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Please find enclosed the Bullhead Final Allotment Evaluation Summary, 
Biological Opinion, and the Proposed Multipie Use Decision . 

41601-1 
(NV-241.3) 

The Bureau of Land Management entered into formal section 7 consultation with 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and in their opinion dated May 2, 1994, 
concurred with the Bureau' s determination that the proposed decision for the 
Bullhead Allotment is not likely to jeopardize the continued existence of the 
threatened LCT. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Gene Seidlitz or Bob 
Hopper at (702) 623-1500. 

Sine ely yours, ' 
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Biological Opinion 
Proposed Multiple Use Decision 
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Bullhead Allotment 
Final Allotment Evaluation Summary 

I. Introduction 

A. Bullhead Allotment (00033) 

B. Permittee - Nevada First Corporation 

C. Evaluation Period - 1983 - 1991 

D. Selective Management Category I 

II. Initial Stocking Level 

A. Livestock Use 

1. Grazing Preference (AUMS) 

a. Total preference 19,283 AUMS 

b. Suspended preference 7,233 AUMS 

C. Active preference 12,050 AUMS 

d. Initial stocking use* 8,350 AUMS 

e. Non Use 3,700 ,A,UMS 

f. Exchange of use** 1,051 AUMS 

*Asper CRMP recommendation and ~and use plan 
deci s ion. 

**April 30, 1993 Nevada Fir st Corporation withdre w 
their Exchange of Use. 

2. Seasons of Use 

Spring/Summer 
Fall/Winter 

04/01 to 09/30 
10/01 to 12/15 

3. Kind and Class of Livestock 

Cattle (cow/calf) 
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4. Percent Federal Range 

Allotment licensed at 91% federal range throughout the 
evaluation period. The Bullhead Allotment is licensed at 
100% federal range as of April 30, 1993. 

5. Grazing System 

The current grazing system consists of spring, summer and 
winter use pastures. Two of the pastures are grazed in 
either fall/winter or spring. One field is not grazed by 
livestock due to lack of adequate stock water. Consistent 
patterns of rest-rot ation and periods of use have not been 
applied to the Bullhead All otment throughout the eva l uation 
per io d. Use is displayed on Table 1, Bullhead Al~otment 
Actual Use by Livestock Summary. 

The summer fields, Kinney, Snowstorm Flat, and Upper and 
Lower Kelly Burn Pastures, have been utilized from June 1 
through September 30 in a three pasture rest-rotation. 
While Kinney and Snowstorm Flat Pastures have consistently 
been rested every third year, at a minimum, Kel ly Burn 
Pasture has been grazed eve r y year except one dJr i ng the 
evaluation period. 

Spring grazing has been provided by either First Creek 
Pasture, Dry Hills Pasture or Bullhead Seeding. First Cree k 
has also been grazed in the summer and early fa ll . Dry 
Hills has been grazed in the spring, as stated above, and in 
the winter. Bullhead Seeding has been grazed during all 
seaso ns. 

Rabbit Pasture has been used consistently in the winte r 
only. As stated above, Dry Hills and Bullhead Seeding have 
also been used for winter grazing. 

Castle Ridge Pasture has not been grazed by livestock due to 
lack of adequate stock water. 

B. Wild Horse Use 

The Bullhead Coordinated Resource Management Plan (CRMP) 
recommended a wild horse herd of 50 adult wild horses. 

The Snowstorm Mountain Herd Management Area (HMA) is situated 
entirely within the Bullhead Allotment and is contained within the 
Castle Ridge, First Creek, Snowstorm Flat, Kinney, Kelly Burn, and 
a portion of the Ory Hills pastures. The HMA consists of 145,538 
acres. There are 133,138 acres of public land and the remaining 
12,400 acres are on private land. 
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Wild horses are being managed under the Litt l e Owyhee Desert­
Snowst orm Mountains Wild Horse Herd Management Area Plan which was 
approved August 6, 1987. The HMAP is to be revi sed in 19~4. 

C. Wildlife Use 

1. Wildlife Species 

a. Reasonable Numbers (AUMs) 

Mule Deer 
Antelope , 
Bighorn Sheep: 

Bullhead CRMP 

I 

Winnemucca· 
1,029 

101 
0 

Total 
1,029 

101 
190 

South Fork of the Little Humboldt River 
Bighorn Sheep Reestablishment Release Plan 

b. Wildlife Use Areas 

Deer 

Snowstorms DY- 23 
Snowstorms DY-23 (Elko Co.) 
Snowstorms DY-23 (Crucial, Elko Co.) 
Snowstorms DS- 2 
Snowstorms DS-2 (Elk o Co.) 

Pronghorn 

Snowstorms PY-10 (Elko Co.) 
Hot Springs PY-11 
Snowstorms PY-10 

Bighorn Sheep 

Snowstorms BY-11 
Snowstorms BY- 11 (Elko Co.) 

25,268 acres 
35,359 acres 
8,256 acres 
1 , 130 acr~es 
6,522 acr es 

.50,1 37 acr es 
24, 242 acr es 
13,171 ac res 

12,023 acres 
48,403 acres 

Sage grouse - There are nine sage grouse strutting 
grounds identified on the allotment, however the 
majority of the allotment is identified as general 
distribution for sage grouse. 
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II I . A 11 otment Prof i 1 e 

A. Description 

The Bullhead allotment has a total of 170,456 acres, of which 85% 
is public, and 15% is private lands. The eastern third of the 
allotment lies within the Elko BLM District. Major topographic 
features include the Dry Hills, Snowstorm Flat, Winters Ridge, 
Snowstorm Mountains, and the Castle Ridge area. The area has a 
wide variety of vegetative communities, soils and elevational 
(4,500' to 7,500') differences. Generally, the vegetati on in the 
low elevations is characteristic of the shadscale, budsage, 
greasewood and big sagebrush communities. The higher elevation s 
are typified by big sagebrush communities. 

B. Acreage 

1 • A 1 l otment 

a. 
b. 
C. 

Total acres 
Public acres 
Private acres 

2. Pastures 

170,456 
145,016 
25,440 

The allotment is divided into three use areas. The spr·ing 
use area is comprised of the lower elevational pastures (Dry 
Hills, First Creek, and Castle Ridge Pasture), the summer 
use area (Kinney, Snowstorm Flat, and Kelly Burn Pasture) is 
comprised of the higher elevational pastures and the winter 
use area is comprised of Rabbit Field and the Bullhead 
Seeding. 

The acreage by pasture is as follows: 

First Creek 
Dry Hills 
Castle Ridge -
Rabbit 
Kinney 
Snowstorm 
Upper Kelly 
Lower Kelly 

44,543 
41,890 
19,759 
18,818 
17,770 
16,328 
7,536 
3,812 
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C. Other Information 

1. Coordinated Resource Management Plan (CRMP) 

On July 23, 1982, a Coordinated Resource Management Plan 
(CRMP) was adopted which listed the major problems/issues 
for the Bullhead Allotment. It also developed objectives to 
manage and resolve these problems. The CRMP was accepted 
and adopted. 

As a part of this plan, a voluntary reduction from 12,050 
AUMs to 8,350 AUMs was taken by the permittee. 

Another objective of the CRMP was to establish monitoring 
for all objective s . An allotment monitoring pla n was 
completed in 1986. This plan lists key area objecti ves and 
established a schedule for monitoring. 

2. Allotment Management Plan 

The Bullhead Allotment Management Plan (AMP) signed March 4, 
1985, outlines spring (04/01 to 06/30) and summer (07/01 to 
09/30) rest-rotation grazing systems. Each system has three 
pastures, one of whic h was to have been rested each yea r . 
Winter use pastures (10/01 to 12/15) were also included in 
the plan. 

The spring system was to have been composed of the Ory 
Hills, First Creek and Castle Ridge Pastures. This sys te m 
was never implemented primarily because Castle Ridg e Past ure 
l acks adequate stockwater. New st ockwater has not been 
developed because the pasture is within the boundaries of a 
wilderne ss study area. The AMP outlines an inter im grazing 
system to be followed until Castle Ridge Pasture could be 
included in t he system. Under that system First Creek and 
Ory Hills Pastures were to be alternatel y grazed and rested. 
To balance the available forage, Bullhead Seeding was to 
receive spring use in the years Ory Hills Pasture was 
grazed. 

The summer system is composed of Kinney, Snowstorm Flat and 
Kelly Burn Pastures. 

3. Technical Review Team (TRT) 

A Technical Review Team was created in 1990 to review, 
discuss and develop .methods and practices that relate to 
achieving the Bullhead CRMP planning object ives. In 1990, 
the TRT recommended the following: 
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a . 

May 20, 1994 

The Bullhead Seeding will be used as a holding 
field to facilitate the overall livest ock 
operation. 

b. Winter use in the Rabbit Field will be confi ned 
to the southern portion of the pasture south of 
section six. 

c. Locate and develop suitable sites for a seed in g 
in the Dry Hill s pasture to compensate f or th e 
loss of forage in the Rabbit Field and Bullhead 
Seeding due to miner a l exploration. 

d. Divide the Dry Hills Pasture with the west side 
bein g winter use and the east side spr ing use . 

e. In the short term, continue to use Castle Ridge 
Pasture, but limit use (50-100 head) based on 
the current water availability. In the lo ng 
term, develop water in the pastur e to improve 
livestock and wi ld horse distribution. 
Incorporate this past ure into the spr ·i ng thr2 e 
pastu re rest-rotation grazing system described 
in the Bullhead AMP. 

4. Permit Hist or y 

1983-1988 Seco Inc., leased the base property for the 
Bullhead Allotment grazing pr ivileg es (Bullhead 
Ranch and Kelly Creek Ranch) from owner, Nevada 
First Corporation. 

1986-1988 Seco Inc., managed cattle belong ing to Gene and 
Jody Christison on Bullhead Allotment. Thi s use 
was initiated to allow rest on the Osgood 
Allotment (where the Christisons are permittees ) 
following the Pettit Fire in 1985. 

1987 Nevada First Corporation entered into a limited 
partnership with other partners to form Circle A 
Ranches LP. Thus, Nevada First Corporation 
properties are deeded to Circle A Ranches LP. 
This did not affect existing leases. 

1989 Grazing preference was transferred from the 
Bullhead and Kelly Creek Ranches to the Kelly 
Creek Ranch only. 

1989-1990 Gene and Jody Christi son leased the base 
property (Kelly Creek Ranch) for the Bullhead 
Allotment grazing privileges. 
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1991 

1992 

May 20, 1994 

Control of base property was transferred t o 
Circle A Ranches LP upon exp ira tion of lease 
with the Christisons. 

All matters concerning Circle A Ranches LP were 
quit claimed and conveyed unto Nevada Fi rst 
Corporation. 

D. Objectives 

1. Land Use Plan Objectives 

a. Objec tive RM- 1 

To provide forage on a sustained yield basis t hrough 
natural regeneration . Reverse the downward 
deterioration of public grazing lands by improving 
1,000,000 acres in poor condition, and 400,000 acres 
in fair condition to good condition within 30 years. 

b. Objective WHB-1 

Maintain wild horse and burros on public lands, where 
there was wil d horse or burro use as of December 15, 
1971, and maintain a natural ecological bal ance on the 
public lands. 

c. Objective WLA- 1 

Improve and maintain the condition of all the aquatic 
habitat of each stream, lake or reservoir having the 
potential to support a sport fi shery at a le vel 
conducive to the est abl is hment and maintenance of a 
healthy fish community. 

d. Objective WL-1 

Improvement and maintenance of a sufficient quantit y , 
quality and diversity of habitats for all species of 
wildlife in the planning area. 

e. Objective W-1 

Preservation and improvement of qual ity water 
necessary to support current and future use. 

f. Objective W- 2 

Provision of adequate water to support public land 
uses. 
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g. 

h. 

May 20, '1994 

Objective W-3 

Reduction of soil loss and associated flood and 
sediment damage from public lands caused by 
accelerated erosion (man-induced) from wind and water. 

Objective W-4 

Preservation of threatened, endangered or ecol ogically 
unique plant species and/or improvement of their 
habitats. 

2. CRMP Objectives 

a . Establish prope r long ra nge stocking rates for 
livestock, wild horses and wildlife. 

b. Establish proper initial stocking rates, season of 
use, and pasture sequence of livestock use. 

c. Establish winter range area. 

d. Establish rest-r otation system for spring and summer 
pastures. 

e. Establish a wild horse management plan. 

1) Perpetuate a viable herd whi ch is manageable and 
compatible with livestock operations, wildlife 
and resources available. 

2) Pre ser ve unique types and primit ive musta ng 
mar·k i ngs. 

3) Reduce internal barriers to herd migration 
within wild horse herd area . 

f. Improve condition of riparian habitats, fisherie s , and 
aspen stands. 

g. Preserve wilderness characteristics of Wilderness 
Study Areas within allotment until final wilderness 
designations are made. 
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h. 

i . 

j. 

k. 

7. 

m. 

n. 

o. 

p. 

Q. 

May 20, 1994 

Develop range improvement programs to: 

1 ) Repai r· and up-gr ade current improvements . 

2) Return range capacities to goals of object i ve 
# 1 . 

3) Cont ro 1 pests and noxious weeds. 

4 ) Contra 1 water shed problems. 

5) Enhance wildlife are as. 

6 ) Enhance r•ipar i an , f i she 1·ie s and aspen st.ands . 

Cont i nue public access thr ough allo tment a rea s . 

Establish reasonable AUM demand for wildl i f e . 

Protect sage grouse strutting gr ounds . 

Develop pot ent i a l waterfowl hab i t at s . 

Provide for mini ng activit i es compat ible wit h oth er 
objectives of this plan. 

Coordi nate planning process between Winnemucca and 
Elko BLM Districts. 

Align and develop base prope rt i es to compli ment t his 
plan. 

Assi gn gr az i ng sys tem t o prote ct and enha nce areas 
criti cal t o wil dl ife populat i ons. 

Est ablish monito ri ng sy stems for a ll objective s . 

3. AMP Objectives 

a. Implement a three-pasture rest -rota tion grazing system 
for both the spring/summer country. This will provide 
for better livestock distribution and increased plant 
vigor. 

By 1992 , forage availability will be 12,050 AUMs 
through use of the rest-rot at i on graz i ng syst em for 
livestock and wild horses. 
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Increase forage availability by range improvement 
project s as funding becomes available f rom 12 ,050 AUMs 
to 21,013 AUMs. This would include all mul t ipl e 
resource uses, livestock active and suspended AUMs, 
wild horse use, and current wildl i fe demand. 

b. Establ is h pr oper seasons-of-use and in itia l stockin g 
rate. The CRMP Plan recommended a sea son- of-u se of 
April 1 to December 15 and an in itia l s t ocki ng rat e of 
5, 700 livesto ck AUMs. Refe r to Objecti ve M2 of the 
CRMP Pl an f or additional informati on. 

c . The goa l of t his pl an is t o make gra z i ng by wild 
horses compati bl e with liv estock and wildl i fe graz ing . 
To this end, wi l d hor se use wi ll be red uced f rom 3,0 64 
AUMs to appro ximately 600 AUMs . This wil l meet the 
recommended management levels of 50 head. Refe r to 
page 4 of the CRMP Plan for additional i nfo rmat ion . 

d. Improve the stream habitat in the Bullhead All otment 
from poor condi tion to good (BLM St ream Sur vey Manual 
6 7 40 ) . 

Act i on : Apply a rest - rotation grazing syst ~m to the 
Bullh ead Grazing All ot ment (Obj ect i ve a) . This act i o11 
may not be enough t o improve t he st re ams i n t he 
Bullhead Allotment from poor to good or above , but it 
will cont r ibut e to the ove rall ach ievement of t he CRMP 
obje ct ive . 

e. Impr ove publ ic acc es s on pr i vate and publ i c l a~d s 
t hro ugh const r ucti on of ra nge improvement f aci li t ies . 
Ref er to Obje ctiv e MS of t he CRMP Pl an . 

f . Maint ain and improve wild l i fe and fi she ries habitat 
(as identified in the planning sy stem and recommended 
in CRMP) to a good condition. 

g. Develop a coordinated monitoring plan by Septembe r 30, 
1985. Reliable data on vegetation conditi on does not 
exist, therefore, the objectives developed for t he 
monitoring pl an will become the vegetation objective s 
for thi s pl an. 

4. Rangel and Progra m Summary Object i ves 

a . I ncr eas e availa bl e for age for l iv es to ck t o susta in an 
active pre fer ence of 12,0 50 AUMs. 
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b. 

c. 

d . 

e. 

./: 
I• 

g. 

h. 

May 20, 1994 

Improve range condition on the two seasonal use areas 
(spring and summer) by operating a three-pasture rest ­
rotation grazing system. A deferred rest system will 
be used for the s eeding and proposed seedings. 

Implement a three - pasture rest-rotation grazing system 
for both the spring/summer country. 

By 1992, forage availability will be 12,050 AUMs 
through use of the rest - rotation grazing system for 
livestock and wild horses. 

Increase forage availability by range improvement 
project s as funding becomes available from 12,050 AUMs 
to 21,013 AUMs. 

Establish proper seasons-of-use and initial stocking 
rate. The CRMP Plan recommended a season-of - use April 
1 to December 15 and an initial stocking rate of 5,700 
livestock AUMs. 

Develop CRMP. 

Develop AMP. 

i. Decision to monitor objectives or ecological cond i t ion 
identified in allotment monitoring plan. 

j. Manage range condition to allow big game t o rea ch 
reasonable numbers. Estimated forage use required t o 
achieve thi s is: 

Deer 
Antelope 
Bighorn Sheep 

1,029 AUMs 
101 AUMs 
370 AUMs 

k. Improve condition of riparian areas. 

1. Protect sage grouse strutting areas and associated 
brooding complexes. 

m. Develop potential waterfowl habitat. 

n. Aspen, mountain browse, riparian and meadows are 
critical species or vegetative types. Specif ic 
management objectives will be designed and used for 
these species/types . . 
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o. Improve habitat for the Lahontan cutthroat trout, a 
threatened species, by increasing over al l 
aquatic/riparian habitat condition to good or bette r. 

p. Develop HMP. 

5. Herd Management Area Plan (HMAP) 

a. Wild Hor·se Habitat Objecti ves 

1) Maintain the forage use levels fo r al l 
herbivores within the HMA at a level which does 
not exceed proper use of key forage plant 
species as identifie d by the Little Owyhee and 
Bullhead Moni to ring Pl an . By 1988, provide 900 
AUMs for wild horses in the Snowstorm Mountains 
HMA. 

2) Provide for additional year-round water in the 
HMA. 

3) Improve the free-roam nat ure of the horses 
within the HMA by the in sta llati on of let down 
panel s , and leaving gates open at critical t imes 
during migration. 

4) Acquire data on the home ranges and 
distribution/movement patterns of the animals in 
the HMA to f acil itate evalu at ion of effect s of 
range improvement. 

5) Determine to what extent, if any, horses move 
back and f ort h between the HMAs located in the 
Elko District. 

b. Animal Objectives 

1) Within the AML of 50 adult wild hors es in t he 
Snowstorm Mountains HMA allow the population to 
increase by +35 percent in the HMA befo re 
another removal is considered. The +35 percent 
variance factor would a11ow the population to 
;ncrease to 68 adult wild horses in the 
Snowstorm Mountain HMA before an additional 
reduct ion is considered. 

12 
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2) 

:tc=-.y 20, 1 :}').1. 

Acqui re data on the demographic char acte r·i stics 
of th e wild hor se popul at i on in the HMA t o 
i nc lude i nformatio n on se x r atios , 3ge 
st ruc t ures and young/adu l t ra t io s . These 
par ameters will be analyze d to dete rmi ne 
na tal i ty, mortality and rate of i ncr ea.se . 

:3) Genetica ll y enhance t he ,:::,olo r patte rT1·:c. ~11 t he 
HMA. 

6 . All ot ment Speci f ic Obj ect i ves 

The ~.1l oli'~en+: -~,Dec ific obje c:t~ves tie the CRMP, Ai,:P, Lc,r:c: 
U:~e Pl ans, qp ,s , HMA? .:tnd All ot ment Moni tC i"'~ng Pl J j'! 
obje c tiv9 s i nt o qL:2nt i f i ed object i ves f or t ,1is :_:,,l;ct::-1e,·,-: . 

a . Short Term Objectives 

1) Utilization of key pl ant spe c ie s on wet l3 nd 
riparian habitats shall not exce ed 50%. 

:::) Uti l iza t io n of key •c,t;-eambank :· 1 ;) .,c;1iJ.n p 1 an : 
spec i es in ri carian habitat s 3~a1 1 not s, cee J 
30?~ 011 So u tf1 For k L.'.ttle Hurnbo1d t F-:i1;e1· , c:>,:, '.'7, 
Firs t, Snowsto rm and Wint er s Creek s , and s~d •~ 
not exceed 50% on Kel ly Cree k . 

3 ) Utili zation of key upl and pl ant s pecies sh a~l 
not exceed U-1e all owabl e us e le ·;e i '° ~et f c!l·th -. n 
th e Bullh ead Moni to ring Plan . (See tab le : , 
page s 113- 116 . ) 

b . Long Ten :i 

1~ Manage , mai nt ai n 3nd improve puol ; : ra~ ge'anc 
condition s to prnv i de f or'age on 3. sus t a m ad 
yield bas is for li vesto ck , wit h an i nit i al 
s toc king lev e l of 8 , 350 AUMs . (RM 1. 11, CRMP 
obj . #1 , CRMP obj. #2, AMP obj. # 1, AMP obj . #2 ) 

2) Improve t o and maint a in t he seeded past ur e in 
good cond iti on (5-10 acr es per AUM) . (RM 1.1 1) 

3) Manage, mai nta i n and improve publ i c ra ngel and 
conditi ons t o prnv i de f ora ge on a s us t a.ined 
yi eld bas i s fo r bi g game , wi th an ~nitial fo r·age 
demand of 1 , 029 AUMs fo r mule deer· , 101 AUMs f or 
prong horn, 190 AUMs for bi ghorn sheep . ( \'1L 1 . 2, 
WL 1 . 4 , AMP obj . #6, CRMP obj . # 16 ) 
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a) 

b) 

May 20, 1994 

Improve to and maintain 25,268 acres in 
Snmvstorrns DY-23, 35,359 acres in 
Snowstorms DY-23 (Elko Co.), 8i256 ac ~es 
in DY-23 (Crucial, Elko Co.), 1,130 a•:.r es 
in Snowstorms DS-2 and 6,522 acres in 
Snowstorms DS-2 (Elko Co.) in good t o 
excellent mule deer habi tat condition . 

ImpnJVe to and maintain S0,13 7 a·.:.r.~~. in 
Snowst or ms PY-10 (Elko Co. ) , 24,242 ~c~es 
in H,)t Springs PY-11 and 18,171 in 
Snowstorms PY-10 ac res in fa ir or guud 
pr-01og!·1orn rv1bitat cond i ti on. 

1.: ) I rnpr·ove to dn1J :nctintr:1in 12 10~3 ,:;c··,,;:~ - ·: 
Snows t or ms BY-1~ and 43,403 ~~r·ss ' ~ 
Snowst0rms BY-11 (Elko Co. ) in gcod ta 
excellent bighorn sheep habitat conditicn . 

4) Protect sage grouse strutting gro unds and 
brood ing areas. Maintain a minimum of 30~ 
->,r·cpy c .J'1er o f ::;c1.gebr·ush for nesting 2.nc ,,.;~1-•t .2-· 
::se. (WL 1.23, CRMP obj . #11) 

5) Maintain and improve the free roaming behc't\' 0 01· 

of wild horses by protecting and enhanci ng t ~e 1r 
home ranges. (WHB 1.1, WHB 1.5) 

a) Manage, maintain and improve public 
rangeland conditi ons to provide an initial 
level of 600 AUMs of for age on a sustai nad 
yield bas is for 50 wild horses. (AMP obj . 
!l 3) 

b) Main tain and improve wild horse habitat by 
assuring free access to water. 

6) Improve to and maintain 245 acres of as pen 
habitat types in good condition. (WL 1. 3, F 
1.3, CRMP obj. #6) 

7) Improve to and maintain 544 acres of ripari an 
and meadow habitat types in good condition. (WL 
1.5, AMP obj. #6, CRMP obj. #6) 

8) Improve to or mai nt ai n the following stream 
habitat condit ions on South For k Little Humboldt 
River, Pole, First, Snowstorm, Winters and 
Kelly, and Kinney Creeks from 42% on South Fork 
Little Humb~ldt, 29% on Pole Creek, 46% on First 
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Creek, unknown% on Snowstorm, unknown % on 
Winters Creek, 57% on Kelly Creek and unknown % 
on Ki nney Creek to an ove ra ll optimum of 60% or 
above (WLA 1. 1, WLA 1. 2 , CRMP obj. #6 , CRMP obj. 
# 16, AMP obj. #4 ) 

a ) St reambank cover 60% or above . 
b) St reambank stabi l ity 60% or above . 
c) Maximum summer water temperatures ~e1ow 

70 ,, ~. 

d) Sedimenta t io n be l ow i0% . 

9) I :nprnve t o or n1aintain th e w&.te!· qua.1 ~t:, n f the 
South For k of t he Lit tle Humboldt Ri ~e r : 0 ~13;5 
A 'tiater Qu2.l ity Standards and tt , e f o"1 " ,-;\✓ ing 

b&neficial uses: l i vesto ck dr i nking wate r , co 1( 

wat e r aquatic l i fe, wadin g (wat e r ccnt~ct 
recr eat io n) and wildlife pro pagation. U~ 1. 1 , 
CRMP obj. #16 ) 

Improve t o and maintain the water a~21'. t y 0 r 

Pule, F·ir st, Snowsto ,·1~1, Winte;-s, .:in,j \ e '. ; 1 
Cree\s to the st :ite 1: rit,?: · i: 1 set f er t :'s 
f ·..Jll ~Jwin g benefir:i J_; use·~: L. ~·✓ ~ ~,~c.:, ~, c:t··~n~ .. ~t·•.; 
water, cold water aqGatic l" f e, wad i~s (water · 
contact recreation) and wildlife propagati on. 
Kinney Cree k' s water quality sho~ld meet state 
crite ,·ia for l ~vestock drinking ,1at e r· and 
wi ldl i f e propagation. (W 1. 1) 

E. Key Species Moni tored 

i-'.t::/ up1a11d pl.::rnt spec~es ,1re listed on Table .3 ,:i.~ge-; '13-;1, ~. 
Tab le s are fr om Bullhead Monitc1•ing ?lan - July 1986 

IV. Management Eval uation 

A. Pu r·pose 

The pur pose of th e management eva luatio n is to assess i f cur-rent 
management pra cti ces are meet i ng the al lot ment speci f ic and Land 
Use Pl an obje cti ves and t o i dentify management changes needed t o 
meet objectives . 
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1983 
1984 
198 5 
1986 
1987 
1988 
1 '?.89 
199 0 
1991 

B. Summary of Studies Data 

Mul e 
Deer 

77 
110 
103 
153 
2 46 
367 
336 
260 
2 11 

1. Actua 1 Use 

a . Livestock 

Actual use by livestock is di splayed on Table 1, page 
17. 

b. Wildlife (Existing Numbers) 

Pronghorn 
Antelope 

45 
45 
46 
46 
46 
4 6 
46 
4 7 
4 7 

c. 

Total 

The follow i ng data is based upon NDOW estimates of 
wil dlif e populations in Hunt Unit 066 and obser~atians 
of wildlife distribution. Bighorn sheep were 
rei ntroduced i n 1985 and have bee n augmented since . 

Mule Pronghorn Bighorn Tota l 
Bighorn Deer Antelope Sheep \'ii 'Jdl ife 
Sheep AUM' s AUM' s AUM's AUt-1' s 

0 2'>'> w~ 108 0 3 40 
0 330 108 0 43 8 
9 309 110 22 441 

15 4 58 110 36 S0 4 
20 73 8 110 48 3% 
25 1,1 00 110 60 1, :10 
30 1,0 0 7 110 72 1, 139 
35 7 79 113 84 97 6 
40 632 113 96 g41 

Wild Horses 

Three wild horse gathers have been conducted on the 
Snowstorm Mounta in HMA since 1983. The numbers of 
wild horse s removed during each gat her is as foll ows, 
Census data is on Table 2, page 18: 

RemovR7 Data 

1983 i984 1985 
293 adults 155 adults 214 adult s 
133 foals 44 foals 44 foals 
426 199 258 
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Tab l e BULLHEAD ALLOTMENT ACTUAL IJSE BY LIVES1QCY SUMMARY (Co mpu ted at 9 1% f ederal ran ge ) 

''.) 'P I.:~ 

i g ~ i 

ViU 

1m 

moi 

m1 

:ry H=1;; ?1s:J~E 
Use Jer,~d A~Hs 

r%t 

~3/Q~-Jj/J: Llt 

i/01-G2118 ~ ~ ~ ; 

n1~;-n·31 4~5 
:1,'Gl-12/\: m 

r••' ::::,1. 

:t 

re st 

Fir:it Crest P1stur1; .::st·~ ~~d~-:: :js·_.Je 
rse Fer1od AUNs Cs; ~sr~:c ; jY~ 

rest res~ 

0:1,'06-01/01 

JL/Ot-06/}S 27j~ r· ., 
': ~ ~ 

,]: ;01-0// 1(, jg 7 

G'!/15-ag/30 i J rest 

~a,.1Ho/B 1.!32 r~st 

u H r~st 

O~i t~-Ofi/2:, 1i 1 ~ re~~ 

• Licensed use. ~ot act,al use 

tt ~at! i l sprl~g use i i ~ot i1ai1ab1e for 1;§0. 

K1 nney ~1st11r~ 
Use ;erio~ A~r5 

1 /01-GUi: 

0 /02-01/ 1~ ~~J 

res~ 

07/[,I-P/30 

JS/22-1C/Q5 :=ac r~st 

06/26 - □ a/1 1 ;',f C:-/ 12-ir:.'03 

...... ~ ,­
..:I"""' 

l_ J\!: r 

[!11/ 3u•p Ptiture Rab~it ?astb.e 
~s! ~er1od PUM~ Use ~er1oi JU•s 

rest 

450 rest i/ 17-:1/28 1iJO 

: :/0 -09/~G 1820 :3·:HL'3 1'33 
·~3;'0i-05/31 9:0 U3/~·-~J ... !~ 53 ti/Oi-· ~/2g 725 7394 

C7iQ1-01/ 15 113a 
Gi / 15- □ 9/JO 4~~ 

C3/0H: '2: 
,1nH: /:8 1 ~ 3 73 7 

.J~er 07/01-01/30 178 
res\ 

rest 3774 
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TABLE 2. BULLHEAD ALLOTMENT WILD HORSE NUMBERS BY PASTURE, 1983-1992 (Adults) 

Grazin9 
Year 

1983 
1983 

1984 
1984 

1985 
1985 

19 86 

198 7 

1 9 8 8 

1989 

1990 

1991 

1992 

llOTES - 1) 
2) 

3 ) 

Upper Lower 
Dry Firs t Castle Snowstorm Kelly Kelly Bullhead 
Hills Cree k Ridge Kinney Flat Burn Burn Rabbit Seeding Tot a l 

20 121 66 106 207 0 0 0 0 520 BEFORE 
9 53 29 46 90 0 0 0 0 22 7 AFTER 

13 79 43 70 136 0 0 0 0 3 41 BEFORE 
7 43 2 4 38 74 0 0 0 0 18 6 .O.FTER 

12 7 1 38 62 1 21 0 0 0 () 30 4 BEF ORE 

3 2 1 1 1 18 36 0 0 0 (J ,ii) AF--rER 

4 24 13 21 41 0 0 0 0 ~0 3 

2 9 6 0 0 0 0 0 0 ss 

2 9 1 0 0 0 0 0 C :a.1 

2 87 0 0 0 0 0 0 S·J 

0 59 23 4 0 0 0 0 0 86 

0 114 3 0 6 0 0 0 0 1~0 _ _, 

47 87 34 2 9 1 7 0 0 0 \) -~, ➔ 

NUMBERS REFLECT HORSE GATHERS 7/ 2 6/83 , 7/84 & 8/12/85 
TOTAL NUMBERS & NUMBERS BY PASTURE FOR 1986, 1989-1992, & TOTAL NUMBERS FOR 1984 ARE CENSUS DATA. 
REMAINING MUMBERS EXTRAPOLATED FROM CEIISUS DATA. 
'3RAZHJG YEAR IS MARCH 1 THROUGH FEBRUARY 2 8 OR 2 9. 
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2. Climate 

Precipitation 
For 

Paradise Valley (NOAA Station 1983-91 ) 
Precipitation in Inches 

Year Departure From 30 Year Normal *Growing Season Yearly 

1983 11.43 
1984 3.53 
1985 - . 40 
1986 .79 
1987 1. 79 
1988 .9 2 
1989 - .04 
1990 
1991 - . 01 

6.27 
4.97 
2.04 
2.84 
5.20 
3.29 
4. 18 
4.47 
4.26 

20.59 
12.69 
8 . 76 
9.95 

10.86 
10.08 
9. 12 
7.03 
8.39 

*Growing season is defined as March through August. 

3. Summary of Use Pattern Mapping and Utilizati on .s.t Key .A.r-eas 
by Pasture 

Utilization was collected using the following util iza t io n 
classes: 

Utilization 
Class 
No Use 
Slight 
Light 
Moderate 
Heavy 
Severe 

19 

Percent Utilization 
0% 

1- 20% 
21-40% 
41-60~6 
61-80% 
81-100% 



Bullhead Allotment May 20, 1994 

Ory Hills Pasture 

Ket Area 
DH 0201 

DH 0202 

DH 0203 

DH 0204 

DH 0205 

a. 

Key management area utilization was collected in 1983 , 
1984, 1987, 1989 and 1990, for Dry Hills Pasture . The 
data is summarized on the following table: 

Allowable Utilization 
Sr2ecies Use Levels 1983 1984 1987 1988 199 0 

SIHY 40 9 34 64 i G 
ARSPS 30 12 
STTH2 40 10 28 10 42 40 
SIHY 40 10 11 7 17 32 
STTH2 40 38 16 22 36 
SIHY 40 54 9 20 
ORHY 50 58 51 
SIHY 40 43 36 70 
SIHY 40 27 52 56 

1983 data was collected on 09/08/83 
1984 data was collected on 07/31/84 and 08/01/34 
1987 data was colle cted on 04/04/88 and 04/ 11/ 88 
1988 data was collected on 03/ 14/89 
1990 data v/8 S collected on 07/2 6/ 90 

Use Pattern Mapping was conducted on Dry Hills Pasture in 
1984 and 1988, and is summarized below: 

1984: 

In 1984, utilization on the Dry Hills pasture and higher 
elevations was slight. The area west of the Ory Hills and 
the area from Chimney Reservoir to Kelly Creek Spr i ng were 
used lightly. The range adjacent to Kelly Cree k Ranch and 
~round all watering sources was used moderatel y . Uti li zat io n 
for the pasture was slight. 

Use pattern mapping was conducted on 6/26. 

1988: 

In 1988 the pasture received slight use overall with 
isolated areas of light, moderate and heavy use associated 
with water sources. The only exception to thi s was an a rea 
of heavy use in the northeast corner of the pasture where a 
large community of shadscale/budsage occurs. 

Use pattern mapping was conducted on 4/5 and 4/11. 
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Key Area 
FG 0301 

FC 0302 

FC 0203 

b. First Creek Pastur e 

Key management area utilization was collected in 1987, 
1988, 1989, 1990 and 1991, for First Cree k Pasture. 
The dat a is summarized on tbe follow ing table: 

Species 
AGSP 
ELCI 
CREPIS 
AGSP 
ELCI 
AGSP 
ORY 
SIHY 

1987 
1988 
1989 
1990 
1991 

Use 
50 
50 
50 
50 
50 
50 
50 
40 

data 
dat a 
data 
data 
data 

Utilization 

Levels 1987 1988 1989 1990 199: 

~ 53 
27 56 31 44 

44 42 50 38 37 

~~ 
data co llected 

0 28 11 25 
30 0 0 - r-

30 i ,: , C• 
''-' ,., 

1 7 34 10 
27 50 10 22 14 

was collected on 06/24 - 25/87 
was collected on 07/26/88 
was co lle cted on 07/12,14,26 / 89 
was col lect ed on 11/01 / 90 
was co lle cted on 08/14/91 

Use Pattern Mapping was conducted on First Creek 
Pasture in 1985, 1987, 1988 and 1989, and is 
summarized below: 

1985: 

✓

.
✓ Use on water sour ces was heavy (eg. upl and,riparian, 

q, ~ reservoirs, meadows and stream drainages) . The only rJ° ~ other extensive heavy use ar·ea was near Chimney 
~ ~ \j Je servoi r. Several moderate use areas in the up 1 ands 

'V ~'\ were located prn xi mate to heavy areas. The re maining 
°'- \ upland range was mapped as slight/light use. 

✓ Use pattern mapping was conducted on 8/6 and 8/7. 

1987: 

Severe use was noted around Ernie Spring drainage and 
the associated wetland habitat. Layton Spring road 
was used moderately. The remaining upland areas were 
mapped as light use. 

Use pattern mapping was conducted on 6/24. 
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1988: 

Heavy use was found in this pasture in the southwest 
portion bordering the Dry Hills pasture around Kelly 
Spring and to the northwest of Kelly Spring along the 
fenceline. Wild horse use was evident in Rodear Flat 
itself, but no obvious sign of horse use was found i n 
the basin. Moderate use surrounded the heavy use for 
approximately one half mile. Another area of modet·a.te 
use was found in the basin in the southeastern ha lf of 
the pasture. The moderate use extends for 
appro ximately one half mile. Overall, ut i liza ti on 
levels in the remaining areas of tl1e pas ture Gl:;se ,·vec! 
were considered t o be light with some patc hes of 
s light use intersper sed. Areas t hat were not checked 
are felt to have received either slight or l i ght use 
as depicted in similar terrain. 

Use pattern mapping was conducted on 7/27. 

1989: 

The major i ty of the pastu re was mapped as ~ig ht use . 
The portion of the pasture north of Kelly Creek Spring 
was mapped as moderate. The areas north of First 
Creek, and that portion of the pasture associated with 
Twenty One Creek as it flows in Kinney Field were also 
mapped as moderate use. There were several areas in 
the pasture that are not readily associated t o sto ck 
water, either due to distance or topography, that were 
mapped as slight. 

Use pattern mapping was conducted on 7/12, 7/ 14, and 
7/26. 

1990: 

The majority of this pasture received no use to s l ight 
use. Some light use occurred along the South Fork. 
Light use also occurred along the fence at the 
southern portion of this pasture. 

Use pattern mapping was conducted on 10/30 and 11/01. 

c. Castle Ridge Pasture 

There has been no livestock use in the Castle Ridge 
pasture during the evaluation period due to the lack 
of available water. This pasture lies within a 
Wilderness Study Area which inhibits the construction 
of new water developments. 
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Use pattern mapping was conducted on Castle Ridge 
pasture in 1990. 

1990: 

This pasture showed moderate use primarily in the 
eastern portion and in the Haystac k Peak area. Use in 
the remainder of the pasture was no use to s l ight use. 
The only water sour ce i s thi s pas ture is the South 
Fork of the Little Humboldt River. Heavy trailing by 
wi ld horses near the river was obvious. The use on 
the vegetativ e re source was made by wi ld hor ses . 

Use Pattern Mapping was conducted on 10/30 - 11/ 01 

d. Snowstorm Fl at Pasture 

Ke:i Area 
SF 0901 

SF 0902 

Key management area utilization was collected 
in 1986, 1988, 1990 and 1991 for Snowstorm 
Flat Pasture. The data is summarized on the 
following t able: 

Allowabl e Utili;::at i on 
SQecies Use Level s 1986 . 1988 19 90 
AGSP 50 62 38 19 
ELCI 50 49 37 29 
CAREX 50 no data collected 
PONE 50 no data collected 

1986 data was collected on 09/17/86 
1988 data was collected on 10/ 13/88 
1990 data was collected on 10/30/90 
1991 dat a was colle ct ed on 08/ 14/9 1 

1991 
0 
0 

Use Patte rn Mapping was conducted on Snowstorm Flat 
Pasture in 1986, 1988, and 1990, and is summarized 
below: 

1986: 

Utilization on streambank riparian and the associated 
drainages of Snowstorm Creek, First Creek, Winter's 
Creek and Pole Creek was heavy. The entire western 
borde r of the pasture was used moderate/heavy. 
Utilization on the low sage type was s light/light. 

The date of use pattern map was not recorded. 
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1988: 

The heaviest use in the pasture was found along Pole 
and Snowstorm Creeks and associated springs. Heavy 
use was found along Snowstorm Creek except the last 
one half mile near the Little Humboldt River where 
moderate use was found. At this point, the creek had 
no running water. Snowstorm Flat Spring had severe 
use with adjacent areas having moderate use. Severe 
use was found along Pole Creek and its associated 
springs. The surrounding uplands received moderate to 
heavy use. Light use was found on the Pole Creek Road 
in Section 28, with salting areas every quarte r mil e 
having heavy use. The overall utilization in the 
pasture was considered to be light to moderat e . Gn 
Snowstorm Creek road, the area surrounding the road 
from this pasture fence to Snowstorm Flat Spring was 
moderate while the remainder was light. On Winters 
Ridge road, use was light with the exception of an 
area that had moderate use, due to being a bedding 
ar·ea for cattle. 

Distributio n is as expected based on the locati( .n uf 
water sources and variation in vegetat io n types . 

Use pattern mapping was conducted on 10/13. 

1990: 

Light and moderate use was evident along the South 
F1 rk. Heavy use occurred on the springs and water 
sources in the pasture. The remainder of th e pa~t ur e 
received no use to slight use. 

Data was co llected on 10/ 30 and 11/ 1. 
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e. 

Ket Area 
KF 0601 

KF 0602 
KF 0603 

May 20, 1994 

Kinney Pasture 

Key management area utilization was collected in 1987, 
1988, 1989 and 1991 for Kinney Pasture. The data is 
summarized on the following table: 

A 11 owab le Utilization 
Soecies Use Levels 1987_ .1988 1989 
SIHY 50 67 53 43 
FEID 40 75 68 70 
SENEC 50 19 
POTRT 40 50 
CAREX 50 no data coll ected 
PONE3 50 no data collected 

1987 data was collected on 09/16/87 
1988 data was collect ed on 10/04/88 
1989 data was collected on 10/10/89 
1991 data was collected on 08/14 /91 

] G91 
24 
'0 
4'-

Use Pattern Mapping was conducted on Kinney Past J re i n 
1935, 1987 , and 1989, and is summarized bel ow: 

1985: 

Private lands compris e a significant land area in each 
pasture, primarily along stream drainages , spring 
sources, meadows, basins and riparian areas. Portions 
of these areas would have been mapped in the 
moderate/heavy category due to proximity to wate r . 
Drainages, basins, saddles and spring sources were 
used moderate /h eavy. Heavy use was apparent around 
Kelly Creek Spring and along the Kelly Creek stream 
riparian zo~e . The remaining upland areas were used 
lightly in a uniform manner. 

The date of use pattern
0

mappi~as not recorded . 

1987: /)!/0 ~ ~ ~ ~ 
All lands, public and private were considered in 
developing the use map. The following areas were used 
se verely: Twenty- one Creek, Spring Creek, Kinney 
Creek, First Creek, Kelly Creek Spring, all upland 
meadows, springs and associated riparian. The area 
between Kelly Creek Spring and Kinney Creek and the 
areas bordering the aforementioned were all used 
heavily. The balance of the pasture was grazed 
moderately with the exception of several areas in th e 
western half which were used lightly. 
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Use pattern mapping was conducted on 10/5. 

1988: 

May 20, 1994 

The heaviest use in the pasture was at water 3ources. 
Severe use was found at Kelly Creek and First Creek 
road spring with outlying areas receiving moderate and 
heavy use. The corral area near Kinney Cree k in th e 
southwest portion of the pas t ure also received se~ere 
use with heavy and moderate use f ound along Kin ney 
Creek. Moderate use was found along Spring Cree~ and 
heavy use near undevel oped springs the Crow Nest area 
along Fir s t Creek road. The remainder of the 
a l lotmen t in areas observed was consid e red t o ~e 
moderate . 

Use pattern mapping was conducted on 10/4 and 10/5 . 

1989: 

The majo r ity of the pasture (75%) was mapped at sligh t 
utiliz atio n level. Light use was detected in the :w 
portions of the pastu re on the upland s adjaceGt tc 
Kinney er-eek . The NE corner of the pasture and the 
uplands in the Crows Nest area also received lig ht 
use. The light use areas are either associated with a 
water source or livestock concentration area in t he 
more accessible portions of the pasture. Mode rate use 
level s were revealed along the weste rn boundary ~ith 
First Creek Bas in just inside the fence line. This 
ared is commonly used by l ives tock as a trail ing rOL!te 
to water sources like Kelly Springs Reser voir . 
Moderate use was also detecte d in the uplands north 0f 
Fi rst Creek, and nor·th of Snowstorm Creek akng the 
more accessib le upl ands which are associa ted with 
various private meadows and developed spring. Heavy 
use was mapped along First Creek and adjacent uplands 
as well as the Crows Nest plateau above the First 
Creek drainage area. This area is readily accessible 
to livestock and in fairly close vicinity to water 
and meadows. 

Use pattern mapping was conducted on 10/10. 

f. Kelly Burn Pas ture 

Kelly Burn Pasture has generally been managed as one 
pasture, but is separated by fence into the upper and 
lower portion. 
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Key management area utilization was collected in 1986, 
1987, ~988, 1989 and 1990 for the upper portion of 
Kelly Burn Pasture. The data is summarized on the 
following table: 

Allowable Utilization 
Key Area s12ecies Use Levels 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 
KB 0401 SIHY 

FEID 
SYOR 

KB 0402 POTRT 
KB 0403 TRIFOI 

40 55 57 41 12 0 
40 65 67 68 30 15 
40 14 
40 no data colle ct ed 
50 no data colle cted 

1986 data was co llected on 09/ 18/86 
1987 data was collected on 09/15 / 87 
1988 data was collected on 10/1 2/8 8 
1989 data was collected on 10/10/89 
1990 data was collected on 10/24/90 

Use Pattern Mapping was conducted on Kelly Burn 
Pastures i n 1986, 1987, 1988 and 1989, and is 
summarized be l Ovl: 

1986: 

Utilization on the streambank riparian areas of Kinney 
Creek, Kelly Creek, Winter's Creek and Pole Creek was 
heavy. Meadows, springs and associated r ip ar i an were 
als o heavily used. The Snowstorm basin and Snowstorm 
Creek were used moderately. The balan ce of upl and 
areas were l i ghtl y used or not checked. 

The date of use pattern mapping was not recorded. 

1987: 

The Upper Kelly, Snowstorm Creek, Winter's Cree k and 
Pole Creek drainages were used heavy. Other spri ngs , 
meadows and riparian areas were also used heavily. 
Snowstorm mountain and the southeast corner of the 
pasture were used lightly. The balance of Upper Kelly 
was used moderately. 

The uppe r (eastern) end of the field was used 
mode ra tely. Most of the spring s and associated 
rip arian / meadows were grazed heavy, The ba lance of 
the upland range ar ea s in the central and west ern 
portions of the pasture were used slight/light. 

Use pattern mapping was conducted on 9/16 and 9/ 29. 
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1988: 

Lower Kelly 

The primary source of water in the pasture was Kelly 
Creek. Use along the creek (private) was moderate and 
heavy on the floodplain. The uplands above the 
floodplain had light to moderate use. Follow i ng a 
fenceline road which parallel the Kinney Field, use 
was revealed to be slight to light. 

Upper Kelly 

Severe use was found along Snowstorm Cree k , t he 
springs in the Snowstorm Mountain drain age bas i n and 
along Kinney Creek and associated springs. Heavy use 
was found along Winters Creek with an "undeveloped" 
spring at the junction of Winters Creek and First 
Creek roads receiving severe use. The majority of the 
use in the pasture was moderate to heavy in the 
Snowstorm Mountain drainage basin. Mid-slopes 
received moderate use while heavy use occ urred i n t he 
valleys and drainage. Moderate to heavy use was al so 
found in the Snowstorm Creek and Winter Ridge roads 
area. Slight to light use occurred in the uplands 
above Kinney and Winters Creek. 

Use pattern mapping was conducted on 10/ 5-6 and 10/ 11-
12. 

1989: 

Upper Kelly 

The majority of the pasture was mapped at sl i ght 
utilization levels. Light use levels were mapped in 
the SW portion of the pasture which are uplands 
associated adjacent to water sources or accessible 
uplands or both. Light use levels were also detected 
along Winters Creek and the adjacent uplands. 
Moderate use levels were mapped in the SW corner of 
the pasture associated with two developed private 
springs and the uplands adjacent to Snowstorm Creek. 
Heavy use was detected along Snowstorm Creek and three 
small areas which are salting areas or near trough s . 
The two springs in the SW corner of the pasture also 
displayed heavy use. 
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Lower Kelly 

The vast majority of the pasture (95%) was mapped at 
slight utilization levels. Light use levels were 
mapped along two major drainages and on the upl ands 
above Kelly Creek. Moderate use was detected at the 
mouth of these drainages which are very accessible to 
l i vestock and on the uplands above Kelly Creek. Heavy 
use was mapped on the floodplain adjacent to Kelly 
Creek. Kelly Creek (private) itself was mapped at 
s light utili zation levels, substantial regrow t h was 
evident. 

Use pattern mapping was conducted on 10/10-12. 

g. Rabbit Pasture 

Ket Area 
RF 0801 
RF 0802 

Key management area utilization was collected in 1987, 
1988, 1989 and 1990 for Rabbit Pasture. The data is 
summarized on the following table: 

Allowable Utilization 
S[2ecies Use Levels 1987 1988 1989 19?0 
SIHY 40 10 1 14 ◄ ') 

''-
ELCI 50 14 2 

1986 data was collected on 03/04/87 
1987 data was collected on 04/05/88 
1988 data was collected on 03/14/89 
1989 data was collected on 01/30/90 

Use Pattern Mapping was conducted on Rabbit Pasture 
was collected in 1988 and 1990, and is s ummar iz ed 
below: 

1988: 

No obvious sign of livestock use was found in this 
field. 

Use pattern mapping was conducted 4/88. 
1990: 

The majority of the pasture was mapped at s ligh t 
utili zation levels. Light use was mapped adjacent to 
he Bullhead Seeding in the northern portion of the 
pasture and at Key Area #0802. Moderate use was 
mapped on the remaining pasture. The moderate use was 
detected in the NE and SW portions of the pasture. 
Heavy use was observed to have occurred along Kelly 
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Creek (Primarily on ELCI2) south of where Rabbit and 
Kelly Creeks verge. This area is ver y accessible to 
livestock. 

The SE portion of the pasture has been burned in the 
past and is dominated by annual vegetation. There was 
indication of some livestock use in th is area, however 
it is extremely difficult to determine utilization on 
the present annual for age base. The surr oundi ng 
unburned native vegetation exhibited very l ow 
production and low densities of pe rennial f orag e 
s peci es (e.g. squirreltail). 

The NW port io n of the pasture was not mapped due t :) 
excessive snow cover. The a rea j us t sout h of ~he re 
was heavily disturbed by mining activity and was not 
mapped. 

Use pattern mapping was conducted 1/30. 

h. Bullhead Seedin g 

Key: Area 
BS 0501 
BS 0502 
BS 0503 

Key management area utiliz atio n was collected in 1933, 
1984 and 1986, for Rabbit Pastu re. The data is 
summarized on the following table: 

Allowable 
SQecies Use Level s 1983 1984 1986 
AGCR 50 17 30 49* 64H 
SIHY 40 15 8 39 
AGCR 50 22 40 421-'. 26** 

1983 data was collected on 10/ 18/83 
1984 data was collected on 06/06 /84 and 08/02/84 
1986 dat a was collected on 05/08 /86* and 03/04/87** 

Use Pattern Mapping on Bullhead Seeding was collected 
in 1987 and 1989, and is summarized below: 

1987: 

Approximately 60% of this field received heavy use and 
the other 40% received moderate use with a small area 
of light use in the northeast corner. 

1989: 

Use pattern mappi ng was conducted on 4/11/88. 
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1989: 

The seeding itself is heavily encroached with big 
sagebrush. Only the public sections are see ded . The 
private sections, representing about 40% of the 
delineated area is native range. In the seeded area, 
crested wheatgrass is clumped in small pocket s with 
large areas between clumps having little or no 
observed seeded plants. Even the areas with seeded 
plants have a l ow density . There i s very little 
regrowth evident to the observ ers on this date, the 
plants exhibited poor vi gor·. Many of the plant s 1-1er·e 
dead or dying. Utilization levels on the seeded 
plants were unifonnly heavy to sever-e . 

Due to the pro ximity of the seeding to the Kelly Creek 
Ranch it appears that the permittee uses the seeding 
as a holding field for spring and winter turnout. 

Use pat tern mapping was conducted on 10/3 1. 
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4. Trend 
Trend Data 

Quadrat Frequency 

PASTURE KEY AREA KEY SPECIES 1984 1985 1986 1990 

Dry Hill 201 SIHY 44 72 67.5 
POSE 1 0 1 
ATCO 33 37 37.5 

202 SIHY 58 85 80 
STTH2 27 36 40.5 
POSE 88 98.5 98 

203 SIHY 42 67.5 71 
POSE 97 100 99.5 
STTH2 8 13.5 12 

204 ORHY 16.5 18 
SIHY 64.5 64.5 

First Creek 301 POSE 73.5 99 
ELCI 15.5 1. 5 
AGSP 14.5 4 

302 AGSP 42.5 37.5 
POSE 94.5 100 
ELCI 1. 5 1 

Kelly Burn 401 POSE 81 92.5 
SIHY 69.5 69 
FEID 10.5 14 

Kinney 601 POSE 24 76.5 
FEID 28 31 
SIHY 62 63 

Rabbit 801 SIHY 45 52 
802 SIHY 10 30 

ELCI 29.5 26 

Snowstorm 901 POSE 93 
SIHY 61 
AGSP 17 
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PNC 
0 

PNC 
0 

5. Range Survey Data 

a) In 1978 a range survey was conducted to provide 
baseline data for analysis purposes in the Paradise­
Denio EIS. The survey, along with suitability 
criteria, indicated that 918 AUMs were available in 
1978 for livestock use for the Bullhead allo t ment i n 
Humboldt County. 

b) The Elko Resource Area RMP/EIS indicated that 4,116 
AUMs were avai l able in 1984 for livestoc k use in the 
Bullhead a l lotme nt in Elko County. 

c ) A Phase I Watershed Inventory was conducted on t he 
allotment in Humboldt County in the early 70' s . The 
results of that survey are as follow s: 

[1] Good Condition 
0 acres 

[2] Fair Condition 
25,189 acres (28%) 

[3] Poor Condit ion 
64,568 acres (72%) 

(1] The range condition used in this inventory i s 
livestock forage condition . 

6. Ecological Site In ventory 

In 1987 and 1988 an Ecological Site Inventor y was conducted 
on the allotment. The following is a summary of the 
Ecological Status in the Bullhead allotment. 

Bullhead Allotment (Humboldt County) 

Late Seral Mid Seral Ear· 1 t: Sera l 
19,901 acres (18 . 8%) 3,610 acres (79 .2%) 2 l 118 acres (2 .0 1~) 

Bullhead Allotment (Elko County) 

Late Seral Mid Seral Earl t: Seral 
8 l 277 acres (16%) 43,892 acres (83%) 510 acres ( 1 % ) 

7. Wildlife Habitat Inventory 

a) Priority Species:Mule deer, sage grouse, trout, 
pronghorn, bighorn sheep, Lahonton cutthroat trout 
(threatened species). 

b) Other Game Species: Chukar, Hungarian partridge and 
California Quail. 
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Special habitat features 

1) A special habitat features inventory was 
conducted in August and September, 1977. This 
inventory identified the location and acres of 
special habitats, listed observed plant and 
wildlife species, and documented ocular 
observations of the condition and utilization of 
the se habitats. This infor mation was analyzed 
in the Paradise - Denio EIS. 

2) Ripa rian and meadow habitat - 688 acres tot21 i1 ' 
the allotment. Since pasture s have now been 
created, the breakdown by pastu re is as f a ll ows : 
Kinney - 72 acres; Kelly Burn - 38 acres; Firs t 
Creek - 63 acres, mostly along the S. Fork 
Little Humboldt River; Snowstorm Flat - 361 
acres including 153 acres along the S. Fork; 
Castle Ridge - 1 acres. 

Aspen - 245 acres t otal, with 35 acres in 
Kinney, 196 acres in Kelly Burn, and 14 ac t·es i r•; 
Snowstorm Flat. 

Mountain browse - Snowberry, serviceberry, fnd 
currant are identified in the vegetative 
composition at the higher elevations. 

3) The Special Habitat Inventor y recorded the 
following in 1978: 

Cattle use on springs and asso c iated ripa ri an 
habitat was generally moderate except fOI' the 
Snowstorm Mountain area, where the ave ra ge use 
was heavy. Most wet areas were trampled and 
punched to some degree by livestock. One meadow 
area was rated in poor to fair condition and was 
receiving heavy to severe cattle use. A fairly 
large portion of the summer use area had burned 
and subsequently rested from livestock use, 
resulting in profuse suckering of most aspen 
stands in this area. These aspen stands were 
considered to be in good condition. Other aspen 
stands, generally unburned and/or isolated ones, 
had received moderate to heavy use on 
reproduction and understory vegetation. 
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Use on the South Fork Little Humboldt River was 
moderate to heavy, and wild horses were 
considered to also be impacting the stream. 
Cattle use on First Creek around and on the 
private lands was heavy. Kelly Creek was 
receiving moderate use by livestock and 
contained cutbanks 10-15 feet wide in place s . 
Pole Creek had fair to good cover an t he st r eam. 

d. Habitat Evaluation 

In the absence of big game habitat conditi on a~J trend 
data, a hab i tat evaluation has not been complet ed for 
the Bullhead Allotment. Meadow and as pen uti l iza t ion 
studies have been in place since 193.:, and 198 6 in 
Kinney, Kelly, and Snowstorm Flat Pastures, howeve r , 
data has not been evaluated from the study sites s i nce 
the initial establishment . Meadow, riparian, and 
aspen sites provide essential habitat for deer during 
parturition and young rearing by providing quali ty 
cover and forage. Meadow and riparian areas ar e al so 
essential to Sage Grouse during bro od rearing, again 
by providing qual i ty cover and forage value s . The 
1985 and 1936 finding s on meadows and aspen, ve ri f i ed 
the observations by personnel, during Use Pattern 
Mapping, that meadow, riparian and aspen area s were 
receiving heavy use by livestock which were gr azing 
well into the late summer months. From 1985/ 86 t o 
1992, the grazing license rema ined essentiall y 
unchanged aside from a self imposed reduction i n the 
period of use from a September 30 off date to a 
September 19 off date in 1991, and further red uced t o 
Augus t 30 off date i n 1992. These new off date s are 
sti l l within the traditional hot season, and woul d 
have amounted to only minimal relief fo r mead ow, 
riparian, and aspen sites. It is therefore not 
unreasonable to assume that conditions have remained 
essentially the same on meadow, riparian, and aspen 
sites since 1985. BLM Manual 6630 monitoring 
procedures will be used to evaluate condition and 
trend of big game habitat in the Bullhead Allotment 
before the next evaluation period. 

8. Riparian/Fi sheries Habitat 

a. Description 

The headwaters of the South Fork of the Little Humboldt 
River (SFLHR) originate on the north s lope of the Snowstorm 
Mountains at about 7,000 feet. Several streams are 
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tributary to the South Fork. Those within the Bullhead 
Allotment are First Creek, Snowstorm Creek, Winters Creek, 
and Pole Creek. Kelly and Kenny Creeks are tributary to the 
mainstem Humboldt River. There are many smaller ephemeral 
drainages that flow into the South Fork which have potential 
to support riparian habitat. 

The South Fork flows northerly then westerly for about 21 
miles (within the Bullhead Allotment) before ente ring 
Chimney Reservoir. 11.5 miles of the South Fork of the 
Little Humboldt River flow through public land and have been 
fenced for protection against livestock grazing and hor se 
use. The fen ce was completed in 1985 and later mod ifie d in 
1989. 

The South Fork is slightly to moderately alkaline in natu re 
with an average pH of 8.0 (BLM water quality inventory, 1979 
and 1983; NDOW stream survey, 1988). Flows ranged from 0.48 
cubic feet per second (CFS) (NDOW 1988 stream survey) to 
about 750 CFS during spring runoff period s . 
Lahontan cutthr oat trout (LCT) (Oncorhynchus clarki 
he,,shawi), federally li sted dS a threatened specie s, r·es id a 
in the South Fork Little Humboldt River within the Bullhead 
Allotment. These are remnant populations, geneti cal l y pu,·e 
and native to the Humboldt system. A 1988 NDOW stream 
survey report found that cutthroat trout were the only 
salmonid species found in the enclosed wildernes s study 
area. The cutthroat averaged 113 fish per mile f or an 
estimated population of 424 and were distribu t ed between 
Snowstorm and Pole Creeks. No cutthroat were f ound below 
the confluence of Snowstorm Creek (NDOW 1988) . The South 
Fork once produ ced l arge cutthroat from 12 - 17 inches orior 
to and through 1958 (NDOW). Pot ential LCT habitat with in 
the allotment includes the 11.5 miles of BLM administer ed 
lands along the South Fork extending from Pole Creek tJ 
Rodear Flat, and on Pole Creek (1.5 miles). Other fi sh 
species reported to exist in this system are the Lahontan 
redside shiner, speckled dace, and the Lahontan mountain 
sucker. 

There are no records to indicate that the SFLHR was ever 
planted with hatchery-reared trout. The stream was closed 
to fishing during 1961 and 1962 to protect the fishery 
reso urce. 
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Str·earn Surveys 

First Creek begins its flow in the Snowstorm Mountain s at 
about 6800 feet and flows nor·theasterly for- a.bout six mi 1es . 
The headwaters and the upper three miles fl ow thr ough 
privately owned l ands. BLM stream sur veys on private ands 
and visual observations in July, 1992 ( Table 4, page 4.5) 
indi cat~d poor habitat : condit:,ions. The 7ow8r t hree mi les 
are SLM ddministered public land and fla w th ro ugh a steep 
g1) 1·ge . r"i r ~-~ Creek is ephemeral and is dry during 
moderate: y d(/ year-s. There are undocumented repo, ·ts tha t 
Lahonta.n cutthr-oat tr·out use the lowe:· pa(t~; c:f t t·1e st : e:•J:-i 
f or" spa.v.Jnin~ dur~n g the sprin 9. 

Snowstorm Creek, similar in natur-e t,:, i='1r-s: ·>-~eL·, _ 
approximately eight miles in leng th and oeyins its flo w ~~ 
the 7200 foot l e\ 1e l. The headwaters and the upper· cne hd ~ f 
of the stream flow through private land with only the 90: ·ge 
area transve r sing public land . There is no habitat 
condition sui·vey on Snowstorm Creek, but pe,so nai 
observations in 1991 and 1992 by the Dis trict Fi 5h 
Bio l og~st lnd1cate little difference in f-;ab j t ,x'c. ,::.1r,cJitl::,, ·, 
and LahonLrn c:ut t 1·u-.Jat tr c,ut oc,:::.urTenc e fr-r) :,, ::i 1·st C:·eE:t .. 

Winters C;-ee k, an ephemeral stream, ori8i nates at :he ,OC'C' 
foot level on the Snowstorm Mountai ns and fl ows easterlt ~o 
the South Fork Litt le Humboldt River. Approx~mat e1! 2.5 
miles of t:.his f our mile long stream f7rn~ tllt"ousih ;.-:··"'va~e 
land. The public porti on of the strea~ f o~s ~hr"c~01 a 
steep and spectacu 7 ar gor-ge. ,he ccnd it: 70n of the (i pa r· i.:l.n 
habitat r ctnges fr om poor t o excellent, depan ding a~ 
livestcc', ac~ess i bi7it1 . Poet' habitat ·::ondi'.:;,: ,1·1·:., -~.:L -: 
throus~~1out must \.Jf the u~pe,· wate rs r~8d ,:;)i·~vatt=-.J . i.,1t.ic!~ \:·f 

this area f·,as ~i~t1e r·iparL 1n ve9etat ~c,n resul-:in 3 '!"1 t ·,':: 
enc ro ;_'lchment of upla nd spe ,::ies to the s:1 ·e, ,n1t.2ril,s . 2-s~t .:=;•· 
habita'.:. cond~tions pr-evai'1 where the canyon becomes stee;;tol' 
and narrower. Thi s area (most l y public) consi sts of cen se 
stands of aspen, willow, and rose making it impassable to 
l lvestock. 

Prev ious undocumented reports and personal communications 
indicate that Pole Creek supports a population of Lahontan 
cutthroat trout. In July of 1992, LCT were observed in the 
,ower reaches cf Pole Creek by the P-D Fi shery Bi,1l eigist . 
This was later - conf irmed by an NDOW stream sur-vey c rew. 
This small perennial st r·eam has midsummer· fl ows les::: th an 
one CFS. Pole Creek begins its flow at 7800 feet an the 
east s ide of the Snowstorms and flows appro ximatel y 5 niiles 
to the South Fork of the Little Humboldt River. BL~ stream 
s urveys (Table 4, page 44) show poor stream conditions 
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throughout the priv ate and public portion s of Pole Cree k. 
Vi sual observ ation s in July of 1992 by t he P- D Fishery 
Biologist indicated that condit i ons on Pol e Cre ek wit hi n the 
Bullhead Allotment were within acceptable l imi t s . Lack of 
qua l i ty pools, bank cover and poor bank sta bility are t he 
pr imary limiting factors lead i ng to thi s condition . The 
stream almost entirel y flows thr ough pr i vat e land, witr~ the 
las t mile bei ng on BLM admini ste red pub1ic land. 

The Bureau' s st andard strea m habit at survey c!oc~:11ents ,_,, ::~ .. :1 

sca l e habitat deterior-atio n thro ughout most cf Fir-st .:1:;::\ 
Pole Creeks . Visua l observa t io ns indicat e '.ci1n·. 12;·· 
c.onditions un vlinte ,·s .'\nd Sno,1stonn Cree :.-.~. ~-\swell . 
Suusequent mor:it or·in g has d,)CL1,,1er1ted the c-:JnC::i~ :c: ~I"=.:<: , , 
be ~~tati r_; cJ( dl:wi·,\-iar·d !.Jn t.r1ese Sou:} ... , Fork t ···ibu~:-.: ~e::.. ~- :.r ~ 

r·i pctr'ian condit fons appear to be n1ainly en p:·ivat,s ~2.1.d,; 

thro ughout t he Win t er s , Snowst orm, and First Cree~ 
dra i nages . These conditions di rectly i nfluence s~rea~ 
habi t at downs t ream on BLM adminis t ered publ ic land s . 7~e 
pr·ima ry cause appears to be concent:·ated livest'. :ck <:V•::t:ir ,,; 
;•ii1d 1vi ld hor·" ,L~s. 

~:eny C:1 eek ·;:·igin,:l t ,:=:::, ,:;n th e ·,..;e:-t side of ths ':n·:.:., :,.~·;;·r: 
:11c.u11t2tins .~nd flews ·in~ r,ester""ly dir"ect ion . Nec.r~v 2.l~ GT 
Kelly Creek witl1in the Bul l head All otment lie s in pr~vat e 
land s wit h the exce ptio n of a one mile reach near the 
headwate rs . A 1987 BLM stre am sur vey showed f a ir 
condit i ons . Rainbow and broo k tr out appear to be t: ·:e only 
salmoni d species in this syst em. 

Kenny Cr·eek originates on th e west s id e of t he Snowst o:·m 
MounL1 in s near r<e 11 y Creek . No BLM st r·eam su r·veys have bo.e·1 
conducte d as t his st ream li es near ly enti re ly on pr iva t e 
lands . The re appar ent l y are no Lahont an cutthroat tr cut ~,, 
this syste m. 

The potential for recreational use of the Bul lhead Al l otment 
i s very high. Improvement of f i sh and wil dl i fe habi t at will 
be tr ansl ated to i ncrea sed hunting and fi shin g opportunit ies 
and other outdoor recreation. 

b. STREAM HABITAT CONDITIONS/SURVEYS 

St ream survey data has been col l ected on th e SFLHR since 
1976 utilizing th e method ol ogy f ound in t he BLM 6671 Stream 
Survey Manua l. Str eam hab it at condi tions on the South Fork 
have ran~ed fro m poor t o good. Table 4 shows th at the 
Habita t Condi tion Inde x (HCI) f rom 1976 and 1990 has ra nged 
f rom a low of 33% (poor ) t o a high of 60% (good) . The 
l oca ti on of t hese stat ion s (S-1, S-2, S-3, S-4 ) are shown i n 
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figures 1 through 3, which were included in December 9, 1992 
draft evaluation. Future monitoring will occur eve ry other 
year and will employ stream survey methodologies, desc ri bed 
in BLM manual handbook 6720-1 Aquatic Habitat Invento ry and 
Monitoring and BLM manual 6671 Stream Surveys. 1991 f i eld 
observations by the Paradise-Denio Fishery Biologist 
indicate that conditions have improved above 60% as 
evidenced by improved width to depth ratio and i ncre ase d 
bank cover and bank stability. Continued annua l mainta nance 
of the South Fork fence exclosure and future wi ld hors~ 
gatherings should continue to improve r i parian s t ream 
condi tions. 

A comparis on of changes in perc ent habita t opt ~il'IUfn t,:::1-1-::c:·1 
1976 and 1990 show a gradu a l improvement in habit at 
conditions on the South Fork of the Li tt l e Humboldt Ri ver 
(SFLHR) over the past 10 years (Table 4, page 43). In it i a l 
habitat ratings of 63 and 52 found in 1976 and 1977 dec l in ed 
further to 38 percent by 1983. The declines in habita t 
condition in 1983 was most likely attr i buted t o the 1983 
high water event, livestock graz i ng, and wild hor ses . These 
conditions prnrnpted cons truction of u~e South For !; E:,•::l csur e 
Fence in 1985. Rip arian habitat conditi ons began t o re spond 
fav orably with 1990 showing a rating of 58% of opt imum, an 
increase of 21% in seven years. 

In 1990, a cooperative agreement was establi shed with Corde x 
Exploration Company whereby Cordex agreed to accept annual 
fence maintenance responsibilities for the excl osure fence. 
Although stream surveys have not been conducted on the SFLHR 
since 1990, personal observations by the BLM Fi sher y 
Biol ogist in October of 1991 indi cated continuing 
improvements being made with regard to stre am habitat 
condition s . Although this area has been expe ri enc i ng a s.htf 'i 
consecutive year of drought, es tabli shment of ~aody r i pa r ian 
vegetation along with a significant narrowing of the s t re am 
channel and improved width to depth ratio are evidence of 
this improvement. 

FIRST CREEK 

As mentioned previously, stream habitat condition surveys 
conducted on First Creek from 1976 - 1988 wer·e conducted on 
pr·ivate land. The lower three miles of BLM admini s tered 
lands were not surveyed probably due to dense stands of 
vegetation and poor acces s . This reach flows through a 
steep, na r row gorge which acts as a natural exclosur ·e. 
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A comparison of changes in percent habitat optimum between 
1976 and 1988 show declines in habitat conditions on Fir s t 
Creek on private land (Table 4, page 45). Stream habitat 
condition ratings of fair recorded in 1976 declined to poor 
by 1988 when the private land portion of the stream was 
considered. This area was briefly visited in 1991 and 1992 
by the Paradise-Denio Fishery Biologist where stream habitat 
still appeared in poor condition due to heavy concentrations 
of livestock in riparian areas during the hot sea son 
combined with the sixth consecutive year of dr ought. Major 
limiting factors on the private land portion include poor 
pool-riffle ratio, an absence of quality pools and poor bank 
cover and stability. Heavy sedimentation of the stream 
bottom cont inues to be a limiting fa ctor throughout th e 
str·ea m's length and is most likely washing downst ream ant :: 
the public section. 

OTHER CONSIDERATIONS 

Because it is a high gradient stream, Fir st Creek i s 
especia ll y pr one to erosion problem s in the absence of a 
healthy, vigorous riparian zone. Severe erosion in th e:: f ,mil 

of downcutting , acce ler at ed transport and deposit io n 0f 
gravel and fine sediments, and mass wastir g of stre amb3nks 
are occurring throughout the upper Fi rs t Creek system. 
Localized areas of cutting have greatly increased since 1976 
as a result of a deteriorating riparian zone combined with 
the effe cts of record flooding in 1981 and 1984. A 
sig nificant decline in woody riparian vegetati on has a l so 
compounded erosion problems. Heavy live stock use on emergent 
will ows is preventing regeneration which may eventua ll y lead 
to a total loss of willow. Bank trampling and overuse of 
riparian forage by livestock are clearly the cause of poor 
habitat conditions. 

SNOWSTORM CREEK 

Snowstorm Creek, similar in nature to First Creek, has been 
surveyed only once in 1976. Results of the 1976 survey 
showed that the habitat condition rating was 57% of optimum. 
Personal observations by the Paradise-Denio Fishery 
Biologist in October of 1991 and 1992 showed degraded 
conditions along the privately owned reaches of Snowstorm 
Creek. The lower half of the stream (BLM) is in a deep gorge 
which offers natural protection from livestock grazing and 
wi ld hor se use. 
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WINTERS CREEK 

No stream surveys have been conducted on Winters Creek by 
the BLM or NDOW. Visual observations by the Paradise-Denio 
Fishery Biologist in October of 1991 and 1992 showed that 
the condition of the riparian habitat ranged from poor to 
good depending on livestock accessibility. Poor riparian 
habitat conditions exist throughout most of the priva tely 
owned upper watershed. Better stream habitat conditi ons 
prevailed where the canyon became steeper and nar rower and 
prevented livestock access. 

POLE CREEK 

Pole Creek was f ir st surv eyed by the BLM in 1S70, the n 
resurveyed in 1982, 1983, 1985, 1987, 1988, and 1990. Oat~ 
on habitat parameters was collected during a ll sur veys , 
while undocumented reports and personal communications 
indicate that Pole Creek may still support a populati on of 
Lahontan cutthroat trout. In July of 1992, observat ions of 
LCT in Pole Creek were confirmed by t he P-0 Fishery 
Bio l ogist and d.n NDOW Str-earn Survey Cr-ew. 

Stream Hctbitat Conditions 

Table 4 shows that habitat conditions oh Pole Creek have 
remained poor since the 1976 survey. Although only one mile 
of Pole Creek is on BLM, both the BLM and privately owned 
sections provide access to livestock. Major limiting fa ctors 
on both private and public land portions include a poor 
pool - riffle ratio, absence of quality pools and poor bank 
cover and s tability. Heavy sed imentation of the stream 
bottom continues to be limiting throughout the stream' s 
lengt h. 

Because it is a high gradient stream, Pole Creek is 
especially prone to erosion problems in the absence of a 
healthy, vigorous riparian zone. Localized areas of cutting 
have greatly increased since 1976 as a result of a 
deteriorating riparian zone combined with the effects of 
record flooding in 1983 and 1984. Bank damage in the form of 
trampling and overuse of riparian forage by livestock are 
important causes of poor habitat conditions. 

A 1992 stream sur vey by NDOW (unsummarized) and visual 
observatio ns by the P-0 Fishery Biologist indicated that 
habitat conditions along Pole Creek were within acceptable 
limits (HCI2_60). 
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A review of actual use records for Fir st, Winte rs, 
Snowstorm , and Pol e Creeks shows gr·az ing f1as bee n t yp1ca liy 
summer long in these a reas . Woody ripar ian vegetat ion , 
critical for stabilizing degrading streams , has been heavily 
browsed whi l e regeneration is lack i ng. Actual use recor ds 
show grazing has occurred during the hot season most years . 

Bullhead Stream Survey Dat a 

St: ·eam/Ripa;-ian Habitat Condition Cl assification (?~ o f Habitat Optimum) 

70-100~ - Exce ll ent 
0 0- G 97S .. _ GDtJd 
50 -!59~~ - Fa.~ r 

0-.:19,; - Poer 

Table 4. South Fork, Li ttle Humboldt River Stream Survey Data 

South ~ark , Little Humboldt River, Little Humboldt Allotme nt (Elko BLM) 

J0.t8 Percen t Bank 
,JT Su ,·v ey of 0 e ··cent Cover· 

2,U ( \ I ~\/ AgenGy Optimum 2,ed i ment ·.ti on '"t.: \ ., Oot . 

(Objec tive Levels) >60 < 10 ·, 6 0 

7/2 1/ 77 BLM 52 54 63 

South Fork , Little Humboldt River, Snowstorm Flat Pasture, 
Bullhe ad Allotment 5- 3, 5-4 

1;'2 7/ 76 B~H ".) ~ 
-· t) ~ 3 31 

S/17/83 BLM 39 41 35 
9/2 4 /::',5 SLM 41 ,., ,., 25 ~ '-

j _/10,.135 BLM 49 ")0 ~' ._JfJ .., ' 
8/13/,'37 BLM 28 57 44 
10/11 /9 0 BLM 63 45 63 

South Fork, Little Humboldt River·, Castle Ridge Pasture, 
Bullhead Allotment 5-1, 5-2 

9/28/76 . BLM 62 52 56 
S/ 17/ 83 BLM 43 2 1 38 
;3/12/85 BLM 42 19 25 
'j/1 0/36 BLM d.5 41 27 
8/ 13/87 BLM 53 21 30 
9/20/8 8 NDOW 60 42 72 
10/11/90 BLM 4 1 31 30 

42 

Bank 
St abi l i 

i ( ;~ Opt 
( 

, 130 

61 

38 
20 
39 
'lC' ,_,_, 

34 
64 

63 
46 
39 
35 
40 
67 
71 

y 
· .. ~·~ter 

! empt· r-.3. 4:-~ ··e 
,- I 

70 

~'.~ 
.., . 
! ! 

68 

68 
71 

62, 
~,., 
:) .:. 



Bull head A 11 otment May 20, 1994 

South Fork , Little Humboldt River, a 11 stations 

Date Percent Bank Bank Water 
of Survey of Percent Cover Stability Temperature 

Sur·vey Agency Optimum Sedimentation (% Opt.) (% Opt.) ( ) ~) 

(Objective Levels) 260 i_ 10 >60 l 60 00 

9/ 28/ 76 BLM 63 45 48 54 (: 0 
, _; I J 

7/21 /77 BLM 52 54 63 61 
1982 BLM 47 36 34 25 
2,/ i 3/83 BLM 38 18 32, 39 - ' I ' 

8/ 12/8 5 BLM 54 23 25 39 
9/ 10 /, ': 13 BL.M 45 40 27 34 
3/ 13/ 87 BLM 48 36 34 - ,., .;,,:> 

~o 
t:, '-' 

q ' "n ;o o - I c.., '-"-' NDOW 60 42 ~') 
I'-- 67 :12 

10/ 11/ 90 BLM 59 33 43 63 
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Pole Creek 

Date 
of 

Survey 
Survey 
Agency 

(Objective Levels) 

1976 
1982 
1983 
1985 
1987 
1988 
1990 
1992 

BLM 
BLM 
BLM 
BLM 
BLM 
BLM 
BLM 
NDOW 

Percent 
of 

Optimum 

_ >60 

43 
27 
36 
29 
32 
32 
32 
56 

Bullhead Stream Survey Data 

Percent 
Sedimentation 

< 10 

17 
4 
0 
0 
4 

49 
21 

Bank 
Cover 
(% Opt.) 

>60 

58 
42 
34 
28 
44 
28 
44 
73 

All stations - Snowstorm Flat Pasture 

Snowsto rm Creek - Snowstorm Flat Pasture 

9/29/76 

Date 
of Survey 

Sur·vey Agency 

(Obje ct i ve Level s) 

57 

Percent 
of 

Optimum 

77 

First Creek Stream Survey Data 

Percent 
Sedimentati on 

< 10 

Bank 
Cover 
(% Opt.) 

>60 

First Creek, Snowstorm Flat Field, Bullhead Allotment 

8/29/76 BLM 
8/16/83 BLM 
8/12/85 BLM 

57 
48 
49 

24 
7 
44 

44 

77 
37 
28 

Bank 
Stability 
(% Opt.) 

~60 

73 
39 
31 
38 
34 
34 
50 
77 

73 

Bank 
Stabilit y 
(%Opt.) 

73 
61 
40 

May 20, 1994 

Water 
Temperat ure 
_c__o 

64 

47 

Water 
Ternperatur·e 
( ' F) 

<70 



Bullhead All otment 

First Creek (all stations) 

May 20, 1994 

Dat e 
of 

Survey 
Survey 
Agency 

(Objective Levels) 

8/ 29/ 76 BLM 
1982 BLM 
8/ 16/83 BLM 
8/ 12/85 BLM 
8/ 14/87 BLM 
t 9/ 12/88 BLM 

Percent 
of 

Optimum 

_2_60 

57 
Dry 
48 
49 
35 
33 

Percent 
Sedimentation 

< 10 

24 
42 
7 
44 
53 
86 

Bank Bank Water 
Cover Stab i 1 ity Temperatur e 
(%Opt.) (% Opt. ) -CTl 

~60 >60 <70 

77 73 
41 
37 6 1 
28 40 
27 50 
25 38 

* 2 of 3 stations were dry. 

All stations in Snowstorm Flat Field 

* Firs t Creek Stations - pvt. 

Kelly Cree k 

1977 
1987 

BLM 
BLM 

59 
57 14 66 72 

9. Wild Horse and Burro Habitat 

Utilization st udi es data in dic ate s that the ut i li zati on 
obje ctives for wild horse habitat on the up13nds have 
cons i ste ntl y been met th roughout the HMA. Over t he per ~cd 
UPM has been conducted and heavy use has been asso:iated 
with waters. 

Wild horses use the area yearlong; however, there i s limited 
use of the summer pasture s due to fences. Seasonal 
distribution data shows horses concentrated in First Creek 
and/or Castle Ridge pastures near the South Fork of the 
Little Humboldt River. There is usually a small herd in the 
Ory Hills. 

A complete (4 seasons) seasonal di stribu t ion has not been 
complete d. 

45 



Bull head Allotment May 20, 1994 

There are numerous water sources within the HMA. However, 
per ennia l and in t ermittent springs and seep s are 
concentr ated in the higher elevations, in the summer 
pastures. Eleven stock reservoirs and two wells 
intermittently produce water. Water gaps in the Sout h Fork 
of the Little Humboldt River at Rodear Flat and Cas t le Plac e 
(private ) provide dependable year-rou nd water . 

There is no detailed data at pres ent regarding migrat ion 
routes, or movement in respon se to climat ic conditions such 
as the present drought. It is believed that historically 
hor ses have use d the higher elev ations as summer ran ge. 
Division fe nces const ructed in the allotment since the 
adoption of the CRMP agree ment in 1982 have re str i cted horse 
movements. 

10. Water Qualit y Sampling 

a. South Fork of the Little Humboldt 

Some water qua lity parameter s were tested in :976 as 
part of the s t rea m survey. A more extensive Wdter 
quality l ab ana lysis was done in 1983 and at three 
locations in August, 1977. Additiona l : ab analysis 
was done at two locations in May, July and September, 
1979. 

Stream temperatures were quite var iab le ra nging fr om a 
low of 46°F in May, 1983 to a high of 79 ' F in Ju l y, 
1979. The pH ranged from 6.89 to 9.3 and total 
dissolved solids from 45 to 570 mg/1. Phosphat e 
ran ged from 0.01 to 0.60 mg/1. Fecal co liform was 
only above detectable levels once, when it was 90/100 
ml. in September, 1979. Dissolved oxygen was only 
teste d i n 1976 when it was 10 mg/1. 

b. Creeks 

Pole Creek was sampled in May, July and September of 
1979 and May, July and September of 1982 and the 
results analyzed by a water quality lab. Four of the 
parameters listed on Table 5 were also tested in 1976 
during the stream survey. 

Water qualit y samples were collected and analyzed at 
two locations on First Creek in May, July and 
September, 1982 and at one location during the same 
months of 1979. In addition, four of the parameter s 
listed on Table 5 were also measured during the 1976 
str-eam survey. 
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No water quality data was collected on Snowstorm, 
Winters, Kelly and Kinney Creeks. 

Temperatures on Pole Creek ranged from 48 to 66"F and 
pH from 6. 7 to 8.25. Turbidity was often high with a 
maximum reading of 30 TDS in May, 1982. TDS ranged 
from 62 to 150 mg/1 and alkalinity from 31 to 73 mg/l. 
Phosphates and nitrates ranged from nondetectable to 
0.14 mg/land 0.73 mg/1, respectively. Fecal c:Jl i form 
was 10/100 ml or less for all but the Septembe r , 1932 
sample which was 300/100ml. Disso lved oxygen was 9 
mg/1 the only time it was measured. 

Mos t of the riparian area along Pole Creek is private 
land. The creek was sampled on public l and ard it i s 
difficult to determine whether the water quality 
problems are coming from private or public l ands 
without a second sampling site. 

Temperatures on First Creek ranged from 52 to 73 ' F and 
pH from 7.0 to 8.5. Total dissolved so l ids were low 
rangi ng from 14 t o 175 mg/l and turbidit y was r~igl1 in 
the spring when it got up t o 17 TDS. Nitrat es ran ged 
up to 1. 2 rng/1 and phosphate s up to 0. 20 mg/1 . Fe1.::a7 
coliform levels were less than 100/100 ml all ni ne 
times that they were tested . Alkalinity ranged from 
37 to 72 mg/l except for one sample t hat was 271 rng/7. 
Dissol ved oxygen was not tested. 
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Table 5 South Fork of the Little Humboldt River 

Dissolved Total Hardness Turbi d Hy pH Water 
Oxygen Alkalinity Mg/L JTU's Temp. 

Date Mg/L Mg/L ' F 

9-76 ' 10 90 60 8 6.89 60 

5-79 2 20 8.55 63 
45 8.0 50 

7-79 2 9 8.2 79 
') 7.9 63 '--

198 2: 10. 9 7 . -+ 

6-84 3 48 7.6 

8-84 ; 

I 

9-88' 77 Clear 8. 48 

82 2 

Snowstorm 10.5 7. 5 70 
Creek 

·l 
82" 
First Creek 8.4 8.0 

~ 

82" 
Pole Cree k 16. ·1 6 . CJ f) ; 

BLM St ream Survey - 1976 
2 Chi nook Research Laborato r ies , Inc 1979 
3 BLM 1984 Annual Water Qual i t y Anal ys i s R2:Jort f or ~Jev.~1J :1. 
4 NDOW 1983 Str-e am Survey Report 

co, Conductivity 
Mgi'L 

4 

237 

72 

1994 

Sulfate Totai Fecal 
Coliform Coliform 

11 18 0 
13 400 G 

_Q 0 _Q_ 
10 0 0 

5260 10 

4208 ') ') 
t...L 

(50 



3u~l head Allotm ent 

1~. Miner a l s Devel upment 

◄ t"', ("i ,4 
: ,J :'"i' 

a. As 0 f tl1is dat e (12/ 01/9 3) Hanson Resources ( Go1d Fi e 1ds Ope~at~ng 
Company - Chimney Cree~ ' s (GFOC-CC) par ent con1pany has sold GFOC­
CC to Santa ce ~ac i f ic Gol d Corp . Rabbi t Cree ~ and Chimney Creek 
:·-1rne·:; are now ot:er·at ed under a consolidated management and :1r-e 
~nown as the Twin Creek s Mi ne. We do not yet have a ca~ so lidat ed 
P1 an of Operati ons . The only immediate effe ct Jn 9r3 z in g e~pect ed 
1s t he poter1::~a~ move of t he sou th end of the ope rat ior ' s \•1es-:. 
boundar/ Fence f1 01n the east s~de of :he access roacJ t o the 1~1=st 
side . Thi•; v1111 terx,ve an additional small amount c f f o:-395 ft-•.Jm 
.:1v_:,1Lb ·; 1ity L :r- gr·a.:zing, but wil l als o elirnir Mt e t he! e fJ')::-::....-s ~,f 
c~~tle t o th e traf fic a l ong about three miles of that ro ~J . 

0/e r t~·,e rie.-~t thr ee to f i ve years, t~ 1e incr e~=ts.ec ecc,nu;11/ :.=•i : .. c.:,-:s 
cha nges i n minrng plans, and tl1e pos si b1e deve 1oprn~,1: ,Jf ti ·1e 
Sec ti on 30 ore body , may impact more public 1and . We ara 
expecting expansio n of the exi stin g ope ra t ion , but ·rJe no net "nm, 
to what ex tent that expansi on w i 1 7 i nvo 1 ve la nds out side tr ,e 
present ope r·at i 1..m buunda ri es . \tie project the pote nt i .,~ 7 /"e:n::..va l 
fr oir: sir--:(:: 11:3 uf ;:iqothe r 2000 2c, ·e s cf public land. 

o . c/ ,::~or, =it~un an,~ dr-.,velopinent of ,1hat hacJ been t he c1·:·n1i";e/ C,i:·<3' 
M·111e , in the Dry :-!ill s pasture, has ~1npacted the r·a.nge reso1..r :s :::. 
and affe cted management of l ivestock in the Rabbi t and Dry µ;1;s 
pastures and t he Bullhead Seeding . 

1) The fe nced ope~at ing ar ea wi th its associa te d roads , m;~~ng 
and milling fa cilit i es , pipelines, settl i ng ponds, ::\i:C~ l":e,'q:, 
leach pads has excluded approximat el y 6000 acr es of 
r angeland from grazing wit h the loss of th e assoc~ated 
f orag e estima ted at 250 AUMs. 

2) GFOC-CC has cooperated in the ~evel opment of impr ov&d 3~t 
increased lives t ock water sourc es and fa ci litie 3 ty 
providing water via a pressurized line to an e~isti ng SL~ 
pipeline and troughs, as well as several new sour ces whi ch 
will improve di s tributio n . 

c. What had been Rabbit Creek Mining Inc .. (RCMI, a subsidiary of 
Santa Fe Pacific Gold Corp . ) has impacted the range resources and 
aff ected management of livestock in the Rabbit Pasture and the 
Bullhead Seeding by their exploration and development of the 
Rabbit Creek Mine, which is entirely on pr iv ate land . ~riva ta 
gr-azing lease s have been cancel ed on sect i ons 19, 29, and 31 of T. 
39 N., R. 43 E. About 2000 acres of pri vate land have been 
fen ced , affe cting catt le movement and dist r ibut io n. RCMI has 
prov ided some a lternate li vest ock water so ur ces, thereby improving 
d is tribution. 
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d. Santa Fe Pacifi c Gold has recently begun renewed 
expl ora t io n/d evel opment drilling in area s adj acent t o t he Twin 
Cree ks oper at i on. Explorat io n away fr om the mine has s lowed, and 
i s not expected to Si gnificantly impact range resource s or 
~ive st ock management. 

V. Conc lus i ons 

Concl usions wi l l be made on a pasture bas i s , based on whether e r nGt ~he 
shor t t e rm object i ves are be i ng met. 

A. Short Ten n 

1 . Utiliz~t ion o f key pl ant spec 1es on wetland r 1pa~i~n 
habitats sha 1 1 not exceed 50%. 

2. Uti lization of key streambank ripari an pla nt speci es in 
r iparian habitats shall not exceed 30% on t he South For k 
Little Humboldt River, Pole, Fir st, Snowstorm and Winte r ' s 
Cree ks , and sha 11 not exceed 50% on Ke 11 y Cr-eek. 

3. Uti l iz at ion of ~ey upl and pl ant speci es sh~11 nat exceed \h e 
All owable Usi: Level (AUL) se t fort h "n th8 Bul ; he-:-,:_j 
Monit or i ng Pl an . 

Firs t Creek Pasture: 

1. 

,., 
-) . 

This objective has not been met. In 1985, 1987, and 1988 
heav y use occu rre d by ca ttle and wild horse s on 
wetland/riparian habitats. Ernie Spring and as soc i at ed 
wetl and habit ats , Chimney Creek, and Twenty One Creek 1-,ave 
had heavy use as soci ated wit h th em. 

This obj ecti ve has bee n met. 

This objective has been consistently met througho ut the 
evaluation period. 

Ory Hill s Pasture: 

1. There are no wetland riparian habitats in this pasture . 

2. There are no streambank riparian habitat s in this pas t ure . 

3. The up 1 and objective has not been met. I n 1984, 1987 , i:'.nd 
1988 the all owable use le vel s were exceeded for ORHY and 
SIHY. The moderate ,rnd heavy use occur-red by 1 i vest ock . 
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J)~ 

~ . 

Snowstorm Flat Pasture: 

1. This objective has been met. 

2. This objective has not been met due to heavy use by cattle 
and wild horses. In 1986, heavy use occurred on Fi r st , 
Snowstorm, and Pole Creeks . In 1988, heavy use occurred an 
Snowstorm and Pole Creek~. 

3. For t he years that data was collect ed (1986, 1988 ) one yea1 
the objec tive was met and the ot her yea r it was not . A high 
1 ive s t ock s to cld ng ra te, wild horse numbers, and dr'.aught y 
condit ions all contr ibu ted t o the heavy use. 

K~nney Pasture: 

1 . This objective has not been met on the wetland r iparian 
habitats of Kelly Creek Spring and other s prings and meadows 
in this past~~-~Lheavy use can be attributed t o 

-----1.-Li:!...v.=.e=-s_.';:,,>t ck, w i 1 d h,)rs e , ,rnd the droug ht. 

2 . 

3 . 

This ob,ctive has been met. 

The upland objectiv e has not been met . Heavy use b; ca tt~ ~ 
and wi l d hor·ses has occ urr ed in th is pasture . 

Upper Ke 11 y Pasture: 

1. Thi s ubjective has not been met . I n 1936 and 1987 heavy use 
by ca ttle occurred on meadows , springs and associated 
wetl and habitats. 

2. ihi: ; obj ecti ve has bee n met. 

3. The upland ubjective has not been met three out of th e f ;v e 
years that data was collected. The moderate and heavy u~e 
by l i vestock occurred on SIHY and FEID. 

Lower Kelly Pasture: 

1. This objective has not been met. In 1986 and 1987 heavy use 
by livestock along with draughty conditions attributed to 
the non attainment of thi s objecti ve on meadows, springs and 
associat ed wetland hab it ats in this pasture. 

2. ihi s objective has been met. 

3 . No key areas are located in this pasture, but the UPMs 
th roughout the evalu ation period indicate that this 
objective is being met. 

51 



Bullhead Allotment May 20, 1994 

B. 

Bullhead Seeding: 

1. There are no wetland riparian habitats in this pasture. 

2. There are no streambank riparian habitats in this pasture. 

3. The UPM of 1988 and 1989 showed heavy and severe use by 
cat tle. Th\s can be attributed to the proximity of the 
seeding to th e Kelly Creek Ranch. The permittee used t he 
seeding as a holding field for spring and winter tu rnout. 

Rabbit Past ure: 

This objective has been met. 

') This objective has been met. '- . 

" This objective has been met. ,) . 

Long Term 

1. Manage, ma ·i nta in and i mprr:ive pub l 1 c t'an ge' J11 d cone 1 ti :Jn~ . _. 
provide f orig e on a sus t ain ed y~eld basis fer livestc Lk, 
with an i nitial stoc ki ng le, ·el uf 8 ,350 AUMs. 

Analysis of trend data indicates that overall progress is 
being made to ward achieving the trend objective in Rabbit 
pasture . Trend is declining in Fir st Creek pasture at KA 
"301 as indicat ed by a decrease in Agropyron sp i catum and 
l=1 ymus c i nereus, and an increase in Paa secunda. A change 
can not be detected at this time in Dry Hills, Kell ; Burn, 
and Kinney pastures and movement towat·d or away frnrn t he 
objective can not be assessed . 

Analysis of short term objective in relation to the upland 
habitat indicates that as a majority, the AUL objectives 
have been consistently met in all pastures except Kelly Burn 
and Kinney pastures. 

2. Improve to and maintain the seeded pasture in good condition 
(5- 10 acres per AUM). 

') -.,. 

Production data is not available. 

Manage, maintain and improve public rangeland conditions to 
provide for age on a sustained yield basis for big game, with 
an initia l forage demand of 1,029 AUMs for mule deer, 101 
AUMs for pronghorn, 190 AUMs for bighorn sheep. 
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a. 

Mo.y 20, 1994 

Improve to and maintain 25,268 acres in Snowstorms DY-
23,35,359 acres in Snowstorms DY-23 ( Elko Co . ), 8,256 
acres in DY-23 (Cr-ucial, Elko Co.), 1,130 acres in 
Snowstorms DS-2 and 6,522 acres in Snowstorms DS- 2 
(Elko Co.) in good to excellent mule deer habitat 
condition. 

Data has not been collected to assess the condi t io n 
and trend of mule Jeer summer and yearlong rang e , 
therefore, no conclusions can be drawn concern~ng t he 
ach ievement of thi s objective. 

b . Improve to and maintain 50,137 ac res in Snowstorm s -, 
(E7ko Co . ) , 24,242 ac1-es in Hot Spring s PV-~i a.n,J 
18,171 acres in Snowstorms PY-10 i n fair' t~o good 
pronghorn habitat condition. 

c . 

Data has not been collected to assess the condit ion 
and trend of pronghorn yearlong habitat, therefore, nc 
conc l usions can be dnwn concerning the achie \'~mer;':. ,.:,r 
thi s objective . 

Improve to and maint ain 12,02 3 acre s ,n S11v.vston ns 
11 and 48,403 acres in Snowstorms BY-1i (::lko Co. ) in 
good to excellent bighorn sheep habitat condit ion. 

Data ha~ not been collected to assess the condit i on 
and tre nd of bighorn sheep yearlong hab itat, 
therefore, no conclusions can be drawn conc ern ing the 
achieve ment of this objective. The consistent 
achievement of the uplctnd utiliz ation obje ctiv e fot­
the F·i (St Creek Basi n Pasture indicate s that t her e are 
no si gnificant conflicts between livest ock and bi ghorn 
sheep on s pt·ing use ar·eas. Winte r use does not occur­
by livestock at this time in the First Creek Basin 
Pasture. It is reasonable to assume, that there ar-e 
no significant conflicts with livestock and bighorn on 
winter ranges. 

4. Protect sage grouse strutting grounds and brooding areas. 
Maintain a minimum of 30% cover of sagebrush for nesting 
and/or winter use. 

Baseline data is not available to evaluate the achievement 
of this objective. However, available information indicates 
that this objective is met on a large porti on of the 
allotment exce pt in the burned areas and riparian habitats 
wher·e cattle and wild horse use has been heavy to severe. 
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5. Maintain and improve the free roaming behavior of wild 
horses by protecting and enhancing the ir home ranges . 

a. Manage, maintain and improve publ i c rangeland 
conditions to provide an initial level of 600 AUMs of 
forage on a sustained yield basis for 50 wild horses. 

Utili zati on studies and UPM data indicate that 
pr-ogre ss i s being made toward maintaining or act, i ev·ing 
habi tat objectives within the HMA. 

b. Maintain and improve wild horse habit at by ass ur ~ng 
f r-ee access to water. 

Access to ~ater is not restricted, but wat er ~i ght s 
should be secured for continued use. 

6. Improve to and maintain 245 acres of aspen habitat types in 
good condition. 

Bas eline (ESI) and trend data has not been co llect ed on 
Aspen habitat types to evalu ate achievement cf t hi s 
object i ve. 

7. Improve to and maintain 688 acres of ripari ai, and meadow 
habitat types in good condition. 

Baseline (ESI) and trend data has not been co l l ect ed an 
riparian and meadow habitat types to evaluate achievement of 
this objective. The levels of utilization shown by the UPM, 
show current management is not compatible wi th ma intenan ce 
of good condition r iparian and meadow habitctt t ypes . 

8. Improve to or maintai n the foll owing ste am hab i t at 
cond i t ions on The South Fork Little Humboldt Ri ve r , Pol e, 
First, Snowstorm, Winters, Kelly and Kinney Creeks f rom 42% 
on South Fork Little Humboldt, 29% on Pole Creek, 46% on 
First Creek, unknown% on Snowstorm Creek, unknown% on 
Winters Creek, 57% on Kelly Creek and unknown% on Kinney 
Creek to an overall optimum of 60% or above. 

a. 
b. 
" V • 

d. 

Streambank cover 60% or above. 
Streambank stability 60% or above. 
Maximum summer water temperatures below 70 ' . 
Sedimentation below 10%. 

Basel ine data indicates that this objective i s not being 
consistently met on any of the above mentioned cr eeks, but 
pr ogress is being made toward achievement of >60% HCI on 
some creeks. The UPMs developed, indicate moderate or 
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gre ater utilization levels on the creeks mentione d . The 
South For k, within the exclosure, had a 59% overall optimum 
i n 1990. Progress is being made toward the obje ct ive for 
this river. 

First Creek has shown a decline in percent hab i tat opti mum 
th roughout the evaluation period. Snowstorm Creek has not 
been resurveyed s i nce 1976, but vis ua l obser vations by the 
P-0 Fi she r y Biolog ist i n 1991 and 1992 showed degraded 
condition s along sever a l reaches. Winter s Cre ek has not 
been surveyed. Visu a l observation s on Winte rs Creek by the 
P- 0 Fi she ry Biol ogi st i n 1991 and 1992 showed that t he 
condition of the ri par i an habita t ra nged fr om poor- t o 0oe:d 
dependi ng on l ives t ock acc essi bi l ity . Poor conditions exist 
thro ughout most of t he pr ivately owned upper waters hed . 
St ream habit at condition s i mproved whe re th e channe l became 
steeper and narrower. Habitat condition s on Pol e Creek , 
once poor in 1976, have improved. A 1992 stream sur vey by 
NDOW and vi sual observations by the P-0 Fishery Bio l ogis t 
i ndi cated t hat habi tat condition s along Pole Creek were 
wit hin acc ept able l imits (HCI >60%). Kell y Creek was 
surve yed i n 1987 wi t h a per cent optim um of 57~ Jnd nu da~a 
has been collected since . K~nney Creek has net tee,, 
su ,·veyed. 

9. Improve t o or maint a in the water quality of the South Fork 
of the Little Humboldt River to Class A Wate r Qual i t y 
Stand ard s and the f oll owin g benefi cia l uses : livest ock 
dr inking wate r , co l d water aquatic l ife, wading(water 
cont act recr eati on) and wildlife prop agation . 

The obj ective is not bei ng met. f,t ream tempe,·aLH"e, pH, TClS 
and phosphat e exceed state s tandar ds at le ast some cf the 
time , strea.rn temperatur es were hi ghest in 197'? at the l o,,-.,et· 
sampling -:.it e . This woul d in di cate that th e,·e is not C:~ic-ugh 
s t reambank cove r on the al l ot ment . Temperat ures rose an 
aver age of 46 °F fr om the upper t o l ower stream sampli ng 
points in May, Jul y and September, 1979. TDS a l so rose 
s ignifi cantly from upper to lower sites i n 1979. 

Phosphate l eve l s are highest at the lower site and are 
higher f or the more recent samples. This indicates a 
downward t rend in water qua lity on the allotment. 

High pH is a water quali ty problem that was identifie d in 
th e MFP. The pH was not te s ted again at the same si t e where 
i t was so hi gh in 1977 (9.3). It al so rise s between the 
upper and l ower s ampling si t es. 
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b. 

May 20, 1994 

Improve to and maint a in t he water quality of Pole , 
Fir st, Snowstorm, Winter s and Kelly Creek s t o the 
s t ate c r i teri a set for the following benef i c ia l 
uses:live s tock drinking water, cold water aquat i c 
life, wading (water contact recreation ) and wildl i f e 
propagation. Kinney Creek's water quality should meet 
s t ate c riteri a for livestock drin king wate r and 
wi ld li f e pr opagation. 

The obje ctive is not ent ire l y being met on Po1e Cre e ~. 
Tur bidity excee ds the s t at e cri te r i a half the t ime f or 
cold water aquatic lif e. The pH was somet i mes t oo ~nw 
f or wil dli f e pr opaga t i on and one fe cal col i~orm t est 
was too hig h f or wadi ng , although t he rni n i :iu rn numbe ·­
of sa mple s 1ve re not taken, the L)bje cti ve i s be i !~9 ,r.e"':: 
for livest oc k drink i ng wate r . 

The obje ctive is not being met on Fir st Cree k for cold 
water aquatic life, bec ause summer s t ream t empe ratu r es 
and spr i ng t ur bi d i t y a re t oo hi gh . One of the 
a l ka l in "ty va l ues was ext r-emely high v1hich 1-,·c ~l d r:1akE'. 
t he 'rJat e 1· uns uitabl e f or wi l dlif e prn pa~p:c.i on . F :e 
h igh va l ue was so out of scale v1ith t he ethe r ::, t ~":;t , ~ 
p1·'Jbabl y 1vas a bad sarnp7e . As sumrn g that t he 
al ka l inity and di ss o l ved oxygen is at acceptable 
le ve l s , then the obje cti ve i s be i ng met for th e e t he r 
uses . St reambank cover i s pr obabl y i nadeq uat e beca use 
s trea m te mpera t ur es and t urbid ity a re often hi gh . 

I t is not known if t he obje ct i ve is bei ng met f or 
Snowsto rm, Winter s , Kel ly and Kinney Cree ks s ince no 
da t a has bee n col l ec ted . 

'✓ ! . Tectrni cal Recommendatio n 

A. Water Right s 

Wate r r ight s have not been se cured on the publ i c lands wi t hi n t ha 
Bullh ead Allotment to ens ure th at wate r wil l con t i nue t o be 
ava i l able to wi ld horse s . Regardless of the management 
a ltern at i ve selected, water rights for use by wild horses should 
be secu red on the wa ters li s ted on Table 6, page 98. These wat e r 
rights sho ul d i nc lude use by l i ves toc k and wildl i fe . 

B. Wate r Deve l opment ~ 

In or de 1· to ass is t in re l ieving th e wetla nd/r ip ar ian habitats f rom 
t he pre ss ure th e y a re receiving f rom present management, th e 
deve l opme nt of a l t e r nati ve water sourc es is r ec ommended . By 
deve l oping wat er so ur ces on t he upland s , use made by l iv esto ck , 
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wild horses and wildlife will be expanded. The better 
distribution of herbivores on the vegetative resource on the 
uplands, will allow for the much needed improvement of the 
riparian areas. With the development of water sources on the 
allotment, the vegetative resource will sustain a more unif orm 
utilization pattern. 

There are numerous locations for small stock reservoirs t hro ughout 
the allotment. Undeveloped springs and seeps also exist . The 
recommendation is to construct reservo i rs and to develop ~he 
springs and seeps . Fencing off the spring headboxes and dive r ting 
the water into a trough vi a pipel i ne is recommended. 

4ppr8priate Manayement Level 

The appropriate management level (AML) is the number :i f hoi"::-~s 
which can occupy an area in a thriving natural ecological balance 
with other resource values including livestock and wi ldlife. 

The following are alternative methods for determini ng the AML on 
the Bullhead Allotment . 

1. The AML for the Bullhead Allot ment is affect ed by t ~e 
constraints imposed by the Strategic Pl an f or· the mana 32men t 
of Wild Horses and Burros on Public Lands (Strategic Plan), 
signed June 4, 1992. In Nevada, the Plan calls for 
attainment of AML within 6 years, by 2 gathers at 3 yea :­
intervals following an initial gather. Only horses 5 years 
of age and younger will be shipped fo r adoption . All e lder 
animals must be returned to the range provided for. 

Population modeling sho1~s that the general trencJ '?1i tf 1 '"rn 
initial r·emo·1al of the 0-5 year age class and subsequent 
removal of younger age class is for· the populat ion to 
continue to decrease following the last removal (due t o the 
removal of the most productive age class) until it bott oms 
out and starts to slowly climb again . A second tota~ 
removal of the 0-5 year old age class, 6 years after th e 
first, will result in the virtual extinction of the 
populati on . 

The following alternatives are proposed for the Bull head 
Allotment/Sn owstorm HMA AML. 

a) The proposed AML is 108 adult horses . Maintain the 
herd within -35% of AML (70 - 108 hors es ) . 

This AML can be r·eached after one gather. 
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b) The proposed AML is existing numbers of 161 adu lt 
horses . Maint ai n the herd within - 35% of AML ( 105-1E1 
horses). 

c) An AML of 50 horses, as per the CRMP, will net be 
considered, for the following reason. Giv en current 
numbers, a gather of 0-5 year olds i n FY 1994 and 0-3 
year olds in 1997 wil l cause populati on to dr op to 
appro ximately 40-4 5 animals before rebounding. This 
number, however, is below the base herbi vor e sch edule 
establi shed in the Land Use Plan. The base number was 
established to minimize the potential of lo ss due t a 
acc idents, disease, or natura l ca t astr ophe s 1.ic:1

· ; as 
dro ught or severe winters. 

Due to the relatively l ar ge amount of pr ivate land 
wit hi n the summer pastures, (Kinney - 5325 acres , 
Kelly Burn - 1914 acres, Snowstorm - 1856 acres) 
particularly Kinney Pasture, it is recommended that 
wi ld horses be maintained pr imarily within Castle 
Rid ge, Fi r st Creek and Dry Hills pastu res . During 
removal s , t he first pri or it y should be to gat her 
horses from the summer pasture s . Notwith s tanding, the 
HMA boundary shall remain as is and wi ll not be 
adjusted t o exclude Kinney, Kelly Burn and Snowstorm 
Flat pastures. 

D. Livestock Graz ing System 

All of the grazing system alternatives would in c lude the f ollo wing 
t erms and conditi ons: 

Salt and/or mineral blocks shal l not be placed wit hi n )11e qua r·ter 
(1/ 4) mil e of springs , meadows, streams , riparian habitats or 
aspen sta nds . 

The permittee is required to perform normal mainten ance on the 
range improvements for whi ch he has maintenance responsibility as 
per his signed cooperative agreements prior to turnout . 

The permittees actual use report, by pasture, is due 15 days after 
the end of the authori zed grazing period. 

Any livestock owned or contr ol led by the permittee must be 
eartagg ed. The permi tt ee must supply the BLM with a list of 
private ear tags and numbers. Tags will be a different color for 
each person's cattle that is being pastured. This list must be 
submit ted pr ior to turnout a l ong wit h livestoc k use agreements . 

. 58 



Bullhead All ot ment May 20, 1994 

For Desi red Stocking Rates, see attached appendi x , page 106 . 

1. Alternative 1 - Continue Current Season Of Use 

Under this alternative, cattle grazing would continue during 
the current season of use, but at a lower stock ing ra te so 
allotment specific objectives can be met. The stocking r3te 
will range from 3 ,800 AUMs to 4,900 AUMs depe nding on t he 
year, on which pastures would be used, and on t he wild ~c~se 
distt"ibution. 

Rationa le: 

Thi'.; g1·c1zing system include s spring (04 /0 1 to 0 f:',/:C:, .:.,_ (,,i!· •:::1· 

(07/01 to 09 /3 0 ) and winter· (11/01 to 03/31) 9r :.12~r:<3. 
Spring gr azing would be a two pasture rest rot at1cn sys:em . 
Summer gr·azing would be a three pastur ·e rest ro:ati u11 sy':item 
which would enhance the opportunity for seedling 
establishment and restor e plant vigor. The summer use 
per·iod, ur,der this alt ern ative, may adver·sely i rnpJ.,.:,t 1:.i·,2 
r'ipa r·i an habitats i n the suminer pas tu r·e'.~. Dur-in9 the f,ot 
seas,m, l i ·✓ estock tend to concentrate on the r•ipar-,.~• -. •:'. ·e :.::, 
anc! make 7es :: use on tf1e surrounding uplands. : ,e•1e1·3· 

st.-eams in the summer pastures ar·e tr.;butaries to the S·),.,th 
Fork. Lahontan cutt hrn at trout, fede ra lly listed as .=i. 

thr ·eatened spec ie s , r·eside in the South Fork . Thus, the 
management on the se tr· ibutaries di rectly affects the South 
Fork. Kinney and Lower Kelly Pas tu res are treated as one 
pasture under the three pasture rest ro tati on system to 
provide a more balanced sys tem. The winter use f i eld s are 
grazeJ yea rly during periods of minima l gr owth , min i~i:ing 
impact on vegetative reso urces . • 

The gra zin g treatments and pasture rota tions fol~ ow: 

Spring Use: 

Year Grazin g Treatment 

2 
3 

04/01 to 06/30 Rest 

First Creek 
Dry Hills 
First Creek 
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Summer Use: 

Year Grazing Treatment 

2 
3 

Winter Use: 

2 
3 

07/01 to 08/15 08/16 to 09/30 Rest 

Snowstorm 
Kelly Burn 
Kinney 

Kelly Burn 
Kinney 
Snowstorm 

Grazing Tre atment 
11/01 to 03/31 

Kinney 
Snowstorm 
Ke 11 y 

Rabbit and Bullhe ad Seedi ng 
Rabbit and Bullhead Seeding 
Rabbit and Bullhead Seeding 

2. Alternative 2 - Su~ner Riparian Pasture 

Under this alternative, portions of the existing pas ture fences 
fo1· Snowstonn, Kelly Burn, and fZinney 1vill be removed. On,.:e U·1ese 
fences have been removed, a riparian pasture will be built tha~ 
encompasses the follow ing watersheds: First, Snowstor m, Winte rs , 
Pole, Kinney and Kelly Creeks. The fencing project wil 1 be cos t 
shared between the B. L. M. and the permit tee. The stock ~ ng r·c1.te 
would range from 6,700 AUMs to 6,900 AUMs , depending on th e ;ear 
and which pastures would be used. 

R.:1t io nale: 

Early spring use (03/01 t o 03/31) will be made in the Castl e Ridge 
Pastu re every oth er year. The rest that would take pl ace in this 
past ur e every othe r year, would enhance the opportunity for 
seedling establishment and restore plant vigor-. This pasture is 
short of late spring and summer water in the uplands. Using this 
pasture in early spring would allow for better distribution of 
cattle on the uplands during the cool part of the year. 

Spring use (04/01 to 06/30) would continue to be made in First 
Creek Pasture. Spring use (04/01 to 05/30) would also be made in 
Kinney Pasture on the west s ide of the rim. thi s area i s 
dominated by cheatgras s and catt le would maximize the use on this 
gree n , pal atable vegetati on at th is time of year. Portion s of the 
rim may have to be gap fenced to inhibit movement into and fr om 
the ea.s tern portion of Kinney Pasture, which would be part of the 
riparia n pasture. In years that Castle Ridge Pasture i s used, the 
eastern half of First Creek Pasture will be used, and the years 
when West Kinney is used, the western half of First Creek Pasture 
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would be used . Spring Creek , which lies on private ground, would 
sp l it Fi r st Creek Pasture. This creek vmuld have t o be PencE:d to 
insure the success of this system . To enhance the m~vement of 
wild hor ses , the fe nce will be cons tructed with gates which wcu ld 
be left open once the livestock are out of this past~re. 

The Dry Hil l s and Rabbit Pastures would be winter use ( 11/ 01 t o 
03/ 11) . · Use dur i ng thi s tim e ~ould not have an adve rs e effe ct an 
the veget at ive re sourc e bec ause plant gr owth during most of this 
time is minimal, and t he potential for r-egrowth is f a1,-01·::\b1e once 
the 11vest ock are removed on 03/31 . 

Th~ Bul lh ead Seeding would be used to fa c il i tate t he l iv es t a~k 
oper ati on . The seed i ng would not be "incor·porate d i 1·,to ': :-,2 s:-:.~··1,s 
syst em due t o t he mining impact s it i s cur· rently :·ecei ,, r·9 . 

The grazing treatments and pasture rotations foll ow: 

Year 

2 
3 

Spring Use: 

Grazing Tre at ment 
3/1 t o 3/31 .:i/ 1 to 5/3 0 

Cas tle Ridge 
w. Kinney 

Castle Ridge 

Summer Use: 

Ripar·ia11 Pasture: 

4 
, , 

/ I 

C: 

\✓. 

E. 

r-" 
I- i 

F i 
Fi 

:· ~-t _; :~. ~ 

,"3t Ck. 
r:;t Ck. 

Implement the following terms and conditi ons ~or l i vest o~~ 
use in the riparian pastures: 

Cattle use in the riparian pasture will be aut hor ~zed &~r ~ 
60 day period when the summer pasture is scheduled f o 1· use 
and shall be dependent on soil moisture and vegetative 
conditions. Livestock wi ll be removed when 30% utilization 
level s a re reached on meadows and/or riparian areas , or at 
the end of the 60 day period. To determine removal dates, 
mid-point utilization studies will be conducted. 

The use per i od may vary due to yearly fluctuat ions in 
vegetative conditi ons , soi l mois tu re and clim at ic 
conditions . Prior to aut horization of catt l e use , meadow 
and r i parian areas within the riparian pasture will be 
in spected by BLM personnel to make certain the conditi ons 
are adequate to support livestock witho ut causing 
deg radati on to meadows and/or r i parian ar eas. CAREX Spp. 
and JUNCIJS Spp. wi 71 be used as indicators of range 
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readine ss. The BLM will determine the range readiness for 
this pas ture. 

Interim System - Summer Use 

Prior to the riparian pasture being built, the s ummer 
pastures would be under a three pasture rest rotati on 
grazing sy stem. The rest in this system would anhan(a the 
opportunit y for · seedli ng establ is t·,ment and rest or·e pl ant 
vigor. Snowstorm Pas ture conta ins t he maj orit y 0f ~he 
public re aches of First, Snows t orm, Wint er s and ?ol e Ci-ee ks . 
Each p.:1st urn would receive two 9ro1~i ng seas ons of res t 
bef ore bei ng ut i l iz ed. St ocking rates would rarige fr om 5300 
t o 6300 AUMs dependin g on th e yea r and which pastu r es wcu"d 
be used . 

The grazing treatments and pasture rotation s f o ll ow: 

1 
2 
3 

7/1 to 7/31 

Snowstor m 
Kelly Burn 
Kinney 

Winter Use: 

Grazing Treatme nt 
8/1 t o 3/31 Res t 

Kelly Bur n Ki nney 
Kinney Snows t o rm 
Snowst orm Kel ly 

Grazing Treatment 
11/01 t o 03/ 31 

Ory Hi l l s and Rabbit 
Dry Hills and Rabbi t 

3. Alternative 3 - Permittees Proposal 

On June 10, 1993, the Winnemucca Distr i ct Office 
received the permittees proposal, written by 
Intermountain Range Consultants. 

Seasons of Use: 

Nevada Fi r st Corpor ation pr opose s des ignating t he 
are as of t he Bullhead Allotment f or the following 
seas ons of use: 
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Winter 

Early Spring 

Spring 

Summer 

Ut ility 

Ration a le: 

Rabbit and Dry Hi ll s 

Castle Ridge 

Fi r st Creek; Snowstorm 
Pasture north of Winter' s 
Creek; Kinney Pasture east 
of the rim 

Kinney Pastu re west of 
th e r im; Snowstorm Past ur e 
south of Wint e r ' s Creek ; 
both Kell y Burn Pasture s 

Bullhead Seed in g as needed 

May 20 , 19)4 

10/ 15 to 04/3 0 

03/01 t o 04/ 30 

04/01 t o 06/3 0 

The des ignated t imes l i sted above have been purposely bee n 
ove r l apped in order to al l ow fle xi bi lit y in th e annua 1 operati ons 
on the Bull head , in accord ance wit h th e t ype of yea r (wettar 0 r 

dr· i er) the all otment is expe r i enci ng. In wett e r yea r·s , ~he c~'<.ttle 
would be hel d l ower for· El l onger pe,·i od of t ime , ,nov1ng up ~n:,:;, 
the spr in g and summe r pastures to ward t he end of t he per i od . The 
ove r l ap a l so a ll ows t he ranc h manage r t o begi n moving l ivest.cc~ at 
earli er date s and better dist r ibute them t hro ughout t he resp ec t iv e 
pas ture s . 

Use of t he Rabbit and Ory Hil l s in t he pr oposed times would 
max imize the lives t ock dis t ri but ion, would provide for grazing 
durin g pr i mari ly the dor mant seaso n, and woul d a l l ow f or reg rowt h 
of upl and veget al io n fo l l owing remova l of 1 i vestock by tf1e end of 
Apri l. The:,e ar-e the lowest- l yin g fi e l ds and a re app t·opr~ate l y 
used durin g thi s time . 

The Castle Ridge Pas ture i s short of l ate spri ng and summer wat e r-, 
and animals would have to depend upon water gaps in t he South Fork 
exclo sur e fen ce. Usi ng thi s pasture in Ma rch and Apr i l would 
allow best di stribution of cattle on the uplands during the cool 
part of the year and would r·emove livestock from the pasture at 
time when full upland and riparian vegetation growth would st i ll 
be made annually ( if there were no wild horses using the 
vegetation) , and would prevent or dimin i sh any pre ss ure on the 
ripa r ian f ences of the South Fork whic h may occur l at e r i n th e 
seas on. 

The Kinney Past ure east of the rim i s pr tmarily cheat gr ass ­
dominated and i s most properly use d ear lier in the year than 
present l y called fo r , to max imize ca ttle use of cheatgra ss at t ime 
of year when it is palatabl e and at whi ch cattle tend t o prefer it 
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over coarser-stemmed perennial . The Snowstorm Pasture north of 
Winter's Creek includes the SLM-administered lower portions of 
Snowstorm Creek and First Creek (most of the length of BLM 
administered area of these creeks is inaccessible to livestock at 
any rate). Use terminating as proposed by the end of June each 
year will allow for regrowth and continued growth of riparian 
vegetation. The same is true of use in the First Creek Pasture. 
The Kinney Pasture west of the rim, Upper Kelly Burn, and the 
South Snowstorm Pasture are the highest elevat io n past ure s and ar e 
therefore best deferred annually until somewhat l ater i n t he 
season. Lower Kelly Burn is somewhat transitional between th e 
upper and lower elevations of the allotment and ar e proposed i n 
this sea son for th e purposes of cattle movement and rota tic~ J S 
descr ibed below. 

Annual Rotation And Use: 

Winter and Early Spring use areas would be authorized use each 
year, with no restriction of areas of use within the designated 
a r-ea . 

Spr ing use ar eas woul d l i kewis e be authorized f or u~e 8ach ;a ~r , 
but the fl uctu at ion in year l y pr-ec ipi ta t io n may a l l ow f or 
re s t r·i cted use in some year·s , s imilar to the 'i~t uat i on , ,·. t he 
spring range of the Li ttle Owyhee Allotment. On wetter yedr s , 
portions of the spring range would not be used because suffi c i ent 
waters would be in evidence on smaller areas of the range. In 
drier year s , the livest ock would be distributed lightly t hroughout 
the entire spring range area. 

Summer use areas (West Kinney, South Snowstorm, Upper Kelly , and 
Lower •v..elly) would be used in the foll owfog ever·y- otf-:e:-- year· 
c l ockwise/c ounter-clockwise rotation: 

Counter - Clockwise 

Cattle would be gathered out of the East Kinney area to which t hey 
had been pushed prior to moving to spring range. They would be 
rotated through Lower Kelly from 06/01 to 06/30; Upper Kelly and 
South Snowstorm from 07/01 to 08/15; and Kinney from 08/01 to 
08/30. This rotation would occur regardless of whether the year 
was wetter or drier, primarily because the Lower Kelly Pasture 
wi th its high percentage of cheatgras s should not be used past the 
month of Ju ne. The variable 08/15 off-date from Upper Kelly and 
South Snowstorm and the 08/01 on date in Kinney would al lo w bot h 
ea r lier removal of livestock from the upper elevations if 
necessary and the facilitatiorr of movement of livestock between 
pastures. Depending on the given year, livestock may be on Upper 
Kelly and South Snowstorm for as much as 45 days at full s t ocki ng, 
f or 30 days at full stocking and 15 days at lesser st ocking, or 30 
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days at full stocking with the majority of removal by 08/01. 
li kewis e, Kinney might have full s tocking for 30 days , partial 
stocking for 15 days and full stocking for 15 days, or full 
stocking for 15 days. 

Clockwise: 

Kinney 

Upper Kelly & 
South Snowstonn 

lmver l<el 1 y 

Rationale: 

drier 

06/01 

07/01 

08/0i 

years 

to 07/15 

to 08/15 

to 08/30 

wetter years 

07/01 to 07/30 

08/01 t o 08/30 

t ('e. i 1 hrnugh 

Again, on wetter years, livestock would be held lower longe r , and 
therefore enter the upper elevation pastures at a later date. The 
schedule for drier years would allow early movement betwee n 
pastures and provide for earlier removal f rom the prima ry summer 
ra nge, Jsing lower Kelly to bring the live stoc~ home dur ing the 
mcnth of August . 

Livestock and Wild Horse Numbers: 

livestock would be stocked at the following numbers: 

500 cattle 
1000 cattle 

10/01 to 03/30 
04/01 to 08/31 

3000 AUMs 
5000 AUMs 

Nevada First Corporation would like it noted that they w~ll agree 
to these livestock reductions in the shor t term (five year s) in 
anticipation of the Bureau removing excess wild horses from th e 
a llotment, and in anticipation of other ra nge impruvements to ba 
developed in the five-year period, and not because the y bel "eve ~r 
because the data supports any reduction of livestock on the 
allotment. 

Nevada First Proposes three alternatives for wild horses. 

Alternative 1. Remove all wild horses from the allotment, adding 
their number·s to the little Owyhee Allotment. We recognize the 
administrative difficulties involved in this alternative, but the 
present evidence strongly indic ates that wild horses are creating 
downward trend on portions of the South Fork of the little 
Humboldt River in which essentially no livestock grazing has 
occurred in the ~ast ten years or more. When faced with a choic e 
of year - round horse populations in the Castle Ridge Pasture or the 
improvement and maintenance of habitat for Threatened species such 
as the lahontan cutthroat trout, we believe the Bureau has no 
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choice but to take action on the excess wild horse populati ons of 
the allotment by drastic reduction or remova l. Removal of the 
horses which access the South Fork year-round is the refore an 
action which needs serious contemplation by the Bureau. Under 
this alternative, none of the Bullhead would any longer be 
considered wild horse herd use ar ea . 

Alte rnative 2. Wild horses would be reduced to 50 head i n 
acc ordance with the agreed upon level of the CRMP sig ned by ~he 
Bureau and accepted as the Land Use Plan deci si on f or t hi s 
allotment. These horses would be recognized as being on the 
all otment for 12 months each year. The Bureau has neve r reduced 
the hor ses. t o t hi s lev e l and moni tored f or the thr ivin g ecJ1~0i Gf 
t he a ll otment unde r this number of hor ses . This number s~culd be 
m<Jnit ornd over a pe r· i<)d of ti me to determine th e i r 1cn9- +:,erm 
effects on the area s which they inhabit . 

The horses would be confined to the Castle Ridge and Nort h 
Snowstor·m Pasture at these numbers, and the herd use area wou,d be 
restricted to this area. At these numbers, the ho1·ses ma.y ve t'y 
we 17 not have the effect on the ri ptn·i an area s which t hey 
appare ntl y are now havi ng. 

Nevada Fir-s t Cor·por·ation's pr opos al i ncl udes t!1e C,1nclit~-y --, ·: ;,-:.;_t 
once the horses were r·emoved and monitored ove r time, an.:! once 
NFC's Active Preference is being author i zed annuall y, that hor se 
numbers be authorized in proportion to the cattle numbers and 
AUMs , if such auth or izat io n is consistent with moni t or in g. 

Alt e rnat iv e 3. Wi ld horses would be reduced to 50 head in 
accorda nce wi th t he agreed-upon level of the CRMP s igned by t he 
Bur-eau and ::1ccepte d as th e Land Use Plan deci s ion for th is 
a. 11 ot ment . These horse s wou 1 d be recognized as being on the 
a ll ot ment f or 12 months each year. The Bureau has never redu~2d 
the hors es t o this l evel and moni tored f or th e thr i ving eco l ogy of 
the allotment under this number of horses. This number should be 
monitored over a period of time to determine their long-term 
effects on the area s which they inhabit. 

The hor se s would be confined only to the First Creek Pasture at 
these lower numbers, and the herd use area would be restricted to 
this area. Horses would be removed from the Castle Ridge Pasture 
in rec ognition of the apparent damage they are causing in that 
are a . 

Nevada Fir st Corporation' s proposal includes the condition that 
once the hor ses were removed and monitored over t ime, and once 
NFC's Active Preference is being authorized annually, that horse 
number s be aut horized in proportion to the cattle numbers and 
AUMs , i f such authori zati on is consistent with monitoring. 
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Each of these a l ternat ives includes the understanding th at t he 
Bureau will correct the administrative record to reflect that 
horses have been removed from the checkerboard l ands of the Ory 
Hills Pastu re, and that the herd use area should be changed ta 
reflect the fenceline separating the Ory Hill s from the First 
Creek Pasture. 

Fences, Spring Developments, and Other Consider at fons : 

Small are as and gaps bet ween rims may be necessary to comple te 1
; 

effect the division between East Kinney and West Ki nney. NFC 
prnposes t u accompl "ish such fe ncing a '.; nece s sary within th e next 
twa fi scal year s . 

'tiint e r' s Creek Gor ge forms an effe ctbe ba r rier betv,ee ,1 Nort h 
Snowstorm and South Snm~storm , and no additional fenci ng is 
contempl ated . If a need manifests itself, NFC proposes to create 
such fencing as needed immediately upon identification of the 
need . 

NFC is willing to work with BLM on the fencing ~f wat e rsh eds or 
er-eek drainages whi ch contain t he ir' pr i vate land s 0 :1 t he ,: :·eek '., u" 
the allotment . Because of the topogra phy, land o•,.,,ne:-s:··;ip 
patterns, and areas involved, iffC prop oses that any fen ces 1-.r·, i ch 
the BLM and NFC agree upon would be built primar·ily on BLM la nds 
outside creek bottom areas, and Mr. Bengochea and Mr. Amos 
requested in our meeting of June 4 the specific identificati on of 
areas which the BLM would like to see managed speci f i call y f or 
their ripar ·i an va lue s , even though they may be pr iv ate l,,nds not 
under the jurisdiction of management of the BLM. ~pon such 
speci fi c identi fi cation , upon the Bureau completing necess ary 
c lea rance s and EA's, and upon the BLM providing material s , Nevada 
Fir ·st Cor·pora tior1 is wil l ing to suppl y labor t o const ruct such 
~ ~rices and i s w i 11 i ng to ag r·ee t e maintenance of such fence s on 
BLM land s . NFC agree s that any fencing which mi ght cr oss pr~va te 
l ands on agreed-upon fencelines would be the funding 
res ponsibility of NFC. We envision such fences to be used i n 
order to effect time- controlled grazing use of any sub-pas tures or 
"riparian pastures" thereby created . Nevada First stands ready at 
thi s point to work cooperatively with the BLM, NOOW, and any other 
agency of interest in such management. Until such agreements are 
reached, however, we will remind the Bureau that Nevada First 
Cor-poration's priv ate inho lding s have been removed from exchange 
of use a~t horizati on, and the Bureau exercises no grazing 
management authorization or responsibility over those l ands . 

Nevada First Corpor ation will work cooperat i ve with BLM t a provide 
alternate upland watering sites on the allotment and away f rom 
c, ·eek bot toms . Spring s are numerous on t he a ll otment summer· 
range , and some sources are privat e while others are on BLM-

67 



Bullhead All otment 

administered lands. Nevada First prop oses that the BLM identify 
specific springs which should be developed, and upon BLM's 
completion of clearances and EA's and prnvi s ion of matE:ria' s , 
Nevada Fir st Corporation will volunteer its lab or to const ruct 
such spring developments, pipelines, and spring source fencing 
which may be considered. NFC is also willing to devel op spring 
sources on its private lands at its own cost, without the need fo r 
BLM i nvo 7 vernen t. 

Thi s spring development, in concert with the above-n ot ed 
specifically-identified fencing of "riparian areas", will effe ct 
better upland di stribu t ion of livestock and allow time - cont~o l led 
grazi ng of cr eek drainages. 

Again , Neva da First is under no oblig ati on to eff ect such 
agreements with BLM, but proposes these actions in a cuope1·at i ·;e 
agreements with BLM. Private lands and private lands grdzi ng are 
the sole responsibility of the land owner. 
Isolated meadows on BLM which demonstrate a need for fen cing (soi l 
lo s s, etc.) may be fenced by BLM, and Nevada Fir st supports sGch 
actions where a need is demonstrated. 

To f a.ci"1ita te live stuck cont ro l and distribut i:Jn follow in<J 
gathe r i ng and pasture movements, a holding co i-rdl sf ,ou'; d be 
constr ucted in the northeast corner of the Kinney Pastu re. This 
has been previously discussed, and we believe the Bureau and t he 
permittees are in agreement on this corral. 

Inte r im System: 

Nevada First Corporation pr-oposes no interim gr a;:,n g Sy'c,t:::m o:c 
effect the above pr oposals. Their proposals a re a~pli ca b7 a 
i rnrned i ate 1 y, and await only t he Bu r-eau' s accepta nce 2:1d i mmeC.: '. ~1t-3 

identif ica tion of areas of concern , and necessar-y pape1··,vork w~i~ch 
can be completed only by th e Bure au. Nevada Fi rst st ands ready t~ 
construct necessary fencing, spring development, and pipeline s 
upon the Bureau's completion of such paperwork and funding 
ac complishments. 

Non-Allotment Livestock: 

A necessary management action which Nevada First Corporation 
be lieves must be a prio r ity with the Bureau is the enforcement of 
a ll ot ment boundaries and the closu re of gates on the South Fcrk 
Exc lo sur e which are being left open by persons unknown and are 
being accessed by livestock not permitted on the Bullhead 
Allotment. 
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4. Alternative 4 - Fencing Pole Creek and Kinney Pastur e 

Under th is alternative the publi c portion of Pole Creek wi ll 
be fenced along with gap fencing the rim in Kinney Pastu re. 
Also , under- this alternative, Snowstorm Flat Pasture v1il1 be 
two pasture s , with Winters Creek Gorge separating the nor th 
and south. By sp litting Snowstorm Flat Pasture, Upper Kelly 
and South Snowstorm would be treated as one pasture . The 
stoc ki ng rates would range fr om 7200 t o 7700 AUMs depe nding 
on the year and which past ure s would be used . 

Seasons of Use: 

O''/ C' t ~ " " 1 "1 .:, J i U U-J ;. :.. 

Spr in g 04/01 to 06/3 0 

Summer 07/ 01 to 08/31 

Winter 11/01 to 02/ 28 

Holding Facility 

Cct'.:,t ie P"c:se 

West Kinney ; North 
Snowstor m; Firs t 
Creek 

Upper Ke ll y & 
Sc;utr1 S t"i'.J ilStJ!", 7! ; 

East K~n~ey; Lowe r 
Ke 71 y 

Dry Hill s .:1:1d 
Rabbit 

Bullh ead Seeding 

The grazin g treatments and past ur e rotatio ns f oll cw: 

Spr·ing Use: 

,., 
,:_ 

Gra zin g Treatment 
03/01 to 03/31 04/01 t o 06/30 

Castle Ridge 

Castle Ridge 
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Summer Use: 

7/ 1 t o 7/2 0 

Eas t Ki nney 

Lower Kelly 

Grazing Treat ment 
7/ 21 t o 8/ 10 

Upper Kelly & Lower Kel ly 

Upper Kelly & East Kinney 

8/1 1 to S/ 31 

S. Snowst orm 

S. Sno1-1storrn 

Winter Use: 

Year 

2 

Rati onale : 

G~az ·na Treatment 
11/ 01 t o 03/ 31 

Dry Hill s and Rabbit 

Dry Hills and Rabbit 

Ea r l y spri ng use (03/ 01 to 03/ 31) would be made in t ~e C~stle 
Ridge Pas t ur e eve ry yea r . This pas ture is short of · ate spr~ng 
and summer wat er . Usi ng this past ur·e i n early spr-intJ wcJld tl : u -1 
f or better distr ibut ion of l ives t ock on th e upland s duri ng th e 
cool part of th e year . Use in t his pas ture eve ry yea r- \·mul d not 
have an adver·se impact on the vegetat i ve re sourc e because t he 
vegetation has the complet e gr owing seaso n f or regr owth \1hich 
woul d a l l ow the p1ant s t o st oi-e f ood res e rves in U,.,,~ r- root s/ ste m 
fr Jr the next sirowi ng season . 

Spri ng use (04/0 1 t o 06/ 30) would be made i n Fir st Cre e~, Nort h 
S;K,,✓ s tonn and West f<.ir.,,ey. I n U1e Sru wstorm 0 ast ure , Wint er-' :; 
Cree k Gorge Splits the pas t ure . The northern portion is mere 
~,uited for spr i ng use. Using the nor t he rn part of t his pastur ·e 
dur in g t he spr ing would a ll ow for bet t er dis t ri but io n of cat tle on 
th e upl ands . The livesto ck removal date of 06/30 woul d be 
benef i ci a l to the s t reambank ripa r ian habitats of Fir st and 
Snowsto rm Creeks because of the regrowth potential, which i n t urn 
would improve the water quality and fisheries of t hese habi t at s . 
Alth ouSh the l ower re aches of these streams are on publ ic l and , 
access to t hese reac hes is limited due t o topography ~nd/or dens~ 
s t ands of wi ll ow, aspen and rose . 

fo the yea r th at the Nor·th Snowst orm Pasture is used , t he \~e'.:t 
Kinney Pas ture will be re s ted . This res t would a l l ow far an 
inc reas e in pl ant vi sior· and seedlin g es tc1bli shment pl u·::, ']l \'e : ~:e 
ripa,·ia n a.r·eas a re cove ry per i od . The " t· im" in Kinney ? ,3~,t ure 
split s t he pas tur-e . Smc1ll ,::u-ea :s and gaps between r ims 1nay have t J 
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be fenced for complete ef fe ct iven es s in sepa rating east 3nd wes~ 
r'.inrh:Jy. The West Kinney Pasture is dcmin:::,.ted hy ch s,:it •0,· ·., ~•,. :•r~•:: 
li ves t ock 1-1ou: cl maxin1ize the l!Se on this :3r-ee n, p.;;,L~';:.:::,~e 
vegetat ion at this tim e of year (04/01 t~ 06/30) . 

Fir st Cr eek Past ure would continu e to be used every yea r as a 
sp1--ing p.;i~~tu,,-e. I n t.he y,3,y s U1at Nor·th Snc)w!:torm Pas: 1 

.. Fe is 
schedu >:,,cl ·" :1 1· use , the e ·:1ste ~n ha lf o f First Cr-eek '.)ast :J ,·e ·d·:,u,·:J 
be ;,::,,?.d -:-.11d in thE-) 1ei:lr'S t! ·12t West Kinne; woulj be --:sec!, ·~!":0: 

west,ii-r: half uf F i i-st Cr'eeh. Po.st ur-e ,,.,,,.::u7d be L:sed . Spi--in~ '.:'"ee~, 
1·1hL1, l •ie::., Jn p riva te groun d , wc.H,7d split ·~r1~s p.:>,stu1·s. Th ":; 
:.:·es,;,., w•:u7.:J 1·.a,;t t ,:, be fon ::ed to in'.;ut -2 tr;e succes: c •Jf thi-, 
~~/•:::.:~1~:-:1. To enha.nce ~"i 7d hor··se movement, gate~ \ \✓ i 1. l lJc <:~~·--;·~:t~·1 

.. !,:tr::::: 
.:11 ·.) l !;S the f enu, a:1'..l v1uu1d l:.,2 left open once the l i 11es~ u-.:.l. :i.,·,-:! 

1 :?in:.;v<-;d fr om thi';; pastur e. 

The summer pastur ·es would be East Kinney , Lowe!' i<eliy , S<:;uth 
Snowstor m & Upper Kelly. Upper Kelly and South 2nowstorm would be 
tr·eated as one pasture unde r this system . It is propc,c:.,~ci -:1t •:''1 ·~ 
time , that the lm-1er reach (pub li c) of Po le Cree~. be f-c:ncsc! -,·:nc= 
·it i·::- rec ove ry h.jbit.:.t for- i_CT. 

"In the yectrs that spr·4r19 u~e 1.>:.=:.urs in ~iorth Snc-.•t.;~:11-:·~'\ ·.::-1~:'. :.:::.:.4: 
F i,-st C.reek , the surrn~er t otat~ un v✓0ul::J start ·w~t:1 E:~st f'-:• ,·1ey, 
t hen Upper- Kell y & Sout h Snows t orm and ending with L0wer Ve~1y. 
I n the year-s t hat \~est Kinney and West First c1-eek ar"e used in the 
sprinsi , the summer rn t ation would start with Lower Kell y, t hen 
Upper Kelly ,i South Snows t orm and endi ng with East ft.inney. H ,e 
l ivestock will be i n each pasture for 20 days. 

'wi nte r use would be taken from 11/01 to 03/31 in the Dt'/ Hi ' l :·, ::·c! 
RabbH P;:1stui"es . The utiliza tion would be t ak en when p;an: ~ d! · :; 

dc,nna nt; th us th e veg et at iv e reso urce woul d nr;,t, be :±dverse.' / 
ef fe i: ted. The 03/ 01 r·em'..lv~: l ca te would a ~l ow f or reg t·~,.,,+~f·1 c f 
up l and ve getJt ion . 

E. Monitoring Needs 

1 . 

,, 
L.. 

3 . 

4 . 

Continue to implement the rangeland monito ri ng pr Jgram en 
the Bullhead Allotment. 

Continue to identify and establish Key Areas and collect 
base l i ne data on upland sites . 

Establi sh monitoring stu dies on ripdria n areas. 

I nitiate Wildl i fe Habitat Invent or y and Ripari an/F is heries 
H8bita t Stud ie s . 

5 . In itiate utili zation studies t o differentiate use by 
l ivestoc k and wild horses. 
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F. 

\/ II . 

6. Determine ecological status for wet meadows and stream 
l'ipar·ian areas. 
Dete rmi ne desired seral stages for Key Areas where 
ecological condition has been determined. 

7. Continue with intensive wild horse habitat and monitoring 
studies. Collect data to determine population estimates, 
population trend, population character·i'.: ,ti C:o, popul2tic .·•1 
dynamics , seasonal movement patterns and populati cr, 
analysis. 

Revi se Bu17heacl Monitorinsi Plan 

Add ORHY to key specie :~ for· key ar"ea 201 
Add AGSP t u key species fer key area 202 
Add AGSP to key species for key c.rea 203 
Add STTH2 to key species for key area 204 
Add AGSP and ELCI to key species for key area 401 
Add ELCI to key species for key area 601 
A ld ORHY and STTH2 to key species for key area :301 
Add AGSM to key species for key area 802 

ConsulUtion 

A. Consultation of this evaluati on is l is ted chran o~cgically JS 
follows: 

12/18/92 

01/11/93 

01/2::/93 

01/25/93 

01/27/93 

01/27/93 

01/27/93 

01/27/93 

02/05/93 

Draft Bullhead Allotment Evalu at i on sent aut ~o 
RPS mailing list. 

Comments received from Sagebrush Chapter c f 
Trout Unlimited. 

Con1ments received from the E: ko Resou rce A T ,'.', 

Comments received from Nevada Jim' s Outdoor 
Sport 

Comments received from Commission For ihe 
Preservation of Wild Horses 

Comments received from Wild Horse Organized 
Assistance 

Comments received from Nevada Depa rtment of 
Wildlife 

Comments received from Nevada Fir st Corporation 

Comments received from USFWS 
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06/01/93 

09/14/93 

10/06/93 

12/15/93 

04/04/94 

04/13/94 

05/02/94 

May 20, 1994 

Comments received f rom Nevada First Corporat ion 
by IRC. 

Revi sed conc lusion and technical recommendation 
sections sent out to RPS mailing list. 

Comments received from Nevada Department of 
w·ildlife. 

Biolo gical assessment , !="inal 3ullhead Al1 c t 1ne11"'.: 
Evaluation, and Dra ft Propo sed Multiple Use 
Decision sent to !JSFWS for Fonr,al Sec1:.icn 7 
Consul L'l.t ion 

Draft biological opinion received f rom He ·:5,,.\-:f 

Comments on the draft biological opin io n _ent t o 
USFWS 

Final biological opinion received fr om th e l_!St=i·iS 

B. Summary of Comments F:·orn Bullhead Evaluat io n dated i2/03/9::. , 

Comments Received From Sagebrush Chapter of Trout Unlimit ed 

Comment: Ripa r ian areas should be included in separate pastL~e s 
with separate management objectives and strategie s . 

Response: The selected management action will include separate 
management objectives o.nd st ;·atesie s For rip ,:H·ian 
are as . The four summer pastures, which include the 
majo1•i ty of the r i p.:H·Ltn hab'itats, will be Jsed fr c ,c 
07/01 t o 08/31 with allowable use level s di ct ating 
l ivestock removal. Allowable use leve1s of 30% far 
streambank riparian on Pole Creek and 50% for 
wetl and/riparian habitats, will be enforced for all 
summer pastures. To determine removal date s from the 
summer pasture s , mid-point utilization studies wil l be 
conducted by BLM specialists. Additional studies may 
be req uired before and after the mid-point inspection . 
When str~am bank riparian utilization levels on Pol e 
Creek r·each 25% or wetland/riparian utilizat io n le vels 
reach 45%, the livestock operato r wi ll be given a 
seven (7) day notice in which to remove livest ock from 
the pasture and/or allotment. The allowable use level 
reached fi rs t will dictate li vestock removal. No 
grazing will be authorized after 08/31 in the summer 
pastur-es. 
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Comment: 

Response: 

Comment: 

Response: 

Comment: 

Respo,~:,e: 

Co1r11nent: 

Response: 

Comment: 

Response: 

May 20, 1994 

Fencing or herding livestock out of riparian a r-eas fer 
as long as necessary to allow vegetation and stream­
banks to recover. 

The public reach of Pole Creek, existing habit at f or 
Lahontan cutthroat trout, will be fenced. Prior ta 
fence construction , an allowable use leve l of 30% wi~1 
be enforced. Thi s allowable use le ve l will dictate 
livestock removal. When streamba nk r ipa rian 
utilization levels on Pole Creek re ac h 25%, t he 
livest ock oper at or will be gi ven a se ven ( 7 ) day 
n~ti ce in which to remove l ivestock from th~ pastu r e 
and/or allotment. 

Control the timing of gr azi ng t o keep li vest ock off 
stre ambanks when they are most vulnerable to damage. 

Shortening the season of use from 7/01 thro ugh to 
09/30 t o 07/01 through 08/3 1 will he l p in the recc ve ry 
of streamb,.:1n~ hc1bitats. T!,r= 30~~ a ll owable u'.:-e le•,1el 
thatwi 1 1 be en f u tc<c:ci, ·.-1ill clso ass ·is t 1n t,1eet ii-,9 i:.f-12 

~-ttedi i l ha \Jit a.t conditions l:bje ctives for tt1 \ s 
a ll ot ment . 

Add more rest to the grazing cycle. 

The rest th a t wi ll be incorporated ir to the selectad 
management action will imprnve plant vi go r and e::nha1:ce 
seedling establ is hment . 

• L i m it g r a z i n g i n ten s it y to a l e v e l w h i ch ,,, i7 l de ,., e : , ) ;1 
and maintain desit"able plant spei:ies compositi on 2.nd 
vigor (30% or le ss) . 

See allotment specific objectives. Page 13. 

Change from cattle to sheep to obtain better animal 
distribution through intensive herding. 

MFP III RM 1. 7. District Manager's decision was to 
a llow for conversion from cattle to sheep on a ll 
allotments within the resource area except whe re 
confl ic t s with bigh or n sheep would occur. Since 
bighorn sheep have been rein troduced on this 
allotment, the conflict exists if domestic s heep were 
d l l 0v1ed t o gr-aze. 
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Comment: Permanently exc lude livestock from rip aria n a reas at 
high risk and with poor gr azing reco ve ry potent i a l 
when there is no practic a l a lternative to prote ct 
streams while grazing adjacent uplands. · 

Response: The r ipari an exclo sure built ir1 the 1980' s encompasses 
nea r ly the entire reac h of the Sout h For k Llttle 
Humboldt River with in the Bullhe ad All otment . The 
fence was bui l t t o e~clude l i vestock and w1ld hur ses 
f rom a majority of th e Sout h Fork as we ll as t 0 
prot ect and enhance tf1e exi st i ng Lahonta n cut t h mat 
t rout f is hery . 

c~1n'iir,ent s Re•.:;e ived Fr-om i·Jevada J 1m' s Outdoor Spott s 

Comment : Of t he l i st ed a l t e rna t iv es , I would pick Al te rna t i ve 
3 , r ip arian f enci ng. 

Response: The selected management acti on call s f or t he 
const r uction of fenc e a long Pole Creek . I n orde r t o 
meet wet l and/ripa ri an obje ct i ves , a l lowab l e usa 1 ave ~s 
of 30?6 for stre ambank ri p,ff i an on P,.:, 1 e C r·ef.~:• .. and -~-C,"~ 
for wetl ctnd/ripar •ian habit 3t s ·wi1 7 be f~:·: fci ,··.~,eci f ._., ;_, , 
summer pds t ur es . 

Comment: In order f or t his a lt erna ti ve t o wor k i t is necess a: y 
t o eliminate gr azing entirel y in tf1e Fi rs t Cree k 
Bas i n , Snows torm Fl at , and Cast le Ridge pas tu res unt i l 
such tim e t hat t he excl os ures are in pl ace and in f ul l 
functi onal condition. 

Respo nse: Tota l 1 i vest ock ,·emova 7 fr om th es e pastu res 1 s nc1t 
bei ng cons id e re d at t his ti me. To to t a1 1 y remove 
l i\e st ock because of an emergency si t uat i on , t he 
autho r·ized off ic e r must dete rmine th at the soi ~, 
vegetation, or othe r res ources on publ i c l and re qu ire 
temporary prote cti on because of cond itio ns such as 
drought, fire, flood, or insect infestations. Afte r 
consultation with affected permittees or les sees and 
other affected interests, action shall be taken to 
close allotments or portions of allotments to grazing 
by any kind of livestock or to modify authorized 
grazing use. Notices of closure and deci sio ns 
requ 1r 1ng modi f ica ti on of aut hori zed gra zin g use shal l 
be iss ued as fi nal deci si ons whic h are pl aced in f ull 
f orc e and eff ect . Since no emergency exi st s at thi s 
t ime, a c los ure is not necess ary. The selec te d 
management ac ti on will effect a change in management 
pra ct ic es th at will result in achievement of 
management objectives. 
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Comments Received From Elko Resource Area 

Comment: 

Response: 

Comment: 

Response: 

The TRT indicated that there has been some l iv estock 
use in the Castle Ri dge Pasture on a yearly bas is, but 
the evaluation says the pasture hasn't been used at 
a 11. 

One of the i ssues of the 1990 TRT was to dete rmine i f 
the Castle Ridge pasture was a viable par t of t he long 
term grazing system. The TRT reco mmended, in t he 
short term, to continue to use the pasture, but l imit 
use (50-100 head) bas ed on the current wate r 
ava il abil'ity . The l ong term recommend.ctLion was to 
devel op wat e r in the pastu re t o improve livest o~k and 
wi ld horse dist r ibution . Lives to d : did not 1.:s e t hi<:­
past ure during the eval uat io n period due to the 1 2c ~ 

of available wate r . 

No where in the evaluation is a di sc ussio n o~ whether 
horses are causing adverse impacts to vegetation or 
water sources. Ac,::or·ding to IBLA, if hcrses .:1r2 riot 
impacting the vegetation or not causing ddinage tc ':.he 
range they should not be re duced in numbers. 
Pages 62 and 63 give several alter nat i ves for AHL, but 
other than discarding the CRMP number doesn ' t : avor 
one alternative over another. Since there is no data 
to show the impact of horses under any of the 
alternative it would be diff ic ult t o pi ck a course of 
actio n. 

A.cc o r· d i n g t •J IB LA , " sect i on 3 ( b ) ( '.? ) of t he [ ,,.; i ' d hots e 
and burrn] Act expressly pr ovides that remov-.:::7 shc117 
pro ceed only 'u nt il all excess ani mals have been 
removed so as t o restore a thr iv ing nat ural ecological 
ba l ance to the r-ange, and protec t the range from t:1e 
deterioratio n assoc iated with overpopulation.' 1E 
u.s.c . §1333(b)(2) (1982) (emphasis added) ... . We 
interpret the te rm AML within the context of the 
statute to mean that 'optimum number' of wild hors es 
which results in a thriving natural ecological balance 
and avoids a deterioration of the range." (109 IBLA 
119, 6/7/89) 

"'[E) xcess animals' are defined in the statute as wild 
free-roaming horses and burr os 'which must be removed 
f rom an a rea in order to preserve and maintain a 
thriving natural ecological balance and multiple-u se 
r-elati onship in that a rea.' 16 U.S.C. §1332(0 
( 1982)." (109 IBLA 115) (emphasi s added) 
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Comment: 

Response: 

May 20, 1994 

The carrying ca pacity (= Desi red Stocking Rate) of the 
Bullhead Allotment was determined th rough monito r ing 
data to be 5,990 AUMs. This figu re re prese nts the 
"thri v ing natural ecological balance" referred to in 
the Act, inasmuch as any use by herbivores in excess 
of this level will result in range dete rioration . 

Thernfore, the "optimum number" of wild hor·s es tf,at 
will resu lt in a thriving natural ecological bala nce 
is anywhere from zero (no horses on the range, a l ~ 
f ora~ e a ll ocat ed to livestock and wildlife) t o 492 
(all forage i s allocated to hors es and none t,J 
livest ock and wildlife) which was analy zed as an 
alternat ·ive in the P- 0 Grazing EIS . There ~s nc 
bi ol ogical basis f or dete rmin ing the all ocation of 
f ora ge between competing uses . This determin atio n i~ ~ 
decision to be made by the Area Manage r. The 
alternatives presented represe nt a choice of such 
decisions, which are based on projected population 
dynamics and constrained by the Str ategi c Plan 2nd 
multiple-use mandate s . 

A gr eat dea l of in f o rmat io n 1•1as pres ents, :! -:=-,~,; ~J"s 
riparian\fishet · i es re sources, however , non<2 vi -:t-c_, 

presented fo r- ter res trial wildlife . The c.::;n.:-;lt.;s1:)n:;. 
section addresses resul t s of terrestrial wildl i fe 
studies, however , this in f ormation is not ava i lable 
for re vi ew in the evaluation. 

The determinat i on as to the s ucces s or fa i~ure uf the 
wi l dlife objectives was based on data gathered f rom 
range utilization tr~nsects l oca ted in cru c ial 
habitats in the vari ous pasture s . The key a reas used 
in the cJeci s !on s concerning wildlife objecti\s:: were: 
0301, 0302, 0303, 0401, 0601 , and 0302 . In most 
cases, trend and ut i l iza tion data was collected at 
each site. Refer to Table 1 of the Bullhe ad Allotment 
Evalu at i on dated December 9, 1992, as well as Section 
IV.B.3,4 (pp. 24-36) for the specific findings at each 
key area. While the key species sampled were not 
necessarily important to wildlife, the eviden ce they 
present as to the level of grazing use is a good 
indication as to t he general impacts both liv est ock 
and wild horses are having on the area . BLM manua l 
6630 big game habitat monitoring transects have not 
yet been established on t his a ll otment, but are 
schedu l ed to be established i n 1993. 
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Comment: 

Response 

May ,., r, 
c..V f 1804 

p. 14, Long Term Objectives, