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OFFICE OF ATTORNEY GENERAL 
DEPUTY ATTORNEY GENERAL 

NEVADA FIRST CORPORATION 
P.O. Box 490. 620 Helarkey Street 

Winne■ucca. Nevada 89446-0490 
(702) 623-2586 

The Honorable Harvey C. Sweitzer 
Administrative Law Judge 
Office of Hearings and Appeals 
Hearings Division 
6432 Federal Building 
Salt Lake City, Utah 84138 

January 31, 1995 

Re: Nevada First Corporation, et al. v. Bureau of Land 
Management 

Your Honor: 

Nevada First Corporation has submitted to the Bureau of Land 
Management a final Proposed Management Plan for the Little Owyhee 
Allotment on January 30, 1995. After several meetings with the 
Bureau's Area Manager and his Range and Wildlife staff, as far as 
we know, we have reached agreement on the issues and concerns. 
Thus, we have written the proposal as such. 

My understanding from the area manager is that an addit i onal 
review by other members of the BLM staff will now be made, then 
it will be presented to Nevada Department of Wildlife and the 
Horse Groups for their approval. 

I have offered to the Bureau to help make these presentations or 
answer any questions that might arise. We all feel good about 
the final proposal and hoQe to have all parties in agreement 
shortly. --.,; 

I have been in contact with Mr. John Payne from the Reg ~onal 
Solicitor's Office and he promised to move the Bureau along as 
quickly as possible. 

If the Bureau moves i n a timely manner, I am anticipating that 
this wi 11 al 1 be done before February 13, 1995. However, due to 
the closeness of the 13th, I don't want the lack of proper review 
by all parties to undermine the work we have all done. 

I therefore request a further continuance of the hearing of this 
matter of 30 days, to the 13th of March, 1995. If we h~ve not 
settled by that date, we anticipate that non-settlement will be 
possible, and the hearing may commence. 

Sincerely, 

~~~ 
Chief Operating Officer 
Nevada First Corporation 

- - · --=-
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United States Departinent of the Interior 

IN REPLY REFER TO: 

OFFICE OF THE SOLICITOR 
Pacific Southwest Region 

2800 Cottage Way 
Room E-2753 

Sacramento, California 95825--1890 

Honorable Harvey C. Sweitzer 
United States Department of the Interior 
Office of Hearings and Appeals 
Hearings Division 
6432 Federal Building 
Salt Lake City, Utah 84138 

RECEIVED 
FEB -1 1995 

OFFICE OF ATTORNEY GENERAL 
DEPUTY ATTORNEY GENERAL 

Re: Nevada First Corporation. et al. v. Bureau of Land 
Management 

Dear Judge Sweitzer: 

As we discussed in our January 30, 1995, telephone conversation, 
this letter is to inform you that the Bureau of Land Management 
is still proceeding with settlement negotiations and is 
optimistic about the chances of settling. I will notify you by 
telephone immediately when and if the parties agree to a 
settlement. 

(See Distribution next page) 

Sincerely, 

David Nawi 
Regional Solicitor 

a/A; ,?,4. ~/II .,. , " 1· / ;✓-:.: : ;' ,,,,:; · / / ·-; .. _:;i 
v / .. :.~.;: .. -,.,,,~ '?,: t,,,,fty 

By:~hn R. Payne 
l i;sistant Regional Solicitor 



NEUADA FIRST CORPORATION 
P.O. Box ~98, 629 "•l•g=u Stre•t 

Winne•ucca, Nevada 8 -1491 
Q ;~ ~ ~-: 1( · ·r r ) F r:-11..::e 

w·~..:.·,· .. :_",.. ~.\· .·.:.t.DA 
(782) 623 - 2586 

Mr. Pete Christ1ns•n, Area Manag•r 
Bureau of Land Manage■ent 

Paradis•-Denio Resouree Aria 
705 East 4th Street 
Winnemucca, NV 8944, 

Oear Petet 

Janua. .ry 30, 1995 

Attached i5 Nevada Fir5t Corpor•tion•s Final Propa1 ■d L•nd 
Management Plan fa~ the ~ittl ■ Cwyhee Allpt ■ •nt. This Fin4l 
Manage~ent Plan has all the ehan;e, reqw11t1d by your 1t•f~ . tt 
should, ther•for■, satisfy all th• eanc•rns and issu•• of 
difference by all parties of int•r•st. 

