess wild horses must be removed from the Seaman HMA. All wild
horses that are removed will be placed into the adoption program regardless of age, during -
this initial drought related removal. The gather operation will be conducted by helicopter -
trapping and/or roping. The removal will reduce both ' HMAs to the lower limits of their
respective AMLs, due to extreme drought conditions, which are 77 wild horses remalmng in
the White River HMA and 136 ammals in the Seaman HMA.




Livestock closures will occur on those areas within both HMAs, in conjunction with the
removal of wild horses, that are severely impacted by the drought.

Due to the emergency nature of these conditions, it is necessary to implement this, action .
immediately, through a Full Force and Effect Decision. This decision will be 1mplementecl on -
or about September 2, 1996 and will continue until the action is completed S

Rationale: The pr0p<3§ed action will result in wild horses being managed at appropriate
management levels (AMLs) within the allotments of the Seaman and White River HMAs,
establishing a thriving natural ecological balance among all multiple users. The proposal is in
conformance with the Wild Free-Roaming Horse and Burro Act of 1971 (P. L. 92-195), as
amended. It also conforms with the Schell MFP and ROD, as well as the Egan RMP and
ROD. In addition, it complies with the provisions of 43 CFR 4710.4 which states,
"Management of wild horses and burros shall be undertaken with the objective of limiting the
animals' distribution to herd areas."

Direct and indirect environmental benefits are anticipated for livestock and wildlife, as well as
the remaining wild horses, with the adoption of the proposed action. The removal will result
in improvement of the rangeland resources through decreased utilization of the forage and
water resources within the HMAs, thus restoring the range to a thriving natural ecological
balance.

‘ The immediate removal of excess wild horses from the HMAs is necessary to avert the
imminent degradation of the rangeland resources caused by overgrazing of wild horses and to
restore the range to a thriving natural ecological balance. It is also necessary to comply with
the provisions of 43 CFR 4710.4.

The rationale for placing this decision in Full Force and Effect are as follows:

1. Drought conditions have critically.limited forage production and water availability
for wild horses. Portions of both HMAs have already been severely overutilized,
precipitation is less than 50% of normal, and current forage production is not enough
to sustain the animals currently occupying the area.

2. Water availability for the wild horses' consumption is limited throughbuf both
HMAs. Reservoirs are dry and spring flows are bélow normal, supplying only
marginal amounts of water for the wild horses.

" 3. The animals are already below normal in Bo’dy condition and will become more
stressed as the drought continues, possibly to the point of death from lack of forage
and water. :

The authority for this decision is contained in Sec. 3 (a) and (b) and Sec. 4 of the Wild
. Free-Roaming Horse and Burro ‘Act of 1971 (P. L. 92-195), as amended, and Title 43 of the

2




~ Code of Federal Regulations. The authority for the Full Force and Effect Decision is
contained in the regulations at 43 CFR 4770.3 (c), which states:

"Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph (a) of 4.21 of this title, the authorized
officer may provide that decisions to remove wild horses or burros from pubhc or
private lands in situations where removal is required by applicable law or is necessary
to preserve or maintain a thriving ecological balance and multiple use relationship -
shall be effective upon issuance or on a date established in the decision."

FONSI: There will not be a significant impact to the quality of the human environment
resulting from the implementation of the proposed action. Therefore, an environmental
impact statement is not required for this action.

Rationale: Analysis of impacts did not identify any unique or unknown risks, impacts to
public health or safety, high levels of public controversy, or impacts to threatened or
endangered species. The standard operating procedures will minimize negative impacts and
ensure humane treatment of the captured wild horses.

-

APPEALS: Within 30 days of receipt of this decision, you have the right of appeal to the
Board of Land Appeals, Office of the Secretary, in accordance with the regulations at 43
CFR, Part 4, Subpart E and 43 CFR 4770.3 (a) and (c). Within 30 days after filing a Notice
of Appeal, you are required to provide a complete statement of the reasons why you are
appealing. The appellant has the burden of showing that the decision appealed from is in -
error. If you wish to file an appeal and petition for a stay, the petition for a stay must
accompany your notice of appeal and be in accordance with 43 CFR, Part 4, Subpart E and
43 CFR 4770.3 (c). Copies of the Notice of Appeal and Petition for a Stay must be
submitted to (1) the Interior Board of Land Appeals, Office of Hearings and Appeals, 4015
Wilson Boulevard, Arlington, VA 22203, (2) the Regional Solicitor's Office, Pacific
Southwest Region, U.S. Department of the Interior, 2800 Cottage Way, Room E-2753,
Sacramento, CA 95825-1890, and (3) the Ely District Office, HC33 Box 33500, Ely, NV
89301-9408. The original files should be filed with this office. :

~ If you request a stay, you have the burden of proof to demonstrate that a stay should be
granted. A petition for a stay of decision pending appeals shall show sufﬁment Justlﬁcatlon
based on the followmg standards: : '

1. The relative harm to the parties if the stay is granted or denied,

2. The likelihood of the appellant's success on the merits,

W

. The iikelihood of immediate and irreparable harm if the stéy is not granted, and .

4. Whether the public interest favors granting the stay.




ADDITIONAL INFORMATION Contact Robert E. Brown of my staff at (702) 289-1843, or *

write him at the above address.

Concurrence k—-—

Approval:

2 Enclosures .

Hal M. Bybee Date

ADM; Renewable Resources
Ely District

e BIL, ot gl
Gene A. KGlkman  AeFap vor Dafe 7
District Manager -

M)w_% (Qf/«u_ s e/

~ Ely District

1. EA # NV-040-96-05 (18 pp)
.2. Capture/Removal Plan (17 pp)




United States Department of the Interior

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT -
- Ely District Office
HC 33 Box 33500
-Ely, NV 89301-9408

‘In Reply Refér To:
4700 NV--046

~-SEP 27'ﬂ§5

Fi

NOTICE OF FINAL DECISION
" FULL FORCE AND EFFECT

Ely District Lincoln County
.EMERGENCY REMOVAL

Severe drought conditions exrst within the Delamar Mountains, clover .
Mountains, Little Mountain and Wilson Creek Herd Management Areas HMA(s).
Forage production and water availability is extremely limited. Livestock have
‘been removed from the drought 1mpacted areas. The prlnciple wild horse use
areas within the HMAs are receiving heavy to severe grazing use. Based on
field observations of available forage, water sources and monitoring data, it
has been determined the wild horses and their habitat are being adversely
impacted.

The approximate number of horses to be removed by HMA are as follows:

Herd Management Approximate
Area _ Number of Horses
s 7 to be removed.

