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The p_1r-poc=....,e of th.is removal (gathering) plan is to c::utline the rrett-cds and 
pro-.:edur-es to be used in reroving e;.:cess wild horses frcrn the Caliente Fescurce 
Are,;:~. Th.is may be acc::omplishec:I by removing hor:::--.es that e;-:ist outside of Herd 
Mc>na.geme:-17t Areas (1-M;' s), and tha.::-e hor-=,:es fran H"1Pi' s wl-ere the Appropriate 
l'ianag (:.:'111E:'nt Level (PM._) is being e>:ceeded. This plan also ic:lenti fies rerno val of 
horses that are causing da.tTB.ge to the Cl~TL1.n i ties of C::\ 1 ien te 2nd C-:1.s-e 1 ton • 
This reffoval will affect the status (no longer wild 2nd free) of appro:-:.ime .tely 
l(X) wild horses. In addition thrs-e hea.d of wild h:::lrs--es w.i th collars con will 
be ca.ptured , c::o 11 ars remov~">Cf , 2nd wi 1 d hor-=,:-.es and c:1ssoc ia ted bc""\lid members 
released oo.ck into area wh'::'re tt1E,y \.\et-e captured. 

~ I~TICJ\I 

Gather Ar-ea 

E;-:c::ess wild hor-·ses 2.re to be removed from the foll c..°"Al.ing are a s a s follc...--..'E: 

1-brses outside of HMAs t:o .. mdar-.ies: 

Removal of e:-:cess wild hor-·ses from c~ . .ttside of designated Herd Mc>nagement 
Are<=1.s will take place in the Delamar, Bculder- Spr-ings, Pioche, Highland 
Peak, Crossroads, Bar-clay, and Simpson Grazing Allotmenb: - located in ti-.e 
Caliente Re::-o...1rc::e Ar-ea (me.p attached). 

(1-brses in the Pioche and Highl?nd Pe2.k grazing Allotm c-1,ts are a.lso 
c::.=1.using problems in and an:u.nd the ccm1vni ty of Cas.el t cn). 

1-W--is where PM... is being e>:ceec:led: 

E:-:ces=: wild horses - wil 1 be reT10ved fr-om the Miller- Flat Area (m-::1.p 
atta.ched) • E:-:ce<-.:5S 1-'~i.ld hors:--c--s wi 11 be r<:...,,-oved dc:w, to the ini t ial 
management 1 eve 1 as idE.-'17 ti f ied in the Mi 11 er F 1 at Herd Man.;;1ge,i,217 t Ar-e2, 
Plan. 

E:-:ces: wild horses wil 1 also bE? remove-c:I from the Clover- Creek, and 
Cot tawx:od H"1A' s bringing the p::ip...1 la tic::n of wi 1 d h:Jr·ses dc4".n to tl-.e 
ini t.ial Appropria .te Mc-magernent Level identified through the Co:::wdim.~ted 
R~.c:x..1rc:e l'iana.gBn':217t arid Planning precess usinq th: guidance established in 
the Caliente Re-;a_trc::e Land Use Plan for· determining desirable numbers - for 
l-i'1A's (map attached). 

lrJi thin the Cottonwc:od H~ lies: . the Clover Mountain Wilderness - Stud y Are:"\. 

l-&'1A' s i,,-Jl-ier-e there are probl<=-m animals: 

Horses that are caus .ing pn:iblem-::; arou n d the community of Caliente ~,.,ill 
also be removed during this renoval precess. This will affect th::> clover­
Creek and Little Mount a in i-l"vA' s (map attached). 

The ter-r-ain in the rerro val area varies from flat but n::cky to precipi tou.s tushy 
c":\nd forE:.">S ted arec. ~s. 
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Existing Situaticn 

Horses either have establishE.>d hcxre ranges outside of e;dsting Herd !"l~age!T1E2nt 
Areas and/or have e:-:ceeded the Appropriate Ma.nagerrent Level est:1blisf-~=Cl 
(Thro..1gh p_iblic invol Vl?ITP'?flt) for spc.">Ci f ic 1--i"Y-1' s. Th_1s they are ccimpt"2ting with 
other ungulates for Forage, IJ..Jater, Sp,'::\ce and C'.over, etc., or tt-Ey are causing 
problerns in lo::al communities. For current numbers and numbers to br2 removed 
see table 1 belcw. 

Gather An=•a 

Delamar/Boulder springs 
Al lotrrents . 

Pio::he/ Highl21nd F'eak 
Al lotmc--nt 

Crossroads/Barclay 
Allotments 

Simpson Allotment 

Caliente Problem animals 
(Little Mtn ~) 

Miller Flat~ 

Clover Creek H~ 

Clover M::iuntain H"A 

Total Nu.mber of Atimals 

Table 1 

Last r.ensus # 

(l NH1 

0 N/A 

0 N/A 

0 N/A 

* 54 

50 71 

9 26 

=,5 B4 

that meeds to be removed 

Number in e:-:cess of Al"l.. 

2{) 

1 ,:.c .... , 

10 

5 

10 

21 

17 

2.9 

1,..,-. 
.,;'_/ 

*PM_ to te established thro...tgh ITT:)!7itoring, last CE-n!:us conducted during July, 
1983 resulted in 54 hea.d of horses counted. 

1--ence appro:-:imately 50 e:-:cess wild horses ne'E'd to te removed f,~c,m a.rea.s outside 
e:-:isting I-J-1,;'=·· Also 10 read of horses ne.'ed ta be rerroved that are G:\Us.ing 
problems aro...117d the cormunity of Caliente. Apprm:imately 67 he3.d of e:-:cess 
vJi 1 d hor-s:-es need to be removed f ran within H·1As to bring ~'li 1 d hor:;.es nu.mbers 
dCJIAf1 to the Pi"L for thcl.t H~. l--lo1,-J2ver, the nu.mber of horSt:...-=>::-to l:::e re-roved 
under this removal plan is appro:dmcttel y l(x) head of e:-:cess t-orses. 

Just i ficaticn 

The decision to r-emove the=..:;e ariirrP3ls fr-om this at-ea is ba:;ed on cc,ncer ·ns . of 
State f--igencies, Cc:ordinated Re:::a..1rce Manageni:ent and F'lc1nning C.a'Tl'Tli ttee Memben::;, 
other public COflYT)e!")ts, and Bt...tr-eau planning documents, c<nd wild horse i.V:tivi tiE-:-s 
plans. 



