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United States Department of the Interior

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT
Winnemucca Field Office
5100 East Winnemucca Boulevard
Winnemucca, Nevada 89445
702-623-1500

: In Reply Refer To:
7=04-98P03:46 R (NV-22.11)
4160.1-1

August 25, 1998

Dear Interested Public:

Please find enclosed the Final Allotment Evaluation and Proposed Multtiple Use Decision for the
Wilder-Quinn Allotment.

If you have any questions, feel free to contact Richard Barry at (702) 623-1500.
Sincerely yours,

A e

Colin Christensen
AFM, Renewable Resources
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CERTIFIED MAIL NO. Z551 571 290
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Denny Land and Cattle CO.
500 Boylston Street, Suite 1880
Boston, MA 02116

PROPOSED MULTIPLE USE DECISION
- WILDER-QUINN ALLOTMENT

August 27, 1998
Dear Mr. Denny:

The record of Decision of the Paradise-Denio Environmental Impact Statement was issued on
09/18/81. The Paradise-Denio Management Framework Plan was issued on 07/09/82. These
documents guide the management of public lands within the Paradise-Denio Resource Area
and more specifically within the Wilder-Quinn Allotment. Monitoring data has been collected
on this allotment and in accordance with Bureau policy and regulations, this data has been
evaluated in order to determine progress in meeting management objectives for the Wilder-
Quinn Allotment and to determine if management adjustments may be necessary to meet the
management objectives.

The following are the multiple use management objectives under which grazing on the
Wilder-Quinn Allotment will be monitored and evaluated.

Short Term Objectives:

1. The objective for utilization of key streambank riparian plant species (CAREX,
JUNCUS, SALIX, ASPEN, ROWO) on Maggie, S. Fk Cottonwood, Wilder and Little
Wilder Creeks is 50%. Utilization data will be collected at the end of the growing
period.

2. The objective for utilization of key wetland riparian plant species (CAREX, JUNCUS,
POA, ASPEN) is 50%. Utilization data will be collected at the end of the growing
period.

3. The objective for utilization of key upland plant species (SIHY, STTH2, ORHY,
AGSP, FEID, PUTR, SYMPH, AMELA, BASA) is 50%. Utilization data will be
gathered at the end of the growing period.

4. The objective for utilization of seeded specnes (AGCR, MEOF) is 50%. Utilization
data will be collected at the end of the growing period.




Long Term Objectives:

L

Manage, maintain and improve public rangeland conditions to provide forage on a
sustained yield basis for big game, with an initial forage demand of 1,266 AUM:s for
mule deer, 208 AUMs for pronghom, and 63 AUM:s for bighorn sheep.

a. Improve to and maintain 59,219 acres of mule deer habitat in good or excellent
condition.

b. Improve to and maintain 24,231 acres of pronghorn habitat in good condition.
Improve to and maintain 110,394 acres of pronghorn habitat in fair or good
condition.

¢ Improve to and maintain 26,507 acres of bighorn sheep habitat in good or

excellent condition.

Manage, maintain, and improve public rangeland conditions to provide forage on a

sustained yield basis for livestock, with an initial stocking level of 13,877.

Improve range condition from poor to fair on 155,836 acres and from fair to good on

. 25,364 acres.

Improve to and maintain 29 acres of ceanothus habitat types in good condition.
Improve to and maintain 1,370 acres of mahogany habitat types in good condition.
Improve to and maintain 468 acres of aspen habitat types in good condition.

Improve the following stream habitat conditions of 55% on Wilder Creek, 41% on Little
Wilder Creek, to an overall optimum to 60% or above.

a. Streambank cover 60% or above.
b. Streambank stability 60% or above.
C. Maximum summer water temperatures below 70° F.

Improve to and maintain the seeded pastures in good condition (5-10 acres per AUM).

Improve to and maintain 33,055 acres of Mountain browse habitat types in good
condition.
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Improve or maintain suitable sage grouse strutting, nesting, brood rearing, and/or
wintering habitat in good condition.

The following parameters have been found to constitute optimum (good) conditions for
sage grouse use: X

Strutting Habitat

Low sagebrush or brush free areas for strutting and nearbj areas of sagebrush having 20-
50% canopy cover for loafing.

Nesting Habitat -

Sagebrush between 7 and 31 inches in height (optimum = 16 inches).
Sagebrush canopy cover of 15-30% (optimum = 27%).

25-35% basal ground cover.

Average understory height of 6-7 inches.

Brood Rearing habitat

Early Season

1, Sagebrush canopy cover of 10-21% (optimum = 14%).

Late Season

1. Meadow areas that are in functioning condition
2. Residual meadow vegetation of no less than 3-6 inches.

Winter habitat
1. Greater than 20% sagebrush canopy cover.
Aspen will be 80% or greater of the average stems/acre for reproduction less than 12" and

greater than 12" height classes: and total tree density within the site specific aspen habitat
type. Habitat type will be determined during the 1998 field season.

Provide forage for 10 horses (120 AUMs) in the portion of the Wilder-Quinn Allotment
located in the North Jackson HMA.




Standard and Guideline Objectives

The following are the Standards for Rangeland Health as developed in consultation with the
Sierra Front - Great Basin Resource Advisory Council, other interested publics and approved by
the Secretary of the Interior on February 12, 1997. The terms and conditions of the livestock
grazing permit must be in conformance with these approved Standards and Guidelines:

L.

2.

3

Soil processes will be appropriate to soil types, climate and land form.
Riparian/wetland systems are in properly functioning condition.

Water quality criteria in Nevada and California State Law shall be achieved or
maintained.

Populations and communities of native plant species and habitats for native animal species

* are healthy, productive and diverse.

Habitat conditions meet the life cycle requirements of special species.

The following long term objectives will be dropped due to implementation of the Standards and
Guidelines Objectives which replaces them:

1

Improve to and maintain 259 acres of riparian and meadow habitat types in good
condition.

Improve to and maintain the water quality of S. Fk. Cottonwoc?d, Maggie _arfd Wilder
Creeks to the state criteria set for the following beneficial uses: livestock drinking water,
cold water aquatic life, wildlife propagation, and wading (water contact recreation). -

WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT

Analysis of existing management of wildlife habitat does not indicate that current wildlife
populations are significantly contributing to any failure in meeting multiple use objectives.
Therefore, no change in wildlife use will be implemented at this time. -




WILD HORSE AND BURRO DECISION

Based upon the evaluation of monitoring data for the Wilder-Quinn Allotment, consultation with
the permittee and other interested publics and recommendations from my staff, it is my proposed
decision for management of wild horses and burros to be as follows:

1< Wild Horses
Establishing the following AML for wild horses:

10 Horses 03/01 to 02/28 120 AUMs

Rationale:

Appropriate Management Level for that portion of the Jackson Mountain Herd
* Management Area within the Wilder-Quinn Allotment is 10 Wild Horses. These horses
are part of a larger herd occupying portions of three other allotments. The North Jackson

Mountain Wild Horse Herd will be managed as one herd and management will not be

fragmented by allotment.

The type of horse now inhabiting the area will be maintained and the horses will not be
manipulated genetically for color or size. Any introduction of horses into this area from
another HMA will only be done if adequate forage is available, the horses are under
AML, and if the horses are compatible genetically.

Authority:

The authority for this decision is contained in Sec. 3(a), 3(b)(1), and 3(b)(2) of the Wild-Free-
Roaming Horse and Burro Act (P.L. 92-195) as amended and in Title 43 of the Code of Federal
Regulations:

§4700.0-6(a) "Wild horses and burros shall be managed as self-sustaining populations of healthy
animals in balance with other uses and the productive capacity of their habitat."

§4710.3-1 "...In delineating each herd management area, the authorized officer shall consider the
appropriate management level for the herd, the habitat requirements of the animals, the
relationships with other uses of the public and adjacent private lands, and the constraints
contained in 4710.4."

§4710.4 "Management of wild horses and burros shall be undertaken with the objective of
limiting the animals' distribution to herd areas. Management shall be at the minimum level
necessary to attain the objectives identified in approved land use plans and herd management
areas plans."




§4720.1 "Upon examination of current information and a determination by the authorized officer

that an excess of wild horses or burros exists, the authorized officer shall remove the excess
animals immediately..."

Protest:

Any applicant, permittee, lessee or other interested public may protest the livestock grazing

portion of this proposed multiple use decision under Sec 43 CFR 4160.2, in person or in writing
to:

Colin P. Christensen

AFM Renewable Resources
Bureau of Land Management
Winnemucca District Office
5100 E. Winnemucca Blvd.
Winnemucca, NV 89445

The protest must be filed within 15 days of receipt of this decision. The protest, if filed, should
clearly and concisely state the reason(s) as to why the proposed decision is in error.

Subsequent to the protest period, a final multiple use decision will be issued specifying the
appeal procedures.

LIVESTOCK DECISION
Based upon the evaluation of monitoring data for the Wilder-Quinn Allotment, consultation with
the permittee and other interested publics and recommendations from my staff, it is my proposed
decision for livestock to change the management:
FROM: (DESCRIPTION OF EXISTING USE)

Livestock

1s Grazing Use (AUMs)

a. The total number of animal unit months of specified livestock grazing:
Denny Land Alex
and Cattle CO. Colby Dufurrena
13,877 102 400
b. Suspend Preference 0 0 0




Season of Use:

a. Denny Land and Cattle Company: March 01 to February 28

b. Roger and Marsha Colby: December 01 to February 28

(] Alex Dufurrena: April 01 to May 20

Kind and Class of Livestock - Cattle (cow/calf), Sheep

Percent Federal Range:

a Denny Land and Cattle Company: 92% - (1,207 AUMs exchange-of-use)

b. Roger and Marsha Colby - 100%

c. Alex Dufurrena - 83%

Grazing System

Dufurrena Permit:

In accordance with the 1985 Rangeline Agreement, the Dufurrena Sheep Company has
a 400 AUM sheep preference for lambing and trailing in the Wilder-Quinn allotment. -
Lambing occurs during the months of April and May with all sheep within the boundary
of the Bilk Creek allotment by May 20. The lambing grounds are in the Deep Creek -
Bilk Creek Reservoir area. The Dufurrena permit is as follows:

1467 S 04/01 to 05/20 400 AUMSs

Colby Pe;m. it:

The Colby permit is as follows: 34 C 12/01 to 02/28 102 AUMs. Use is made in the flats
east of Denio and west of Wilder Creek.

Denny Land and Cattle Company:

The following is a basic schedule of the grazing system used by the Denny Land and
Cattle Company (formally called the Quinn River Crossing Ranch) since 1995:




Spring Grazing:
Bog Hot
250 C 03/01 to 05/31 738 AUMs

North of Quinn River Ranch/Lone Mountain/Houghland
Seeding/Denio Seeding/Quinn Seeding/North Wilder

1210 C 03/01 to 05/31 3367 AUMs
400 C 06/01 to 06/30 363 AUMs

' Antelope
200 C 03/01 to 06/30 738 AUMs

Summer/Fall Grazing:
Mahogany
150 C 06/01 to 08/15 345 AUMs

Summer Pastures (Maggie Creek/Cottonwood Creek and Wilder Creek/Little Wilder
Creek/Sagehen/Shyster Creek)

1210 C 06/01 to 06/30 1098 AUMs
1810 C 07/01 to 08/15 2518 AUMs

The Maggie Creek/Cottonwood Creek and Wilder/Little Wilder/Sagehen/Shyster Creek
use areas are used on a rotational basis with one use area being rested per year. In
addition, livestock may be pulled out of the summer use area scheduled for use in late
July/early August and into the Lone Mountain or North Wilder field due to water or
forage conditions in the summer use area.

Lone Mountain/North Wilder/Denio Seeding/Quinn Seeding/
Houghland Seeding/North of Quinn River Ranch

1810 C  08/16 to 08/23 438 AUMs
980 C 08/24 to 09/15 682 AUMs




South of Quinn River Ranch
300 C 09/01 to 10/15 408 AUMs
Winter Grazing:
Quinn River Ranch Use Area
638 C 11/01 to 02/28 2318 AUMs
Quinn River Ranch Use Area includes 1) south of Quinn River Ranch, 2) Bilk Creek, east
of Quinn River Ranch/Dufurrena Lambing grounds, 3) west of Quinn River Ranch, 4)
north of Quinn River Ranch
Bog Hot
. 250C 11/01to 02/28 907 AUMs
TO: GRAZING SYSTEM TO BE IMPLEMENTED
Dufurrena Sheep Company:

I3 Grazing Use (AUMs)

8 The total number of animal unit months
of specified livestock grazing: 400 AUMs

b. Suspend Preference: 0

(3 Season of Use: April 01 to May 20
June 1 to September 10
2, Kind and Class of Livestock - Sheep

< Percent Federal Range: 83%

The Dufurrena Sheep Company has a 400 AUM permit to lamb in the Dufurrena lambing
grounds located near the Bilk Creek Reservoir from 04/01 to 05/20. Remaining AUMs may be
used during the period of 06/01 to 09/10 in the summer use area scheduled for rest from cattle
grazing.

When the Maggie Creek/Cottonwood Creek pasture is scheduled for sheep use, the sheep will
be kepted out of the Cottonwood Creek riparian area.




Rationale:

The Paradise-Denio EIS (pg. 2-21, table 2-9) recognized 3430 AUMs of domestic sheep use in
the old Wilder-Bilk allotment with 3730 sheep from 04/01 to 10/25. No conflicts with bighorn

sheep should occur as the proposed areas of use are not considered to be potential or existing
bighorn sheep habitat.

Domestic sheep use occurred in the summer use areas scheduled for rest from cattle grazing in
1994 and 1995. In 1994, sheep use was authorized in the Maggie Creek/Cottonwood Creek use
area. Primary sheep grazing pressure was on balsamroot with utilization being concentrated on
the flowers. Use on browse species such as snowberry and bitterbrush was less than 50%. Sheep
use occurred in the Wilder/Little Wilder and Sagehen use areas in 1995. Overall, the findings in
this area were the same as in 1994. The conclusion for the re-initiation of domestic sheep use
in the summer pastures is there did not appear to be conflict with the principle goal of a rest-
rotation grazing system as dietary overlap between sheep and cattle are limited. In addition, sheep
prefer upland grazing and will not congregate in riparian zones for long periods of time.
Therefore, sheep use should have minimal impacts in riparian areas and aspen groves if they are
not allowed to bed in these sites. Bighorn sheep are located in the Trout Creek Mountains.
Keeping sheep out of the Cottonwood Creek dramage will maintain a buffer zone between
domestic and bighorn sheep.

Roger and Marsha Colby Permit:
a. Grazing Use (AUMs)

{1 The total number of animal unit :
months of specified livestock grazing: 102 AUMs

2. Suspend Preference: 0
b. Season of Use: December 01 to February 28
c. Kind and Class of Livestock - Cattle (cow/calf)
d. Percent Federal Range: 100%

Grazing use will continue in the flats east of Denio and west of Wilder Creek (in the North
Wilder Field) from 12/01 to 02/28.

34 C 12/01 to 02/28 102 AUMs

Use is designated in the flat east of Denio and west of Wilder Creek and has no bearing in the
creation of the rangeline and individuals in the 08/23/71 Rangeline Agreement.
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Rationale:

The active preference and season of use will be maintained at 102 AUMs and 12/01 to 02/28,
respectively. Monitoring data and desired stocking rate calculations indicates short-term
utilization objectives will be met at these stocking levels and season of use.

Denny Land and Cattle Company:

N Grazing Use (AUMs)

1. The total number of animal unit
months of specified livestock grazing: 13,877 AUMs

2. Suspend Preference: 0
b. Season of Use: March 01 to February 28
c: 'Kind and Class of Livestock - Cattle (cow/calf)
d. Percent Federal Range: 92% - (1,207 AUMSs exchange-of-use)
Implement the following grazing system:
Livestock numbers may vary but AUMs in a grazing year may not exceed 13,877 AUMs.
Herd One

Herd one will run in the Bog Hot use area, Antelope use area, Houghland Seeding, and
Mahogany Mountain. The grazing system will be as follows:

Livestock numbers; 200 - 350 Cattle

Treatments:

A 03/01 to 03/31
B 04/01 to 06/30
(@: 07/01 to 09/15
D 11/01 to 02/28

1l




Year 1 - 1999

Pasture
Bog Hot
Antelope
Houghland
Bog Hot

" Year 2 - 2000

Pasture
Bog Hot
Antelope
Houghland
Bog Hot

Year 3 - 2001

Pasture
Bog Hot
Antelope
Houghland
Bog Hot

In addition, 345 AUMs are available for livestock use on Mahogany Mountain during the months
of May and June. Full use of these AUMs depends on completion of the Alder Creek/Wilder-
Quinn Allotment Division Fence Reconstruction on Mahogany Mountain.

Herd Two

The following syst:am will be used for herd 2 until the proposed Denio Summit Drift fence is

completed

Herd two will run in the Quinn River Ranch use area, north into the Denio and Quinn River
Seedings, Lone Mountain use area, North Wilder Field, and the summer use areas (Maggie
Creek/Cottonwood Creek, Wilder/Little Wilder, Sagehen/Shyster Creek).

The grazing system will be as follows:

Livestock Numbers: 1460 - 1610 Cattle

Treatment

Daow>»

Treatment

oQw»

Treatment

gaow»
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Season of use:

Treatment

Treatments: E 02/01 to 03/31
F 04/01 to 04/14
G 04/15 to 05/30
H 06/01 to 07/31 - 08/15
I 08/01 to 08/31
J 11/01 to 12/31
K Rest
Year 1 - 1999
Pasture
Quinn River Ranch Use Area

N. Quinn River Ranch

Lone Mountain

North Wilder

Quinn River Seeding

Denio Seeding

Sagehen/Shyster Creek

Maggie Creek/Cottonwood Creek
Wilder Creek/Little Wilder Creek

Year 2 - 2000

Pasture

Quinn River Ranch Use Area

N. Quinn River Ranch

Lone Mountain

North Wilder

Quinn River Seeding

Denio Seeding

Sagehen/Shyster Creek

Maggie Creek/Cottonwood Creek
Wilder Creek/Little Wilder Creek

E
F
G,
G,I
G,I
G,I
H
H
K

Treatment
E
F
G,I
K
G,
G,
H
K
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Year 3 - 2001

asture Treatment
Quinn River Ranch Use Area E
N. Quinn River Ranch By
Lone Mountain G,I
North Wilder G,I
Quinn River Seeding G,
Denio Seeding - G,I
Sagehen/Shyster Creek K
Maggie Creek/Cottonwood Creek H
Wilder Creek/Little Wilder Creek H

In year 4, this scheduling sequence will be repeated.

A summer use area will be grazed two years in a row and then restcd.. During the ﬁ:st-year of
the rotation, the use area may be grazed up to available AUMS as listed in the stocking rate
section. The second year the use area will be at a lighter level.

The season of use for the summer use areas is from 06/01 to 07/31 - 08/15. In years when the
Sagehen/Shyster Creek and Maggie Creek/Cottonwood Creek use areas are scheduled to be used
in the rotation (year 1 as listed above), the livestock will be split into two herds and the use areas
will be used concurrently during the summer use period. In other years (years 2 and 3), livestock
will be rotated through the use areas.

When the Sagehen/Shyster Creek and Wilder/Little Wilder use areas are scheduled for use, |
livestock use will occur in the Lone Mountain use area. When the Maggie Creek/Cottonwood

Creek use area are scheduled for use along with either Sagehen/Shyster Creek and Wilder/Little

Wilder use areas, livestock numbers will be split between Lone Mountain and North Wilder. The
Mud Creek drift fence which is scheduled to be constructed in the fall of 1998, will keep
livestock out of the Sagehen/Shyster Creck area during the spring and fall and years when the
use area is scheduled for use.

During the month of August, the Lone Mountain use area and North Wilder Field will be used
for gathering and trailing home to the Quinn River Ranch. The Quinn River and Denio Seeding
will be used for overnight stops while trailing home. These dates may change depending on when
the permittees is authorized to place his livestock into the summer pastures. However, an one
month period will be authorized. Livestock in the Maggie Creek/Cottonwood Creek use area will
be gathered in the North Wilder Field and livestock from the Wilder and Sagehen country will
be gathered into the Lone Mountain country.

Upon completion of the Denio Summit Fence, the Lone Mountain use area will be divided into
two pastures, North Lone Mountain and South Lone Mountain. The North Wilder Field along
with the North Lone Mountain and South Lone Mountain Fields will be used in a three pasture
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rest rotation system as follows:
Season of use:

Treatments: G 04/15 to 05/30
I 08/01 to 08/31
K Rest

Year 1

Pasture

South Lone Mountain
North Lone Mountain
North Wilder

Treatment
G,I
K
G,I

Livestock will be trailed through the North Lone Mountain Field during the spring and in August

with some overnight stops occurring.

Year 2

Pasture

South Lone Mountain
North Lone Mountain
North Wilder

Year 3

Pasture

South Lone Mountain

North Lone Mountain
North Wilder

Treatment

Treatment

K
G
I

This sequence will be repeated starting in year 4.

Livestock will be trailed through the South Lone Mountain Field during the spring and in August

with some overnight stops occurring.

When the Sagehen/Shyster Creek and Wilder/Little Wilder use areas are scheduled for use,
livestock use will occur in the North and South Lone Mountain Fields. When the Maggie
Creek/Cottonwood Creek use area are scheduled for use along with either Sagehen/Shyster Creek
and Wilder/Little Wilder use areas, livestock numbers will be rotated between North Lone

15




Mountain, South Lone Mountain, and North Wilder. The Mud Creek drift fence which is
scheduled to be constructed in the fall of 1998, will keep livestock out of the Sagehen/Shyster
Creek area during the spring and fall and years when the use area is scheduled for use.

During the month of August, the South and North Lone Mountain Fields and North Wilder Field
will be used for gathering and trailing home to the Quinn River Ranch. The Quinn River and
Denio Seeding will be used for overnight stops while trailing home. These dates may change
depending on when the permittees is authorized to place his livestock into the summer pastures.
However, an one month period will be authorized. Livestock in the- Maggie Creek/Cottonwood
Creek use area will be gathered in the North Wilder Field and livestock from the Wilder and
Sagehen country will be gathered into the Lone Mountain country.

Terms and Conditions:
The following terms and conditions will be included on all permits:

The terms and conditions must be in conformance with the Standard and Guidelines for the Sierra
Front - Northwestern Great Basin Resource Advisory Council, approved by the Secretary of
Interior on February 12, 1997.

The authorized officer may modify annual grazing authorization and pasture sequences as long
as the modification is consistent with management objectives and remains within the permitted
season of use. Request outside of the permitted season of use will require input from interested
publics.

Livestock grazing turnout and removal dates may be modified by up to two weeks. A modified
turnout date into a pasture or use area will be dependent on range readiness factors such as stage
of plant growth, soil moisture, moisture in meadows, and would require the area to be inspected
prior to turnout. An early turnout date will be followed by an early removal date at the end of
the grazing period. A later turnout date will be considered in years that are colder, wetter, both
upland and riparian vegetation has little to no growth. Stocking rate levels identified for the
pastures and use areas will not be exceeded.

The Wilder-Quinn Allotment working group, which includes the BLM, permittees, and interested
publics, will meet in the field twice a year, once after the spring grazing period and once after
the growing season to conduct monitoring studies and determine if allotment specific objectives
have been met or not met. If an objective has not been met, the working group shall discuss the
causes for non-attainment, the scope of the accedence, and develop a recommended corrective
action. The working group may develop concise objectives which will be used to evaluate the
success of the correction. Continued monitoring will be used to determine if the corrective action
has achieved the desired results defined in the objectives. Based on this monitoring, subsequent
corrective actions may be made without re-initiation of additional formal evaluation procedures
or consultations.
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Salt and/or mineral blocks shall not be placed within one quarter (1/4) mile of springs, meadows,
riparian habitats or aspen stands.

A certified actual use report by use areas is due 15 days after the end of the authorized grazing
period. ;

The permittee is required to perform maintenance on the range improvements to which he has
been assigned maintenance responsibility.

The grazing authorization with the schedule of use will be the only approved use. All other
schedules, flexibilities, terms and conditions addressed in the Allotment Management Plan dated
10/26/70 will be suspended.

Pursuant 43 CFR 10.4(g) the holder of this authorization must notify the authorized officer by
telephone, with written confirmation, immediately upon the discovery of human remains, funerary
objects, sacred objects, or objects of cultural patrimony (as defined at 43 (CFR 10.2). Further,
pursuant to 43 CFR 10.4(c) and (d), you must stop activities in the vicinity of the discovery and
protect it for 30 days or until notified to proceed by the authorized officer.

Range Improvement Project:

Fencing/Pipelines:

The following range improvement projects are scheduled to be constructed in 1998 or wpen

monies become available. These projects are permittee driven and are through the project

planning, EA, consultation, and decision process.

The following fences will be constructed in 1998:

Wilder #3 drift fence extension

The following well will be constructed when monies are available.

Texas Spring Wells and pipeline.

These projects to be constructed are listed in the order of priority.

3 Construct the Mud Creek Fence that will run from Mud Creek and join with the Wilder
#4 fence. This will prevent livestock drift from the Lone Mountain use area into the
Sagehen/Shyster Creek summer use area and allow for the Lone Mountain use area to be

used as staging area for trailing home in August.

2 Re-construct and construct portions of the Wilder-Quinn/Kings River allotment bounc.lary
fence. This will prevent livestock drift from the Wilder-Quinn Allotment into the Kings
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River allotment and from the Maggie Creek/Cottonwood Creek summer use area into the
Wilder/Little Wilder summer use area.

. Reconstruct the Mahogany Mountain boundary fence between the Alder Creek and
Wilder-Quinn allotment. This fence will dllow for livestock use on the Mountain and
prevent drift into the Alder Creek allotment.

4, Construct a gap fence between the Pueblo Mountain and Wilder-Quinn Allotments to
reduce livestock drift within the Alberson and Denio pasture of the Pueblo Mountain
Allotment.

S. Construct the Denio Summit Fence. This fence would be routed from the mouth of Mud
Creek and will run west to State Route 140 where it will end near the Denio Summit. The
fence will split the Lone Mountain use area into two pastures and allow for the two new
pastures (South Lone Mountain Field and North Lone Mountain Field) and the North

- Wilder Field to be used in a rotational basis.

6. Construct the Lady Bird pipeline realignment. A gravel pit was constructed which
destroyed portions of the pipeline. Rerouting the pipeline would allow for additional
waters North of Quinn River Ranch.

Prescribed Burning/Seeding

Conduct prescribed burns in the following seedings (listed in order of priority):

a. Denio Seeding
b. Quinn River Seeding
C Houghland Seeding

Consider the feasibility of seeding the west end of the North Wilder Field.

Rationale:

Monitoring data indicates the seedings are in a downward condition due to sagebrush
encroachment and the age of the seedings. Burning the seedings would allow for regeneration the
seeding by reducing sagebrush in the pastures.

Due to each pasture having a different carrying capacity along with the rest rotation/deferment
grazing system, the total number of AUMs of specified livestock grazing will not exceed 13,877
AUMs. Nor will AUMs identified for each pasture or use area exceed AUMs identified in the
stocking rate calculations section of the technical recommendations.

Monitoring data indicates that short term utilization objectives in riparian areas have not been met
in the summer use areas. This grazing system reduces the AUMs available and the season of use
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in the summer use areas and allows for more livestock use on the flats (Lone Mountain, North
Wilder, Quinn River Use Area). An earlier removal date will allow for a regrowth period along
riparian areas and help meet riparian objectives and standard and guidelines. The grazing system
will allow for the functionality and habitat standards and guidelines to be met in the summer use
areas by reducing the season of use and AUMs by ‘reducing hot season grazing and allowing for
riparian vegetation regrowth. The fences to be constructed will allow for better livestock control

by preventing drift into areas scheduled for rest and for the summer use areas to be used in a
rotational basis.

Term and Condition #3 (see Technical Recommendations - Term and Conditions) was added to
give the permittee flexibility on moving livestock into a pasture or use area up to two weeks
early. Adjusting turnout and removal dates will be dependent on factors such as soil moisture,
upland and riparian vegetation growth, and rainfall and will require the pasture to be inspected.
Flexibility in turnout and removal dates will aid in drier and hotter years in which livestock may
be moved into pastures early without having detrimental effects on riparian areas and creeks and
reduce hot season grazing because of an early removal date. This will provide a longer regrowth
period for riparian plants. In comparison, later turnout and removal dates may be considered in
wetter and colder years in order to allow meadow and other riparian areas to dry out to prevent
punching and allow for vegetative growth.

The Lone Mountain use area and North Wilder Field will be scheduled for spring use and for
gathering and trailing livestock during the fall. Monitoring data indicates that objectives, for the
most part, are being met in these areas with the seeded areas being in good to excellent
condition. Problems with livestock drift have occurred in early spring and during the summer
and utilization levels have been exceeded around waters. However, the fencing and grazing
system will address the drifting problems and aid in meeting both allotment specific objectives
and the standards and guidelines by providing livestock control and allowing livestock to be
rotated through the area. In addition. The Denio Summit Fence will split the Lone Mountain use
area into two pastures (South Lone Mountain and North Lone Mountain) and allow these two
new pastures to be used in a rest/deferred rotation with the North Wilder field. However, in most
years when the South and North Lone Mountain Fields are scheduled for rest, some use will
occur due to trailing activities. The Mud Creek drift fence which is scheduled to be constructed
in the fall of 1998 will keep livestock out of the Sagehen/Shyster Creek area during the spring
and fall and years when the use area is scheduled for use.

The Quinn River Ranch and Bog Hot Use Areas will continue to be available for winter and
early spring use. Monitoring data indicates there is minimal concern in these areas. In addition,
the Houghland, Antelope Field and Mahogany Mountain will be available for spring - early
summer grazing. Monitoring data indicates objectives are being met in these areas and no
adjustments are required. However, full use of Mahogany Mountain is contingent on the Alder
Creek - Wilder Quinn Division fence being reconstructed.

Term and Condition #4 (see Technical Recommendations - Terms and Conditions) requires that
the Wilder-Quinn Allotment Evaluation Working Group which includes the BLM, permittees, and
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interested publics meet in the field twice a year to gather monitoring data, analyze the data and
discuss if allotment specific objectives and standard and guidelines have been met or not met.
If objective has not been met, the working group will make recommendations to adjust the
grazing system and if necessary, implement monitoring studies and objectives to determine if the
groups recommendations are meeting objectives or:if further adjustments are needed. This term
and condition is important because it requires the group to meet in the field to discuss problems
and implement actions which will fix the problems as they occur.

AUTHORITY:

The authority of this decision is contained in Title 43 of the Code of Federal Regulations, which
states in pertinent parts:

4100.0-8 “The authorized officer shall manage livestock grazing on public lands under the
principles of multiple use and sustained yield, and in accordance with applicable land use plans.
Land use plans shall establish allowable resources uses (either singly or in combination), related
levels of production or use to be maintained, areas of use, and resource condition goals and
objectives to be obtained. The plans also set forth program constraints and general management
practices needed to achieve management objectives. Livestock grazing activities and management
actions approved by the authorized officer shall be in conformance with the land use plan as
defined at 43 CFR 1601.0-5(b).”

4110.3 "The authorized officer shall periodically review the permitted use specified in a grazing
permit or grazing lease and shall make changes in the permitted use as needed to manage,
maintain or improve rangeland productivity, to assist in restoring ecosystems to properly
functioning condition, to conform with land use plans or activity plans, or to comply with the
provisions of subpart 4180 of this part. These changes must be supported by monitoring, field
observations, ecological site inventory or other data acceptable to the authorized officer.”

4130.3-1(a) "The authorized officer shall specify the kind and number of livestock, the period(s)
of use, the allotments(s) to be used, and the amount of use, in animal unit months, for every
grazing permit or lease. The authorized livestock grazing use shall not exceed the livestock
carrying capacity of the allotment.”

4130.3-3 "Following consultation, cooperation, and coordination with the affected lessees or
permittees, the State having lands or responsible for managing resources within the area, and the
interested public, the authorized officer may modify terms and conditions of the permit or lease
when the active grazing use or related management practices are not meeting the land use plan,
allotment management plan or other activity plan, or management objectives, or is not in
conformance with the provisions of subpart 4180 of this part. To the extent practical, the
authorized officer shall provide to affected permittees or lessees, States having lands or
responsibility for managing resources within the affected area, and the interested public an
opportunity to review, comment and give input during the preparation of reports that evaluate
monitoring and other data that are used as a basis for making decisions to increase or decrease
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grazing use, or to change the terms and conditions of a permit or lease.”

4160.1(a) “Proposed decisions shall be served on any affected applicant, permittee or lessee, and
any agent and lien holder of record, who is affected by the proposed actions, terms or conditions,
or modification relating to applications, permits and agreements (including range improvement
permits) or leases, by certified mail or personal delivery. Copies of proposed decisions shall also
be sent certified to the interested public.”

4160.2 “Any applicant, permittee, lessee or other interested public may protest the proposed
decision under 4160.1 of this title in person or in writing to the authorized officer within 15 days
after receipt of such decision.

Protest:

Any applicant, permittee, lessee or other interested public may protest the livestock grazing
portion of this proposed multiple use decision under Sec 43 CFR 4160.2, in person or in writing
to: :

Colin P. Christensen

AFM Renewable Resources
Bureau of Land Management
Winnemucca District Office
5100 E. Winnemucca Blvd.
Winnemucca, NV 89445

The protest must be filed within 15 days of receipt of this decision. The protest, if filed, should
clearly and concisely state the reason(s) as to why the proposed decision is in error.

Subsequent to the protest period, a final multiple use decision will be issued specifying the
appeal procedures.
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FUTURE MONITORING AND GRAZING ADJUSTMENTS

The Winnemucca District will continue to monitor the Wilder-Quinn Allotment. The monitoring
data will continue to be collected in the future to provide the necessary information for
subsequent evaluations. These evaluations are ne¢essary to determine if the allotment specific
objectives are being met under the new grazing management strategy. In addition, these
subsequent evaluations will determine if adjustments are required to meet the established
allotment specific objectives.

The Wilder-Quinn Allotment is scheduled to be re-evaluated in FY 2004 unless monitoring data
indicates another re-evaluation is required sooner.

Sincerely yours,

Tt

Colin P. Christensen
AFM Renewable Resources
Winnemucca District
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certified cc:

Denny Land & Cattle CO. LLL .
Roger and Marsha Colby

Bob de Braga

Dufurrena Sheep CO.

Tim Dufurrena

Natural Resources Defense Council
Sierra Club-Toiyabe Chapter

Craig Downer

The Wilderness Society

USFWS Sheldon National Wildlife Refuge
Desert Bighorn Council
NDOW-Fallon
NDOW-Winnemucca

Mr. John Marvel

Nevada Cattleman’s Association
Nevada Farm Bureau Federation
USFWS

Sagebrush Chapter, Trout Unlimited
Wild Horse Organ. Assist.

Commission for the Preservation of Wild Horses

Humbolt County Commissionars
Oregon Dept. of Fish and Wildlife
Resource Concepts Incorporated
State Clearinghouse
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August 27, 1998

FINAL WILDER-QUINN
ALLOTMENT EVALUATION SUMMARY

INTRODUCTION

A. Wilder-Quinn (00047)

B. Permittees - Denny Land and Cattle CO. LLL, Roger and Marsha Colby,
Dufurrena Sheep Company

C. Evaluation Period March 1, 1985 to present

D.  Selective Management Category I

INITIAL STOCKING LEVEL

A.

2.5

3.

BHLL

Livestock

1. Grazing Use (AUMs)

- a. .. The total number of animal unit months of specified livestock
SO elrion s 2TAZING:
Denny Land - . Alex
. and Cattle CO.  Colby Dufurrena e
' 13,877 102 © 400 £ b
b. Suspend Preference s 0 0

Season of Use:
A.  Denny Land and Cattle'l(:érrii)::;n)}:"Mzii'ch 01 to February 28
B. Roger and Marsha Colby: Decembei‘IOI to February 28

C.  Alex Dufurrena: April 01 to May 20

Kind and Class of Livestock - Cattle (cow/calf), Sheep
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4. Percent Federal Range:

A. Denny Land and Cattle Company: 92% - (1,207 AUMs exchange-of-use)

B. Roger and Marsha Colby - 100%

G Alex Dufurrena - 83%

- Grazing System

A. Denny Land and Cattle Company:

1

The following is a basic schedule of the grazing system used by
the Denny Land and Cattle Company (formally called the Quinn
River Crossing Ranch) since 1995:

Spring Grazing:
Bog Hot

250 C  03/01 to 05/31 ' 738 ‘AUMs

“““North of Quinn River Ranch/Lone Mountain/Houghland

Seeding/Denio Seeding/Quinn Seeding/North Wilder

1210 C-03/01 to 05/31 3367 AUMs
400'C-'06/01'to 06/30 363 AUMs

|
Antelope
Ly

o hosoagd

200 C 03/01 to 06/30 738 AUMs

L AXE ' Sumrhe_r/FaIl Grazing:

Mahogany

150 C 06/01 to 08/15 345 AUMs

?’i? 2L AR IR 11 5.2 N, |
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NE

Summer Pastures (Maggie Creek/Cottonwood Creek and Wilder
Creek/Little Wilder Creek/Sagehen/Shyster Creek)

1210 C 06/01 to 06/30 1098 AUMs
1810 C 07/01 to 08/15 2518 AUMs

The Maggie Creek/Cottonwood . Creek and Wilder/Little
Wilder/Sagehen/Shyster Creek use areas are used on a rotational
basis with one use area being rested per year. In addition, livestock
may be pulled out of the summer use area scheduled for use in late
July/early August and into the Lone Mountain or North Wilder
field due to water or forage conditions in the summer use area.

Lone Mountain/North Wilder/Denio Seeding/Quinn Seeding/
Houghland Seeding/North .of Quinn River Ranch

1810 C 08116 to 08!23 438 AUMS
980 C. 08/24 to 09/15 682 AUMs

South of Qumn River Ranch

300 C 09»‘01 to lOflS 408 AUMS

"..'-‘—.-,..'-‘1"
BN LY O BB -_,._:.1."-_,’

5 .Wmter Grazmq.

il Sy e te i o At 2]

: Qumn RJVCI’ Ranch Use Area

3L U
638 C 11/01 to 02/28 ”_2318"AUMS S

a8y Forribmmuet ot : :
Quinn River Ranch Use ‘Area mc]udes 1) south of Quinn River

‘Ranch, 12) /BilkCreek,-east -of :Quinn River Ranch/Dufurrena

Lambing grounds 3) west of Qumn River Ranch 4) nonh of. ¢

*...Quinn River Ranch ;.

Bog Hot - 0 50 i OO

250 C 11!01 to 02!28 907 AUMS

In 1985 the W1Ider-B11k Allotmcnt was separated into the Wilder-
Quinn and Bilk Creek allotment by rangeline agreement. The
Wilder-Quinn Allotment occupies 82% percent of the old Wilder-
Bilk allotment. Livestock numbers, use periods, and AUMs have
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varied greatly year from year since 1985. The following is a basic
schedule of the grazing system used by the Quinn River Ranch
until 1994 when the base properties was sold to the Denny Land
and Cattle Company:’

Winter/Early S_pn‘ng Use Areas

Bog Hot Ranch area and Continental Lake - includes McGee
Mountain and Mustang Springs:

400 C  11/01'to 02/28 1452 AUMs
400.C 03!01 t0_03f31 375 AUMs

North of Wllder Ranch

393 C - 12/01 to 02/28 1054 AUMS
393 C 03/01 to 03!31 383 AUMS

Quinn River Ranch Use area (QRR)

400 C 12/01 to 02/28 '1089 AUMs
400 C 03!01 to 03!31 3‘?5 Aws
Qumn River Ranch Use Area mcludes 1) south of Qumn River
Ranch, 2) Bilk Creek, eastof “Quinn River Ranch/Dufurrena
Lambing grounds, 3) wcst of Qumn River Ranch :

FIES v*uj e i
, ggnng Use Area _
LR eSO o FONE L D
_ i ; Lone Mountam burn area
FITE pntEY gk £ el SRR S '3"-&""‘; "r}f.-"-:”'
s uiismst s 01235°C 0401 t5 057312261 AUME
SRR S 1§ e By : Fillo o e e geduie k

Demo Houghland and Qumn River Seedings

275 C  04/01 to 04/30 250 AUMs'
275 c_ _ 05{01 tq 0_5_;31 __25_8 AUM_S.

These seedings are in a three pasture rest-rotation system. w1th one
~ pasture bemg rested each year : :

)

3

' ,-'-".1::5’ it ‘;,2,? 1abfi
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eaan Udg o

“1200C 0901 to 10/31" 369 AUMs

Ly T 10 3R S s o neim ('l
... - South of Quinn River Ranch

Antelope

450 C 04/01 to 05/31 830 AUMs
Summer Use Areas

Mahogany

150 C -061'01 to 08/15 345 AUMs

Maggie Creek/Cottonwood Creek, Big/Little Wilder Creeks,
Sagehen/ Shyster Creek use areas

1810 C 06/01 to 07/08 2026 AUMs
1810 C 07/09 to 08/15 2135 AUMs

These use areas are in a three pasture rest-rotation system with one
use area being rested each year. :

Lone Mountain burn use area

11810 C 08/16 10, 08/23 438 AUMs
| 980 C 08/24 to 08/31" 237 AUMs

. " Livestock are trailed out of the I_Maggie Creek/Cottonwood Creek,
' Big/Little Wilder Creeks, SagehenfShystcr Creek use areas into the -
., , Lone Mountain burn use area and then trailed to tlw Quinn River
Ranch

ol sy duond

T

Bris Co_Iby"'Permit:

““*'The Colby permit is as follows: 34 C 12/01 to 02/28 102 AUMs. Use
__is made in the flats east of Demo and west of Wilder Creek.

C. .. 3 Dul{"urre'na Permit:

_In accordance with the 1985 Rangeline Agreement, the Dufurrena Sheep
Company has a 400 AUM sheep preference for lambing and trailing in the
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Wilder-Quinn allotment. Lambing occurs during the months of April and
May with all sheep within the boundary of the Bilk Creek allotment by
May 20. The lambing grounds are in the Deep Creek - Bilk Creek
Reservoir area. The Dufurrena permit is as follows:

1467 S 04/01 to 05/20 400 AUMs

B. Wildlife Use

1

Wildlife Species

a. Reasonable number AUMs
1) Mule deer 1,266
2) Antelope _ 208
3) Bighorn Sheep 63

b.  Wildlife Use Areas

McGee Mtn. DW-8

Quinn River DY-6

Pine Forest DW-7, ”

Jackson Mountams DY 18

Pine Forest DS-8
_ Pueblo Mountain DY- 16 S

Lone Mountain DW 112

3 ‘ .[ -il.:l - .-?»\_, |

~Bilk Creek DS- 74 ';o" o

900 acres
3,474 acres

., 11,351 acres
e 1,174 acres
"~ 5,458 acres

. 2,394 acres
4 232 acres

"'-"" 14 135 acres

" Bilk Creek DY-9 . 14,953 acres
Trout Creek DS-4 i orhysicad | ,148 acres
Denio PY-1 (kS 5% o §4,348 acres
McGee Mtn. PW e e 708 acres
Alta Creek PW- 2 ot .. 1,140 acres
Alta Creek PS-1" 2 * 1,597 acres
Pueblo Mountains PY-2 8,676 acres
Big Creek PY-4 " 245 acres
Deep Creek PS-5 11,063 acres
Trout Creek PS-4 - 8,940 acres
Black Mtn. PW-3 5,315 acres

Wilder Creek PW-6
Pine Forest BY-7
McGee Mtn. BY-10
Pueblo Mountains BY-9

10,668 acres

o 19,257 acres

902 acres

% 6,348 acres
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E. Wild Horses and Burros

1.

Wild Horses

The Wilder-Quinn Allotment intersects the Jackson Mountain HMA (Herd
Management Area) at the extreme northern tip of the HMA.
Approximately 3,400 acres of the HMA is in the allotment. The HMA
boundary includes only the steep rough mountain at the north tip of the
Jackson Mountains within the Wilder-Quinn Allotment. The current horse
use area includes a descending ridge and associated flats out to the
Leonard Creek Road. See appendix II, Map xx.

- Wild horses occupied the Jackson Mountain area at the time of the passage

of PL-92-195. As such, they'willl be managed as an integral component
of the ecosystem. This allotment was not mentioned in a 1988 Land Use
Plan amendment that did list adjacent allotments as horse management
areas. Conversely, the area was not listed "horse free". It is not known
why this oversight occurred. It is probable that the information available
at that time was not complete and horses may well have been utilizing this
allotment during the winter, as they now do. This possibility is based on
the ease with which horses now move between the Happy Creek Allotment

‘and the Wilder-Quinn. A major horse trail goes around the end of the

fence where it ties into thé rocks on the east slope of the Jackson
Mountains. _In addition, .a gather conducted 12/88-1/89 captured and
removed = horses from the Wllder-Qumn Allotrnent A 1969 census -

- flight 1dent1ﬁed horses near the area m questlon and a 1977 step 3 URA* i
: estlmated 7 AUM s of horse use for the W1Ider—Qu1nn Allotment

o4 : The horses that use the W1Ider-Qumn Allotment are part of the north herd
~ which occuptes the Jackson Mountams HMA. This herd currently utilizes

portions of four allotments. Wllder-Qumn, Happy Creek, Bottle Creek and

.. Deer Creek. . Deer Creek is the only allotment on which an evaluation has
" been completed and an Appropriate Management Level (AML) has been

established. This document, along with the Proposed and Final Multiple-

‘use Decisions, will establish an AML for the Wilder-Quinn allotment. In

addition, an allotment ,evalu_atlon is currently being conducted for the
Happy Creek allotment and an evaluation is scheduled for the Bottle Creek

allotment _this year. AML's will be established through both these

documents

At this time, 125/130 horses inhabit the fourr allotments. Movement
between allotments has been managed as one herd regardless of the
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¥og = fg o
TS

: usmg this area Wthh is’ near the estabhshed AMI. of 41

v - X jj i ”«a “l L I"- JidaT f’u J’

allotment they may be inhabiting at any point in time.
Burros

Burros currently use the Bog Hot area of the Wilder-Quinn Allotment. At
least 15 burros are presently within these boundaries. A group of seven
has been seen alonig the west flank of the Pueblo Mountains; A band of
six moves between BLM administered land and Sheldon Antelope Refuge
in the vicinity of Bog Hot Well on the Alder Creek/Wilder-Quinn
boundary fence; two have been observed in the vicinity of Continental
Lake. These burros are well outside HMA boundaries (See map 1,
appendix II for burro location).

‘The Alder Creek Allotment Evaluation Final Multiple Use Decision states

in part, "Adjust the HMA boundary during the Resource Management Plan
(RMP) Process to include Bog Hot and Gridley Lake pastures within the
Alder Creek Allotment. Delete those portions of the HMA within the
Wilder-Quinn and Knott Creek Allotments. Set the initial AML at 41
burros as per the Paradise-Denio Resource Area Management Framework
Plan.". This decision means burros will be removed from the Wilder-Quinn
Allotment and burros in the Alder Creek Allotment be managed in the area
identified as the anary Burro Use Area south of the north boundary of
Alder Creek Allotment ;_ """ : :

b0 o L MR D '-_";EI 1 ” W 1.:':

‘z

The McGee burro herd and ad_;acent burros located on the Sheldon Natural

Wlldhfe Refuge (SNWR) are beheved to be the most northern herd of .o

burros 1n the Umted States 'I'hese burros have probably never used the
"HMA except ‘for the lower foothills along the east edge of the boundary

. The decision to adjust the boundary to include the primary burro use area <.

“on ‘the Alder Creek Allotment is logxcal CAt Ieast 44 burros are presently i i

Wnld Burros have moved back and forth between the SNWR and BLM
~administered lands for years. The refuge has' conducted at least one gather

~ of burros in 1977 and it is believed this’ actmty may have kept the
numbers’ of burros ‘down on BLM administer lands. The U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service is currently fencing its boundaries to eliminate livestock
~ drift from public lands onto refuge lands. Once the last segment of the
fence is complete the movement of burros across jurisdictional boundaries
should be minimized. This fence should be completed by the summer of
1996
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Even though land administer by the Fish and Wildlife Service are not
covered under Public Law 92-195, they have identified wild horse and
burro management as a legitimate use of their lands through their planning
process. Between 75 and 125 wild horses and 30 to 60 burros is "a level
which the Service believes would allow adequate forage for native wildlife
species...' ' These are their target Icvels for management of Wild Horses
and Burros in the refuge.

SUPPORT OF FINAL MUD FROM ALDER CREEK ALLOTMENT
- EVALUATION'

The burros presently inhabit both allotments (Alder Creek and Wilder- .
Quinn) so they must be considered in both Allotment Evaluations. The
Multiple Use Decision from the Alder Creek Allotment Evaluation has
received review by effected interests and the decision is final. After
monitoring and review of all pertinent information, the decision is
supported in this evaluation due to the following: ;

L. The burros within the Wildcr;Q.uinn Allotment range near Highway
140 which is a major paved highway between Denio and Lakeview
Oreoon It is probable some burros will be hit by vehicles if we

YOl B agigey S

2 These burros are at least 7 miles outside HMA boundanes They" s
are on the other side of a fence and across’'a main lughway from
the I—IMA and the pnmary burro use area. : 3 44

i Tas At A

A 3.I . The, fragmented nature of that pOrthIl of the - Wllder—Qumn
- T YANotment ‘south of Highway 140 'and the Sheldon Wildlife Refuge
preclude burro management unless 4 miles of fence is removed and

allotment boundanes are changed £
! IR Sluaraed . o7

4 Centralizing burro managei'nent in one allotment will facilitate
ers e lanagement.
5. Relocating the burros from the Wilder-Quinn Allotment to the

~Alder Creek AlIotment is not an option because burro numbers are
alrcady above AML in the ‘Alder Creek Allotment.

rLy 21
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II. ALLOTMENT PROFILE

A.

' Objectives .,

Description

The Wilder-Quinn River Allotment is located in the Denio Planning Unit. The
Northwestern portion is approximately 115 miles northwest of Winnemucca,
Nevada, along the Oregon border in the vicinity of Denio, Nevada. The
southeastern portion is located north and south of State Highway 140 on Nine
Mile Road near Quinn River Crossing. The elevation varies from 5,000 to 7,400
feet. Soils are volcanic and granite in origin. ~ Lower elevation vegetation by
shadscale and greasewood. The higher elevations have sagebrush, bitterbrush,
aspen and Mountain Mahogany. Grass species include Indian ricegrass, bluebunch
wheatgrass, Idaho fescue and Nevada bluegrass.

Acreage
78 Allotment Totals
a. . Total Acres . 204,007

AW sl ST LB pend eGiiE 01 9inBe0d
C. Private Acres 14,381
SETERP O R T B F rerrtd 220
) 0tz 12010 8l oS

. (” ?I_

& Allotment Managemcnt Plan (AMP)

WITTEen

:. _The followmU objcctlves werc Ehols:é }1stcd in the 1972 Wilder-Bilk
.. Allotment AMP VR T &

STHET SDUHDTIC
IS0

a. To chstnbute water ovcr entlre allotment so forage can. be
- effectively utilized. . . . . - 5 '

hd I EE
b. To limit effect of fire and“ést-ablis'ﬁ browse species.

&L 2% e separatc sprmg and summer rangc keepmg livestock from
; rnovmg hlgher beforc forage is ready

d. To decrease sagebrush, rabbitbrush and iris in wet meadows thus
increasing sagegrouse habitat and reducing: erosion.

10
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€.

2. Land Use Plan (Resource Area Wlde)

a.

To increase useable forage production in the crested wheatgrass
seedings.

To increase Sandberg bluegrass, squirreltail, Indian ricegrass,
needlegrass and bluebunch wheatgrass on lower elevation ranges
from 2% to 15%.

To increase the percentage of grasses (Mountain brome, Idaho
fescue and red top plus those mentioned above) from 6% to 15%
and the percentage of forbs such as hawksbeard, balsamroot,
western yarrow, sweetanise and penstemon, over the entire’
allotment from 3% to 15%. :

To slow down and or stop gully erosion along water channels.

To provide a multiple use orientated management plan for this
allotment with the use of livestock.

To provide flexible turnout dates which correspond to forage
readiness.

.To dev_e_lop water with wildlife_ nggds_ in mind.

To devclop a management plan which will restrict 11vestock

movement thus gwmo deer more space to roam.

To develop a management plan that supphes 'adeﬁ'-Iuatg forage for all

. grazing animals regardless of annual ﬂuctuauons in " forage
""’producnon G '

, o
Fekd

o )

e o 09 A

BV S YRR

Objective RM-I

g provide fdrag:e on a sustained yield basis through natural

regeneration. Reverse downward deterioration of public grazing
lands by improving 1,000,000 acres in poor condition to fair
condition, and 400, 000 acres in fair condition to good condition

'w1th1n 30 years.

11




Final Wilder-Quinn Allotment Evaluation August 27, 1998

b.

,Rangeland Program Summary e
I‘; gy i

These‘”objectlvcs wére ‘those that wcre lxsted pnor to the 1985 rangehne"‘t“'-__-_,;-. Faci

' Objective W-2

Objective RM-2

Increase existing allocable livestock forage by artificial methods
from the present 103,721 AUMs to approximately 193,472 AUMs
(89,751 AUM increase) within 30 years.

Obijective WL-1

Improvement and maintenance of a sufficient quantity, quality, and
diversity of habitat for all species of wildlife in the planning area.

" Objective W-1

Preservation and improvement of quality water necessary to support
current and future uses. '

Provi_sion of adequate water to support public land uses.

~ Objective W-3

! S S i vt goadsul a1 _ : e

Reduction of soil loss and associated flood and sediment damage . :
;. from_public lands caused by accelerated erosion (man mduccd)
B .from wind and watcr H , - o :

O

agreement separating the Wllder-Bllk “Allotment into the Wllder—Qumn and <

Bilk Creek Allotments

H te

yHA 59, 'ﬁu::'-"f £17:1 1 s CA0 12 TR

R

L1vestock Managemcnt_Object__lvcs

e !

. 1., Increase available forage to sustain an active preference of
i 2 419 AUMs. Sl o8
iy i ; Int{p;o‘vc ranoe condmon from poor to fair on 30,932 acres

by 1mp1ementmg a COmbmatlcm deferred-rotation and rest-
rotation grazing system on both thc summer and spring
seasonal use areas. -

12,




Final Wilder-Quinn Allotment Evaluation August 27, 1998

3. Fence, where necessary, crucial meadows and riparian
areas.
b. Wildlife Management Objectives
14 Manage rangeland habitat and forage condition to support

reasonable numbers of wildlife demand as follows:

Deer 1,266 AUMs
Antelope 208 AUMs
Bighorn Sheep 63 AUMs
2. Protect known sage grouse breeding complexes and future

grounds identified.

y 3. Encourage the development of a beaver control program
with NDOW.

4. . . Allotment Objectives

3 ) Th_é_ allotment épeéific _bbjécti_vcs tie the AMP, LUP, and RPS objectives
~ together into quantified objectives for this allotment.

a8 Short term; .

PSREA) . 25100, %0

50% on Ma°gie, S.Fk Cottonwood, Wilder and Little
wu, Wilder Creeks. ., - - oy
{ ‘-.i I . .._'1‘ 1 ;
2 Utilization of key plant species on wetland riparian habltats
ot aets wpsadsem o edoe ovc shall not exceed 50%. ¢
> 3.5 ':‘Uti‘lizat'ibr'{ of kéy }ﬁalant species in upland habitats shall not
exceed 50%.

Wi Utilizétion'of crested wheatgféss in the seedings shall not
exceed 50%.

13
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b. Long Term

5 Manage, maintain and improve public rangeland conditions
to provide forage on a sustained yield basis for big game,
with an initial forage demand of 1,266 AUMs for mule
deer, 208 AUMs for pronghorn, and 63 AUMs for bighorn
sheep.

A. Improve to and maintain 59,219 acres of mule deer
habitat in good or excellent condition.

b gt Improve to and maintain 24,231 acres of pronghorn
habitat in good condition. Improve to and maintain
110,394 acres of pronghorn habitat in fair or good

condition.

C.” -~ Improve to and maintain 26,507 acres of bighorn
sheep habitat in good or excellent condition.

2 Manage, maintain, and improve public rangeland conditions
_ 22 AL+ to provide forage on a sustained yield basis for livestock,
HRY, Bahh R ; wnth an initial stocking level of 13 877 (AMP 1,c,f,g,i,j,l,m,
Y RM-1/RM-2; W-3, RPSalB)
3. Improve range condition from poor to fair on 155,836 acres  +
i and from fair to good on 23, 364 acres. (AMP 1 -a-m, RM
X den g guin !tl n 113k Sk RM 2 RPS a 2) 49 L8 2 : g
; {37 bt "'.':-E_]'i.."i-:v‘" kst B 1) J-(J a1 ":-n A '-’_ :
4. Improve ot ‘maintain 29 acres of Ceanothus with good agc"
: : class dlStI‘l_bth]OI‘l (WL _1 4, 1. Il)
BRAARFAGIT DEBIITY G0, 430008 | i
| 35, IrnBrgve" cr ‘Mainitain 1 ,370 acres of mahogany stands to "

: ensure good reproduction and maximize recruitment within = -
~“"the stand (WL"1.4,1.12, F 1,'1.2).

6. Improve or maintain 468 acres of aspen stands to ensure
w7 " good ‘reproduction ‘and maximize recruitment within the
stand (WL 1.3, 1.5,°1.11, 1.21, 1.24, REC 2.10).

7. Improve or maintain 259 acres of riparian and meadow

habitat to ensure species diversity and quality, and
-maximize reproduction and recruitment of woody riparian

14




Final Wilder-Quinn Allotment Evaluation August 27, 1998
species (W1 1.5, 1.3, F 1.1, 1.3).

8. Improve the following stream habitat conditions from 55%
on Wilder Creek, 41% on Little Wilder Creek, to an overall
optimum to 60% or above. (AMP 1-h, RM-1, WL-1, W-1,

W-2, W-3)
a. Streambank cover 60% or above.
b. Streambank stability 60% or above.
(- Maximum summer water temperatures below
707 E. '
9.- Protect sage grouse strutting grounds and brooding areas.

Maintain a mmtmum of 30% cover of sagebrush for nesting
and wmter use.. .

10.  Improve _to and I'm.a'intain the seeded pastures in good
condition (5-10 acres per AUM). (AMP 1-g, RM-1, RM-2)

i1 Improve to and ‘maintain the ‘water quality of S. Fk.
Cottonwood Maggne and Wilder Creeks to the state criteria
set for,the followmg beneficial uses: livestock drinking
water, . cold water ‘aquatic life, w1ldhfe propagation, and
wadmg (water contact recreataon) (AMP 1 e,k WL 1 W- <

L2 Improve or, maintam 33 055 aéirgs of mountam browse'ff.'
habitat w1th good reproductton and recruttment :
f {1\ o S i HHJ’“r’
5. 'The followmor are the standards for rangeland health as developed in
_.consultatation., w1th the Slerra Front Northwestern Great Basin Area
Resource Advisory Councﬂ other mterested pubhcs and approved by the
Secretary of the Interior on February 12, 1997. - e

, S S

8. . Soil proces:s'es \'ikil_l be'approptiate to soil' types, climate and land
., form. R :

By Iiipariaru'wetlandi s'ysteﬁfs;'afe in proper]if fur{ctionjng condition.

C. Water quality criteria in Nevada and Callfomta State Law shall be

achieved or maintained.

15
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d. Populations and communities of native plant species and habitats
for native animal species are healthy, productive and diverse.

e. Habitat conditions meet the life cycle requirements of special

species.

Forage Species Monitored

1. Upland Habitat
Code Scientific Names Common Name
STTH, Stipa thurberiana Thurber's needlegrass
SIHY Sitanion hystrix bottlebrush squirreltail
POSE * ' Poa secunda Sandberg bluegrass
EICI, - Elymus cinereus basin wildrye
AGIN, Agropyron intermedium intermediate wheatgrass
. AGCR Agropyron cristatum crested wheatgrass
. “AGSP ** Agropyron spicatum bluebunch wheatgrass
FEID ' Festicua“idahoensis = Idaho fescue
BRMA Bromus marginatus mountain brome
" PONE, hIPoa Nevedensis '+ ‘Nevada bluegrass
“SPAI " “Sporobolus’ a1r01des 2 alkali sacaton
Al A CRACL; s “'Crepis ‘acuminata”' tapertip hawksbeard
1919 YISEIN ' Senecio i gtggcnmus lambstongue groundsel
31 WV A G K0T ‘Balsamhoriza s ag;ta balsamroot :
MEOF Medicao spp. alfalfa
_RIBES __ _ Ribes spp. " ':_currant
e 'AMELA <UL Amalanchier” SpD. "'serwceberry
FIIVISPUTR 77490 Plirshid tridentata” bitterbrush
SYMPI—I §ymghoncaggu Spp. snowberry
o A’I‘CO Atnplex confectifolia’ 2"'*shadscale
T SAVE '/ “Sarcobatus’ vermlculatus __ i greasewood
# PP ARSP " ““"Artemisia spinescens' budsage
GRSP *'Grayia spinosa ~ spiny hopsage
TEGL Tetradymia glabrata - horsebrush
““HOLDO " "“"Holodiscus spp. *~ “*“*“ ' oceanspray
CEANO Ceanothus spp. ceanothus
CELE Cercocgp lcdlfollus mountain mahogany
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2

Riparian Habitat

Code Scientific Name Common Name
CAREX Carex spp. sedge

JUNCU Juncus spp. rush

SALIX Salix spp. willow

ROSA Rosa spp. rose

POPR Poa pratensis Kentucky bluegrass
POTR; Populus tremuloides Aspen

PRVI Prunus virginiana - chokecherry

E. Other Information

L

The Wilder fires in July 1985, burned 32,005 acres of public and private
land resulting in a fire closure and temporarily suspended 2,716 AUMs in
the Wilder-Quinn allotment. ' '

Rehabilitation projects for both fires were initiated and resulted in 6,450
acres being reseeded. For more information see project file listed above,
located in the Paradise-Denio Resource area.

Habitat Improvement Projects
The Sagehen meadow exclosure and checkdams project were completed in

1967 to improve sage grouse habitat. Two artificial watering devices were .
constructed in 1985 to provide water for upland and big game.: - &

Pronghorn populations have increased in the burned area in response to the =

rehabilitation of the Wilder fires.

In August, 1991, the Lovely Fire burned 3460 acres in portions of the
Wilder-Quinn allotment. As a result of the fire, the Sagehen/Shyster Creek
use area was rested from livestock grazing by agreement for two years.
Livestock grazing was re-initiated in the use area in 1994.

In 1994, the Quinn River Ranch base properties were sold to the Quinn
River Crossing Ranch, L.C. The company was later renamed the Denny
Land and Cattle Company L.L.L.

In 1994, Nolan Edward's lease of the base property owned by Mary
Waldkirch expired. This permit reverted back to Mrs. Waldkirch. In 1997,
Mrs. Waldkirch sold the base property to Roger and Marsha Colby and

17
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and a transfer of the grazing privileges was initiated and completed.

s In 1995, the SNWR initiated construction of a boundary fence along the
Refuge - public land boundary in the Bog Hot area to prevent livestock
access onto refuge land. The fence was completed in late 1996.

8. In 1997, Denny Land and Cattle Company constructed the Cold Springs
drift fence to prevent livestock drift from the Continental Lake area into
the Antelope use area. In addition, the Wilder #4 and #3 drift fence are
scheduled to be constructed in 1997.

IV. MANAGEMENT EVALUATION

A. Purpose

The pﬁrpose of the monitoring evaluation is to determine if current management
practices are meeting the allotment specific and Land Use Plan objectives and to
identify management changes needed to meet objectives.

3 il

b e -~ ded T

ASTENE T ry g fo ]y < el e

MR R R O 0 8 Tl e M) ) b LoB Ty exkad ol 0 LAt

. 1Y SO ST L. 1 1 SRl R i

IO SSEM, SV O NGR - GANL 1R B EHefiad

niug gealileagiag ts

2t el i TR Ls e tas Kl tiates
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o Ll I e Yyt b
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B. Summary of Studies Data
1L Actual Use
a. Livestock

Quinn Denny Land & Cattle CO./
Year River Ranch Quinn River Crossing Ranch Waldkirch Colby Dufurrena Total

1997 0 11,121 0 102 404 11,627
1996 0 12,244 0 0 128 (12,372
1995 0 11,895 0 0 253 12,148
1994 0 111,962 0 ) 101 12,063
1993* - 9,399 1,089 0 0 169 10,657
1992 - 11,389 0 24 0 83 11,506
1991 11,550 0,z 50, 0 67 11,667
1990 5,366 ol 97 0 272 5,736
1989 8,588 0 . 86 0 0 8,674
1988 6,342 ! 0 0 0 39 6,381
1987 6,425 0, 63 0 0 6,488
1986 7,287, 0 g ¢ 1 0 0..+7287
1985 ....6,978 0, 80 0 0 6978

D v TR f
' R Y Sngisioia
b. Wlldhfe (emstmg numbcrs)

IFE Y

California. blghom shéep we}e. relcased in; 1985 on Mahogany-.:-":-}'- o

Mountain in the Pme Forest Range and now use this area as part
of their normal use area. Additional bighorn sheep were released
on the SNWR in 19?3’:!r and now use a portlon of McGee Mountain
| . " on this,allotment as part of their use area. Bighomn sheep which
AT A SRR S were relcascd on the Oregon portion of the Pueblo Mountains in
NETA ST 1976 have extended their use area down to include the Nevada
portion of that range including this allotment.

O

A Roger and Marsha Colby bought the base propertles assoc1ated with the
Waldkirch permit and initiated a transfer for the gra21ng privileges. The
transfer was completed in 1997. . LA R

? In 1993,' the Quinn River Crossing Ranch L.C./(now known as the Denny
Land and Cattle CO). bought the base properties associated with the Quinn
River Ranch permit and initiated a transfer of the grazing privileges. The
transfer was completed in 1994.

19
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. Table 2. Estimated Numbers and Foraue Demand for Mule Decr andi. 5
‘. e Pronghom in the Wﬂdcr Qu{mn Allotment for Years 1989 Through 1994

Elk have been observed in this allotment in 1993, 1994, and 1995.

. Table 1. Percentage of Mule Deer and Pronghorn Winter, Summer, and

Yearlong Habitat in the Wilder-Quinn Allotment compared to units 031
and 032 as a whole

Species Unit 'Winter Summer Yearlong Winter +  Total
Yearlong  Habitat

Mule = - ' :

Deer 031 9.82 13.74 15.60 14.80 14.49
Mule : -
Deer 032 12.99 -~ '10.00 12.57 935
Pronghorn 031 37.71 8.54 ©420.16 2325 . 1921°
Pronghorn 032 17.96 ——go - 21.42 20.74 17.46

Using this information, estimates of mule deer and pronghorn
numbers were derived by multiplying the above percentages for
winter and yearlong habitat by the hunt unit estimate for mule deer
and pronghorn populations. The total for each hunt unit is
combined to arrive at an allotment estimate of mule deer use in
numbers of animals. Next, the number of animals was multiplied
by the number of months (12) the animals were expcctcd to be -
present to arrive at an estimated annual forage dcmand for the' e
allotment (Table 2) :

TR T

d WA Y R R b

GRPI% Year3i<. 400 ““Mule' Deer*‘ i A Pronghom** e

s il Yof b NumbcrfAUMs arld s y Number/AUMs

[ mait] 904 A NEd TR “1427/1281' AUMs 382/ 917 AUMs

sldatt) 993 70 ol % 0% ‘301! 903"AUMs =% 349/ 838 AUMs

Bisar: 1o Hoh s 317/-951°AUMs ¢ YL 355/ 852 AUMs -
1991 715 712 2741 811254 AUMS 379/ 910 AUMs
1990 401/1203 AUMs 299/ 717 AUMs
1989 . 417/1251 AUMs 240/ 576 AUMs

* Evaluation methods used by Nevada Division of Wildlife (NDOW) beginning in n 1989 d:[‘f'ered from methods

o emp]oycd pnor to that, therefore, estimates pnor to 1989 were not included.

** Beginning in [992 proughm'n pcpulauons were estimated using a computer model clcveloped by NDOW :

“‘Mule - deer” populations ‘in the Wilder Quinn Allotment did not
experience the large decline in numbers over the winter of 1992-93

20
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that. occurred in other parts of Northern Nevada. The significant
change noted between 1993 and 1994 is due, in part, to a
modification by NDOW to previous estimates of 1992/93 winter
kill rates. It is now believed that winter death rates were not as
widespread.

These allotment population estimates are not intended to be used
as indicators of habitat condition or actual use in an allotment due
to the fact that several factors annually influence the actual

~ distribution of mule deer and pronghorn throughout their range.

" These same factors effect the accuracy of the population estimates
calculated by NDOW. This information is, however, adequate to
make determinations of long term trend for the area or the hunt
unit. In general, wildlife numbers have been fairly stable for mule
deer throughout the evaluation period, and increasing for
pronghorn.

C. Wild Horses

Wild horses seem to use the Wilder-Quinn Allotment on a sporadic
basis. During the spring and summer of 1995 wild horses were not
observed on this allotment. -On 8/31/95 3’ horses were seen and 14
horses were observed on 9/6/95. These observations are consistent
with movement of horses from the higher areas to the lower
foothills and flats in the Buff. Pcakauckbrush Spring area in.the = ..
SE comer of  the allotment, during August.. Nine horses were 5
identified using the area dunng the winter of 1993 On the ground
observations of old manure piles substantiate the fact that the are
is used regularly by wild horses. As more. monitoring ‘data‘is
collected on these horses, their movement pattems and seasonal =~ :
use of this allotment will, be better understood Water is not -
available within the HMA located in the Wllder-Qumn Allotment.
Water is available at an unnamed spring located in the NE corner

of the Happy Creek Allotment Thxs sprmg is easily accessible via

a major horse trail.

Range Condition

Based on observation, the horses utilizing this allotment are not
creating a problem in terms of range condition. Most of the use is
- being made during fall/winter months when the plants are dormant.
Overlap of use areas between wild horses and domestic livestock

21
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is minimal. It appears that horse use of this area is within the
bounds of a "thriving ecological balance."

Wild Burros

At least 15 burros are presently within the Bog Hot area of the
Wilder Quinn allotment. A group of seven has been seen along the
west flank of the Pueblo Mountains; A band of six moves between
BLM administered land and SWNR in the vicinity of Bog Hot
Well on the Alder Creek/Wilder-Quinn boundary fence; two have
been observed in the vicinity of Continental Lake.

2. = Climate
Precipitation Data

for
Kings River NOAA (1985-1995)

Growing Departure
_____ G 2. _Season ~ Yearly " From Normal
o AT 108 2.05 635M M
i e L S1986, o 6.82 M_ 1136 M- ‘M
N e 1087 T x40 2T B 65 v _;_EM
S 198800 2 16 > 7 2 FRS MM 0
ot R e 1989 ol 03,46 2 698M 2 Mo
S et ;;‘f;\_f_ 1990 i7s2e 2 2.76 7 B 218 M
211991 "= S 97 975M M
992 1AM 493;4 M
J j 1993537 1% 73 687128 1002 g -41*' |
; 1994 "262 782M SEM P
21995 et NA G NA S I NA
5 i 1296'___,1? 36_1I_M 96__93 M_' NA

Growmg season 01 March to 31 August -
~ M = Partial or mcomplete data 2 i
NA - Not Available e

D OENEE0TE Y2
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Precipitation Data
for
Denio NOAA Station(1985-1995)

Growing Departure

Year Season Yearly " From Normal

1985 2.32 6.45 M M

1986 4.74 10.39 M

1987 544 M 8.74 M M

1988 3.14 T.57 M

1989 4,37 7.35 M

1990 4.38 6.21 M

1991 9.69 11.43 M

1992 238 M 8.10 M M

1993 8.77 13.53 M
. 1994 270 7.21 -1.96
*~1995 NA NA NA

1996 4.68 10.91 M M

Growing season 01 March to 31 August
M - partial or incomplete data
_'NA - Not Available
3. ﬁtiliéaiibn
; i
The Key Forage Plant Method (KFPM) was employed to collect utilization
< measuremcnts ~ These transacts are at random 'locations throughout the

o allotment and no key areas have been estabhshed ‘The utilization classes
' are as follows: - SHOSE

No Use 0%.
Slight 1-20% '
Light 21-40%
‘Moderate ™ ' " 41-60%
Heavy =77 61-80%"

‘Severe 81-100%
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Utilization Data (KFPM)

Use area/

Year Pasture Species % Utilization Class
1985 Denio Seeding #3  AGCR 50 . moderate
1985 Denio Seeding #2  AGCR 63 heavy
1985 Denio Seeding #1 ~ AGCR 75 heavy
1985 Quinn River
Seeding #1 AGCR 55 moderate
' #2 AGCR 44 moderate
1993 Maggie Crk (Spade .
Cabin Meadow) Carex 71 . Heavy
Juncus 67 s . Heavy
Maggie #1 .. Feid 48 Moderate
Pose 10~ ., Slight
Agsp 46 . Moderate
Maggie #2 Feid 16 .4 _...Slight
Pose J axa . Slight
Agsp 46 Moderate
g 3 O e pm S e Slight
Maggie #3  ° Feid .. 44 "~ "~ Moderate
Pose ° i aceid s saed Shght
Agsp -39 N EIEE R T ight (g
Maggie #4 Feid 40 i MOd?F?tPZ
Pose - Slight -
=1 taslioniatl TSIhy v N 'J--,-“ 6,‘. = e
1994 2o, -..N Shyster Crk “rCarex i 56,5 :
y ] 3 i P I 5 l;u, i
soidn P o “on naade JunCus’__ 53 150G 1{' Ve (; mOderate SR T R
1994 Sagehen Meadow - Carex X 58 ey oo Jmoderatc = T S S
Juncus 58 “" “moderate
b. Use Pattern Mapping (UPM)_; i 'ri ? :

UPM (partial or complete) was completed m 1988 1989, 1990, 1991,
1992, 1994, 1995, 1996. .The following is a summary of this data.