When the BLH ■ahes pre••ntatian of thi• pr~pG9a1 to N•vada 
Oepart1ent of Wildlif• •na the Hor~e eroup1 I w111 ••k• •v1~1, 
available t~ attend th••• ■vvting1 and help or •n•~•r •ny 
questions that ■ ight arise. 

l want to thank you and your ttaff &Qain for th• ti ■e and •rfort~ 
put forth \o -~~o ■pli1h this pr~pQ••l~ 

GLB/ljs 

Enclosure~ 

c0 ' d 9Q9cBB9c0lB 01 

~:1z. .L-t Q L. Ben ch•• 
Nayada First Corporation 
Vice Pr•sidant 
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NEVADA 'FIRST CORPORATION 
P.O. Dax ~98, &n Mel•~~•V Btr••t 

Winne■ucca. N•v•d• 89446-M-99 
(792) 623-2586 

Mr. Pete Christensen, Ar•• Man•9•r 
Bureau of Land Manage ■@nt 
Paradise-Denio Resource Area 
705 East 4th Street 
Winn■■ ueea, NU eg445 

Re: NFC•s Final Proposed Land Mana;e■ent Plan For Littl• Owyhee 

Dear Pete: 

This final proposal results fro ■ several ■eetings af Charley 
Amo5, ■ yself and you and your staff. Through contultation• 
coordination and cooptration between NFC and the BLH, we b•li•v• 
this pl"oposal •••t• and Y"esolv•• th• proble■s and conc.r•ns w• 
all had. We appreciated th1 •fforts and input fro■ all, thus, 
allowing ut tht opportunity to settle the issu•• of difference. 

This proposal will deal strictly with th• livtstock part of th• 
decision. If wt can c:o•• ta an agr11 ■1nt an th• Livestock 
portion of the decision, th•n we beli•v• th• Hor•• and Wildlife 
parts w• c:an liv• with. We would hope, howev1r, that th1 Bureau 
will continue to k•ep all wildhor••• out of the ar.e••that .are 
not within the HMA ar••• and •l•o will ■aintain the horses 10 
that they wi 11 not e>CC:lld the n•w &dJusted ••t nu■b•rs .. 
W• will reaain open to any disc:u•sions b•tNe1n 0urs1lv1s and th• 
intere5ted parties regarding any concern• of wildlif• that ••Y 
deal with private proptrti••• · 

This proposal reduces u11 on the late su■■er pastur11 of the 
allot ■ent which contain th• riparians bya 1> Rtduc:1ng 1u■■er 
season of u•e by 30 days (8/31 instead of 9/30). 2) Cr•a.ting an 
additional late sua■er pasture <Ant1lope 12>, thus r1ducinQ the 
period of use on C•pitol Peak Pasture and bett•r r•g~l~~irQ _the 
use in this area. 3) Encouraging ■ ore •pring us•, which will 
ag.in reduc• su■■ er s•ason of use. 4) Identifying riparian areas 
of concern that will bt fenced and &Mpressini the need for 
~ontinu~~ 1onitoring for en - going problem, ,hat may o~c~r. 5 ► 
Further reducing th• ••~aon of u,~ nn th~ public portions of 
Capitol Peak Pasture by using Calico Pastur•, not only ta 
facilitate livestock aave■ents. but to h~lp in relieving riparian 
use. 
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LIVESTOCK PBOPOSAL 
The followine Little Owyh•• Allotment Management Svst•• i,c 

1. Grazing Pref• rime• < AUM • s > 

2. 

a. 
b. 
e. 
d. 

Tot&l pref•r•nce 
Susp•nded pr•ferance 
Non-use for Con1•rvation Purpos• 
Active preference · 
Initial stocking rate 
Voluntary Non-u•• 

Season of Use 

Spring 
Su ■ 11er 
Winter 

u,.~~ 
Use 
Use 

03/01 to 06/30(•1> 
07/01 to 08/31 
09/01 to 02/28<•4> 

47,463 
2,S81 

17,082 
27,808 
26,378 

1,222 

•l> Spring period of use will bl 03/11 ta e/311 however, •nv 
additignal u•• th•t e~~ h~ ■ad• in Jun• would r1duc1 th• ti••~, 
use in the Su■■ er Pastures. Actual •·••son of us• wi 11. b1 d1t1r 
■ ined by ■ onitoring and t 'lex1bility 1aet, y ~'ir. 11' condUi0111a 
allow, spring pasture u11 would be • ~t tnde a into Jun•, allowing 
for- ■ ore use, up to 18462 AUM'1. Thi1 would r1duc:1 the 1u■■1r 
pasture season of u~•, putting less de■and on th• riparian area1,, 
and could reduc• th• esti ■ated 5116 AUM•s that Nould be used. As 
■ uch winter use as possible, up to JIM AUM's, should also b• 
takeon. The season of use and AUM nuab•r• will not chan .1•1 ho111-
ev~r-, live5toek nu■b•r• could~ dependino upon Nater availability 
and annual fluctuation of the liYettack operati .on. 

