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I. INTR!JDIJCTION/0\/ERIJIDJ 

I I. 

e~ Pureose_and_Need 

is lo assess lhe The purpose of this Environmental Assessment (EA> 
environmental consequences of the proposed action 
in relation to the human environment. 

and alternatives ? 
"J)~~~ 

Horses have established home ran es outsid~ 
Management Areas (HMAl. nus lhey 

f existing Herd ~ , J'£; 
in will'i alhe ~ -!}/ 

s far forage, waler s ~ . 'c 
The decision to remo ve animals from thes e are as is based on 
concer ns of State Agencies, Coordinated Resource Management and 
Planning Committee Members, other pub lic comments, Bureau planning 
documents, and wild horse activities plans. 

~~ 

Justification for r~moval is ba se d on the Final MFP Step III 
Decision app rov ed by the State Director on November 12 , 1981 and 
ccinfirmed by the Director, BLM, on February 26, 1982, and 43 CFR 
4710.4 "which states t hat wild horse management shall be undertak en 
with the objective of limiting the animals distribution to herd 
are:1.s ..• ", and i::: supported b y Public Law 92-195, Wild Hor<:e and 
Bur ro Act, and was ~! f i r med ~y IBLA Jun2 7 , 1969 . 

PROPOSED_ACTION_AND_ALTERNATIVES 

This section of the environ mental assessment identified one alternative 
an d the proposed action considered in meeting the Caliente Resource 
objective of maintaining wild hor se use in desig nated HMA's. 

Management would remain the s~me . Wild hor se populations would be 
allowed to increase outside of designated HMAs. 
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Prooosed_Ac~ i an ! Mi~1galion 

/i/ 
I 

2 

"c_ 

The proposed action is to rem!U{~ approximately 40 wild horses from 
the Caliente Resource Area that exist outside or Herd Nanagemenl 
Areas (HMAs>. Subsequent removals of wild horses outside of HMAs 
will be accomplished to maintain these areas as horse free. For 
horse numbers based on observation and field reports see table 1 
below. 

Gather_Area 

Horses_outside_of_HMA_boundaries 

✓~j 

Gather _Are2, 

. - ✓ r;;?-, 
Re~oval of excess horses from outside of desigr,ated ~~ ~ 
Herd Management Areas would take place in the~ 
Boulder Springs, and Crossroads, allotments located in 
t he Cal i ente Resource Area (map attached). 

**#Present Remaval_Number 

------------------------- --- ---------------------------- ------- ---- ------ ·------
_DelamariBoulde" Springs 20 20 
Allot~ents ____________________________________________________________________ _ 

Crossroads 4 4 
Allotment _______________________ __________________ ______ __ ______ __ _______ ____ _ 

** Numbers based on observations and field reports; 
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REMOVAL_PROCESS v, 
The BLM would be responsible for the '-7 care, and 
temporary holding of appror.imately 4~rses from the 
gather area, and their transportation lo the adoption 
preparation facility through issuance of a gathering Contract. 

Prior to any gathering operation the Bureau would provide for 
a pre-capture analysis ta determine the condition of the 
ani~als, prevailing tempera ture s, animal distribution in 
relation lo potential trap location, condition or the s ails, 
conditions of t he roads, drought conditions, e tc . The 
information from the pre-capture analysis will develop 
conclusions as to whether the level o f activity is likel y to 
ca use undue stress ta animals and whether such stress would 
be acceptable to anim~ls if a vete~inarian expertise were 
present, or whether a dela y in capture activity is 
warranted. If it is determine d that the captu r e can proceed 
with a veter inarian pr9sent, t h2 services of a veterinaria n 
would be obtained prior to p~oceeding with t he caoture. 

ThE Bu.r~ -~u cf L:nd ~12.n2.-~e :n·::1t would prov id ~ a CDR/ P! (=) r.l::

needed for the capture operation from site selec ti on, co rral 
design, la capture and transportation o f animals lo the 
Palomino Valley Center. 

The capture ope r ation would utilize helicopter and/or water 
trapping capture methods. 

o f ths pr~ject hel:capter dur~n g t he gat heri ng cperatio n. 
This would be accomp li shed by use of an additio nal helicopter 
on site lo monitor all aspects of the wild horse round-up. 
In the event an additional helicopter cannot be obtained, 
other methods would be used lo observe the removal operation, 
including but not limited to, using observers on horsebac k , 
observing the helicopter from vehicles and placing stationary 
observers in strategic locations. The observers wculd have 
direct communication wit h the project helicopter far contract 
supervision. Observers would be monitoring the rate of 
movement of horses, distance la be traveled, type of terrain, 
fences 1 etc. 
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All equipment usad in the capture operation would be 
inspec t ed by COR and determined adequate prior to issuing the 
Notice to Proceed to Contractor. 