The UPM is summarized below on a pasture by pasture, or use area,

basis. Actual use and licensed use were utilized for AUM computations
(see 3a of this section for utilization classes).
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1988
Data collected 02/28/89, 03/13/89 and 04/11/89.
Bog Hot Use Area

Quinn River Ranch:

200 C - 12/06/88 to 01/01/89 - 163 AUMs
340 C - 01/17/89 to 02/05/89 - 206 AUMs
390 C - 02/06/89 to 02/28/89 - 271 AUMs
390 C - 03/01/89 to 03/31/89 - 257 AUMSs AUMs

897 AUMs

Eighty percent of the Bog Hot use area was mapped. Approximately 3%
of the area mapped received heavy use, 5% moderate, 5% light, 79%
slight, and 8% no-use. Light use occurred approximately one mile
northeast of Bog Hot Ranch. Moderate use occurred 3/4 mile north of
State Route 140, on the road to Bog Hot Ranch. Heavy use occurred in the
vicinity of Bog Hot Well and north of the Ranch. Shght and no-use was
noted in rcmzumno areas of the use area

North Wilder Field
Qm&m

137 C - 11/20/88 to 02/05/89 W557 AUMs

One hundred percent of the Field was use pattcrr? mapped. Approximately ¥~
5% of the pasture received heavy use, 15% moderate, 25% light, and 55%
slight. Utilization was slight on the west side of the use area near Mud |
Spring, light for approximately 2 3/4 mile north of Wilder Ranch,
moderate utilization was found east and west of the Wilder Ranch Road

and north to the Oregon boarder. Heavy use was noted on crested
wheatgrass in the vicinity of Wilder Creek.” :
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L. 1989

g Houghland Scedmg

1988 - 1989

Quinn River Ranch Use Area

Quinn River Ranch:

448 C. 12/02/88 to 02/28/89 1206 AUMs
448 C 03/01/89 to 03/31/89 420 AUMs

Data collected 4/24, 4/27, 5/4, and 5/9/89

Approximately 75% of the area was use pattern mapped. 65% of the area
received heavy utilization, 10% moderate, 8% light, 14% slight, and 3%
no-use. Utilization was slight and light adjacent to the Quinn River Ranch,
south of Dufurrena's Ranch, and adjacent to the west boundary fence north

_of windmill #4240. Moderate and heavy use occurred east and west of the

windmill.

Utilization was heavy east of Leonard Creek Roaid' with slight to light use
west of the road down to the Quinn River. Bands of moderate use

“occurred adjacent to the aréas of heavy use. Moderate use occurred

southeast of the ranch in a meadow and associated upland areas.

o P, ‘7";!‘ i"‘fi r. . i D
Overall utilization was heavy in the Bilk Creek Reseérvoir area. Slight use -
occurred northwest of Ninemile Road and adja acent to Bilk Creek Reservoir
and eastward to the boundary fence. Shght use” occurred west of thc' A3

reservoir to Lady Bird Well. . - '9?..‘,,___“‘, e

¥ f: bl ol e tnogeg hsthaud onl)
hermngt rafeaa Bt o O

oy B T £ r \ e Y - i - :
res 4 K> FISar A0 e O i aglc At

o i 16
Qumn River Ranch: |

232 C - 04/01 to 05/31"- 428 AUMs
Data collected 06/21/89

One hundred percent of the seeding was mapped. Seventy percent of the
area received heavy use, 10% moderate, 7% light, 3% slight, and 10% no-

use. Heavy utilization occurred in the central portion of the pasture with
moderate use in the north, south and west portions of the pasture. Light
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use was found north of the Highway Maintenance Station and slight use
south of Houghland Spring.

Quinn River Seeding

Quinn River Ranch:

122 C - 04/01 to 05/31 - 225 AUMs
Data collected 06/21/89

The entire seeding was use pattern mapped. 35% received heavy use, 45%
moderate, 10% slight, and 10% no-use. Utilization was heavy in the
northern third of the area, moderate in the central portion and slight in the
southeast corner. No use occurred in the southwest corner of the use area.
Antelope Use Area

Quinn River Ranch:

300 C - 04/01 to 06/01 - 563 AUMs . .

Data collected 06!21:’89 T g L

Ly T ‘ ol KASTIRIES T

The entire use area was_use pattern mapped 10% of the area received Aroee

moderate use, 15% light, 50% slight, and 25% n no-use. Moderate use' wasj_-"_j'_

. found in the Denio Summit, Emigrant Pass, north of Thacker Canyon, and .
"""‘north of the Hamess Ranch. Shght and llght use was found in rt:rnalmng'._‘a;{_T

“areas.” No use occurred in steep areas north of Emlgrant Pass and north of

Ap )

6 R P, i By SO ik Y

Mahogany Mountam
bordbonns Arreakibie , Vet ' el
Tone: Moun_taln__ e :

Quinn River Ranch:

Data collected 09/29,30, 10/03 -05/89
503 C - 04/01 to 05/31 - 928 AUMs
One hundred percent of the Lone Mountain use area was use pattern

mapped. 10% of the area received heavy use, 15% moderate, 2% light, and
73% slight. Heavy and moderate use occurred in areas surrounding waters
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INTIEES TS nl
poTydatii PRI B

2% moderate, and 93% slight. Hcavy use occurred on the Wilder Creek

U L’-t.

“_"367c 06/01 to 08/31 - 1,021 AUMS

8 One hundred Pcrcent of the WlldCI’/LItﬂe Wﬂder use area was S use patte %
,‘._.maPPCd QAPprOxxmately 5% of the area recewed heavy utilization levels,

and in the area west of Mud Creek which was seeded as a result of the
Wilder Fires. Light use occurred in bands adjacent to areas of moderate
use. Slight use was found in the majority of the pasture.

Sagehen/Shyster Creek

Quinn River Ranch:

1367 C - 06/01 to 08/31 - 1,021 AUMs

Data collected 09/29,30, 10/03 -05/89

Seventy-five pércent of the use area was use pattern mapped. Five percent

of the area received heavy use, 80% moderate, and 15% slight. Heavy use
occurred . in upland meadows and associated creeks while moderate use
occurred in uplands adjacent to riparian areas. Slight utilization levels
occurred on Shyster Butte, below Spht Pcak and south of the Sagehen
Meadow complex.

Wilder/Little Wilder Creeks
Quinn River Ranch: ~~ 7 !

Data collected 09/29,30, 10/03 - 05/89 "

and Little Wilder Creek riparian areas and associated meadows. Moderate
use was found in adjacent upland habitats. Slight use was found in
remaining upland sites away from the ‘creeks.

1t -
1ayvir e SIS
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. A small area of hcavy use occurred north of the road leadmg to Cold_.___:;-‘_--:
: Spring.  Moderate use occurred at a road intersection in the eastern corner ... * -
“of the lake. Light use was found on the fringes of the lake.. Slight use = .
was found in the remaining portions of the use area. Isolated four-wing * = = "

1989 - 1990
Bog Hot/McGee Mt./Continental Lake

Quinn River Ranch:

249 C 11/29 to 04/14 1032 AUMs

One hundred percent of the use area was use pattern mapped.
Approximately 5% of the area received heavy use, 7% moderate use, 10%
light use, 50% slight, and 28% no-use. Heavy use occurred due east of the
Bog Hot ranch on the upper fans and extended in to a small pass which
leads towards Continental Lake, where heavy use occurred west of

_ Highway 140. Utilization in the vicinity of the ranch was slight with

heavy use along the USFWS/BLM boundary where small drainages
flattened out. Light use occurred on the western edge of Continental Lake,
adjacent to private land south of the ranch and southeast of Highway 1340
along the road leading to Alder Creek Ranch. Moderate use occurred
approximately one mile due south of the ranch and extended south to

_I-hghway 140 Browse use was slxght by lwcstock

Heavy use was found in the vicinity of the Bog Hot Well. Light use was -

" found on the road leadmg to the well Sl1ght use was found in remaining -
% areas. : :

it

37 ot ¢

saltbush shrubs had moderate to heavy use. .
Vicinity of Quinn River Ranch

Quinn River Ranch:

592 C 11/14 to 04/14 2722 AUMs
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it

Dufurrena;

37 C 04/25 to 04/25 1 AUMs
43 C 04/26 to 05/08 18 AUMs
71 C 05/09 to 05/09 2 AUMs
120 C 05/10 to 05/28 __75 AUMSs

96 AUMs

Total 2818 AUMs

One hundred percent of the area was mapped. 2% received heavy use,
10% moderate, 5% light, 63% slight, and 20% no-use. South of the ranch

_has slight utilization with a large area north of the Jackson Mountains

receiving no use.. Light use occurred adjacent to private land near Quinn

_River and east of the Ranch. Several isolated sand dunes sites and an area
adjacent to the powerlines had heavy use. West of the ranch had slight

use. Light use was found in bands adjacent to moderate use. The moderate

-use occurred adjacent to private lands and in the vicinity of Windmill #424

extending approximately one mile in all directions. . Utilization was slight
east of the ranch. Light use was found adjacent to private land near Bilk

Creek_Reservoir and near a gravel pit which was utilized as a water
. _source, Tcmporary non-renewable livestock use was authorized for Alex

Dufurrena in the Hot Springs Well area. Moderate use was found in the
vicinity of the well with slight in remammg areas.

. S 'Hcév'y e 0 occurred at Ladybxrd Wcll nght use was found to the east atlf o
441 »-the end of the pipeline. A large area in the Deep Creek drainage hadno = -
hvestocl( use.,Use was shght west of nghway 140

North Wilder Field

Quinn River Ranch: SeEH 1o e O
70 C 11/30 0 03/31 259 AUMs
Waldkirch:

93 C 02/01 to 03/31 _183 AUMSs
Total 442 AUMs
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One hundred percent of the field was use pattern mapped. Five percent of
the area received heavy utilization, 10% moderate, 2% light, 20% slight,
and 63% no-use. Heavy use occurred north of Wilder Ranch on both
native and seeded species. Heavy use also was found in a drainage which
parallels Wilder Creek. Moderate use occurred on crested wheatgrass on
the flat north of the ranch and extended north along the drainage. Light use
was found east of the drainage with slight use occurring in remaining
areas.

1990

Maggie Creek/Cottonwood Creek

Quinn River Ranch:

530 C - 6/1 to 8/15 - 1218 AUMs
- 100 C - 8/16 to 9/30 - _139 AUMs
: - 1357 AUMs

. Data collected 8/9,10/10,11,13/90

Approximately 75% of Maggie Creek/Cottonwood Creek was use pattern
... mapped. Of the area mapped, 2% received heavy use, 13% moderate, 10%
. light, 40% slight, and 35% no use. "Moderate use occurred along the
., Maggie Creek and the. North and South. branches. Regrowth was 1-6"
throughout the npanan area, The area ‘east of, Jack ‘Spade cabin had slight -
‘use which extended to the ndce top separatmg the Maggie Creek basin
from the Little Wilder basin. Slight use also. occurred adjacent to the
private land up Maggie Creek. Moderate use occurred on the flat area
along the ridge top leading to Cottonwood Creek. - Large areas north of
Maggie Creek received no use. Heavy use was noted at Maggie Creek
Spring and associated meadows. . |

Holloway Mountain in the Cottonwood use area had no use in the upper
reaches of the mountain. The lower areas on the mountain had slight use

.. extending west toward private land along Cottonwood Creek. Two small

- areas of moderate use occurred in vicinity of a PWR on the east side of

.. Miller corrals. Light and moderate use occurred east of Miller corrals with
R small area of heavy in a small (drainage. . The remainder of the area
adjacent to the main road west to the ridge top. Along the ridge top slight

use was observed except for an area along a jeep trail that had a band of
moderate use leading down from the ridge top. A large area of no use
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V5 Creek

occurred north of Butte Creek. The portion of this creek on public land
had heavy use toward Cottonwood Creek which decrease to moderate as
the terrain steepened in riparian areas. Regrowth was 2-4".

Wilder/Little Wilder:

Quinn River Ranch:

530 C - 6/1 to 8/15 - 1218 AUMs
Dufurrena:

1000 S - 8/10 to 9/5 - _178 AUMs
1396 AUMs

Data eollected 8/9,10/10,11,13/90 na

Utilization levels were observed on approximately 40% of the use area.
3% percent of the area received moderate use, 95% slight, and 2% no-use.
Utilization was moderate on Wilder Creek with upland areas on the west
side of Granite Mountain had vu'tually no use except adJacent to leder

3 .t ,"'I"'_' "'!:iff)’?r ij" , pret

' Little thder had moderate USB. in npananp) areas. Regrowth of l 6" was

. noted in all riparian areas. The upland areas obser\?ed had shght utilization. =~ -

g  Large upland areas north and south’of the Little ‘Wilder Creek were not:
s observed Browse uullzatxon was hght

oo TS Bl R4 ST (R0 - LF, -f'h'-
Bog Hot™ &%
SR ] SENRDO N

------
.....

350 C'11/03/90't0'02/28/91' 1249 AUMSs “*"“""

:i TG i

A5 L Hors ¥ ’.r 1

: vlef\.i ui E"i.ﬂ'l. !
‘~'--3:.3 _a' ,;N s bral e'is‘.-'rs:;'-

GV

: 1, gook
5 -..: .‘ J‘-di ) ‘ﬂ“’:t‘ ?‘*
Data Collected 04/04 4 04/17/01 =07 bits gntig®

il e

Apprommately 80% of the use area was mapped 10% of the area mapped
received heavy use, 5% moderate 20% light, and '65% slight. The pass
between Continental Lake and the Bog Hot Ranch received light use at the
top of the pass and moderate use on the westem base Slight and light use
was_observed along the BLM/USFWS boundary The areas around
Mustang Sprmg and Lower Mustang Sprmg had shght use. Shght use was
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observed southeast of the ranch while the vicinity of Bog Hot Well had
moderate and heavy use.

The majority of the area east of Continental Lake received slight use. Light -
use occurred toward the base of the lake and on the west slope of the
mountain. Use in the flats around the lake had little or no livestock use.
Utilization of four-wing saltbush was slight to light through the area.
Moderate use occurred in the vicinity of Cold Springs.

North Wilder Field

Quinn River Ranch:
Data Collected 04/04 and 04!1?!91
300 C 11:‘04:’9.0. to 02':".28/91 1062 AUMs

Eighty percent of the pasture was use pattem mapped 70% of the area
mapped received heavy use, and 30% moderate. Heavy use was observed
northeast of Mud Spring. The area north of private land at the Wilder
, ...Ranch received moderate use on native and seeded. species. Heavy use
ot e oS - was found in a drainage which parallels ‘Wilder Creek. Moderate use was 25
s rione ST 14l found. northwest of the dramage ,,&;Mi, 3BT : &
i i‘.-..-tz-;.-" g S0l TSP T CTU B F3U RO P (<[ R 1507 31 e HE i

19 SR

_'— S ] 7 50

Data Collected 04/04,.04/17, 08/14, 10/15/91 ...

Houghland Seeding Arrp 3903l dnin

Quinn River Ranch: . «; iz ‘.-.}.-_j. o3 LB

LT AR
400 C 04/01 to. 04!'30 363 AUN[S

W A %4 d
i { \hc-‘ I ;

Sixty percent of the pasture was use pattem mapped Two percent of the
area received light use while the remaining areas of the pasture received

slight use.
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Denio Seeding

Quinn Riv_er Ranch:

400 C 05/01 to 05/31 375 AUMs

One hundred percent of the seeding was use pattern mapped.
Approximately 20% of the seeding received moderate utilization levels,
55% light, and 25% slight.

Lone Mountain Burn

Quinn River Ranch:

620 C 04/01 to 04/17 319 AUMs
1090 C 04/18 to 05/19 1055 AUMs ~
1440 C 05/20 to 06/01 566 AUMs
1440 C 08/16 to 09/01 ~_740 AUMSs

' 2680 AUMS

Bt iLBSE M Yo 4141

#1294 Seventy percent of the Lone Mountam use area was use pattern mapped.
“Of the ‘area mapped, 2% received moderate tilization, 5% light, and 93%

slight. Moderate and light use occurred around the ‘Wilder Ranch area and =
in the vicinity of waters. Slight use was observed in remammg areas of -
the allotment. : .__,‘Tﬁ». fibs

B b edaliar) 3 acT
Maggie Creek/Cottonwood Creek’ ! wstusiion) eindl

Quinn River Ranch: L BRIDISG-DBIIGROL]

400.C 06/01 to 06/01- 12 AUMs# 32vifl amia®)

875 C 06/02 to 06/02 26 AUMs
1440 C 06/03 to 07/31 2570 AUMs"

1040 C 08/01 to 08/04 126 AUMS

565 C 08/05 1o "08/15 188 AUMs
2922 AUMSs i s

Approximately 60% of the pasture was use pattern mapped. Of the area -
mapped, 30% received moderate use, 40% light, 20% slight, and 10% no-
use. The western portion of the Maggie Creek use area adjacent to the
Maggie Creek riparian area had slight use. The main stem of Maggie
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Creek and the south branch had moderate use in riparian areas with
adjacent areas receiving slight use. Slight use occurred southeast of Jack
Spade cabin. Moderate use oécurred east of the south branch to the saddle
between Maggie Creek and Cottonwood Creek drainages to within one
mile of Cottonwood Creek. Light use was found in uplands in the vicinity
of Cottonwood Creek, No-use occurred on Holloway Mountain.

Bitterbrush west of Cottonwood Creek- had slighr to light use while
oceanspray and snowberry had little to no use.

1993

. Data collected 10/14, 10/20, 11/10, and 11/16/93

Cottonwood Creek/Maggie Creek

Quinn River Ranch:
1750 C 06/01 to 08/15 4023 AUMs

Fifty percent of the use area was mapped. Approximately 20% of the area
had heavy utilization levels, 50% moderate, 20% light, and 10% slight.
Upland meadows in the Maggie Creek’ dramaoe had heavy use thle '
exchange-of-use lands, south fork of Cottonwood Creek, and meadows *
above Maggie Creek Spring” ‘had heavy use:' Surroundmg uplands had .
moderate and light use.:Light utilization_ levels occurred on the ndg“
between Maggie and Cottonwood Creeks ngth areas of moderate and heav
use at meadows and spnngs LR ':*‘U AV Filae

.. Heavy use occurred on Maggle Creek at the mouth of the canyon. Slight
4 " use occurred on uplands where the canyon nan‘ows “Moderate and heavy
_ R g utlhzatnon occurred on meadows at the headwaters “of Maggie Creek. In -
# " i s faddmon lwestock use was observed in'the Wilder/Little Wilder use area.
"7 77 "'Light use was observed on Little Wilder Creek with slight use in upland .
areas. Moderate use occurred near Jensen Mine near Wilder Creek with
light and slight utilization levels in remaining areas.

Lone Mountain
uinn River Ranch:

1100 C 04/01 to 05/31 2030 AUMs
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L BEG SIE Hgor iVl

At 187

Approximately 50% of the use area was mapped. Five percent of the area
received moderate use, 35% light, and 60% slight. Moderate utilization
levels occurred at Mud Creek and along the Granite Canyon pipeline.
Slight and light use occurred in remaining areas.

North Wilder Field
uinn River Ranch:

500 C 08/25 to 08/31 106 AUMs
150 C 09/01 to 10/13 - 195 AUMs
301 AUMS

Sixty percent of the pasture was use pattern mapped. Approximately 20%
of the area mapped received moderate use, 35% light, 45% slight.
Moderate use occurred on crested wheatgrass north of Wilder Ranch.
Slight to light use was observed in remaining areas.

1994

Data collected 9/8, 9/9, 10/5, 10/7/94.

g North Wilder Field "%

% Qumn Rlver Crossmg, Ranch 2,

: J= 3300
= 5 e P oy el

n’l

“150C 04i01 to 04;19 g6, AUMs

300 C 04/20 to 05/31 381" AQM

e A UME

LA Pl |'---

,was heavy, 10% moderatc 20% Ilght, and 55% shght Modcrate and heavy -
_use was observcd in the eastern portion of the field. | Heavy use was found
,in the area surroundmg Wilder Creek. Light and shght use was found in
- the remaining areas use pattern mappcd (e hag

L} = i B

30,55
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Sageheﬁ}'Shyst'e'r' Creek o

] Qumn RIVCI' Crossmg Ranch

Lone Mountain Burn Area

Quinn River Crossing Ranch:

1400 C 04/01 to 04/04 169 AUMs
1550 C 04/05 to 05/31 2672 AUMs
: 2841 AUMs

Eighty percent of the field was use pattern niappcd. Approximately 20%
of the area use pattern mapped had heavy use, 35% moderate, and 45%

_ light. Heavy use was found along Mud Creek, in upland areas surrounding
- Wilder Ranch and into Wilder Creek, along the Granite spring pipeline and

in the area surrounding a windmill west of Mud Spring. Moderate use was
found in surrounding areas. Light utilization levels with small areas of

“moderate and heavy use near waters from state route 140 to Lone

Mountain along the Wilder Ranch road.

T e

) = it

8 wdityd OGRS 1he

.f.!f}’ LM i..l (

e '_“2030"c 06701 1o, 07115 2763 AUMS o

i Pl "':EJ ZRWTHD a‘f‘!?,.?_.}),.

et Apprommately 40% of the use area was use’ pattem mapped Thu'ty
: ""percent of ﬁthe area had modcratc use “and the ‘remaining ‘was_light
A i utlhzatlon Modcrate use occm-rcd on Shyster Creek Sagchen meadow -
PO complex and Summ1t Spm’tur ' nght usc ‘was found in upland areas.” .

LFTUTD ..-:.;l Py PR e 00 ) S A

Wilder/Little Wilder 3 S * 1850 j"

Y

(6485

!

Quinn Rive[. Crossing Ranch:

2030 C 07/16 to 08/31 2886 AUMs™ ~~ =7 ©
400 C 09/01 to 09/15 181 AUMs _
50 C 09/16 to 09/30 23 AUMs"~ -+
3090 AUMs

Thirty percent of the use area was use pattem mapped, mostly along
Wilder Creek and Little Wilder Creek “and associated . uplands.
Approximately 40% of the area had heavy utilization and 60% moderate.
Heavy use was found along Wilder Creek and associated meadows. Heavy .
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utilization levels occurred along Little Wilder Creek with moderate use in
surrounding uplands. Severe use occurred on willows and rose along both
creeks. Moderate use occurred on aspen near the headwaters of Wilder
Creek.

Quinn River Ranch Use Area

Data collected 03/29 and 03/30/95

. Quinn River Crossing Ranch:

South of Quinn River Ranch 276 C 10/07 to 12/31 718 AUMs
: _ . 200 C 01/13 to 02/28 284 AUMs
Quinn River Ranch Ares 300 C 11/22 to 12/31 363 AUMs
North of Quinn River Ranch 200 C 01/13 to 02/28 286 AUMs
100 C 02/16 to 02/28 _39 AUMs

1690 AUMs

Approximately 40% of the area west of Quinn River Ranch was use
pattern mapped. Forty percent of the area had light use while remaining
areas had slight use. Sixty percent of the area south of Quinn River Ranch
was use pattern mapped with 100% “of this area having slight use. Sixty
percent of the area north.of Quinn River, Ranch in the vicinity of Bilk =
Creek Reservoir was use pattem mappcd Eighty percent of this area had

-,non-use while the remaining 20% was slight. Light use was found west of

Qumn River in thc arca adjacent to thc ranch and m thc area surroundmg

south of the ranch, and areas adjacentito hay ﬁelds north of the ranch Non R
use occurred west of Bilk Creek Reservoir in the vicinity of the gravel p1t AR

near State Route 140. St S best o TS

1995 & . - :
~ et gateeenT 1evifl el

Data collected 08_/22,_09;’20, 09/21, 1_1!’?, and 1_118!95

t TIReH

Quinn River Crossing Ranch: . .

Maggie Creek/Cottonwood Creek

| 1387'C 05127 10 08/04 2937 AUMs ' '

615
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Sagehen/Shyster Creek
900 S 07/03 to 09/05 354°'AUMs
Lone Mountain

925 C 07/27 to 09/25 1708 AUMs

Dufurrena:

Sagehen/Shyster Creek

700 S 08/15 to 09/01 76 AUMs

Summer Use:

Approximately 40% of the Maggie Creek/Cottonwood Creek pasture was

use pattern mapped. Sixty percent of the area use pattern mapped had
moderate use and the remaining light. Moderate use was found along

..., Maggie Creek, Cottonwood Creek, . associated uplands and the ridge

Sy

between the two creeks. nght use was found on side hills. During the

,09/20 and: 21 trip, ut111zat10n for  riparian spec1es was noted using

height/weight curves dcveloped by the U.S. Forest Service Intermountain
Research Station (General Technical Report Int-GTR-308). The following

. species were evaluated: Carex nebraskensis, Hordeum brachyantherum, and :

- Poa pratensis. \Utilization was 50%, 54%, and 32% reSPGCU"elY for these'?- -
'l-"".-'";sPeCICS i ?':it':,‘:;,:'.: igstt s J'i 25 i

: :.':'.,Jn i
'!"F. 34 IJ 23 19 v i o ooy rr' oty 35 a0 2 3
Approxlmately‘ O% of the Lone Mountam use, area was use pattcrn

mapped. Of this, 23% of the area received slight use, 70% light, 5%
moderate, and 2% heavy. Heavy use was noted on Mud Creek on private
exchange of use lands and Wilder Creek with moderate use occurring on
adjacent uplands at both creeks. Moderate, light and slight use occurred
in the seeded area west of Mud Creek. Moderate use was noted near the
Wilder Ranch. Light use was noted near Bramlett Well and slight and light
west of Wilder Ranch towards Mud Sprmg

The Wilder/Little Wilder Creek and Sagehen/Shystcr Creek use areas were
scheduled to be rested from cattle grazing.in 1995. Sheep grazing was
authorized in these areas. However, due to incomplete fencing between
the Maggie Creek/Cottonwood Creek pasture and the Wilder/Little Wilder
use area, and the lack of fencing between the Lone Mountain and
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Wilder/Little Wilder - Sagehen/Shyster Creek use areas, cattle were able
to drift into the Wilder/Little Wilder Creek and Sagehen/Shyster Creek use
areas throughout the summer,months. These two use areas were inspected
on 09/20 and 21 and again on 11/06 and 11/07. During the September
inspections, utilization was noted on riparian habitats in the Sagehen
Meadow and the Upper Wilder Creek using the height/weight curves
developed by the Forest Service. Utilization in the Sagehen Meadow was
as follows: Popr - 40%, and Juba - 31%. Utilization on the Upper Wilder
Creek was as follows: Caro - 65%, and Juba - 72%. These use areas were
use pattern mapped in November. Heavy use was noted on Wilder Creek
and the Sagehen Meadows complex.

Quinn Rwer{Demo Seedmgs

Data collected 11/7/95

~ Quinn RIVCI' Crossmg Ranc
196 C 03!20 to 07/21 741 AUMs

445 One hundred percent of the Qum'n River Seeding'WﬁS use pattern mapped.
:' ““Moderate “use” was” found in"the ‘northeastern“1/3 ‘of the seeding near
' “Bramlett Well ‘with slxght use’ along the northern boundary of the ficld

4 s
Tk oater Light use was found in rernammg areas.” %" Aataion
ot st E (8885 1111 TOG: lngiansal i fiaTR ':-'_ii.”z:_’.f.‘::

~ One. hundred"'percent of 'the Denio" Seedmg was iuse pattern mapped

pasture wrth moderate in the northern and eastern parts ‘of the seedmg e

aa Bolalpi v TS use was in the western portlon of the field.
500 b & l‘a._.i{: G B3k 2 30 NEN i1 10 ut ‘1
By ?'..;"ﬁ“ s Sl ’\“4'1226 b t}ft e‘ 138y M‘iit : {!s B :
L SRAENO00. S 00y i iR s bW bt Shasl ser
ik " Data Collected 07;‘10 and 07/12!96 _
IS B0 28w 53 almhobd ey haly W OaiTsR atHl
217 595 IDenny Lan‘d_‘ an__d Cattle Co’: vew rigid ool rabify
Houzhland Seed1n°
3 SiEen 1 ASSE. LIS Ass) }
qasnd 250C 04f20 to 051’31 318 AUMs
# Sane) ;e sol Jih

One hundred percent of the seedmg was use pattem mappcd Sixty percent

=
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of the field received moderate utilization and 40% light.

Antelope Field

100 C 04/01 to 05/31 185 AUMs

Fifty percent of the Antelope Field was use pattern mapped. Of the area
mapped, approximately 30% had moderate use, 45% light and the
remaining 25% slight. Moderate use was found north of Antelope Spring,
between Thacker Canyon and Virgin Creek, and along the pipeline leading
to Denio Summit. Light utilization was found in Thacker Canyon, the
Denio Summit foothills, the flats leading into Emigrant Pass, and the
northern most section of the pasture. Mahogany Mountain was not use
pattern mapped.

1997

Data Collected: 09/25/97
Denny Land and Cattle Company:

aggie Creek/Cottonwood Creek |
1550 C.,06/01 to 07/19 2297 AUMSs
" 1150'C 07/20 10 07/21 70 AUMs
1750 C.07/22 to 07/31 . _227 AUMs _
2504 AUMs

el

P e o
‘ 'i-..'; Lriii

Moderate utilization was noted on both uplands and riparian areas during
the inspection in the Maggie Creek drainage. Four to five inches of

. ., regrowth had occurred on herbaceous npanan species along Maggie Creek .

: _'; and associated meadows in comparison to conditions observed during the -
“July inspection. In the Cottonwood dramage, heavy utilization occurred in
meadows and along Cottonwood Creek. There was some regrowth of
herbaceous riparian species in incised portions of the creek and at springs
but overall utilization levels along the creek and its associated meadows
were heavy.

il
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Data Collected: 03/07/98

North Wilder Field

Roger and Marsha Colby
100 C 11/15 to 12/15 102 AUMs
Denny Land and Cattle Company

300 C 03/25 to 03/31 64 AUMs
600 C 04/01 to 04/03 54 AUMs
1100 C 04/04 to 04/09 200 AUMs
1480 C 04/10 to 05/31 2328 AUMs

2646 AUMs

Total AUMs (Colby's and Denny Land): 2748 AUMs

Of the area looked at, 50% received moderate utilization, 20% light, and
30% slight. Slight utilization was noted in the western portion of the field,
which is native. Scattered individuals of native species such as thurbers
needlegrass and bottlebrush squlrreltall received moderate use. The western -
boundary of the seeded area had slight and light utilization levels with
moderate utilization occuring on the flats. An utilization transect was
conducted on crested wheatbrass w1th a 42% utlhzatlon level. The flat

leading to the road ‘and Wilder _Creek had a utlhzatlon level of .55- 60%,-"’1_.-_.-;'--,_‘__;_- .
which is in the modcratc ‘utilization range. 'The 'native areas east of the = =

. road had moderate utilization on the flats and llght in the fOOthlUS

Fvd et . ofd 1 N T ey e diee 1 Ve IR sl Aty
‘I.IE(TI'C d, bl SACH G- SRI0H S NODES Y SIrishgly
: aipgm r_",.'*'- it
SRR

iu

In 1985 Commumty Ana]ysm Strucrure (CSA) Studies were established
._as a result of the Wilder Fire. The CSA method assigns an "importance
. value" to cach species to describe its status in the community. This value
%18 based on relative cover, relative density, and relative frequency. These
studies were established i in the v1cm1ty of Lone Mountam Mud Creek in -
1988, 7% 2N

The study established north of Wilder Ranch is located in the North North
Wilder Field and consists of one density study which was read once in
1988. The site averaged 5.6 crested wheatgrass plants per meter and the
plants were of good health and vigor. It is estimated the seeding was in
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excellent condition (<5 Acre/AUM) at the time of the study.

The studies established in 1985 are in the vicinity of Lone Mountain and
Mud Creek. Two studies were established in seeded area and two studies
in non-seeded areas. The studies located in seeded areas were read in 1986,
1987, 1991, 1993, and 1995 while the studies in non-seeded areas were
read in 1986, 1987, and 1991. The following is a summary of the data:

Study CSA 0001 (Seeding)

Year

86 87 91 93 95 Trend
J0Cover
Agcer/Agin T 1.1 16 25 52 upward
Meof 33" 2.l 8 2 .6« down
%Frequency !
Ager/Agin - 17 20 25 35 53 upward
Meof 31 33 11 4 15 down
%Density : _ 370088
Ager/Agin vv2 P17 “21 %29 3.2 #jHupward

.3 pund siidown

Meof 21 3.7 1_.8

e ¢ Pria; 2o
Study CSA 0002 (Seeding) 706 Ll
A iy 34 Me .
_ Year
! vt 'A.-J K - o4 & oA & 1 91 93 i .a.:9_5._.*‘r|' Trend
Fiogh Ton At ag 2 H
I gpCover - B I S5 : avin
7 Ager/Agin ¢ C .1 99 33 1.8 43 “upward
O Meof 3700 51:67 12,1 Hiwlea 4714 ' down
“ "' %Frequency

Ager/Agin 77, 2-F “023 =30 |
" Meof i Vo Bt X W ol 70N

43

i 6 10

337240 - ‘upward
'J;down
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%Density
Ager/Agin 14 18 13 25 31 upward
Meof 40 18 14 5 1 down

Study WF-1 (Native) Loamy 5-8

Year
86 £1 . 21
%Density
Atco 52*% 532%: 28
Sihy 4 4 o1
« ArSpg = - 1L7% A3

* The purpose of WF-1 is to measure the recovery of shadscale (Atco} after Lhe Wilder Fire. Density only was
read at this site.

- Study WF-2 (Native) Sandy 8-10 T
Year

6 B oo Ted

%Cover g £
weStipa o 5.8 136 v7.0  cupwardgitiia

- %Frequency : - £ At

Stipa 73:%.°56 57 down ;i@ 5t e i s

%Density (emibssz: COGE ATy Shiie?

Stipa 51 5751 - 764 upward ;

#d i

Thc studlcs located in secded areas 1nd1cates seeded grasses (Agcr/Agm)
'''''' iﬁoor vngor Seeded alfalfa (Meoﬂ is decreasmg Alfalfa normally decreases

over time. Alfalfa and both seeded grasses showed an increase in cover,
.. wedensity, frequency and vigor in 1995. This can, be contributed to the wet

~winter/spring and the field being rested during the .growing season.

Monitoring data indicates the shadscale site represented by WEF-1 is fully
recovered. The seedlings have developed into mature plants as indicated
by the decrease in density.:The data collccted at the WF-2 study site
indicates cover and density has increased for needlegrass while frequency
has remained static since 1987. No sagebrush has established on the site.
The area represented by WF-2 is considered static.

e
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Three density studies were established in 1991 in the vicinity of Shyster
Butte and the Sagehen Meadow Complex. This area is the eastern-most
boundary of the Wilder Fire. The purpose of these studies is to measure
shrub recovery in the Wilder Fire in comparison to the 1991 Lovely Fire,
which burned east and adjacent to the Sagehen Meadow Complex.

The following is a summary of the data collected:

NV 23-7 Loamy 14-16 study # 1

Species Densit
Feid 52
Agsp 4
Stipa , 8
Artrv o §
Symph 1.18
Artr4 ' 41

NV 23-39 Loamy 10-14 study # 2

~ Species : Density
Agsp ' X B
Stth2 8
Artrv S

NV 23-39 Granite Slope 14-16 study # 3

Species  , . . Density
Hag gy 4
Agsp 4
Artry .06
Symph 1.69

Artrd 2 18

The data indicates density study # 2 have limited shrub recovery while
density studies 1 and 3 have good shrub recovery, especially snowberry.

. . Range Sur{/ey

a. In 1978, a range survey was conducted using the OCUIE?.!'
Reconnaissance Method to provide baseline data for analysis
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purposes in the Paradise-Denio EIS. The range survey, along with
suitability criteria, indicated that 9,476 AUMs were available for
livestock use in the Wilder-Bilk allotment. In 1985, the Wilder-Bilk
allotment was divided into the Wilder-Quinn and Bilk Creek
allotments. The Wilder-Quinn allotment comprises 82% of the old
Wilder-Bilk allotment.

A phase one watershed inventory was conducted in portions of the
Paradise-Denio Resource Area from 1971-1974 for the Wilder-Bilk
allotment. Livestock forage condition was determined based upon
data from this inventory which resulted in the following condition
classifications:

Good Fair . Poor
7,094 acres 30,932 acres 192,041 acres

Appendix G, pg 28, of the Paradise-Denio EIS provides more
discussion on livestock forage condition.

6. Ecological Status Invehtory (ESI)

a.

An order 3 soil sﬂrvcy has been completed on this allotment.
Ecological Site Inventory data has not been collected. '

7. Wildlife Habitat Inventory

L

sheep.

l' : - .._“.,. X ;
Other: Various other game and non-game bird and mammal
species occur on the Wilder/Quinn Allotment.

Special Habitat Features

a. A special habitat features inventory was conducted in
August and September, 1977. This inventory identified the
location and acres of special habitats, listed observed plant
and wildlife species, and documented ocular observations of
the condition and utilization of these habitats.  This
information was analyzed in the Paradise-Denio EIS.

Priority Species: Mule deer, sage grouse, trout, ];n'orl,cg,h(.;irr|1',E blghom RS
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Riparian and Meadow habitat- 259 acres

Aspen-468 acres

Curlleaf Mountain Mahogany- 1,370 acres

Ceanothus- 29 acres
Pine—. 21 acres (located on Mahogany Mountain).

Mountain Browse- 33,055 acres; Antelope
Bitterbrush Purshia tridentata is the dominant
mountain browse species in the Wilder Quinn
Allotment, »however significant amounts of
Serviceberry  Amelanchier  sp.,  Snowberry
Symphoricarpos sp., and Current Ribes sp. occur in
various habitat types throughout the mid and upper
elevation areas of the allotment particularly in the
Bilk Creek Range and Pueblo Mountain sections of

the allotment. *

b.  This inventory recorded the following in 1977

"Livestock utilization ‘is heavy overall on riparian and

. meadow complexes. Meadow conditions are deteriorating -

R i ‘, due to continual heavy season long use by livestock which -
B 9 has’ resulted in headcutting, trampling, and the subsequent

g lowermg of the ‘water table. Very few riparian meadow
sues were observed to have less then heavy use. Livestock =
: “and deer utilization” levels on aspen, mahogany, and
;;-;J,b,.‘EEFrbrLl,s.h. a‘l'e__mode}'_aéte overall. Excessive browsing is
. hampering the vegetative reproduction in aspen. Meadows
" are in poor condmon at best."

