
Memorandum 

To 

United States Department of the Interior 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 
Ely District Office 

Star Route 5, Box 1 
Ely, Nevada 89301 

State Director, Nevada (NV-931.3) 

OCT 1 6 1987 

From District Manager, Ely 

IN REPLY REFER TO: 

4700 
(NV-043) 

Subject: Sand Springs Wild Horse Removal, Post Gather Evaluation 
Paper 

A critique of the Sand Springs wild horse removal was held on 
August 17, 1987, because of a problem identified by PVC with 
sore-footed horses. As a result of the critique twelve 
observations and recommendations were identified. 

The subject evaluation paper is attached for your information 
and to use as you see appropriate. 

1 Attachment 
1. Sand Springs Evaluation Paper (10 pp) 



Staff Report 
Sand Springs Wild Horse Removal 

Post Gather Evaluation 

On August 17, 1987, the Ely District was notified of problems 
with horses gathered during the Sand Springs Wild Horse Removal 
Contract. This notification was received from the Palomino 
Valley Corrals (PVC) that several horses had developed problems 
with sore feet, and that 2 of these sore-footed horses were 
serious enough (abscesses or slipped hooves) that they had to 
be destroyed. Approximately 10 horses were treated by the 
veterinarian or other PVC personnel, and their condition 
improved. 

Because of the sore-footed horse problems, a post gather 
evaluation meeting was held at the Nevada State Office on 
August 26, 1987. The following people were in attendance at 
the meeting: 

Fred Wolf 
Dan Rathbun 
Les Sweeney 
Milt Frei 
Jim Elliott 
Fred Wyatt 

Ken Walker 
Gene Drais 
Bob Brown 
Frank Shields 
Terry Plummer 

Ken Walker chaired the meeting and presented the opening 
remarks. The purpose of the meeting was to provide an 
objective review of the Sand Springs gather to include 
pre-gather planning, contract performance, and post-gather 
processing at Palomino Valley Corrals in relation to the 
observations of the problem horses. It was to be a fact 
finding session, to help identify possible causes of the 
problem with recommendations to help prevent similar problems 
during future removal efforts. The Districts, Nevada State 
Office, and Palomino Valley Corrals should not act as different 
entities during removal efforts but need to unite for a 
smoother operation. 

Bob Brown presented pre-gather planning and contract 
performance at the Ely District and the Sand Springs removal 
area. A management review of the gather was held on July 16, 
1987, with the District Manager, Area Manager, COR and PI in 
attendance. The contract specifications, as well as the State 
Director's concerns regarding wild horse removals, were 
discussed in detail. The prework conference was held with the 
contractor the following day. The contract specifications and 
State Director's concerns were reiterated for the contractor's 
benefit and to assure that the horses would be gathered in a 
safe and humane manner. 



The contractor's equipment was inspected in its entirety on 
Saturday, July 18, 1987. All materials and equipment needed to 
complete the gather either met or exceeded the standards. 

The removal contract, performed by Helicopter Roundup Service 
(Dave Cattoor and Jim Hicks), commenced on July 20, 1987, and 
was completed on July 25, 1987. A total of 408 wild horses 
were removed from a single trap site during the performance of 
the contract. The contract appeared to operate smoothly. No 
immediate problems were noted: the horses all appeared to be in 
good condition in the opinion of the COR, PI, brand inspector 
and all others at the gather site. 

The actual trapping of the horses occurred during the first 
four days of the contract. The final two days were needed for 
shipping the final horses to Palomino Valley Corrals in order 
to complete the contract. The weather during the contract was 
fairly cool for July, with temperatures in the 60's and 70's. 
The first two days were overcast with some rain: warm sunny 
days occurred during the remainder of the contract. 

Prior to the contract, th~ · horses had been heavily concentrated 
on the the west side of Big Sand Springs Valley and a trap 
location had been proposed for that side of the valley. It was 
noted, prior to setting up the trap, that the horses had moved 
off this area and had relocated on the east side of the 
valley. The COR (Bob Brown) therefore decided to move the trap 
east to an area near Duckwater. He selected the general trap 
area and the contractor determined specific siting with the 
COR's approval. 

The new trap location was selected for three reasons. First, 
the distance from where the horses were now concentrated was 
roughly the same to the new site as it was to the original 
proposed site. Second, the horses' natural drift was to the 
east where the new site was located, since their waters were 
nearer the new site. And third, the new site was nearer to 
paved roads for hauling horses to Palomino Valley Corrals. The 
original site would have required hauling the horses across 
approximately forty miles of dusty road, whereas the new site 
was only about two miles from a paved road. 

The horses were gathered from as close as four miles to the 
trap. The farthest distance the horses were run was fourteen 
miles. Most of them were brought from Big Sand Springs Valley 
across a low mountain range (Pancake Range) to the trap site 
near Duckwater. The others came from the basin in which 
Duckwater lies. Those that had to cross the Pancake Range were 
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brought through one of two low passes. They did not cross any 
rough terrain. The valleys and basins they traversed are flat 
and sandy with no fences or other obstacles to hinder 
movement. The horses trailed along dirt roads as they came 
through the mountain passes. There was no rocky terrain to 
hinder their movements. 

The gathering effort was monitored by the COR or PI from the 
observation helicopter whenever the contractor's helicopter was 
out of sight of the trap. The contractor's helicopter could be 
observed from the ground at a distance of about five miles from 
the trap site. 

It appeared from the initial capture effort that the selected 
trap site would not work. The contractor was unsuccessful in 
bringing any horses to the trap in the first two hour period. 
They did not want to cross the Pancake Range by the path he was 
leading them over. The COR told Jim Hicks, that if he was 
unsuccessful on the next try, the trap would have to be moved. 
Mr. Hicks stated that he felt they would come through one of 
the other passes, so he was allowed to try again. The second 
attempt by a different route was successful and 150 horses were 
brought readily into the trap in a single run. Some of these 
horses may have been the same ones that were run unsuccessfully 
for two hours. The following three days proved equally 
successful and a total of 408 horses were brought into the trap 
without incident. Again, some of these may have been horses 
that were run unsuccessfully the first day. 

