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Introduction 

The Final Sonoma-Gerlach Grazing Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) was 
completed in September of 1981. It analyzed a proposed rangeland management 
program, along with several alternatives, for livestock grazing, wildlife 
habitat resources, and wild horse and burro grazing for the Winnemucca 
District's Sonoma-Gerlach Resource Area. Upon completion of the Environmental 
Impact Statement, the District began the last phase of the planning process 
for these resource management programs for the purpose of determining final 
land use decisions. This included the Sonoma-Gerlach Management Framework 
Plan (MFP) which was approved by the State Director in 1982. A summary of 
these decisions was reported in the August 1982 Record of Decision for the 
Final Sonoma-Gerlach Grazing Environmental Impact Statement. 

The Bureau has decided to adopt an integrated plan using components of both 
the Proposed Action and Livestock Reduction/Maximizing Wild Horses and Burros 
Alternatives. Adjustments _ in grazing use will be based upon rangeland 
monitoring and/or agreements. Priorities for implementation of intensive 
management by allotment will be accomplished through the selective management 
approach, as specified in the Final Grazing Management Policy (Washington 
Office Instruction Memorandum No. 82-292). 

The Rangeland Program Summary (RPS) dated October 14, 1983, was designed to 
inform interested persons about the implementation of the rangeland management 
program, as set forth in the planning decisions of the 1982 Sonoma-Gerlach 
Management Framework Plan. To make the RPS an effective management tool it is 
necessary to update the RPS to include the progress made since October of 1983. 

This document addresses the changes in the grazing management program, wild 
horse and burro program and wildlife programs, as well as progress made toward 
meeting land use plan objectives that have occurred since the RPS was issued. 

Objectives of the Program 

The long-range objectives of the grazing management program have not changed 
since the RPS was originally issued. The objectives as stated in the RPS are 
to manage, maintain, and improve the rangeland conditions on the public lands 
through the following: 

a. Improve and maintain a sufficient quantity, quality, and diversity of 
habitat and forage for livestock, wildlife, wild horses and burros on a 
sustained yield basis through natural regeneration and/or artificial 
methods, 

b. improve the vegetation resource by considering the physiological needs of 
key management species in the development of activity plans, 

c. reduce soil erosion and enhance watershed values by increasing ground 
cover and litter, 

d. improve the health 
maintaining a natural 
public lands, and 

and productivity of wild horses and 
ecological balance of wild horses and 

burros by 
burros on 

e. improve and maintain the condition of the riparian and stream habitat. 
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Management Implementation 

The implementation of the rangeland management program will take place through 
monitoring and/or agreements. In coordination with the Lovelock CRMP group an 
agreement to monitor the Goldbanks Allotment has been initiated and the 
monitoring is proceeding on schedule. 

A decision 
Allotments. 

to monitor has been issued for the Blue Wing/Seven Troughs 
The monitoring of these two allotments is proceeding on schedule. 

Monitoring has been initiated on the Buffalo Hills and Calico Allotments in 
coordination with the Gerlach CRMP group. 

Within the Sonoma-Gerlach Resource Area interdisciplinary monitoring has been 
initiated on 1,482,036 acres of public land. All monitoring using this 
approach involves soils, watershed, range, wildlife, and wild horse management 
disciplines. Less intensive moni taring has been initiated in the resource 
area on lower priority allotments. 

Priorities for Implementation 

The selective management approach is being used to implement the rangeland 
management program. Selective management classifies grazing allotments into 
three categories: "M" (Maintain), "I" (Intensive), or "C" (Custodial). 

All allotments were grouped into these categories according to their 
management needs, potential for improvement, and Bureau funding/manpower 
constraints following consultation with interested groups and individuals 
through the CRMP process. 

"I" category allotments will receive the highest priority for development of 
intensive grazing management through the consultation and coordination 
process. "M" category allotments will receive second priority, while "C" 
category allotments will be third priority. Refer to Table I for a list of 
allotments by category and allotment priority. 

The categorization of the allotments has remained consistent with what was 
published in the RPS. The major emphasis has been on lower I priority 
allotments. This is in direct response to public interest manifested through 
the CRMP process, as a result of this public involvement the management on the 
ground has been concentrated on the Buffalo Hills and Blue Wing-Seven Troughs 
Allotments. However, current and future implementation efforts will 
concentrate on the priori t y I allotments. 

Implementation of Grazing Use Adjustments 

Grazing use adjustments where needed will be implemented either through 
agreements with permi ttees or through decisions based upon monitoring 
evaluations. On allotments with inconclusive monitoring data and/or without 
an agreement for grazing use stocking levels, the following base herbivore 
grazing levels will be used as a starting point for monitoring purposes: 
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Livestock - Active preference or negotiated adjustments, 

Wildlife - Reasonable numbers as established by BLM and the 
Nevada Department of Wildlire, and 

Wild Horses and Burros - Existing/current WH&B numbers (as of July 1, 1982) 
except where one of the following conditions exist. 

a. Numbers are established by adequate and supportable resource data, 

b. numbers are established through the CRMP process as documented in CRMP 
recommendations and agreed to by the District Manager, 

c. numbers are established by formal signed agreement between affected 
interests, 

d. numbers are established through previously developed interim capture/ 
management plans; plans are still supportable by parties consulted in the 
original plan; EAs (EARs) were prepared and are still valid, or 

e. numbers are established by court order. 

Grazing use adjustments on all I and M allotments in the Sonoma-Gerlach 
Resource Area will be implemented through one of the following three methods 
by September 30, 1988. For those allotments where adequate monitoring 
indicated no change is in order, a no change decision may be issued and/or the 
files documented. 

a. Agreements to Make Adjustments 

Where grazing use agreements have been negotiated, no decision will be 
issued. All agreements must document initial stocking levels, periods-of
use, regular nonuse to be taken, length of time and the agreement is in 
effect, overall management objectives, the monitoring data to be 
collected, monitoring procedures, evaluations, and the resulting 
management actions to be taken. These agreements will be based upon the 
best available data, but will not preclude the future establishment of 
intensive grazing systems, use adjustments or other management practices 
that may be necessary for proper management of the rangeland resources. 
Adjustments based upon additional monitoring data gathered will be 
implemented by a decision or through agreements that will initiate the 
five-year implementation period. 

b. Agreement or Decision to Continue Monitor 

A decision may also be issued to continue to monitor if, by the 5th year, 
monitoring studies are inconclusive (i.e. the analysis of best available 
data indicates that no change is in order at this time and we will 
continue to monitor). The stocking levels will remain at the base 
herbivore grazing levels established by the land use plan, until data 
indicates that a change is in order. 

3 



_.·: .:. ... : ... ·....:."": ':".'~: ....... _ · .. , .. ,- . ·-·-- .... •--

Adjustments to grazing use based upon the additional data gathered shall 
be implemented through an agreement or by a decision that will "start the 
clock" on the five-year implementation period. 

c. Decisions to Make Adjustments 

Where monitoring data exists to support grazing use adjustments and an 
agreement cannot be reached, a decision will be issued to "start the 
clock" on the five-year implementation period. These adjustments in 
grazing use may include but are not limited to season-of-use, period-of
use, animal numbers, kind/class of grazing animals, or a combination of 
these. 

Progress of Program Implementation 

The following Table II summarizes progress made towards program implementation 
of the land use plan (Management Framework Plan). Specifically, the table 
illustrates the progress made in developing management plans through a 
coordinated management approach in resolving resource conflicts and 
accomplishing planned objectives. Existing use by allotment for livestock, 
wildlife, wild horses and burros is compared to planned management objectives 
and the necessary range improvements and monitoring scheme to determine 
effectiveness in accomplishing these objectives. Completed monitoring actions 
and range improvements accomplished since the last RPS are shown to depict 
progress of on-the-ground management implementation. 

Actions Taken Since Last RPS 

As a result of the Lovelock CRMP group's recommendations, levels of use have 
been agreed upon in the Blue Wing/Seven Troughs Allotments. 

1. An Order 3 Soil Survey has been completed on twenty-seven (27) allotments. 

2. Ecological Status Inventory has been completed on fifteen (15) allotments. 

3. Utilization patterns completed on eight (8) allotments. 

4. Fourteen (14) trend studies, twelve (12) utilization studies and nine (9) 
stream surveys have been initiated. 

5. Monitoring has been initiated on all I and M allotments. 

6. 2,650 acres have been seeded and 16.5 miles of fence built for fire 
rehabilitation. 

7. 75 miles of fence, 7 cattleguards and 65 game guzzlers have been 
constructed for range improvements. 

8. Plans that have been completed: three CRMPs, one AMP, six HMPs, one 
Monitoring Plan and one ACEC. 

9. Livestock decrease in AUMs: 
4,228 AUMs temporarily suspended 
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10. Horses removed - 6,041. 

11. Wildlife increase in existing use: 
Deer - 2,368 AUMs 
Antelope - 59 AUMs 
Bighorn Sheep - 266 AUMs 

Appropriate Management Levels AML have been set for wild horses/burros at 
1,020 animals in the Blue Wing/Seven Troughs Allotments. 

A grazing system and areas of use have been agreed upon by the effected 
interest in the Blue Wing/Seven Troughs Allotments. 

Rangeland Monitoring 

Additional monitoring has become necessary to analyze the effects of rangeland 
fires on several areas within the resource area. Because of the unusually 
extreme fire season in 1985 this has increased the number of areas that 
require monitoring. Monitoring has been initiated on all fire areas that were 
closed to grazing for rehabilitation purposes. 
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Table I 
Sonoma-Gerlach Resource Area 

Selective Management Categorization 1/ 

Benefit/Cost 
PrioritX: Allotment Name Cate~orization Analo/sis 

1 Soldier Meadows I .2 1 
2 Buffalo Hills I .8/1 
3 Calico I .8/1 
4 Rodeo Creek I .6/1 
5 Blue Wing I 1/1 
6 Seven Troughs I 1/1 
7 Clear Creek I .4/1 
8 Dolly Hayden I .4/1 

1 Sonoma M 
2 Rock Creek M 
3 Melody M 
4 Harmony M 
5 Gold banks M .6/1 
6 Coyote M 
7 Rye Patch M 
8 Leadville M 
9 Coal Canyon-Poker M 

1 Pleasant Valley C 
2 Star Peak C 
3 Majuba C 
4 Pumpernickel C 
5 Desert Queen C 
6 White Horse C 
7 Klondike C 
8 Rochester C 
9 Rawhide C 

10 Diamond S C 
11 Thomas Creek C 
12 Prince Royal C 
13 Pole Canyon C 
14 Ragged Top C 
15 Humboldt House C 
16 Humboldt Sink C 

Buffalo Valley (Battle M 
Mountain) 

North Buffalo (Battle C 
Mountain) 

Licking (Battle Mountain) C 
Jersey Valley (Carson City) C 
Cottonwood (Carson City) C 

1/ Implementation of the Rangeland Management Program for allotments located 
within the Winnemucca District but administered by other BLM districts will be 
based upon their (the administering district) established priority. 
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