3. Kind and Class of Livestock - Cattle, Cow/Calf 

4. Percent F•d•ral Ran91 - 1NX 

s. Grazing Syst1 ■ 

Spring Use <Each Vear) 

P~•t11r• 
Fairbanks 
Twin Valley 
Lake Creek 

Total 

I j v11t oc:k t 

6104 - 4603 

•1) Spring use of 18462 AUM~s 
pastures. Wat•r availabilit y 

.Peri o<l of Us• 
03/01 to 0:S/31 
03/01 to 05/31 
03/at to IJ!5/31 

184&2 
)L\;uoo 

will be used th r oughout all three 
and monitoring wil l d eterain• the 
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distribution between th•s• pastur••• Spring p•riod of us• will ~. 
be 03/01 to 05/31, however, •nv addition•l use that c•n b• ■ade 
t n Juna would reduce th~ t i •~ or ~se in th• Su•••r PAsture• up to 

•)(imu111 cf .§L..30. Thi, could reduce the ti1u of use in Antalap• 
1 ~nd Capi~ Peak Pa•t~r••• thu•, further r•du~ing the de ■and~ 

un r i par " •rea,. Any •dditio ,nal •u• in the •prl.ng pastures 
ov1 ~ 3~0~ ht•d wuuld be r••uved off the allot ■•nt when ,pring 
grazing use is over. 

:ua.c. 
1995 

1996 

Pasture 
Ant9lope •1 
Antelope #2 
Rock Spring~ 
Cal ieo 
Capitol Peak 

Antelope 11 
Antelope 12 
Rock Spring• 
Capitol Peak 

C&lica 

Su■■•r Use 

b,ive11iRch I. 
2000 
1000 
1009 
<•2) 
1100 

1500 
1008 
2800 
1801 

<•2> 

e1risUil If ijll 81.tt!'I 
IS/1!5 to 0,~/31 1118 
07/01 to 07/1~ 500 
96/11 to 07/1S 1479 
06/01 to 0$/31 18011 
07/ti 1:D 08/ H5 1119 
08/16 to 08/31<•3> 

06/11 t -a 06/38 1479 
07/91 to 07/1:S 493 
0:S/US to 0:S/31 1118 
07/16 to 18/1 :S 1119 
08/16 to 98/31(•3) 
06/01 ta 08/31 10N 

The above grazing tchedule for su■aer u11 wau.ld repeat, add v• 
and even year, after twa grazing ••asont. 

•2> The Calico Patture will b• 1.411d with variabl• nu■bers •nd 
times to facilitate all ■av•••nts between BLM Pa1tur•• .and U.S. 
Forest Allotaent. 

•3> Cows on the public portion of Capitol P1ak Pastur• will b• 
re•oved 8/16 to Calico Pasture. Re■aining cows on prlva,, lands 
on the West ~ide of Capitol Paak Pastur• will be r1■ov1.d ·bY 8/31. 
The AUM•s in Calico Pasture should not ewc••d uaee ALIM'• until 
monitoring data identifies a differ1nc1. 

The period of use 85/13 to 05/31 is to faeilitat• ■ ave ■ents on to 
the u. s. Forest. Th••• d·ates are tantat ive ••nd ••Y var:y di.\• to 
weather and change~ in oper•t ions I how.ever, . the AUM level wc:iuld 
not chang1t. 

In 1996, 500 head of c•ttl• fro ■ Antelop• 11 will be r•■ oved fro ■ 
the Allotment, by June 30. At this ti•• the balane• of 1000 head 
will be moved into Antelope 12. 