A Bidders Tour would be scheduled and conducted by the BLM lo 
make the contractors more aware of the terrain, condition of 
animals, condition of roads, trap locations in relation lo 
animal distribution, where fences are located as well as 
other dangerous barriers. 

Veterinary services are available in Caliente, Nevada. The 
Bureau oi Land Management's authorized representative or 
his/her designe2 would summon a veterinarian i f, in his/her 
judgement, veterinary servi:es are required to alleviate 
suffering of one or more horses, to ensure their well being, 
or lo dtagnose and / or tre3t disease, sickness or in jury . 

The services of the state brand inspector would be obtained 
and all inspections would comply with t~e procedures set 
forth in Instruction Memorandum NV-85-416, which outl i nes the 
procedu re far processing private horses captured during 
removal operations. 

This pla n wcu: d ~2ssin in e f fect until all ani~sls identif i sc 
in the removal pl;n are removed from the gatheri ng area and 
placed in adoption centers. 

~. REMOVAL_METHODS 

All capt ure atlemots shall be accomplished through the use of 
a heltcacter and / or waler lraping. Wing riders may be used 

nece~e~ ~! · ~:: ~~g wii ~ ~a t b2 al:a~ed except to c~p: Jr e 
orcha n f ca l s an~ wet sa r es and this will be done only wh20 
necessary, with prior approval by more t ha n one hour. Mare 
and foal would be captured together, if bath cannot be 
captured then one or the other would be released to allow 
them to be reunited at no cost to the government. 

The helicopter Hould be used in such a manner that bands or 
herds would remain together as much as possible and foals 
would not become separated from their mothers. 
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The rate oi move ~e nt and d1st~ nc2 th2 animals t r avel would 
not exceed limitations set by the COR who would consider 
terrain, physical barriers, weather, condition of the animals 
and other factors. 

It is estimated that 4 trap locations would be required lo 
accomplish the work, General trap locations and holding 
facilities would be selected by the COR, specific trap sites 
(with in the general trap location areal would be selected by 
the contractor . All trap locations and holding facilities 
must be ap proved by the CJR pri □ r to construction. The 
contr~ctor wo~ld be requir1d to change er move tr ap locations 
as determined bv t he COR. 
not located on public lana 
of the lando wne 0

• 

All lr2 ps and holding f~cilities 
would have paior written appro val 

All traps, wings and holdi ng faciii~ies would be co nsl~ucled, 
maintained 2nd op2rated t~ handle t he animals in a sa f e an d 
humane manner. Traps and holding fac i li ties would be 
co nstructed of pc~table pinel s 1 the top al whic h would not be 
less than 72 inc hes high, 2nd the bottom rail o f which wculd 
not be more than 12 inche s from ~ro und leve l . All traps and 
holding f acili ties would ts aval c~ ro und in design. All 

' ' p1ywa aa o r 
l ik e material. The loading chute would also be a minimum of 
6 fee t high. All runwa ys would be a minim um af 20 feet long 
and a minimum of 6 feet high and would be covered with 
ply wood or like material minimum if 1 foot to 5 fee t abo ve 
ground level. Wings would not be constructed out of barbed 
~ire or ot her materials in j urious to an imals . Al l crowding 

~ee1ng cut lµl ;~ scd, bur l a: . at:. I a t a mi~imum of 1 facl l~ 
5 feet abo ve g round level. 

No fence modification would be made without authorization 
from the COR. The contrac tor would be responsible for 
restoration of an y fe nc e fficdif icat ion which he / she ha; made. 

When excessive dust conditio ns occur with i n or adjacent lo 
the trap or holding facilit y , t he c ontractor would be 
required lo wet dawn the grou nd at such location as directed 
by t he COR. 
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The contractor would be responsible for providing securit y la 
prevent loss, i nj ury or death of captured animals until 
delivery ta a final destination (adaption centers). 

The COR would determine general roundup areas and number of 
animals within general contract areas ·as animal 
concentrations and weather conditions dictate. All traps 
would be located so as la provide for the most humane capture 
of the animals, with specific locations of traps approved by 
the COR prior lo construction. 

