
United States Department of the Interior 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 
WINNEMUCCA DISTRICT OFFICE 

Wild Horse Organized Assistance 
c/o Dawn Lappin 
P. 0. Box 555 
Reno, NV 89504 

Dear Ms. Lappin: 

705 East 4th Street 
Winnemucca, Nevada 89445 

MAR 2 7 1989 

IN REPLY REFER TO: 

4700 
(NV-027.12) 

Enclosed is a copy of the Envi ronmental Assessment for the Majuba-Seven 
Troughs fenceline for your review. We plan to start construction of the 
project during the fall of 1989. 

If you have any questions concerning the project please feel free to contact 
Tom Seley at 623-3676. 

Sincerely yours, 

Area Manager, Sonoma-Gerlach 

Enclosure 
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ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 

Majuba-Seven Toughs Fenceline (f4795) 

I. Introduction/Overview 

The purpose of the proposed fence is to reduce, if not eliminate the 
movement of wild hoses and burro's from the Seven Troughs/Kamma 
Mountains Herd Management Areas (HM.As) to the Antelope Range/Eugene 
Mountains checkerboard Herd Areas (HAs) and eliminate the necessity of 
yearly gatherings from private property. 

The allotment boundary fence would also facilitate proper livestock 
management by preventing livestock drift between the Seven Troughs and 
Majuba Allotments. It would also help in achieving proper utilization 
of the vegetation and relieve the over concentration of animals around 
certain watering areas. The fence is proposed as part of the Blue 
Wing/Seven Troughs Herd Management Area Plan, which received State 
Director concurrence March 4, 1987. 

A. Proposed Action 

The proposed action is to construct approximately 24.3 miles of 4 
strand barbed wire fence of the type used for antelope ranges 
(Attachment fl) on the adjudicated boundary line between the 
Majuba and Seven Troughs Allotments. The northeast corner of the 
fence would tie into the Jungo-Sulphur fence (£4906); the southern 
corner would tie into Rye Patch fence (£1141). 

The project would be built under the terms and conditions of the 
Cooperative Agreement for Range Improvements and to BLM 
construction and material standards. 

All construction would be done with a minimum amount of ground 
disturbance restricted to the immediate project area. No blading 
would be necessary to build the proposed fence. Some juniper 
trees may need to be cut in the 2.75 mile stretch from Antelope 
Summit south to Cedar Springs. 

B. Impacts 

There would be minimal damage to the native vegetation from 
crushing, cutting, trampling, and breaking during construction of 
the fence. There may be a very minimal disturbance of non-game 
wildlife habitat due to vehicular traffic. 



A Cultural Resources Inventory 
resource sites were located •. 
these sites are anticipated to 
of the proposed fenceline. 

(CRl-)7J.j was conducted and cultural 
No significant adverse impacts to 
occur as a result of construction 

The proposed project is entirely within a Class IV Visual Resource 
Management area. Since the project would not subordinate the 
character of the area it was not necessary to complete a Visual 
Contrast Rating Worksheet. 

No on-the-ground search for sensitive plants was conducted, but 
according to the Nevada Threatened and Endangered Plant Map Book 
(Nevada State Museum, 1986) located in the Winnemucca District 
office files, no sensitive plants are known to occur in the 
proposed construction area. 

Implementation of the proposed action is not expected to have any 
significant impact on water quality or quantity, wilderness 
values, flood plains or wetlands, air quality, Areas of Critical 
Environmental Concern, paleontological resources, or threatened or 
endangered animals. 

The wild horse population in the area could be significantly 
impacted by construction of the fence. Presently there are 
approximately 12 horses utilizing the area east of the fence. 
Seasonal migration patterns may be disrupted and some animals 
could become injured from running into the wire. This would also 
create additional maintenance problems for the livestock 
permittees in the area, until the wild horses became familiar with 
the location of the fenceline. 

Although the population level is small, the fence could impede 
normal pronghorn movement in the area. The impedance should not 
be significant. 

II. Mitigating Measures 

The Cultural Resources Investigation has been conducted in accordance 
with techniques which are considered to have been adequate for 
evaluating any Cultural Resources that could be affected by this 
project. Mitigation measures outlined in the final cultural report 
will be adopted. However, if during the course of any project 
activities that may be authorized subsequent to the submission of this 
report, notable Cultural Resources should be discovered, care shall be 
exercised so as not to disturb such Resources and the Winnemucca 
District Manager shall be informed immediately. 

The feoceline should be built to pronghorn specifications to facilitate 
their movement. 

After construction has been completed it may be necessary to open 
specific gates in the fence line to facilitate movement of horses from 
east of the fence to west of the fence. 



III. Specialists' Coordination 

The specialists' who have signed the face sheet of this document have 
been involved in the development and review of the proposed project and 
concluded it would not significantly impact their resources. 

IV. Recommendation 

I recommend the proposed action be implemented, since no significant 
environmental impacts will result from construction of this project. 
Mitigating measures described in Section II above will become 
stipulations upon construction of the fence. 

,~ ~OQ 
Tom Seley, Range Cc@servationist 



.. 

Decision Record/Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) 

Decision Record 

Based on the Environmental Assessment (EA), a net beneficial impact to the 

total environment would result from implementing the proposed action; 

therefore the proposed action is adopted in its entirety. 

The mitigating measures identified in the EA will be adopted as stipulations. 

FONSI 

The EA adequately analyzes the Environmental Impacts of the proposed action. 

Since no significant impacts are expected as a result of implementing the 

decision, an EIS is not required. 

Gerald P. Brandvold, Area Manager 

Sonoma/Gerlach Resource Area 

Date 



. 
-.. 

· .. 
"' I 1 

-~· ... 

r tS pa c.u•q b1h11teA l rn1 posit.I 1
/ 

IAot, o o t ,tu 1 po1-t1 to 
• w,a.od L 111 ~, 1 wood pos1, lo ba 01 

,. ,- ,;: . --- - --- r-f·--- . I 
. • ---➔1-------------J,'---------------111----~ 

0 -~ ~ - \--1--.+----_-:_-_-:_-_-:_-:_-:_-:_-:_-:_-..,t=_c;__-:_-:_-:_-:_-:_-:_-:_-:_-:_-:_-_-:_-:_-_➔!-:..-:..-:..-:..-:..-:..~-~ 

- 6'- 0"m 1n 10 S. :fmcu e- - 6'-6' rn1n ro8 - 3°rri1u -,-
IOep,enc H n,g on le r.q l l'I lOureno ,n._, on l1nq l l'I 

of brocu owo i1obl1I ol bracu O'tOrloblt'l 

MorllH f"dnp 
a l a l l j..,nctvru 1 
of po1 1 8, b rou (. 

✓- Co,nu Pa, 11 , 

...-... -600 Sp1k• 7 

T ' 

........._,,,,. . ..,,..,.,.,.,.. '--1.. ·o ·c./ 
,,,,.. i ..........,,,; 

16'- 6'" C., ( . -

l5'1'ot11111; Oe l wHn 9ol•po111I 7 
I , 

' 
I' 

/ ~ ,;ouqe 1,mao. 1n w ir t loop 
f §i§' 1 

1otGt rd in 1pe c ihcc it 10n1,l 

-.. '± . i ~ I , G•••n • , ,. . / t 1~ • : : ,......l.-. . ..,...---1,. .. , - --'---• - - ,-.._,.~,-,,-,.-w-,.,-,,,~.-,-,.-~--...b-'--< 
: : I • ~; Woad ~ 111, o, ,1u l1CI 11'1 :J 

r------' , ~'4"!--- -_1--' j-~- '!=IJU.., .. '-•:J ---..IL,._ __ 
' ·' ! ~ t j . • 9 9 0 11qt l ffiOOII\ . .. . loop, 

V ~7 - -- ----:'I:'- -- - --~- - -:· :-·- -
:: 

t t l . .J l h11ou- 1t ico11o n, 

~tae.•:.,e:,c,~I~=~ ::;,•,•, 

~SJ _RAN.P BARBED WI R( fENC.E 
TYP E)> . 

LI NE PANE L 

'' ' . 

• • , ,1 1a 1,1 tit 

STR ESS ~/;NE .!, 

7 1orer o 1 .. .. . , . 

