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All0tm, ' nl Jnf orr. .. ·,ti0 n 

A. RociPo CrPrk ( 012 9) PPrmittPP: CPrPs ola 
CatPgory (J) Priority ( 4) 

B. AllotmPnt DPscription 

ThP allotm~nt is locatP~ 1n northPrn Washor County with thP 
northPrn p~rimPtPr nrar GPrlach, NPvada. 

ThP typical physiographic fpaturPS of thP allotmPnt arP thP high 
P}Pvation north-south trPnding Fox and LakP RangPs to the vallry 
floors of thP San Emirlio, Black Rock and SmokP CrePk dPsPrts. Thr 
allotmPnt is approximatPly 25 milPs long in a north-south dirrction 
and 16 mi1Ps widP in a wPst-Past dirPction. 

VrgPtation typPs in thr allotmPnt includP thosP from thP 
grPasPwood-saltbush flats to thP sagPbrush-BluPgrass-nPedlegrass 
vegPtativP typPS at thP higher PlPvations. 

Land Status 
Public Land 
193,402 (Acres) 97% 

OthP.r Land 
5,373 (Acres) 3% 198,775 

C. LivPstock Use 

1 • 

2. 

3. 

4. 

Total Pref PrencP 9,336 (AUMs) 
Active Pref Prence 6,462 
Susp. PreferencP 2,874 

sP.ason-of-use Yearlong 
03/01-02 /28 

Kind and Class of LivPstock Use 
Cow/ca 1f 

Grazing System 

Grazing managPmPnt is a rPst rotation grazing syste m undP r a 
two pasturP, winter and surnmPr usP arPa. The pPriod-of-usP is 
yParlong. Grazing treatment is as follows: 

Grazing TrPatmPnt RodPo CrPPk All o t mPnt 

5/1 6/1 7/1 8/1 9/1 10/1 11/1 12/1 1/1 211 3 / 1 4/1 

Grazp Fox RangP (5 1 1-10 / 31) 
SumrnPr USP ArP::J 

835 C 
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GrazP east sidP 
(11/1-4/30) Wint Pr ~SP ArPa 

150 C 
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L,1kf' R,1nrr. Thrrr i!'> no t ;in AM!' for tlH' al l0tmf'nl. 

The m.ijority of ]iv!'stock usP occurs durinf! thP ]ate 
spring-sum r:1;:,r-Parly fall SPac:on-of-usf'. During thP pPriod 
(05/01-10/31) 835 cattlP grazP in thr Fox Mountain c:ummPr us r 
arPa. During thf' wintPr Parly sprinr pPriod catt]P numhPrs 
drop to 150 l!Pad for thP pniod (11-1-4 / 30). v.'intPr USP occur s 
in thP Past portion of thf' allotmrnt. 

Activf' grazing prPfPrPnCP is 6462 AUMs. For thP pPriocl 
1978-1987 licPnsPd usP in thP RodPo CrPPk AllotmPnt was 
consistPntly bPlo~ activP prPfPrPncP. LicPnsPd usP has bPPn 
stablP and has rangPd from 5153 AUMs to 5851 ovPr thP 10 yPar 
pPrlod PXCPpt in 1987 whPrP usP was 4169 AUMs. EstimatPd wild 
horse numbers for thP pPriod 1983 to 1987 havP variPd from 371 
numbPrs to 787. 

BasPd on licPnsed usP dating back to 1981, 835 cattlP were 
licPnsPd during the summer pPriod (5/01-10/31) and 150 cattlP 
licensed during wintPr (11/1-4/30). The combination of cattlP 
and wildhorse numbers alonP total 1200 or morP animals 
utilizing thP summPr country over the period 1983-1986. TnP 
majority of grazing usP on thP allotmPnt occurs in thP sum~Pr 
USP area. 

Licensed Use (1981-1988) 

Total AUMs for Year 

1978/79 5851 
1979/80 5851 
1980/81 5257 
1981/82 5257 
1982/83 5153 
1983/84 5851 
1984 /85 5851 
1985/86 5851 
1986/87 5010 
1987/88 4169 

AllotmPnt ObjectivPs 

1. Short TPrm 

a. Utilization of kPy plant spPcies in 596 acres of WPtlan d 
r ipar ian habitat sh a ll not PXCPPd 50~ PXCPpt whPrP adju~tP3 
1.,y an approv PJ activ i t y pLi:1 . (\..'L-1.lCJ ) 
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c. Mai ntain Bn accPptablr allowablr usP ]Pv r l on kry f ora ~r 
sp PCiPs that will providP a sustainrd yirld. 

KPy fora gr sprciPs whosP us P SPTVPS as an in<licator t o the 
dPgrPP of u sP of a sso ci.'.ltP d sp<'ciPs; or th osP spPciPs which 
mu~t, bP c ausf' of thrir impor tanc r , hP considrr Pd in a 
ma :1agPmPn t pro[:_ram. 