B i+
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g Wildlife Use Areas: (By Nevada Division of Wildlife
, Management "Hunt" Unit) in acres:

Hunt Unit 031

mule deer acres pronghorn acres bighorn sheep acres

Bilk Creek DW-11 4,232  Bilk Creek PW-5 11,063  Pine Forest BY-7 20,177

Bilk Creek DS-7 4.149  Bilk Creek PW-6 12,763  Pine Forest BY-9 6,348

Bilk Creek DS-Tconc 12,266  Bilk Creek PS-4 10,642  Bilk Creek BY-18 6,983

Bilk Creek DS-4 1,148 Pine Forest PY-1 28,020

Bilk Creek DY-9 13,370
Bilk Creek DY-9conc 9.092
Quinn River DY-6 2,199

Hunt Unit 032

mule deer
Pine Forest DW-8 3,237 Pine Forest PW-2 1,140  Pine Forest BY-10 5,972

acres pronghom acres bighorn sheep acres

Pine Forest DW-7 . 8,584 Pine Forest PW-1 27,082 Pine Forest BY-8 31,292
Pine Forest DW-7conc 2,767  Pine Forest- PY-1 43,844
Pine Forest DS-5conc 5,458

 Sage Grouse-_ General distribution is identified throughout

the allotment. A total of nine strutting areas were located
during a survey in 1990 conducted by the Oregon
Department of Fish and Wildlife. Additionally, 4 brooding
areas are known in the allotment.

- Habitat Evaluation

_,_Mule Deer, . . Figd

42078514

._,_Mule Decr habntat m the - Wilder-Quinn allotment RiS
_extensive and vaned Both the Pine Forest, and Bilk Creek -
+ Mountains contam large populations of mule deer. Both of -
. these ranges contam hlgh elevation summer range, mid =
: eIevatlon sprmgjfal]!wmter range, and low elevation

ycarlong rangc Habitat in the allotment varies from large

dense . mahogany ) woodlands such as on - Mahogany -
; Mountam to more. open mahogany pockets up in the Sage

Hen area of the Bilk Creek Mountains to extensive open
sagebrush/grass communities. Mountain browse species are
very common with bitterbrush, snowberry, and serviceberry
available as a component in the vegetation communities
throughout many habitat types.

" In September of 1995, baseline mule deer habitat condition
and trend monitoring data was collected from seven key -
management areas in the Wilder Quinn allotment. These

48
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key areas sampled important habitat parameters over a cross
section of the crucial summer, spring, winter and yearlong
habitat types ;in both the Pine Forest and Bilk Creek
Mountain use areas. The following mule deer seasonal use
areas were studied:

Bilk Creek Mountains Pine Forest Mountains
Bilk Creek DS-7 Pine Forest DW-7
Bilk Creek DSP-3 Pine Forest DS-5

Bilk Creek Mountains

Bilk Creek DS-7 use area approximately 4149 acres
represented

This habitat type is located in the mid to high elevation

" areas of the extreme eastern portion of the allotment within

an elevational range of approximately 5800 to 7200 feet.
Upland vegetation consists of two main habitat types. The
first is a high elevation mountain browse type. Typically,
two vegetation communities occur opposne cach other on
the north and south exposures.  The south ‘exposure slopes
are dominated by mountain big sagebrush and bitterbrush -

~with bluebunch wheatgrass and/or Thurber's needlegrass-in .
the . understory. . Forbs " are. generally . dominated . by.'r'-'

T e Arrowleaf balsamroot Thc North facmg slopes-again have

mountain big - sagebrush “and * Lsomn: ‘bitterbrush, but %
snowberry, serviceberry, and gooscberry are also common.-
Grasses consist mainly of bluebunch wheatgrass.: and <N
mountain brome, and forbs include pamtbrush mint and
balsamroot. : .;“
The second major habitat typc is a post ﬁre recovering
mountain browse community. This community is composed .
mainly of needlegrass, wheatgrass and balsamroot. ‘In the -
ten years since the burn, sagebrush, rabbitbrush, and some
bitterbrush is beginning to return. Serviceberry on north
slopes does not appear to be coming back well after the

Both of these two main habitat types were studied using
BLM manual 6630 habitat evaluation procedures. Key area
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number DS-WQ-06 was established in the unburned habitat.
Key area number DS-WQ-07 was established in the burned
habitat. ;

The objective for Key area DS-WQ-07 was to develop
some baseline data to document the condition of the burn
after ten years of recovery and to enable future monitoring
of the progress of the area back toward a mid seral
vegetation community. For this reason, a modified study
was implemented at the site. This modified study does not
allow a determination of condition at this time, however,
the baseline data is presented below for review.
DS-WQ-06 was established to monitor habitat condition and
trend in the Bilk Creek DS-7 use area. The key
management area established baseline cover, species
composition and browse age and form class data. The
following table summarizes the site conditions for the
approximately 3,000 acres of the Bilk Creek DS-7 use area
which are represented by these key areas.

Summary of Data ICollected in the Bilk Creek DS-7 use area in the Wilder Quinn Allotment in
A h I L Wil ad fner 3 e At WEEE sdak
CFLE] b’ 418 17 ST Y A i FiEs
Key area Mule Deer Forage %Composition % Frequency of #5pecies Canopy Cover Cover Height
Season of Use .. Preference Value Line Intercept Occurrence, Quadrate Encountered (Artem/Total) (in.}
Use, area* ~7~ g _- P Method Fr v Method (Sp. Richness) Average value
Bs-Wa-08 ..o 1.0 - good . PUTRZ . 16.1 " T LT 11.4746.7 7.6 e
Summer 0.1~ poor ARTRV * 24.6 - : ;
Granitic Slope 1 0.5 fair /), SYMPH  24.0 ' tri 2y
16+ 1.0 good AMEL 3.4 ,
NV023XY048~ 5. . 0:1. ... poor. . |.CHRYS. 1.0 ., et hia .
Lordatvee g L8 ** fair <} RIBES ::17.9 =
Habitat . 0.1 poor - : FEID 5.7 <
Condition< “H0 ' .0.1) poor ‘L BRMAS 0.4 B e (
Rating = 86.4 0.1 ;.  poor SIHY 1.3
3 WG 0.1 - peor M POSE 'y 0.8
0.1 poor AGSP 0.7
0.1 . poor LEPTOZ 2.3 - K
0.1 poor LUPIN 0.6
1.0 good ', CASTI2 0.4
0.5 fair ERIOG 0.1
0.5 fair BASA3 0.4
DS-WQ-07 0.1.4; poor . . CHRYS 8.0 ., h 1§ =)= 11.7
Summer - M{'i*- < "0.8 4" fair "' SYMPH 20.5°¢
Granitic South 0.1 poor ARTRV 4.5
Slope 12-14° 0.5 fair BASA] 27.5
NV023XY042 0.1 poor LUPIN 255
8 5 0.1 poor PENST 1.0 I
Habitat 0.1 poor ELCI 9.5 B
Condition 0.1 poor POSE 9.0
Rating- not 0.1 poor STTHB 5.5
Possible . 0.1 poor AGSP 10.5
dutid 0.1 poor SIHY 3.0
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Key area DS-WQ-06 is located on a Granitic Slope 16+
inch range site. According to the range site description for
this site, the potential native vegetation is dominated by
mountain brome with lesser amounts of basin wild rye,
needle grass and Idaho fescue. Mountain big sagebrush is
identified “as the dominant shrub species.  Potential
végetative composition is about 55% grasses, 15% forbs
and 30% shrubs.

Under degraded conditions, brome and needle grasses

" decrease and mountain big sagebrush, snowberry, and

arrowleaf balsam root increase, as does sandberg bluegrass.

~ Without comparable data, a conclusion as to the current

‘status of this community cannot be made, however the
available data suggests that this habitat type is something
less than its potential. There is no evidence that these
conditions are being maintained or enhanced by the current
livestock grazing practices. The current conditions are most
11kely due to effects of grazing past practices and serve to
emphaswe the “slow rate of change in vegetation

commumtles m the Great Basin.
113w

The current site conditions are beneficial to mule deer. The

f " overall mule deer habitat condition rating is excellent.

Severa] habitat parameters were analyzed in determining the

overall hab1tat ccmdmon rating including:  thermal ~and . .
thmg cover quahty, degree of human disturbance ‘and -+
: mtcrference, water availability, forarre quality, and key ;

browse aue and form class

Thermal cover is excellent with elements of both vegetative

“and topographlc cover present. - Average vegetation height
. is nearly four feet. The available vegetation in the area,

w1th respect to summer mule deer forage can be described

| _.as good with the low composition of quality forbs being the

primary limiting factor. Overall, only two forage species
_encountered in this habitat type are considered good mule
“deer summer forage with over half of the total species
“encountered being rated as poor mule deer summer forage.
Overall vegetation quality is fair.
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The following three species were selected as key browse:
bitterbrush, snowberry, and serviceberry. These species
were evaluated using the Cole Browse method to determine
age and form class.

Age class observations are made to determine the condition
and trend of the stand with respect to regeneration. Form
class is an observation of the availability of a plant relative
to current and past use. The form class of a forage plant
has a direct impact on how productive the plant is annually
as well as how available its herbage is for consumption.
Age class is  directly related to a stands long term
survivability. A healthy age class would be present if there
,was sufficient reproduction to replace mature and

" overmature plants as they die out, and to buffer the stand
from larger scale losses, such as from insects.

. Age and form class data is collected by ocularly estimating
... or directly measuring the degree of current and past
i utilization made on the plant. Typically, direct measurement
o dof. the percent use is utlllzed if form class conditions are
" unsatisfactory,

it aseb sinm ol leBiesad =i 2
' Both bltterbrush and snowberry were found to have

lasks 2 sHuay agnibnoo 15
et Rii ik DR, At 2 satlsfactory age and fonn classes. Form  class was .
R et _;:.} J:L}:I.‘I it ' unsansfactory, however on Serviceberry.  Utilization levels

e iR sl ____;ion Iservxoeberry were rnoderate to heavy thh the ewdence" ;
ved bos iiliun susset Gl d suggestmg deer use _was the primary contributor to . this.
\ ' i _ condmon Semcebcny density was very low overall. with
“few total plants bemg observed. The plants which were
observed however were young. The overall rating for key
browse vxgor was good for both age and form class.

.._,'.' 1k \,&

l'-'-::'_l’,""" ; V]}OH rﬂ s rr;u*« r{ P trt

Sehissset

o T

Dtsturbancefmterference in the area represented by the key
area is low with the primary source being livestock grazing
pressurc dunng the summer months.

Water was very abundant throughout the Bilk Creek DS-7
g Saae o i usel area w1th few areas “greater than 1.5 miles from a water

s * source. i _
12t Vinshp sollsiansy Hurewd
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Key area DS-WQ-07 was established in a Granitic South
Slope 12-14" range site to monitor the rate of recovery of
the portion of the Bilk Creek DS-7 use area that burned in
1985. Because the objective of this key area is not to
ascertain habitat conditions, a modified monitoring scheme
was selected which would enable better interpretation of the
changes occurring at the site. The following habitat
parameters were selected for monitoring: species diversity
(perennial species), species density (perennial species),
forage quality, and cover quality.

U According to the range site description for this habitat type,
. R potential native vegetation is dominated by bluebunch
wheatgrass and thurbers needlegrass, with mountain big
sagebrush and bitterbrush being the dominant shrub species.
Potential vegetation composition is about 60% grasses, 10%
forbs and 30% shrubs. There were no islands of unburned
vegetation to judge the pre-burn conditions, but residual
woody material suggests there was a high shrub content.

Whlle dens.1t1es were low essentially all pre~burn vegetation
 indicated i in the range 51te description is represented at the
,.key area. Snowberry, which is capable of re-sprouting
- followmg ﬁre was the dominant shrub species. Rabbitbrush
- which is often dommant following fire due to its similar re-

PR i 1 SE
oigay line o e :

niaidan tezadd  vitmprc
5 expected Sagebrush Iwas returning to the site,” as was !

L8 B e o8

transect ‘Most of these plants appeared to be several years
«;,0ld, some appeared to have germinated or regenerated
w:thm a year : after the fire. Bitterbrush appeared to have
re sprouted in, at least two instances. The sagebrush was
very healthy ‘and was vigorously producing seed stalks
 Bitterbrush form class, indicated moderate to heavy use has
_occurred frequently, though current use was light.
Arrowleaf balsamroot and lupin were the dominant forb
species which is characteristic of many burns in the
mountain big sagebrush vegetation type. The dominant
grass species was bluebunch wheatgrass which responds
well to fire. In terms of forage quality, most species
encountered were considered poor quality summer forage.
Deer pellet groups in the area suggest that there is a

SUOBrS IOV

Ladibonmor TBnG | as rv‘ b5

39

| sproutmg capab111t1es was much less dominant than was - .

bitterbrush though b1tterbrush was not encountered in the -
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significant amount of use made by deer in the fall, spring,
or early winter. This shift in use would be expected due to
the flush of herbaceous grass and forb species which green
up in these periods. Also, the lack of cover would make
this forage available longer into the winter and would also
allow these sites to be free of snow earlier in the spring.

As was alluded to above, the thermal and hiding cover
component is lacking in this habitat type. The recovery of
this habitat component is underway as evidenced by the
presence of several shrub species, however this process is
expected to be on a long term scale. There does not appear
to be any current conflicts with livestock grazing in this
area, though this particular portion of the burn was "rested"

" the year of the survey

Bilk Creck I_)SP-3 use area approximately; 10,000 acres
represented.

This habitat type is located in the mid elevation areas of the
northern Bilk Creek Mountains within an elevational range

~of 5,500 to 6,500 feet.” There are three major habitat types.
_ .““Thc ﬁrst and Iargest is the mountain browse community -
S which” s dormnated “by mountain big sagebrush - and
gy bluebunch wheatgrass The next type is the mountain big .
o 'sagebrush ‘and Idaho fescue type.: The final major type.is .=
" “'aburned mountam brush community. Lesser habitat'types =+
" "include” séme " fairly large aspen woodlands and .some -
scattered m?untalr} mahooany woodlands. :
el Se Sl 0 TR0 AT
1 '_ ,"Mule deer habitat condition and trend monitoring transacts
~ (DSP-WQ-03, DSP-WQ-04) were established on the two
3 ma_;or unbumed 'habitat types, and a modified habitat
’ momtormg transect (DSP-WQ-08) was established in the
“ burned ‘area. The ’following table summarizes the site
~ conditions for the approxrmately 10,000 acres of the Bilk
Creek DS-7 use area which are represented by these key

 areas.
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Summary of Data Collected in the Bilk Creek DSP-3 use area in the Wilder Quinn Allotment in

Key area Mule Deer Forage %Composition % Frequency of #5pecies Canopy Cover Cover Height
Season of Use = Preference Value Line Intercept Occurrence,Quadrate Encountered (Artem/Total) {in.)
Use area Method Frequency Method (Sp.Richness) Average value
BEF-wg-03 7.5 Tair  ARTRL 44.0 ] 16.2/36.2 1.3
Spring/fall 1.0 good SYMPH 23.7
Gravelly North 0.1 poor CHRYS 0.5
Slope 1.0 good FEID 21.5
NV0O23IXY053 4 0.5 fair LUPIN 1.0
Habitat 1.0 good POSE 1.4
Condition 0.5 fair PHHO 3.4
Rating = 75.6 0.1 poor ERICG 1.8
0.1 poor COLLO 0.1
DSP-WQ-04 1.0 .good PUTRZ d8.9 9 5.8/21.3 156.8
Spring/fall 0.1 poor ARTRV 27.2
South Slope 0.5 fair CHRYS 7.8
12-16" 0.1 poor SIHY 0.8
NV02IXYO0l6 0.1 poor AGSP 8.2
1.0 good POSE 6.4 |
Habitat 0.5 fair BRTE 0.7
Condition 0.1 poor BASA 1.%
Rating= 79.2 0.1 poor COFA 0.2
DSP-WQ-08 0.5 fair  ARTRV 1.5 16 SR Bid
Winter/fall 1.0 good PUTR2 2057, '
Granitic South 0.1 poor TETR 3.5
Slope 12-14° 0.5 fair SYMPH 13.0
NVZIXY042 0.5 fair CHRYS 11.0
Habitat 0.5 fair LUPIN 6.5
Condition 0.5 fair '+ PENST [0 ¥ 2
Rating = Not 0.1 poor CRAC2 3.0
Possible 0.5 fair BASA 50.0'\;
0.5 fair AGSP 7.8
1.0 good POSE 80.5
0.5 fair ' BRTE et ¥ P
1.0 good FEID 4.5
0.l poor STTHS 8.5
0.5 fair ELCI 0.5 -
i 0.5 i faie) (TSIRCDTROO] 1 17:80) {7 /

: - AL Key area DSP WQ 03 is located on a Gravelly North Slope '_
i Ji @t ainivw yd oitizon range site.. According to the range site description for this
wdesids 004 site, the potential-native vegetation is dominated by Idaho
fescue and three-tip sagebrush. - Potential ~ vegetative *
o coangmsdw dusudould anotcomposition - is) about 60% grasses,: 10% forbs and - 30%'-“.-:.-'_
_‘:,}.,_:,.: topr dpy Brn =z ; ‘ShI'UbS. S 2 :"'_ljl': { ;
f Aot 10 fOIMROGINGD 50) B olvialie fdr no hrant
sl gk 2r 1l !!:"*.':.‘;:;e b ot -Under dcgraded c0nd1t10ns Idaho fescue decreases in the
' SR i st Jlangaav f_.-_uunderstory and three-tip sagebrush increases. Snowberry
4 : Ji B MCEET ‘also increases on the higher elevation sites. The current
Bz "+ status of this community cannot be determined for this site
i Leociici without  comparable - data, however, the available data
=i : 41 - ‘ri suggests that this -habitat type is not at its potential
B 59 1R - condition. Current livestock grazing practices are not
Qe Yo .11 | contributing to the maintenance of this condition, but past
: activities were very likely a major cause.
The current site conditions are neither beneficial nor
detrimental to the habitat conditions of this site, given the
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season of use. The overall habitat condition rating for this
portion of the Bilk Creek DSP-3 use area is good. The
overall habitat condition rating was determined by
evaluating several crucial habitat parameters including
cover, forage quality, water availability, key browse age and
form class, and disturbance.

Thermal cover is of fair quality. Cover quality in this
habitat type is limited by the low stature of the vegetative
community and the limited topographic relief. The
available vegetation in the area, is good with two thirds of
the species encountered rating as good or fair mule deer
spring/fall forage. Overall vegetation quality is good.

Snowberry was selected as the key browse species. Both
age and form class were found to be satisfactory. The -
disturbance/interference rating was good, with limited
human disturbance during the hunting season in .late
September to mid October being the primary impact.
Finally, water was abundant throughout the study area.

Key area DSP-WQ-04 is located on a South Slope 12-16"

-range site.- According to the range site description for this -
site, the potential native vegetation is dominated by '
/. bluebunch “wheatgrass and mountain big sagebrush. ..

" Potential -vegetative composition by weight is about 70% R
s 'afasses 10% forbs and 20% shrubs. I

a3 8 'u-..;.

:e'-.Under degraded condltlons, bluebunch whéatgr_étés and S

Thurber's needlegrass decrease and sagebrush increases.
Based on the available data, the composition of bluebunch

‘"2 'wheatgrass ‘appears to be low and sagebrush is high. There

was abundant evidence that livestock frequented this habitat

. type in the vicinity of the key area. The form class of the

key browse species provides another indication that recent

' grazing practices have influenced the current conditions.

The key browse species further indicates that over the last
three years, these impacts have not been as pronounced.
This use area was rcstcd from cattle grazing in 1995.

The overall habitat condmon rating-for this habitat type is
-good The qualxty of thermal and protective cover and

IE) LIS
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browse form class are the two factors limiting the
attainment of excellent condition deer spring range in this
portion of the-Bilk Creek DSP-3 use area. Thermal and
protective cover was rated as fair and is a result of the open
nature of the vegetative community on a south facing slope.
Significant improvement in this habitat parameter is not
expected.

Bitterbrush was selected as the key browse species and was
found to have satisfactory age class distribution, but poor
form class. The form class is improving in the stand, as
evidenced by at least three years of lower livestock and
deer use of the annual growth. The current utilization level,
at the time of survey was slight, which follows with the
conclusion that livestock have been the primary cause of
the poor form class, and also that the principle deer use
occurs in the fall. The disturbance and interference
parameter was rated excellent, as human activity during the
season of mule deer use is limited to infrequent low
intensity hunter pressure. Water distribution, as is the case
for much of the mule deer habitat in the Bilk Creek
Mountains, is excellent. :

v Key area DSP:WQ'-.O-S was established in a Granitic South

Slope 12-14" range site to monitor the rate of recovery of -

. the portion of the Bilk Creek DSP-3 use area that burned in:* - -

1985. A modified monitoring protocol similar to that used

. “on DS-WQ-07 was used on this site. Like DS-WQ-07, the - -

objective for DSP-WQ-08 is to determine the current status
of the burned plant community after 10 years and to enable

future momtonng of how the community progresses back
toward prcbum conditions.

Accordlng to the range site description for this habitat type,
the potent1al native vegetation is dominated by bluebunch
wheatgrass, Thurber's needlegrass, mountain big sagebrush,
and antelope bitterbrush. = The potential vegetation
composition is about 60% shrubs, 10% forbs and 30%

shrubs (by weight). There is no available data to establish

what the preburn conditions were, but all of these species
are present in the current community. Cheatgrass was the
only annual species inventoried along with the perennial
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species , therefore the actual density of other undesirable
species is not known. However, the abundance of desirable
perennial grass species and the emergence of both
sagebrush and bitterbrush is a good indication that the
greatest competitor, Cheatgrass, is not a significant
competitor in this particular range site following a burn.
The overall low frequency of occurrence verifies this
conclusion.

Overall, the vegetation community was very diverse
compared to DS-WQ-07. Comparatively, forage quality
was much better for this site as well, though this was due
mostly to the different season of mule deer use and the
preference of different species during the fall/winter period.

Average cover height was lower than at DS-WQ-07. This
_is believed to be a result of the increased abundance of

grass species. Rabbitbrush is slightly more dominant than

snowberry on this site as compared to DS-WQ-07.

In the ‘'spring of 1994, the Ranch Manager of the Wilder-
Quinn Allotment, who is also the permittee of the Bilk
Creek Allotment contacted the BLM to propose the re-
initiation of sheep grazing in the Wilder Quinn Allotment.
~"The proposal was to allow sheep grazing in the summer

. pasture scheduled to be rested from' cattle grazing.- The .. -
“"allotment had been adjudicated for sheep use and later in” * =

" "in the Wilder/little Wilder/Sagehen area. Due to a concern
 “over the’ effects of initiating grazing by sheep in cattle
“rested. pasturcs ‘browse utilization monitoring was initiated.
'Bitterbrush, - snowberry, serviceberry, and Arrowleaf
~balsamroot were selected for inspection as the key browse
" species. 'Utilization monitoring sites were not permanently
“established to allow for flexibility in monitoring from year
to year.

'Momtormg was conducted two times in 1994, before sheep
“use and at the end of the season. Both visits resulted in the
“'same conclusion. By far the primary sheep grazing
"pressure was on arrowleaf balsamroot. - Utilization was
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concentrated on the flowers. Some discernible use was also
observed on snowberry and bitterbrush, but it was less than
50%. Close:inspection of the bitterbrush in the area
indicated significant use approaching 90% on current years
leader growth had occurred fairly regularly in past years,

~ but had not occurred in the last few years. Snowberry
bared similar evidence, but was less pronounced. The
overall conclusion for the re-initiation of domestic sheep
use in the summer pastures was that there did not appear to
be a conflict with the principle goals of a rest rotation
grazing system as dietary overlap between sheep and cows -
was limited.

In 1995 cattle use was not scheduled in the Wilder/little
Wilder/Sagehen area and domestic sheep were. Overall, the
findings in this use area were the same as in 1994 with the
following exception. Acting on a report by a hunter in
August, a bedding area was located on top of Granite
Mountain. The utilization of bitterbrush, which was the
dominant shrub species in the area was heavy and surface
soil disturbance was extreme on the granitic soils. Few
_understory specxes ‘'were observed outside of the direct .
. protection of the shrub canopy. The conclusion of these
~ findings was that bedding areas need to be rotated more
., frequently ;and more, areas need to be developed  to
o _mmumze the 1rnpacts to any one area. ;- i

Pme Forest DS- 5 (concentratlon) use area approxxmately
5,000 acres represented ;

"' This habitat 't"ype is located on Mahogany Mountain at the
. north end of the Pine Forest Mountains. This habitat type
generally occurs above 5800 to 6000 feet. This use area
contains two basic habitat types. The largest, representing
. approximately 70% of the use area is a mountain
sagebrush/grass community. The majority of the remaining
habitat is an extensive mahogany woodland. A mule deer
habitat condition and trend study was established in the
mountain brush habitat type. Refer to the table below for
a summary of the habitat conditions found at DS-WQ- -02
which is in a Granitic South Slope 12-14" range site.

59




Final Wilder-Quinn Allotment Evaluation August 27, 1998

Summary of Data Collected in the Pine Forest DS-5 use area in the Wilder Quinn Allotment in 1995.

poor
poor

Key
area Mule Deer Forage WComposition #Species Canopy Cover Cover Height
Season of Use Preference Value Line Intercept Encountered (Artem/Total) tin.})

Use area Method 5 (Sp.Richness) Average value
BE-wo-03 7.1 poot  ARTAV 193 T 17.5/59.7 20.0
Summer 1.0 goed PUTR2 55.1
Granitic South 0.5 fair RIBES 2.5
Slope 12-14° ¢.5 fair PHLOX 0.2
NV023XY¥042 0.1 poor LUPIN 0.2
Habitat 0.1 poor COPA2 0.1
Condition 0.5 fair CRAC 0.1
Rating = 82.8 0.1 poor STTH 2.6
0.1 3.5
0.1 2.2
0.1 0.3

poor

Gt MY,

According to the range site description, the potential
community is dominated by bluebunch wheatgrass and
Thurber's needlegrass, with mountain big sagebrush and
bitterbrush being the dominant shrub species. Potential
vegetation composition is about 60% grasses, 10% forbs,
and 30% shrubs (percent by air-dry weight). The
vegetation profile of a degraded Granitic South Slope 12-
14" range site would consist of reduced frequency and
density of wheatgrass and needlegrass and increases in
sagebrush, snowberry, arrowleaf balsamroot, and
rabbitbrush. ~ While the data collected is not directly
comparable to the composition figures presented in the
range site description, the high composition of brush and
“low composmon of grasses indicates that this habitat type
is not at its potennal vegctatxon composition, :

" There was abundant evidence of past livestock lmpacts m.'f' s :
 the area, particularly within the mahogany woodland type, ©

but also in the mountain brush habitat studied at - the key .- -
“area. The form class ‘indicated significant livestock use on *
mahogany sarvxccbcn'y and bitterbrush. This area has not
_had scheduled livestock use since 1993 due to a problem

*“with fencing and changcs in operators. The available

"evidence supports this fact. Current utilization rates at the
time of study were slight on all browse species.

Bitterbrush ‘was selected as the key browse species and was
found to have satisfactory form class but deficient age class

distribution. ' This data is somewhat deceiving, as there was

abundant reproduction occurring, however, the primary age
“class in 'the community was decadent overmature plants.
The total vegetative canopy cover was over 50%, This is
unusual and combined with the overmature status of the key
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browse species may be an indication of the trend of this
community toward a grass dominated potential natural

community.

From a forage perspective, the vegetation encountered in
the portion of the Pine Forest DS-5 use area represented by
DS-WQ-02 is fair to good summer forage. Nearly half of
the species encountered are considered good or fair summer
forage. Together these good and fair species accounted for
just over 61% of the total species cover at the key area.

Thermal and protective cover rated good due to the
extensive mahogany cover and nearly 20 inch average
vegetation height outside the woodland.
Disturbance/interference was minimal due to very
" limited/rough access and received a high rating. Water was
slightly more limited than found in summer and spring
habitats in the Bilk Creek Mountains, but was still rated as
good. The overall mule deer habitat condition rating was

" excellent.

L A ' Pine Forest DW-=7 use area; approximately 2,000 acres
" " represented.” S

This - habitat - area- encompasses - the -corridor. - around ..
Mahogany Mountain out to the:toe of the mountain,’and
o - extends north ‘along the ridge past-Emigrant Pass"toward
Black Mountain. There are se\'{eralff'djfferer:;t._‘vege_ta'ti"c_'):r’l;_vl. S
types within this seasonal use area, but the largest is’a®
bitterbrush/sagebrush/bluebunch ' wheatgrass - community G
which encompasses about 40% of the total use area. Key
area DW-WQ-01 was established in this habitat type.

Key area DW-WQ-01 was established in a transition zone
between’ the Granitic South Slope 8-12" and Granitic South
Slope 12-14" range sites. Both range sites are dominated
by bluebunch wheatgrass and Thurber's needlegrass with
Wyoming big ‘sagebrush in the 8-12" range site and
mountain big sagebrush in the 12-14" range sites under
potential native vegetation conditions. The drier 8-12"
range site contains about 55% grasses, 5% forbs and 40%
shrubs as its potential vegetation composition, while the
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wetter 12-14" site contains 60% grasses, 10% forbs and
30% shrubs. In both instances, a degraded site typically
has reduced eomposition of the dominant grasses and
increases in the shrubs. Arrowleaf balsamroot which is
found in the wetter range site also increases. While the
conditions at the Key area do not fit neatly into either range
site, the site conditions are consistent with the description
of a degraded community found in both range site
descriptions.

The overall habitat condition rating for the portion of the
Pine Forest DW-7 use area represented by the key area is
good. Bitterbrush was selected as the key browse species
and was found to have satisfactory age and form class.

5 Thermal and hiding cover was poor however. This
parameter was limited by the open nature of the vegetation
community and a low overall average vegetation height.
Disturbance/Interference was rated fair/good due to the
accessibility and high hunter pressure during the season of
use. Water availability was not factored into the
determination of condition due to its reduced importance
during the winter. The following table summarizes the
habitat conditions found at DW-WQ-01.

Summary of Data Collected in the Pine Forest DW-7 use area in the Wilder Quinn Allotment in 1995.

Key area Mule Deer Forage %Composition ‘#Species Canopy Cover Cover Height .
Season of Use. . Preference Value  Line Intercept ., . Encountered (Artem/Total) (in.). B
Use area « ‘@ fie o ; Method '/ 110U ¢1.(sp.Richness) Average value - - -
DW-wQ-01 fair = ARTR4d 64.6 " =y 1 P 15.5/24.0 11.2

Winter
Granitic South '~ 0.5\ v
Slope 12-14°-
NVO23IXY04S .
Habitat "5
Condition
Rating = 66.1 °

good PUTR2 13.5
‘fair!, | CHRYS 1.5
fair BASA 0.4
+ POOT . PHLO ... 1.2
poor ‘- ASTER “ - 0.1
... falz ERIOG 0.9
I'good | . POSE "13.3

poor ST =535
145 1 tpoozr 11t CART 30,1

COoOMHrODOOOH O
O WU OO

Pronghorn
Pronghorn habitat in the Wilder Quinn allotment is fairly
extensive over the lower elevation valley bottom areas in
the allotment. Only one antelope condition and trend study
was monitored in the Wilder Quinn allotment. The study
consisted of measurement of total vegetative production and
cover height. The study site is located within the perimeter
of the 1985 Wilder fire and subsequent reseeding and was

numbered AW-WQ-08 to denote the primarily winter
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antelope use.

AW-WQ-08 is located in a reseeded-burned Wyoming Big
sagebrush/Sandberg  bluegrass/Thurber's  needlegrass
community at an elevation of approximately 4700 feet. The
area is dominated by crested wheatgrass and Ladak alfalfa
with interspersions of intermediate wheatgrass, and the
native bluegrass and needlegrass. Average vegetation
height was ten inches.

Total vegetative production was quite high at 1,133
pounds/acre, but was of overall low quality with respect to
antelope winter forage value. -Water was quite dispersed
with the distance to water averaging 3-4 miles. As a result
of these findings, the overall habitat rating was poor. The
primary limiting factors were distribution and abundance of
quality winter forage species, forage diversity, water
availability, and availability of cover.

There was some qucstion as to the validity of this
conclusnon, given the rapid growth of the resident antelope
population after the fire. ~ Consultation with NDOW
- personnel indicated that the increase in antelope numbers
‘has been primarily around the perimeter of the burn areas
where thc above mennoned limiting - factors - ‘were _less -
£ pronounccd rAccordmg to NDOW, resident antelope rarely
.., venture far from the bum edge and are thus not limited by
. the’ shortcommgs of thc habitat represented by. the key area. -’ :
.. This conclusion . was . further supported by the livestock '
/. ;s manager who indicated that the principal area of antelope
- Sightings. is. around thc perimeter of the fire.

There was abundant evidence throughout the interior of the
fire that progress is, being made toward minimizing several
of the identified lumtmg factors. This evidence is in the
form of numerous areas of sagebrush re-establishment
within the burn, as well as. areas of native forb
reestablishment including arrowleaf balsamroot, lupine and
" penstemon These areas are currently in the early stages of
establishment and are therefore locally dense, but very
dispersed. The key area was not located in an area to allow
detection of these changes, but is representative of the

L)
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majority of the Bilk Creek PW-6 use area.
California Bighorn Sheep

Bighorn sheep have been established in two areas in the
Wilder Quinn allotment. The first transplant occurred in
1985 at McGee Mountain. This release was in conformance
with the Pine Forest Habitat Management Plan. From the
initial transplant population of the McGee Mountain has
expanded over five fold. The rate of growth of this
population has begun to slow as the population reaches its

~ carrying capacity based on the most limiting factor of

water.

The second transplant occurred in 1987 at Mahogany
Mountain. This group has also expanded approximately five
fold ‘from the initial: population of 20 animals. The
population continues to grow rapidly toward its carrying
capacity, but is still far from its potential of over 1,000
individuals over the entire Pine Forest range. This

5 population makes its home primarily on _the west side of
Mahogany Mountam :

' Spemﬁq bLghom sheep habitat condition studles have not
" been established. However, population growth rates are an - . .
. excellent indicator of habitat conditions. Since populatlons
~ were estabhshed in"the Mahogany : Mountain <~ McGee
““ "Mountain areas, ‘they have expanded over five-fold. The
- 'growth of theése population has been, to date, an expansion =
~ “of “animals towards the carrying capacity of the habitat.
" Nevada 'Division " of  Wildlife have described _habitat
"““conditions in thése two areas as good to very good.

* The McGee Mountain population has experienced a slowing

of growth in recent years. This slowed growth can be -

: :"attnbuted to near attainment of carrying capacity for that

range. Water is'the limiting factor for this range.

' The Mahogany Mountain herd has continued to expand into
~ new habitat and 1s not experiencing any significant habitat
“relatcd conﬂlcts ' ,
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The south end of the Pueblo Mountains has been the site of
increasing pioneering activity by bighorn sheep coming
from the north-'end of the Steens and Pueblo Mountains in
Oregon. These sheep originated from a 1976 transplant
operation conducted by the Oregon Department of Fish and
Wildlife. . Again the lack of reliable perennial water has
hindered establishment of a permanent population here. In
general, habitat conditions for California bighorn sheep in
the Wilder-Quinn allotment are good to excellent.

Potential habitat in the Bilk Creek Mountains is not likely
to be re-established with sheep due to active domestic sheep
grazing in both the Wilder-Quinn and the neighboring Bilk
Creek allotments.

Elk

Elk are infrequent visitors to the Wilder Quinn allotment,
primarily in the northern end near Mahogany Mountain. In
recent years, reports of elk have been more frequent as
populations in Oregon approach carrying capacity. and
overflow populations begin pioneering into new suitable

_ habitats. Habitat conditions in the Pine Forest portion of
the allotment are excellent

Sage Grousc bk -',r

MO S

o

Sage . grouse habitat in the Wilder Quinn a.llotrncnt is
extensive with many areas having been impacted by fire.’
_The most significant fire occurred in 1985 when substantial
~“portions of the lower and mid elevation habitat areas were
burned. An additional large portion of summer habitat in
~ the Shyster Creek drainage was burned by the 1991 Lovely
fire.

Livestock have also had an impact on the condition of sage
grouse summer habitat in meadows and riparian area which
serve as crucial late summer brood rearing and foraging
areas. These impacts include removal of hiding cover and
competition for and reduction of forage due to heavy

grazing.
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Crucial habitat parameters were determined using several
sources, particularly The Western States Sage Grouse
Committee which presented a comprehensive guide to
habitat requirements for sage grouse in their 1974
Guidelines for Habitat Protection in Sage Grouse Range
(Report). In this report, habitat conditions which resulted
in the highest reproductive success for sage grouse strutting,
nesting, brood rearing, and wintering ranges in the west are
summarized.

The following criteria were found to sustain the highest
levels of use and resulted in the highest reproductive
~ success by sage grouse:

* Strutting Habitat

Low sagebrush or brush free areas for strutting and nearby
areas of sagebrush having 20-50% canopy cover for loafing.

Nesting Habitat
1. Areas within 2 miles of strutting grounds.

2. Sagebrush _betweéﬁ' 7 and 31 inches in height (Optimum
= 16 inches) =~ :

3. Sagebrush canbpjz cover  of 20-30% (optimum = 27%)
""" Brood Rearing habitat -
. 1. Sagebrush canapy cover of 10-21% (optimum = 14%).

2. High corﬁposition of forb species.

3. Vigorous-available meadow vegetation in late summer
~and fall. '

Winter habitat
1. Greater than 20% sagebrush canopy cover.