Of the total 408 horses gathered, one deformed stallion was 
destroyed at the trap and a young colt was found dead one 
morning in the corrals. It was found with blood at its mouth 
and nostrils and what appeared to be a hoof print and cut on 
its ribs. It is assumed that it was kicked very hard during 
the night and died of internal bleeding. The other 406 horses 
looked to be in good condition and were transported to Palomino 
Valley. 

Robert K. Hillman, Field Services Director for the Animal 
Protection Institute of America, observed the gather for the 
first three days. His observations were very positive and he 
presented a favorable field report to API at the conclusion of 
the gather. 

Fred Wyatt presented observations made at the Palomino Valley 
Corrals after the horses arrived. Sore-footed problems started 
to occur on July 28, 1987. A few horses eventually were 
observed with abscesses and 2 horses with slipped hooves had 
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to be destroyed. Approximately 10 improved in condition after 
veterinary treatment at the corrals. Several of the colts had 
some hoof problems and showed signs of limping for a couple of 
days. 

Attempting to move horses off their home range can cause them 
to run excessive distances. They will keep trying to stay on 
the area they are familiar with, and will keep turning back to 
stay there. When they leave familiar areas, they no longer 
follow established trails and will, therefore, run over rougher 
rockier areas when being chased. 

Fred did not recall digging abscesses out of horses' feet 
during winter months. It appears to be very prevalent during 
the summer. Helicopter gathering during July and August 
appears to compound the problem, even if the horses' feet are 
already sore, cracked, or dry. Horses gathered during July and 
August seem to develop the problem more than at other times of 
the year. Foals, which have partially developed hooves, are 
particularly susceptible during this period. 

The bruises and abscesses develop at the underside of the hoof 
in the area of the frog, which leads one to believe it occurs 
from running and contact with rough ground. If sore-footedness 
occurred from kicking panels, injuries would be more prevalent 
in the coronet area. 

Improved record keeping would help in determining when and 
where problems occur, and we may be able to alleviate the 
problems sooner. Local brand inspectors should mark on their 
inspection slips the name of the Herd Management Area as well 
as the local geographic area from which the horses come to aid 
in record keeping. We may even want to paint mark the horses 
to aid in this venture. 

Based on the background data presented at the evaluation of the 
Sand Springs Removal, the following observations and 
recommendations were formulated: 

1. Observation: 

The proposed original trap site was moved to a new 
location since the horses had moved. 

Recommendation: 

Locate traps in the horses' home range whenever possible. 
The contract should show all tentative trap locations. 
The contractor must accommodate this need and the trap 
should not be moved to accommodate the contractor. 



2. Observation: 

The initial attempt to bring horses into the trap was 
unsuccessful. This may have caused excess distance 
traveled if these horses were gathered in a later attempt. 

Recommendation: 

Problems in moving horses to the trap are a part of doing 
business. Moving the trap to a new location may be 
required. The COR/PI needs to monitor these problems 
closely to have a greater control of the operation. 

3. Observation: 

Access for the haul trucks was limited. 

Recommendation: 

Prior to writing the contract, the District needs to 
evaluate the need for and the opportunity to do road 
maintenance work for better access, and provide the needed 
road work where feasible. Otherwise, areas with poor 
access may require more remote trap sites and hauling 
horses by goose neck trailers to a more accessible holding 
corral. 

4. Observation: 

The new trap location was chosen based on considerations 
for the dust problems in trucking horses. The trap was 
located closer to a paved road. 

Recommendation: 

Although the dust consideration was good and valid, 
methods other than relocation of traps need to be 
considered for limiting the impacts. Adjusting haul 
trucks' speed and watering the roads are possible 
alternatives. We should not increase the distance the 
horses are run to solve the dust problem. 

5. Observation: 

Summer gather conditions (dust, heat, horses located in 
rougher terrain) became a factor. 



Recommendation: 

The condition of the horses and their feet, as well as 
their location, and climatic conditions may require 
different handling for summer gathers. Limit the distance 
in running horses, only gather during the cooler morning 
and evening hours if heat is a factor, and decrease the 
speed and/or distance in running the horses as appropriate. 

6. Observation: 

Summer scheduling is necessary to accommodate the 
statewide program because of the large number of horses 
being removed. 

Recommendation: 

The statewide removal program should schedule, based on 
District recommendations, any rough and hazardous areas 
during periods other than July and August whenever 
possible. July/August removals need to apply the 
necessary constraints as outlined in recommenda-
tion 5 above due to hotter and dryer conditions. 

7. Observation: 

Pregather activities may have contributed to the problem 
by causing early disturbance. Helicopter seismic work may 
have occurred prior to the contract. 

Recommendation: 

Identify and limit or eliminate any pre-gather activities 
which might affect the horse gather in an adverse way. 
Schedules for these activities may need to be adjusted to 
complete them after the gather if they would affect animal 
safety or removal efforts. 

8. Observation: 

Operational disturbance by the contractor's and/or BLM's 
helicopters could have been a factor. 

Recommendation: 

As in recommendation number 7, operational disturbances 
need to be identified, limited or eliminated to prevent 
adverse effects on the horses. 



9. Observation: 

Contract control by BLM can play a significant part in 
control of gathering actions that may affect the condition 
of the horses. 

Recommendation: 

Contracts should be more of a team effort for smoother 
operations both in setting gather policy and on-the-ground 
operations. Managers need a greater involvement to gain a 
better understanding in order to aid in the operation when 
needed. We need to better understand each other's job and 
responsibilities. Palomino Valley Corral personnel need 
to attend gathers to understand the District operation and 
District personnel should visit the Palomino Valley 
Corrals to better understand their involvement. NSO 
personnel should become familiar with both District and 
corral operations. However, we still need to do our own 
jobs and not interfere in the other person's job. This 
increased knowledge and experience will aid the program in 
better observation, improved reviews and site-specific 
evaluations of removals to help eliminate future problems 
before they occur. 

10. Observation: 

Record keeping is necessary nbt only at the gather site, 
but is also needed through processing the horses at the 
Palomino Valley Corrals. It could be helpful to be able 
to track the horses with problems back to when and where 
gathered in order to effectively resolve the problems. 

Recommendation: 

To aid in record keeping, we may want to mark horses by 
day and run at the trap site with different paint colors. 
This would help identify solutions to problems (sore
footed horses) at PVC by knowing when and where they were 
first encountered by the helicopter in relation to the 
trap site. The PI should note both positives and 
negatives in the daily log to aid in this effort of 
problem solving. Palomino Valley Corrals also needs to 
keep better and more specific records, particularly in 
relation to problem animals. This would help the 
Districts when problems occur to know when and where the 
problem surfaced as well as the magnitude of the problem. 
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11. Observation: 
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The COR and PI need to be fully qualified not only in 
contract administration, but also need to be experienced 
in and totally familiar with the wild horse program and 
the sensitivity which that program entails. 

Recommendation: 

More training and involvement in the program is needed for 
those who may be involved in Removal Contracts but who 
don't work in the wild horse program on a daily basis. 
They need to have the course, "Contract Administration for 
Project Inspectors". They could possibly also have cross 
training in wild horse related courses and gain experience 
by assisting in the wild horse program. The Districts 
should also increase the individual's knowledge by sending 
them to NSO Wild Horse Program Reviews. Managers should 
also attend the Program Reviews. 

12. Observation: 

Communications between Palomino Valley Corrals and the 
gather site could have been better. Early recognition and 
communication of problems and concerns to field personnel 
could possibly minimize the problems which manifested 
themselves in this situation. 

Recommendation: 

Communications can be improved in various ways. Since the 
COR and PI will be at the gather site (usually remote and 
not near a telephone), identify a principal contact at the 
District to communicate all removal efforts with Palomino 
Valley (i.e. Area Manager). The COR/PI can send notes to 
Palomino Valley with the truck drivers; the District 
contact should keep Palomino Valley posted of all 
deliveries and problem animals (leppies, sore-footed 
animals if noted). Mark these also. Give the Corrals as 
much advance notice as possible of contract start date, 
horses shipped, problem animals, etc. All Districts 
should consider holding a post removal critique/review 
with the District Manager taking the lead. Also, Palomino 
Valley should notify the District if problems are noted. 
Notification should be timely and detailed enough to help 
solve the problem before it gets too serious. Notifica
tion should be given before the contract is completed, if 
possible, through the District contact. 
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In closing, we need to recognize that we are one team during 
our removals. We all need to work together and forget 
territories (Palomino Valley vs removal site on the District vs 
NSO). We need to keep everyone informed to minimize problems 
by keeping all communication channels open throughout the 
contract. 
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EXCEPTS FROM FIELD REPORT 8/13-14/87 

WHOA! 
Wila Horse Or g.rni :ud Assistance, Inc. 

P. 0. Bex 555 
Reno, Nevada 89504 

In order for a veterinarian to work on injured wild horses, the 
following must occur. 

1. A horse back rider must sort the injured animal from amongst 
those in the corral. This animal must be driven to the squeeze 
chute. 

2. The animals head is roped and tied back in the chute, a drug 
SUCOSTRIN, a paralitic drug, is injected to lay the animal down. 

(Some horses have fatal reactions to this drug, as I experienr.ed 
the day I watched the veterinarian work, one went into 
respiratory failure and had be to revived, some aren't so lucky.} 

3. The animals legs are tied because the animal is only 
temporarily immobilized and is well aware of pain. 

4. The 
cleaned, 
injected. 

hoove, in this case, is debided, the wound exposed, 
flushed with antiseptic, wrapped, and penicillan 

5. The animals legs are released. 

6. The animal must be returned to the sick pens from it was 
retrieved. 

All of the above put the horse in jeopardy of further injury. 
Each of the cases I worked on took about 20 minutes for each 
horse. The veterinarian costs are $25.00 for the trip, and 
$29.00 an hour to treat the animal not including the costs of the 
medication. But none of this is an appropriate argument if you 
consider the stress and pain caused the animal. 

8/13/87 

0364 ..•. abcess LF and R coronet: debide, flush, medicate, wrap 
and penicillan: stallion 

unmarked ••• puncture hock: 2 month old colt 

0217 ..• abcess L & R front hooves: mare 

0437 .• lame, vet note, severely worn hooves: 3 month old colt 

0344 •.. abcess L & R rear hooves: mare 

0023 ••. abces~ L front hoof:colt 

8017 ... abcess L front hoof: mare 

0033 •.. abcess L front hoof: no sex 

0126 ... abcess, sloughed RF hoof 
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Page two 

0374 ..• sore footed, antibiotic 
\ 

0432 ... sore footed, RR, antibiotic 

0428 •.. sore footed, RF, antibiotic 

0028 •.. abcess, remove bandage 

WHOA I 
Wita ffore<t brganiz~d i-\ssbt.ince , Inc. 

P. O. Box 555 
Reno. Nrvada 8950 4 

7599 •.. crippled, has colt, euthanize when colt weaned 

6878 ... stifled 

7616 ... leppy colt from 7599, okay 

0293 ••. hock swollen 

0204 lame colt] f3lmrmylm2 

7083 ... lame mare, antibiotic 

0171 •.. second week treatment from lameness, okay 

8420 •.. n II n n 

8077 •.• n n n n 

8319 ... abcess, LF, antibiotic 

0387 ••• puncture wound, antibiotic 

0404 ..• n n II 

0607 n n n 

7909 n n n 

0572 n n n 

0434 •.• lame both front, antibiotic 

8067 .•• puncture wound 

8295 ... abcess, antibiotic 

8/15/87 through 9/4/87 

n 

n 

II 

' 
n 

seventy-four animals have been treated £or various wounds, 18 of 
which had abcesses, fifty-four of which had 3 or 4 repeat 
treatments. 

0434, 7599, 0744, 7908, unmarked, 7386, 0126, 0098, 0274 had to 
be euthanized as the result of their injuries. seventeen more 
were euthanized due to severe wound~ to legs, shoulders. 

2 



~ .Pk~ -

' ~ ::d:u,Jf &9&:z :J ;:,_(, 2 ~ ~ ~ 
I .. {)/f(~ · ? 