2. Long TPI'Tl 

a. ImprovP to and maintain thP condition of 596 acrPs of 
wPtland riparian habitat typP to good or bPtt Pr. (~L-1.10 ) 

L. ProtPCt sagP grousP strutting grounds and nPsting wintPring 
ha bi tat and improve brooding habitat by: (WL-1.11) 

1) Following NDOW's guidPlinPs for VPgPtal Control 
Programs in SagP GrousP Habitat in NPvada. 

2) Maintain sagPbrush canopy at 30% in sagP grousP nPsting 
and wintPring arPaS wherP sagPbrush doPs not PXCPPd (3) 
fppt in hPight. 

c. ManagP, maintain and improve public rangPland habitat 
condition to providP forage on a sustainPd yiPld basis, 
with an initial foragP demand for big game of 177 AUMs for 
mulP dPPr, 137 AUMs for pronghorn and 150 AUMs for bighorn 
shf'ep by: 

1) Improve or maintaining Fox RangP DY-1 (16,224 acres) 
mulP def'r habitat to good condition. 

2) Improving or maintaining Fox RangP AY-5 (38,100 acres) 
pronghorn habitat to good condition. 

3) Improving or maintaining Fox RangP BY-3 (32,530 acr Ps) 
potPntia1 California bighorn ha bi tat at 75% of opti mum. 

!.) lmprov P bit tPr brus ~ fro rn SPVPrP l y hPdgPd form class t o 
lightly hPdgPd for ~ class. 

<l. ManagP , main tai n and improvp ran gPl an d conditions t o 
pro vidP fora gP on a sustainPd yiPld basis with an initia l 
stockin~ 1PvP1 of 6 ,4 62 AUMs. 

P , ln:;:ir:-,v,-:, r c.,,£,- .'Pcolo~ical conrli ti on l / fro:~ : po o:- t o f ai ,... 
o;-: h: , !.5~ a crPs fair t o good on 27 , (i7~ acrPS f:O~J t o 
PXCP1 li>nt on J ,934 acrPs . 
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Year 

1977 
1 97 S 
1 979 
1 98 ~) 
1951 
1983 

f. ,~ ~1,1:J;~, · , n,,-,i n t ::i, n ;1~1i ! itr . ) 1 t <,v, p11~:ir r c1n,· , · l .1nd c on.i Jti n,,~ t, ) 
J r r, \'id, · .1•, i r, it i ,., l l r\', '. of I, ,( ;; '1 / , 1. ''. '.· ,,t f o r,,; · , · n,. :, 

~us tain1 ' d yi, · lrl basis for 3 .1':, (A~ILs ) :•/ \.,j]d hn rsrs 1n tl w 

Fo x nn d Lak< · R,1n1.r H1·rd llsc, Arp ;, . 

1/ Tt1P rangf'/Pco]ogical conditi ons in this docurn l' nt arf' 
foragP condition that will hr rPp]acPrl with PCological 
status condition as information hPcOn Ps availahlP. Thr 
objP ctivP \,:ill bP rPdPfinPd/ quantifird to obtain a 
particular Pcological status whPn sit" po tPntial and 
id PntifiPd us ps arP comb inPd to mPPt VPgPtativr objPctivPs. 

2/ AML rPfPr t o adult horsPs and burros (i.P. two yPars or 
-;-ldn). 

g. Maintain and irnprovP thP frPP-roaming bPhavior of wild 
horsrs and burros by protPcting and rnhancing thrir ho mP 
rangP. 

h. Maintain/ImprovP wild horse/burro habitat by assuring frPP 
access to water. 

E. Monitoring Data 

1. Climatological Data 

Four wPather stations are availablP for data; Leonard Creek, 
DufurrPna Ponds, Dry Canyon RAWS station and Denio. 

Leonard Creek station is located approximately 15 miles 
northeast of Soldier Meadows Ranch. Dufurrena station is 
located approximatrly 30 miles west of Denio on Sheldon 
Antelope range. 

The Remote Automated WPather Systems (RAWS) mPteorological 
station (Dry Canyon) is approximately nine rnilPs north of 
Soldier Meadows Ranch on thP west side of the Black Rock RangP 
at an elevation of 4,900'. 

Thr following tablP dP?icts moisture recPived at Leonar d Creek 
Station for thP pPriod 1977-1987. 

LPona rd CrePk Station 

PrPcipitation in InchPs 
Gro~ing Seoson Annual Total 

4 . 33 
4 . 81 
5 . 8.'. 
3 • .'.) 
4 . 29 
6. 94 

8 . 23 
10. 20 
l:.: 6 
b . 55 

11.L.3 

1 7. i4 

I ..., 

Drp a rture Fro m NormAl* 
Gro~inF SPason Annu a l 

+ . O? - 1 . 99 
+ • ) 7 - . 02 
+ 1 • '- -: +'.? J1l 

- ,) 
• I , - 1 h -J.. _j I 

... . 05 + 1 • 2 1 
+2.70 +7.52 
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TI1P followin~ chart dPpicts mo isturP rPcPivrd at Dry Crrrk (RAWS) station 
sinc P Jul y 198(> whPn it was pqahlishrd and comparPs rrarlings wit h t ho sP at 

DPnio, Nrvada. 