Little Mountain | 125

Delamar Mountains | 40

Clover Mountains 40

Wilson Creek 100

All wild horses gathered will be placed 1nto the adoption program. The gather
operatlon will be conducted by helicopter trapping and/or roplng. :

Due to the emergency nature of these conditions,; it is necessary to 1m§lement
this action immediately, through a Full Force and Effect Dec131on to .ensure - .
the. surv;val ‘of the remalnlng horses through the w1nter.; ; s

The ratlonale for placlng this’ decision in Full Force and Effect are as"
follows: A . .

Drought condltlons have critlcally 11mited forage produotion for w11d ;
horses. - Most of Lincoln County has received 50% of its normal’

- precipitation, *and is not expected to produce. enough forage to sustain
the animals currently occupying the area. In addition water sources are
llmlted endangerlng the survival of horses in certain portlons of. HMA s.

AUTHORITY: The authorlty for this dec151on is contalned in Sec. 3(a) and (b)

and Sec.4.of the Wild Free-Roaming Horse and Burro Act (P.L. 92-195) as: =Y
- amended and ‘'Title 43 of the Code of Federal Regulations. The authority: for

.the Full Force and Effect dEClSlon can be found at- 43 CEFR’ 4770 3(c) whlch
fstates.-‘m ' -uﬁn.w T s S s ,T‘. =y ? iy




the authorized officer may.provide that decisions to remove wild horses or
burros from public or private lands in situations where removal is required by
applicable law or necessary to preserve or maintain a thriving ecological
balance and multiple use relat;onshlp shall be effective upon issuance or on a
date establlshed in the decision." 3

APPEALS: * Wlthln 30 days of receipt of thle dec1310n, you have the right of

- appeal to the Board of Land Appeals, Office of the Secretary, in accordance
with the regulation at 43 CFR, Part 4, Subpart E and 43 CFR 4770.3(a) and (c).
Within 30 days after filing a Notice of Appeal, you are required to provide a
complete statement of the reasons why you are appeallng. The appellant has
the burden of showing that the decision appealed from is in error. If you
wish to file an appeal and petition for a stay, the petition for a stay must
accompany your notice of appeal and be in accordance with 43 CFR, Part 4,

. Subpart E and 43 CFR 4770.3(¢). Copies of the Notice of Appeal and Petition
for a Stay must be submitted to (1) the Interior Board of Land Appeals, Office
of Hearing and Appeals, 4015 Wilson Boulevard, Arlington, VA 22203, (2) the
Regional Solicitor's Office, Pacific Southwest Region, U.S. Department of the
Interior, 2800 Cottage Way, Room E-2753, Sacramento, CA 95825-1890, and (3)
Ely District Office, HC 33 Box 33500, Ely, NV 89301-9408. The original
documents should be filed with this office.

. If you request a stay, you have the burden of proof to demonstrate that.a stay .
should be granted. A petition for a stay of decision pending appeals~shall
show sufficient justification based on the following standards:

1. The relatlve harm to the parties if the stay is granted or
denied. .

2. .The likelihood of the appellant's siccess on the merits.

3. The likelihood of immediate and irreparable harm if the stay is

not granted, and .
4. Whether the public interest favors granting the stay.
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: Contact Bob Brown, Ely District Office at (702) 289-

1800, or Alan B. shepherd, caliente Field station at (702) 726-8100, or write
to the above address.

Concurrence: Q\LLQ%L%M /Z/\, i | .t@.h.Zé

Hal M. Bybee Date
ADM -~ Renewable Reso ces
Ely . Dlstrlct;

Approval:
.. Gene A. Kodkman ate
‘District Manager
Ely District
- Enclosure:

.

1.~ cepﬁure Plan 6pp
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, DELAMAR MOUNTAINS LI'ITLE MOUNTAIN, CLOVER .
MOUNTAINS, AND WILSON CREEK HERD MANAGEMENT AREA(s)
EMERGENCY GATHER' PLAN

PREPARED BY
Robert E. Brown
Wild Horse and Burro Specialist

Ely District
- September 1996




‘ L Purpose and Need
Resource conditions and animal health are currently being édversely affected by severe ‘

~drought conditions in the southemn portion of the Ely District, in Lincoln County, Nevada.
"The drought conditions prevent the -Herd Management Areas (HMA) from producing

adequate forage to sustain those animals currently - occupying the area. To prevent
resource degradation and animal stress, an emergency gather will be initiated. :

The Ely District Manager has determined that a Full Force and Effect Decision is
necessary to accomplish an emergency gather to prevent resource degradation. Field

_observations of forage and water availability have indicated that wild horses and their
habitat are being negatively impacted. The following conditions exist in the Delamar
Mountains, Clover Mountains, Little Mountain and Wilson Creek HMAs:

Forage Condition:

Forage Utilization:
Precipitation:
Water Availability:

Animal Condition:

Current year's growth is extremely limited. Growth on
native grasses (Indian ricegrass, small galleta) averaged less

-

than 3 inches. ' -

— -~
e

Heavy to severe utilization on herbaceous forage is
documented throughout the emergency gather area.

Precipitation for the past 12 months has avgraged 50% of

normal.

Water is limited at springs sources located through out
various portions of HMAs. "

Lact./mares = condition classes 2-4

* Studs = condition class 4

Horse Free Areas:

Capture Method: . -

Horses are impacting areas outside their HMA.

Helicopter trapping and/or roping. |

© Number of Animals: Capture 305_hors_eé in the following HMAs: e et

Age Criterion:

I Areaof Conce’ |

Littlé Mountain (25 i
Delamar Mountains (40)
Clover Mountains (40)

~ Wilson Creek (100)

Ail ﬁorse§

Th_é :pr‘c).pc_)éed ér-i‘lerg‘ency. "g'ather- area is loéé’ééd onpubhcfandsad;nlmgtéred bythe o,




L -

IV.

VI

VIII.

: Bureau of Land Managements (BLM) Ely District, /in Lincoln County, Nevada (see :

attached maps).
Tnne Frame

The animals will be removed from the HMA. beginning approx1mately Septernber 27, |
1996 and contlnumg until the emergency gather is completed.- )

Gather Methods

The ammals will be gathered through the use of hehcoPter trapping and/or roping. The
gather operation will adhere to the "Nevada Wild Horse and Burro Gather Contract"
Number 1422-N660-C96-3004.

Administration of the Contract

The BLM will be responsible, through the above-cited contract (1422-N660- C96-3004)
for all capture, care, and temporary holding of animals until release. The Cortracting
Officers Representative (COR) will the Wild Horse and Burro Specialists from the Ely
District Office or the Caliente Field Station, who will be directly responsible for

.conducting the emergency gather..

