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IN REPLY REFER TO:

United States Department of the Interior

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

CALIENTE RESOURCE AREA
P.O. Box 237
Caliente, Nevada 89008

4700
(NV-055.14)

(702) 726-3141 SEP 04 19289

Dear Reviewer,
Enclosed is the Caliente gathering plan-environmental assessment for your

comment and review, Please submit any comments you may have to me at the
above address by October 1, 1989.

Sincerely,

: = B ). W
Ca«.Zld;, /27 Z-’A‘L/:JL

Curtis G. Tucker
Area Manager
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Bureau of Land Management
Caliente Resource Arsa
Caliente, Hevada




g

-y

INTRODUCTION/OYERYIEY

The purpose of this Environmental Assessment (EA) is to assess the
environmental consequences aof the praposed action and alternatives

in relation to the human enviranment.
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animals from these aresas is based an

tate Agencies, Coordinated FKesourcs Management and W

other public comments, Bureau planning

rs2 activities plans.

The decision to reagvs
cancerns of
lanning Committee Members,

documentzs, and wild hg
Justification for reacval ic haszed on the Final MFF Step III
Decisian approvad by the State Dirsctor on November 12, 1981 and
confirmed by the Director, BLNM, on February 24, 1982, and 43 CFR
4713.4 "which statas that wiid horsze management shall te undertazken
with the objective aof limiting the animals distri but1ow tﬂ herd

", and i= supp¢ Public Law 22-195, Wi Horse anc

A5 % w
BL4 June 7, 1989.

This section aof the environmental assessment identified one alternativ
and the proposed action considered in mesting the Caliente Rescurcsz Arz2a
chjective of maintaining wild horse use in designated HMA's.
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The proposed action is to pemove approximately 40 wild horses fron
the Caliente Resource Area that exist outside of Herd Management
Areas (HMAs). Subsequent removals of wild horses outside of HMAs
will be accomplished to maintain these areas as harse free. Far
harse numbers based on observation and field reports see table 1

below.
1. Gather Area \J}99
a. Horses outside_of HMA boundaries :
Reaoval of excess horses from outside of desigrated Q?qp
Herd Management Ar2as would take place in the Dalamar,
Boulder Springs, and Crossroads, allotments located in
thz Caliente Resource Area {map attached).
Tabie_1
Gather _Area #% # Present Reagval Numbzr
glam culder Springs G 20
BLABERBILE . sl oo s o o s s S W e o sl
Crossroads B 4

filotment

#% Numbers based an observatiaone and field reports.
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REMOYAL_PROCESS M g’/

The BLM would be responsible for the care, and
temparary holding of approximately 40 wild harses fram the
gather area, and their transportation to the adoptian
preparation facility through iszuance of a gathering Contract.

Frior to any gathering operation the Bureau would provide for
a pra-capture analysis tg determine the caonditien of the
animals, prevailing temperaturss, animal distribution in
relatiaon tao potsntial trag locaticn, conditiecn of the soils,

conditions of the roads, drought ceonditions, etc. The
infarmation from the pre-capture analysis will develap
anclusiaons as to whether the level of activity is likely to
causs undue strecss to animals and whether such stress would
be accent i terinarian expertise ware
gresent, capture activity is
warrante hat the capture can proceed
witi a v sarvices gf a velsprinarian
wauld be geding with tne capture.

The capture operation would utilize helicopter and/or water
trapping capture methods. i

ILH.-

be accaaplish 0 n ¥
an site tc manitor all a t wild h
In the event an addition opter cannot be obtainad,
other methods would be us bsarve the removal cperatian,
includ1ng but not liaite ng Db=P”VEFC an har eb £E;

cbserving the helicapter fr
beervers in stratzgic a , Thp abservers wculd have
di sct communicaticn with ithe project helicopter for contrac
sion. 0Observers wou e manitoring the rate ef
of harses, distance to be travelad, type of terrain,
t

{pad
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All equipment uszad in the capture aperation would be
inspected by COR and determined adequate prior to issuing the
Notice to Praoceed to Contractaor.