, Q - t ?oo 

Q) EA;) eve/. "'o,;z17 

c-2 £ 1'1-13 c e..s s - c7 wee~ r e£&--r //1 £ /LJ'r 
• \,L • 11 

KI<., SL..,©UO:!-l ~/()G - U,) /"-.., ~ ?~B/4&,3/ MtJ.S€-

(i) 8L,qcU<_ # CJ 93 1/ 
I 
I-loo c.J E w CJ e.11/ o ,,c:-r 

-✓ 

tc£.o N'T v- /€£,,4 ,e_, (!i/2,Jqc-KS 
I 

I 

G 03 ~(/ 13~D @ Vk. B,q!J /h4/2£ ~ -#" o o 33 

tt<J jp u.J e..e.J~_ 1.er--RT ,m E.vf
] 

r-J JBcP ss 3orf.f RE1r12 : 

5Ll'J4eG /-///J{i 
f 

C![) /d,ol{)ers, - l✓CJcJ v.es coi;,,,e,,J 



1 
& 1 r/7 ct 6 cess 

I 

7 i 19 9' C e ·i ,,a r-7 <--£ D 
I 

~ 19< R/3< . 

Of 9g Sco«Jh RF Al.:3c 

t) 0 112 9 ,4-,8 c._ 
I ; 

(£) 1:2 3 ~C . ILF 

oo f7 A/Se, C,,,c 

0 c:J 3 3t1i£ P,8C ?? F 

0 I /< ,C S Lo a y/2 



',1,.• . 

; ,t •• 

l 
. i 

~ 
' 
i 
t 

l 



_6'-.:23- 8't/ j _ _ //- _,5?8- ~S

r , on</% 

/ 0 3 3/ 'Z) ~.s ,,et) If ED 0~ ::DI£ ,I) 

17 t<!._ c,e,£.. /-l ,g c IE s :::i ED / sf o u g/J £ o floo f/ ES 

603 'De~£.ofje'D -z.. , -583 /4 
$1/ ll/P'K,VOlUIJ ::: , </9c,1_% 

I. I\.J £ 1£ ./J To /<-,/Jo w :SG' ,R.,,1 ,£S 

C!o.1vT/e./1CW~ 

' , 10 T/-3,;., C,qp1TU£EO !'-;i 3-2'4 -



l.t, I I(,, I f'Ct, /h,o -/i. 

l ,1u)"'" 

~t,o # 

l 

• , ,, ,:;1-~ tr~/ ../JL-P ;f:u___L,,L 

~~ /n'LL-k..4.-, ~ - d,~; . £/A,~ £i?.~ 
~ .µ:;_J 17, ,_u_ 'f<IW r -J: ( .& r _>) _ 
. 't---r . ~ .3.o, /J1AJ ~ __ T- 6 r 

.~~d~~ 

$; I 'ir/r~- lcP I 3 ..:. c:l tc" 

0¥3,;;;,-A 
c29d,7 ? 

7 &'o I - ..?S- /YJ 

o<_/;;l.;;J.. 3 l'Yl 

Si 19/ts-- ~ 979 l(...½-
,;29t,o U--l± 

c2 91 < <LLU:: 

~99l f-~ 
,3,o77 u.Lt-

q2fS1~ 

,;i..rst./ ?i 
~jt''f ~ 

~~-~ ~ ~ 
~-

~~ 

ltl-E .3y-o . . f ~ ~ 
/ou~ 

tL,t.,c_/ ~ 



s/; s/sS' 

s-frl ~< 

s/1s-/t-s-
.s/4'"'/g~ 

£/ 7/g) 

s/18/s --

:D~~~ 
.~ 

fe--1:-I 1 <-lo_ ..3 ~~ 

/5;2-0 _ c? ~~ .} 1{wh 
.c.2-2:-t/o - 3 ~/4./ if u--l6 _;::: s=:: 1 

- - - - I 

,2 '71 &'" 