Jan. FPb. Mar. Apr. May Jun. July Aug. SPp. Oct. f\ov. DPc. 

1986 (RAWS) .o • 7 • 1 .3 

1986 (DPnio) 2 .0 5 l.68 .69 .oo .0 8 .24 
1987 (RAWS) .9 .6 • 7 1. 3 2.7 1. 1 • 1 .o .4 .3 .3 .3 
l 987 (DPnio) l. 17 1.05 2.61 .61 T 

ThP followini; chart dPpicts moisturP rPcPivPd at DufurrPna Ponds for thP 

pP r i od 1977-1985. 

DufurrPna Ponds 

YPar PrPcipitatio:1 1n InchPs 

1977 7.35 
1978 10.33 
1979 11 • 10 
1980 8.18 
1981 7.19 
1982 4 .13 
1983 11.18 
1984 10. 77 
1985 3.53 
1986 8.56 
1987 

ThP 10 yPar avPragP = 8.23 Annual 

2. L1ti1ization 

l1tilization data in thP wintPr country indicatPs us P is 
gPnerally bPlo1. • AllLs. Howpver, modPratP and hPavy us P h,1s 
occurrPd in thP WhitP SagP Flat arPa an d in Rodpo CrPPk Canyon 
arPa. No data is availablP for thP SummPr UsP arPa. BasPd on 
fiPld obsPrvation from SLS and wild horsP invent or y prrsonn Pl 
modPratP and hPav y use ha s occurred in thP Fox Ran~ P rPpPate dly 
over thP past sevPral yPars ( 1977-19 87) . 

3 . TrPnd 

J r pnj dat ha ~ ~Pr~ collPc t Pd at t~ ~ exclosur~ sitP5 . ThP 
Rodeo CrP Pk datJ i nd icatPs a dP:rPas in g tren d for t hP pPrio j 
(1978-1981). ThP RattlPsnake Canvon data indicatPs ch angPs ar e 
Prratic bPin g bo t h up and down an d arP in concl u !=:iv e f o r t lH' 
p ·· r i or! ( 1 9 7 S -1 q S l ) • 

To:;; 1 
1. 2 

6. -



Total 
A:rPs 

193,402 

Total Acres 
193,402 

, .: . 1nv1· 11t , ,r\' 

!,n b.:Jsn linP data h.1~ l,(•Pn collPctf•d sincP thr f,PnPral 
ovPrvi,· .. · pr0vid1·d f or- tli ,. S0noma-[.f'rlacli C:razinf, EJS. Tr,,, 
N('Vad;; DPpilrtmPnt of \..'i ldli fp Omm.') • how·PvPr, has rPportd 
in thPir bi~ ~amP invPstign:ions and hunting sPason 
n'com r:1,~ncl.1t ions tlw ha}">itat continuPs tot,.-. in fair tn po r,r 
conditi0n. Alth o ugl , 35,9 87 acrPs of sai::r f.rousP hahit;;t 
has bPPn dPlinPatPd in thP allotmPnt no strutting grounds 
or spPcific brood arPas havP bPPll idPntifiPd to thP BLM. 

5. Past lnvPntoriPs 

Sonoma-GPrlach EIS Condition and TrPnd 

ThP Pstiw.atPd Pcological rangP condition class as citPd from 
thP Sonoma-GPrlach EIS for thP RodPo CrPPk AllotmPnt is as 
follows: 

ExcP l lPnt 

Acres % 

1 • 9 34 

RangP Condition Class 

Good 

AcrPs Acres 

Fair 

1934 1% 27,076 

Poor 

% Acres 

14% 162,458 84% 

The estimated trPnd as indicatPd from thP Sonoma-Gerlach EIS is 
as follows: 

Trend Direction 

Upward Acres 
0 

StablP Acres 
0 

Downward AcrPs 
193,402 (100%) 

F. ManagPmPnt Actions 

1. \..'i ld Horse and Burros 

A total of 790 head havP bPPn rPmovPd from RodPo CrePk 
Al lotmPnt. 

- E -

Ani~.sls RP;;iovPJ 

31 2 
4 7f, 
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371 /l L. 12 /I 45 7 /1 508 / l 7~ 7 44'J 4 91 54 5 

2 • f o >: ~rn rl La k f' Ran f,f' H P r J Man a~ P rn P n t Ar f> a ( H MA ) i n c l u d t' s t lw 
RodPo CrPPk an d PolP Cany on Al]ot mPnts. 

RodPo CrPPk 
PolP Canyon 

Total 

AXL 
334 /) 
100 
4 34 /1 

3. ChangP in WildlifP Populations 

AV~:s 
4,020 
l ,2()0 
5,220 

% HHA 
92 
8 

100% 

No spPcific population data arP availablP for this allotmPnt. 
PrPSPnt PstimatPs, howevPr, indicatP 334 AUMs dPmand for mu]P 
dper, 210 AUMs for pronghorn and O for bighorn shPPp. 