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Winttr U11 <Each Vtar> 

P•~tur• . Livest0c;k # 
Lah~ Creek North 2i1 
Twin Valley · South 100 
Fairbank~ <below rim) 260 

Provi ed tat foraGO Afld 
in Lak 

Ptriog 91' us, 
09/01 to 02/~8 
11/01 ta 02/2& 
10101 to ea12a 

AUH's 
1315 

3'3't 
1291 

•4> Winter use will be ■ade in eight service areas of the above 
three pastures: 

1. South Twin Valley ~inter-Only. This area will consist of th• 
basin around the Littl• Hu■boldt R•nch fro■ the southtrn pasture 
boundary north to Four- ■ ilt Butte. This will bt a winter - u1e-
0nly area by livestock and the season of use will be 11/01 to 
02/28. Off dates may fluctuate depending upon green-up which ■av 
occur earlier or later, however, no lattr . th•n 03/31 in thi1 
area. 

2, North Lake Cr1ek1 This art• has three 1•rvice arias within 
it: 

Area A. Tht area generally sarvictd by the Maiden Spring, 
Pipe l i n1. 

Area B. Th• area gen•rally servie•d by the Lak1 Creek 
Res1rv0ir. th• East Fork of th• Littl1 Owyhee and 
Cathcart Cabin. 

Area C. Th• •r•a generally servieed by Willow Reservoir and 
Wild Bill Spring. 

Winter use in this pastur• will b• such that u•• in any s1rvic:• 
area is aade not ■or• than two years out of thr•• in• row. For 
e><a11ple1 Area A and Area B are us1d in y1ar 1. •.· Ar•• A and Ar•• C. 
are usRd in year 2. Ar•• B and/ar Aria C ■ay b• us1d in year 3, . 
but Area A will not bt used. Thi necessity to c-ontinu• 1uch~ 
~ t•r:!nei::11syaonitoring of ------.1 l a1·eas after wi-nttr-ustt 
~~•HUM■~~~r~-~ Liv11tock will u•• larg•r or ••alter 
ar~a~ depending upon th• weather. natural water's and puddl111, •nd 
fur· t.hat r1P,uon, the area-1 ~bave are d1sarib•d · •• •gen.,,r.al • 
se r vice area~, For this reason, An ~tt•~pt t~ d•lineat• 
boundarie• of thes~ g~ne~&l ~•• ar1a1 would bw ~n Acad•■ ic 
exercise. Th~ area in total 15 approxi ■•tely 45,0;0 •~~•~, 
approximately 1/ 3 of whi~h is in ••~h g•neral u•• area. I 

Due to the location of this winter us• a rea th• season of~•• 
would b~ 09/01 to 02/28 . Of~ date• again ••Y fluctuate d•pending 
up on areen - up occurring v•rlitr or l~te r • howev~r, no lattr th•n 
03/31 in thi~ are•. 
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This area will •lso have c•ttl1 ■ oved through in th• l•t• 
spring/early su■■ er. This later ust will be ■ ini1iz1d to th~ 
extent possible by NFC in drifting or driving live1tock through 
to the sum•er pastures. 

3. South Fairbankst This area has four servict areas within it1 

Area A. The area generally 11rvtd by privatt waters at the 
Bullhead Ranch. Fairbanks R1s1rvoir and Pit••• 
Reservoir. 

Area B. Th• area gtntrally 11rved by privat1 waters alan9 the 
North Fork of the Littl• Hu■boldt and Chi ■nty Da■ 
Res•rvoir. 

Area C. The area generally 11rv1d by Whi1k1y Spring and Mud 
Spring and Cave spring. 

Area O. The area •••t of the North Fork •nd generally served 
by privat1 waters along th• North Fork of th1 LJttle 
Hu■boldt Riv•r and private waters along the South 
Fork of the Littl1 Hu■ boldt River and vario~s 
reservoirs. 

Areas A and Bare the ■ain winter areas of use becAuse of water 
availability, however, they will b• used in conjunction with . 
areas C and D. Areas C and Dar• actually early spring u11 al"1as 
and will acco ■■odate the natural cattle dri~t one• th• spring 
thaw oceurs. Winter use in this pa1tur1 will be such that use in 
•ny ~•rvic• area i! ■ad• not ■ort th•n two y•ars out~, thre• in 
a row. For •xa■ple: Ar•• A and Ar•• C art used in yea ~ 1. Arra 
A and A~IA D a~e us•d in ~••r 2. Area a and Arva C or D ■&y be 
used in year 3, but Area A wi 11 not b• u11d. The n1c111 -ity to 
continue such re1t will ba dat1rain1d by ■ onitortng of all ar1a1 
after wint•r u~• •nd after su■■ er nan-use. Liv1stock Nill us• 
larger or s~aller areas depending upon the weather, natural 
waters and puddlest and for that reason, the areas ab;o"~ •r• 
described as •g•neral• servic• ar1a1. .. 

The season of us• for this wint•r us• ar•• would b• 18/~1 ·to 
02/28. Again, off dat•• ■ay fluctuate dep•nding upon green-up 
occurring earlier or later, how•v•r, no l•t•r than 03/31 in this 
area. 

This area will also ha11e c:&ttla ■oved through in th• spring , .fro ■ 
the Bullhead Ranch to other spring-use area~. This lat•r us• 
will be ■ inimized to the ewtent possible by NFC in drtft\ng ar 
driving livestock through to the spring-use areas. 

Tit!!' P, opo$ed l ivc:i11oc:lc 9rwain9 •~·•"=•• intend•d tfl n<I~•.,. ~h• 
permittee the opportunity to incorp o, flewibility in ti•••• 
dates and numbers into the grazing u .n the Little Owyhee 
Allotment. This fleKibility in live •to ck ■anag••ent offers the 
per~ittee the opportunity to dt10n1trat P ~hat th• resaurc1 
objectives can be consiste ntly ■ et . 

s 

l0'd 9292889 20l~ 01 



Th! ~uee•~~ of thi1 p~opo11d grating pl&n rc~t~ wilh th• 
com•it ■ ents by both the peraitt•e and the BLM to conduct the 
following activitiett 

The per■ ittee's responsibility is toa 

1. En1~r• th~t liv•~t.n~k Ar• not •llowad to eMceed resource 
util1z~t j ~n obJ~ctivA& in &nv p&stur1 during th• ••••on of l 

2. Ensure that con~truction of th• id•ntifiad wat1r proJaets or 
riparian enclosure fenc•s is d0n1 in a ti ■elv fashion onct SLM 
has completed the necessary docu11ntation and clearance work. 
NFC will provide ■aterial1 and labor to con1truct th• fe~c•s and 
will be responsible for their mainttnance. 

1. Ensure that the nece1sary co■pliance and documtntation 
paperwork to construct the identified exclo,ure fence~ is 
completed in a ti ■ ely fashion. 

2. Conduct ■ onitoring, in con1ult&tion. coordinAtion and 
cooperation with NFC, of utilization in all pastures annually to 
deter■ ine livestock, wild hors• and wildlifa usa. 

3. Evaluate, in consultation, coordination and coaperation with 
NFC, all aonitoring data to det•r■ int attainaent or non
attain ■ ent of th• objactiv••· 

A. I ■pleaentatian Guid•lin11 

Utilization ■ onitoring will b• conducted by the BLM, using th• 
Key Forage Plant Method at kay aanag•••nt ar•••• and oth•r areas 
as may be seleet•d by BLM and NFC through consultation, at th• 
end of the grazing sea•on and/or growing 11a1on to d1t1r~in1 
overall utilization in th• pastur••• I 

If the end of 1ua10n ■ onitoring indicat e s t h,1.t utilization 
objectives have not been met, BLH and NFC will ■eet ta discuss 
neces9ary adjust ■ •nt s in livestock grazing which wauld b• ••d• 
for the neKt grazing 11tason. Eac:h pasture will b.e con1.idered •• 
a separate man•ge■ ent uni t with individual •dJu1t ■ent1 - being ■ade 
for ~-~h pa~ture. 