Justification for reirov.:.,l is bas:..J:d on the Final l"FP Step II I Decisic.fls 
approvE·d by tf-lE. Stc\te Di1··ector on l\bvemb?r 12~ 1981 and confirmed by the 
Director, R11, a, February 26, 1'7d2, and 43 C.F .R. -4710.4 "which state<..s that 
wild horse ITh..-=rnagement shall bt-.2 undertakl:.':17 with the objective of 1 imi ting the 
animals distrib...1tic..-n to herd areas. . • ", and is supi:---orted by Public La.1.,1 
92-195. Als-0 Herd M2-..nagement An.~2 Plans, thr-ough public: in volvement, h,-.3.ve 
establishE.>d an 6Pp 1ropriate Mana.gemE-nt L.eve l (r-:t·L) for \l'J.ild horse nLtml:-ers 1-,ith 
in each H~. This Pi·L number shc:uld bE.~ mc-:,naqe,."CI for· until monitoring indicates a 
nee-:."'C! to ch:inge the pop..tlatico Levels. 

Lhder- this gathering plan the BL.M will be r-esp.::nsible for the capture, care, 
temporary holding of appro:-:imately 100 wild hm-ses from the gather· area, 21nd 
their transportation to the a.doption pr-ep.,,wation facility th,-c,ugh issu:1nce of 
gatrering contract . 

F,-ior to any gathe1ring operation the B_1.reau will provide for· a pre-captur-e 
analysis to determine the ccndition of the eni1TB.ls, preva.iling temperc:>.tures, 
animal distribution in relation to p-..:itential trap locatic:n, ccndi tion of the 
soils, ccnditicn of the roads, drc:ught conditions, etc. The information frrni 
the pre--c:apture analysis will develop ccnclusicns as to wt-ether the level of 
activity is likely to cause undue stress to animals and whether such stress 
wculd l:::e 2c:cept&.ble to anima.ls if a veterina.rian e;-:pertise v-lE:'re present, or 
wrether a delay in capture 21.ctivity is wa.r-r,:1nb:?d. If it is determinE?d that the 
c:aptur-e can pr-oceE?CI ~-Ji th a veterinarian prese.nt, the= services of a veterinarian 
t-Jill l:::e obtained prior to prcceeding with the capture. 

The Bureau of Land Management will provide a a:R/F'I (s) as needed for the 
capture operation frc.vn site sele::tic:n, corral design, to captLtre and 
transi:-ortation of 2nimals to F'alan.ino v'-::1lley C.enter • . 

The capture q::eratic:,n wil 1 utilize helicopter c:::1pture methods. 

The BLw·eau of Land Mc""lnagement \l'J.il 1 also provide s-:J...1pervision of the pr·-ojec:t 
helicopter during the gathering operation. Thi·;:;; wil 1 te c>.ccc::mplished by use of 
en addi t.icnal relicopter on si t.e to nx:ni tor all 2.spects of the wild rorse 
round-up. In the event 2n additional helicopter cc:1nnot be obtained, other 
mett-ods wil 1 be us:-.ed to ob<=c_.er-vE• the removc1.l operations, including b...tt not 
1 imi ted to, using observers on h::lrs--eoo.ck, obs.er-1 ing th:? he 1 icopter from 
vehicles and pla .c:ing st21tionary observers in strategic: loc:a .tions. The 
ab-::-.ervers wi 11 have direct canrvnicatico v~i th tt-e project helicopter ·for 
contract =:uper-vision. Ob<=...ervers \1'1il 1 be rnc:.ni toring the r-ate of movement o·f 
rorses, di.stance to be traveled, typ:? of terrain, fences etc. 

All equipmr:.::nt use:'d in the capture op.::ratia, wil 1 be inspected by COR and 
determined adecju.:=\te prior to issuing the l\btice to Proceed to C.cntr,::\C:tor. 

Bidders To.Jr wil 1 te scheduled and conducted by the BL.M to make the contra.ctors 
more aware of type of terr a.in, cOJdi ticn of animals, ca1di tion of r ·oa ds, trap 
lccations in relaticn to animal distrib_ttion, whE::re fences a.re located as Wo:?ll 
as other dangerous bar--riers. 
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The ccntract wil 1 be terminated for ccflvenience of tf-e Govet"nrta1t when Ccfltrac t 
disp_1tes c annot tE~ rec...,ol ved. In the event the ccntrc:1.ctor does not per-form 
properly the cc.ntra.ctor- will te defaulted. 

Veterina,.-y ser-vices are avc:1.ilable in Caliente, Nevadcl.. The Bureau of Land 
1"1.anagemEnt's e..utf-orized representative or his designee will =:;,t..1J1'illCn c>. 

veterinarian if, in his judgement, veterinary ~,er·vices are rf::.'Cjuir-ed to 
alleviate suf·fering of one or tr0re horses, to ens,ure their· well being, or to 
diagnose and/or tr-eat disease, sicknes!::. o,..- injury. 

The services of the state brand inspecto,..- i•Jil 1 be obtained and al 1 inspc--ctic:.ins 
will comply with the p,.-·ocedurE:."'S set forth in Instr-uction !''!f.ffilOrandum N•/·-85-416, 
which □l.ltlines the procedure for processing private horses captured during 
r-errcval operations. 

A--:; specified in tt-'e Deli::\f!B.r and Miller .. Flat 1---i'r-F' ri0rses of tre dun colot-~ if 
possible, \l-0..lld not be r-emoved during a removal process. Also no pinto horses 
will be removE?d from gather a,~eas. nor- wi1l any of tre collo.~red ho1~s:ses b2 
removed. 

This plan will remain in effect until all animals 
plan are r~"l'T'Dved and placed in adopticn centers. 
during August and EeptE-mber 1983). 

identified in this rE:.·•moval 
(A-lticipated to take ph,ce 

All ce .ptun:s- attempts shall be accomplished Thra..1gh the use o ·f a helicopter. 
Wing riders may be used if nec:ess:::1.t"y. Roping will not be al 10Wf2d e~-:cept to 
Cc:lpture orph,3n foa 1 s and \,',,let mares, and this wi 11 be dc.-r,e on 1 y when neces:.a!'")', 
with prior approval by the C.QR. Lnder no circumstc1nces :.h:':\11 animals be tied 
do.,,n for mr..:ire than Cfle hc:Jur. Mare and foal a,..-e to be cc>.pture togetrer, if toth 
cannot be captured then cne or the other will be released to allow thc...;r, to te 
reunited at no cost to the governmE.'flL 

Tl"-e helicopter shc:1.11 be used in such a mc.nner thc:1.t tB.nds or herds wil 1 rem.:1.in 
together as mu.ch as p::issible. 

The rate of movement a1"'fd dist ance tt--e <=1nimals tre .vel shall not e>:ceed 
limitations set by tre C.QR who will consider terrain, physical IY.:.1rriers, 
WE.•c:1.t her, c:a.dition of the aninB .ls and oth::-r- factors. 