A Bidders Tour would be scheduled and conducted by the BLM to
make the contractors more aware of the terrain, conditiaon of
animals, condition af roads, trap locations in relatien to
animal distribution, where fences are located as well as
other dangeraus barriers.

Veterinary services are available in Caliente, Nevada. The
Bureau of Land Management's autharizad representative aor
his/her designes would summon & veterinarian if, in his/her
judgeamesnt, vetaripary servizes are required to alleviate
suffering of one or mcre harses, to ensure their well being,
or to diagnaose and/or treat disease, sickness or injury.

The services of the state brand inspector would be obtained

and all inspecticns would comply with the procedures set

farth 1n Instruction Memorandum NY-83-414, which outlines the
2gsing arivate horses capgtured during

procedures far groc
remcval operati

REMOVAL METHODS

na =
necessary, Wwith prior apgproval by more than one heour.
and foal would be captured together, if bath cannaot be
captured then one or the ather would be relsased to allou
them to be reunited at no cost to the governaent.

e ————————

The helicopter would be uszd in such a manner that bands or
herds would remain togzsther az much as possible and foals
would not become ssparated from their mothers.
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The rats2 af mavenent and diztzpcz ths animals travel would
not exceed limitations set by the COR who would consider
terrain, physical barriers, weather, condition of the animals
and other facters.

It is estimated that 4 trap locaticns would be required to
accomplish the work. General trap laocatians and holding
facilities would be selected by the COR, specific trap sites
(with in the general trap location area) would be selected by
the contractar. All trap locations and holding facilities

must be approved by the COR pricr to construction. The
contractaor would 82 reg : cr move trap lecatians
az deterained by the COR. All trzgs and halding facilities
not locatsd on public lanc would Havp priar writtzn appreval
af the landowner,

P i<ies would be constructead,

ta the animals in a safzs and

2 facilities would be

£ 2 top of which would aot b2

b tottom rail of which would

] All traos and

n

n

m
& fest a =
and a minimuam fzet h
plywoed or like material minimum if 1 faot to aho
quLnd level Wings would not be censtructed barbed

ater ! i rimals. rowding
i PUNHEY d 5z

[l |

No fence modificatic
from the COR. Ths2 ¢
restaration of any f

Whan excess dust aar
the trap or holding faci i ctar w e
reguired to wel down the r:v nd at such location as directed

by the COR.
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The centractar wauld be respansible for providing sa2curity to
prevent loss, injury or death of captured animals until
delivery to a final destination (adoptian centers).

The COR would determine general roundup areas and number af
animals within general contract areas as animal
concentrations and weather conditions dictate. All traps
wauld be locatad so as to provide far the most humane capture
of the animals, with specific locations of traps approved by
the COR prior to censtructian.

HELICOFTER, PILOT_AND_COMMUNICATIONS

The contractor would operate in campliance with Federal
Aviaticn Regulatians, Part 91. Pilots providad by the
cantractor would comply with the Contractor Federal Aviation
Certificates, applicable regulations of the State of Nevada
and would follow what are recognized as safe flying practicsa.

When refueling, the halicopter would remain a distance of at
least 1,000 fest er more from animals, vehicles (other than
fuel truck), and personnel not invelved in refusling.

On site project inspectors who have clear lines of authority
and responsibility as well as the ability to communicate (on
site govarnment radios) on a moment's notice with management,
14 CGR { Cant ti Qfficer, would be apoointad to
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As soan as practical after entering the capture carral, each
group of horses would be inspected and a written log kept
identifying the condition of animals at the time of capture
and specific location fraom which animals came from.
Alternate pens, within the holding facility would be
furnished by the contractor to separate mares with small
foals, sick, and injured animals, and estray animals from the
other horses. Alternate pens would also be usad as required
by the temperament, sz and condition of harces when in the
holding facility so es te minimizs, to the extent possible,
injury dus ta fighting and trampling.