/}1..,0 #-

~ ~ - - c/4,1,,,_µj--£_ - j 
~~~◄ ~~ -~~ ~ 

I f:i.y 

c) 8'.:i< 
~ ~ ~ ~~ -} ~~ - -

~ 11 _ II -

# o?S13 ~~ "' :J.) 

,,,_ h.:,, 9--J ~ =-J) 

~S78' _ _ . ~~ -:-

8~.S-'-/ - ~}_,a ~1-/Uf - p __ 

7/'o. I ]~ 1 ~ ~~-~ D 
,;:z I ;;:i ;;;i._ - , 

~ ..:2 9 s-c/} ~ ,u_.,,~ ~ k~~ D _ - -
.:19 tfr.,tj 

_ 9o f"& f-a1~ ~~~ D 

d)_;i_ 9o J ~ M 

/.;)7!' :i:; F'

,;) f 15' r~ 
J;,j,;i 1/J E_ 

033/ ~ 

--- ~ 

c2 _t ~o _ ~ '~/"Its-

~ . 9- 3 ~ ll 
/tjO 3 h l 

?lo I ~/.;,_ ub 
;t/8'0 ...2. ~4-~J &7 U,,U:; 

~ lo tfo 
t/ lo I a.,_ft 

y ~ /1 t!-ut I I mbJ~ ..J1 to ? ~ ... 



.:,• 

Field Trip Report 
Sand Spring Wild Horse Round-up 

July 19 - 23, 1987 
By Robert Hillman 

On Sunday July 19 I drove from Sacramento to Eureka, NV to inspect the wild 
horse gather scheduled to begin on July 20 in the Sand Springs HMA. I had 
made prior arrangements with Bob Brown, wild horse specialist for the Ely, 
NV District. However, due to a last minute change due to horse movement, 
the trap site had been changed. I spent Monday morning looking for the 
crew and did find them just out of Duckwater, NV about 1:00 PM some thirty
five miles from the meeting place. 

Upon arrival Mr. Brown informed me of the site change and that they had 
made considerable effort to locate me, but without success. 

We inspected the holding pens and began examination of the 150 horses that 
had been gathered that morning. Due to the afternoon winds and temperature 
and size of the first gather, they were finished for the remainder of the 
day. 

July 21, 1987 the trucks arrived about 6:30 AM and began loading horses 
about 7:00 AM. Of the 150 rounded up there were 85 mares/colts and 65 studs. 
They shipped two truckloads . consisting of 44 in the first truck and 54 
in the second, all of which looked in good condition for the trip to the 
Palomino Valley facility. 

After the shipment left the trap site I interviewed Dave Katour and Jim 
Hicks, the gather contractors hired by BLM. Their contract called for 340 
horses+ or - 20%. The maximum numb~r wus 408 at $58.00 per horse delivered 
to Palomino Valley. 

Mr. Hicks is the pilot of the '..1elicopter and is widely known for his expertise 
in gathering wild h0 ::ses. 

At about 10:30 AM I positioned myself on top of a hill overlooking the trap 
for filming the horses when they came. At 11:00 AM the helicopter brought 
in 100 horses. They arrived in good condition having covered a distance 
of seven to eight miles. During the run, a small newborn colt was not able 
to keep up and dropped off. Hicks radioed the location for the BLM obser
vation helicopter and they landed, picked up the colt and flew it to the holding 
pen. It was reunited with its mother a short time later. Of the 100 
gathered on Tuesday, 59 were mares/colts and 41 were studs. 

The shipment the next morning was 85 head, all studs with 41 in one truck 
and 44 in the other. 

On Wednesday the crew brought in 58 on the drive at which point Bob Brown 
called a halt until a post count could be made to determine how many horses 
were left. 

Of all the horses observed there were only two to offer any concern. 
The first day had brought in an orphaned colt only three weeks old. By 
Wednesday he had begun looking stronger and was eating the grass hay pro
vided. Brown had decided to ship him on the Thursday truck due to his in
creased condition. There was also a young stud that had badly deformed 
front legs tha~ turned in. 



July 19 - 23, 1987 

t agreed it was useless to ship the horse as adoption was impossible. That 
left either destruction or return to the range. After watching the horse 
for the week, Brown destroyed the animal as it had great difficulty in any 
movement. 

The plan of the BLM was to fly a count survey on Wed./Thurs. expecting to 
spend at least eight airborne hours to cover the area. That count would 
determine if the gather was over or yet more needed to be brought in. 

I left the trap site about 3:30 PM for the drive back to Reno, arriving 
there just after 8:30 PM. 

On Thursday morning I met Ted Crail and Nancy Whitaker at the BLM State 
Office where we met with Ed Spang, State BLM Director. 

At the conclusion o'f that meeting we met wich john Ohlson at his office 
concerning the judgement on our lawsuit. A complete report of these meet
ings are covered in the trip report by Nancy Whitaker. 

At the conclusion of the meeting with Ohlson, I returned to Sacramento arriv
ing at 5:30 PM. 

On Friday, July 24 Bob Brown called me to report on the results of the post 
count. Brown said they counted 700 head so they allowed the contractor 
to take another 63 to finish the contract at 408 as allowed. 

I questioned the count as perhaps also counted were horses from the Fish 
Creek HMA that is next in line to be gathered. The possibility exists that 
the two herd areas have horses going back and forth. Brown admitted that 
was possible and would be a consideration of the Fish Creek study and gather. 

End of report. 
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8-13-1987 .. FIELD REPORT BY DAWN LAPPIN 

On August 13, 1987 I arrived at Palomino valley Holding Facility 