It is e:Stimated that 15 trap lc:caticns i..ii 11 b!e n:c1uired to accomplish the work. 
0-.=ner<B.l trap lcc2, .tic:ns and holding facilities wil 1 be ~electe.-d by the CXF:, 
SJ:iti:..oC if ic trc.•.p si tE-s ( i,,.Ji th in the genera 1 trc:1.p kca ti.en are;::1) wi 11 be se 1 e.>c ted 
by tt-e contr--a ctor . All trap lo::ations and holding ·fi=1.ci li ties must be appr-ov'='Cl 
by th2 CTJ~ prior to constr,_icticn. 1llE' ccntractor· may also be ,.-·Equired to 
ch:.v ige or move trap lo:: c:1ticns as deter-mined by ti"J2 CL""'R. Al 1 traps and holding 
facilities not located en p,.Jblic land m...tst ha ve prior w1,·ittEfl approval of the 
lc:>ndo,-..ne,..-. 
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All traps, 1--iings, and h::llding facilities shall be constn1cted, maintained and 
oi::era .ted to hc.-vidle the animals in a safe and J-v.lTk.ne m2tnner. Traps and holding 
facilities shall te ccnstructed of p.:irtable pc,nels, the top of which shall not 
be lE~s th2n 72 inches high, and the b:Jttom r-ail cif which shall not be more 
tha.n 12 inches fran gro...nd level. Al 1 tr-·ap-3 and holding fe .cilitiE."-3 shal 1 b-2 
ov al or round in design. All loading chute sides shal 1 t:e ful 1 y cover-ed 1--Ji th 
pl yi,ccd or like material. The 10-'::lding duh.~ shall al so t::e a minimum of 6 feet 
high. Al 1 r,_u,w,3ys <:-hall tJE, a minirrum of 20 fE?et long and a minimum of 6 feet 
high and shc:111 te covered v~i th pl ',.1\.-\CCd or- 1 ike material cl. minimum of 1 foot to 
5 feet c:1.bove gr-c:x..ind level. Wings <:-t--,.::ll l not br2 cr.ns.tn..1cted out of bart:Ed vJir-e 
or- other m.?.terials injurious to anima.ls and rrust br2 appr-oved by th:? CX::H. Al 1 
cro . ....ding pens including the gates leading to the runways shall be c:over-ed ~"1ith 
a material which prevents the clnime.ls fn~:m seeing cut (ply .... lOOd, b,..1.rlap, etc.) 
and shal 1 be covered a minimum of 1 fc,::,t to :=, fEet atove gniu,d level. 

No fence mcdi fication 1--iil 1 b.:= made wi thr ... ::ut 21.uthorizatic:n from tt-e OJF. The 
contr act or- si-~.::,11 te res1::c,nsi!::lle for- restoration of any fence mcdi fi.caticn which 
l-;2 ha s m=--de. 

When e:-:cessive dust cc,nditic:ns cx::cur within C!r adjc:<.cent to the trap or- holding 
fe.cility, the ccintr21ctor shall t:e r-equired to V\E't dolAn the gra.Jnd with water at 
s-t.1ch locaticn as directed by the CCR. 

It is the responsibi 1 i ty of the contt-a.ctor- to provide sec:uri ty to pr-event lerss ~ 

injury or death of captured eninBls until deliver; to final destinaticn. 

The CQF.: 1,-;il 1 determine general rcundup are21.s and numl:::er of animals within 
general contract areas as animal concentraticns 2nd 1--.eather conditions dicte.te. 
All traps shall be located a.t the most advantagecus sites for helicopter 
driving. The speci fie lccaticn2 . of traps need to t:e approved by the a::R prior 
to c:onstn 1cticn. 

HE!licopter g2.thering will not t:e c1.llc...11.-.Jed bet1A!E?.En t'k:<.rch 1 and June ::::;o, due to 
foaling i:eriod. 

1-ELia:PIER, PILOT PJ\ID al'1'tl\lICATICN3 

The conb-actor must operate in compliance with Feden,11 Aviation Regulations, 
Part 9.L Pilots provided by tl-;2 ccntrc1.ctor sl"1cl.ll comply with the D:::ntractors 
Federal Aviation C.erti ficates~ applicablE:.' regulations of the St8.te of f\evad2. 
and sh::1.ll fol low what .;:1.re rE:'Ccgnized c1.s safe flying practices. 

WtE1 refL1elinq, the !-,r=?licopter shall n.::'fl'la.in a distance of at least cl. 1,0CX) f~t 
or more from animals, vehicles (other thcln fuel tn1ck), and i:erscinnel not 
involved in refueling. 

The Cffi shEll l have the me~sris to can-~u1icate with the pi lot c.'l.nd bl:? able to 
direct the use of tl-;:.2 g3ther helicopter at all tin-es. The frequf:?!lcy(s) used 
for- this c:c:ntrac:t will be assigned by the [ffi when the gover-nrre,t fumishe:-d 
"slip-in" VI-F/R1 p.:irtable r,3dio is used. When a VI-F/H"I radio is used, tl-e 
f n:.'quenc:y lt"Ji 11 be 122. 925 1'1-12 . 
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Tl--e contractor- shall obtain the necessary FO: licen=es for the r2.dio system. 

The pror;:e r opera.tic,n 1 service and maintenance of al 1 contractor furnisht:.-d 
relicopters is the respcnsibility of tt-e contractor. The B.J-1 reserves the 
right to r-emove ft-om s.er-vicf~ pilots and hf=licopters ~-.Jhich, in the opinion of 
the contracting officer or COR violate cc,nt.r.:=1ct rules, ere unsafe ot- otherwi:::e 
Ltn5atisfactory. In this evEnt, tre contract0t- i,Jill be notified in writing to 
furni·:h r-epl2.cement pilots or hel icopt.ers vJi thin 48 hours of notification. f~l l 
such replacemE.nts m..1st be appr-oved in adv<e\llce of operatia, by the contracting 
officer or his/her reprE-sentatives. 

DISF'CEITICN ~ 1-1...~ TREATM:Nr CF 1-0i.'SES 

As seen as practice .I after entering the captun2 corral~ each group of horses 
~,-iil 1 be inspected and ct. written lCXJ kept identifying condi tic:n of c:U7ini<::1.ls at 
time of capture and sp::::ci fie lccaticn from which c1nimals came from. Al ten,ate 
1:ens, v~i thin the 1-Plding facility shal 1 te fumish?d by the ccntractor to 
sep:ilrate mare:..s with snal l fcoals, sick end injured animals, and esb-ay animals 
fran the other 1-Prses. li-Jhere requir-ed by the CCR, animals shall be sortE-d as 
to age~ number, size, temperament, se:-:, and coodition when in the holding 
fa.cili ty so as to minimize, to the e:-:tent p.::>Ssible, injury due to fighting and 
trampling. 