II. ManagPmPnt Evaluation 

A. Short TPrm 

1. Utilization of kPy plant spPciPS in 596 acres of wPtland 
riparian habitat shall not excePd 50% PXCPpt wherP adjustPd by 
an approved activity plan. (~~-1.10) 

The purpose of this objective is to determine progress toward 
achiPveroPnt of long term goal 2b(l) and to hPlp dPtPrmine 
progress toward achiPvernent of long term goal 2b(2). 

SCS and wild horsPS invPntory pPrsonnPl report modPratP to 
hPavy usP in the Fox Range, but no data has bPen gathered on 
the ~Ptland riparian sitPs. 

2 . Total utilization shall not PXCPPd 50% for antPlopP bitterbrush 
( PUTR2) and 40~{ on quaking aspPn ( POTR5) PxcPpt 1,1hf'r P ad justPd 
by a n ap prov ed a ctivi ty plan. (WL-1.7 and WL-1.9 ) , 

ThF purp~sF of this objectivP is to detPrminP progrPss tow ard 
th e attainrr.Pnt of long term goal 2b(3 ) . Utilization o :-i PFTR2 
and POTRS has no t bPPn dPtPrmin Pd , 

3 . Mai7tai~ an accPpta blP allowab]P us P lev~l on kpv fora gF 
spe cies what will provide a sustainPd yie ld. 

rsP fattrr n Mar?iG ~ and utilizatio~ data ar~ not availo ~ iP for 
t hF s u~~~r us F countr y . UsP Pat t Prn Mapping and utili zation 
data in th e wintPr country indicatPs usP lPVPls arP bP?ow AVL's 

- 7 -
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4. lmprovr · rangf'/F-cological condition 1/ from poor to fair on 
162,450 acrPs and from fair to fOOd on 27,076 a c rPs and goori to 
PXCP] lPnt on 1,934 acrPs. 

1/ TnP rang P/ Pcological conditions in this documPnt arP foragP 
condit i o, that will b~ rPp]acPd with Pcological status 
condition a s information brcomPs availah]P. ThP ohjPctivP will 
bP rPdPfinPd/quantified to obtain n particular ecological 
status when sitP potPntial and identified usPs arP combinPd to 
mPPt vegPtativP objPctivPs. 

B. Long TPrm 

1. lmprovP or maintain thP condition of 596 acres of WPtland 
riparian habitat from Parly sPral to latP sPral or highPr. 
(WL-1.10) 

No baselinP or trend data arP available to Pvaluate this 
objective. 

2. Protect sagP grousP strutting grounds and nPsting and wintPring 
habitat and improvP brooding habitat by: (WL-1.11) 

a. Following NDOW's guidelines for VPgPtal Control Programs 1n 
Sage GrousP Habitat in Nevada. 

b. Maintain sagebrush canopy cover at 30% in sage grouse 
nesting areas wherP sagebrush does not exceed (3) feet 1n 
height. 

No baselinP or trend data arP available to evaluatP 
achievemPnt of this objPctivP. Higher utilization could bP 
a benPfit to brooding areas providing the mPadows are not 
disappearing while sagPbrush canopy in nPsting habitat is 
probably bPing hPlped by OVPT utilization of thP 
undPrstory. HowPvPr, highPr utilization of thP understory 
will lowPr nPsting succPss. 

3. ManagP, maintain and improvP public rangPlcnd habitat condition 
to providP forag e on a sustainPd yiP]d basis, with an initial 
foragP dPmand for big gamP of 177 AUMs for mulP dePr, 137 AV~~ 
for pronihorn and 150 AUMs for bighorn shPPp by: 

a . lrn?roving or maintaining Fox RangP DY-1 ( 16,~24 acrP~ ) rnJ]P 

GPP :- :ia!:litat to good con d ition. 

b . ];~.;, rovini; or main tain in~ Fox Rc,:1fP AY-5 ( 38,100 ;icrP:) 

pron~horn h;ihitat to fDOd condition. 

c. l~pr0~ing and maint ai ning Fox RangP BY-3 (32,530) acr~~) 
polPr.: i J l California bigh ,"1r:1 hahitat a t 75c~: of optirn ,1~:. 

- 8 -
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4. Improvt ' bitlf •rl>ru!' h fr orr, sPv Pr ,..Jy hPdgr ·d for.r 1 class t0 lif,htly 
hPd~Pd form clas s . 

/\ spPcial rt>port complf'tPd 1980 showed hPavy utilization of 
hittPrbrush throughout thr RllotmPnt. No additional data ltai-; 
h<>Pn collPctPcl. 

HPavy utilization of foragP throughout thP allotmPnt could bP 
an indication of ovPrly high mule dPPr and pronghorn 
populations as wPll as livestock grazin ~ practicPs and 
PXCPssivP wild horsP and burro numbPrs, (PPrsonal 
communication DobPl and ArmPntrout). 

5. ManagP, maintain and improvP rangPland conditions to providP 
foragP on a sustainPd yiPld basis with an initial stocking 
lPvPl of 6,462 AUMs. 