2. Areas do not maintain high winter snow depth due to
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'”Ds-w_Q-é

either elevation or topography.

In addition NDOW personnel cited various literature
sources which indicated the importance of good understory
growth beneath and surrounding the nest bush. Understory
cover helps to conceal the nests from predation from the air
and creates a microclimate around the nest which is warmer

than the ambient air temperature.

‘Specific sage grouse habitat condition studies have not been

established. Forage condition and vigor, "edge", forage
diversity  (species richness), and forb composition are
factors known to be of critical importance in habitat
selection behaviors in sage grouse. The studies data
collected from the seven mule deer and one pronghorn
condition and trend studies are, however, suitable for
assessment of sage grouse habitat condition. This studies
data was evaluated with respect to the criteria identified
above for strutting, nesting, brood rearing, and/or wintering
habitat. For the key areas representing burned habitat, the
current suitability is assessed, as well as the potential
suitability based on the range site description.

Bilk Créek‘ Moﬁi’{tain's Habitat Area

This usc area 1s rcpresented by six key areas. . Three jof =t
" these key areas are located in the area burned by the 1985

Wilder fire. A totaI of seven brood rearing areas and 1 -

I',';struttmg area are located within this habitat area.  The
. surveys wh1ch 1ocatcd these sites are incomplete for this
habitat area however

DS-WQ-6 is located on a southwest facing slope at an
elevation of 6,520 feet. Total vegetative canopy cover is
46.7% and sagebrush canopy cover is 11.4%. Average
vegetation height is 42 inches. Based on these conditions,
the habitat represented by DS-WQ-06 appears to be capable
of supporting nesting and brood rearing.
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Nesting Habitat Quality

Strutting grounds as well as brood rearing areas have been
documented within or close to the habitat type represented
by DS-WQ-06. Sagebrush is taller than the recommended
height for optimum nesting habitat, but sagebrush canopy
“cover is deficient. Observations made at the site indicated
that there was adequate understory nesting cover. Based on
this information, the habitat represented by DS-WQ-06 is
estimated as good quality nesting habitat.

~ Brood Rearing Qqality

Sagebrush canopy cover is within the recommended range.
However, forb composition is limited with only four percent
"composition. Livestock grazing practices have not been
conducive to providing vigorous available meadow
"vegetation in late summer and fall due to the high
utilization rates that have been recorded. Overall brood
rearing habitat quality is estimated to be poor to fair.

' DS-WQ-07

This key area is in a burned habitat on a south exposure at  ~ .
an elevation of 6200 feet. Vegetation height is 11 inches ... . ..
T hEeet) and sagebrush canopy cover is less than five percent Forb
Sy Ty e el ~_ composition is low and available meadow vegetation ‘has
N "* been significantly unpacted by livestock. - The range site
descnptlon indicated that this habitat potentially supports-a
. vegetation commumty historically providing quality nesting
“and brood rearing habitat. Prior to the burn, nesting and
brood rearing habitat quality was probably similar to that
found at DS-WQ-06. The current habitat conditions are no -
longer suitable as nesting or brood rearing habitat but are
suitable as low quality sage grouse strutting grounds.
Overall, strutting habitat quality is poor to good depending
on the proximity of the habitat to the unburned edge and
the surrounding topography. Few areas in this portion of
the burn are good quality potential strutting grounds.
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DSP-WQ-03

The vegetation community represented by this key area is
located on north facing slopes with an average vegetation
height of 11 inches. Sagebrush canopy cover is at 16% and
forb composition is low. Proximity to riparian vegetation
is not a limiting factor, however, the availability of this
resource is extremely limiting due to conflicts with season
long livestock grazing. Elevation is a limiting factor to the
ability of this site to support significant winter use. There
was evidence that this site serves as a loafing area for sage

_grouse coming off either the nearby meadows or the low

sage ridge top above. Probable habitat use by sage grouse
in this vegetation type is as a nesting or brood rearing area. -

Nesting habitat quality

Strutting ground surveys are incomplete for this area, but
suitable strutting grounds are nearby. Sagebrush height is
well within the suitable range, however, sagebrush canopy
cover was, slightly less than desirable. Overall nesting

,-habitat quality is ‘e'stimated as fair due to the deficient

sagebrush canopy cover.

' Brood Rcarmg habltat quahty

: __Sagebrush CanOPy cover is well within the recommendcd
... .range for. quality, brood rearing habitat,” however forb. -
.,,,composition -is limited. Meadow habitats are abundant
.. throughout _this. habitat type. The quality of habitat
oGt 1 provided by thesc sites is low due to heavy livestock use
iy a e - which limits sage grouse use because reduced cover
availability and reduced forage. Water availability is

probably not  limited due to the orientation of the
meadow/spring sources which provides for water
availability without serious exposure to predation. Loafing
areas of mountain big sagebrush surrounding the meadows

~are of poor to good quality depending on the degree of

livestock disturbance to the understory community.
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DSP-WQ-04

The vegetation community represented by this key area is
located on a south facing slope with an average vegetation
height of 16 inches. Sagebrush canopy cover is a very low
5.8% and forb composition is under 2%. Riparian areas are
abundant, but riparian forage and hiding cover are again
limited due to livestock conflicts. Elevations average over
5,500 feet with the key area being located at 6,380 feet.
Understory nesting cover is limited as well.

Based on these site conditions, the habitat represented by
DSP-WQ-04 does not appear to be suited to sage grouse
use during any of the identified crucial reproductive
periods.

DSP-WQ-05 -

" The vegetation community represented by this key area is

within a burned area which historically provided habitat
similar to that found as DS-WQ-07. The current habitat
conditions are no longer favorable to sage grouse nesting

“ brood rearing or wintering due to the removal of the shrub

component. - The current habitat conditions are, however -

favorablc for strutting activities.

.9

The character of thlS portncm of the ﬁre was such as’ to st
leave 2 few scattcrcd islands of unburned vegetation locatedl;_:_,__ :
* ‘-'"'mostly in rocky substrate soils on hill tops. The sagebrush -

component is 'also vigorously returning in several small
drainage basins. - Topography is primarily gently rolling

 open hills. These habitat conditions result in an estimated
“"good quality strutting habitat for this portion of the burn.

" The ''final * habitat~ type -contained in the Bilk Creek

mountains habitat area is that represented by AW-WQ-05.
This habitat type is also burned but is representative of that
portion of the burn that was reseeded. The current habitat
conditions consist of ‘gently rolling hills at an elevation of

"' 4710 feet. There is currently very little shrub cover, but it

is returning into several sites. Based on the range site
description, historic sage grouse use was probably winter
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based. The current habitat description and historic sage
grouse use is characteristic of the majority of the habitat
burned in 1985.

With the lack of shrub cover, the habitat represented by
AW-WQ-05 is no longer suited for sage grouse winter use.
The current potential sage grouse use is as strutting habitat.
Two of the five strutting grounds known to occur in the
Bilk Creek Mountains portion of the Wilder Quinn
allotment occur in this area. Two additional strutting
© grounds out of the allotment but within two miles of the
allotment boundary occur in this burned area. All of the
known strutting grounds in the burn area are located near
the edge of the burn indicating that much of the burn area
is not usable due to the lack of loafing cover. The
vegetation currently dominant is wheatgrass and needlegrass
with alfalfa occurring in dispersed but locally abundant
patches. The estimated strutting habitat quality is good for
areas proximal to the unburned edge and poor for areas
further inside the bum. The re-invasion of sagebrush
throughout the burn area in vigorously reproducing patches
indicates a long term upward trend in the overall wildlife
. habitat condition for the burn.

Pine Forest Habitat Area

| oL RS Y Sl i -«w,-, g ’_'-."i"i"-"-"'. -Ih‘-n . SR A e

20 -+~ The Pine Forest sage grouse hab1tat area is representcd by:,'i'-_ 05
| 4 . two key areas.:;DS-WQ-02 is representative of the high =

elevation areas on Mahogany Mountain, while DW-WQ-01 -
is representative of the low elevation areas surrounding its
base. As a result of an incomplete survey by the Oregon
Department of Fish and Wildlife in 1990, two strutting
grounds were identified in the Mahogany Mountain area.
DS-WQ-02

. The habitat represented by this key area is characterized as
a high elevation sagebrush community with an average
- vegetation height of 20 inches and a sagebrush canopy
cover of 17.5%. This habitat type starts around 6500 feet
in elevation and extends to the top of the mountain. Water
is significantly less available than in the Bilk Creek habitat
area, but livestock impacts have historically been similar.
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Forb composition is low, as is understory nesting cover.
The primary-use for this habitat type is most likely for
nesting activity.

Nesting Habitat Quality

There are no known strutting grounds in this area, but
suitable strutting habitat is abundant. Average sagebrush
height is well within the optimum range, but sagebrush
canopy cover is slightly less than desired. As mentioned
above understory nesting cover is somewhat limiting, but it
is not thought to be prohibitory to sage grouse nesting use.
“The overall nesting habitat quality is estimated to be fair.

'waqm

The habltat represented by this key area is characterized by

a open canopy of sagebrush and bitterbrush with a fairly

dispersed understory community. This habitat type occurs

roughly below 5,200 feet in elevation and extends down to

around 4,700 feet.” This habitat type is also poorly watered

R '+ 'with riparian habitat being isolated to a few small meadows.
' "~ "Snow accumulations are not likely to prohibit winter use.

" ‘Due to’ the open arid nature of the community and the
limitations of the available riparian habitat, the habitat ...
represented by this key area is best suited for winter use
and strutting activities. Winter habitat quality, based on the" 3

f el existing 'conditions is estimated to. be good with canopy  ° .
~“Ucover of ‘sagebrush ‘being the limiting factor.” Strutting =% =

Hag habltat quality 'is estimated to be good with sagebrush
canopy cover bemg hrmtmg

N
Q0
O

&% = e 908 phas T W

2wl 0RO gi g 'Rlpanaanlshencs Habltat

R1par1an habitat in the Wilder Quinn allotment has been
receiving heavy livestock use throughout the evaluation
~period.  The earliest formal documentation of riparian
habitat conditions, which were made in 1977 identified
‘heavy livestock use as a major factor contributing to poor
-condition riparian habitat. Headcutting, soil compaction,
punching and trampling of riparian habitats was identified
“~as the primary causes for the poor condition. In addition,

£
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beaver were identified as being a significant contributor to
declining aspen condition in the Bilk Creek Mountains.
Evidence of heavy beaver activity contributing to reduced

riparian condition can be found in Wilder, Little Wilder,

and Shyster creeks.

" In addition to the conflicts with scheduled livestock summer
use, excessive unscheduled livestock use in pastures
scheduled for rest has been a recurring problem. Data was
collected in 1995 to ascertain livestock utilization levels in
the rested fields, but has been acknowledged as a problem

~in past years as well by the permittee. The combination of
heavy use in scheduled years and light to heavy use in
unscheduled ~years has resulted in degraded riparian

" conditions in several drainages with headcutting, punching,

'_"'and_ reduced stream condition ratings being the result.

Fisheries habltat

B gt F
2ty : ! CGEs 24501

The following perenmal streams occur in the Wilder-Quinn

et S o a]lotment i PN
et SISO O G BEL SHGLT
‘ Name i leneih‘(tetal) il Length {public) _Surveyed (Yes or No)
> Butte Creek 1.6 miles " 3% 0.5 miles No
Deep Creek 4 2 mlles G 20820 2 miles No _
Maggle Creek 8 0 miles. __fﬂ»‘ 77 miles No - i
“Mud Creek, % “45 rmle's’."' 5 -"-”"”_'ﬁ'.O”rﬁiles' I NO Rk
Sagehen Creek 9% 45 miles 7% 4.5 miles No
S.Fork Cottonwood 3.7 miles 0._2 miles* No
Shyster Creek Y83 m11es it 8'3' miles No
‘Wilder Creek 12 0 rmles 2.8 miles HYes
“L. Wllder Creek "3, 6 mlles 2. 6 miles** +Yes

<" 'An additional 0.4 miles of this stream has been preposed for exchange into public ownership
-¥* Approximately .25 miles of this stream immediately above the diversion has been proposed for exchange from public

to pmrau: ownersblp

"-.""-" .

B &OTS0E D

' “fishery ‘due 'to 'low flows.

Butte and Deep ¢ Creeks are ephemeral on public land in the
allotment.” Maggie Creek is perennial to intermittent or
ephemeral over much of its length but is not suitable as a
The dominant habitat type in
‘Maggie Creek is composed of primarily herbaceous riparian
"vegetation with some willow and few aspen.

& i
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Mud Creek is unfenced and completely private under
exchange of use. Mud Creek has downcut significantly
over most of its perennial length. Heavy to severe livestock
use dominates the utilization profile in this stream. The
upper reaches of the creek support a significant woody
riparian component dominated by aspen and willow. Mud
Creek has not been formally surveyed but appears to be in
poor condition.

Sagehen Creek is incorrectly identified as being under
100% private ownership. With exception of the headwaters
spring/meadow complex, it has not been inspected in recent
years. The headwaters meadows were partially fenced in
1967 to allow recovery of the site due to heavy livestock

- use and resultant high degree of erosion. The fencing was
successful with the aid of several sediment catchments and
the project was abandoned. In recent years, headcuts have
again begun to threaten the integrity of the water table and
a new fence has been proposed by the permittee.

"The South Fork Cottonwood Creek contains very little
public land, but is currently being proposed for exchange
. i into public ownership. The creek conditions are very poor -
S T U wnth deep gullymg, Jack of a ﬂoodplam and hxgh livestock *.
. use being the pnma'fy limiting factor§_ to Ig unprovcmont Gt ieg
31Downstream portionsﬂof the creck"buts‘jgﬁth‘ciaﬂo@ég
- also, proposed for cxchange to pllb].lC owncrshlp have began
,to recover and are on an upward trend. |,

ADECH 1-_3.__

Shystcr Creek 1s£ under 100% pubhc ofwnershnp Stream -
rcoru;ht.mns vary_ wnth heavy llvestock use. and unstable or -
fallcd abandoned bcaver dams bcmg the pnmary limiting

. factors. . . Hedged , willow  are_ common along its lower'“
~reaches. Large aspen «stands ‘with assoc1ated meadow
complexcs are common in the headwaters.™

WILDER CREEK

]

ot H1

Sl:rcam hab1tat condmons have been inventoried three times,
ibesin 1977, 1990 and. 1994 The 1990 survey was conducted
. by. the Nevada D1v1snon of Wildlife (NDOW) using the
GAWS methodology The BLM stream surveys uscd thc
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methods described in BLM Manual 6671. Table I.
presents the trend in selected habitat evaluation parameters,
over time. With the exception of Percent Desirable Stream
Bottom Materials, Percent Rooted Vegetation, and Percent
Sedimentation, all critical habitat parameters have declined
between 12 and 20%.

Overall habitat percent of optimum declined 20% between
1977 and 1994. The principle limiting factors contributing
to the decline include: pool to riffle ratio, pool quality, bank
" cover, bank stability, and width to depth ratio. Livestock
utilization and trampling are the principle causes for the
" declining “trend along the creek. Drought conditions
persisting for the last seven years (with the exception of 92-
'93) ‘cumulating with'the last survey emphasized the habitat
deficiencies associated with water flows and instream
_ habitat conditions. For instance, the lack of annual spring
"flushing" flows to remove accumulated fine sediments in
““pools has'led to a decline in pool’ quality. ' The overall
volume of sediment is also a major contributor in this
—-—instance -as -excessive -trampling - mtroduccs higher  than
normal loads of sechment )

LITTLE WILDER CREEK o]

Stream habltat condmons have been mventoned two tlmes-_
in ;1977 and 1990. - In addmon, lotic: functwnahty“wasf :
“assessed in 1994, The 1977 stream Survey was /as conducted .
using BLM methodologies, while the 1990 survey was =
conducted by NDOW. Table 1. displays selected habitat -

- condition parameters. The overall trend in habitat condition

for thtle Wllder crcek is stanc to sllghtly up. . o

S E -
e

Overall habitat condition ratings are not COmparablc due to

“i:’the different methods employed. However, some individual

habitat parameters are directly comparable. Bank cover

" increased just under'ten percent and bank stability increased

_;ust over twenty. percent over the period 1977 to 1990,

Gl “however, / percent * desirable stream bottom substrates
dcclmed nearly twenty pcrcent

N Gy P ok

i
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It is important to note that the apparent increases in cover
and stability are likely related, in some degree, to the
timing of survey in 1990 versus 1977. In 1990, the survey
was conducted in June, prior to livestock turnout, and
possibly before base flows were attained, while the 1977
survey was conducted in August, with base flows and after
livestock had been in the area for some time. There is a
possibility, given this situation, that bias may have occurred
based on the presence of unutilized current years growth
giving the appearance of good bank stability and cover. It
was noted in the 1990 report that: "No cows were observed
in the survey area.":and "Overall damage [at that point in
time prior to livestock turnout] was considered nonexistent."

The documentation .of heavy livestock use during use
pattern mapping activities latter that year seems to verify
this hypothesis.

Table 1. C‘omparison of Sclecied Habitat Parameters 197.'?,-'1990, 1994 Wilder Creek, 1977, 1990
Little Wilder Creek, Wilder-Quinn Allotment, Humboldt County, Nevada.

% . Riparian :
Stream Habitat HCI '/ Condition’' ‘Bank' |‘Bank'f! % % Desirable S,
Name Agency Year Optimum (NDOW) Class Cover Stability Sediment Bottom material - .. = .°
wilder BLM 1977 S5 --§H358) SFLI 150 760 38 2o 4 Ay
NDOW 1990 -~ 46 -~ == 60 52 e 57
(BTN “.-',--'1'994:'.':-jswsr_f nL g g bvie el igy sl »43.,,-.- : 27 4 VA RS 623
Percent P b Snraanl ‘.,,}j..-._‘- Y ‘_'; r'-;”o;_- R ot —u—- - 41 Ay ns AT AL
Change ;Bm Sumv) =208 7 T a4 ---ss‘ -17% +40% “haris
VIV IGRRSEE VN s s o bR L bisagss 2n ok a5
o SRR A2, STy B I F g e soolobatiisar WO oney
Little e ; ; e i SR P e B e LAt
Wilder ! BIM"S191997 5iCq 8 I otdel. SQO vspotdiiss0n 53 47
TN o R R CSRR | e: 1 g I 3 :
NDOW' 11990 1o '== 2 oot gg S Qe mlRlon 73*5““ :fo -- L 39
Percent Fvittiucda O obgis we dasny anhis jiii F et
Chanos i oy +27 —17%
) 4 A1 1

o 4 Rzpanan Functlonallty Summary:

Lodlc and lentlc rlpanan functionality was determined in
~accordance with BLM Technical Reference 1737-9 (1993)

wuse b Process for Assessmg Proper Functioning Condition.

Lodlc stream‘functlonallty was conducted on the Little
Wilder Creek in July of 1994. Three reaches of the Creek
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TR L

il
|3 o

were Functioning At Risk with a static trend. Reach 1 was
.31 miles, reach 2 was .64 miles, and reach 4 was 1.06
miles. This eonclusion was based on several factors
including the lack of age class diversity in woody riparian
species, lack of vegetation with favorable sod forming root
systems, poor vegetational cover to protect streambanks
from erosion, and lack of shading cover. Reach 3 was .8
miles and was in proper functioning condition.

Lodic functionality was conducted on the following creeks
on June 10, 1998: Antelope Creek, Little Sagehen Creek,
Sagehen Creek Maggie Creek, Shyster Creek, Thacker
Canyon, Virgin Creek, and Wilder Creek. Lentic
functionality was conducted on the upper reaches of
Sagehen and Shyster Creeks. The following is a summary

~of the findings:

'Antelope Creek was considered one reach and was .79
_miles in “length. The creek is considered in proper
/ functlomntJr condmon

_ The Little Sagehen Creek is considered one reach is .85
S miles' in length Thc ‘creek is considered functional-at-risk
with a downward trend with the following limiting factors:
. headcutting which indicates a gradient inbalance, ;the °
o npanan area is not w1denmg, the floodplain and channel 345
characteristics are not adequate to dissipate cncrgy and the SRS
. System is not verncally stable due to headcuts, which are .
“active. The creek ‘does not have a developed channel of any -
extcnd It is a linear feature consisting of meadows ;Omed
s by short stretchcs of channel and is considered a low flow

PRTIRT
PR3 A

_The main ‘stem of Sacrehen Creek is considered one reach
“and is 1.29 miles in length. The creek is functional at risk

. with an upward trend. Limiting factors are as follows:

there is a steep gradient and sinuosity and the upland
watersheds arc “contributing to riparian degradation.

; _'Headwatcrs are being drained by headcuts which is limiting
“the potential downstream extent of the perennial reach of

the creek. The plant communities” are not an adequate
source of coarse and woody material due to a lack of
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willows. There is some rock to dissipate energy.

The north fork and southfork headwaters of Maggie Creek
are considered one reach and is 7.07 miles in length.
Limiting factors are as follows: There are active headcuts
which indicates a gradient imbalance, trees and shrubs are
declining which limits age-class distribution of riparian-

-wetland vegetation, adequate riparian vegetatative cover is

not present to protect banks and dissipate energy during
high flows, the system is not vertically stable to the
headcuts and there are numerous meadows with fine

. sediments and headcuts.

The northfork of Shyster Creek is considered one reach and

is 1.53 miles in length. The reach is functional at risk with
an upward trend with the following limiting factors: The
upland watershed is contributing to riparian degradation, the

headwaters are being drained by headcuts which is limiting

i,,

-func
¢Jl

potential downstream, the plant communities are not an
adequate source of coarse and large woody material due to
a lack of large willows.

N By oAl Sel ' : \
Thacker Canyon is, ‘one reach and is .84 miles in length
The creek s, m proper functioning condmon

nomng condmon
hasd iy, e i.\d.n. iAW

“““ SN 2T e S

forks and is 5.14 ‘miles in length. Limiting factors are as
foﬂows headcuts indicates the gradient is in inbalance, the

: npanan area is not w1denmg, trees and shrubs are declining

which limits cover to protect banks and dissipate energy
durmg high water flows, the system is not vertically stable
and eros1on ‘is occurring due to headcuts. Reach 2 is the
" main stem of Wilder Creek and is .55 miles in length. The

; _reach is functional at risk with a static trend. Limiting

. factors are the npanan area is not widening and lack of

.il woody . riparian_species to protect banks and dissipate

g energy during hlghwater events.

s -8 o e A
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Lentic functionality was conducted on the headwater
meadows of Sagehen Creek and on Shyter Creek. The
meadows are 48 acres and 70 acres respectively and are
functional at risk with a downward trend. Limiting factors
are as follows: headcuts are lowering the water table and
wetland area is narrowing, surface and subsurface flows are
being altered by a road, reservoir, and checkdams. Wetland
plants are'not exhibiting high vigor due to drainage from
the headcuts, there is not adequate vegetative cover to
protect soi surface in headcut areas, and there is excessive
erosion and deposition due to headcuts.

9. " Other Threatened/Endangered species

The following sensitive plant species have been documented
in the Wilder Quinn all_otment:

Caulanthus barnebyii (around the Quinn River ranch)
Astragalus alvordensis (Northern extreme of the allotment)

The following sensitive wildlife and plant species may
occur in " the “"Wilder Quinn allotment = according . to
corrcspondcnce received from the U.S. Fish and Wlldhfo
Semce (ﬁle number 1- 5 -95-SP- 053) it

e L st U 1}{

o G3d 9 nonninesh g
HER0Z 250 , S

:;Brachy]agus *1dahocnms Pygmy rabb' (throughout .th 5
“*allotment in sagebrush habitat types . 5 8 :
“ Athene cunicularia’ hxpugc Burrowmg owI (throughout the'
“allotment common to “disturbed areas) '
Myons cﬂlolabrum Small footed myotzs
Myons evotis  Long eared myotis .
““Myotis’ thysanodes Fringed myotis-
Myotis volens Long lcgged myotis
Plecotus - townsendu townsendii Pacific Townsend‘s bit
earcd bat S
lccotus town;endu pallc§cen s Pale Townsend's big eared
bat 18 R
Accrpitcr gentilis‘Northem Goshawk
' Buteo regalis Ferruginous hawk
' 'Childonias niger Black tern
Ixobrychus exilis hesperis Least bittern
Plegadis Chihi white faced ibis

' - .
v B e SR G o 4 L 6 fains
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Cryptantha schoolcrafti Schoolcraft's cryptantha

Mentzelia mollis Smooth stickleaf

Of these Species, the pygmy rabbit, burrowing owl, and
northern goshawk are likely to be effected by livestock
grazing activities in the allotment.

The pygmy rabbit occurs in sagebrush grass communities
throughout northern Nevada. Its preferred habitat is along
drainages and in valley bottom settings. The impacts to this
species from livestock grazing include destruction of cover
and competition for forage. Management of livestock
grazing to ensure attainment of 50% use or less in upland
and riparian habitats minimizes the potential for conflicts
with this species and does not result in livestock grazing
contributing to the.need to list this species as either
threatened or endangered under the Endangered Species act.

The burrowing owl.is a small raptor which nests in
abandoned rodent dens in disturbed areas such as road bars,
livestock salting areas and gravel pits. It may also nest in
abandoned burrows in sagebrush habitats wherever there is

| -a sufﬁc:lent prey base. Impacts to this species by livestock
2. -grazing include destructlon of the den entrance by trampling

and unpacts to the prey base through competition for

_forage..In the case.of potential destruction of den entrance, il
-, this 1mpact 1s not very likely as hvestock consciously avold__-.'.-'-. s

Flasdsdaa

The competition for forage between
[i.prey .. specxes and hvestock is minimized through the
management of hvestock to ensure 50% or less use in
- upland and : npanan habrtats

i 8 TR ol S

i R lad

o1 PNt

' The Northern Gosﬁawk may be found in the Wilder Quinn

“allotment.  This spec1es primarily nests in deciduous
woodlands such as the aspen woodlands found in the upper
Shyster Creek and Sage Hen Creek drainages. Potential

;- conflicts bet’weenl_,the Northern Goshawk and livestock
1 »,8razing include depletion of nesting habitat through heavy

This impact has been
period, though

utlllzatlon of, regeneranng aspen.
throughout the evaluation

.. documented goshawk. nesting activity has not occurred.
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More intensive livestock grazing management and/or
modification of the season of use or stocking rates to ensure
that utilization. of aspen regeneration does not result in a
downward trend in the size and distribution of aspen in the
allotment would minimize this impact.

10.  Water quahty sampling was not conducted in the Wilder
Quinn Allotment durmg the evaluatmn penod

11.  Noxious weeds have been documented on the Wilder-Quinn
Allotment. Scotch thistle and perennial pepperweed have
been observed south of Quinn River Ranch and in the Lone
Mountain burn area. Addmonal areas on private land are
infected with these species.” A coordinated effort will be
required on public and private lands to control noxious

. _weeds in thIS allotment.

Voq, 5 CONCLUSIONS & 7" o

"~ Short Term 'Obj-e‘ctive‘s

-1
S = b

1) .'; Utlhzauon of key strearnbank plant’ spemes shall not exceed 50%_ on Magg1e S.Fk

Cottonwood Wllder and thtle Wllder Creeks - s i

i 10 A 15 SR ¢ S o

1994 to Dresent (Dermlttees Dennv Land and Cattle CO Dufurrena. and

4 Aeyvaldkirch/Colby):
DV YRR 1 e A 4 }
S The oblectlvfe was met m 1997 m Magg1e Creek and not’ met on Cottonwood.
Creek in 1997. Heavy utilization levels were noted on Cottonwood Creek. The -
.., Qbjective was met on Maggie Creek and Cottonwood Creek in 1995. In addition,
._‘,'."the objectwe was met on the thtle Wﬂder Creek and not met on Wilder Creek the
iy "“same year. The Wilder/Little Wilder use area were scheduled to be rested in 1995
) ;.. from cattle grazmg and sheep use was authorized. However, livestock drift
- occurred due to the lack of, or incomplete, internal fencing wmch allowed season
long use in this area due to livestock drift from the Maogw Creek and Lone
~»Mountain use areas. Heavy utilization was noted on Wilder Creek. The objective
‘was not met in 1994 on Wilder and Little Wilder Creeks. Heavy use was noted
in the riparian areas thh severe use bemo noted on w1llows and roses along both
creeks ;

S S L 7 M 1"'w‘£‘ ‘:fr]‘

AT ‘h

y
i
&
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1985 to 1993 (permittees: Quinn River Ranch, Dufurrena, and Waldkirch):

Moderate use was noted on aspen in the headwaters of Wilder Creek. The
objective was not met in 1989. UPM data for the Big/Little Wilder Creek use
area indicated heavy utilization of streambank riparian habitats. The objective was
met along Wilder and Little Wilder Creek in 1990 and 1993. The objective was
not met in 1993 on Maggie Creek and Cottonwood Creek. UPM data indicates
heavy use occurred on Maggie Creek and Cottonwood Creek riparian areas. The
objective was met along Maggie Creek and Cottonwood Creek in 1990 and 1991.

2 'U.tiliz'ation‘ of key 'plarli't species on wetland ﬁparian habitats shall not exceed 50%.

' 1994 to' present (permittess: Denny Land and Cattle CO. Dufurrena, and
Waldkirch/Colby): phag o :

The objective was met in the Maggie Creek drainage and not met in the
Cottonwood drainage in 1997. Moderate utilization levels were noted on meadows
and springs in the Maggie Creek drainage. Heavy utilization was noted in
meadows along Cottonwood Creek. The objective was not met in 1995 in the
Wilder Creek/Little Wilder Creek and Sagehen/Shyster use areas. Heavy use on
meadows occurred in the Wilder Creek drainage and on ‘the Sagehen Meadow
+,Complex. These use areas were scheduled to be rested in 1995 from cattle
grazing. Sheep 1 use was authonzed However llVCStOCk dnft occurred due to the i
lack of, or incomplete, internal fencmg which ‘allowed season long use in this area -
due to lwestock drift from the Maggle Creek and Lone Mountamsuse areas.

VL %,-IQ;,,N& &

ity AN 130

_,_‘.'._..i.-...‘._.. R P DL 1 | A H‘-..._-'

£ 4‘#} S A

The Ob_]GCt‘]VC was met in 1994 in the SagehenfShyster*Creﬁekyu .areag.:f Th
e objecnverwas not met on. Mud Creek m _1994 and 199;3 .Heavy uset was noted on__';
ud Creek and assocnated meadows o SO S R

A58 D W A0 v OO SISV 26805 £i%

DUCHTOHOD

2
i‘\Q

bl el oreets I BOok R s )
The Ob_]BCUVC wars not!met m the Wllder Creek thtle Wllder Creek use areas in

: ‘:, . 1994 aan met. 1n 1995; Hefavy Pse was not[ed on meajdows and upland springs.

s e 0 b8 R ¥ MRS v W RO TR Gied AR R Pt ;214 I _‘_ g
: The objecnve was met m 1995 1n the Maggle Creek/Cottonwood Creek use area
/ and m 1996 in the Antelope use area.

O~ ivs wiidh S Eh QLR LRI HIGH
o S0 L QR ABEne L 01 SR SIS 28 M SER -9y
s 3 hE g 1 4 1 J 3

[0 7 S P a3y t sl P on

_:1985 't‘o' 1993' Srmittees: umn RIVCI' Ranch Dufurrena, and Wa]dklrchl

" The ObJCCthC was not met in 1989 in the Sagehen use’ area Heavy utilization
occurred in wetland riparian habitats Jocated in the use area.
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The objective was met in 1991 and 1993 and not met in 1989 in Mud Creek with
heavy use being noted in Mud Creek and associated meadows.

The objective was met in the Wilder Creek/Little Wilder Creek drainages in 1990
and 1993. The objective was not met in 1989.

The objective was not met in the Maggie Creek/Cottonwood Creek drainages in
1993. Heavy use was noted on upland meadows and springs. The objective was
met in 1991. The objective was not met in the Maggie Creek drainage in 1990.
Heavy use was noted at Maggie Creek spring and other associated meadows and
springs. ‘The objective was met in the Cottonwood Creek use area

The objective was met in 1989 for spring use in the Antclope- use area. The UPM
indicated moderate to slight utilization on wetland riparian habitats. The objective
was not met in the Quinn River Ranch use area in the winter of 1988 and spring
of 1989.-

Utilization of key plant species in upland habitats shall not exceed 50%.

1994 to present (permittees: Denny Land and Cattlc CO, Dufurrcna and

Waldkirch/Colby):

i1y waThe Ob_]eCtIVC was met in the native pomon of the North W11der Field in 1994 and
4 1997.4 it 72 SHY. o, R SHlG :

o |

% it Oy Fur s e ,r‘._,__l‘;_' 3 s b PIVRI I.J.“\__“ o

o i

i The short term utilization, objective for; upland hab1tats was not,met in the Lone

.. Mountain use area in the vicinity, of Wilder Ranch and Wilder, Creek in 1994 du
to heavy use in these areas. Small areas of heavy use were found, from State Rout

140 towards Lone Mountain alono the Wilder Ranch road The objectwe was rne w

20N 11995 s amaanhil  donast pagi

+'The objective was met in the Sagehen/Shyster Creek use area in 1995 and 1994.
+ The objective was met in the Wilder/Little Wilder Creek use area in 1995 and

1994. The objective was met in the Quinn River Ranch area in 1994. The
objectl ve was met in the Magg1c Creekaottonwood Creek use area in 1997 and

£5:1995 .

1985 to 1993 (oermmees Oumn River Ranch Dufurrena and Waldklrch}

The objective was met in'the native portion of the North Wllder Ftcld in 1993.
The objective was not met in 1990 and 1989. iy ;
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The objective was not met in the Lone Mountain in 1989 and 1990. The objective
was met in the Lone Mountain use area in 1993, 1991, and 1988.

The objective was met in the Sagehén/Shyster Creek use area in 1989 and 1988.

The objective was met in the Wilder/Little Wilder Creek use area in 1993, 1990,
1989 and 1988. '

The objective was not met in the Qumn River Ranch area in 1988, 1989, and
1990. e

The objective was met in the Maggie Creek/Cottonwood Creek use area in 1993,
1991, and 1990.

The objective was not met in the Bog Hot use area in 1990, 1989, and 1988.
The objective was met in the Antelope use area in 1996 and 1989.

4. Utilization of crested wheatgrass in the seedings shall not exceed 50%.

1994 to present (permittees: Denny Land and Cattle CO," Dufurrena. and
Waldkirch/Colby): i DT |

“'The objective was not met in the N.'North' Wilder Field in 1994. Heavy utilization -
on seeded portions of the field was found north of the Wilder Ranch. The
~ objective was met in the North Wilder Field in 1997. The objective.was met i

A _ 1 5 ithe Houghland Scedmg in 1996. The objective was not met in'1995 .in the Dem
4! -_" - Seeding'due to heavy ‘utilization levels. The ObjﬁCthC was mct"n 1995 in th
"’I’J.‘ Qumn River Seedmc”‘ i e el Hne & soemn caggi o AR s
TSN REW . 010G ST b o dote HASHIIVE. gt saols st a1t -i g aof OB

985 to 1993 errmttees uinn River Ranch, Dufurrena, and Waldkjrch

IR 2 The Ob_]CCtIVC was met on the N North Wilder Field in 1993. The Ob_]CCIIVC was
S8 S50 S not'met in seeded portions ‘of the North Wilder ﬁe]d in 1990 1989 and in 1988
1R thh heavy use all three years 2 T LT
5 iv'B “ugy a1’ 5% Wil iy : o PR k! .'...-_-
The ob]ectlve was met in the Houghland Seedlng in 1991 The objective was not
_met in the Houghland Scedmg in 1989 Hcavy unllzatlon occurred in the central
- portion of the seeding. 5 A i o

"% The ‘objective was met in the Denio Seeding’in 1991. Moderate use occurred in
the southern portion of the field with slight and light utilization' occurring in =
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remaining portions of the field. The objective was not met in the Denio Seeding
in 1985. Three random utilization transacts were conducted in the Denio Seeding.
Heavy utilization (75%) levels on crested wheatgrass occurred at transect #1 with
heavy utilization (63%) levels occurring at transect #2 and moderate (50%) at
transect #3,

The objective was not met in the Quinn River Seeding in 1989. Utilization levels
in the northern third of the pasture was heavy, moderate use in the central portion
and slight in remaining areas. Two utilization transacts, were conducted in the
Quinn River Seeding in 1985. The transacts indicated moderate utilization levels
occurring on crested wheatgrass The objective was met in this seeding.

Lon g Term Objectl ves

i Manage, maintain and improvel public rangeland conditions to provide forage on
. a sustained yield basis for big game,  with an initial forage demand of 1,266
AUMs for mule deer, 208 AUMs for pronghorn, and 63 AUMs for bighorn sheep.

a. Improve to and maintain 59,219 écres._of mule deer habitat in good or
-~ excellent condition. (
b. Improve to and maintain 24,231 acres of prongherri" habitat in good
ot pocs condition. Improve to and maintain 110,394 acres of pronghorn habitat in
falr or good condition. :
“ )‘-»“ __;f'_ __.-._ % ; ', .: o ( r , - : - YT ‘. L - 5 o _.:I‘!I' o FEray .
) c : Improve to and maintain 26 507 acres of b1ohorn sheep habltat m good or £
i excellent condltlon GO T e e Sl s R S SR

Y

,_..r.-"_‘..a-” Naee ot CHISVES T “"-""-‘--"i ; SR SIS R N

2:2This, objectwe was met for portlons of mule deer habitat surveyed T‘ms objectwe ;

‘was not.met for portions of Pronghorn habitat surveyed in the burn area. Non-

“hrattainment of the objective.is due to lack of forbs in the Wilder Burn area. This

\.i- area was burned and seeded in 1985 and recovery of native forbs has been slow.
Data has not been collected to evaluate the achievement of this objective as it
pertains to bighorn sheep habitat. However the available populatlon data suggests .