to film with Channel 4 and 8, stories pertaining to 8 orphan 
colts that needed homes. After filming Terri Jay and myself went 
to look at two really nice paint horses; in that pen we noticed 
some very lame horses. I spoke to Fred Wyatt generally about why 
the animals were lame and he responded that he had a few lame 
animals, but that he had talked to people about it. Friday 
evening I received a call from some people who had been at 
Palomino and stated that they had seen many lame animals. 

8-14-1987 .. FIELD REPORT BY DAWN LAPPIN 

I returned to Palomino the next morning. I asked Fred Wyatt if I 
could check all the individual corrals. He said he had to load 
some horses and would be right with us. I went into all the 
corrals except the two fields and the two front pens nearest to 
the office. I requested from the office, the bleed sheets, 
and the death records. 

PEN #6 
Bay Stallion--had been down in truck was injured. 

PEN #5 
Bay mare #0240, gash on face 

PEN #9 
Sorrel mare #0012, sore footed 

PEN #18 
Sorrel mare #7491, sore footed 
Bay mare #8191, sore footed 

PEN #B 
All new horses, not worked, in from Roberts Creek, many 

lame. Unusual in the fact 50% of the horses were laying down. 
Bay mare with Buckskin colt-lame 
Palomino with Dun colt-colt lame 
Bay filly-lame 
2 Buckskin mares-lame 
2 bay mares-lame 
Palomino mare-lame 
Palomino Paint-lame 
Buckskin mare with black colt-lame 

BIG PEN--sore footed 
Bay mare #0313 
Dk Bay #0190 
Paint mare #0315 
Piebald mare #0306 
0346--no mother? 
Black mare-0354 crooked leg 
Bay mare #0329 

1 



Page two 

PEN #25 sore footed 

#0379 0424 

0384 0474 

PEN C sore footed 

#0214 0190 
0193 0191 

PEND sore footed 

#7755 7309 
7777 7260 
0664 7669 

PEN #26 sore footed 

#0369 0426 
0372 0375 

PEN #27 sore footed 

#0247 0834 
infection) 

PEN ACROSS FROM #27 

#0014 0178 

PEN #28 

0418 

0373 

0227 
0210 

7301 
7831 
7551 

0400 
0374 

8334 
0295 

sore 

0179 

0401 

0468 

0198 
0215 

7837 
7739 
7517snot 

0397 

0349 

0213 
0139 

7664 
7379 
7512 

0387 (serious cuts) 
0370 0428 (bad 

(bad nose) 7599(bad 
(bad head) 0434 

footed 

0022 0020 

#7327 hip and shoulder injury 
7909 sore footed 

0439 

0396 

0227 

7518 
7774 

0454 
cuts) 

hip, 

0015 

vaginal-

Many of these animals showed signs of previous treatment,such as 
bandaged hooves, disinfectant. Asked Fred Wyatt how many animals 
would need treatment, he said the veterinarian and he would be 
working Saturday on injured animals. I asked to come back. 

I left Palomino and went to the Nevada State Office of the Bureau 
of Land Management. I spoke briefly to Milt Frei, he took copies 
of my field notes, BLM bleed sheets, death records. I spoke to 
Mr. Wolfe regarding the fact that BLM had assured me over one 
year ago that excessive running of horses would not be tolerated. 
Instruction Memorandums were issued and a chase helicopter 
assigned. I informed Mr.Frei and Mr. Wolfe that I had newspaper 
sources as well as the visual medium that would gladly address 
this cruelty if BLM wasn't willing to do so. 

2 



Page three 

8-15-1987 .. FIELD REPORT BY DAWN LAPPIN 

I asked how much the veterinarian charges were. 
he receives $25 for the trip, $29.00 an hour, 
for injections and treatm~nt. 

~~A so,.::, +ore. ~e..J....l.v!.Tl'\,-X e 

I was informed 
~ , the charges 

Upon arrival I stated that I would be taking pictures of the 
actual injuries. I made it very clear that I was distressed at 
the number of abcessed and worn hooves, in addition to the large 
number of injuries. It appeared that the animals were suffering 
from a similar situation that occurred just one year ago when 
animals were excessively run. Fred Wyatt said he had called Bob 
Brown in Ely regarding the sore footed horses from Sand Springs, 
but that he had only talked to the contractor regarding his 
concern on Callahan, Roberts Creek, but that generally he thought 
it had improved some. (It is my own opinion that troubles 
relating back to the Carson City District, whom I believe have 
undermined Mr. Wyatts' attempt to run a goodship, have gotten 
around to the other districts. If he reports excessive injuries 
they claim he is crying. I don't believe this problem will 
disappear unless the State Office oversees Palomino, rather than 
the District.) I have stated for over a year that the Districts 
were not listening and didn't care about the sensitivity at 
Palomino, and the repeat this year confirms they do not care if 
animals are suffering. The following were only a few pictures 
of the work on injured animals that took the entire day, I 
believe they reflect an uncaring agency and an irresponsible 
contractor. I personally have flown on capture operations with 
the Bureau and have attended roundups for nearly 15 years. I am 
recognizant of the fact that wild animals will get injured at the 
capture sight, in transport, and at the holding facility; however 
the degree of injuries has risen since BLM started contracting 
the capture operations, due to the profit and expediancy of the 
private contractor. Despite repeated warnings, and near 
disasters, the Bureau refuses to rectify the cruelty. 