TrPnd data indicatPs that for thP period (1978-1981) at Rodeo 
Creek Exclosure trend is dPcreasing while at RattlesnakP Canyon 
trend is Prratic in change. Although trPnd data has not bPPn 
collected sincP 1981, thP grazing system has not changPd and 
conditions arP probably continuing in the same dirPction. 
Utilization data is not availablP to PvaluatP achievPmPnt of 
this objective. 

6. ManagP, maintain and improve public rangeland conditions to 
providP an initial lPvPl of 4,020 AUMs of foragP on s sustainPd 
yield basis for 335 (AML 's) 1/ wild horsPs in thP Fox and LakP 
RangP HPrd Use Area. 

The AppropriatP ManagPmPnt LPvel for thP Fox and Lake RangP HMA 
was establishPd in July 1982. Herd numbPrs havP bePn abovP AML 
sincP 1982, ranging from 11% to 135% abovP AML in thP RodPo 
CrePk AllotmPnt. This objectivP has not bPPn mPt, 

A pos t rPmova l cPnsus conductPd aftPr thP 1986 horsP rPmoval 
showPd thP RodPo CrPPk portion of thP Fox and LakP RangP H~~ to 
b,:, 107 anim al s abo ve A¾L, HowPver, thP Pole Canyon portion of 
thP HHA was 49 head bPlO\.l AML. ThP AML for thP wholf HMA aftPr 
tlt P 198 6 removal was PXCPPdPd by 58 horsPs (13 % abov P AXL). 

7. Maintain an d improv P thP frPP-roaming bPhavior of wild horsPs 
by protPcting an d enhancing thPir homP rangPs. 

Rang,:, i mpr ovP;nP:1ts anc c,thP r dPvPlopmPnts havP not r,:,strictPd 
t hP frP P roa n in g bPhavio r of th P wil d hors,:,s a~d burros ~it hin 
t hr al] ·, t r.,r»,t . Ti ,P oh jPctivP hos bPPn rr.<>t. 

8 . MRintain and improvP ~ ild horsP habitat by assuring frPP ac cPss 
to watPr, 

- () -
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Ill. Cc1r1clusi0n 

A. Basrd on fiP)d ohsPrvat ions it appPars that thP upland anrl wP t lnnrl 
riparian utilization ohjPctivPs arr not hPin g mPl. 

B . lis t> pattPrn riappin g on thP wintPr rangP sh01.· that thP ohjPct ivr·s 
arP hPing mPt PXCPpt for WhitP SagP flat and KodPo CrPPk Canyon. 

C. 1,,' ild horsf' numbPrS an ' abovP AMLs. 

JV. RPcommPndations 

A. No rPcommPnd ation s can bP madP basPd on existing data. HowPvPr, 
thP livPstock pPrmitteP has recognizPd thP imbalance bPtWP Pn sum."Pr 
and winter USP areas and will agrPP to thP following modifications: 

1. A five year rPduction in thP activP prPfPrencP from 6,462 AUMs 
to 5,816 AUMs and reducP livestock numbers in thP summPr 
country. ThP 10% reduction would total 646 AUMs. ThP yParlong 
stocking rate at 10% reduction would bP 485 cattlP. LivPstock 
use will thPn maintain 485 cattle yParlong rathPr than changing 
numbPrs in the sumrnPr and wintPr USP arPas. ThP 485 cattlP 
would bP a reduction frorr • past USP in thP summPr country from 
835 cattlP. This would incrPBSP nur.ibPrs in thP wintPr country 
from thP historical usP of approximatPly 150. This managP~Pnt 
changP would reducP stocking level in thP summPr country whPrP 
a reduction is nPPdPd, but would incrPasP usP in thP ~intPr 
country where forage can withstand more grazing pressure. 

2. Maintain thP past winter and summer USP arPas and initiatP usP 
in the spring area. MakP usp as follows; 

Turnout will bP madP in thP winter usP arPa of thP RodPo CrPPk 
AllotmPnt. TnP wintPr use area includes the eastPrn portion of 
the RodPo CrPPk AllotmPnt and that arPa Past of thP Fox RangP 
to inclu1P thP San Emidio DPSPrt, thP LakP RangP and thF 
southPrn port ion of the Black Rock DPsPrt. 

For thP pPri od 05 /01 - 05/30 cattlP will utilizP thP spring us P 
arPa which includPs thP foot hil ls of th P Fox RangP alon g both 
th P east an d wPst sides. 

On 06/01 catt]P will bP moved int o th P summPr usP arPa which 
includPs t hP high country of t hP Fox RangP and will rP mai n on 
the Fox RangP until 10/ 30 . 

nn ll/01 cat tl P 1-·ill hr m,wpd bi:ick t o t hP .:in t Pr usP ar PJ a~ 
~Pscri b~! a ~O VP an~ ~ill rP ffia in until 0~ / 30 . 

RangP ImprovPmPnts will continu P t o bP idPntifiPd for bettPr 
d istri bution anj livPstock control in all areas. LivPsto ck 
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v. 

VI. 