1~ HELICOPTER~_PILOT_AND_COMMUNICATIONS 

The contractor would operate in compliance with Federal 
Aviation Regul a ti ons, Part 91. Pilots provided by the 
contracto r would comply with the Contractor Fe de ral Aviation 
Certific ates , · applicable re gulati ons of t he Slate of Nevada 
and would follo w what are recognized as safe flying practice. 

When refueling, the helicopter would re main a distance of at 
leas+_ 1,000 f.ee+_ or more from animals, vehicles (other than 
fuel truc k), and personnel not inv ol ve d in refueling. 

The COR would have the means t □ communicate wit~ ths p il ot 
an d be able lo direct lhe use of the gather hel icopt er at all 
times. 

On site project i ns pe ctors who have clear lines of authority 
and responsibili ty as well as the ability to communicate (on 
site go vernment_ r adio s ) on a moment's notice with management, 
t~ e C □ R, an d the CJntra cti ng Offic e r, would be apocint ed ta 
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~~ DISPOSITION_AND_HLMANE_TREPTMENT_OF_HQRSE3 

6. 

As soon as practical after entering the capture corral, each 
group of horses would be inspected and a written log kept 
identifying the condition of animals al lhe lime of capture 
and specific location from which animals came from. 
Alternate pens, within the holding facility would be 
furnished by the contractor to separate mares with small 
foa .ls, sick, and injured animals, and estray animals from lhe 
other horses. Alternate pens would also be used as required 
by the temperament, s2 ~ and condition of horses when in the 
hold i ng facility so as to minimize, ta the extent possible, 
injury due to fighting and trampling. 

The CDR would be responsible for deterfuining the need and 
providing For the treatment of sick or injured ani~als. The 
c~ntractor would res tr ain si: k or inju r ed animals so that 
ihe y may be provided lreat~ent by the COR. The COR would 
also determine if an injured animal must be destroyed and 
pro v ide fo~ destruction of the animal. 

Ani mals wou ld be transported ta a f inal destination (adoption 
cen t e~ I fr □ n temoorar y holding facilities within 24 hours 
a f~ e ~ c ap t ur s a n less a ria ~ app ~ava ~ is gr ante d by the COR fe r 
unusual c i rcumst ances. Animals would not be held in traps 
and / or temporary holding facilities on days when there is no 
work being conducted e xcept as specified by the COR. 

Animals held for 10 hours or more in the traps and/or holding 
facilities would be provided fresh clean water by the 
con t ra c ~or, in an amou~t o f a mini mum or 10 gallons per 

t~ a □ s or ho l d ing f a: ~l ~~i ss ~ □ c!d be ? r □ ~1ded goo d qua ! il J 
hay at the rate o f not les; than two pounds of hay per 100 
pounds of estimated body weight per day. 

DESTRUCTION_OF_ANIMALS 

Wild horses which are seriously injured, obviously sick or 
lame, or very old, whose condition is such that it is obvious 
they will not recover would be humanely destroyed al the site 
by a Bureau of Land Management Authorized Officer only, or by 
a veterinarian if authorized by the Bureau's representative. 

\P~~~ - :- ~_: ~: _: _s_: --u_t.,.,,harized Officers are those trained by a licensed 

~ 
~~ 
~~ ~~~2 
rftoJN"ot~1P 
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z~ DISPOSAL_OF_ANiMALS_WHICH_ARE_OESTROYED_DURING_THE_REMOVAL_ 
OPERATION_ 

The Contractor would dispose of carcasses as directed by the 
COR. Carcasses would be disposed of by burial~ consumed by 
fire or left to the environment as outlined by Instruction 
Memorandum NV083-84. 

Prior to disposal, data which includes the date of death, 
apparent reason for death. se ;,, color, age, and freeze mark 
number lif assigned), wauld be collected. 

§~ TRANSP □ RT_OF_CAPTURED_ANIMALS 

All motorized equipment employed in the transportation of 
captured animals would adhere lo t he provisions of 43 CFR 
Part 4700 and be sub j ect ta the following res2rvalions and/or 
restrictions: 

All motorized equipment employed in the transportation of 
c~plurej animals shall be in complianc2 with apprcpriat2 
Stale and Federal laws and regulations applicab le to the 
humane transportation of ani•als. 

Vehicles shall be in good repair, of adequate rated capacity 
and operated so as lo insure that captured an imals are 
transported without undue risk or injury. 