Of primary imp:irtance while h:\ndling ~-.Jilc! horses is their 1-\tel fc,re and humane 
treat.rent. The a..--r-;: shal 1 be resp::nsible for determining the need and providing 
for- the tr-eatment of sick or injured animals. The contractor · shall r-estrain 
sick or injun~-'d animals =-0 that they may be provided treatment by the CCR. The 
CXF: sr.al 1 al:;o determine if an injured animal must be destroyed and pr-ovide for 
destructicn of the animals. 

Ar,imals shall be transi:orted to final des .tination fr-orr, temporar; holding 
facilities within 24 hcor-s after capture unless prior appr·oval is granted by 
the O..F for Llf,L1sual circu,nstances. A.imals sh31 l not be held in traps and/or 
temp:irar/ holding facilities en days w!7€'17 there is no 1-\!Qrk being conducted 
e:-:cept a::. sp:::-ci fied by the CXF:. 

Pnimals h~ld for- 10 h::Jurs or mor-e in the traps c1nd/or 1-Plding facilities shal 1 
be provided fr-esh clean w.--=1.ter by the ccntr-actor·, in 2n 2.mount of ct. minim..1Jn o·f 
10 gallons per- animal r.er day. Pinini.3ls held for 10 hours or more in the traps 
or- holding facili tie:-s shall be provided go.xi quality h.-:,y at the r-ate of not 
les::: than t\AlO pclunds of hay p-.2r- 100 p."'.l\.mds of estimated body v-..ieight i:er dc1y. 

Br i:!nded an ima . ls, tra.::.e suspex: ted of t:-'-2 ing br·ande<j , or tt"D.32 are 
kno,•n to te privc:-tte, i,Jill be separated 0_1t. and han dled as outlined in IM 
85--416, which is in accor-d0nce i,iith appliccl.ble federal and state law-:;. 
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Wild horSE-s •"1hich are =:erio. . .lsly injun?d, obvia...,sly ~,ick or· l2<.J11e, or-· very old, 
i.-ihose condition is such that it is obvious they will not recover i.-ij_ll be 
t-umanel y destroyed at the site by the Bureau o·f Land M~\nagE,nent' s. PutJ-10t- izec :J 
Officer cnly, or by a veterinarian if authorized by the Bure2<.u's 
r-epresentat.ive. PU1's Author-ized 0-fficers 1-B.ve teE.n trained by a 
licenSE.-'d veterinarian in the state for l·v1n,3.ne E•uth::1nasia of wild horSf.=S. l\b 
other individual ~--iil 1 be allc:,l,,\IE'C] to destroy any captured horse Lu,less tre 
representative h2.s si:€-Cifica.lly stated (c1nd madf~ reference to in writing) that 
he will be 21.i.-2y fr-cm th: job si t.e for c1r1 E-:tended period of time. D...1t-ing this . 
time, tt-e representative viill appoint a qua.lified individua .l to take over his 
r-espx1sibili ties. Tt-e Ccintra.ctor shal 1 dispose of C<:\rca.sses as dir-ec:tE:d by the 
a::R. 

Car-c.:,,.sses ,•Jil 1 be dispos-E'C:I of by bur-·ial, cc,ns.::.i_unE-c:! by ·fj_r·e~ or le f t to the• 
envircnmE:f1t as outlined by Instruction Memorandum Nv-83-84. This wil 1 :.atisfy 
State cu1d Ccunty s-c..ni tary reqL1irements. 

Prior to disi::osal, d2\ta which includes tl-e date of death, appar-Ent r·easr_n for 
death, se►: , col or, age, and freeze mark nu1nber ( if assigned ) , vJi 11 be 
collected. 

Al 1 mr..:itorized equim-ent emplc,y1=K:! in the tr.=lf1si:::or--taticn of captured animals­
shall adhere to the provisicns of 43 CFR Part 4700 and be subject to the 
fol 10\l'Jing r2'"":-erv2 tions. and/or r-estrictic,ns: 

All rrctorized equip1B"lt employed in tt-e transportation of captured 2ni.m8.ls 
shall be in ccmplience with appropr·iate State clJ"ld Federcd l,;1.ws ,:1nd regulations 
applicable to the h ... llTh..~e transp::,rtation of <'=u1imals. 

Vehicles shal 1 be in goc:d repair·~ of 2,c!equate rated Cc.\paci ty ~ ,::1nd or:erated =O 
as to insure that captured enimals are tr2u1sp::irted wi tho_,t undue risk or 
injury. 

Cin 1 y :::,to:::ktr-ai lers shal 1 b--2 2.l la.,..,red for tr2ns-i::orting animc\l s fr-cm tr-aps to 
temp::irary holding fc\Cilities. Cnly Bobtail tn.•cks, stccktrailer-s, or· single 
deck b7..1cks shal 1 be used to haul animc1l s fr-orn tE.-mporary holding faci 1 i ties to 
final dE-stinatic::n. Sides or- stockracks of tr2.nsp::irting vehic lE-s shall be a 
rniniffum height of 6 feet 6 inches frc(f1 veh.ic: le f lCDr- and h:,ve no opE,1ini:;is fr·cm 
the floor to fot..1r feet a.bove th? floor v-Jidet- th::cn 2 c1nd 1/2 inches. Single 
deck tn..1cks- with tra.ilers Lj(i feet or- longer s-hall have b•JO p.:':l.rti tion gates to 
seperate 21nima.ls. Trail2rs less th::1.n 40 f,:;;_-,et shall have at least cne p.,:::i.rtition 
gate to ~--.eparate t.re a1,irr.::1ls. The u~--.e of dc:uble deck trailer-s is- LU7F.:\cceptabh~ 
21.nd shall not be a.llc!\l'Jed, unless ccnverted to a single deck. 
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All vehicles used to trc?nsi;::ort anim-3ls to final destinc?.tia1 shall be equipped 
with doors at th? rear end of the vehicle. At least one of these rear dcor-s 
shall be capable of sliding either- h::lrizcntc?.11 y or vertically. 

Floors of vehicles and loading ch..1te shall be coverE.'Cl c::~nd maintaint.:::'Cl i,Jith a. 
nc:n -skid surface such as s-<='nd, mineral soil or 1,-,o:::d shavings (no fecal mater-ial 
allowed)~ to prevent thEi animals from slipping. 

The number of animals to be laa.ded and transp::irted in any vehicle sh3ll be as 
dir-ected by the a:R c:lnd may include limitations en numbers accor-ding to 2.ge, 
size, se>:, temper21T!E:-nt 2nd c?nimal condi tic,n. 