In each one of the treatment cases the following occurs: 

1. a horse back rider must retrieve the animal from the pens 
holding the horses, meaning it must be separated from healthy 
animals. 

2. the horse is brought to the squeeze chute 

3. the animals head is roped, and the squeeze chute tightened 

4. depending upon the injury, the animal would have to be 
injected with a paralytic drug (sucostrin). 

5. waiting four or five seconds, 
momentarily loosing the ability to breath. 
few minutes. 

3 
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Page four 

6. The animal must have his/her legs restrained by rope. 

7. The wound is opened by scraping. 

8. The wound is washed with antiseptic (Betadine), wrapped, if 
necessary. 

9. The animal is released 

10. The animal must be put in an area where it can be retrieved 
for repeated treatment. 

STRESSED SUCOSTRIN IS A PARALYTIC DRUG THAT CAN CAUSE DEATH IN A 
ANIMAL. On such animal was witnessed by my husband, 
the animal was given the sucostrin, its heart failed, 

Bert, when 
and the vet 

had to jump on it to bring it back. 

1. Pictures 1-3 #0364 stallion 
ABCESS left front, and right coronet 
rope, sucostrin, tie down, scrape, disinfect, wrap, antibiotic 
check again in few days 

2. Picture 1 
PUNCTURE HOCK 

no number, unworked Buckskin colt- 2 mo. 

rope, sucostrin, tie down, scrape, disinfect, wrap, antibiotic 

3. Picture 1 #0029 mare 
ABCESS left and right front hooves 
second treatment rope, sucostrin, tie down, scrape, disin
fect, rewrap, penicillan. 

4. Pictures 1-4 #0217 Bay colt 
ABCESS left and right rear hooves 
second treatment rope, sucostrin, tie down, scrape, disin
ect, rewrap, penicillan PROGNOSIS-BAD. Hoof has developed a 
crack at coronet, which indicates the hoof is sloughing, Will 
most likely have to EUTHANIZE! 

5. Pictures 1-2 
LAME 

#0437 Black? 

Rope, sucostrin, tie down, scrape and cut hoof to reveal 
cracks, most likely will abcess. NOTE: severely worn hooves. 

6. Pictures 1-2 
ABCESS second week treatment 
rope, sucostrin,tie down, unwrap, scrape, disinfect, rewrap, 
penicillan. 

7. Pictures 1-3 #0344 mare 
ABCESS Left and Right rear 
rope, sucostrin, tie down, scrape, 
anitbiotic. 

4 
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Page five 

OTHER INJURED ANIMALS TREATED THE SAME DAY-no pictures 

sore footed 
sore footed, Right rear, antibiotic 
sore footed, Right Front, antibiotic 
abcess, remove bandage 
abcess, Right forearm, flush, antibiotic 
crippled,' euthanized, (had colt) 
stifled, Left rear, improving 
leppy colt from 7599 mare, okay 
hock swollen, penicillan 
lame colt 
lame mare 
lame, 2nd week, okay 

w w w w 

# 0374 
0432 
0428 
0028 
0247 
7599 
6878 
7616 
0293 
0204 
7083 
0171 
8420 
8077 
8319 
0387 
0406 
0607 
7909 
0572 
0434 
8067 

w w . w w * i:t 00 z '3 ABCess J.... FT F"f2o,J, 

rj;, 8295 

abcess, ·left front, antibiotic 
puncture wound, very lame 
puncture · wound 
puncture wound 
puncture .wound 
puncture wound 
lame both -front 
puncture wound, left knee 
abcess, left forearm 

In addition the Death Reports show: 

* -l¼--2SO ,7 ABc.e.95 t...r=r PreoD-r-

~ ~ oo 33 A 13cess 'RT" 1="~010-r 

* .ti O 12 lP 5 L. 0 u.a.J, "AF Hooud?) 
5o me.. o-t= +he... * AA.JI rYlAL'S woe-1<.e.-d, 
-p (2..( 0 e., -to </ / 1 s/ 8'7 

0098 abcess both front, hoof sloughed, T-61 
0126 abcess, right front, hoof sloughed, T-61 
7972 large shoulder wound, poor, T-61 

(?) Cu. Tl-I A I\..) I z.. E. D 

0274 abcess in sole bone, T-61 
8040 cut tendons. left rear, T-61 
(last death report is dated 8/10/87.) 

Bleed sheets indicate: 

7/28/87 "a lot of tender footed horses." 
8/10/87 "a lot of horses are cut up." 

5 
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PALOMINO VALLEY h'H&B PLACEMENT CENTER 

DEATH REPORI' 

DATE :_ 7..1.-.!/~:J:___.,l-f...J_/ ~'6_,__7 _ 

d I. (v"l.t\.~ 
ID NO. lAnvJ" r lrt u y h-.."/ SEX _____ _ 

CAUSE OF DEATH: 
dow V\ d V'I T"'1' l- h T--- u I 

(SIGNED) 

P.AIDi"ITNO VAll.EY \IB&B PLACE1ENI' CENTER 

DEATH RE?ORI' 

DATE: _______ _ 

IDNO. _________ _ SEX ----- -

CAUSE OF DEATH: 

(SIQIBD) 

C 



pAf_DMINO VALLEY \,.,1H&B PLACEMENT CEN'l'l-:::R 

DEATH REPORI' 

DATE: -?-;? ,S- - j 7 
ID NO. g;;JCp ✓ SEX ~ 

CAUSE OF DEATH: 

/? / ??~~ ~ ~ 

PALClMINO VALLEY \IB&B PLACEMENT CENTER 

DEATH RE?ORI' 

DATE: 7- 25--%2 , 

CAUSE OF DEATH: 

q' ,48'-o ~--- -½ 
/?~~~al 

.. 

(SIQ~Y'J 



• 

PAI.DMINO VALLEY h'H&B PLACEMENT CEN"rER 

.,. _:, -- • -~ : -.... .. . , 
.. ' . . -· 

DEATH RE?ORI' 

DATE:_ t _/ __Jw /,__V_7 _ _ 

ID NO. ~ ()_,_0,,__9~~- -- SEX - - -- -

CAUSE OF DEATH: 

- ~~ ·· ·· 

(SIGNED) r-j 

PALOMINO VAI.J.Ei \·lli&B PLACU1ENT CENTER 

DEATH RE?ORI' 

DATE: -- - ----

ID- NO. SEX _ _ __ _ 

CAUSE OF DEATH: 

(S IGNED) 

... · .... -



.. 

pALJ)t"'JINO VALLEY WH&B PLACEMENT CENTER 

~. . .... ~ .. ~ . . •.-.;. . 
- . 

D:cATH REPORI' 
........,,_._ - ~ 

DATE: <? )-fp / f7 _:_.j- , ---=-...;. _ _,___ 

ID NO. __ Q~) _.2__,{oO<..---- - SEX --- --

CAUSE OF DEATH: 

~ F h O ~I- s /o1,1_
9

1,t J (H l-c. G bruw) T- b I 

~~ :a 
(SIGNED) 

PAI.lliINO VALLEY \'JH&B PIACE1~ CENTER 

DEATH RE?ORI' 

DATE: _ <t_,___/ ~_ /:.........::;.r_7 _ _ 

IffNO. 79 7 1 
CAUSE OF DEATH: 

SEX ---- -



PAIDMINO VAILEY ,...,1H&B PLACEMENT CENTER 

DEATH REPORI' 

DATE: ~ q / 1 '3 ) f 7 

IDNO. O~]~ ~ - ----
CAUSE OF DEATH: 

~" )·"\_ a.hr c,) r ,11kJ hj -A.t. , .... & J 

(SIGNED ) 

PAIDMINO VALLEY \'JH&B PLACU1ENT CENTER 

DEATH RE?ORI' 

DATE: _....lL-9.,__) l~Q _,__/ '6.c,__.-_7 _ 

ID NO. _<J>_ O_'-f_O ___ _ _ SEX -----

CAUSE OF DEATH: 

(Sic-:fIBD) 

• 

., 

- ,....-, ,, -a .. 



WILD HORSE ANlJ .oU/'I.J\ U ltl ',\ Ll\.lVl\• 

. . . - ptA. 1 ?--
Capture Area: ~~i~ .~Ji__,'1q_~ __ ------\l-

S"'I ~ ~ 
Brought In: 

~ 

NO. AGE ~.ALE DESCRIPTION 

0000 

0001 

0002 

0003 

0004 

0005 

0006 

0007 

0008 

0009 

0010 

0011 

0015 

0016 

0017 

Dry Females: _ _ _ Under 1 Yr. Colts: -- -

Wet Females: _ _ _ Under 1 Yr.Fillies: - - -

Dat e Bl 

NEG. Co ggi ns Test: __________ _ _ no: _ _ _ 

ACCESSION NO 

Males~ 

I 

N3-4700-1 
Revised 
March 1987 

ADOPTIOJ 
. DATE 



I WIL D HORSE AND nUl-mO ll l\lLhTUJ,Y KLL,UJ: u 

Capture Area: __________ _ 

Brought In: __________ _ _ 

NO. 

0181 

0183 

0184 

0185 

0186 

i 0187 

0188 

0189 

0190 

0191 

0192 

0193 

0194 

0195 

0196 

0197 

0198 

0199 

0200 

Dry Females: --- Under 1 Yr. Colts: - - -

Wet Females: Under ·1 Yr.Fillies: - --- - --

• 

Date Bl 

NEG. Coggins Test: no: 

ACCESSION NO 

/\j 

Males~ · - - -

-- --- -- -

ADOPTER 

I 

I 
I 

I 
I 
I 

N3-4700-l 
Revised 
March 1987 

ADOPTION 
- DATE 

0)'79} 



/. itD HOKSE AND 3URRO 11 :VENTO RY RECORD 
,,I ., -- . ... 

Capture Area: -----------

Brought In: _ _______ ___ _ 

NO. AGE ;vi.ALE FEMAIB· DESCRIPTION 

0301 

0302 &/ 
303 ou 

~(I X 
) 

0306 dd 
0307 G 
0308 

0309 

0310 

0311 

0312 

0313 -5 

0314 B7a.~.I 
0315 ~i u1_ft4_ R-i_ ~j 
0316 '"R r0l<.,-v...,,, sL 
0317 So,"""-,Q 
0318 ~-fn.v s: · · ...__ - - --.,, 

0319 .___s.~ -cu, .. / 

0320 -S 'f-o..1 __, 

Dry Females: --- Under 1 Yr. Colts: ---

Wet Females: ----

bU I\.L , <o or L . <l<o ,~ t 111, JS s 

Date Bl 

NEG. Coggins Test: No: 

ACCESSION NO 

------ - -- -

I 

ADOPTION 
· DATE 

~-..:________jL-....._j_ ___ . -----1 

Males: ----

/ 
I 

J 

I 

I 

I 

J 
..• ,; 

N3-4700-l 
Revised 
March 1987 



\-!lLD HORSE AND i3URiW l! .\ L'.\ lUhl t,L\.,\. ' h LJ .. .. 
Capture Area: Date Bl 

Brought In: NEG. Coggins Test: llo: 

~ALE I FEMALE 
ACCESSION NO 

. 
ADOPTI Qll 

NO. AGE DESCRIPTION ADOPTER DATE 

0321 7 n 0 X -1?n ✓ , } 
>{() 'J -S~!rv€J -~,A.) ,.~i, ·J, LF◄ - ;(:.f'< 1a--i.uj.c..-

J 0322 /1 r, .,. ' /l L-J<f .S.l°C /.::' 

x' I 
I '--::/ l . 

0323 ~~ t~::tl ,✓(h) _s~ r·,, 1 t -n' n . f 1~C.. <--\ I /::.' -· . 

i ·i \I e! J -
fa~---·{ 

,_) { ').. \. 

0324 / ~tu _t,>{o ..-{ ( , ,, l - ·• f j I I ' l'(,1.A_,,, L r< ..5 r)r , __ 

'1 c, 'v 
\~ lcu · K -5' ~ 1L \ 

f<i'~f- 'OIJ yo., .. \ I 0325 1\ L 'i<! ~: r, r,/(. 

72 ' /2o_J -R {) ( t,,,-"_ , -.S~ JJ - ✓-- I 0326 J 

/ 
-·- R,J< /~ 1=~ /r,:, -

0327 K;z ~ ,"(,l v ,•"\. -s; ~--('J.A/ 1 :;-V\ >> L £ ,,/.1_£.>;t,.,,.... , _ I 
I . (/ 

0328 ~, · - ! f:srtl ~ I 
) - ' gl ~ + (UV I 7--, ,., + 0329 '.'1 I , 1 C"t.c ~·"v ,:_"""'-'...,".:;, 
I 

-r · ~ 
s-\.{J_A; . c~~ r , c,~: r\ 

~} ~ock_ 0330 77 \ I _____::,('h'v, 
':) x· .S,l✓ 

I 
-~~~4 - 1 ---------0331 ... ' .. , ~.J ( () ~~ J 

3 ·~ ~· /1 -;i n.A, c:: ~-r ;_ ✓o ';(f .sh--< l ~·, I 
' . ' 

0332 - I .~~OJ./ ,..') .. ~(~('it .s 1....: /\ . 
'-I X 

I \ { I 1 < Go--- ..... )(-\. ----
0333 ,t°Y-;,/ <;f-ri,v ·)s~ I V.3o{i ,..,..,,"'> L. ..5or...fc. ~ 

' lit( ~ . 2, y J \71 ----0334 . . rowv,_ ..s: V c)_ S ..__:_:/ ) 
2~--~ I J;J/2 

~) x I I u I (' -- -----.,µ' co--.-.-, 
0335 :f;y-sk.,</-c-. .. : r. \ SI) d,· O~l:L 

3 X -:r;:_ . -~ f ,v--vtv-f L,-r ~1 $/4J- 3 ( tww 0336 __.,1)5 S O u ll"V' S ,·\..-n <:;1--..'. .. : I) 

~ X ~tt~,. .,1,y I , '\ 

1 
\.... >--

0337 .....,95 -~ V . .f< R StJ c/:_ 
0338 Ir 

,i-.-1JS X J5y <J'UN'-' /4J ~f 5, 1&/_ l V ,1 
I 033£; 

13 ~ 0hv I 
r--

0339 X Crr, l.,cHv ' itY'°-3~~ -.-.I!_, 

'b X -l~~"J <s4-o,,v s1t-::.') -~~-_,..., MrJ-_ I kt~g~ 0340 ~i t-e 
/ •- J 

I I - '~~ -..::..,..~ 
J, ' ,-.- ~ L,_;- ••i:;:,n."t',•~ -:-~-:...?J:. -~ ~ -:'/~ _...,. " ..,_., v, .. 1-U!-~1ff, :;'[ , f ,,C. "21 . ., . • • : ,.......J I Jl ~ - .... _,,. -~--:..:_ - 'F ~ ...... - -

~~-fr± .. ~ IL. ~ r-. .. ---~ ;-·• -~~~;;--_;.,,,i.-.:-::.~--
.t1 f-:.(;b ~ .r~7

• · -tl4 · X\9-½;-£,t ~- o ~ t "'·• ~.; .. u;~ "',t;,;/7 
~:. -:.-_ ....... 

- "- •--~ --- I 

Dry Females: Under 1 Yr. Colts: Males: N3-4700-l 
Revised 

Wet Females: Under 1 Yr.Fillies: March 1987 



\.!ILD JIOHSE AND .DL'.KJ\V ... , • ., _ _ ., ~ " • 

.. ' ! ~ 

Capture Area: ______ _ ___ _ 

Brought In: 

NO. AGE FEMALE DESCRIPTION 

0341 

0342 

0343 

0344 
r,i_ 

0345 
_., 
_..,, ,,S 
... 

..:> 
0346 .,., {J ', 

0347 
Li 
,.,.,d 

0348 !..f (I~ 

0349 ~ , .. ,tJ 

0350 

0351 

0352 

0353 
L) . i 

-=---1:l......'...-l--j.....!..-\---+-------11--,b=i=.i_:__-L.. _ _::.:......:...:.....11:,....~I-Ol,.'.'...~-,~ 

0354 

0355 

0356 

0357 

Dry Females: 

Wet Females:LN-

Under 1 Yr. Colts: ---

Under 1 Yr.Fillies: _ _ _ 

Date 

NEG. Coggins Test: ______ No: 

ACCESSION NO 

Males~ ---

ADOPTER 

I 

I 

\ { 

c I 
I 

N3-4700-l 
Revised 
March 1987 