Disposal of Renioved Animals

- All wild horses gathered will be sent to the Palommo Valley Center to be prepared for

adoption.
Branded and Claimed Animals

A motice of intent to impound to gather wild horses will be issued concurrently by BLM,
prior to any gathering operations in this area. The Nevada Department of Agriculture and
the District Brand Inspector will receive copies of these notices, as well as the Notice of

- Public Sale, if issued. The COR or Project Inspector (PI) will contact the District Brand
Inspector and arrange dates and times if.brand inspections are meeded. Impounded

privately owned animals will be handled in accordance with BLM Nevada State Office :

. Instruction Memoranda NV-84 116 and NV 85—416

Destructron of In_]ured or Slck Ammals

Any severely injured or seriously sick animals will be déstroyed in accordance with 43
CFR 4730.1. -Animals will be destroyed only when a definite act of mercy is needed to

- . alleviate pain and suffering. The COR will make this determination; the advice of a
" veterinarian will be sought if the COR is uncertain about the severity or the i injury or
1llness Destructlon W111 be done in tne most humane method avallable o




Responsibility

The Ely District Manager is responsrble for maintaining and protecting the health and

.. welfare of wild horses. To ensure the contractor's compliance with contract stipulations,
~a COR from the Ely District will be on'site at all times during the emergency gather.

. _The health and welfare of the animals will be the overndmo concern, of the District

Manager Field"Station Manager, COR and PI.

Prepared By:

Robert E. Brown
Wild Horse and Burro Spemahst
Ely.District

Concurrence By: .

il o o

Hal M. Bybee
-ADM - Renewable Resources
Ely District

Approved By:

2 /4//4,

" Gere A . Kolkman .
I_)rstnct Manager
Ely District

7/2%4,

Date

92> ?é:

Date

%1 7/4%

ate
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United States Department of the Interior AMEchm

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT BT B3
Ely District Office [
HC 33 Box 33500 IN REPLYREFER TO:
i L Ely, Nevada 89301-9408 4700/9233

- (NV-043)
NOTICE OF INTENT TO IMPOUND

This notice is to inform owners of unauthorized domestic horses on
lands administered by the Bureau of Land Management of our intent
to impound said animals in conjunction with the Seaman/White River
HMAs Wild Horse Removal and the Lincoln County emergency wild horse
removals due to extreme drought conditions. Specifically, these
areas may include the following herd management areas (HMAs) and
adjacent horse free areas within the Ely District in Lincoln and
Nye Counties, Nevada:

HMA Name (No.) HMA Name (No.) o

White River (409) Seaman (411)

Dry Lake (410) Wilson Creek (404)

Mormon Mountains (512) Meadow Valley Mountains (513)
Blue Nose Peak (514) , Delamar Mountains (515)
Clover Mountains (516) Clover Creek (517)
Applewhite (518) Little Mountain (519)

Miller Flat (520) Deer Lodge Canyon (521)
Highland Peak (522) Rattlesnake (523)

—esin e

kEly DlStrlCt in Llncoln'and Nye Countles, Nevada:“ Maps of the area
may be obtained at the BLM Ely District Office, Ely, Nevada and the
BLM Caliente Field Station Office, Caliente, Nevada.

Unauthorized domestic horses may be impounded any time after five
(5) days from publication and posting of this notice, and may be
impounded without further notice within a 12 month period.

Since the impoundment area is located within an area occupied by
wild free-roaming horses, as defined in 43 CFR 4700.0-5, -persons
who own branded or unbranded horses within the area should file a
claim of ownership contalnlng the following information with the
Ely District Manager in accordance w1th 43 CFR 4710 6:

1. A complete description of the animals claimed including
age, sex, brands, coloration, and other identifying
characteristics. ' ‘ =

2. A description of circumstances under which the animals
entered onto public lands including dates, specific reasons
; why the animals were allowed to enter public lands, and what
’ attempts, -if any, have been made to remove the animals from
public lands.




3. A complete listing of the notification you have prov1ded
to the BLM :‘concerning the c:chumstances identified in #2
~above.

4. ‘A complete record of your sightings of the animals
including dates, numbers, and locations beginning from the
date the animals.entered public lands to the present.

5. A specific gathering proposal detailing the methods of
capture, capture locations, and the dates you would propose to
recapture the horses.

6. Based on the above supplied information, a specific
written agreement as to the settlement of any unauthorized
gra21ng fees incurred will .be signed between yourself and the
BLM prior to authorizing a roundup of the animals.

In accordance with 43 CFR 4710.6, no horses may be removed from
lands within the impoundment area without written authorlzatlon
from the Ely Dlstrlct Manager. N
This notice is issued in accordance with 43 CFR 4150.4. Any
impounded unauthorized domestic horses will be deemed to be in
trespass. Fees/proportionate share of the impoundment costs and
the disposal of the unauthorized animals will be in accordance with
43 CFR 4710.6 and 4150.

Gene A. Kolkman | Date
Ely District Manager ~
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August 23, 1996

Wild horse and Burro Emergency Review Team Request For Information
Ely District Response:

A. What is your best_estimate of the probability of additional closures to livestock grazing
and potential for emergency wild horses gathers ?

Based on forage and water availability and field conditions observed to date as a result of
drought monitoring and documentation, if drought continues, the probability is very good that
the Ely District will continue to close allotments or portions of allotments to livestock
grazing. In addition based on forage and water availability and the poor nutritional value of
the forage particularly where last years forage is the only forage available, emergency wild
horse gathers will also continue. We will continue to field check allotments and herd
management areas throughout the remainder of the 1996 grazing year. As of August 23,
1996, approximately 30 allotments and 14 herd management areas have been visited and
monitored for drought conditions. Field inspections of herd management areas and allotments
will be conducted for the purposes of continually monitoring the condition of wild horses for
signs of stress related to drought conditions, in addition to forage and water availability.

The emphasis for field inspections for the remainder of the grazing year will include the
following:

Herd Management Areas

X
2. Fall tourout areas
3. Areas previously checked where it is anticipated that forage and water availability

will dictate the need for further closures and/or emergency wild horse gathers.
4. Grazing year 1997 turnout. '

Following are the Ely District additional herd management areaspotentially needing to be
gathered under the Drought Emergency Removal effort: '

“Mormon Mountains Wilson Creek

~ Blue Nose Peak Sand Springs East
Clover Creek Monte Cristo
Applewhite Jakes Wash

Litte Mountain
Deer Lodge Canyon
Rattlesnake

" This is not necessarily a priority listing . Priorities for gathers may be dictated by the extent
of drought conditions. Priorities and schedules may or may not change based on the extent of

drought conditions.
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% : Elz Dlstrlcc o o
Wlld Horse Herd Manaqement Areas
. L - 1994