For etta■ pl•, if monito~ing at. th~ and nf th• grazing season in 
the Capitol Peak Pasture, indicates th.t the utilizat10n J 
objectivQ was not met on wetland/ripar ia n habitats and it was 
determintd that the sea~an uf use was the ~•u•• for the non
~tt~inment of th• ahJ•etive, th• sea1an of~•• would b• •dJustad 
the followinQ year by a n appropriate nu■b1r of days. Thil 
adjust ■ent would be ■ade to the re■ oval d , t e, to provide 
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imwwdiate relief to the n~~ur4l resa~rQ••· TwelYe d•v• w,,1 b• 
adjusted if BLM and NFC eannot ■ utually agr11 an what an 
appropriate number ot d•yi snou1a be. If the reducti0n in season 
of use in Capitol Peak Pasture did not assist in •chieve ■ ent of 
the utilization objectiv1, the following year, another 
appropri•t• number of day• would b• d•dueted fro• the •••5an of 
uise ill tl'li I po11Jurc wUh 11hm 1..-im1 111n•1r•ti•n1Un1 111 AIH'l't far tt-,1t 
adjustment to be ■ade. The per■ itt•• would ha~• the opportunity 
to eKplare alternate solutions to the proble■, such•• incre•s•d 
riding, pri~ate and/or public land water develop■ ents, ar 
fencing. The im■ ediate relief ■ easure i ■ pl&■ ent1d Cr1duction in 
season of u!e) would st•nd until ■onitoring data indiQ&t•d that 
the per111ittl!e's i ■ ple ■ ented actions would result in att.a.in ■ant of 
the utilization objectiYes. 1 

Using the abovt @wa1~l1, if ~0X utilization was th• utilization 
objective for wetland/riparian vegetation, and th1 utilization 
was d~t1rmin1d to be heavy, the s•••on of us• would be adjusted 
the ~ollnwing gra~inQ 11a1on. The original 1eason of use would 
be re5tored in in~r1■ ent1 1qu•l to the reduction, if th• 
permitt111 ~ltarnat1 ■anage■ent aetiom aleng with th• r•duction 
in sv.san of use resulted in 1•~• then 501 utilization6 If aftar 
recovery of lost season of use, obJactiv• • are again eMceedad, an 
appropriate reduction would again bl i ■ ple■ anted. 

Modifications ■ade to the Capitol Peak Past1.tr• by changing th• 
removal date will not be subject to change with additional spring 
use. Recoverv of r•duction in ••••on of us• in this pastur• 
<Capitol Peak> would be based only on th1 da■on1tratiGn 4f ltss 
than 50X utilization. 

In the event of a short-ter■ loss of 11ason af us1, deer•••• i n 
AUMs, or other advu•se act ion, the 11a1on of use <etc ••• > ■ay be 
restored wh•T\ altarnat• ■anage .■ e-nt ae-tions . or r••ourc• 
improvements are i ■ple■ent1d, which will alleviate the problea. 

Livestock wi 11 not be allowed t ·o re-entar 1ua■er pastures already 
used for the year, e>eeept livestock ■ay go into the Calico 
Pasture up to the ■a>ei ■ u1 authorized use o·f 1,000 AU•Ps. 
Depending upon ■onitoring and tha availability of for&Q• and 
water, u5e ■ay be authorized aft1r seed ripe in tht wi~t•r use 
areas of Lake Creek Pasturt. If this option is not ~vailable, . 
then live~tock wo~ld be re■oved fro ■ th• allot ■ent until the 
commencement of nor■al winter use. 

a. Fle~ibility in Su■■er Pastures 

~lexibility which beco■es a v~· lable due to 1wt1ndad 1pr1ng us~ 
may occur in the for■ of cha nged sea~ons of u~• or l•n9ths of u5e 
in .11 summer pasture• with the fallowing stipulations& 

1 
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t. 

2. 

-

Na us• beyond 7/27 in Rock SprinQ5, Antelop• 11, or Antelope 
lt2 past u re s • 

No use beyond the off date of the Capitol Peak Pasture as 
presently scheduled or as adjusted. 

For eKa ■ ple, in an eY•n year, when additional sprin9 use is 
available to 06/15 (normal scheduled off d•t• 05/31). The 
permittee may use additional 15 days in any way subject to th• 
abav• •tipulatians. 

For instance: 

Rock Springs season of utt 1ay bl adJu1t1d fro■ 06/01 to 06/30 to 
06/16 to 07/15 <or up to 07/27 as long as utilization after the 
normal 29 day us~ periad iw lewt than ~QX). 

Anttlop• #2 •••son of use would be adjusted fro• 07/01 to 07/13 
to 07/16 to 07/i7 r•gardl••• Qf •chedule - <~7/27 would not bt 
exceeded). 

Capitol Peak would recognize a redu.ction in the duration of u11 
by up to twelve (12) days depending on how th• per•itt•• chaos•• 
to use additional day•• and the Ability af the for•;• Afld watar 
in Rock Springs and Antelope #2 to sustain additional u••• The 
use period would beco•• 07/27 ta the scheduled off date (08/31) 
or whatever the ending date had be•n adjust•d to. 

Note: Stipulation 11 above, for th• Rock Springs, Ant•lopa 11 
and Ant•lope #2 pastur•1 ■av change if ■onitoring shows 
utilization objectiv•s are not ■et Nh•n use tMtends to 07/27. 

C. Mitigations Using Spring Pastures 

Additional spring use ■ay b• used to ■ itigate reductions in 
season of u~e in su■■tr pastures other th•n Capitol P•ak. 

For e~a•pl•, if ten day• were re ■ oved from Ant•lop• 12 pasture 
the previous year as a result of non-attain■ent of th• 
objectives. If then th& following year. additional spring u•• 
becorus av•i l•ble in the a■ ount o.f t•n dayc. Th• fol lowin.g is 
potential 1 y how those tth i!SAYI et.UlO bl Ulfd ·ta ■ 1 t 1g•t ■ tl1w lU!a'
in g'l".ning time in Antelope 12 pastur•• 

The ~djusted pasture rotation would then beco■e: 

Spring use would end 0&/10 (nor■ally ends 05/31>. Rock Springs 
use wguld be 06/11 to 07/10. Ant•lope #2 use would b• ~7/11 to 
07/15 (previously fifteen days 07/01 to 07/1~>. Capitol Peak u~e 
would then be 07/16 to ~cheduled off date (08/31) or whate~er off 
date had been adjusted to. 
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No net loss in tot•l season of u1e would b• realized fro ■ a loss 
in gr4ting privile9e1 in the ~ntelop• •2 pa4tura unless off date 
for Capitol Peak Pasture had bean adJusted. 

D, Considerat i0n1 

It may b• difficult to ensur• attainaent of the utilization 
objectivtl in all areas. If utilization •~nitoring of 
wetland/riparian vegetation in a pasture indicates th•t the 
ut111zat1an atJJ~ul.ivv ha1 bee-n exce•d•d b1 punehinQ of tail, ia11 
of vegetative cov•~, open soil •rea1 on moist or wet ••adow•, 
etc •.• , thase ar~•~ would be id•ntified and the per ■ itt@e would 
take the responsibility for feneini or doing additional appro
priate work to ensure that use in these areas is adjusted to help 
meet overal 1 objectives. In the interi1, when problea Ar••• are 
identified and until fenced, NFC would do whatever possible to 
mjMim;7.p furth•r i ■ pacts. 

This allowan~• would not be used ~s •~ ~v•nu• to ~•nQe ev•ry 
wetland/riparian habitAt ovtr tl11. W1th1n th• first tw~ y1~rt 
of implementation, it is eMpected th&t &ny problem areas would 
11111.11 l.J••11 iL.hrnl.ifi•d, If Q.dditlional orcr,a1 ■1n,ln'6t 11 ■ •r•a• in 
futurR Y••r1, thi• would indie•t• t~•t ~ 9r•~t•r proble ■ ewist~ 
in the i ■ ple ■entation of th• grazing 1yste■ and ath•r actions 
would b~ taken. The BLH, in consultation, QOGp•ratt.on, and 
coordinat 1 on with NFC, wi 11 ■an 1t or such areas a'tlery year. 

RATIONALE. 

Water and access to th• riparian Areas are th• li ■ iting factors 
on this all0t ■ ent, not the vegetative resources. UsinQ ■anitor
ing data alonQ with having flexibility, ti ■es, dat•• and nu■b•rs 
will vary year to year. 

At the present ti ■ e the only sourc::11 of nat~r•l paraanently 
available water in the SprinQ Pas,ures ar• the South Fo~k, 
Milligan Creek, North Fork• Wild Bill's 9prin9 and a few springs 
in the Fairbanks Pasture. Th1r1 art four wells that ar1 private 
and a pipeline system that originates fro ■ a private spring that 
are al5o available for w•t•r ~Qn~u•ption when livestock are in 
the area. How•ver, there ar• nu■ erous reservoirs and other 
sources fro■ private pr0p1rty which Allow for ■ore early spring 
use. The March 1st turnout and the winter turnouts allow for 
better management and distribution of the livestock because of 
availability of water and cooler weather. 

The selected management action will eliminate the three pasture 
rest/rotation spring grazing system. Each pasture will be used 
eYery year with less numbers to allow for bett•r distribution. 