Only stocktrailers would be used for transpo rting ani mals 
from traps to temporary holding facilities. Only Bobtail 
trucks, sl~c ~lr iilers , or si ngl e deck trucks would be used to 

deslinat~on (adcplion cente r) . Sides or sloc ~~a:ks of 
transporting vehicles would be a minimum height of 6 fEet 6 
inches from vehicle floor and have no openings from the floor 
to four feet above the floor wider than 2 and 1/2 inches. 
Single deck trucks with trailers 40 feet or longer would have 
two partition gates lo separate animals. Triilers less than 
40 feet would have al least one partition gate to separate 
the animals. The us~ cf double deck trailers would not be 
allowed, unless converted to single deck. 

DRAFT 
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All vehicles used to transport animal; to the final 
destination (adoption center) would be equipped with doors at 
the rear end of the vehicle. Al least one of these rear 
doors would be capable of sliding either horizontally or 
vertically. 

Floors of vehicles and loading chutes would be covered and 
maintained with a non-skid surface such as sand, mineral soil 
or wood shavings (no fecal material allowed), lo prevent the 
animals from slipping. 

The number of animals to be loaded and transported in an y 
vehicle would be as directed by the COR and include 
limitation on numbers according ta age, size, sex, 
temp er amen t and an i ma 1 cc n d. i t i on • The f o 11 ow i n g m in i mum 
linear feet per animal would be allowed per standard 8-foot 
sto ck trai ler or t ru c k . Adult horses shall be allowed 1.4 
l ine ar feet and fo a ls shall be allowed .7 linear feet. 

The COR would co nsid er the condition of the animals, weat her 
con d i l io ns ; type o f v e h i cl es ., dis tan ce to be transported , or 
other facto r s when p lanning for the movement of captured 
animals. The COR would provide for any br and and/or 
inspection services required far t he capt ur ed an imals. 

If the COR determines that dust conditions are such that the 
animals could be endangered during transportation, the 
contractor would be instructed lo adjust speed. The maximum 
distance over which animals may have to be transported on a 
dirt road is ap~ro ximate ly 35 miles per load. 

The gather a r ea varies from flat to precipitous terrain. Vegetation 
varies from Creosotebush to pinyon-juniper with major vegetation zones of 
blackbrush, sagebrush, mountain brush species, mojave desert shrub and 
joshua tree. 

DRAFT 
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The fol:awing enviran~ental assessment mandatory elements would not be 
affected by the proposed action and alternative as previously described: 

t. Air Quality 
2. Areas of Critical 

Environmental Concern 
3. Cultural, Historical and 

Paleontological Resources 
4. Endangered or 

Threatened Species 
5. Farm Lands 
6, Flood Plain 

7. Wastes, Hazardous 
or Solid 

8. Waler, Drinking/ 
Ground/Quality 

9. Wet.lands 
10. Wild and Scenic Rivers 
11. Wilderness 
12. Colorado River Salinity 

The Caliente Final Environmental Stateme nt (INT-FES 79-441 discusses in 
greiler detail the affected environment as it relates to wild hor se 
management. 

IV. AFFECTED_ENV!RONMENT 

B~ Livestock_Grazing: Under the proposed action, in the short-te rm as 
well as the long-term, livestock would realize a beneficial impact 
as a result of reduced ungulate co mpetition around waters and 
throughout the grazing allotments as a whole. In lime this redu ced 

C. 

may be short-term impacts as a result o f the capture operation 
where water may not be as accessible to the livest □ c ~ because cf 
the capture crew's presence. 

Under the no action alternative, horses would continue to consume 
forage within the grazing allotment outside the HMA. The horse use 
wou ld je □ perd ~ : e the full acti~e ors fer e7c2 by the ooaratar. Ir 

:n 1939 the c □ ~bined ai~e:ts ai jr □ ught ~~d horse us ~ 
resulte d in over utilizatio n of the north2~st portion o f the 
allotment during the period of non-use by cattle. In Key Area #2 1 

used almost exclusively by wild horses, purple threeawn (Arislida 
purpu ral showed 60% utilization and Morman tea IEphedri nevedensis l 
showed 48% utilization. Futher no rth , 70% utilization was observed 
for b ig galleta (Hi l aria rigidal and purple threeawn. Nar~al ly the 
permittes maintains waler year-round in t he allotment tc support 
deer and quail. This year he has shut off the water in the 
allotment during the period of non-use by cattle, in an attempt to 
conserve forage. During the long term as the wild horse population 
increases, forage conditions would dete r iorate and co mpetition far 
available for age would increase. 