Herd Herd - - Appropriate Censused - Cuarrer
Area . Area " Management - Population _Total - Estiwu
Numbex .Nane Levelf i -.Numbers Date " ".Acres -[%Eub&
401 “'hntelope (HMAP) 233 (78) 250, . 12/94° T 400,335 3¢
402 fionte Cristo (HMAP) 236 (0) 197*** . 8/95 228,940 2372
403 Buck ‘and Bald 346 (80) 676 9/95 627,030 79§
104 Wilson Creek 150 - (21) 123 7/94 689,185 17|
405 ' sand Springs East 257 262%%%  8/95 386,776 309
106 Cherry Creek 0 (11) .0 9/94 44,269 0
107 Butte . (HMAP) 76 (40) 91%** 9794 436,500 |27
108 - Jakes Wash 6 (29) 42 9/94 67,045 sé
109 White River 300 9/95 98,534 a5t
110 Dry- Lake 241 5/95 ‘494,335 2

Dlamond'Hllls South

22

93% %% 2/96 10,500 [1O

113 Moriah - 0 (61) 109 - 8/94 83,673 |51

N s ) : . Py ~ 2394
District ‘Total 1,442 (474) 2,711 3,928,400 7,

‘AMLs that are not in parentheses are actual AMLs establlshed in FMUDS ‘as .
.ssued for allotments within the HMA. If no number follows in parenthese
‘he AML is fully established for that EMA. If a number follows in " .
rarentheses, it is an additional. estimate to.the established AMIL ‘for those
L11otmnnts that do not yet have an FMUD issued. All establlshed AMLS have
+ 15% range for management of the herd.
**These populatlon ‘numbers are based on-actual census data, reduced by the
Lunber ‘of animals removed durlng a subsequent removal.» o
‘**These populatlon numbers - are not bascd on census, but are the actual
umber of animals released back’ inté the HMA after the 1995/1996 "«
‘apture/removal These population numbers -agsume- -all animals were- capbured
urlng ‘the removal operation... HMA No. 412 population. numbers 1nclude 12
nlmals out31ue the HMA that were: not captured.w.um~q‘~*“55

pdated, APrll 29, 1995 -h*"--~"’"” sl

¢ = m=
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Date

- A

1/ 02
2/86
9/86
2/817
7/87
2/88
7/88
8/89

11/89

ELY :DISTRICT WILD HORSE REMOVAL SUMMARY

e

Pre-FMUD Removals Since 1985

gmg ' _ o Animals Removed

Monte Ciistc ;05

Buck and Bald - 347

Antelope 107

Antelope 58

Sand Springs East 408

Antelope 526

Jakes Wash (emergency) 60 (includes 19 dead)
Buck and Bald 338 i

Diamond Horse Free Area 66

Post-FMUD Removals .

HMA , Animals Removed

Antelope 412
Antelope 225
Antelope (fertlllty 270
mgmt. project)
Butte ; 195
Dry Lake 232
Wilson Creek 16
— Pattezeson—Horse.gEree_A, ea T.~—.-‘-~7,Q: mmmes
Dlamond Horse Free Area 248
Monte Cristo , -118
Butte _ 70
Antelope ; 85
Sand Springs East 701
Monte Cristo 749

Diamond Hills South ' 89
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= i ___,‘:p-""
. fre= ' _ Last Reprod Pop. Est I
HMA Name (HMA #) Census Rate, for 1995,
. Count - :
(year) . L . Iq‘i (9 z
Applewhite (0518) - 21 (94) .. 0.0 .| 30 - )
Blue Nose Peak (0514) 11 (94) 10% 15 g
Clover Creek (0517) 27 (94) 12.5% 41 o
Clover Mountains (0516) 49 (94) - 9% 74 77
Deer Lodge Canyon (0521) 85 (94) 5% 128 14%
Delamar Mountains (0515) | 147 (94) 6.6% 217 2.56
Highland Peak (0522) 124 (94) 27.8% 183 . 2! &
‘Little Mountain (0519) 124 (94) 26.5% 183 21 ¢
Headow Valley Mountains 25 (34) © 1% 41 odg
(0513) ,

Miller Flat (0520) 72 (94) 28.6% 106 /Z S
Mormon Mountains (0512) 0*+ (94) 15 adil 6/
NWHR-Nellis 5219 (91) 1500, .

Rattlesnake (0523) 8 (89) 15 { <07
|| wores: 4 )
* Rattlesnake & NWHR were not censused in 1994 due to time l' ZL'[L’L
) limits
LA Entire Mormon Htn HMA was not censused due to time
limits.
1 NWHR population estimate based on winter horse gather
results. 5 - o
——=Baséd onhz xctuali’éensug‘tbunt-mu txpii?&‘-’-by‘ye I‘y“'
= e?txmaﬁéfimease B e ]
*pEYYI O DumSer O 2cAlS GLviGEC Dy LOtal nuadsr of B
adult horses.




' Aug B9,1996 18:36AM FROM Caliente Field Station TO 8‘?@22891918 3 . P.82

‘page 1 of 2
Form 1510-5 UNITED‘ STATES. . : Solicitation number ’
Py 36} DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR | | 1422-N660-096-3004 ¢
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT State/County )
PROGUREMENT REQUEST Lincoln
: A District Ely NV040
TO: Solicitation title and location
Lavonna L. Hughes, SC6518 Lincoln Co Emergency Gathers Lincoln Co.
Recommended COR and Pl ’ Award basis D Schedule D All of none D Item -
Alan B Shepherd, Robert Brown
PROCUREMENT = : L REQUESTED| PERFORM-
PLAN PROJECT NAMLE ESTIMATED ACTIVITY/CIC/ START ANCE |DAMAGES
NUMBER : i cost PROJECT NO. DATE TIME®
Sheep Flat — Clover Mtns HMA e
Al 50 head X 5303 $15,150 |NV960/1060-04| 8/15/9¢ 3 dayf
A3 250 days X 7 1,750
Ad 35 head X 2 70 g
16,970 d
. Oak_Springs — Delamar Mtns HYA :
Al - 75 head X $303 22,725 |NV960/1060-04] 8/18/96| 3 day%
A3 400 days X 7 2,800
A 55 head X 2 < 110
' 25,635 ‘ 9
Meadow Valley Mtns HMA _ ' =
al 50 head X $303 15,150 |NV960/1060-04]|8/21/96| 5 day
A3 400 days X 4 2,800
¥ 25 head X 2 50
” 18,000
!f cunlnbulcd fux_id_s _(r_c:llerlrd and deposited) are mvnlvcd cnmplete lhe following -
NAME OF CONTRIBUTOR AMOUNT R m%ggﬁon
Hour and meeting place for inspection tour Number af soligitations for local d';stributioﬁ