The CCB shall ccns.ider the ccndi tion of the animals, l'Jeather· condi tic:ns, tyi::,ie 
of vehicles, distance to be transp::irted, or other factors wren pl2-nning for the 
movement of captur-ed ani.mals. The? D::fi: shall provide fa, ~ c1ny brand and/o r 
inspe.>c: tic<1 services rec1ui red for t h~? captL•.r-ed an im2. ls. 

If the COR deter-mines that dust c:onditiclns are such that the anirn ,:::1ls co_ild be 
end2ngered during transportatic:,n, tl'"ll-.? ccntra .ctor will be instructed to adjust 
sp:ed. The ma:-:irrum dis :tance over which animals may have to re tr-ansi;::ortE:d c.,n 
dirt r-0c>.d is appr-o:•:imately 35 miles p:r load. 

Ft.ELIC ~TICI\IS 

In gener-al,. al 1 p...,blici ty, fonnal p...rblic: cc:ntact, and inquiries will be 
handled thro...tgh the F~_iblic: Affair-s Officer-~ Las Vc-,gas District ELM Office. 

OXFIDI~TICN 

TJ-e Caliente Re=-_,our-ce Ar-ea wi 11 c:oor-dinate with the c:l.dopticn pr-epar-<::l.ticn 
fa.c.ility to as!:::-ur-e that there is space available in tl712 cor-r-als for th,'? 
c2.ptur-ed h::lr-s~ end that tt-ey can be handled h..ur1<::mely 2nd efficientl y . 

Are2. Manager-, EU1, Ca.I ien te R. A. Ca 1 it:-n te, l'N D2.te 

Distr-ict Mc,nager-, EtJ•I, Lc<.S Veg.::i.s District Off ice Date 

State Director, a.1'1, Neva .da State Office D2.te 
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INDEX TO MAPS 

1. State Map of Nevada 

2. Resource Area Map 

3 . C>...itside HMA boundaries 

a. Delamar HMA, Boulder Springs & I:elamar Grazing Allotments 

b. Highland Peak HMA, Pioche & Highland Peak Grazing Allotments 

c. Crossroad~ Grazing Allotment 

d. Barclay Grazing Allotment 

c. Simpson Grazing Allotment 

4. HMAs where AML is being e..xceeded. 

a. Miller Flat HMA 

b. Clover Creek and Clover Mountain 

4. HMAs where there are problem animals 

a. Caliente wild horse Problem are.9. (Little Mountain HMA) 
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L INTROIXJCTIOO/QYEBYIEW 

The p.lrpOSe of this Environmental Assessment (EA) is to assess the 
environmental consequences of the proposed action and alternatives in 
relation to the human envirorunP...nt. 

Horses either have established home ranges outside of ·existing Herd 
Management Areas (HMA) and/or have exceeded the Appropriate 
Management Level (AML) established. (Through Plblic involvement) for 
specific HMA 's. Thus they are competing with other ungulates for 
forage, water, space and cover, etc., or they are causing problems in 
local cotrmlni ties . 

The decision to remove animals from these areas are based on concerri.s 
of State Agencies, Coordinated Resource Management and Planning 
Conmittee Members, other p.lblic conments, and Bureau planning 
documents, and wild horse activities plans. 

Justification for removal is based on the Final MFP Step III 
Decisions a,pproved. by the State Director on November 12, 1981 and 
confirmed. by the Director, BLM, on February 26, 1982, and 43 C.F.R. 
4710.4 "which states that wild horse management shall be undertaken 
with the objective of limiting the animals distritution to herd 
areas. . • " , and is supported by Public Law 92-195. Also Herd 
Management Area Plans, through Plblic involvement, have established 
an Appropriate Management Level (AML) for wild horse numbers with in 
each HMA. This AML number should be managed for t.mtil 100nitoring 
indicates a need to change the poi:ulation Levels. 

IL. PROKSIID ACTION AND ALTERNATIVES 

This section of the environmental assessment identifies one alternative 
and the proposed. action considered in meeting the Caliente Resource A~..a 
objective of maintaining wild horse use at appropriate Jnfill,9gement levels 
(t.mtil monitoring indicates a need for change) and maintaining wild horse 
use in designated HMA's, and solving problems around P0Pllated areas. 

A.-- No Action Alternative 

Management would remain the same, wild horse poi:ulations would be 
allowed to increase t.mchecked. 
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B..._ Proposed Action/Mitigation 

The proposed action is to remove excess wild horses from the Caliente 
Resource Arf:....a. This may be accomplished by removing horses that 
exist outside of Herd Management Areas (HMA"s), and those horses from 
HMA · s where t..he Appropriate Management Level is being exceeded, and 
those horses that are causing darMge t..o the comzwnity of Calient.,e and 
Caselton. This removal will a:ffect the status (no longer wild and 
free) of approximately 100 wild horses. For current numbers and 
numbers to be removed see table 1 below. 

L. Gather Area 

a... Horses outside of HMA's boundaries 

Removal of excess horses from outside of designated Herd 
Management Areas will take place in the Delamar, Boulder 
Sprir.gs, Pioche, Highland Peak, Crossroads, Barclay, and 
Simpson Grazing Allo-t..ment..s located in the Calien-t.,e Resource 
Arf:....a (map attached). 

(HorseB in the Pioche and Highland Peak grazing Allot..ment.,s 
are also causing problems in and around the comrwnity of 
Caselt..on). 

b.... HMA' s where AML is being exceeded,: 

ExcP..,ss wild horses will be removed from the Miller Flat 
Area (map attached). Excess wild horses will be removed 
down to the initial Appropriate Management Level as 
identified in the Miller Flat Herd Management Arf;..,a Plan. 

Excess wild horses will also be removed fI'l'".>m the Clover 
Creek and Cottonwood HMA · s bririging the pol)Ulation of wild 
horses down to the initial Appropriat.,e Management Level 
identified through the Coordinat.,ed Resource Management and 
Planning process using the guidance established in the 
Caliente Resourr..e Land Use Plan for determining desirable 
ID.lmbers for HMA"s (map att..ached). 

Wit..hin the Cott..onwOt'Xl HMA lies the Clover Motmtain 
Wilderness Study Ar?..a (WSA) . Gathering operations may take 
place within the WSA. The impacts from the proposed action 
would be very minimal be<'...ause capture corrals would be 
tem[:>orary, less than two weeks. The removal area that is 
disturbed would be suoot...antially unnoticeable. There 
wouldn"t be a need for reclamation because all corral 
str,~ctures and vehicle aca=>..,ss would be in the bottom of 
major drainage ( sand and gravel areas) that are annually 
disturbed. 
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c..... HMA'a Hhere there are problem animals: 

Horses that are causing problems around the corrmmity of 
Caliente will also be removed during this removal process. 
This will affect the clover Creek and Little Mountain HMA's 
(map attached) . 