~ qouq e 1m0 o lho 
qot., ,.1,e 

I 

~ Ground ll ne 

" "-dd odd ll 10n ol o,1111 d1 ol bort,1d ... ., . and /or 
,a rGc~ deodm,on I m in we 19fll ~O lb I 
.,,,n 1go ce: ti,1,.14n l he boll or,i w1rt. o nd 
9r,01.1rid•u cu -1h-

20" tot Borb1d WHII: f ine• 
10 " Por W'o un Wir t F•nce 

PANE L AT MINOR DEPR_ESSIONS 

-----------ul 
. - - • : r [ ! ~ ~ ~ IT Wood 

.. I , . ... r 
, ~ t _: ~_\G,ouna lt11e 

i : 
LJ 

,,11,co l ,,o, .. ir,, UIOctd (9 6 ~ 

::~ .~ffiblo~::: ; •;~~.-~ ~1!!
11
~; ·, 9 01191 

~ : : 
_ . LJ 

. ' 
~-J 

6 ' - 6 ° m111 Broce, , 
mort 1·s. ood SP • ~I 
to corner pou, 

PANEL AT GATE S a CA TTLEGUARD S 

6'-6 '"1111n. to s·-:!tmo■ 6"·6 ~,,",, 10 e ' - 3~m,a . 
lD•9endin9ol'll l 1nQlh Wo •11:n01nq on lt.""ifl '1 
or btOCU O'tQIIOC>lt l o, brocn o ,01 lo b l1') 

Mo ,1 1,, t'" ouo 
,at 0 11 j11n c1u ,11 , 
or po11 8 o,oce ., 

. ' ,. , 

ALTER NAT E.Jil Y_LE PA~_E_L_~ 
GATES,S_ATTLEGUARD S_& CORNERS 

_ ___ .00 .W.ELE.D. C.O.N.NECJIONS _ _ 
1 Alternote ror mortlse-sp 1keconnect ion s) 

b.!"!.L!'A~ll 
',\'OV_EN W!R_E_fENCE :!YPE _ "G" 

~RAND BARBED WIRE fENCE 

T..rJ'D ." 
5 STRANO BARBED WIRE fENCE 

T_YPJ;_'.f" 
Hol• · 12· 111 .o..-,n • H tU!I I011'fGI • HUI• " " JIO bo , btd • .,. 

1t10 tl•v110 •"•", 1c.1h1ill b '"- • t on h o c.t1n OH ,c,r . 

: : ,., 

~/ITE __ PANE!, 

~NJ:L AT CORN_;~~ 

' ' . ' • .J L J 

@I! 

' \ 1 1,1,a n11, • 9 qov11.- 1mo o 1h .,.,I!' o , 
2 ,1, 0 1,ch • l ~ ~QOl.lfl!' borbtd . .. . . 
t • 11ted ttql'II 

SUH . d 1m,n1 ion1 and no r.,, oophcoblt 10 
Panel ot Gatu8 Cot 111:9110,01-01,0 opp ty 
to Pont i ot Corn en 

A ll p on• I C11t"'l tl h ti 10 bt con, t111ct1d 
1de111 , co l to ,,.,..,t t o , l1pe O te ne t t•<•P ' 
tho I ll'le posts lor Ty pu Fon d G or• 1Z11,c ~e, 
,rio,11, . 

l ,._. ,. c.w•t • • .,., ,.,~ -,"t• OI'• ' • , 
• - ·-• •o.t-••- i,oe,,,;.I •·•• · , , ,-;- -; 7 - : 

• •~ . • - _ __ .:__•J ~Vl) IO~l ~J_ U ~I - L~~oai,!f 

l,H'O f [D ST.I T(S O(P.&,nMffrilto, Tf'I[ I NT[AIOllt 

l!IU A(AU o, l 1U10 tU,fUGEMlllllT 

WIRE LIVESTOCK FENCES 
FOR USE ON 

ANTELOPE RMiGES 

(l [t 1C1"1(0.;~ _ IU COlllllllfNOrl> ~:~ 

0 1u,w11....b0_ _ lllCOlllt-1110(, , ..... /1, · ' .;;- • 
(p,i( ClllO.c...c.c....._ 11,-•IUhl':Y'\l<'--Mle,~-.L-C -'----'---'-L-

GPO 1975 680 · 040 



• 11 • 1t lD SCALE 1:100 000 11DO !IIIIO IOIDO 

I QJtffNETl.R ON ntE -.V IIUll£SENT§ I KI.OMETf.11 ON THE GIIOlf,itO ,. 
" 12 13 CONTOUR INnRVAL 50 METERS Wl 101111 lDIIII lDIIII ·-