1.· :ll h, cli ..,tri l>,il• •:I ,111 1 c-n11t, ,., ]J, · d t,\ · l ,:·q s, ), ;1tl ,1•1.l 1· l.-1c r·n1• nl 

n f Jl, jn, · 1 ,1 ] l-llJ • i >] 1·~ 1 T1[ "- c1111il1;'. ti t ♦ ff" il :·i1 1i' p1· ric, l t ,, /Jclii r·v, · 
i>v1·11 diqrihuti on .J·1d propr ·r u tili7. :i ti on ] Pv1 • h,. Tr1is i..·il l 
rPrlurP th r• conrf"ntrnlion of anim:i1s on Whit< · Sap · Fl.:it an ,! 
Roc1Po CTPf'k Canyon. 

3. DPVP]Op and AMP for thr allotmPnt. 

4 . Allo1. · h,1}iitat typ Ps in !<Py sagP grousP broodinf arPas t o 
irnprov P t o good or hPttf'r and thPn grazP to tlw brn1--fit n f s3gP 
g rous P wi thin thr prPscribPd grazing schPdulP. 

5. RPmovP wild horsPs from th P HMA in thP allotmPnt to AML's. 

Moni taring a:1d InvPntory NPPds 

A. Monitoring 

1 • Ac tua 1 Use 

2. Utilization/Use PattPrn Mapping 

3. Trend 

4. Wild horsP distribution and sPasonal movemPnts and population 
estimatPs. 

5. ComplPte Habitat Suitability IndPx 

6. Collect climate data from existing stations 

7. Water quality 

B. Inventory 

1. Wildlife habitat condition 

2. Ecological Status 

3. Riparian/Wetland/Aspen Condition 

4. Soil SurvP y 

GPnPral Informatio n 

A. ThP followin g documi>nts havP bPPn r eviP wPd for thP evaluation: 

1. Sono□a-Gerlac ~ Envi r onmPntal Impact StatP~Pnt (1981). 

2 . Sono ::.a- GPrl ach La:-i::l UsP Plan .1?-\FP J l I. 

3. Sono:.:a-Ge:rlach RPS. 
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L . S 1,n.i :· : , - ( ;1•1 ]; , ~ ! , 1:•:;, :i :-i ! \,::11,! , !• 1v, •;Jt ,) 1 \ ' ,1n ,I l '<•1•11l:1t i,), , 

l'' !--tir. :i t, · rr <·,r ,!~ . 

S. RndPo CrPPk Stu~y Fi]P. 

i. WinnPmucco District CoordinatPd Monitoring Plnn. 

7. Evans, Carol. 1986. Effpcts of Catt]P Grazing on SagP 
GrousP l1sP on Y.r·adows in tlw ShPldon Ni-.'R. Tlwsis. 

8. WildlifP Hahitat in HanngPd RangPlands - ThP GrPat Basin of 
SouthPastern Oregon. 

9. Sonoma-Gerlach RA MPthod for Evaluating and Monitoring 
Riparian Hab itat in RPlation to TPrrPstrial NPPds. 

JO. Bighorn ShPPp Habitat Ho~itoring Plan for Sonoma-GPrlac h 
R.A. 

11. BLH Manual SupplPmPnt 6630-Big Game Studies. 

12. Armentrout & Gardetto. Habitat Suitabilitf Rating SystPm 
for California Bighorn Sheep. 

B. Participants involved with this evaluation: 

1. Area HanagPr - GPrald Brandvold 

2. SupPrvisory RangP Conservationist - Paul Jancar 

3. Range Conservationist - Chris Mayer 

4. Wildlife Biologist - Don ArmPntrout 

5. Wild Horse Specialists - Tom Seley/Dick WheelPr 

6. District Wildlife Biologist - DPnnis Tol 

7. District Range Staff OfficPr - Ron Kay 
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AGR[E !iHJ fO R I MP U:~:EKTA Tl 0/, MW CHAKGES 1 I\ 

A\'AJLi\BL E LJ\'ESTUC>-: FORAGE At-:n Ll\ ' ESTUCt: 

I. l~'TRODUCTIO~ 

GRAZl t,;(; USE ADJUSTHEt\TS fO R THE 
RODEO CREEK ALLOTMEI\J 

This agreement is based on the Rodeo Creek Allotment Evaluation 
dated and documents the changes in existing livesto ck 
grazinB practices on the Rodeo Creek allotment. 

The agreed upon changes in livestock use, as documented below, are made 
in order to achieve the management objectives for the public lands 
under Bureau of Land Management control identified in the 
Sonoma-Gerlach land use plan, which are specifically related to 
authorized livestock grazing use on the Rodeo Creek allotment. 

This agreement was prepared in consultation cooperation, and 
coordination with affected permittee, Stan Ceresola. 