The COR would be respsnsibis far dE*EHm1n;ng the nesed and
praovidiag for the tr=zatsent of sick or iajured aniamals. The
contracior would resirzin sick or injured animals so that
they may be provided treatment 5y the COR. The COR would
alsg detzraine i{ an injured animal must bes destroyed and
provide faor destruction of thz znimal.

Animal:
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holding

Aculic e aprovided goad
than two pounds of hay
ight per day.
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Wild horses which are sericusly injuced, obviously sick or
lame, or very old, whosz conditien is such that it is cbvicus
they will not recover would be humanely destroysd at the site
by a Burzau of Land Management Authorized Officer only, or by
a veterinarian if aL{hc"led by the Bureau's repressntative
BLM's Authorized OfF rs arz thaose trained by a licensed
veterinari i te f nasia of wild

ACKD&NUA horses.
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DISPOSAL _OF ANIMALS WHICH ARE_DESTROYED DURING_THE _REMOVAL_
QFERATION

The Contractor would dispase of carcasses as directed by the
COR. Carcasses would be disposed af by burial, consumed by
fire or left to the environment as outlined by Instruction
Memaorandum NV0B3-84. ;

Priar to disposal, data which includes the date of death,
agparent reasan for death. sex, color, age, and fresze amark
number {(if assigned), would be collected.

TRANSPORT_OF _CAPTURED_ANIMALS

All motorized equipment employed in the transpartaticn of
captured anismale would adhere to the provisions of 43 CFR
Part 4700 and be subject to the following res2rvations and/or

restrictions:

A1l motorized equipment employed in the transpartation of
captured animals shall be in compliance with apgropriaiz
State and Federal laws and regulations applicable to ihe
humana transpertation of aniaals.

Vehicles shall be in goed repair, of adeguate rated capacity
and operated so as to insure that captured animals are

transported without undue risk or injury.

Only stocktrailers would be usad for transposting anie
from tr:gs to temporary hold:rg facilities. {Only Bobt
: i would b=

P s
P
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or sto
= (A E A

WIS A 3 =
transparting vehic would be & minimunm h=1gnt of & f=
inches from vehl e floor and have no openings from the flcor
to four feet above the floor wider than 2 and 1/2 inches.
Single deck trucks with trailers 40 feet aor lengae would hav
two partition gates to separate animals. railers less than
43 feet would have at least one partition gats to separate
the anzmals. The usg aof double deck trailers would not be
allowed, unless converted to single deck.

DRAFT
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All vehicles usad to transpart animals to the final
destination (adoptiaon center) would be equipped with doars at
the rear end af the vehicle. At least ane of these rear

: _ doors wauld be capable of sliding either horizontally or
vertically.

Floars of vehicles and loading chutes would be covered and
maintained with a non-skid surface such as sand, mineral sail
or wood shavings (no fecal material allowed), to prevent the
animals from slipping.

The number of animals to be lcaded and transported in any
vehicle would bz as directed by ths COR and includa
limitation on numbers according to age, size, ssau,
temperament and animal cendition. The following minimunm
linear feet per animal would be allowed per standard 8-foot
stock trailer or truck. Adult horses shall be allowed (.4
linear fazet and foals shall bhe allowed .7 linear feet.

The COR would consider the condition of the animals, weather
conditions, types of vehicleses, distance to be transported, or
ather factors when planning for the movement af captured
animals. The COR would provide far

f
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gsction ssrvices reguirszd
If the COR determines that dusi conditions are such that the
animals could be endangered during transportation, the
contractor would be instructed to adjust speed. The maximua
distance over which animals may have to be transported an a
dirt road is aporowimately 35 miles per load.