Number of days alter “Notice to Proceed™ to start work

same day

Attachments
tiaps of emergency gather areas

List of pertinent gather mformat:.on to be supplied to the contractor

Remarks

Name of contact for technical purposés during xolicitation phase ('nrludf affice, phone, and ritle)
Alan B. Shepherd, WH&B Specialist :

fet -

Caliente Field Station, Czllente,N’V _ o PR L e
. (702) 725-8100 - s : T e et
. District Office Approval (nclude title) _ - bate ) State Otlice Appraval (include tirle) : . Date

'lf muluplc awardsaretobe allow:d. show completion time [or each project o group which may be awarded separately. If only oneaward is contemplated, make only
one entry showing cnmpminn time and hquldaled damagex [or Lhe entire job ZEiln GUYERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1988 - 3TI-017-H578




w . Pug 89,1996 18:37AM FROM Caliente Field Station TO 87822891918 - _ ) P.G3

P : _ : page 2 of 2
(F.r‘\’ur;“l%]v()}'s UNITED §T ATES l ‘Solicitation number
. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 1422 -N660—-C96—-3004
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT State/County T
*=- 3§
; PROCUREMENT REQUEST T

TO: . Solicitation title and locativn

Lincoln Co.

R ded COR . : s :
s um_i I’I. Award basis [ Schedule [ Allornone [ Item -

PROCUREMENT : = FERDING REQUESTED | PERFORM- _
PLAN PROJECT NAME ESTIMATED ACTIVITY /2367 START ANCE  |PAMAGES
NUMBER COST PROJECT NO, DATE TIME®
3 Non—HMA Areas — Lincoln Co. NV ) -
Al 80 head X $303 $24,240 |NV960/1060-04] 8/15/96| 10 days
a3 400 days X 7 2,800 :
.Y 55 head X 2 110
274150
If contributed funds (rollecied and depasited) are involved, camplete the following
. _ NAME OF CONTRIBUTOR AMOGNT el Ly Lo ' A

Hour and mecting place for mspection tour Number of solicitations for lecal distribution
Numter of days aflter "Noticz {a Proceed™ to start work

Attachments

Remarks

Name of contact for technical putposes during solicitation phase (include affice. phons, and title)

. District Oftice Approval (include titls) Lo bate State Office Approval (include title) . = e ~ | Date”

...... et W e S wige s wry e P

i mu!uplc awards are Lo be allowed, show completion time for cach praject or gmup which may be awarded separately. If only one award is contemplated, make only
one entry showing cnmp!ehnn nme and hquxdntcd danwiges for the :n;\rc jqb . o eeoo - YoUK COVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1968 « 6TAIRST7

TOTAL P23




Form 1510-5

R UNITED STATES

PROCUREMENT REQUEST

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Page 1 of 3

Solicitation number

1422-N660~-C96-3004

State/County Nevada/Nye & Lincoln

District 1y (NV-040)

0:
State.Director, Nevada (NPO-960/NV-951)
LavVonna Hughes (BC-6603)

Solicitation title and location

Nye/Lincoln Co. Emergency Gathers

Recommended COR and PI -
Robert E. Brown, Alan B. Shepherd

Award basis [0 Schedule [X] Al ornone [ 1tem

PROCUREMENT b KNG REQUESTED | PERFORM-
PLAN PROJECT NAME ESTIMATED ACTIVITY/CJC/ START ANCE |DAMAGES
NUMBER COST PROJECT NO. DATE TIME*
White River HMA
A.l 350 head X $189 $66,150 NV-960-1060- |9/2/96 |9 days
A.3 1050 days X 7 7,350 04-2519
A.4 275 head X 2 "~ 550
A.5 5 hour X 350 1,750‘
: $75,800
Yovniit [iSéaman HMA
A.l 350 head X $189 $66,150 NV-960-1060- |9/11/96 |9. days
A.3 1050 days X 7 .7:350 04-2519 =7
A.4 250 head X 2 ‘500
A.5 5 hour X 350 1,750
$75,750
. If contributed funds (collected and deposited) are involved, complete the following
FORM 1370-41 ' DATE OF
NAME OF CONTRIBUTOR AMOUNT NUMBER CONTRIBUTION

Hour and meeting place for inspection tour

Number of solicitations for local distribution
Number of days after “Notice to Proceed” to start work

Sama day

Attachments

Maps of gather areas to be supplied to.the contractor
Pertinent gather information to be supplied to the contractor

Remarks

e of contact for technical purposes during solicitation phase (include office, phone, and ntle)

. Robert E. Brown, Wild Horse Specialist
Ely District Office, Ely, Nevada 89301
Phone: (702) 289 1843

Date

% *’-%/75

Distri 2 lude (i)

A@G"Ul Ely District Manager

State Office Approval (include title) Date

‘Tfr{'nﬂtmlc awards are to be allowed. show completion time for each project or group which may be awarded separately. If only one award is coutcmplated make onl




Form 1510-5
July 1987)

UNITED STATES :
'DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

PROCUREMENT REQUEST

Page 2 of 3

Solicitation number

1422-N660-C96-3004

State/County Nevada/Nye & Lincoln

District Ely (NV-040)

TO:

LaVonna Hughes (BC-6603)

State Director, Nevada (NPO-960/NV-951)

Solicitation title and location

Nye/Lincoln Co. Emergency Gathers

Recommended COR and PI

Robert E. Brown, Alan B. Shepherd

Award basis [] Schedule E Allornone [ Item

PROCUREMENT FURDHIG REQUESTED | PERFORM-
PLAN PROJECT NAME ESTIMATED ACTIVITY/CIC/ START ANCE |DAMAGES
NUMBER COST PROJECT NO. ‘DATE TIME*
Dry Lake HMA
A.l 250 head X $197 $49,250 INV-960-1060~ |9/20/96 |7 days
A.3 750 days X 7 5,250 04-2519
A.4 200 head X 212 400 -
A.5 5 hour X 350 1,750
$56,650
Highland Peak HMA
A.l 200 head X $202 $40,400 NV-960-1060- |9/27/96 |5. days
A.3 1000 days X 7 7,000 04-2519 e
A.4 150 head X 2 300
A.5 2 hour X 350 700
' $48,400
Q If contributed funds (collected and deposited) are involved, complete the following
NAME OF CONTRIBUTOR AMOUNT o PRt L.

Hour and meeting place for inspection tour

Number of solicitations for local distribution

Number of days after “Notice to Proceed™ to start work

Same day

Attachments ]

Maps of gather areas to be supplied to the contractor
Pertinent gather information to'be supplied to the contractor

Remarks

bert E. Brown, Wild Horse Specialist .