II. ALLOTMENT SPECIFIC OBJECTIVES AND ANALYSIS, INTERPRETATION, AND 
EVALUATION OF EXISTING MONITORING DATA 

A. Allotment Objectives 

1. Short Term 

a. Utilization of key plant species in 596 acres of wetland 
riparian habitat shall not exceed 50% except where adjusted 
by an approved activity plan, (WL-1.1O) 

b. Total utilization of antelope bitterbrush (PUTR2) shall not 
exceed 50% and 40% on quaking aspen (POTR5) except where 
adjusted by an approved activity plan. (WL-1.7) and WL-1.9) 

• 
c. Maintain an acceptable allowable use level on key forage 

species l_/ that will provide a sustained yield. 

l/ Key forage sp ecies whose use serves as an indicator 
to the degree of use of associated species; or those 
species which must, because of their importance, be 
considered in a management progra~. 

2 . Long Term 

a. Improve to and maintain the condition of 596 acres of 
wetland riparian habitat type to good or better. (\..'L-1. 10) 

b. Protect sage grouse strutting grounds and nesting wintering 
habitat and impro ve brooding habitat by: (WL-1.11) 

1) Following NDOW's guidelines for Vegetal Control 
Programs in Sage Grouse Habitat in Nevada. 



. ,.. . ZJ Pl,dntaln s.ir,ebrush canopy at 30 i in sage grous e ncstin r 
and 1.•interjnr, areas whcr< ' sa 1;c-hru s li docs nc,t ('XC-('(•d (3) 

feet in height. 

c. Manage, maintain and improve public rangeland habitat 
condition to provide forage on a sustained yield basis, 
with an initial forage demand for big game of 177 AUMs for 
mule deer, 137 AUMs for pronghorn and 150 Alms for bighorn 
sheep by: 

1) Improve or maintaining Fox Range DY-1 (16,224 acres) 
mule deer habitat to good condition. 

2) Improving or maintaining Fox Range AY-5 (38,100 acres) 
pronghorn habitat to good condition. 

3) Improving or maintaining Fox Range BY-3 (32,530 acres) 
potential California bighorn habitat at 75% of optimum. 

4) Improve bitterbrush from severely hedged form class to 
lightly hedged form class. 

d. Manage, maintain and improve rangeland conditions to 
provide forage on a sustained yield basis with an initial 
stocking level of 6,462 AUMs. 

e. Improve range/ecological condition 1/ from: poor to fair 
on 162,458 acres fair to good on 27-;076 acres good to 
excellent on 1,934 acres. 

f. Manage, maintain and improve public rangeland conditions to 
provide an initial level of 4,020 AUMs of forage on a 
sustained yield basis for 335 (AMLs) II wild horses in the 
Fox and Lake Range Herd Use Area. 

1/ The range/e~ological conditions in this document are 
forage condition that will be replaced with ecological 
status condition as information becomes available. The 
objective will be redefined/ quantified to obtain a 
particular ecological status when site potential and 
identified uses are combined to meet vegetative objectives. 

2/ A.).fL refer to adult horses and burros (i.e. two years or 
older). 

g. Maintain and improve the free-roaming behavior of wild 
horses and burros by protecting and enhancing their home 
range. 

h. Maintain/Improve wild horse/burro habitat by assuring free 
access to water. 
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Ill. ACl<EEI> UPOf\ CHA~:;Es Jr; A\ Al L/d~LE L1\'ES70C~ FORAGE At'1>/0I< Ll\' ESTOC~ liSl 
Arui:sn:r::ns 

A. Fro rn (Description of Exist inc Use) 

l. Kind, Class an cl numbe r of Livc>sto ck: 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

Cattle Cow-calf 
835 C 
150 C 

(05/01 - 10/31) 
(11/01 - 04/30) 

Period of Use: 

03/01 - 02/28 Yearlong 

The Allotment to be Used: 

Rodeo Creek Allotment 

The Amount of Use (AUNs): 

Total Preference 9,336 (AUMs) 
Active Preference 6,462 
Susp. Preference 2,874 

Percent Federal Range: 

99% 

Grazin~ System 

Grazing aanagement is a rest rotation grazing system under a 
two pasture, winter and summer use area. The period-of-use is 
yearlong. Grazing treatment is as follows: 

Grazing Treatment Rodeo Creek Allotment 

5/1 6/1 7/1 8/1 9/1 10/1 11/1 12/1 1/1 2/1 3/1 4/1 

Graze Fox Range (5/1-10/31) 
Summer Use Area 

835 C 

Graze east side 
(11/1-4/30) Winter Use Area 

150 C 

The summer use area is the Fox Range on the west side. The 
winter use area is the east side and includes the San Emidio 
De sert, the south ern portion of the Black Rock Desert and the 
Lake Range. 

The majority of livestock us e occurs during the late 
spring-summer-early fall season-of-us e . Durin g the period 
(05 /01 -10/31) 835 cattle graze in th e fox Mountain surn~e r us e 
area. Durin g the ~int er early sprin g period cattle nu~bers 
drop to 150 Head for th e period (11-1-4/30). Winter use occurs 
in the east portion of the allotment. 