The gather area varies from flai to precipitous terrain. Vegstation
varies from Creosotebush te pinyon-juniper with major vegetation zanes of

lackbrush, sagebrush, mountain brush species, mojave desert shrub and
joshua tree,

DRAFT
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.owing 2nvironamental aszessment mandatary 2l2ments would nat be
ted by the proposed action and alternative as previousziy described:

{. Air Quality 7. Wastes, Hazardaus

2. Areas of Critical ar Solid
Environmental Cancern 8. Water, Drinking/

3. Cultural, Historical and Ground/Quality
Paleontological Resources 9. Wetlands

4. Endangered ar 10. #Wild and Scenic Rivers
Threatened Species t1. HWilderness

i. Farm Lands 12. Calorado River Salinity

| 4
-
6. Fleod Flain

liente Final Envirenmental Statement (IHT-FES 79-44) discusses in
r detail the affzacisd esnvircnment as it r=2lates tag wild harse
ment.
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Und rnative, horses would coniinue to cansume
f g al.atneq* out:1d= *ﬁe HHA The horse uss2
Y 1 iy gzrat in

z . congis £ f - L znd B B
res in wtion of ti t pertian af the

al during the period of non-use by cattle. In Key Ares #2,
use gst exclusively by wild horses, purple threeaun (Ari=tida
nur showed 60% utilization and Morman tea (EEHEDuc nevedensis)
sho 43% utilization. Futher north, 79% utilization was absarved
for bi slleta (Hilaria rigida) and purple threeawn. Narmally the
pzemittes maintains water year-round in the allctment teo support
deer and quail. This year he2 has shut ofi the water in the
allotment during ths period of non-use by cattle, in an atteapt to
canserve forage. During the laong term as the wild horse population
incresases, forage conditions would detericrate and coampetitian far
availahls forage would increase,

Wild _horz2s: The impacts from the proposed action would be that a
portion and/or all wild horses would be removed from arsas putside
cf designatsd HMAs. There2 would bz unavoidable impacis in the form
of injuries {(less then 2% of animals removed) as well az a change
in living habits far thez animals cagiured.

from the no action alterpetive would be the same far
wild harses as for livestaock. In addition, becauss horses depend
upon the range year-raund their physical condition would in time be
affected, as a result of conditians.
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Minerals: No impacts from proposed actian ar alternative,

Realty: No impacts from proposed action or alternative.

Forestry: Under the proposed action reduced ungulate competition
would benefit seedling establishment during the short and long-term.

In the long-term the impacts under the no actiaon alternative would

result in reduced grass, forbs and shrub species competition with

Pinyan and Juniper for water and nutrients, increasing the

campasition of tree species. .

Thers are no impacts under the na acticn altarnative. JO;&

Visual Resources: There are ne impacts from the proposed actian or !
no actien altecnative,

Soils: Under the propesed action soils wculd be di

sturbad and 9N9¢$§ e
actad within the immediate capture locations. Soil would Q QXF\
lize as the capilure site revegatztes aver gne ta fi

ive wauld result in
2 peonuliatiaon increas

getaticn: Under the proposed action ithere would be a reductian
utilizstion yearlong, especially con preferred forage species
such as perennial grasses. Reduced utilization would result in
increased plant vigor and reﬁroducticn of prefered forage species.

{ prefered
ion would

1cng utll zatian

e}
L

T%E Species: Eacn capture sites would have a threatened and
endangered species survey conducted before any
fisld work.

re site would have a cultural
resources survey conducted befare any field
WOT K«

Cultural Fesources: Each captu
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Each capture site would have a Cultural Resource Survey and a Threatened
and Endangered Species Survey conducted prior to field work.

CONSULTATION AMD_COORDINATION

The FY89 Calient2 Resaurce Areaz Wild Horse Gathering Plan and this EA
will be availabla faor review by all interestsd and affacted partizs. far
3 pericd of 39 days. Commants will be reviawed f{or consideration into
the Gathering Plzn. Thes 2nt i i 2nsive
intzrnal ELM resviaw {lsvz ‘
Cazlieniz Resaurcz Arssz Of
plans as approgriaie.  BL
are as follaws:
o "Br g gil Coaordinatar,
Cal
Laprry Lacszy Jup on iente Reszource
- Arsa
Sail ist, Ca ires
Far aliznts
Sun Rznge Calizants
ie2n Fan ionist {%H % F isil,
21 Wil Burrgs Specialisgi, Hsvadz Etats
i+ '




The implementation aof the Calisnte Rescurce Area Gathering Plan is
recammended for approval with mitigaticn and caoncurrence by the abave

specialists.
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Qffices Calientz Resource Area
Froject: CRA Wild Horse Gathering Plan
EA#: NV-055-08-14

(NV-05580.7)

DECISION RECORD/RATIONAL AND_FONSI

The proposed action is to remove wild harses from horse free areas within the
Calientz Resaource Area. The wild herses exist outside the boundaries of
established Herd Management Areas (HMAs). The praposed acticn would remave
approximataliy 40 wild haorses from the public land

Femoval of excess harses from cutside of decignsted Herd Managemznt Areas
will tzke place in the Delamar, Boulder Sarings, and Crossrcads Grazing
Aliciments locatzd in the Calienie Resource Area.

The Environmental Assessment addrescsed the no action alternative and the
proposed actiicn.

= aropas=d acticn, as descoikb in LHe envx* n@ental assessment has bezen
fogund tgo Rave no sizgpificant 24y t=z an the human envirgnasnt

24 Zansozied witn the mitigati azntaticn af the grap
actign would reqave horsscs that aundaries

"ﬂoﬂmg D beonp sticd 2ot o Mo cainy horaso
"fo"é/\a wwa(a.ﬁf—é/\o, hokd  akead L—P'é/u’)
s ry M&WW@

Ehilanrg Ehe Ehraroiy ctunsl peclesied
DRAFT




The proposed action has been found ta be in campliance with the Calients
Resource Area Land Use Plan Specifically decisions:: wild horses 1.1 and wild
harses 1.2.

A1l actions are in compliance with P.L. 92-195 and the Bureau of Land
Management Planning Process. No Enviranmental Impact Statement is required.
The State Clearing House was contacted through the review and input process.

The nao actiaon alternative has not been selected for use. The areas described
for wild herse removal within the proposed action have been designated as wild
horse frea. The no actien alternative would result in the continued
populaticn growih of wild harszz cutside of designatsd HMA boundaries. Tae
maintanance aof wild harses cutside of designatzd HMAs would be cantrary to
established rescurce planning and sound rangzland management practuces.

in the envirgam=antal
stipulations.

I hereby s=2lact
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State Map of Nevada
Resource Area Map
Qutside HMA boundaries (harse free livestock grazing allotments)

a. Delamar HMA, Boulder Springs & Delamar 6Brazing Allotments

b. Crossroads Grazing Allotments

e et
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BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT
NEVADA STATE OFFICE

DISTRICT BOUNDARIES
JUNE 1984
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United States Department of the Interior

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT ,D‘ZP"(:T

CALIENTE RESOURCE AREA
P.O. Box 237
Caliente , Nevada 89008

4700
(NV-055.14)

(702) 726-3141 OCT 11 1989

Terri Jay

Commission for the
Preservation of Wild Horses
Stewart Facility

Capitol Complex

Carson City, NV 89710

Dear Ms. Jay:

Thank you for your comments on the Caliente gathering plan EA. Your comments
will be addressed in the final draft of the EA.

The horses in question have been seen by the wild horse and burro specialist,
the range conservationist, and the permittee., The descriptions match. BLM
has been planning to gather the horses since 1988.

Competition occurs between all ungulants. Competition between horses and
other ungulants within herd management areas is mitigated through the planning
process. Outside herd management areas the competition between horses and
other ungulants places a greater burden on the vegetative resource. The
bottom line is maintenance of the vegetative resource.

It has been my observation that horses are creatures of habit like many other
living things. Unless there is a physical barrier or great enough distance
horses want to return “home". In this case, neither the physical barriers or
distance exist to prevent the horses from returning to areas they have
established as home range.

I hope the above information is helpful.
Sincerely,

Coctiy Zots

Curtis G. Tucker
Area Manager