~this objective is being met. {

2...  Manage, maintain, and improve public rangeland conditions to provide forage on
* . a sustained yield basis for livestock, with an initial stocking level of 13,877.
Baseline and current trend data has not been collected to evaluate the
achievement of this objective. Monitoring data indicates short term
utilization objectives are not being met, especially during the summer use
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periods in riparian/meadow type habitats. The objective is not being
met under the current livestock grazing system.

3 Improve range condition from poor to fair on 155,836 acres and from fair to good
on 25,364 acres.

Baseline and current trend data has not been collected to evaluate the achievement

- of this objective. This objective will be redefined/quantified with ecological status
condition as information becomes available. Monitoring data indicates short term
utilization objectives are not being met under the current livestock grazing system.
Thls mdlcates the objective is not being met.

4, Improve to and maintain 29 acres of ceanothus habitat tyoes in good condition.
Ceanothus habitat types have not been observed. . £
e ¥ Improve to and maintain 1,370 acres of mahogany habitat types in good condition.
: .;I‘hls ohljectlve has been .Iln.et over the majority of this habltat type in the past few

“years. Form class observations on Mahogany mountain indicate heavy livestock
grazing has occurred in past years. This is also true for mahogany on Granite

mountaln
DOOY ML el iongnaeg- 10 2omen 1ES R wugnitnt Bk ot avaignil .
16,4 T Improve to and maintain 468 acres of asPen habltat types in good condmon Y
ELUAMIRE :ﬂ( ": £ Je 5 14 o T
. Aspen stands were observed in several locatlons in the Bllk Creek Mounta.tns i
b i'lf'..'-',{.‘,':'ri Fispichu o s FoRe R s DT oK iy r;f"' i =

Wilder Creek watershed In 1994, the aspen in th1s watershed showed -severe('
1mpacts by successwe years of heavy to severe hvestock utlhzatJon % The™

OV s distribution ‘to provrde replacement: stock for decadent trees which die. This
9.1 “condition” was observed throughout the' watershed, principally around the creek.
Y614 eSY S Bare “soil ' associated - with *the ? disturbed ' understories . of - these stands was
RS Contnbutmg adchtlonal sediment to the 'stream. > 7991 oA :

SRR R SSORARROG MURHAVE i metieatt Nnidsn o qowie soodaukal

v .;l_-.-.- Ll

The followmg observatlons on aspens were made durmg the July, 1997 field tour:

-~ Approximately 2-3 age classes of aspen along creek, Seedlings, 1-10 years old and
“old trees (30+ years) trees.’A possible reason is the beaver took out the 25-30 year
old trees and the big trees survived the beavers. Howevcr younger aspen are
. ?startmg to establlshed throughout the dramage !
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Little Wilder Creek watershed Principal aspen habitats are located in the upper
third of the watershed. The most profound impact to this stand has been past
beaver activity which decimated major portions of several stands. Livestock
grazing activity prior to 1994 had a lesser effect but was locally significant where
it occurs. The greatest impacts were associated with hindering natural regeneration
and compaction of the understory community. Where these impacts occurred,
recovery and maintenance of the aspen did not occur.

The following observations on aspens were made during the July, 1997 field tour:

Past beaver activity took aspen out and livestock have hindered reproduction along
creek. The side drainages have good populations of aspen.

Sage Hen area/Mud Creek watersheds These areas contain lower density aspen
communities, but they significantly impacted by livestock grazing prior to 1994.
Impacts were similar to those identified above. e

Shyster Creek Watershed This drainage contains a significant portion of the
identified aspen habitat in the allotment. Close inspection of much of this area
was not made. However, portions which were inspected showed evidence of
heavy livestock use and significant past, beaver impacts prior to. 1994

Aspen communities in the Maggie Creek drainage do  not appear to bc

experiencing the same level of impacts as above In thxs case aspen seem to be -

in a stable/upward trend with some areas of clear regeneranon with several age
. innClasses.: In this watershed, the greatest impacts are asgpgu;ned thh off creek. a§pcn 2

b '_ stands. wlnch are near the.road. Again, aspen | dlStl‘lbl.lthl'l and abundance is low TS
+Icthen in other watersheds. : - By

Zici! ﬂ.r:".-.:-'-".i'f’:'l e

7. Improve to and mamtam 259 acres of npanan and meadow hal:ntat types in good
condltlon : o

- Riparian and meadow habitats are uniformly experiencing heavy use throughout
. ,the summer use, areas in the Bilk Creek mountains. Heavy use of both streamside -

riparian and upland riparian communities of both shrubs’ and herbaceous forage

is occurring. . Invasion of several increaser species such as thistle, poverty weed,

and iris into some meadows is evidence of the level of disturbance occurring in

some areas. This objective is not being met.
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8.

Improve the following stream habitat conditions of 55% on Wilder Creek, 41%
on Little Wilder Creek, to an overall optimum to 60% or above. ,

a. Streambank cover 60% or above.

b. Streambank stability 60% or above.
c. Maximum summer water temperatures below 70° F.

This objective was not met on the Wilder Creek. Percent Habitat Optimum
decreased from 55% in 1977 to 35% in 1994. Riparian Condition Class decreased
from 58% to 44%, Bank Cover 60% to 44%, and Bank Stability 60% to 43%,
Percent Sedimentation 38% to 27%. Percent Desirable Bottom Material increased
from 44% to 62% durmg the same time penod "

Little Wilder Creek was surveyed in 1977 and not in 1994. The Percent Habitat
* Optimum in 1977 was 41%. However, in 1994 a Lodic Stream Functionality was
conducted which indicated the creek is "functioning at risk" and the trend is not
apparent. Factors such as lack of age class diversity in woody riparian species,
lack of vegetation with favorable sod forming root systems, poor vegetational
cover to protect streambanks from erosion, and lack of shade covering were
observed while conducting the stream functionality. In addition, utilization data
indicates heavy use has ‘occurred on'the creek. The stream' functionality and
"utilization data indicates this objective has not been met on the creek.

Protect sage grouse struttmg grounds and broodmg areas Mamtam a minimum

A HOE T

of 30% cover of saoebrush for nestmg and wmter use ,
P PICHER Sk Hile: A FEN L»r'-,--. 3 h.}t n. [.'c

Thls obJecttve is not bemer met. I-Iowever the attamment of 30% canopy cover of }';i.' L
sagebrush has been shown in the literature to be" very unhkely Avaﬂable SR
monitoring data confirms this conclusion. ' Passey ‘et.al (1982)'in Relatlonshlps R

Between Soil, Plant Commumty and Chmate on Rangelands of the Intennoummn
West" concluded thls as well. ' nehmacr: :

There is much evidence in the literature indicating that several factors other then

"sagebrush can0py cover influence sage grouse habitat condition.  Specifically,

Understory nestmg cover, herbaceous forage distribution 'quality, and abundance,
* distance” to water, hiding cover, level of disturbance on crucial late summer
foragmg areas (riparian areas), and extent and duratron of wmter snow depth were
found to be critically 1mportant AN :

For this reason, this 'objective is in need of requantification to more adequately

address the varying needs of sage grouse for nesting, strutting, brood rearing, and
wintering. Based on these modified habitat requirements, and evaluation of the
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10.

1.

i LAY J

available monitoring data, sage grouse habitat in the Wilder-Quinn allotment
varies from good to poor. The primary limiting factors are deficient sagebrush
canopy cover, low forb diversity and-composition in upland habitats and conflicts
between livestock and sage grouse in riparian areas.

Improve to and maintain the seeded pastures in good condition (5-10 acres per
AUM).

Community Analysis Structure data indicates the trend of crested wheatgrass in
the Lone Mountain - Mud Creek use area is upward. However, the seeding is
estimated to be in poor condition (15-20 acres/AUM) due to the small size and
vigor of the plants. The objective is not being met in this area.

A density study conducted in 1988 in the North Wilder Field indicated the seeding

_was in excellent condition (< 5ac/AUM) at that time. However, current data is not

- available to determine the condition of the seeding.

Baseline and current trend data have not been collected in the Houghland, Denio,
and Quinn River Seedings. However, observations made during the July, 1997
field trip indicates that sagebrush is encroaching on the Houghland, Denio and
Quinn River Seedings and crested wheatgrass is decreasing in numbers and vigor.

~.This indicates the seedings are in a downward trend. : . o o6

i
.a)\(

Burrs
'...r_ LR &5

" Improve to and niéimtajn the water quahty of S. Fk. Cottonwood Maggie and
m 1..Wilder, Creeks to, the state criteria set for the followmg benet" cial. ‘uses: - livestock -

% erdnnkmowwater, coId water aquatIc life, wlldhfe propagatlon, gnd wadmg (water .
Jxedé s contact recreatlon) h,w. i Dl WRWOD s i AP na '

b sliear o) sutitns ; OB L BY gyt AR RS
Water quality »data has not been collected dunng the evaluatlon pcnod to
. determine 1f this objectwe has been met. L

J i - ' ,.,._l 2 W g AT Ve
458 nolin e bag Bitisad oy ' (o

.'_.__;;'Improve to and maintain. 33 ,055 acres of Mountam browsc habltat types in good

condition. Sy

.+ This objective is being met. Mountain browse habitat were evaluated in several
.+ range sites.in both the Pine Forest and Bilk Creek mountain ranges. Key species

including bitterbrush, serviceberry, snowberry gooseberry, and current were
evaluated to arrive at this conclusion.
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Standard and Guideline Objectives

The following are the Standards for Rangeland Health as developed in consultation with
the Sierra Front - Great Basin Resource Advisory Council, other interested publics and
approved by the Secretary of the Interior on February 12, 1997. The terms and conditions
of the livestock grazing permit must be in conformance with these approved Standards
and Guidelines:

L. Soil processes will be appropriate to soil types, climate and land form.

Utilization objectives for uplands are belng met. These ob]ectlves provide for
maintenance of 5011 processes. :

2. Riparian/wetland systems are in properly functioning condition.

Lodic functionality data was collected on the following creeks: Antelope Creek,

Little Sagehen, Little Wilder, Maggie Creek, northfork of Shyster, Sagehen,

Thacker Canyon, Virgin Creek, and Wilder Creek. Lentlc functlonallty data was
- collected on Sagehen and Shyster Creeks. - s

““The foilowmg is a summary of lodic functionality:*Antelope Creek is at proper
 functioning condition. Little Sagehen Creek is functional ‘at risk with a downward
trend due to headcuts."Little’ Wilder Creek is considered-four reaches. Reaches -
_ one, two and four are functional at risk with a static trend due to lack of woody -
A% SI8385E. cover and' debry and beaver activity. “Reach three is at proper functional condition. .
"',; s The main steam of Sacehcn creek i is'functional at risk with‘an upward trend due ::
HlSIRE headcuts’draining’ the' headwater “The north and soum?forksmf Magglc Creek:
are functional at risk with a downward trend due to headcuits and erosion. ‘Shyster
Creek is functional at risk with an upward trend due to headcuts. ‘Thacker Canyon

reaches. Reach one is the north and sotithfork of ‘Wilder Creek ‘and is functional

“*1 ""and' Virgin''Creek " are “at - proper functioning condition’ ‘WWilder Creek is two

- at risk with a downward trend due to headcuts and erosion. Reach 2 is the main A

- “ "branch ‘and is functional ‘at risk’ with a static ‘trend due lack of woody riparian
spec1es ;

- 9% Lentic’ functlonahty was conducted on the Sagehen ‘and’ Shyster Creek meadows.
" Both'were found to be functlonmg at risk with a downward trend due to active
T headcytsIHCRO. % W <CRRIGIIEIG, -

Al =00 216, 18 S e 1l b BEY SRR
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Technical Recommendations

A.

: components believed essential to the Iong term welfare of w11d horses and bun-os “ At thal
., time it will be. recommended that the boundary of the North J ackson Mountams HMA ¢

“and west and to the Happy Creek Road on the east.

1 o ;_Wild_‘Hogses e

3. Water quality criteria in Nevada and California State Law shall be achieved or
maintained.

Water quality data has not been collected, therefore, it is unknown whether or not
this standard is achieved.

4. Populations and communities of native plant species and habitats for native animal
species are healthy, productive and diverse.

Numerous ecological sites exists with varying plant communities within this
allotment. Utilization objectives indicates that this standard is being met in upland
habitats and not being met in riparian areas, spec1ﬁcally in the summer use areas.
Non-attainment of the standard and omdelme can be attributed to beaver use and
livestock grazing. l :

5. Habitat conditions meet the life cycle requirements of special species.

e allotment provu:ies the env1ronment necessary for spec1al status species,
therefore meeting this standard

E P STISSD DY 142 an JEW BRI

Y ISINGE LA OTH IGRR . ¢ IBiT Gk

Wild Horses

Amendments to the Land Use Plan should be prepared making g{djustments to I—IMA
boundaries based on natural ba'rfier's or fehces’kwith.-an effort .'to"include <all ihabi'ta'

w1th1n the Wilder-Quinn Allotment be expanded to the Leonard Creek Road on the north”

"‘;'-i!'._:".'-"g -

M

- E S eby I 1{[ J- Snl i

Establishing the following AML.'fo}j}y_il‘d_ horses:

IO‘HOrscs 03/01 to 02/28 120 AUMs N

e T | m Y o5 5N o ] 'Y 24 ¥ $ ’ oyrs 4 0
LY N g a2 AR Y g -4

Ratidlﬁale: - R s
Appropriate Management Level for i"th'::it'''jpc'u"ﬁc-)'n"‘of the J aCkson Mountain Herd
Management Area within the Wilder-Quinn Allotment is 10 Wild Horses. These . -
horses are part of a larger herd occupying portions of three other allotments. The

«cn

or"
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¥

RO 0300

North Jackson Mountain Wild Horse Herd will be managed as one herd and
management will not be fragmented by allotment.

The type of horse now inhabiting the area will be maintained and the horses will
not be manipulated genetically for color or size. Any introduction of horses into
this area from another HMA will only be done if adequate forage is available, the
horses are under AML, and if the horses are compatible genetically. :

‘Wild Burros

Remove all burros ranging north of the Alder Creek/Wilder- Quinn Allotment

Boundary Fence. Gather operations will not begin until the Sheldon Wildlife

Refuge fence is complete and the Draft and Final Capture Plan is completed with
appropriate public review. The burro removal in areas outside the HMA is
supported by data presented in the evaluation and by Final Multiple Use Decisions
made in the Alder Creek Allotment Evaluation.

. The fence was completed in 1997 and a gather occurred the same year. Three to

o The burros presently mhab1t both allotments (Alder Creek and Wllder—ann) SO
I'._,f:they must, be considered in' both Allotment Evaluauons‘f The Mulhple Uses
s 1Decmlon frorn the. Alder Creck A]lotment Evaluanon has ' reccwcd rev;ew by

four burros were removed, however, an estlmated 13- 15 burros remain in the
allotment. The animals were either hidden in a draw or on the Sheldon Antelope

Range when the gathered occurred. An attempt will be made to Iemove, these 3

animals when the next gather occurs in the area, = == =SufEE UL S L AHERL

. S EL B
Rationale: e g

Jinterested pubhcs and the dec1sxon 1s final After momgonnc? and rev1ew Jof all

‘pertinent information the decns:on 1s suppoﬂed m thlS cvaluatmn due to the
following: & ' it g et et

1. The burros within the Wilder-Quinn Allotment range near nghway 140

which is a major paved highway between Denio and Lakeview Oregon.

It is probable some burros will be hit by vehicles if we continue to allow

them along the highway. P

2. These burros are at least 7 miles outside HMA boundaries. They are on,

the other side of a fence and across a main highway from the HMA and

3 the prlmary burro usc area i o | fR P2 """l’"'l‘f" VLR T e ,""

*rr
i
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3. The fragmented nature of that portion of the Wilder-Quinn Allotment south
of Highway 140 and the Sheldon Wildlife Refuge preclude burro
management unless 4 miles af fence is removed and allotment boundaries
are changed.

4. Centralizing burro management in one allotment will facilitate
management. ‘
3, Relocating the burros from the Wilder-Quinn Allotment to the Alder Creek

Allotment is not an option because burro numbers are already above AML
in the Alder Creek Allotment.

B. Livestock

s

: Stocking Rate Calculations:

Stocking rate calculations were determined in accordance with BLM Manual
Rangeland Monitoring Analysis. Interpretation, and Evaluation. Technical
Reference 4400-7.

: Stockmg rates were calculated for the summer pastures (SaoehenfShyster

Wilder/Little Wilder Creeks, Maggle Creek/Cottonwood Creek) using riparian

and/or meadow habitats as key management areas. The stocking rates calculated
are the stocking rate at which both riparian and upland short-term utilization

objectives are expected to be met under present management

The stockmg rates for the remaining pastures are the stockmg rates at wh1ch £

upland and seeding short-term utilization objectives are expected to be met under.

present management. Appendix I shows the calculations of of the stocking rates by 2
pasture and year. ; =

;".If' .ri,l mere e 18

. "The

summer use areas (SagehenfShyster Creek Wllderfottle Wllder Creek
Maggle Creek/Cottonwood Creek) were calculated using ‘desired stocking rate
calculations and the highest utilization levels were used. The remaining areas were
calculated using weighted averages (potential stoclging rate) with moderate to
severe utilization levels used. RIS R

Ve Wra e | e ' 2 Lisinn : T ERNT 440 e p 2R ¢ 10
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The following Average Desired Stocking Rate by Pasture is:

Sagehen/Shyster Creek \ 1777 AUMs
Wilder Creek/Little Wilder Creek 1381 AUMs
Maggie Creek/Cottonwood Creek 2354 AUMs
Denio Seeding 345 AUMs
Quinn River Seeding 370 AUMs
Houghland Seeding 440 AUMs
. Lone Mountain _ 2800 AUMs
N. Wilder : 2600 AUMs
Antelope 738 AUMs
Quinn River Ranch Use Area © 5710 AUMs
Bog Hot Use Area ' 1342 AUMs

el erms and Conditiond:

The carrying capacity for the Antelope Field will be established at 738 AUMs.
This is the stocking level stated in the Initial Stocking level section, grazing
system (page 2) of this document. Monitoring data collected in 1995 and 1989
indicates that objectives have been met in this ﬁeld and a carrymg eapamty of 738
AUMs can be supported.

The carrying capacity for the North Wilder and Lone Mountam fields were

“established using actual use data and produchon ‘studies. Studles and observations

ik indicates the crested wheatgrass ‘areas in both fields are’ 'in an upward trend with
; '_stockmg levels up to 2800 AUMs bemg used in "the Lone Mountam field and 2600

" " AUMs in the North Wilder Field. Momtormg data collected since 1995 indicates :

ObjCCtIVCS are bemg met with these steckmg levels

IBEAI T _:;:. } '\"i.. SR '. : ;_:-C.
‘*\m'ms £‘¢EJ~ G

FE .J-.u_..!\_-__-t,. st i .....'_'..'_.:J (i -':-;.‘,li’.-,'iil.'_'-u' -'.'i.'xJ.ﬂE'f'--,‘.'

P The followmg terms and conditions will be 1nc1uded on'all permlts

‘t!l,tl i .4 1 }

S The terms_and conditions must be in conformance with the Standard and
"‘;“_'Gutdelmes for the ‘Sierra Front - Northwestern Great ‘Basin Resource Advisory

"""‘_ Counml approved by the Secretary_ of Intenor on Februafy 12 1997

The authorized officer may modify armual grazing “authorization and pasture
sequences as long as the modification is consistent with management objectives
and remains within the permitted season of use. Request outside of the perrmtted
season of use will require input from interested publics.

Livestock grazing turnout and removal dates may be modified by up to two
weeks. A modified turnout date into a pasture or use area will be dependent on
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range readiness factors such as stage of plant growth, soil moisture, moisture in
meadows, and would require the area to be inspected prior to, turnout. An early
turnout date will be followed by an early removal date at the end of the grazing
period. A later turnout date will be considered in years that are colder, wetter,
both upland and riparian vegetation has little to no growth. Stocking rate levels
identified for the pastures and use areas will not be exceeded.

The Wilder-Quinn Allotment working group, which includes the BLM, permittees,
and interested publics, will meet in the field twice a year, once after the spring
grazing period and once after the growing season to conduct monitoring studies
and determine if allotment specific objectives have been met or not met. If an
objective has not been met, the working group shall discuss the causes for non-
attainment, the scope of the accedence, and develop a corrective action. The
working group may develop concise objectives which will be used to evaluate the
success of the correction. Continued monitoring will be used to determine if the
corrective action has achieved the desired results defined in the objectives. Based
on this monitoring, subsequent corrective actions may be made without re-
initiation of additional formal evaluation procedures or consultations.

Salt and/or mineral blocks shall not be placed within one quarter (1/4) mile of
o - Springs, meadows, riparian habitats or aspen stands.;

A certified actual use reporty by use areas is due 15 days after the end of the
. authorized grazm penod R g '
Jis 38 y Sdlerizl i

24l lt ki

HA

Jt_

e whxch hc has been asmgned mamtcnance rcsponmblhty
Jolf ?I’i Froe r-'vrf r‘,“‘ i

The grazing authorization with the schedule of use will be the only approved use.s

7 . All other schedules, flexibilities, terms. and.conditions addressed in the Allotmcnt
i #4580 ,;.-.Management Plan .dated 10/26/70 willibe suspended
TR 4 W R ot Ak dsomavll fnaveg .
i Pursuant 43 CFR 10.4(g) the - holder of this authorization must notify the
--authorized officer by telephone, with written confirmation, immediately upon the
discovery of human remains; funerary objects, sacred objects, or objects of cultural
patrimony (as defined at 43 (CFR 10.2). Further, pursuant to 43 CFR 10.4(c) and -
.+(d), you must stop.activities in the vicinity of the discovery and protect it for 30
;- days or until notified to proceed by the authorized officer.

SE] gty il
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3. Grazing Alternatives:

Alternative 1:

1. Range Improvement Projects:
8 Fencing/Pipelines:

The following range improvement projects are scheduled to be
constructed in 1998 or when monies become available. These
projects are permittee driven and are through the project planning,
EA, consultation, and decision process. '

The following fences will be constructed in 1998:

Wilder #4 drift fence and Wilder #3 drift fence extension

The following wells will be constructed when monies are available.

Nine-mile well and Texas Sprmer Wells and pipeline.

These projects to be constructed are hsted in the order of pnonty

‘. ““ Construct the Mud Creek Fence that will run from Mud
Creek and join with the Wilder #4 fence. This will prevent _
livestock drift from the Lone Mountain use area into the .. o

9.7 Sagehen/Shyster Creek ‘summer use’ ‘area and allow for the - ;

Lone Mountain use area to"be used as’ stagmg area for
: tralhng home in Auoust

g L
Py A Tt e G PEC D o
i | bl 11 6 i LRSS rret L SS9y

“bu 2.7 rRe-construct and ' construct ) 'portions ' of /' the =Wilder-

“272'Quinn/Kings ' River ‘allotment boundary"fence. This will

prevent livestock drift from the Wilder-Quinn Allotment

into the Kings River allotment and from the Maggie

T LRt i e Creek/Cottonwood  Creek  summer ‘use”area into the

5 " Wilder/Little Wilder summer use area.

O 3 ‘Reconstruct the Mahogany Mountain / boundary fence

' - between the Alder Creek and Wilder-Quinn allotment. This

fence will allow for livestock use on the Mountain and
prevent drift into the Alder Creek allotment.
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-+ Construct a gap fence between the Pueblo Mountain and
Wilder-Quinn Allotments to reduce livestock drift within
the Alberson and Denio pasture of the Pueblo Mountain
Allotment.

3. Construct the Lady Bird pipeline realignment. A gravel pit
was constructed which destroyed portions of the pipeline.
Rerouting the pipeline would allow for additional waters
North of Quinn River Ranch.

Prescribed Burning/Seeding

- Conduct prescribed burns in the following seedings (listed in order

of priority):

a. Denio Seeding
b. Quinn River Seeding
¢ Houghland Seeding

.Consider the feasibility of seeding the west end of the North

Wilder FlC]d

7 v P s f
Momtormg data mdlcatcs the secdmgs are in a downward condition
due to sagebrush encroachment and the age of the seedings.

* Burning the seedings would allow for regenerauou the se:cchnur by

reducing sagebrush in the pasturcs :

2. Livestock Clignge. &

“'Domestic Sheep Use:**

“"“Authorize the following domestic sheep use within the Wilder-

Quinn Allotment'
Dufurrcna Sheep Company
I Grazmg Use (AUMS)

8, “o-The total number of animal unit months
: - of specified livestock grazing: 400 AUMs

b. Suspend Preference: 0
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C. Season of Use: April 01 to May 20
2, Kind and Class of Li\laestock - Sheep
5 Percent Federal Range: 83%

The Dufurrena Sheep Company has a 400 AUM permit to lamb in
the Dufurrena lambing grounds located near the Bilk Creek
Reservoir from 04/01 to 05/20.

Rationale:

The active preference and season of use will be maintained at 400
AUMs and 04/01 to 05/20, respectively. Monitoring data indicates
short-term utilization objectives will be met at these stocking levels
and season of use. r5¢

b. Cattle Grazing:

1.1 Roger and Marsha Colbx Per_m’ t:

a. Grazmg Use (AUMs)
4 281l e ninnt SAE R U NE :
i Mragrdown Lo The total number of animal unit 4
1ot et DiGwd mcmths of. spec1f1ed I1vestock grazmg 102
Jredie n,r}AUMS -‘#"‘5,'.‘3 “_13'1 W SRR A

2. Suspend Preference 0

b. | Season of Use December 01 to February 28

> WIS Curteshy -Kmd and Class of leestock Cattle (cowfcatf)

d. Percent Federal Range 100%

AR TSR
Grazmg use will contmue in the flats east of Denio and
west of Wilder Creek (in the North Wilder Field) from
12/01 to 02!28

i

00k icaig s 38.Cs 12/01 0.02/28 102 AUMs =

98




Final Wilder-Quinn Allotment Evaluation August 27, 1998

Use is designated in the flat east of Denio and west of
Wilder Creek and has no bearing in the creation of the
rangeline and' individuals in the 08/23/71 Rangeline

Agreement.
Rationale:

The active preference and season of use will be maintained
at 102 AUMs and 12/01 to 02/28, respectively. Monitoring
data and desired stocking rate calculations indicates short-
term utilization objectives will be met at these stocking
levels and season of use.

3. Denny Land and Cattle Comgan}(:
a. Grazing Use (AUMs)

- The total number of animal unit
months _of  specified livestock grazing:
13,877 AUMs.
2 Suspcnd Prefcrence 0

b. Season of Use March 01 to February 28

; c. : 'Kmd and Class of.Livestock Cattle (cow!calf)

d. b Percent PederallRange: 92% - (1,207 AUMs"::_;;Z*-.-}'-_-_ n

exchange-of-use) 1 —.:: -
a0 sea  Anafiacii oY aiaImplement the followmg grazmg system

: '.lecstock numbcrs may vary but AUMs in a grazing year may not
1200 exceed 13,877 AUMS. -

Herd One
Herd one will run in the Bdg Hot use area, Antelope use area,
Houghland Seeding, and Mahogany Mountain. The grazing system

will be as follows

leestock numbers: 200 - 350 Cattle

5.
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Treatments:
A 03/01 to 03/31
B 04/01 to 06/30
C 07/01 to 09/15
D 11/01 to 02/28
Year 1 - 1999
Pasture Treatment
Bog Hot A
Antelope - o
Houghland C
Bog Hot D
Year 2 - 2000
Pasture Treatment
Bog Hot ' A
Antelope B
Houghland (&
Bog Hot D
Year 3 - 2001
A Pasture =~ Treatment
LW e S Ie Bog' Hot @i > DER-GEd - A S
Antelope i B 5
i “Houghland>~ sl ¢
Bog Hot*“ = RRUENSED D

“In ' addition, ‘345 “AUMSs  are”available for livestock use on -
Mahogany Mountain during the months of May and June. Full use
of these AUMs depends on completion of the Alder Creek/Wilder-
Quinn Allotment Division Fence''Reconstruction on Mahogany
Mountain.

Herd Two
’ FCL G i 1 |. AL 1k

“Herd two will run in the Quinn River Ranch use area, north into
the Denio and Quinn River Seedings, Lone Mountain use area,
North Wilder Field, and the summer use areas (Maggie
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Creek/Cottonwood Creek, Wilder/Little Wilder, Sagehen/Shyster

Creek).

The grazing system will be as follows:
Livestock Numbers: 1460 - 1610 Cattle
Season of use:

02/01 to 03/31

Treatments: E
F 04/01 to 04/14
G 04/15 to 05/30
H 06/01 to 07/31 - 08/15
I 08/01 to 08/31
; J 11/01 to 12/31
Vs K. Rest
Year 1 - 1999
¥ 10 .. Pasture _ Treatment
P PEIG Qumn RIVCI' Ranch Use Area e E
gt hesivad o belsbanse N Quinn River Ranch,,, ' F
e Jilne ot s Haoh Lone Mountam g AR G,I
ity | ol e North Wilder MRS Fogt ) G,I
el (R g Qumn River Seedmg‘r, e BRI G,I
{ Denio Seedmg S MR L G135 & :
Sagehen/Shyster Creek H ]
aer el st Peeb e+ Maggie Creek/Cottonwood Creek . H
niol ol imsaticoe: M swg Wilder CreeldthtIe Wilder Creek'_:'_' K
Year2 2000
i Y .:_Pasture S PO S R Treatment
(4 4 o1 5o Quinn River Ranch Use Area E
D oY g e N. Qumn River Ranch . F
fom 25 -sars e Lone Mountam G,I
North Wilder K
Quinn River Seeding G,
- . Denio Seeding G,I
; SagehenfShyster Creek H
Maggie Creek/Cottonwood Creek K
Wilder Creek/Little Wilder Creek H
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Year 3 - 2001

Pasture . Treatment
Quinn River Ranch Use Area E
N. Quinn River Ranch F
Lone Mountain Gl
North Wilder Gl
Quinn River Seeding G,I
Denio Seeding G,
Sagehen/Shyster Creek K
Maggie Creek/Cottonwood Creek H
Wilder Creek/Little Wilder Creek H

"In year 4, this scheduling sequence will be repeated.

A summer use area will be grazed two years in a row and then
rested. During the first year of the rotation, the use area may be
grazed up to available AUMS as listed in the stocking rate section.
The second year the use area will be at a lighter level.

The season of use for the summer use areas is from 06/01 to 07/31

- 08/15.'In" years when’ 'the” SagchenfShyster Creek and Maggie
Creek/Cottonwood Creek use a.reas are scheduled to be used in the
rotation (year 1 as listed above) the livestock will be split into two
herds and the use areas wnll be ‘used concurrently during the
summer use period. In- other years (years 2 and 3) hvestock wnll SR
; be rotated through the use areas.”” - Bt
3 8 RAH 102N L’ l'!.uii'.'!"&}{ o
o 'When the Sagchen/Shyster Creek and Wllderfhttlc Wilder usc_"-'- S5
areas are scheduled ‘for' use “hvcstock use will occur in the Lone
Mountain use area.’ thn the Maggie Creek/Cottonwood Creek
use area are scheduled for use along with either Sagehen/Shyster
Creek and Wilder/Little Wilder use areas, livestock numbers will
be split between Lone Mountain and North Wilder. The Mud Creek
drift fence which is “scheduled to be constructed in the fall of 1998,
will keep livestock out of the Sagehen/Shystcr Creek area during
the spring and fall and years when the use area is scheduled for
use. gl

oret e iferiin )

During the month of August; the Lone Mountain use area and
North Wilder Field will be 'used for gathering and trailing home to
the Quinn River Ranch. The Quinn River and Denio Seeding will
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be used for overnight stops while trailing home. These dates may
change depending on when the permittees is authorized to place his
livestock into the sumrner pastures. However, an one month period
will be authorized. Livestock in the Maggie Creek/Cottonwood
Creek use area will be gathered in the North Wilder Field and
livestock from the Wilder and Sagehen country will be gathered
into the Lone Mountain country.

Rationale:

_Due to each pasture having a different carrying capacity along with

the rest rotation/deferment grazing system, the total number of
AUMs of specified livestock grazing will not exceed 13,877

~ AUMSs. Nor will AUMs identified for each pasture or use area

F -"bi-’

~reducing the season .of use and AUMs by ‘reducing - hot ;season
; grazing and allowmrr for npanan vcgetauon regrowth. The fences : :
1 to, be constructed w111 allow for better livestock control ‘by =
o preventing drift mto arcas schcduled for rest and for the summer

‘ ‘h-..3use areas to be used m a rotanonal bams oL e Sl ey

areas and help meet riparian ob_;ectwcs and standard and guidelines. .
The grazing system will allow for the functionality and habitat -

exceed AUMs identified in the stocking rate calculations section of
the technical recommendations.

Monitoring data indicates that short term utilization objectives in

~ . riparian areas have not been met in the summer use areas. This

grazing system reduccs the AUMs available and the season of use
in the summer use areas and allows for more livestock use on the
flats (Lone Mountain, North W1lder ‘Quinn River Use Area). An
earlier removal date will allow for a regrowth period along riparian

standards and guidelines to be met in the summer use- areas by

iy Term and Condmon #3 (see chhmca] Recormncndatwns Term
.and Conditions) was added to. give ‘the permittee flexibility on

moving livestock into a pasture or use area up to two weeks early.
Adjusting turnout and removal dates will be dependent on factors

_such as soil moisture, upland and npanan vegetation growth, and

rainfall and will require the pasture to be inspected. Flexibility. in

I,Itumout and removal dates will aid m drier and hotter years in
which livestock may be moved into pastures early without having

detrimental effects on riparian areas and creeks and reduce hot
season grazing because of an early removal date. This will provide
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a longer regrowth period for riparian plants. In comparison, later
turnout and removal dates may be considered in wetter and colder
years in order to allow meadow and other riparian areas to dry out
to prevent punching and allow for vegetative growth.

The Lone Mountain use area and North Wilder Field will be
scheduled for spring use and for gathering and trailing livestock
during the fall. Monitoring data indicates that objectives, for the
most part, are being met in these areas with the seeded areas being
in good to excellent condition. Problems with livestock drift have
occurred in early spring and during the summer and utilization
levels have been exceeded around waters. However, the fencing
and grazing system will address the drifting problems and aid in
meeting both allotment specific objectives and the standards and
guidelines by providing livestock control and allowing livestock to
be rotated through the area.

_The Quinn River Ranch and Bog Hot Use Areas will continue to

be available for winter and early spring use. Monitoring data
indicates there is minimal concern in these areas. In addition, the
- Houghland, AnteloPe Field and Mahogany Mountain will be
_available for spring - ear]y summer grazing. Monitoring data

i mchcates ObjeCtIVCS are bemg met in these areas and no

“adjustments “are rcquired " However, full use of Mahogany
Mountain_ is’ contmgcnt on the Alder Creek - Wllder Qumn' &

, Division fence being reconstructed A
ARGV F SN s -« 4 l.r LJ

Term and Condmon #4 (scc Techmcal Recommendations - Tcrms e
and Condmons) requlrcs “that" the’ Wilder-Quinn " Allotment

Evaluatmn Workmg Group Wthh includes the BLM, permittees,

: . and interested publics meet m the ﬁcld twice a year to gather
*“'monitoring data, analyze the data and discuss if allotment specific

objectives and standard and guidelines have been met or not met.
_If objective has not been met, the working group will make
recommendatlons to ad]USt the grazing system and if necessary,
1mplement monitoring studies and objectives to determine if the
groups recommendations are meeting objectives or if further
adjustments are nccdcd This term and condition is important
because it requires the group to meet in the field to discuss
‘problems and 1mplcment acnons wh1ch wxll fix the problems as

' they oceur.
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Alternative 2;

L.

Range Improvement Projects?

The projects listed under Alternative 1 would be implemented along with
the following:

Construct the Denio Summit Fence. This fence would be routed from the
mouth of Mud Creek and will run west to State Route 140 where it will
end near the Denio Summit. The fence will split the Lone Mountain use
area into two pastures and allow for the two new pastures (South Lone

2 Mountain Field and North Lone Mountain Field) and the North Wilder

Field to be used in a rotational basis.

The Denio Summit Fence would be number 5 in the priority list to be
constructed.

Livestock Grazing:

e as Domestic Sheep Use:

o Authonze the following domcsnc shecp use within the Wilder-
i +5:=Quinn: AIlotrnent
At ,-'J.-::Dufurrena Sheep Company

Grazmo Usc (AUMS) s

P g
a. The total numbcr of ammaI umt months
- of specified livestock grazing: 400 AUMs

“4 o oob. v Suspend Preference: 0

¢ Season of Use: April 01 to May 20
-' : June 1 to September 10

2. o Kincl and Class of Livestock - Sheep
< . Percent Federal Range: 83%

The Dufurrena Sheep Company has a 400 AUM permit to lamb in
the Dufurrena lambing grounds located near the Bilk Creek
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Cattlc Grazmg

follows

Reservoir from 04/01 to 05/20. Remaining AUMs may be used
during the period of 06/01 to 09/10 in the summer use area
scheduled for rest from cattle grazing.

Rationale:

The Paradise-Denio EIS (pg. 2-21, table 2-9) recognized 3430 .
AUMs of domestic sheep use in the old Wilder-Bilk allotment with
3730 sheep from 04/01 to 10/25. No conflicts with bighomn sheep
should occur as the proposed areas of use are not considered to be
potential or existing bighorn sheep habitat.