Wildlife: Impacts from the proposed action as well as the no 
action alternative are the same as impacts to livestoc k . 

Wi ld _ho rs es: The i mpacts from the proposed actio n would be that a 
portion and/or all wild horses would be removed from areas outside 
cf designated HMAs. There would be unavsidable impacts in the farm 
of injuries (le ss then 2% c f animals removed ) as well as a change 
i n li ving habits f □ r the an ima ls ca?tured. 

The impacts from the no action alternative would be the same for 
wild horses as for livestock. In addition, because horses depend 
upon the range year - round their physical condition would in time be 
affected, as a result of conditions. 

:: .. ~ -
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Q~ Minerals: No impacts from proposed action or alternative. 

E.!. 

L. 

BgiliYl No impacts from proposed action or alternative. 

fQt§§itYl Under the proposed action reduced ungulate competition 
would benefit seedling establishment during the short and long-term. 

In the long-term the impacts under the no action alternative 
result in reduced grass, forbs and shrub specie~ competition 
Pinyan and Juniper for water and nutrients, i ncreasing the 
composition of tree species. 

would 
with 

h 
8s,;::.g2 ,tiQ.Ql There are no impacts under the no action alternative. ~, ~~ 

Visdal _Res cu.rces: There are no impacts from the ptoposed act.10~~ - ~ ~ j 
no action alternative. ~ 

§gi!§l Under the proposed action sails would be d isturbed and 
compa~ted within the immediate capture locations. Soil would 
stabilize as the capture site reveg2tates over one to five years. 

The impacts under the no action alternative wa~ld result in a~ 
incrase of soil erasion as the wild horse population increases. 

:-~ ~,. 
(\)# ·~~ 

~"' 

J~ Vegetation: Under the proposed action t here would be a reduction 
in utilization yeario ng, especially on preferred forage species 
such as perennial grasses. Reduced utilization would result in 
increased plant vigor and reproduction of prefered forage species. 

K. 

L. 

Under the no action alternative, yearlong utilization o f prefered 
fcr~;e soecies would i1c~ease , pl ant vigor anj : □ Flp □ sition would 

T&E_SQecies: Each capture site would have a t hreatened an d 
endangered species survey conducted before any 
field \1ork. 

Cultural_Resaurces: Each capture site would have a cultural 
reso urces su rvey conducted before an y field 
work. 

DRAFT 
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V. S7 ANDARD_MiTIGATION_MEASURES_AND_S7IPUL~TION3 

Each ca~ture site would have a Cultural Resource Survey and a Threatened 
and Endangered Species Survey conducted prior lo field work. 

~!~ CONSULTATION_AND_COORDINATION 

The FY89 Caliente Resaurce Area Wild Horse Gathering Plan and this EA 
will be available for review by all interested and a ffected parties. for 
a period er 30 days. Comments will be reviewed f ar cansideration into 
the Gathertng Plan. These document~ also will gc through intensive 
interna l BL~ ·e v i2h !Ne vadi St;t2 Qffice, Las Ve~as Disl~ict Office, a1d 
Calie~~~ Res~urcs Are~ Of fi ce 1 wit ~ c~mmenta being incorporated inta the 
plans as app r opriate, BLM Sµ2cialis~s to be involve1 in the draft ra v iew 
2.re as follows: 

EddiE .. t:t~::rr· ero 

Larry L~c=y 

Cory Bodma.:1 
Lar-:"/ Jw'.-1,1~+_-:n 

T e r-r y D ---i '✓ e r 
Milt.on rrei 

i~ilJ:i r e Bio!ogis t/ E~vironmental Caordi nalar 1 

Caliente ~esou rce Area 
Surface Prctection Sp2cialist 1 Calients Resource 
Area 
Soil Scientist, C2lienle Resource Area 
Forestr y , Calient e Reso~rc2 ~rea 
Suoe~ vi eJ r~ Range C~nssrvat iari st , C~lient~ 

Range Conservationis~ l~H & 3 2pecia l ist l, LVDQ 
Wild Horse and Burro Specia li s t , Nevada State 
Of fie ~ 

DRAFT 
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v :rI . RE C □ ~ M E ~ CAT : aN 

The implemenlalion of lhe Calienle Resou r ce Area Gathering Plan is 
recommended fer approval wilh mitigation and concurrence by the abo~e 
specialists. 