Use will be based on availabl1 water in these pastures with the 
stipulation that livestock will not bt ■oved into a specific area 

9 

TT'd 9c9c889c0l8 01 WO~~ 6T:9T S66l-Z0-83~ 
:.....::...-- ...... ..;;:.__.:~ - - - -



of use in the spring (03/01 to 06/30> ■ ore than two con11cutlve 
years. When this al lot ■ ent receives 1ubsta.nt ial aoi 1St ure to f i 11 
the numerau, reservoirs and to recharge the ewisting springs and 
creeks, use will be made on these water sources and the existing 
w~ll~ dnd .pipelin!9 will be re~ted. When po11j~l•, more us@ in 
the Spring pastures should be encouraged to further reduce use in 
the Summer pastures. Weather and climatic conditions will 
determine thi1. 

This management action will allow th1 flewibility to be~t•r 
utilize and preserv• the resource a1 pr•scribed by the October 20 
and 21, 1987 Technical Review Tea■ (TRT>. Si1ply stating, due to 
the immense size of these spring pastures, we ean rest within 
them. 

The proposed number, of head p1r pa1tura are the upper li•it1 
depending solely on w4ter avail•bility. ·Our intention ii to run 
1000 head on a year round basis and an additi~nal 2500 head 
during the spring season to accommodate our operations. Any 
additional use in the spring pastures over 3500 head would be 
removed off the allotment wh~n spring ~razing is over. 

The AUMs in voluntary nan-use c•n be activated when new water 
develop■ents are install1d and/or wh•n cli ■atic conditions allow 
for run-off to fill the ewisting res1rv0ir1. NFC has several 
site, identified for dev•lopaents and will proceed with the ■ as 
soon as BLM has done the environ■ ental and aroheolo9ic~al studies 
<Corral Lakes R1servoir - Evans Lake Reservoir - Rock Creek 
Reservoir - etc. >. 

The su• ■ er pastures are the pastures that contain the riparian 
areas that are of concern and have had the gr•atest conflict. 

Nevada First Corporation is propgsing to divide the existing 
Antelope Pasture into two separate pastures. Above Littl• Owyhee 
Cow Camp will be known as Ant1lopa I! which will be • la.te 5U■■er 
pasture. The South Antelope Pa1tur• will be known•• Antelop• 11 
and will remain early su■■ tr use. 

Antelope 12 contains the Feder&l portion of th1 East Fork of the 
Little Owyhe~ River. lt also ha1 the s••• elevation as the 
Capitol Peak PA1tur1. By doing this we increase the size of our 
late summer pasturts, th~reby r,du~ing th• ti11 •nd utilization 
demand on maJor ripari•n ar~~• in th@ Little Owyhee Allotment. 

We ~re pro~aiin9 f&n~ini ta •gggaplish th, P••t~r• 1plit1 
how~ver, until fencing can be acconplished we would follow an 
interim system. During the interi ■ system, distributia~ and 
keeping the cattle out of the riparian areas would be acc01-
plished by riding and running fewer nu■bers. lf ■ onitoring ~hews 
that the p~~ture divi,ion fence is no\ necessary then liv11\ock 
management would continue as is. The Federal portions of 
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Thi~ pasture s•quene• betw••n Antelope t~ and Capitol P k, and 
Antelop• tl and Rock Springs, it set up to accoe■odAt• our 
movement onto the U.S. Forest Allotment. 

With e5tablish ■ ent of this n&w past~r• <Antelopt •e> and allowing 
more fl~xibility in the sprin9 p•~t~r~~, d•mand on CApitol AS a 
late su■■er pasture would be reduced. With BLM and NFC actively 
monitorinQ and working cooperatively the desired goals for th• 
r~SOUr'C•can - 6& acnitvea .and N·~YddA Fir•t Cor p!lr-~'t !.~n c:'~"------ -~.-----. 
continu• to run a yiable o~•ration. Ti ■ es, dates and numbers NFC 
proposed will differ by what monitoring and condition~ diet.ta. 
Flexibility between NFC and BLM will pley an importAnt p~rt in 
th• success of this plan. 

Winter use will consist of three pastures: North Lake Creek, 
Sout~ Twin Valley and Fairbdnks b•lgw the ri~. The utilization 
will be taken when plants are dormant; thu~ ~he vagetative 
resources will not be ad~ersely affected. Water is always ample 
and not .a limi~;n9 Fa~tor fo~ tne winter Uii, as it i, 1n ~he 
other seasons of use. If monito~ing ,hows for.ge is 4YAi ble, 
then more wint•r ut~ ~hould b~ en~ouraged, Ar~a'• will not be 
used for more th•n two consecutiYe years on the winter pastures. 
This will be acco■plished by the cattle being ■ oYed within the 
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