3 



\,.-, ,_ .. 
Act iv e grazjn D p r efC'r( •n: c i s 64&:! Au!·!<;. Li ce ns~•d us(• h;is bc:(•11 
stah l f' and h,i!- r anp ·:l f r or:, ,1,3 A!T•jc; t o , 8, 1 ov er th e· J(J YhH 

pc ri od ex cep t jn ] 987 ....,J1l· rc· use was 4169 Al'Ms . Es tim a t ed 1,;j]d 
hors e nuobe r s f o r th ,· pe rio d 19 8 3 to 1987 ha ve va rjed fro m 371 
nu;nbc r s t o 787. 

Based on licensed us e datin g back to 1981, 835 cattl e wer e 
licensed during th e summer per i od (5/01-10/31) and 150 cattl e 
licensed durin g ...,int e r (11/1-4/30). The combination of cattl e 
and wildh or se number s alon e total 1200 or mor e animals 
utilizing th e Sulilmer countr y ov e r t he pe riod 1983 - 198 6 . The 
ma jority of grazin g use on th e allotment occurs in th e summer 
us e area . 

7. Wildlife 

No specific wildlife population data area available for this 
allotment. Present estimates, however, indicate 334 AUXs 
demand for mule deer, 210 AUMs for pronghorn and O for bighorn 
sheep. 

8. Wild horses 

Population Data 
Est. July 1987 

491 

Est. July 1988 

545 

B. To (Description of Agreed Upon Changes) 

1. Kind, Class, and Number of Livestock: 

Cattle 
485 C 

cow/calf 

2. Period of Use: 

No change 
03/01 - 02/28 Yearlong 

3. The Allot lilen t t o be Used: 

Rodeo Creek Al lot men t 

4. The Amount of Use AII'1s : 

Total Preference 
Suspended Pr efe r ence 
Ac ti ve Prefe r enc e 

5 . Pe r cent Federal Range : 

100% 

9,33 6 
3,52 0 
5, 8 16 
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Initiate a fjvc year reduction in th e active prefer~n ce fro□ 

6,462 AU~:s to 5,816 AUM~ and reduce livestock numb€'rs jn the> 
summer country. The five> year reduction will b<' for thP period 
(04/01/88 - 02/28/93). ThC> 10% reduction would total 646 
AUMs. The yearlong stocking rate at 10% reduction would be 485 
cattle. Livestock use will then maintain 485 cattle yearlong 
rather than chan g ing numbers in the summer and winter us e 
areas. The 485 cattle would be a redu c tion from past us e in 
the summl'r country fror.i 835 cattle. This would increase 
numbers in the winter country from the historical use of 
approximately 150. This management change would reduce 
stocking level in the summer country where a reduction is 
needed, but would increase use in the winter country where 
forage can withstand more grazing pressure. 

Grazing management would be a rest-rotation grazing system 
under a three use area system. 

Maintain the past winter and summer use areas and initiate use 
in the spring area. Make use as follows; 

Turnout will be made in the winter use area of the Rodeo Creek 
Allotment. The winter use area includes the eastern portion of 
the Rodeo Creek Allotment and that area east of the Fox Range 
to include the San Emidio Desert, the Lake Range and the 
southern portion of the Black Rock Desert. 

For the period 05/01 - 05/30 cattle will utilize the spring use 
area which includes the foothills of the Fox Range along both 
the east and west sides. I 

On 06/01 cattle will be moved into the summer use area which 
includes the high cquntry of the Fox Range and will remain on 
the Fox Range until 10/30. 

On 11/01 cattle will be moved back to the winter use area as 
described above and will remain until 04/30. 

Range Improvements will continue to be identified for be tter 
distribution and livestock control in all areas. Livesto ck 
..,ill be distributed and controlled by horseback and placement 
of mineral supplements during the grazing period to achiev e 
even distribution and proper utilization levels. This will 
reduce the concentration of animals on White Sage Flat and 
Rodeo Creek Canyo n. 
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Foothills of I Graul RES1 
Fox Spring I 05/011 
Spring Use I to I 
Area I 05/30I 

I 485 cl 
Fox Range I REST I Graze 06/01 to 10/30 REST 
Summe r Use I I 485 C 
A,ea I I 
East Portion I REST Graze 11701 to 04/30 
Winter Use I 485 C 

Area I 

IV. SPECIFIC MONITORING PROGRAM 

A. Utilization and actual use studies will be conducted annually to 
determine whether or not utilization levels on key species are 
exceeding proper use levels identified in the objectives. 

B. Frequency and production studies will be read to evaluate trend and 
ecological condition. 

C. An evaluation will be conducted in 5 years (1993) to analyze the 
changes in management described in this agreement. 

V. FUTURE ADJUSTMENTS 

An evaluation will be conducted in 5 years (1993) to analyze the 
results of the changes made in management described in this agreement 
and at this time a change in management and/or preference may be made. 

VI. AUTHORITY 

43 CFR 4110.3-3, 4130-6 

VII. The agreed upon changes in available livestock forage and/or livestock 
use adjustments identified above are binding on any successor interest 
or future transforees with such modifications as approved or required 
by the authorized officer. 

VIII. SIGNATURES 

_J±~ a 1 • 7 &-{_£\ 

Sonoma-Gerlach Resource Area Manger 
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