“'Domestic sheep use occurred in the summer use areas scheduled

for rest from cattle grazing in 1994 and 1995. In 1994, sheep use
was authorized in the Maggie Creek/Cottonwood Creek use area.
Primary sheep grazing pressure was on balsamroot with utilization
being concentrated on the flowers. Use on browse species such as
snowberry and bitterbrush was less than 50%. Sheep use occurred
in the Wilder/Little Wilder and Sagehen use areas in 1995. Overall,
the findings in this area were the same as in 1994. The conclusion
for the re-initiation of domestic sheep use in the summer pastures
is there did not appear to be conflict with the principle goal of a -

‘“‘rest-rotation’ grazing system as dietary overlap between sheep and °

cattle are limited. In addition, sheep prefer upland grazing and will.
not congregate in riparian zones for long periods of time.-
Therefore, sheep use should have minimal impacts in riparian areas
and aspen groves if they are not allowed to bed in these sncs
(MR 221 B aisead i S

i )

J{An )% f dJrJ...

Xy Sec Altematwe 1-for thé Colby grazing system.

The Denny Land ‘and Cattle Cofnpany grazing system will be as

-85}

a. .' Grazmg Use (AUMS)

1. 1= The total number of animal unit
months of specified livestock grazing: 13,877 AUMs
2" Suspend Preference: 0
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3. Season of Use: March Ol to February 28
4. Kind and Class of Livestock - Cattle (cow/calf)

8 Percent Federal Range: 92% - (1,207 AUMs
exchange-of-use)

Implement the following grazing system:

Livestock number may vary but AUMSs in a grazing year may not
exceed 13,877 AUMs.

Implementation of Alternative 2 is dependent upon the Denio
Summit Fence being constructed. Until the fence is completed, the
grazing system listed in Alternative 1 will be the interim grazing
system.

Herd One

Herd one will run in the Bog Hot use area, Antelope use area,
Houghland Seeding, and Mahogany Mountain. The grazing system
will be as follows: T

Livestock numbers: 200 - 350 Cattle
.Tfeatrﬁ_ehts:.:, : r ,‘,‘(;

AT 0301 to 038150
B 04/01 to 06/30 ; :

C.,4..07/01 t0 09/15 .. + i
D  11/01 to 02/28

S0y 5
Year 1
Pasture Treatment
Bog Hot A
Antelope B
Houghland C
Bog Hot D
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Year 2

Pasture -Treatment
Bog Hot A
Antelope B
Houghland c
Bog Hot D
Year 3

Pasture ' Treatment
Bog Hot A
Antelope B
Houghland C
Bog Hot D

In addition, 345 AUMSs are available for livestock use on
Mahogany Mountain during the months of May and June. Full use
- of these AUMSs depends on completion of the Alder Creek/Wilder-
Quinn Allotment DIVlS]OI‘l Fcnce Reconstrucuan on Mahogany
Mountain.” N :

..::.- 2iibhiea e O | ST RS R 23|

, Herd Two

Herd two will run inthe Quinn River Ranch use area, north into

the Denio and Quinn River Seedings, Lone Mountain use area,”: =
North Wilder ' Field, andthe " summer use areas  (Maggie:
Creek/Cottonwood Creck W1lden’L1ttle Wilder, SagehenfShyster-}____ :
Creek) : s

Coy 2 S Ay S 2O
GG T )

The grazing systcm w111 bc as foilows

Livestock Numbers: 1460 - 1610 Cattle
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Season of use:

Treatments: E .02/01 to 03/31
F 04/01 to 04/14
G 04/15 to 05/30
H 06/01 to 07/31 - 08/15
I 08/01 to 08/31
J 11/01 to 12/31
K™~ Rest
Year 1
Pasture Treatment
,Quinn River Ranch Use Area E
~ N. Quinn River Ranch F
South Lone Mountain Gl
North Lone Mountain s K
North Wilder G,
"~ Quinn River Seeding 3 G,I
. ... Denio. Seeding o Lol G,I
i e sae e Aope SAgEhen/Shyster Creek AT H
PRGN ORI v i Maggie Creek/Cottonwood Creek H
e e Wilder Crcek/httle Wllder Creek : K
S tman _‘_leestock will be tralled through the North Lone Mountain Field

otz il bine sy 1y during the, spring’ and jin August with some overnight Stops .
; SRR S occurrmg S A\ e : i

Ye"é'r' : '. T bt w1
“ Pasture - o '_':__I_U R Tl S R Treatment
Quinn River Ranch Use Area E
~_ +++ . N. Quinn River Ranch F
BTN T __‘South Lone Mountain 5 _ _ G
b naiiir | sdNorth Lone Mountam ;e ¥ I
e it North Wilder oy oo oo K
b Quinn River Seeding. G,
' .. Denio Seeding ;. N G,I
.,-,Sagehen]Shyster Creek '_ ‘ S H
" Maggie Creek/Cottonwood Creek K
* "Wilder Creek/Little Wilder Creek R ;)
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i

Year 3

Pasture Treatment
Quinn River Ranch Use Area E
N. Quinn River Ranch ¥
South Lone Mountain K
North Lone Mountain . G
North Wilder I
Quinn River Seeding G,
Denio Seeding G,I
Sagehen/Shyster Creek K
Maggie Creek/Cottonwood Creek - H

Wilder Creek/Little Wilder Creek H

- Livestock will be trailed throttoh the South Lone Mountain Field

during the spring and in August with some overnight stops

. occurring.

In year 4, this scheduling sedu'enc_e will be repeated.

A summer use area will be grazed two years in a row and then
rested. Durmg the first year of the rotation, the use area may be
grazed 1 up to avatlable AUMS as hsted in the stocking rate section.
The second 3 year the use area will be at a llghtcr level

Ll

" The season of use for the suxi’mmer use'areas is from 06/01. 0 07/31 s
- 08/15."In"years when' the SagehenfShyster Creek and Maggle fex

Creek/Cottonwood Creek use areas are scheduled to be used i m the

rotation (year 1 as listed above), the livestock will be split into two . -

herds and the use areas will*beé " used concurrently during the
summer use period. In other years, (years 2 and 3), hvestoclc will

be rotated through the u,se areas. R

When the SagehenfShyster Creek and Wilder/Little Wilder use
areas are scheduled for use, l1vestock use will occur in the North
and South Lone Mountam Pxelds When the Maggie
Creek/Cottonwood Creek use area are scheduled for use along with
either Sagehen/Shyster Creek and Wilder/Little Wilder use areas,
livestock numbers w:ll be rotated between North Lone Mountain,
South Lone Mountam and North Wilder. The Mud Creek drift
fence whxch is scheduled to be constructed in the fall of 1998, will
keep livestock out of the Sagehen!Shyster Creek area dunng the
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spring and fall and years when the use area is scheduled for use.

During the month of August, the South and North Lone Mountain
Fields and North Wilder Field will be used for gathering and
trailing home to the Quinn River Ranch. The Quinn River and
Denio Seeding will be used for overnight stops while trailing home.
These dates may change depending on when the permittees is
authorized to place his livestock into the summer pastures.
However, an one month period will be authorized. Livestock in the
Maggie Creek/Cottonwood Creek use area will be gathered in the
North Wilder Field and livestock from the Wilder and Sagehen
country will be gathered into the Lone Mountain country.

Rationale:

Due to each pasture having a different carrying capacity along with
the rest rotation/deferment grazing system, the total number of
AUMs . of specified livestock grazing will not exceed 13,877
AUMs. Nor will AUMs identified for each pasture or use area
exceed AUMs identified in the stocking rate calculatlons section of
the technical recommcndanons

53 B3 MG flat

i Momtormg data 1ndlcates that, short term utlhzatmn objecnvcs in f_ Tl
»-riparian areas have not been met in.the summer use areas. This
e - grazing system reduces the AUMs available and the scason of use
%4 -1.sin the summer,use areas and allows for more livestock use. o‘_ the
vaiii-flats (Lone Mountain, North ‘Wilder, iQumn Rwer Usc Arca) An 3
- earlier removal date will allow for a regrowth penod along npana
biu rareas and help meet riparian objectwes and standard and gmdchncs

The grazing system will allow. for.the functionality and habitat -
standards and guidelines to be met in the summer use areas by
reducing the season of use .and AUMs by reducing hot. season
grazing and allowing for riparian vegetation regrowth. The fences

/4 to: be . constructed ; will ;.allow, for  better livestock control by

preventing drift into areas scheduled for rest and for the summer

. use areas to be used in a rotational basis.

Térm and Conditlion #3_ (Se;a Techmcal Recommendations - Term
and Conditions) was, added :to, give the permittee flexibility on

' moving livestock into a pasture or use area up to two weeks early.

Adjusting turnout and removal dates will be dependent on factors

such as soil moisture, upland and riparian vegetation growth, and .
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rainfall and will require the pasture to be inspected. Flexibility in
turnout and removal dates will aid in drier and hotter years in
which livestock may be moved into pastures early without having
detrimental effects on riparian areas and creeks and reduce hot
season grazing because of an early removal date. This will provide
a longer regrowth period for riparian plants. In comparison, later
turnout and removal dates may be considered in wetter and colder
years in order to allow meadow and other riparian areas to dry out

to prevent punchmg and allow for vegetative growth.

The Denio Summit Fence will spht the Lone Mountain use area

“into two pastures (South Lone Mountain and North Lone Mountain)

and allow these two new pastures to be used in a rest/deferred
rotation with the North Wilder field. However, in most years when
the South and North Lone Mountain Fields are scheduled for rest,
some use will occur due to trailing activities. The Mud Creek drift

- fence which is scheduled to be constructed in the fall of 1998 will

keep livestock out of the Sagehen/Shyster Creek area during the

spring and fall and years when the use area is scheduled for use.

The Lone Mountain country and - North Wilder Field will be
scheduled for spring use and for gathering and trailing livestock

during the fall. Monitoring data indicates that objectives, for the
“’"'most part, are being met in these 'areas with the seeded areas being - ©

- 9lin good to excellent condition. ‘Problems with livestock drift have .

- occurred ‘in early ‘spring ‘and during the summer and uuhzanon'
' levels® have been exceeded around 'waters. However, the fencing
‘“Land’ grazing system will ‘address the: dnfﬂng problems and aid in’
““"“meeting both' allotment 'specific objectives and the standards and
‘i guidelines by providing hvestock control and allowmg hvestock t0. Fikis
sse T be rotated through the areaJiga1g 5l : : 5 :

s el ool 11’13* g b d 11: 134

1 The Quinn Rlver Ranch and Bog' Hot Use Sy w1ll continue to

be available for ‘winter and early spring use. Monitoring data

“#“indicates there is'minimal concern in these areas. In addition, the
' " Houghland, "Antelope Field and “Mahogany Mountain will be

available" for ‘spring - “early ‘'summer grazing. Monitoring data
indicates objectives are being met in these areas and no

‘adjustments” are' required.’ “ However, full use of Mahogany .
 Mountain is'’contingent-on the Alder Creek - Wilder Quinn
e Dmsmn fence being reconstructed )t

SUHRLD: Y OEAY FEE MGEE

Tr-BRs - Ufhigl 8
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Term and Condition #4 (see Technical Recommendations - Terms
and Conditions) requires that the Wilder-Quinn Allotment
Evaluation Working Group which includes the BLM, permittees,
and interested publics meet in the field twice a year to gather
monitoring data, analyze the data and discuss if allotment specific
objectives and standard and guidelines have been met or not met.
If objective has not been met, the working group will make
recommendations to adjust the grazing system and if necessary,
implement monitoring studies and objectives to determine if the
groups recommendations are meeting objectives or if further
adjustments are needed. This term and condition is important
because it requires the group to meet in the field to discuss
problems and implement actions wh:ch will fix the problems as

they occur.
- Objectives
1. Revise the following short term objectives:
a. The objective for utilization of key streambank riparian plant species

(CAREX JUNCUS, SALIX, ASPEN, ROWO) on Maggie, S. Fk
Cottonwood W]lder and thtle Wllder Creeks is 50%. Utilization data will
‘be collected at the end of the’ growmg penod b

b. The objective for utilization of 'key ‘wetland ' riparian plant species -
(CAREX, .TUNCUS POA, ASPEN) is 50% Utl]_lzatlon data w111 bc__
.collected at the end of the growing penod "?‘ Qo : ;

C. The ob_]ectlve for ut:llzatlon of key upland plant spec1es (SIHY, S'I'I‘H2 :
“ "ORHY,’ "AGSP, FEID," “PUTR” SYMPH, "'AMELA, BASA) is 50%.
“’Utlhzatlon data- w1Il be' oathered ‘at the ‘end of the growmg period.
e tIUl 3oy g J W REAT
d. The objectlve for utilization of seeded species (AGCR MEOQF) is 50%.
Utlllzatlon data’ w1ll be co]Iected at the end of the growmg period.

AR DN TIEL SR 9al n

2. Revlseﬂmplement long ten'n Ob_]eCIIVCS to the followmc
L il £ :

a. Improve or maintain Suitable sage grouse struttmg, nesting, brood rearing;
and/or wmtermo habltat in good cond1t10n

gt e ¥ F,
il SO0 L0E AR (Al 1 DAL T IR

The following parameters have been found to constitute optimum (good)
conditions for sage grouse use:
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1 ' Greater than 20% sagebrush canOpy COVeT...

Strutting Habitat

Low sagebrush or brush free areas for strutting and nearby areas of
sagebrush having 20-50% canopy cover for loafing.

Nesting Habitat

1.  Sagebrush between 7 and 31 inches in height (optimum = 16
inches).

2 Sagebrush canopy cover of 15-30% (optimum = 27%).

3. 25-35% basal ground cover.

4. .. Average understory height of 6-7 inches.

Brood Rearing habitat

Early Season

1. Sagebrush canopy cover of 10-21% (optimum = 14%).

) H Jidd b

Late Season

+ Lo Meadow areas that are in funct1onmg condmon
2. Re51dua1 _r_neadow veoetatxon of no. less than 3-6 inches.
e Winter hab]tat % A R e E -, [
i 1 .-H.I il ..:;.. 1 ‘J;.\- t JL ul
PR 2 TANRRAT AR SR UOWR ){Jﬁh B3

abd u-.-.-- 23

.y =ui- Aspen.. w111 be. 80% or ureater of the average stemsfacre for reproducnon* S5

/¢ less than 12%,and " greater than 12" helght classes: and total tree density
. within the. 51te spec1ﬁg aspen habltat type Habltat type will be determined

durmg the 1998 field season. -

1

Prowde forage for 10 horses (120 AUMs) in the portlon of the Wilder-

Quinn Allotment located in the North Jackson HMA.

3. The following long term objectives will be dropmed due to Implementation of the
Standards and Guidelines Objectives which replaces them:

a.

Improve to and mamtam 259 acres of npanan and meadow habitat types
in_good condition. .

i ST
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The next evaluaﬁon__;hou!d_ be completed in 2003

b. Improve to and maintain the water quality of S. Fk. Cottonwood, Maggie
and Wilder Creeks to the state criteria set for the following beneficial uses:
livestock drinking water, cold: water aquatic life, wildlife propagation, and
wading (water contact recreation).

Monitoring

The following types of monitoring data are needed to make a determination of allotment
objectives. _

Utilization

Actual Use

Climate

Wildlife habitat evaluation/condition
Trend

Ecological Status
Production data on seedings
Water quality ,
Mapping noxious. weeds

0.  Stream Functionality '

1 Aspen Habitat Types

4 Gl i T MOGH adT el asnsb
COHSllltatIOI't v 1y PRSLERA 0 i 2 i l‘i | ¢ [T _1’_,_3:51 IR ; ’
: T cprin TR o ”” R LA NI
A. Consultation of the evaluation is listed chronologically as follows:
'-_\. "‘-.'.'.'".‘?-." .f'-:‘f-:;.: ¥ fi ':- if A 3 A *
March 12, 1997 Initial scoping meeting~Wwith™“permittees and interested

publics to identify issues, establish a working group and
establish a meeting day to tour the allotment.

-._;—..’ i .:!"'- ]f‘:" ATRT -::1{"7' FYDO T T Ay - % _,!;'.__ : Ay e 3, 3 ; -
. July 8 &9,1997  Working Group field tour of the allotment and meeting to
: ' _discuss monitoring data and objectives.
December 16, 1997 Working Group meeting to discuss draft evaluation and to
establish a meeting time to ~ discuss technical
: recornmendanons

February 11 & 25, 1998 Working Group mectmg to dlSCLlSS technical
recommendations for the evaluation.”
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May 29, 1998 Draft evaluation sent to permittee and interested public for
review and comment.

July 24, 1998 Written comments on draft evaluation received from the
Commission for the Preservation of Wild Horses.

July 16, 1998 Written comments on draft evaluation received from the
Nevada Division of Wildlife.

August 10, 1998 Met with permittees and interested publics to discuss
comments on draft evaluation.

B. Summary of Comments

Commission for the Preservation of Wild Horses:

Comment 1

Conflicting federal mandates in the overall management of the McGee Burro Herd
could impact the numbers and viability of sustaining this herd.

l:nauzd

Response

You are correct. There are two federal mandates for managing wild birros in the
McGee Mountain area. The BLM has no jurisdiction for burros located in the
Sheldon Game Refuge. However, the Bureau will continue to rnanage for wﬂd_
burros in the Alder Creek allotment. .~ . . . o :

., Nevada Division of Wildlife: -

® S COMMENt 1,7 o ) e L Sy e
e T b peritsnar o detidetny
We are concerned with the short and long term conclusions. Not all short term
objectives were met during the past four to five years with above average
- precipitation, and range years suggest that management is not efficient.

1
Response

The riparian areas in the summer pastures are the biggest issues in this allotment.
The season of use and AUMs in the summer pasture haye been reduced in order
to meet the Ob_]eCtIVCS Livestock will be removed from the: summer pastures at the
end of July or early August which will provide a 2 to 2/12 month regrowth period.
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Interior fences will be constructed to prevent drift from the spring use areas to
summer use areas and from summer use area to summer use areas and allotment
boundary fences will be constructed, or reconstructed, to prevent livestock drift
in and out of the Wilder-Quinn allotment. Livestock drift has been a major
problem in the allotment and has caused non-attainment of objectives. The
evaluation contains a term and condition in which the working group looks at
management twice a year, and as problems occurs or becomes’ apparent, allows
the group to make recommendations to fix and monitor the problem(s). This term
and condition, along with reducing the season of use and AUMs in the summer
use areas and fencing will allow for objectives to be met.

Comment 2

Mahogany objectives were stated as being obtained. We would request age and
form class data to assure that this critical species is in an upward trend.

Response

Age and form class data is not available to determine the trend of mahogany in
the allotment. Utilization data was used to determine if this objective was met or
not met. The Bureau will establish studxes to deterrmne the trend of mountain
_mahogany.

; ,,.,'.'3'." o viEsnan
" i bl il 15 W B T > o b A £ ey TR s o T f et Ir‘ iy § _-
e 3R &4 Le L o el S U g S ,'rl""il' -

Qonﬁnﬁerft RS

ot

Beavers can contribute to adverse impact to aspen stands in this allotment. We do .
not find beavers responsible to present age class nor lack of regeneratmn of aspens |

. -on_the. allotment Our agency contracted the removal Iof most. beavers on this

b E TR TR 4 8
allotment over the past years. ACHE

Pt L EHT IS e 1 i i3 230 I S LI

Res'g' onse

Curréntly there is no beaver problem-in the allotment. W'he'ri}'zb'fbblems occur,
NDOW will be contacted. - G o nikas

¥

4 5 o ]

Qomment 4

Sagebrush encroachment into old seedings can be beneficial to wildlife. Small
scale burns to promote diversity may be acceptable, but'we cannot support large
scale conversions from brush to restore the entire seeding.
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Response

The project planning process will identify project size, burn patterns. Leaving
islands of structure for wildlife will be considered. NDOW will be consulted
during the planning phase.

Comment 5

Section B recognizes riparian habitat as key management areas. However, stocking
level and season of use adjustments were not considered as immediate actions.
While range improvement projects may mitigate the effects of livestock, these
projects are subject to future funding.

Response

See response to NDOW comment 1. Stocking rates for the summer use areas are
calculated using the desired stocking rate formula. Stocking rates for the remaining
areas (the flats, winter ranges, seedings) were calculated using potential stocking
rates (or weighted averages).

The majority of projects are in the project planning phase and are permittee
driven. The project planning process for some of the projects. have been completed
or nearly completed and will be constructed this fall or next year. The BLM will -
supply materials on several of the fencing projects. There 1s 8100 fundmg for -
these projects and the projects the BLM will construct. UELL -

it oof

Commcnt 6

A AORL 1R

vy T NPT oy T R, e
PASTERLER BOrYIE L G (SRS IC R ¥y S L T
e

SRS OF 1DGargt edt

allotment. As drafted, we do not find ‘similar terms and conditions as found in -
multlplc use decisions for Alder Creek, Dyke Hot and other allotment.

‘) ‘ 1‘ P

! Response

el =) Fmaldnty soviad o 27 st 3

See response to NDOW comment 1. Due to the shortening of the season of use
and less AUMs in the summer use pastures, it is felt an allowable use level is not
needed for this allotment. T
Comment 7

Alternative #1 suggest great potential in meeting ‘allotment specific objectives.

This management strategy provides rest in summer pastures and stronger terms
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and conditions could provide better assurances and authorities to protect resources.

Response

Alternative 2 will be the selected action. However, sheep will not be allowed to
bed down in riparian areas. The sheep will be herded through the creeks and
meadows for watering and will bed down in the uplands. In addition, sheep use
will not occur in the Cottonwood Creek riparian area to maintain a buffer zone
from the Trout Creek Mountains which are inhabitated by bighom sheep. The
technical recommendation section of the evaluation identifies the allotment
boundary fence between the Kings River and Wilder-Quinn allotments for
reconstruction and construction. This proposal will be extended to include the
fence on Holloway Mountain.

VIII. Management Action
Selected Action: -

Livestock Management

a.  Range Improvement Projects: .., .. . . ..,

Fcn‘:ing/P_ipcl_incs:’ (e ng rilecrg S ol Taidiisrengl

“The follbwiﬁo range impfovcrricﬁt p‘i'ojec'ts: are sbﬁéduled Jtc'j'lse constructed in 1998
or when monies become available. These prolects are penmttee driven and are -
through the project planning, EA, consultatlon, and decmlon process.‘-._ -

.. The following fences will be cons_tr};ctcd in _1998; By IJ :

Wilder #3 drift fence extension onibage. Ginatd

The following well will be constructed when monies are available.

- =t
S | B ¥

Texas Spring Wells and pipeline. -,
These projects to be constructed are listed in the order of priority.

1. Construct the Mud Creek Fence that will run from Mud Creek and join
with the Wilder #4 fence. This will prevent livestock drift from the Lone
Mountain use area into the Sagehen/Shyster Creek summer use area and
allow for the Lone Mountain use area to be used as staging area for
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6.

FHe600

§ el SR
TR TR e

trailing home in August.

Re-construct and construct portions of the Wilder-Quinn/Kings River
allotment boundary fence. This will prevent livestock drift from the
Wilder-Quinn Allotment into the Kings River allotment and from the
Maggie Creek/Cottonwood Creek summer use area into the Wilder/Little
Wilder summer use area.

Reconstruct the Mahogany Mountain boundary fence between the Alder
Creek and Wilder-Quinn allotment. This fence will allow for livestock use

“on the Mountain and prevent drift into the Alder Creek allotment.

‘Construct a gap fence between the Pueblo Mountain and” Wilder-Quinn

Allotments to reduce livestock drift within the Alberson and Denio pasture
of the Pueblo Mountain Allotment.

Construct the Denio Summit Fence. This fence would be routed from the
mouth of Mud Creek and will run west to State Route 140 where it will
end near the Denio Summit. The fence will split the Lone Mountain use
area into two pastures and allow for the two new-pastures (South Lone
Mountain Field and North Lone Mountam Fleld) and the North Wllder
Field to be used in a rotational basis. = 7%

Construct the Lady Bird pipeline realignment.’A ‘gravel pit was constructed
which destroyed pomons of the pipeline. Rerouting the plpclmc would

allow for addmonal waters North of Qumn River Ranch e

fouos aeynh “'_:“r TS ,:q orprkk. oldgiinve smossd i gt R e 101

foiet s i et L e st des
Prescnbed'Bummg[Seedmg rencrs A aranaty ‘3 o "f ofldguoily - R

Conduct prescribed burns in’the following'seedings (listed in’order of priority):

a.:

b'.’i
it

Denio Seeding Bolenstze Soauititnb en shisw

. Quinn River Seeding
~""Houghland Seeding’ “*

Consider the feasibility of seeding the west end of the North Wilder Field.

Rationale: "

¥ \‘.(‘. 1

- Momtonng data indicates the’ secdmgs ar¢’ in a downward condition due to
*'sagebrush encroachment and the age of the scedmgs Burning the seedings would
allow for regeneratlon the sccdmg by reducmg sagcbrush in the pastures.
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b. Livestock Grazing:

Terms and Conditions:
The following terms and conditions will be included on all permits:

The terms and conditions must be in conformance with the -Standard and
Guidelines for the Sierra Front - Northwestern Great Basin Resource Advisory
Council, approved by the Secretary of Interior on February 12, 1997.

The authorized officer may modify annual grazing authorization and pasture
sequences as long as the modification is consistent with management objectives
and remains within the permitted season of use. Request outside of the permitted
season of use will require input from interested publics.

Livestock " grazing turnout and removal dates may be modified by up to two
weeks. A modified turnout date into a pasture or use area will be dependent on
range readiness factors such as stage of plant growth, soil moisture, moisture in
meadows, and would require the area to be inspected prior to turnout. An early
turnout date will be followed by an early removal date at the end of the grazing
period. A later turnout date will be considered in years that are colder, wetter,
both upland and riparian vegetation has little to no growth. Stocking rate levels
identified for the pastures and use areas will not be exceeded.

The Wilder-Quinn Allotment working group; which includes the BLM, permittees,
and interested publics, will meet in the field twice a year, once after the spring =+ 3
grazing period and once after the growing season to conduct monitoring studies
and determineif allotment specific objectives have been met or not met. If an
objective has not been met, the working:group shall discuss the causes for non-
attainment, the scope of the accedence, and develop a corrective action. The
working group may develop concise objectives which will be used to evaluate the
- success of the correction. Continued monitoring will be used to determine if the
i . corrective action has achieved the desired results defined in the objectives. Based
(L0 o: [Uon this; monitoring, subsequent .corrective.actions may  be,made without re-
sinitiation of additional formal evaluation procedures or consultations.
Salt and/or mineral blocks ‘shall not be placed wnhm one quarter (1;‘4) mile of
<7 Springs, meadows, rlparlan habitats or aspen stands. - S ol
A cemfled actual use report by use areas is due 15 days after the end of the
authorized grazing period.
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The permittee is required to perform maintenance on the range improvements to
which he has been assigned maintenance responsibility.

The grazing authorization with the sehedule of use will be the only approved use.
All other schedules, flexibilities, terms and conditions addressed in the Allotment
Management Plan dated 10/26/70 will be suspended.

Pursuant 43 CFR 10.4(g). the holder of this authorization must notify the

authorized officer by telephone, with written confirmation, immediately upon the

discovery of human remains, funerary objects, sacred objects, or objects of cultural

patrimony (as defined at 43 (CFR 10.2). Further, pursuant to 43 CFR 10.4(c) and

(d), you must stop activities in the vicinity of the discovery and protect it for 30
*''days or until notified to proceed by the authorized officer. >~ 92

St z s 2

C. Domestic Sheep Tge:**#=1=iit Mual Sigm THpl o il

Authonze the followmg domest1c sheep use w1thm the Wilder-Quinn Allotment:

" .
H H flk

Dufurrena Sheep Company SR A, Al ""1' ZIARBIL AZ0H"
Yor )i - s i VI DiTs e L SR
1."- Grazmg Use' (AUMS)‘E’ (o pawgite? o ifew 2isb r*-'or.m'
¢ 19bi0T Peni00 8¢ W SB0 ol l £ hedr
IOVl iR ':'-=’i-‘>i>'-"-'-'<- a. The total number ‘of animal unit months gt “""

st uiof specified livestock grazing: £400 AUMs boiti M

YHIIR 308 ,J!:J IR T AN ! Bt ‘[,

arihisle SHnQMGHE S 5UBaa ’Season ‘of Use o Aprll 01 to- May 20 *30“5’*{ =H i
ug. Tt gevm g ot eac kil #5759 June | Uto September 10 sniiriseh Liig
I B 2 2" Kind and Class ‘of Livestock = Sheep il 011 2arl S ifasid
gl 0L SYOOGTIGY Bqolsysh by sonsbsaos o) L, > ol Bl e e
3l shlines 3 B34 percent Federal’ Range 33%‘,4 ui: u:ru Py ganticy
q snuisia of ;“5?;.‘ &d-Hive grizovinaiy. baur ') o oo r.cm> 7
" “The Dufurrena Sheep Company has a 400 AUM permit to lamb in the Dufurrena
4% lambing grounds located near the Bilk Creek Reservoir-from 04/01 to 05/20.
“Remaining AUMSs may be used during the period of 06/01 to 09/10 in the summer
use area scheduled for rest from cattle grazmg

£rrr fTirky hanogla .'_f_» Hn i A T T Ve

&y

When the Maggie: Creek/Cottonwood Creek pasture is scheduled for sheep use, the
sheep w1ll be kepted out of the Cottonwood Creek npanan area.

. b gy I
20 en” Sail VAT HGaYE S ATEIeR A

DO QNS YSSTyi 0B
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Rationale:

The Paradise-Denio EIS (pg. 2-21, table 2-9) recognized 3430 AUMSs of domestic
sheep use in the old Wilder-Bilk allotment with 3730 sheep from 04/01 to 10/25.
No conflicts with bighorn sheep should occur as the proposed areas of use are not
considered to be potential or existing bighorn sheep habitat.

Domestic sheep use occurred in the summer use areas scheduled for rest from
cattle grazing in 1994 and 1995. In 1994, sheep use was authorized in the Maggie
Creek/Cottonwood Creek use area. Primary sheep grazing pressure was on
balsamroot with utilization being concentrated on the flowers. Use on browse
species such as snowberry and bitterbrush was less than 50%. Sheep use occurred
in the Wilder/Little Wilder and Sagehen use areas in 1995. Overall, the findings
in this area were the same as in 1994. The conclusion for the re-initiation of
domestic sheep use in the summer pastures is there did not appear to be conflict
with the principle goal of a rest-rotation grazing system as dietary overlap between
sheep and cattle are limited. In addition, sheep prefer upland grazing and will not
congregate in riparian zones for long periods of time. Therefore, sheep use should
have minimal impacts in riparian areas and aspen groves if they are not allowed
to bed in these sites. Bighorn sheep are located in the Trout
Creek Mountains. Keeping sheep out of the Cottonwood
Creek drainage: will; maintain, a_ buffer zone between
domestic and bighorn sheep.

300 5 oS s ) {9

d. Cattle Grazin o i

('i'r'.'.r.;“'.?.'. .-‘_’_‘::' ‘1=::-1I.; - T H gt af : ’,{ .J'.'.'«."Js-:'.i,'lu_ {

Roger and Marsha Colby Permit: >

e v i oot and testslain : RS Sl )
a. Grazing Use*(AUMs) 771 S 10 e 2y m e B

17" “'The total number of animal unit” -
months of specified livestock grazing: 102 AUMs

2. Suspend Preference: 0
b.’ :'Season;gf Use:f'_"])/ébenﬂ:?c_ri 01 to Egbrda_rjlz_.zl.g
c. | Kind anq Cl.‘r}ss (qf Livgstogk_ -,_ngstlel(_cow/calf)
d. Percent Federal Range: 100%

Grazing use will continue in the flats east of Denio and west of Wilder
Creek (in the North Wilder Field) from 12/01 to 02/28.
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.+ 13877 AUMS.

34 C 12/01 to 02/28 102 AUMs

Use is designated in the flat east of Denio and west of Wilder Creek and
has no bearing in the creation of the rangeline and individuals in the
08/23/71 Rangeline Agreement.

Rationale:

The active preference and season of use will be maintained at 102 AUMs
and 12/01 to 02/28, respectively. Monitoring data and desired stocking rate
calculations indicates short-term utilization objcctlves will be met at these
stockmg levels and season of use.

Denny Land and Cattle Cornpanx:
a. Grazing Use (AUMs)

1 The total numbcr of animal unit
months of spcc1fied livestock grazmcr 13, 8’?7 AUMs

2. = Suspend Preferencc 0
b, ' Season of Usc March 01 to February 28
e Kind and Class of Livestock - Cattle (cow/calf)
d. Percent Federal Ranoe 92% - (1 ZOTAUMS exchange-of-use)

Implement the following grazing systepg._ o

Livestock numbers may vary but AUMS in a grazmg year may not exceed

Herd One

Herd one will run in the Bog Hot use area, Antelope use area, Houghland
Seeding, and Mahogany Mountain. The grazing system will be as follows:

Livestock rﬁimbers: 200 - 350 Cattle
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Treatments:

A - 03/01 to 03/31
B 04/01 to 06/30
C 07/01 to 09/15
D 11/01 to 02/28

Year 1 - 1999

Pasture Treatment
Bog Hot
Antelope
Houghland
Bog Hot

gowp

Year 2 - 2000

Pasture Treatment
Bog Hot
Antelope
Houghland
Bog:Hot

Taow»

Year 3 - 2001 vl GW el
O s B 1Al BRI
Pasture Treatment ' © 2aibsoe alustl
Bog Hot 45510 el einedsund
Antelope
Houghland
Bog Hot

s - hogvempdsatd ting

& - TEInE VWY "{ b2 ’l 45 ._" o

vawp

In addition, 345 AUMs are available for livestock use on Mahogany
Mountain during the months of May and June. Full use of these AUMs
depends on completion of the Alder Creek/Wilder-Quinn Allotment
Division Fence Reconstruction on Mahogany Mountain.

Herd Two

The following system will be used for herd 2 until the proposed Denio
Summit Drift fence is completed

Herd two will run in the Quinn River Ranch use area, north into the Denio
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and Quinn River Seedings, Lone Mountain use area, North Wilder Field,
and the summer use areas (Maggie Creek/Cottonwood Creek, Wilder/Little
Wilder, Sagehen/Shyster Creek).

The grazing system will be as follows:

Livestock Numbers: 1460 - 1610 Cattle

Season of use:

Treatments: E 02/01 to 03/31

F 04/01 to 04/14

G 04/15 to 05/30

H 06/01 to 07/31 - 08/15

I 08/01 to 08/31

J 11/01 to 12/31

K Rest
Year 1 - 1999
Pasture Treatment
Quinn River Ranch Use Area = basidBoi
N. Quinn River Ranch { el Bics
Lone Mountain G,
North Wilder JOBS - £ G I
Quinn River Seeding G,]
Denio Seeding A i s shGIE -
‘Sagehen/Shyster Creek ' o Had
Maggie Creek/Cottonwood Creek aolH2 A

Wilder Creek/Little Wilder Creek sl Kt

- 4
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Year 2 - 2000

Pasture ¢ Treatment
Quinn River Ranch Use Area E
N. Quinn River Ranch E
Lone Mountain Gl
North Wilder K
Quinn River Seeding Gl
Denio Seeding G,I
Sagehen/Shyster Creek H
Maggie Creek/Cottonwood Creek K
Wilder Creek/Little Wilder Creek H
Year 3 - 2001

Pasture | Treatment
Quinn River Ranch Use Area E
N. Quinn River Ranch o F
Lone Mountain ; , G,I
North Wilder - & _ : LA
Quinn River Seeding . - 1 £ it G,
Denio Seeding SHrasmatore nn Ol
Sagehen/Shyster Creek | K
Maggie Creek/Cottonwood Creek H 32
Wilder Creek{thtIe Wllder Creek H

In year 4, this schcduhng sequence w111 be rcpeated
i §7
A summer use area will be grazed two years in a row and then rested.
During the first year of the rotation, the use area may be grazed up to
available AUMS as listed in the stocking rate section. The second year the
_use area will be at a lighter level. e

The season of use for the summer use areas is from 06/01 to 07/31 -
08/15. In years when the Sagehen/Shyster Creek and Maggie
Creek/Cottonwood Creek use areas are scheduled to be used in the rotation
(year 1 as listed above), the livestock will be split into two herds and the
| use areas will be used concurrently during the summer use period. In other
years (years 2 and 3), livestock will be rotated through the use areas.

When the Sagehen/Shyster Creek and Wilder/Little Wilder use areas are
scheduled for use, livestock use will occur in the Lone Mountain use area.
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IS8 D08 A 8

When the Maggie Creek/Cottonwood Creek use area are scheduled for use
along with either Sagehen/Shyster Creek and Wilder/Little Wilder use
areas, livestock numbers will be split between Lone Mountain and North
Wilder. The Mud Creek drift fence which is scheduled to be constructed
in the fall of 1998, will keep livestock out of the Sagehen/Shyster Creek
area during the spring and fall and years when the use area is scheduled
for use.

During the month of August, the Lone Mountain use area and North
Wilder Field will be used for gathering and trailing home to the Quinn
River Ranch. The Quinn River and Denio Seeding will be used for
overnight stops while trailing home. These dates may change depending
on when the permittees is authorized to place his livestock into the
summer pastures. However, an one month period will be authorized.
Livestock in the Maggie Creek/Cottonwood Creek use area will be
gathered in the North Wilder Field and livestock from the Wilder and

* Sagehen country will be gathered into the Lone Mountain country.

.Upon completion of the Denio Summit Fence, the Lone Mountain use area

will be divided into two pastures, North Lone Mountain and South Lone
Mountain. The North Wilder Field along with the North Lone Mountain
and South Lone Mountain Fields w111 be uscd in a three pasture rest
rotatlon system as follows: s 4ibss? of ;

< Ty S AR A i';!?f_‘_;-,-'; &
Season of use: LL® ' B St
% fEmbirshig i S B EIin oA )
Trcatmcnts_ G 04/15 to 05/30
Sisager 90 K17 9000 08/01: to 08/31 = &

K Rest

A% 26eY 0wl haxoyg o W sow e 38 R

Ay eartl 1 18 ey Si8 ariuC]

L aongne ST ooz et o bateil o 2415 sldslinve
Pasture Faeaf wandeti s 4o s¢ libw Treatment

South Lone Mountain Gl

AT MiXNorth ‘Lone Mountain @2 2 w0l 520 1o nogaza KAl

North ‘Wilder “x @ e zmov . LG,I0

0 ) | L B , . Sehed JJ" Y+ ¥ v I.'\?""',N 3

“ Livestock will be tralled through the North Lone Mountain Field during
the spring'and in August with some overnight stops’ occurring.
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Year 2

Pasture 2 Treatment
South Lone Mountain G
North Lone Mountain I
North Wilder K
Year 3

Pasture _ Treatment
South Lone Mountain K
North Lone Mountain G
North Wilder : I

This sequence will be repeated starting in year 4.

Livestock w111 be trailed through the South Lone Mountain Field during
the spring and in August with some overnight stops occurring.

- When the Sagehen/Shyster Creek and Wilder/Little Wilder use areas are
_scheduled for use, livestock use will occur in the North and South Lone
" Mountain F1e1ds When the Maggie Creek/Cottonwood Creek use area are
scheduled ‘for use along with either Sagehen/Shyster Creek and
Wllderlettle Wilder use areas, hvestock numbers will be rotated between -
North Lone Mountain, South Lone Mountam and North Wilder. The Mud
Creek dnft fence wlnch is scheduled to be constructed in the fall of 1998,
will keep llvestock out of the Sageheanhyster Creek area during the

; 2.5 _spring. and fall and years when the use area is scheduled for use.

dlie

| Durmg the month of August the South ‘and North Lone Mountain Fields
..and North ‘Wilder Field will be used for gathering and trailing home to the

“Quinn River Ranch. The Quinn River and Denio Seeding will be used for
overnight stops while trailing home. These dates may change depending
on when the permittees is authorized to place his livestock into the

. summer pastures However, an one month period will be authorized.

“Livestock in the Maggie Creek/Cottonwood Creek use area will be
gathered in the North Wilder Field and livestock from the Wilder and

_ Sagehen country w1ll be gathered into the Lone Mountam country.
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Rationale:

Due to each pasture having a different carrying capacity along with the
rest rotation/deferment grazing system, the total number of AUMs of
specified livestock grazing will not exceed 13,877 AUMs. Nor will AUMs
identified for each pasture or use area exceed AUMs identified in the
stocking rate calculations section of the technical recommendations.

Monitoring data indicates that short term utilization objectives in riparian
areas have not been met in the summer use areas. This grazing system
reduces the AUMs available and the season of use in the summer use areas
and allows for more livestock use on the flats (Lone Mountain, North
Wilder, Quinn River Use Area). An earlier removal date will allow for a
regrowth period along riparian areas and help meet riparian objectives and
standard and guidelines. The grazing system will allow for the
functionality and habitat standards and guidelines to be met in the summer
use areas by reducing the season of use and AUMSs by reducing hot season
grazing and allowing for riparian vegetation regrowth. The fences to be

. constructed will allow for better livestock control by preventing drift into

areas scheduled for rest and for the summer use areas to be used in a

* rotational basis.

Term and Condmon #3 (see Techmcal Recommendatlons - Term and

; ._Condmons) was added to g1ve thc penmttce ﬂex1b1].1ty on moving

_livestock into a pasrure or use area up to two weeks early. Adjusting -

. . turnout.and removal dates will be dcpendent on “factors such ‘as soil i

.+ .. . moisture, upland and riparian vcgetauon growth and rainfall and will ©

i require the pasture to be, mspected Flexibmty in_ tumout and removal dates =

., will aid in drier and hotter years in which livestock may be moved into

" pastures early w1thout havmg detrlmental cffects on riparian areas and
~creeks and reduce hot season grazing because of an early removal date.

. This_will provide a_ longer rcgrowﬂl pcnod for, riparian plants In -

g ora 'companson later turnout and ‘removal dates’ may be considered in wetter

-and colder years in ordcr to allow meadow and other riparian areas to dry

out to prevent punchmg and allow for vegctanve growth

. . The Lone Mountam use area and North Wllder Field will be scheduled for
~ spring use and for gathering and trailing llvestock during the fall.
2 Momtormg data indicates that objectwcs for the most part, are being met

in these areas with the seeded areas being in good to excellent condition.
Problems with livestock drift have occurred in early spring and during the
summer and utilization levels have been exceeded around waters. However,
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the fencing and grazing system will address the drifting problems and aid
in meeting both allotment specific objectives and the standards and
guidelines by providing livestock control and allowing livestock to be
rotated through the area. In addition. The Denio Summit Fence will split
the Lone Mountain use area into two pastures (South Lone Mountain and
North Lone Mountain) and allow these two new pastures to be used in a
rest/deferred rotation with the North Wilder field. However, in most years
when the South and North Lone Mountain Fields are scheduled for rest,
some use will occur due to trailing activities. The Mud Creek drift fence
which is scheduled to be constructed in the fall of 1998 will keep livestock
out of the Sagehen/Shyster Creek area during the spring and fall and years
when the use area is scheduled for use.

The Quinn River Ranch and Bog Hot Use Areas will continue to be
available for winter and early spring use. Monitoring data indicates there
is minimal concern in these areas. In addition, the Houghland, Antelope
Field and Mahogany Mountain will be available for spring - early summer
grazing. Monitoring data indicates objectives are being met in these areas
and no adjustments are required. However, full use of Mahogany
Mountain is contingent on the Alder Creek - Wilder Quinn Division fence
being reconstructed.

.. Term and Condition #4 (see Technical Recommendations - Terms ,and 7 &
Conditions) requires that the W11der-Qumn Allotment Evaluation Workmg &
Group which mcludes the BLM, penmttees, ‘and interested publics meetin =+ :
the field twice. a year to gather momtormg data, analyze thc data and s 0t
discuss if allotment specific objectives and standard and gu1de11nes have _.
seomlcr . been met or not met. If objective has not been met, the working group will ;5 e
e make recommendatlons to ad_]ust the grazmg system and if nccessary,"'
implement monitoring studies and obJectwes to determine if the groups
recommendations are meeting objectives or if further adjustments are
211 .. needed. This term and condition is important because it requires the group
. to meet in the field to discuss problems and implement actions which will
- < fix the problems as they occur. b

- B. .~ -Wildlife .

Analysis of existing management of wildlife habitat does not indicate that current
wildlife populations are significantly contributing to any failure in meeting
multiple use objectives. Therefore, no change in wildlife use will be 1mp1emcnted
at this time.
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C.

Wild Horses

Establishing the following AML for wild horses:

10 Horses  03/01 to 02/28 120 AUMs

Rationale:

- Appropriate Management Level for that portion of the Jackson Mountain Herd
Management Area within the Wilder-Quinn Allotment is 10 Wild Horses. These
horses are part of a larger herd occupying portions of three other allotments. The
North Jackson Mountain Wild Horse Herd will be managed as one herd and
management will not be fragmented by allotment. - :

.. .D. [

o By

The type of horse now inhabiting the area will be maintained and the horses will
not be manipulated genetically for color or size. Any introduction of horses into
this area from another HMA will only be done if adequate forage is available, the
horses are under AML, and if the horses are compatible genetically.

: Objcctlvqs

Short Term Objectives:

" The' ObJCCtIVB ‘for utlhzatmn of key “streambank” npa.nan plant species

(CAREX, "JUNCUS, “SALIX, ASPEN, ROWO) on Maggie, S. Fk

" Cottonwood, Wilder and Little thder Creeks is 50%. Utxltzat:lon data wlll f
“*be collected at the end of the grovwng penod Chrks %

LSS ; J"‘ #) i o F§ b ¥ 1! ;1 ies l‘J/IL

The objectlve for utthzatlon of key “Wetland * rtpanan plant ‘species o
" (CAREX,"JUNCUS, "POA, "ASPEN)“is" 50% Utlllzauon data will be
: _'__."_collected at the end of the' growmg penod

v --z'“ :a‘l.il»)u; SISO ETIONRT

" The ob_;ecttve for utilization of key upland plant species (SIHY, STTH2,

ORHY, AGSP, FEID, PUTR, _SYNIPH ANIELA BASA) is 50%.
Utilization data will bc"gath'e're'd at the’end of the growing period.

The objective for utilization of seeded species (AGCR,; MEOF) is 50%.

. Utilization data will be collected at the end of the growing period.

3 4 Ny () IR O BT . T
oo - ISTL AL S ip f TS PR R AR S A T

GRoTiNrel T2 LR,
- .
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Long Term Objectivés:

L Manage, maintain and improve pubfic rangeland conditions to provide forage on
a sustained yield basis for big game, with an initial forage demand of 1,266
AUMs for mule deer, 208 AUMs for pronghorn, and 63 AUMs for bighorn sheep.

a. Improve to and maintain 59,219 acres of mule deer habitat in good or
excellent condition.

b. Improve to and maintain 24,231 acres of pronghorn habitat in good
condition. Improve to and maintain 110,394 acres, of pronghom habitat in
fair or good condition. =

B Improve to and maintain 26,507 acres of bwhom sheep habitat in good or
excellent condition. :

2 Manage, maintain, and improve public rangeiand conditions to provide forage on
a sustained yield basis for livestock, with an initial stocking level of 13,877.

3 Improve range condition from poor to fair on 155, 836 acres and from fair to good
on 25,364 acres.

4. Impro;é 'to: and mémtam ‘29 a.cré's of ceanoth{is habitat 'tgfbes in 'éood cbndition. |
3. Improve to and maintain 1,370 acres of mahogany habitéfﬁ_ types 1;11goodcond1t10n
6. Improve o3 i 468 are ofaspn Rabal e i gond condiin.

7. Improve the following stream habitat conditions of ‘5‘5?%%1;' Wliaer Creek, 41%

on Little Wilder Creek, to an overall optimum to 60% or above.,
PO ATTEMIED bira ViR FHEES Raleied s U

~a. _ Streambank cover 60% or above.

g =k iy 384
: b i Streambank stabxllty 60% or above. v
W Max1mum summer water temperatures below 70 F
8. Improve to and maintain the seeded pastures in good condltxoii""(S—lO acres per
AUM). P
0. Improve to and maixﬁain 33,055 acres of Mountain browse habitat types in good
condition.

AULoL
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10.  Improve or maintain suitable sage grouse strutting, nesting, brood rearing, and/or
wintering habitat in good condition.

The following parameters have been found to constitute optimum (good)
conditions for sage grouse use:

Strutting Habitat

Low sagebrush or brush free areas for strutting and néa.rby areas of sagebrush
having 20-50% canopy cover for loafing.

" Nesting Habitat
1 Sagebrush between 7 and 31 inches in height (optimum = 16 inches).
2 ‘Sagebrush canopy cover of 15 30% (optxmum 27%).
< 25-35% basal ground cover.
4. . Average understory height of 6-7 inches.
" Brood Rearing habitat

‘Early Season

ok o 2 B ooy SAnopY. cover of 10:21% (optimum, S s &
La_te Season _ AR i B
00 T g shdas vt o «aios ARE RSN byl ol
._1_. Meadow areas that are in functlomng coudltlon iFE
© 2. "Residual meadow vegetation of no less than 3-6 mches
, b o $ _HW“.-lter habltat GO0 eidaT nsta ;,‘-I:"t.-.-.'-;l.;ﬁ!f“-."s sik in el SN
<yt .‘Zr? ._} f' Ig"'") :

1. Greatcr than 20% sagebrush canopy cover.

11.  Aspen will be 80% or greater of the average stems/acre for _reproduction less than
12" and greater than 12" height classes: and total tree density within the site
specific aspen habitat type. Habitat type. will be determined during the 1998 field

-season. ¢

12.  Provide forage for 10 horses (120 AUMs) in the portion of the Wilder-Quinn
_Allotment located in the North Jackson HMA. :

s 1
f O & L ITE353418 d LG G }1 3 S

Standard and Guideline Objectives
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The following are the Standards for Rangeland Health as developed in consultation with
the Sierra Front - Great Basin Resource Advisory Council, other interested publics and
approved by the Secretary of the Interior on'February 12, 1997. The terms and conditions
of the livestock grazing permit must be in conformance with these approved Standards
and Guidelines:

1. Soil processes will be appropriate to soil types, climate and land form.

2. Riparian/wetland systems are in properly functioning condition. -
3. Water quality criteria in Nevada and California State Law shall be achieved or
maintained. £ Fhiersial -
‘4. Populations and communities of native plant species and habitats for native animal

species are healthy, productive and diverse. .. .. ., ., . neiteind
5. Habitat conditions meet the life cycle reqﬁifements of special "species..__r__-

The following. long term  objectives will be dropped,due to _implementation of the
‘ Standards and Guidelines Ob_}ectwes which replaces them ,,4 -

) ow TR A T P
Fia aigia il val

¥ | 3 {Ta e Nt i ‘{-. ;[{} i

-G !
12 Improve to and mamtam 259 actes of rlpanan and meadow habltat types in good |
sspccondition. i oy i <l "

~d

:-v-;.') “I’ a8 e paEl

£ i _,., ;I.r-_-. o Iﬁ i :
2. Improve to and mamtam the water quahty of S Fk Cottonwood Magg1e and V7

Wilder Creeks to the state criteria set for the following beneficial uses: livestock

drinking water, cold water aquatic life, wildlife propagauon, and wad.mg (water “'
contact recreation). : S AR e T R B SR

E.  Monitoring

The followin.g types of monitoring data are needed to make a determination of allotment
objectives.

Utilization

Actual Use

Climate

Wildlife habitat evaluation/condition
Trend

Ecological Status

Wild Horse Census

Water quality

08 Ty 4 T Lo

135




Final Wilder-Quinn Allotment Evaluation August 27, 1998

9. Lodic and Lentic Riparian Functionality
10.  Aspen production

11.  Mahogany production

12. Community Structure Analysis

13, Stream Survey

The next evaluation is scheduled for 2004 unless momtonng data indicates another re-
evaluatlon is required sooner.

IX.  Future Monitoring and Grazing Adjustments

The Winnemucca District ‘will continue to monitor ‘existing studies and establish
additional studies as identified above. This monitoring data will continue to be collected
‘in the future to provide the necessary information for subsequent evaluation. These
evaluations are necessary to determine if allotment specific objectives are being met under
the existing and/or new grazing management strategies. In addition, these subsequent
evaluations will determine if adjustments are requlred to meet the estabhshed allotment
specific objectives. s

X.' ' The selected managerhént_ action for grazing on the Deer Creek Allotment conforms with
environmental analysis of ‘grazing 'impacts described in the “Final “Paradise-Denio
Environmental Impact Statement dated Scptcmber 18, 1981. 1

DOOZ [ 29Qul sanian woBsant Di BEISOIT 1o 2 AL S ginduisny bos o ,'.--'1‘!-:;.::'.,,_

The EIS and NEPA Compliance Record are on file in the Winnemucca' District Office,

located at 1500 E. Winnemucca BLVD, Wumemucca NV 89445 :
DILs 9iu 4.1'. tou AL u“uu M6 Yoo T jf OFIREs 3001 0B s b o DY CHIe I;‘{ R
Incaneeils imonn: SRt emiwotich ety 10t 192 shing-Sieie aidt o _aai.z'fr } 'ﬁ;‘ i o :
) ZHEheW b i Aaysaiag Mitbitw ot ::2:3;;@3,, o Blon as)sw aubind

S S e A T
AGHBR1095 OBEI0D

1 [ = S '...'. - ...' e I e TR - iy A L 3 o ¥ y i T P
Wermiaily S0 nobstaeerst B Sdi 0 bubosa 918 sish Snmmina Yo 28qv! i
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Appendix I

Desired stocking rate calculations were determined in accordance with BLM Manual Rangeland
Monitoring Analysis. Interpretation. and Evaluation. Technical Reference 4400-7. Desired
stocking rates were calculated for the summer pastures (Sagehen/Shyster Creek, Wilder
Creek/Little Wilder Creek, and Maggie Creek/Cottonwood Creek) using riparian and/or meadow
habitats as key management areas. The desired stocking rates calculated are the stocking rate
at which both riparian and upland short-term utilization objectives are expected to be met under
present management.

The desired stocking rates for the remaining pastures are the stocking rates at which upland and
seeding short-term utilization objectives are expected to be met under present management.

Desired Stocking Rate Formula:

Actual Use (AUMSs/Pasture) = Desired Actual Use (AUMSs)
KMA Utilization (%) . Desired KMA Utilization =
KMA = Key Management Area - Riparian/Meadow Habitat

S TH
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Polential Stocking Rate Calculation

Page 112_ | I I
Appendix One - Desired and Weighted Average Stocking Rale Calculations
BOG HOT USE AREA: - j 24 it
Paslure: Bog Hol Pasture: Bog Hot i
Year: 1988 Year: 1989 | @msiaimin
Ulilizalion _(%Area per _|Actual Ulilization |%Area per - |Actual -
Class UT. Class [Utilization Class UT. Class _ [Utilization
70 0.375 26.25 ] 70 042 ] =4 29.4
50 0.625 31.25 50 0.58 29
0 0
0 0
0 il 0
0 - 0
Sum of Actual Utilization 0.575 Sum of Actual Utilization 0.584
| ; : =
[Potential Stocking Rate Calculation

Actual | |Desired UL |Actual UL "Polential Stocking Actual |'Desired UL |Actual Ut.  |Potential Stocking
Year AUMs Level Level. Rate Year AUMs Level . |Level Rate
1988 897 0.5 0.575 780 1989 1032 ¢ +0.5 0.584 884
Paslure: Bog Hot Year. 1990 ' Pasture: Bog Hot Year: 1996 .
Ulilization |%Area per |Actual Ulilization _ |%Area per |Actual
Class UT. Class |Ulilization Class UT. Class |Ulilization
70 0.67 46.9 10 1 10
50 0.33 16.5 0 0
0 0
0 0
0 0
0 0
Sum of Actual Ulilization 0.634 Sum of Actual Ulilization -0.1
Potential Stocking Rale Calculation Potential Stocking Rate Calculation
Actual Desired Ut. |Actual Ut. _ |Potential Stocking Actual |Desired Ut. [Actual Ut. _ [Polential Stocking
Year AUMs Level Level Rate Year AUMs Level Level Rate
1990 1249 0.5 0.634 985 1996 544 0.5 Q.11 ; 2720
Average Potenlial Stocking Rale: 1342

(FOR BOG HOT USE AREA)




'age 113 3
@W[IEEE FIELD: ]
asture: __[N.Wildar Paslure: N. Wiider =
(Year. 1888 Year: 1889 '
Uliizallon 0a per |Adiual Ulilizallon_ [*%Area per |Aciual vy | et
Class T. Class |Wlilizallon Class UT. Class _ [Ulllizatlon
70 0.25 17.5 : 70 0.33 23.1
50 0.75 315 50 0.67 35
0 1]
0 0 ]
0 0
0 0 1
{Sum of Adual Utiizallon 0.55 |Sum o Adiual Utiization 0.566 =
| : | T ;
Iﬁ tential Stocking Rale Calculalion !ﬁmmu Stocking Rale Calculalion
Adual Deslred UL |Adual UL |Polentlal Slocking Aciual Desired UL |Aciual UL E:anthl Slodking
(Year AUMs Level Lovel Rale (Year AUMs Lavel Level  |Rale
1088 323 05 0.55 294 1989 439 0.5 0.566 388
asture; N. Wilder [YEAR 1990 aslure: N. Wilder EAR 1993
Lhikzation por |Acual (Utilizalion  |%Area per |Aclual
Class [UT. Class_|Utikization [Class UT. Class_|Utlizallon
70 a7 (5] 50 i 50
50 03 15 0
“20 0
0 0
0 0
0 0
of Aclual Uilizalion 0.64 |Sum of Aclual Utilizalion 05
| [
Polenlial Stocking Rale Calculation Iﬁuamlal Slocking Rale Calculall
ual Deslred UL _[Adiual UL__|Polential Slocing [Adiual Desired UL _[Adiual UL _[Polential Sloddng
‘oar Lavel Lavel Rale Year (AUMs Level Level |Rale
1990 1062 05 0.64 830 1803 301 0.5 0.5 301 o
%ashn: N. Wilder [YEAR: 1694 |Pasture: N. Wilder VEAR 1097 5 i
Uilizallon [%Area por |Adual Ullizalion [%Area per_|Adiual = 2 i i
Class UT. Class _|Utiization . Class UT. Class zatlon R O R S |
70 05 42 50 1 50 : 5L f
50 0.4 20 0 IS 3
0 0 = & ]
o 0 : e
[1] 0 H
0 0
{5um of Adiual Utiiization 0.62 | Sum of Acival Utilization 05 2
| | - 3
l‘:mmm Slocking Rale Calcuialion enlial Stocking Rale Calculall :
Actual Desired UL |Adiual UL |Polenilal Stocking Aciual UL [Aciual UL j
Year IAUMs ovel Level Rale [Year AUMs 1
1994 457 05 0.62 377 1997 2748 0.5 0.62 &
[Average Polenllal Slocking Rale: 823 . :
EHESF}?HWEBEHFIELD} | RN




Page 174 ] | I o3 T T .
IQUINN RIVER RANCH USE AREA: i) 3 _I TR L | R %
Pasiure: QQR YEAR: 18 asture: QRR___ - YEAR: 1888 — 1| woer
. " - .l "."_“ - . -\-ur—\-“!.\.....
Utilization rea per |Actual i Utiiization eaper [Actual |5 o v | ek
Class T.Class |Ulilization ; Class UT. Class  |Ulilizalion +.| = oo [ B
70 0.87 60.9 70 0.17 11.9 i ¥
50 0.13 8.5 : ot 50 0.83 415 =,
[1] T [] ) "
o it o Bt .
0 ; =0 =y
0 : 0
Sum of Actual Ulilization 0.674 {Sum of Actual Utilizalion 0.534
| |15 | ' -
Polenlial Slocking Rale Calculation olential Slocking Rale Caiculation | i
Actual Desired UL. [Actual UL, _|Polential Stocking Actual Desired Ut. [Aciual UL |Potential Stocking
Year AUMs Level Level Rale Year (AUMs Level Level i ale
1988 1626 0.5 0.674 1206 19889 2818 05 0.534 2639
Pasture: QRR YEAR: 1994
WQRR SQRR NQRR mer Ty
Utiization a per |Actual Ultilizalion  |%Area per |Actual - Ulilization  |%Area per [Actual
Class UT. Class |Ulilization Class UT. Class [Ulilization Class - |UT.Class [Ulilization
30 1 30 10 1 10 10 1 < 10
0 0 ] ! 0
0 0 0
0 0 0
0 0 0
- 0 0 . 0
Sum of Actual Ulilizalion 0.3 [Sum of Aclual Utifizalion 0.1 [Sum of Actual Utiiization 0.1
! ; |
Potential Stocking Rate Calculation
WQRR: ] !
Actual Desired UL. [Actual UL, [Potential Stocking ;
Year AUMs  [Level Level Rale |
1994 363 0.5 03 605
SQRR: :
IAclual Desired UL. |Aclual Ul. _|Polenlial Stocking
Year IAUMs Level Level Rale
1994 1002 0.5 0.1 5010
INQRR: =
iActual Desired UL. [Actual Ul. [Polential Stocking s
Year IAUMs Level Level Rale
1894 1142 0.5 0.1 5710
verage Polential Slocking Rale: 5057
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I
D SEEDING:

HOUGHLAN

Pasture: HOUGHLAND |YEAR: 1989 Pasture: HOUGHLAND \’EAR 1991
ey & H‘*w NESE
Ulilization  |%Area per |Actual Uttlrzallon %Area per Actual ik
Class UT. Class |Ulilization Class UT. Class * Ulilizalion'
70 0.875 61.25 30 1 |Eas 30
50 0.125 6.25 ' .0
0 =20
0 0
0 & 0
Sum of Aclual Ulilization 0.675 Sum of Aclual Uliiizalion 0.3

PRAE Lo FL" TORR_CERTHY IS TSR A

v I RIS S & —
Polenlial Stocking Rate Calculation Polential S!ocklng Halo Gaiculahon
Actual Desired Ut. |Actual Ul, [Polential Stocking Ac!ual Desired Ul Actual Ut. Potentlal Stockmg
Year AUMs Level Level Rate Year AUMs * |Level Level Flata
1989 428 0.5 0.675] . .. 317 1991 | = 376 | =06 s =9 0.3 625
Pasture;: HOUGHLAND |YEAR: 1996 :
Ulilization [%Area per |Aclual
Class UT. Class |Utilization d
50 1 50
0 Tyl
0 -
0
0
0 i
Sum of Actual Utilization 4 0.5
Polential Stocking Rate Calculation i
" e gt
Actual Desired Ul. |Actual Ut. [Potential Stocking zite Fiag ;
Year AUMs Level Level Rale
1996 378 0.5 0.5 378 A
|Average Polenlial Stocking Rate: 440

(HOUGHLAND) [
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QUINN RIVER SEEDING

'-.‘é...:g_x‘_‘.',;t. il

! { § : SR Rt
Pasture: Quinn River SD(YEAR: 1989 s b : : "..|Pasture:- Quinn River- SDYEAR: - 1995] . ..
& &_‘i\“\‘mﬂ“"lf 't;wiﬂﬁﬁg:f*q A

it

Utilization |%Area per |Actual : . Utilization * |%Area per- [Actual =

Class UT. Class |Utilization : Class . |UT.Class  |Utilization

(4]
o

70 - 0.44 30.8 -. Ak 5O [fpvEate
50 0.56 28 ' ;

0 b | e | AR
0 : = RE TSRS |1 T TR PRI

0 - | s | s

0 - r i

olololololo

Sumn of Actual Utilization 0.588 Sum of Actual Utiization |- -0

. i
g LA A 6

Potential Stocking Rate Calculation Potential Stocking ﬁéte Calculation

Actual ~~|Desired Ut, |Actual Ut. _|Potential Stocking |~ . |Actual . |Desired Ut. [Actual Ut. _|Potential Stocking

Year AUMs |Level Level Rate “IYear— — |AUMs - |Level — - |Level - Rate

1989 225 0.5 0.588 191 - #1995 | oraen 370 | v 0.5 |- 0.5 370

| AT R R

T T A AT Rt

s

Average Potential Stocking Rate: . 281 ; sy ] Rt | - wsy
(QUINN RIVER SEEDING) ] R ST PO , ; : :

T e Y
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Page 117 |
ANTELOPE USE AREA
Pasture: ANTELOPE YEAR: 1989 . Pasture Ar\TELOPE YEAFI 1996
- ! 4N ,,:r s $ e ..., LRy
Utilization [%Areaper |Actual ~« | -+ [} - B Utlllzat:on 1. %Area per Actual
Class UT. Class |Utilization Class i |UT. Class - |Utilization
50 1 50 _ i g 50
0 T 0
-0 0
0 g 0
0 7 gEe 0
0 S . T . . 0
Sum of Actual Utilization 0.5 . Sum of Actual Utmzatlon 0.5

Potential Stocking Rate Calculation

: Potential Slockmg Hate CaIcuIatzon

Actual *  |Desired Ut. |Actual Ut. |Potential Stocklng A Actual Desued Ut. |Actual Ut. |Potential Stocking
Year AUMs Level iLevel - |Rate ' Year -~ |AUMs Level |Level Rate
1989 563 0.5 0.5 563 L~ 1996 185 0.5 0.5 185
Average Potential Stocking Rate: 374

(ANTELOPE)

I
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asiure: MTN IPwun: LONE MTN.
Year 1989 [Year: 1991
Utlizallon _[%Area per_|Adiual Uiiizallon per_|Aciual
Class IUT. Class |Utilizallon Class IUT. Class _|Ulilization
70 0.4 28 50 1 50
50 0.8 30 0
0 [1]
0 1]
0 0
0 0
[Sum of Aciual Utiiizatlon 0.58 m of Adual Ulilzallon 0.5
| | ’
Iﬁaamm Slocking Rale Cal Iﬁoioni;al Slocking Rale Calculalion
{Actual [Desired Ut. [Actual LA enllal Stoddng Adu.al iDeslred UL [Actual Ut
[Year AUMs iLevel ILevel Rale Year IAUMs Level Level 8
1989 928 05 0.58 800 1991 2680 0.5 05 2680
Pasiure: LONE MTN___[VEARE 1993 asiure; LONE MTN 1604 > ¥
tikzation per |Adiual Utiization l%ﬁ.m per_|Adual
Class UT. Class _[Utiization (Class UT. Class zallon
50 1 5 0.6 252
0 50 0.64 32
0 0
0 0
0 0
0 0
m of Actual UkRizalion 0.5 s Eum of Actual Uillzation 0.572
| |
eniial Stocking Rale Calculation ‘olential Slocking Rale Calculalion
Aclual [Desired UL, [Aciual UL, |Potenlial Sloddng Actual Desired UL |Aclual Ul |Polenilal Stodidng
sar AUNS Covel evel Rale Year __ |AUMs Covel evel Rale
1883 2030 0.5 0.5 2030 1994 2842 0.5 0.572 2484 i
Pasiure: LONE MTN___[VEAR: 1995
Utiization per_|Adiual
Class UT. Class  |Utilizallon
70 0.29 20.3
50 0.71 35.5
0
0
[1]
)
um of Aclual Uillzatlon 0.558
[ :
snfial Stocking Hale Calculation R
jActual Desired UL |Aciual UL, |Polentlal Sloddng
sar [AUMs vel Level |Rate
1985 1708 0.5 0.558 1530
|Average Polentlal Slocking Rale: 1905
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SAGEHEN/SHYSTER i _
| -4 eatiraitaa | s
Pasture: SAGE/SHYS. |YEAR: 1989 Pasture 'SAGE!SHYS YEAH 19941
. i ": L ”"'1 S 1‘“ 3"{ 5 T
Utilization  [%Area per |[Actual a_ Utllizatlon “[%Area per Actual
Class UT. Class |Utilization | |Class = | UT Class Utilization
70 1 70 N 50 [ imae 1 50
: 0 N 0
0 T 0
0 2 0
0 0
' 0 ] 0
Sum of Actual Utilization 0.7 i {Sum of Actuai Utilization 0.5

Potential Stocking Rate Calculation

Potentlal Stockmg Hate Calculatlon

Actual * Desired Ut. |Actual Ut.  |Potential Stocklng bt g -Actual--e.-a- Desued Ut. |Actual Ut. - [Potential Stocking
Year AUMs {Level Level Rate Year = ¢ ~ |AUMs i |Level ~ILevel Rate
1989 1021 0.5 0.7 729 1994 2824 17 wat: 0.5 |aur 0.5]" 2824
| rmsh 525 : {"‘E.:vy".;" g -
Average Potential Stocking Rate: 1777 . 4

(SAGEHEN/SHYSTER) |
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WILDER/LITTLE WILDER
I ' e s G el B
Paslure: WILDAWILD |YEAR: 1989 Pasture: WILD/LWILD YEAR: 1990|
: R | AERR L n
Ulilizalion  |%Area per |Aclual Utilization _ |%Area per [Actual "
Class UT. Class _|Utilizalion Class UT. Class  |Utilization :-
70 1 70 50| cuamgri | | B0 50
0 T8
0 4 0
0 -0
0 =0
Sum of Aclual Ulilization 0.7 Sum of Actual Ulilization w20 0.5
l . - e e s e » R L g S Ay,
Polential Stocking Rale Calculation Potential Stocking Rale Calculation
tiads ot | GRERERORRG | ety :
Actual Desired UL. |Actual Ut. _|Potential Stocking Actual Desired Ut." |Actual UL |Potential Stocking
Year AUMs Level Level Rate Year AUMs - - |Level - |Level ~ < |Rale
1989 1021 ), 0.5 0.7 - 729 1990 | #1396 | Ew - 0.5 | Az - 05| 1396
Paslure: WILDALWILD _|VEAR: 1994 ' e
A Y S
Ulilization [%Area per |Actual T
Class UT. Class [Ulilization ¥ e Rl
70 1 70 '}
0 =l s L e 3T
0 b
0 i
0 = = .
0
Sum of Actual Ulilizalion 0.7 - = e
I ) | %
Potential Stocking Rate Calculation () pd
: ' 328 dpr s |ae dngg
Aclual Desired Ut. [Aclual Ut. [Potential Stocking seig i) | Clsednaks | e b {
Year AUMs Level Level Rate i i £ !
1994 2824 05| 07 2017 + T et A
Average Potential Stocking Rate: 1381
(WILDER/LITTLE WILDER f
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| |

C |
;. [MAGGIE/COTT., lﬁaduro: MAGGIEACOTT.
_'7.:!: 1980 (Year, : 1801
Utiizallon | %Area per JAciual Utlizalion _|%Area per_[Aciual
Class UT. Class _|Utilizallon Class UT. Class _jUlllizallon
70 i 70 50 1 50
0 [']
0 0
0 0
0 0
0 0
m of Adiual Ulization 0.7 |Sum of Aciual Utiiizallon 0.5
| |
L" leniial Stocking Rale Calculalion Polential Slocking Rale Calcuiation

Adual Desired UL |Aciual UL fal Stoddng |Adual Desirod UL [Adiual UL E‘I ilal Slocdng
' ear IAUMs Level Lavel Rale [Year AUMs Level Level ®
1990 1357 05 07 960 1991 2949 0.5 0.5 2949
asiure; MAGGIE/ACOT 1 [YEAR 1993 asiure: VEAR 1995
Lhikzation per_|Adual Lhiizallon hAua per [Aclual
Class UT. Class _[Utikzalion iClass UT. Class _[Utllizallon
70 1 70 50 i 50
0 0
~.0 0
0 0
0 0] -
0 0
[Sum of Aciual Uiiizatlon 0.7 1Sum of Adiual Uliizalion 05
| |
‘P«muﬁodh Rale Calculall [Polentlal Stocking Rale Calculalion
Aciual Desired UL |Aciual UL [Polential Stoddng Aciual Desired UL, [Aclual UL, _[Polentlal Stockdng
‘oar AUMs Level iLevel |GED) oar (AUMs Lavel vel Rale : ;
1993 4023 0.5 0.7 2874 1985 2937 0.5 05 29
asiure; MAGGIE/COTT [YEAR 199
tiizallon  |[%Area per |Adual
Class UT, Class _|[Ullizallon
70 1 70
0
0
0
0
0
ﬁn of Aclual Utllization | 0.7
aniial Siocking Fiale Calcuation
iAclual Desired UL, [Adual Ul [Polential Stoddng -
par (ALMs Level Lovel Rale
1997 2860 05 07 2043
Polential St Rale: 2354
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DENIO SEEDING 1
1 ik - G -4 . -:....-_T.,.:._._,E.. i __,‘ .:' i . y
Pasture: DENIO SDG  |[YEAR: 1991] .- | - 4 - |Pasture:- DENIO SDG  YEAR: 1995
Utilization |%Area per |Actual |~ — \ —~ [Utilization = |%Area per |Actual
Class UT. Class |Utilization . —— -|Class 5 —=|UT. Class " {Utilization
50 1 . 501} " | _ i 70 e o 0.56 39.2
0 | i | .- Tt 50 e - 0.44 22
..0 . ;I\ - > . S ......i..- - ) 0
¢ 0 . [ METNSINI FSpesry= S g D 0
511 2 =T 13 5
0} - : j 3 “ 0
Sum of Actual Utilization 05 3 : oo ..1Sum of Actual Utilization 0.612
Potential Stocking Rate Calculation - i | ﬁotentiéi Stocking Rate Calculation
: H ) . | ARSC [ ...___'.;._4 _i he : L
Actual <~ |Desired Ut. |Actual Ut. |Potential Stocking ' |Actual . |Desired Ut. |Actual Ut. |Potential Stocking
Year AUMs Level iLevel  |Rate o ~ |Year AUMs  |[Level Level Rate
1991 - 387 0.5 1 387 e —eie [ -1 995 [ 371 s 0.5 0.612 303
Average Potential Stocking Rate: 345 - _
(DENIO SEEDING) | : o
ey
1 |
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APPENDIX Q.- MAP 1.
WILDER-QUINN ALLOTMENT - PRESENT SITUATION
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APPENDIX 2 - MAP 2:
PROPOSED PROJECTS
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July 22, 1998

Mr. Colin Christensen
Renewable Resources
Winnemucca Field Office
5100 East Winnemucca Blvd.
Winnemucca, Nevada 89445

Subject: Draft Wilder-Quinn Allotment Evaluation

Dear Mr. Christensen:

The Commission for the Preservation of Wild Horses has reviewed the
draft allotment evaluation. Conflicting federal mandates in the
overall management of the McGee Burro Herd could impact the numbers
and viability of sustaining this herd.

We agree that the marginal numbers and use of wild horses from the
Wilder-Quinn Allotment in the Jackson Herd Management Area warrants
no action in this multiple use decision. Previous comments to the
Happy Creek Allotment Evaluation and Multiple Use Decision supports
the action to establish a meaningful appropriate management level.
We would support the establishment of an appropriate management
level through other allotment evaluations.

Please consider our input in dealing with the wild horse and burro
herd management areas.