INDE X_ TO_MAPS 

1. Sta t e Map o f Neva da 

2. Reso ur ce Area Map 

a. Ec~lder Spr i ng s t De la~ ar Gra z ~ng All otment Gatn e ri ng Ar~a 
.;;.ni De L;iu ;; H'·1A. 

j , Crasa roads Gra z in g Al l ot ~ent Gather i ng Ar ea 
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DECISION_RECORD/RATIONAL_AND_FONSI 

( 

Office: Caliente Resource Area 
Project: CRA Wild Horse Gathering Plan 
EA#: NV-055-08-14 
CNV-05580. 7l 

The proposed action is to remove wild horses from horse free areas within the 
Caliente Resource Area. The wild horses exist outside the boundaries of 
established Herd Management Areas CHMAsJ. The proposed action would remove 
approximatel y 40 wild horses from the public land. 

GATHER_ARE:A 

Removal of e xcess horses from outside of designated Herd Management Areas 
will take place in the Dela mar, Boulder Springs, and Crossroads Grazing 
Allotments localed in the Calie nt e Resource Area. 

The Environmental Assessment addressed the no action alternative and the 
proposed action. 

7h e ~ropcssd ac tion, as desc~ited in t he envi ronm ental assessment has been 
r ound to ~a ve no sign ifi cant en v ironme ntal impacts an the human environ Ae nt 
h- 1-: : □ ~ :~: : 2j wi\~ ~~e ~iliga~ion pro vi ded . Im □ ie~2nlaticn Qi t he proposed 
action would remo ve horses that rang2 outside HMA boundaries. 

DRAFT 
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The pr oposed ac~1on has been found t~ be in compliance wilh t he Caliente 
Resource Area Land Use Plan Specifically decisions:: wild horses 1. 1 and wild 
horses 1. 2. 

All actions are in ~ompliance with P.L. 92-195 and the Bureau of Land 
Management Planning Process. No Environmental Impact Statement is required. 
The State Clearing House was contacted through the review and input process. 

The no action alternative has not been selected for use. The areas described 
for wild horse removal within the proposed ac t ion have been designated as wild 
horse free. The no action alternative would result in the continued 
population growth of wild horses outside of de;ignated HMA boundaries. The 
maintenance of wild horses outside of designated HMAs would be contrary to 
established resource planning and sound rangeland m~nagement practuces. 

I hereby select and approve the proposed actio n as st at ed in the environmental 
assessment CNV-055-08-14) with the identifi~d mitigation and stipulations. 

Eddie Guerr e ro Dat.e 

Curlis G. Tuck er Date 

DRi\fl 
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INDEX_TO_t!APS 

Stale Map of Nevada 

Resource Area Map 

10 

1. 

2. 

3. Outside HMA boundaries (horse free livestock grazing allotments) 

a. Delamar HMA, Boulder Springs~ Delamar Grazing Allotments 

b. Crossroads Grazing Allotments 
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United States Department of the Interior 

4700 
(NV-055.14) 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 

CALIENTE RESOURCE AREA 
P.O. Box 237 

Cellente, Nevada 89008 

A /11 /89 
IN REPLY REFER TO: 

(702) 726-3141 OCT 1 t 1989 

Terri Jay 
Commission for the 
Preservation of Wild Horses 
Stewart Facility 
Capitol Complex 
Carson City, NV 89710 

Dear Ms. Jay: 

Thank you for your comments on the Caliente gathering plan EA. Your comments 
will be addressed in the final draft of the EA. 

The horses in question have been seen by the wild horse and burro specialist, 
the range conservationist, and the permittee. The descriptions match. BLM 
has been planning to gather the horses since 1988. 

Competition occurs between all ungulants. Competition between horses and 
other ungulants within herd management areas is mitigated through the planning 
process. Outside herd management areas the competition between horses and 
other ungulants places a greater burden on the vegetative resource. The 
bottom line is maintenance of the vegetative resource. 

It has been my 
living things. 
horses want to 
distance exist 
established as 

observation that horses are creatures of habit like many other 
Unless there is a physical barrier or great enough distance 

return "home". In this case, neither the physical barriers or 
to prevent the horses from returning to areas they have 
home range. 

I hope the above information is helpful. 

Sincerely, 

Curtis G. Tucker 
Area Manager 