Gather Area 

Delamar/Boulder springs 

Table 1 

Allotments 0 

Pioche/ Highland Peak 
Allot,mp...nt 

Crossroa.ds,IBarclay 
Allotments 

Simpson Allotment 

Caliente Problem animals 

0 

0 

0 

Little Mtn HMA * 

Miller Flat HMA 

Clover Creek HMA 

Clover Mountain HMA 

50 

9 

55 

Cen<;iUS # 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

54 

71 

26 

84 

Removal Number 

20 

15 

10 

5 

10 

21 

17 

29 

Total Number of Animals that needs to be removed 127 

*AML to be established. through monitoring, la.st census conduct.,ed 
during July, 1983 resulted in 54 head of horses counted. 

Hence approximately 50 excess wild horses Need to be ?"P-moved from 
areas outside existing HMA -s. Also 10 head of horses need to be 
removed that are causing problems ara.md the comunity of Caliente. 
Approximat,ely 67 head of excess wild horses need to be removed from 
within HMAs to bring wild horses numbers down to the AML for that 
HMA. However., the number of horses to be removed under this removal 
plan is approximately 100 head of excess horses. 

The BLM will be responsible for the capture, care, temp:)rary 
holding of approximately 100 wild horses from the gather area, 
and their transportation to the adoption preparation facility 
through issuance of gathering Contract. 
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Prior to any gathering operation the lbreau will provide for a 
pre-capture analysis to determine the condition of the animals, 
prevailing temperatures, animal distritution in relation to 
potential trap location, condition of the soils, condition of 
the roads, drought conditions, etc. The infonnation from the 
pre-capture analysis will develop conclusions as to whether the 
level of activity is likely to cause undue stress to animals and 
whether such stress would be acceptable to animals if a 
veterinarian expertise were present, or whether a delay in 
capture activity is warranted. If it is determined that the 
capture can proceed with a veterinarian present, the services of 
a veterinarian will be obtained prior to proceeding with the 
capture. 

The fu.reau of Land Management will provide a COR/PI(s) as needed 
for the capture operation from sit..e selection, corral design, to 
capture and transportation of arii.1rals to Palomino Valley Center. 

The capture operation will utilize helicopter capture methoos. 

The Bureau of Land Management will also provide supervision of 
the project helicopter during the gathering operation. This 
will be accomplished by use of an additional helicopter on site 
to rronitor all aspects of the wild horse roi.md-up. In the event 
an additional helicopter cannot be obtained, other methoos will 
be used to observe the removal operations, including rut not 
limited to, using observers on horseback, observing the 
helicopter from vehicles and placing stationary observers in 
strai,-..gic locations. The observers will have direct 
conmmication with the project helicopter for contract 
supervision. Observers will be monitoring the rate of rrovement 
of horses, distance to be traveled, type of terrain, fences et..c. 

All equipnent used in the capture operation will be inBpected by 
CX>R and detennined adequate prior to issuing the Notice to 
Proceed to Contractor. 

Bidders To.tr will be scheduled and conducted by the BLM to 
IMke the contractors m::>re aware of type of terrain, 
condition of animals, condition of roads, trap locations in 
relation to animal distrib.ltion, where fences are located 
as well as other dangerous barriers. 

The contract will be terminated for convenience of the 
Government when Contract disp.ltes cannot be resolved. In the 
event the contractor does not perfonn properly the contractor 
will be defaulted. 
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Veterinary services are available in Caliente, Nevada. The 
Pureau of Land Management's authorized representative or his 
designee will sUIIIOOn a veterinarian if, in his judgement, 
veterinary services are required to alleviate suffering of one 
or IOOre horses, to ensure their well being, or to diagnose 
and/or treat disease, sickness or injury. 

The services of the state brand inspector will be obtained and 
all inspections will comply with the procedures set forth in 
Instruction Memorandum NV-85-416, which outlines the procedure 
for processing private horses captured during reIOOval 
operations. 

AB specifi~ in the DetaIM.r and Miller Flat HMAP horses of the 
dun color,~f possible _:') would not be l'f'-..moved during a ~yal . 4 
process. _ ru.Q. ~ ~ ~w-d2.()-f,;.IJ._~ 0 

This plan will rem9.in in effect until all animals identified in 
the re10C>val plan are relOC>Ved from this area and placed in 
adoption centers. (Anticipated to take place during August and 
September 1988} . 

a,.. REMOVAL MKTHODS 

All ~..ure attempts shall be accomplished through the use of a 
helicopter. Wing riders may be used if necessary. Roping will 
not be allowed except to capture orphan foals and wet mares, and 
this will be done only when neoc-..ssary, with prior approval by 
the COR. Under no circumstances shall animals be tied down for 
more than one hour. Mare and foal are to be capture together, 
if both cannot be captured then one or the other will be 
released to allow them to be reunited at no cost to the 
government. 

The helicopter shall be used in such a m.9IUler that b9nds or 
herds will remain together as n:uch as possible. 

The rate of movement and distance the animals travel shall not 
exceed limitations set by the COR who will consider terrain, 
physical barriers, weather, condition of the animals and other 
factors. 

It is estimated that 15 trap locations will be required to 
accomplish the work. General trap locations and holding 
facilities will be selected by the COR. specific trap sites 
(with in the general trap location area) will be selected by the 
contractor. All trap locations and holding facilities must be 
approved. by the CX>R prior to construction. The contractor may 
also be required to change or move trap locations as determined 
by the COR. All traps and holding facilities not l~...ated on 
Plblic land must have prior written approval of the landowner. 
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All traps, wings, and holding facilities shall be constructed, 
maintained and operated to handle the animals in a safe and 
humane manner. Traps and holding facilities shall be 
constructed of portable panels, the top of which shall not be 
less than 72 inches high, and the bottom rail of which shall not 
be IOOre than 12 inches from ground level. All traps and holding 
facilities shall be oval or round in design. All loading chute 
sides shall be fully covered with plywood or like material. The 
loading chute shall also be a minimum of 6 feet high. All 
runways shall be a minimum of 20 feet long and a minimum of 6 
feet high and shall be covered with plywood or like material a 
minimum of 1 foot to 5 feet ab..we ground level. Wings shall not 
be constructed out of barbed wire or other materials injurious 
to animals and must be approved by the COR. All crowding pens 
includil1g the gates leading to the runways shall be covered with 
a material which prevents the animals from seeing out (plywood, 
bur lap, etc. ) and shall be covered a minimum of 1 foot to 5 feet 
above ground level. 