‘;:f contact for technical purposes during solicitation phase (include office, phone, and title)

Ely District Office, Ely, Nevada 89301
Phone: (702) 289-1843 '

District Office Approval (include title) )
%E_IY Dis%ict Manager M

Date

State Office Approval (include title)

Date

-#1f mnltinle awards are to he allowed. show completion time for each project or group which may be awarded separately. If only one award is contemplated, make on!
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Form 1510-5 A
L 1987) UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

L S L T, S 1

SR N —

Page 3 of 3

Solicitation number
1422-N660-C96-3004

State/County Nevada/Nye & Lincoln

PROCUREMENT REQUEST District_ Ely (NV-040)
T : - . 0 . . o
O State Director, Nevada (NPO-960/NV-951) Solicitation title and location |
LaVonna Hughes (BC-660A) . Nye/Lincoln Co. Emergency Gathers
Recommended COR and PI

Robert E. Brown, Alan B. Shepherd

Award basis [] Schedule m All or none [:] Item

PROCUREMENT - dela il REQUESTED | PERFORM-
PLAN PROJECT NAME ESTIMATED ACTIVITY/CIC/ START ANCE  |DAMAGES
NUMBER COST PROJECT NO. DATE TIME*
Miller Flat HMA )

A.l 155 head X $202 $31,310 NV-960-1060- | 10/2/96|5.days

A.3 1000 days X 7 7,000 04-2519

A.4 100 head X 2 200

A.5 2 hour X 350 700
$39,210

. : If contributed funds (collected and deposited) are involved, complete the following
NAME OF CONTRIBUTOR AMOUNT F OP}‘U“&"?;%‘” 5 on%ﬁ% -

Hour and meeting place for inspection tour

Number of solicitations for local distribution
Number of days after “Notice to Proceed™ to start work

Attachments

Maps of gather areas to be supplied to the

Sama day

contractor

Pertinent gather information to be supplied to the contractor

Remarks

e of contact for technical purposes during solicitation phase (include o[f' ce, phone, and title)

Robert E. Brown, Wild Horse Specialist
Ely District Office, Ely, Nevada 89301
Phone: (702) 289-1843

District Office Approval (include title) ’ Date
< -

,A'BB{A:M, m;—.Dig%rict Manage:;:' L | X/Z%/?é

State Office Approval (include title) Date

AT LiTslala mcrncde ava b ha allawad chaw ramnletion time for each proiect or eroup which may be awarded separately. If only one award is contemplated, make onl'




Form 1510-5
(July 1987)

- UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

PROCUREMENT REQUEST

Page 1 of 3

Solicitation number

1422-N660-C96-3004

State/County Nevada/Nye & Lincoln

District ®1v (Nv=040)

TO:
State.Director, Nevada (NPO-960/NV-951)
LaVonna Hughes (BC-—660A)

Solicitation title and location

Nye/Lincoln Co. Emergency Gathers

Recommended COR and PI 2 4 -
Robert E. Brown, Alan B. Shepherd Award basis [] Schedule All or none D Item
PROCUREMENT . : AL REQUESTED | PERFORM-
PLAN PROJECT NAME ESTIMATED ACTIVITY/CIC/ START ANCE DAMAGES
NUMBER COST PROJECT NO. DATE TIME*
White River HMA .
A.l 350 head X $189 $66,150 NV-960-1060- |9/2/96 |9 days
A.3 1050 days X 7 .7,350 04-2519 '
A.4 275 head X 2 550
A.5 .5 hour X 350 1,750_
) $75,800
Yavuoin [(Seaman HMA
A.l 350 head X $189 $66,150 |NV-960-1060- |9/11/96 |9. days
A.3 1050 days X 7 1 5350 04-2519 i
A.4 250 head X 2" 500
A.5 5 hour X 350 1,750
$75,750
. If contributed funds (collected and deposited) are involved, complete the following -
* FORM 1370-41 DATE OF
NAME OF CONTRIBUTOR AMOUNT NUMBER CONTRIBUTION

Hour and meeting place for inspection tour

Number of solicitations for local distribution

Number of days after “Notice to Proceed” to start work

Sams day

Attachments

Maps of gather areas to be supplied to.the contractor
Pertinent gather information to be supplied to the contractor

Remarks

e of contact for technical purposes during solicitation phase (include office, phone, and mle)
Robert E. Brown, Wild Horse Specialist

Ely District Office, Ely, Nevada 89301

Phone:

(702) 289-1843

'4@5"% Ely DisStrict Manager

Date

5/23/25

State Office Approval (include title)

Date

ol :fmltxplc awards are to be allowed, show completion time for each pro‘;ect or group which may be awarded separately. If only one awardis contcmplated make onlv




‘Form 1510-5

Page 2 of 3

o158 UNITED STATES Solicitation number
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 1422-N660-C96-3004 "
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT S e ige & Timeoln
: PROCUREMENT REQUEST Distrit Ely (NV—040)
To Solicitation title and location

"State Director, Nevada (NPO-960/NV-951)
LaVonna Hughes (BC-660A)

Nye/Lincoln Co. Emergency Gathers

Recommended COR and PI

Award basis [] Schedule [z] Allornone [] Item

Robert E. Brown, Alan B. Shepherd

PROCUREMENT - o s REQUESTED | PERFORM-
PLAN PROJECT NAME ESTIMATED ACTIVITY/CIC/ START ANCE DAMAGES
NUMBER COST PROJECT NO. - ‘DATE TIME*
Dry Lake HMA
A.l 250 head X $197 $49,250 NV-960-1060- |9/20/96 |7 days
A.3 750 days X 7 5,250 04-2519
A.4 200 head X 112 400
A.5 5 hour X 350 1,750
$56,650
Highland Peak HMA
A.l 200 head X $202 $40,400 NV-960-1060- |9/27/96 |53 days
A.3 1000 days X 7 7,000 04-2519 =
A.4 150 head X 2 300
A.5 2 hour X 350 700
$48,400
Q If contributed funds (collected and deposited) are involved, complete the following
NAME OF CONTRIBUTOR AMOUNT O L.

Hour and meeting place for inspection tour

Number of solicitations for local distribution

Number of days after “Notice to Proceed” to start work

Same day

Attachments )

Maps of gather areas to be supplied to the contractor
Pertinent gather information to'be supplied to the contractor

_ Remarks

e of contact for technical purposes during solicitation phase (include office, phone, and title)
bert E. Brown, Wild Horse Specialist -

Ely District Office, Ely, Nevada 89301 . .
Phone:  (702) 289-1843 -

Date

District Office Approval (include title)
A&%El}' Dis%ict Manager %ﬁ

State Office Approval (include title)

Date

-*#1f multiple awards are to be allowed, show completion time for each project or group which may be aw

arded separately. If only one award is contemplated, make onl*




P S ETaty - <N S G T S

Page 3 of 3

. Z%Iimllg-“s{’(;-f) UNITED STATES ) Solicitation number
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 1422-N660-C96-3004
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT State/County . B
Nevada/Nye & Lincoln
PROCUREMENT REQUEST Distriet Ely (NV—040)

TO: LT "
State Director, Nevada (NPO-960/Nv-951) | Sclicitationtitle and location

LaVonna Hughes (BC-660A) Nye/Lincoln Co. Emergency Gathers
Recommended COR and PI . : X ’
Robert E. Brown, Alan B. Shepherd . Award basis [ ] Schedule EI Allornone [] Item
PROCUREMENT - FURDING REQUESTED | PERFORM-
PLAN PROJECT NAME ESTIMATED ACTIVITY/CIC/ START ANCE | DAMAGES
NUMBER ; COST PROJECT NO. DATE TIME*

Miller Flat HMA

A.l 155 head X $202 . $31,310 NV-960-1060- | 10/2/96|5 days
A.3 1000 days X 7 7,000 04-2519
A.4 100 head X 2 200
A.5 2 hour X 350 700
$39,210

.f If contributed funds (collected and deposited) are involved, complete the following

FORM 1370-41 DATE OF
NAME OF CONTRIBUTOR " AMOUNT NUMBER CONTRIBUTION

Hour and meeting place for inspection tour Number of solicitations for local distribution

Number of days after “Notice to Proceed” to start work

Sama day

Attachments

Maps of gather areas to be supplied to the contractor
Pertinent gather information to be supplied to the contractor

Remarks

e of contact for technical purposes during solicitation phase (include oj]' ce, phone, and mle)
Robert E. Brown, Wild Horse Specialist

Ely District Office, Ely, Nevada 89301
Phone:  (702) 289-1843

sttnct Office Approval (include title) Date State Office Approval (include title) Date

A‘avl/ml mE“D.J-S§I‘1Ct Manager | X/Z%/fé

-*If multiple awards are to be allowed, show completxon time for each project or group which may be awarded separately. If only one award is contemplated, make on!




UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
'~ BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT
Ely District Office
HC 33 Box 33500
Ely, NV 89301

In reply refer to:
4100 (NV-043)

July 8, 1996

Instruction Memorandum No. NV-040-96- 04
Expires: 09/30/9%7

To: Renewable Resources Staff
From: -  District Manager, Ely
Subject:  Ely District Drought Policy and Guidance

This Instruction Memorandum is a supplement to the direction provrded in Instruction Memorandum
No. NV-91-116, Nevada Drought Policy and Guidance, which still applies.

The purpose of thrs policy is to provide further guidance and procedures for evaluatmg and
—documenling: tronditionsand:-forzmodifyingand-autlirizing=prazic

drought “When range cond itions and precipitation amounts indicate drou
suspected that drought conditions exist, allotment inspections should be conducted to assess range
conditions and suitability. This should be conducted preferably prior to authorizing livestock to graze
or enter an allotment or use area. When drought conditions surpass vegetation tolerance thresholds
such as soil moisture availability and forage production, livestock grazing may have to be modified or
allotments closed to grazing use. Allotment inspections and thorough documentation must be .
completed before modifying authonzed grazing use or closing allotments or portions of allotments to
grazing use.

A.  Drought Event Record Documentation

The following indicators allow for a rapid assessment of drought conditions. 'These indicators
must be evaluated and the attached Drought Indicator Checklist completed pnor to modlfymg ‘
authorized grazing use or closing allotments or portions of allotments to grazing use.

1L Forage Auvailability and Condition

Determine growing season conditions and forage condmons Determmatlon cntena should
include; : : - i :

'a) Amount of Current Years Growth b gt -

Estrmate and document current years growth and forage avaﬂabrhty for grasses ard




T Do ot e T AL e A T

b)

=

a. ) UtlllZatIOIl of Current and"Prevmus Year's.

shrubs based on appearance of the rangeland in the use area or allotment. Estimate
plant height supported by actual measurements. Conduct actual plant height
measurements (in inches) for calibration purposes and to obtain accurate estimations.

Determine production of grasses and shrubs based on the SCS ecological condition
double sampling method. Conduct ocular estimates of current year's forage -
production and document the results. Support ocular estimates by clipping plots for
calibration purposes and to establish accurate estimations. Where Range Site
Descriptions are available, compare production to the Vegetation Factors Section for
the purposes of determining a favorable, normal or unfavorable production year.
This method is optional and should be conducted if needed to support the closure
recommendation.

Plant Phenology

Determine the phenological stage of plant development of the key forage species
(grasses and shrubs) in the plant community. Are grasses in the "cured or dried"
stage? Are the leaves of deciduous shrubs lost, dry or dead?: s

Plant Stress and Vigor

Are plants productive and alive? Determine by visual observation, the general
appearance of the rangeland and plant community. For example, desirable grasses,
forbs and shrubs have low vigor if they appear unhealthy with small size and poor
color. Portions or clumps of entire plants may be dead or are dying. Seed stalks
and seedheads are almost nonexistent.

B e

- = T R T
‘-—-‘——-s—.mmp-‘.w Tm e T

Growtl

Determine utilization of previous year's growth if possible. Visually estimate
utilization of previous year and current year for grasses and shrubs based on using
the Key Forage Plant Method and the use class criteria. Use utilization cages where
available to judge current and previous year's growth and to calibrate ocular
estimates. :

2.  Annual Precipitation

a.) |

b)

Determine soil moisture avaxlablhty Measure and record soil mmsture depth. .

‘Determine depth with a tape measure or ruler. Obtain a representative sample of 5011

moisture depth data.

Describe the precipitation for the current growth year; ie, below average; last date of
significant precipitation. Reference the Nevada Climate Summary publication and .

-any other NOAA or rain can information to cite and support precipitation conditions.
‘ ?

Water availability and access. Determine water a\}ailébility for HVestoék; wild hors-eév
and wildlife in the area; ie, (flow rate, gallons/minute) -Identify type and number of
water sources. What is forage avaﬂabxhty in relation to distance from water? -

- Describe conflicts occumng, if any. - oo e e D




3. Animal condition.

a.) What is the physical condition of wild horses, wildlife and livestock in the area? Is
physical stress evident and is it caused or influenced by drought conditions? What is
the number of ammals in the area? -

4.  Other o
a.) Photographs - Color photographs should be taken to demonstrate drought conditions
" .such as forage production and avallablhty and plant vigor, animal stress and water

availability.

b.) Complete the Drought Indicator Checklist.

c.) Upon completing the Drought Indicator Checklist, if it is determined that drought
conditions exist and adjustment(s) in use are necessary, interested publics should be
provided an opportunity to attend an allotment tour for the purposes of observing
and discussing drought conditions in the field. <

B. Criteria Used to Lift Closures

1..  The closure will be lifted based on meeting all of the following criteria;

. a.) The key perennial species all show good vigor.

b) Growth starts and can support grazing use; ie, a sufficient amount of precipitation
e e e wsou Temains16-allow-for forage groducuon_thatm -SUj ort' azm S
use. ' : '

c.) Ground cover is present to protect the watershed. Identify the kind of cover, Basal,
Canopy, etc. What is the percent cover in relation to any documented cover data
and/or Range Site cover where applicable?

d) A minimum average of 25% of the perennial vegetation demonstrates new growth.

C. Closure Goa]s

1. Inthe eventitis determmed that allotment closures are needed the primary goals to be
' accomphshed through closure are:

a.) Provide sufficient rest for surviving perennial grass species, seeded species and
deciduous shrubs to regain vigor and Tecover and to be able to take advantage of
- precipitation when it continues.

b.) Provide sust_ained grazable forage for 'l_ivestog:k, wild horses and wildlife.

. " . c) Provide watershed protection and stabilization.




®..

ocedures for Modi.f ing and Authorizing Grazing Use Associated With Drought

The following actions or criteria will apply when determining if grazing use should be
authorized or modified when associated with drought:

1.

Coordinate with livestock permittees to develop alternative management practices.
Consider alternatives such as:

a.) Use of rested or deferred pastures. Consider areas which would benefit from grazing
use such as areas of wolf plants in seedings, etc.

b.) Opportunities to use areas not affected by drought.
c.) Temporary adjustments in period of use or season of use.

d.) Reductions in herd size and/or early removal of livestock to prevent longterm
damage to the vegetative resource.

e.) Water hauling to areas that receive no use or receive slight to light use.
f.)  Work with the County Emergency Boards.
Conduct allotment inspections to:

a.) Assess rangc suitability and forage availability.

valuale. Tange T réadmess B T e e e S S T T T s
= e i T £ - SRS pw———mm___-*'hmv-‘m—_‘"“‘ — n e

c.) Consider grazing impacts in relation to wild horse herd management areas, wildlife
use, riparian areas, water availability and location of waters, etc.

Consult with interested publics prior to issuance of a grazing authorization.

Interested publics should be provided an opportunity to attend a task force where
appropriate. A task force should be assembled based on issues or where interested publics
have indicated an interest in being involved in an allotment inspection. Topics of
discussion should include the alternative management practices identified above, the
allotment mspectxou criteria identified in (2.) above, in addmon to actual use which has
occurred in the area. ‘

Stocking levels may have to be determined. Methods could include:

a,) Stocking level calculations as done for allotment evaluations. e
! : g . "
b.) The SCS double sampling method for determining production based calculations’
could be used as with seedings where stocking levels have not been determined. E

c.) Range survey mformatlon may also be useful in detemlmmg a stocking rate
' ~particularly in areas that may require water hauling or in areas that are not grazed
due to distance from water. : :




d)

An evaluation of actual use and use patterns.

6.  The following criteria will apply when authorizing grazing use associated with drought:

‘a.) |
b))

| c.)
d.)
e.)

£)

9.

= J@Mﬂgu h
Specialist.

2 ‘Attachments

Grazing use should be in accordance wnh the terms and conditions of the term
permit.

Grazing_ use should be consistent with multiple-use objectives or land use plan
objectives and other decisions.

Grazing use should not interfere with the existing livestock operation(s).

Grazing use will be cons1dered a part of the total permitted use for the allotment on
which the use occurred. Grazing use will also be considered a part of the total
permitted use for the grazing year in which the use occurred.

Grazmg use will be authorized as Temporary Non-Renewable (T NR) at the normal
rate of $1.35/AUM. W

The grazing authorization should include any appropriate terms and conditions on a

case by case basis.

Where penmt holders would allow grazing use to be made by a permittee who holds a
term permit in another allotment, stocking levels and grazing use should be agreed to
between the livestock operators and must be consistent with (6.) above.

WS

e;any Questions:please-refer them=to-Chris-Mayer=Distret-Rangeland-Management zzzoiorsmem poee
T e T e T e T smaasEE e

[ A —

Gene A. Kolkman
‘District Manager

1. Drought Indicator Checkhst
2. Plant Phenology Stages Table

Distribution

. BC(BC-600)
-—-- NSO (NV-931.1) -
- DMs(NV)

Director (W0330) .

O L - -

120418 . S g

-1 ea.




! - DROUGHT INDICATOI: CHECKLIST

Name of Allotment

Use Area/Pasture

Name of Observer =

Date
INDICATOR OBSERVATION

Forage Vigor below avg.__ average ai)ove avg._

(Does plant height, leaf length and '

color indicate strong vigor?)

Does leader growth of shrubs indicate strong vigor? below avg.____ average above avg._

What is the average height of current year's growth? inches

Are leaves of deciduous shrubs lost or dead? below avg._ __average____above avg._

henological stage of key species in plant community?

(Refer to attached Plant Phenology Stages Table) -

Soil Moisture Depth inches

Rainfall for Current Year below normal_______ normal

Last Date of Measurable Precipitation

Physical Conditioﬁ of Wild horses, Wildlife, Livestock‘ normal_ stressed

Water‘Source Avéilgﬁility ; - Abelow-nor’mal_____ normal

'Récommenaation for Allotment Closure or' Alterhat_ive ¥

Management Practices

Other Comments: | )"
.‘ 0541005

- 6/96




PLANT PHENOLOGY STAGES
Trees & Shrubs . : Grasses ' Forbs
Dormant | Dormant - Dormant
'Leaf Growth Sfafts gy Growth Starts ‘ Growth Sfarts
Twig Growth 1/2 Vegetative Growth Flower Stalks Appear
Flower Buds First Visible Flower Stalks Appear First Bloom
Leaves Full Grown Heads Out Fully. Full Bloom (3/4 Blossom)
First Bloom Anthesis Bloom Over (3/4 Blossoms
| Dry)
Full Bloom (3/4 Bloom) Dough Seed Set Seeds Ripe (3/4 Dry)
Bloom Over Hard Seeds Dissemination "
Seed Ripé Dissemination Plants Begin to Dry _
Dissemination ' Plants Begin to Dry Plants Dry, Summer,Fall
Leaves Turn Yellow or Brown Plantsv Dry, Summer, Fall
. Leaves Dry & Begin to Drop




Sep 38,1996 ©7:53AM FROM Caliente Field Station TO ELY DISTRICT P:29

-

\,‘ | DROUGHT INDICATOR CHECKLIST 2T
= 0 ‘
Name of Allotment y A‘"ﬁé’.f) F /@'_Z‘"

ysqvésx'eaf}’asngre H N JA&D% Ag : b o

| s T T e ot e 2
Name of Obscrver _ M@n@@qﬁﬂg&“ Ly, REleke Wile
e alas g |

INDICATOR . OBSERVATION

—_— ]
R
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