
August 4, 2008

To:  Mike Holbert, Deputy State Director
From:  Susie Stokke, Nevada WH&B Program Lead

Re:  Tour of Ely FO HMAs, July 29-31, 2008
I conducted field site visits to several HMAs managed by the Ely FO during July 29-31, 2008.  Benjamin Noyes, Ely FO WH&B Specialist, accompanied me during the site visits.   
Buck and Bald and Butte HMAs

A substantial portion of the two HMAs was inspected on July 29th (the two HMAs are more than one million acres in size).  Upper elevation range sites exhibit good species diversity and adequate forage and water.  However, the extensive lower elevation valley bottoms where the majority of wild horses within the HMA are expected to winter are severely impacted by drought.  Very few grasses are present in these areas, and animals can be expected to have to rely primarily on brush for forage during the coming winter.  This could have a substantial impact to animal health by mid-late winter, depending on the severity of winter conditions.
August 2008 Census Results vs. AML

	HMA
	AML
	Direct Count – 8/08

	Buck and Bald
	254-423
	432

	Butte
	57-95
	123

	Maverick-Medicine
	166-276
	675

	Total
	477-794
	1230


While the current population on Buck and Bald and Butte HMAs is at/near the upper range of the AML, the August 2008 census (direct count) of animals within the Maverick-Medicine HMA is 675 as compared to the AML or 276 animals.  Many of the animals currently on the Elko FO side of the complex are expected to winter on the Ely side.  In total, the low range of the AML for the complex is 477 animals with the actual population estimated at 1230 (2.6 times low AML).  Due to terrain, vegetation, etc. the actual number of animals is likely at least 20-25% higher, or potentially around 1500-1600 animals. Several horses were observed at a distance during the site visit.  Most appear to be in good body condition at the present time (Henneke BC 4-6).  The Buck and Bald Complex HMAs are an escalating problem; depending on the severity of the winter, at least some animals could be at risk of poor health or possible starvation during the coming winter.
Wilson Creek HMA

A substantial portion of the Wilson Creek HMA was inspected on July 30, 2008.  This HMA is approximately 625,000 acres in size with an AML of 96-160 animals.  The current estimated population is 463 animals, about 4.8 times the low AML.  In part, the abundant feed is due to a series of wildfires which have reduced the tree cover in some areas and increased the herbaceous forage available for use by wild horses, wildlife and domestic livestock.  However, some lower elevation shrub sites are dominated by shrubs with fewer grasses present, which could leave at least some animals without adequate forage if winter conditions during fall/winter 2009 are severe.  In the absence of severe winter conditions, this HMA is also an escalating problem; at the present time, there appears to be adequate forage and water to carry wild horses in a healthy condition through the winter.
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Lower elevation sites are dominated by 

Untreated pinyon-juniper sites also have

shrubs.  Grasses are few in several locations.
few grasses.
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Areas successfully rehabilitated following 

Horses grazing in one of the burn areas.
wildfire exhibit a good mix of species and 

All in good body condition.
abundant herbaceous forage (grasses and forbs).

Little Mountain, Clover Creek, Clover Mountain, Highland Peak and Dry Lake HMAs

These HMAs were inspected on July 30-31, 2008.  The HMAs are located in/near Caliente, Pioche and Panaca, Nevada in Mojave Desert transition zone.  Wild horses in the HMAs are relying primarily on brush for forage.   Lactacting mares exhibit defined ribs with a swollen abdomen, likely due to the brush they are consuming.   Prior to the recent rains, animals were concentrating in just a few areas.  Since the rains received during the past few weeks, they have scattered more widely.  However, there is little/no herbaceous forage (grasses) in much of the entire area and horses can be expected to have to continue to rely on brush as their primary forage.  This could have a substantial impact to animal health by mid-late winter, depending on the severity of winter conditions.
Due to the lack of forage (and water in some cases), the above HMAs have been proposed for return to HA status and a “0” AML in the Ely RMP; the ROD for the RMP is expected to be signed in September 2008.
HMAs Proposed for Return to HA Status (Ely RMP)

	HMA
	AML
	Current Pop. Est.

	Little Mountain
	9-15
	29

	Miller Flat
	9-15
	32

	Highland Peak
	20-33
	123

	Clover Creek
	1-14
	8

	Clover Mountains
	1-16
	94

	Dry Lake
	56-94
	315

	Seaman
	95-159
	210

	Delamar Mountains
	51-85
	54

	Total
	242-431
	865


All the listed Caliente area HMAs are escalating problems; depending on the severity of the winter, at least some animals could be at risk of poor health or possible starvation during the coming winter.  
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Bare ground, lack of herbaceous forage


There is little herbaceous forage for horses
And heavy-severe browsing on fourwing


even in wildfire areas within the Clover
Salt brush characterizes current conditions


Mountains HMA.
on the Little Mountain and Clover Creek HMAs.
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Wild horses in Rainbow Canyon on private property.  These

Another group of wild horses next

animals are coming off the Clover Mountains HMA


to a house along the highway ROW
looking for food and water.  About 15-20 horses are currently

in Rainbow Cyn.
along the highway right of way and represent a public safety hazard.
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Horse use/damage to a private hay stack and
Horses browsing on brush in the Highland Peak

field in Rainbow Cyn.



HMA.  Studs are in good condition but the mares







ribs are evident with a protruding abdomen, likely







from eating brush.
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Prior to recent rains, horses were concentrating
Spring where horses have been watering prior to
in this area of the Highland Peak HMA where
the recent rains.
there is water.  The area is heavily trampled with

heavy trailing and bare ground evident.
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Bare ground and lack of grasses evident in the
Use by horses (and Dog) at Bailey Spring in the 

Dry Lake HMA.




Dry Lake HMA.

Summary

· The most immediate need at the present time is the removal of the 15-20 wild horses along the highway ROW in Rainbow Canyon.  These animals are causing property damage and represent a public safety hazard.  An estimated 7-10 days work for two people is anticipated with up to 100 hours in overtime expense estimated.  Since the Ely FO is currently 96% spent in 1060, funding to cover overtime and per diem would need to be made available from other offices, the NvSO or other appropriate fund codes.

· Continued monitoring of the animals and resource conditions is encouraged.

· All the HMAs visited have escalating problems which have potential to develop into emergency situations depending on the severity of the coming fall and winter. 

cc:

John Ruhs, Ely District Manager

Kyle Hansen, Assistant Field Manager

Benjamin Noyes, WH&B Specialist

Ruth Thompson, WH&B Specialist

Bruce Thompson, WH&B Specialist

Joe Tague, Assistant DSD

Dean Bolstad, WO-260

Don Glenn, WO
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