No fence modification will be made without authorization from 
the COR. The contractor shall be re5P'")nsible for rest..oration of 
any fence modification which he has m.9de. 

When excessive duet conditions occur wit.,hin or adjacent to the 
trap or holding facility. the contract.or shall be required to 
wet down the ground with water at such l()("'..ation as directed. by 
the COR. 

It is the ?"P...sponsibility of the contract.or to provide security 
to prevent loss, injury or death of captured animals until 
delivery to final destination. 

The COR will determine general roundup areas and number of 
animals within general contr.act areas as animal cc.mcentrations 
and weather conditions dictate. All traps shall be located at 
the most advantageous sites for helicopter driving, The 
specific locations of traps need to be approved by the O)R prior 
to construction . 

.4..... HELIOOPI'ER, PILQr AND Cil1MQNICATIONS 

The contractor must operate in compliance with Federal Aviation 
Regulations, Part 91. Pilot,s provided by the contractor shall 
comPlY with the Contractors Federal Aviation Certificates. 
applicable regulations of the State of Nevada and shall follow 
what are recognized as safe flying practices. 

When refueling, the helicopter shall remain a distance of at 
least a 1. 000 feet or more from animals. vehicles ( other than 
fuel truck). and personnel not involved in refueling. 
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The COR shall have the means to communicate with the pilot and 
be able to direct the use of the gather helicopter at all times . 
The frequency(s) uaed for this contract will be assigned by the 
COR when the government fwnished "slip-in" VHF/FM portable 
radio is used. When a VHF/AM radio is used, the frequency will 
be 122.925 MHz. 

The contractor shall obtain the necessary FCC licenses for the 
radio system. 

The proper operation, service and maintenance of all contractor 
furnished helicopters is the responsibility of the contractor. 
The BLM reserves the right to remove from service pilots and 
helicopters which, in the opinion of the contracting officer or 
OOR violate contract roles, are unsafe or otherwise 
unsatisfact..ory. In this event. the contract.,or will be notified 
in writing to furnish replacement pilots or heliO'.)pters within 
48 hours of notification. All such replacement..s nust be 
approved in advance of operation by the contracting officer or 
his/her representatives. 

5-a. DISR;SITION AND HUMANE TREATMENT OF HORSES 

As soon as practical after entering the capture O'.)rral. each 
group of horses will be inspected and a wri tt..en log kept 
identifying condition of animals at ti.me of capture and specific 
location from which animals came from. Alternate pens, within 
the holding facility shall be furnished by the contractor to 
separate mares with small foals, sick and injured animals, and 
estray animals from the other horses. Where required by the 
OOR. animals shall be sorted as to age, number, size, 
temperament, sex, and condition when in the holding facility so 
as to minimize, to the extent possible. injury due to fighting 
and trampling. 

Of primary importance while handling wild horses is their 
welfare and humane treatment . The OOR shall be responsible for 
detennin:i.ng the need and providing for the treatment of sick or 
injured animals. The contractor shall restrain sick or injured 
ani.mals so that they may be provided treatmf>..nt by the COR. The 
OOR shall also detennine if an injured animal lll.'l6t be destroyed 
and provide for destruction of the animals. 

Animals shall be transported to final destination from temporary 
holding facilities within 24 hours after capture unless prior 
approval is granted by the OOR for unusual circumstances. 
Animals shall not be held in trap5 and/or temporary holding 
facilities on days when there is no work. being conducted except 
as specified by the COR. 
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Animals held for 10 hours or more in the traps and/or holding 
facilities shall be provided fresh clean water by the 
contractor, in an anx:,unt of a minilwm of 10 gallons per animal 
per day. Animals held for HI hours or more in the traps or 
holding facilities shall be provided good quality hay at the 
rate of not less than two pounds of hay per 100 pounds of 
estimated 1:xxiy weight per day. 

Branded animals, those suspected of being branded, or those are 
lmown to be private, will be separated out and handled as 
outlined in IM 85-416, which is in aci...""Ordance with applicable 
federal and state laws. 

~ DESTRUCI'ION OF ANIMALS 

Wild horses which are seriously injured, obviously sick or lame, 
or very old, whose condition is such that it is obvious they 
will not recover will be humanely destroyed at the site by the 
fureau of Land Management's Authorized Officer only, or by a 
veterinarian if authorized by the fureau's representative. 
BLM's Authorized Officers have been trained by a licensed 
veterinarian in the state for humane euthanasia of wild horses. 
No other individual will be allowed to destroy any captured 
horse tmless the representative has specifically stated (and 
made reference to in writing) that he will be away from. the job 
site for an extended period of time. Dl,ri.ng this time, the 
representative will appoint a qualified individual to take over 
his responsibilities. The Contractor shall dispose of carcasses 
as directed by the COR. 

L. DISPffiAL OF ANIMALS WHICH ARE DEfil'R()YKI) DQRIW 'WK ROOVAL 
OPERATION 

Carcasses will be disposed of by rurial, consumed by fire or 
left to the environment as outlined by Instruction Memorandum 
NV-83-84. This will satisfy State and County sanitary 
requirements. 

Prior to disposal. data which includes the date of deat..h, 
apparent reason for death, sex, color, age, and freic>..ze mark. 
number (if assigned). will be collect..ed. 

8..... TRANSEORI' OF CAPl'URIID ANIMALS 

All motorized equipoent employed in the transportation of 
captured animals shall adhere to the provisions of 43 CFR Part 
4700 and be subject to the following reservations and/or 
restrictions: 
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All motorized equipment employed in the transportation of 
captured animals shall be in compliance with appropriate State 
and Federal laws and regulations applicable to the humane 
transportation of animals. 

Vehicles shall be in good repair, of adequate rat..ed. capacity, 
and operated so as to insure that captured. animals are 
transported without undue risk or injury. 

Only stocktrailers shall be allowed for transporting animals 
from traps to temporary holding facilities. Only Bobtail 
trucks, st,o("..ktrailers, or single deck trucks shall be used to 
haul animals from temporary holding facilities to final 
destination. Sides or stock.racks of transporting vehicles shall 
be a miniIWm height of 6 feet 6 inches from vehicle floor and 
have no openings from the floor to four feet above the floor 
wider than 2 and 1/2 inches. Single deck trucks with trailers 
40 feet or longer shall have two partition gates to separate 
animals. Trailers less than 40 feet shall have at least one 
partition gate to separat..e the animals. The use of double deck 
trailers is unacceptable and shall not be allowed, unless 
converted to single deck. 

All vehicles used to transp:)rt animals to final destination 
shall be equipped with doors at the ~..ar end of the vehicle. At 
least one of these rear doors shall be capable of sliding either 
horizontally or vertically. 

Floors of vehicles and loading chute shall be covered and 
maintained with a non-skid surface such as sand, mineral soil or 
wood shavings (no fecal material allowed), to prevent the 
animals from slipping. 

The number of animals to be loaded and trans:r;,orted in any 
vehicle shall be as direct..ed. by the OOR and may include 
limitations on numbers according to age, size, sex; temperament 
and animal condition. 

The OOR shall consider the condition of the animals, weather 
conditions, type of vehicles, distance to be transported, or 
other factors when planning for the movement of captured 
animals. The (X)R shall provide for any brand and/or inspection 
services required for the captured animals. 

If the COR determines that dust conditions are such that the 
animals could be endangered during trans:portation, the 
contractor will be instructed to adjust speed. The max:ilwm 
distance over which animals may have to be transp:)rted on dirt 
road is approximately 35 miles per load. 

'---- ~~WV 
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The gather area varies from flat rut rocky to precipitous rushy and 
forested. Vegetation Varies from Creosotel::ush to pi.nyon-jllniper with 
major vegetation zones of blackbrush sagebrush and moi.m.tain brush 
species. 

No Cultural, historical sites and endangered or threa"tP...ned species have 
been identified in round.up area. Each capture sit..e location will have a 
Cultural and botanical (T&E) clearance complet..ed. prior t..o the temporary 
constru.ction of corral panels etc. 

The following enviro~...ntal assessment mandatory elements would not be 
affected by the proposed action and alternative as previously described: 

1. Air Quality 
2. Arf:-...as of Critical 

Environmental Concern 
3. Cultural, Historical, and 

Paleontological Resources 
4. Endangered or 

Threatened Species 
5. Farm Lands 

6. Flood Plain 
7. Wastes. Hazardous 

or Solid 
8. Water. Drinking/ 

Ground/Quality 
9. Wetlands 

10. Wild and Scenic Rivers 
11. Wilderness 

The Caliente Final Environmental Statement ( INT-FES 79-44) discusses in 
greater detail the affected environment as it rela"tP..s to wild horse 
management . 

.IY.... IMPAc;rS OE' THE PROR:6IID ACTION AND ALTKRNATIYE-5 

A. Livestock Grazing: Under the proposed action, in the short-term as 
well as the long-term, livestock would I'f""...alize a beneficial impact as 
a result of reduced ungulate competition arollnd waters and throughout 
the grazing allotments as a whole. In time this reduced competition 
would result in an increase in available forage. There may be 
short-term impacts as a result of the capture operation .where water 
nay not be as accessible to t..h.e livestock because of the capture 
crew's presence. 

The impacts from the no action alternative during the short-term 
would be the same as what occurs now. D.lri.ng the long-term as the 
wild horse pop.llation increases the areas would degrade, available 
forage would decrease, competition would increase. 

B. Wildlife: Impacts from the proposed action as well as the no action 
alt..ernati ve are the same as impacts to livestock. 



C. 

D. 

E. 

F. 

G. 
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Wild horses: The impacts from the proposed action would be that a 
portion and/or all wild horses would be removed from the gather 
areas. There would 'be unavoidable impacts in the form of injuries 
(less than Z'i of animals removed) as well as a change in lifestyle 
for the animals captured. Animals remaining would have to adjust to 
changes in their envi.rorurent, i.e. fewer numbers of wild horses in 
area, possibly new use area to adjust to, etc. 

The impacts from the no ~ion alternative would 'be the same for wild 
horses as for 11 vestock. ~ In addition, 'because horses depend upon the 
range year-round their physical condition would in time 'be affected, 
as a res~t of lack of..,.su:fficient water and _'}]deteriorating forage 

rescm-ce.) ~ -~ er-;~ 
Minerals: No impacts from proP')Sed action or alternative. 

Wilderness: The impacts from the prop:)Sed action would 'be vecy 
minimal because capture corrals would be temporary. The removal ari=-.,a 
that is disturbed would be substantially lJlliloticeable. There 
wouldn't be a need for reclamation because all corral structures and 
vehicle access would be in the oottom of major drainage (sand and 
gravel arf"..aB) that are annually disturbed. 

There would be no in,pact.s from the no action alternative ~~ 

Realty: No impacts from proposed action or alternative $~ 

Forestcy: Under the proposed action reduced ungulate ~tition 
would benefit seedling establishment during the short and long-term. 

In the long-term the i.Iqpacts under the no action alternative would 
tend to ri=-..sul t in a general degrading of forage condition which might 
benefit Forestcy as a result of reduced species coou:ietition for water 
and nutrients et.,c. 

H. Recreation: Under the proposed action the recreation experience 
might be considered lower for not being able to see as many wild 
horses within the area. There are no impacts under the no action 
alternative. 

I. Cultural Resow:'1"'...P..s: Under the proposed action previously 
undiscovered artifacts may be disturbed during the implementation 
process. There are no impacts under the no action alternative. 

J. Visual ResOUIY'...es: There are no impacts from the proposed action or 
no action alternative. 
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K. Soils: Under the prop::>Sed action soils would be disturbed at capture 
locations. In the long-term as available forage increase. soils 
should becoire IOOre stable. 

The impacts under the alternative would result in ~..ater erosion in 
the long-term. 

L. Threatened/Endangered Flora and Fauna: According to a literature 
searr..h. conducted in the Caliente Resource Area Office and review of 
Federal and St.,ate updates, there are no Federally list...ed or candidate 
threatened and/or endangered flora or fauna in the capture area. 

Y..... CX)NSULTATION AND <XQRDINATION 

The FY88 Caliente Resource Area Wild Horse Gathering and this EA are 
available for review by all int.,e!'l"....sted persons, groups, etc. for a period 
of 30 days. Conments will be reviewed for consideration into the 
Gathering Plan. These documents also are going t..hrough intensive internal 
review (Nevada State Office, Las Vegas District Office, and Caliente 
Resource Area Office) with comments being incorporated into the plans as 
a,ppropriate. 
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INDEX TO MAPS 

1. State Map of Nevada 

2. Resource Area Map 

3. CXltside HMA boundaries 

a. Delamar HMA, Boulder Springs & Delamar Grazing Allotments 

b. Highland Peak HMA, Pioche & Highland Peak Grazir.ig Allotments 

c. Crossroads Grazing Allotment 

d. Barclay Grazing Allotment 

c. S1.mpson Grazing Allotment 

4. HMAs where AML is being exceeded. 

a. Miller Flat HMA 

b. Clover Creek and Clover Mountain 

4. HMAs where there are problem animals 

a. Caliente wild horse Problem a,rp.,a (Little Mountain HMA) 
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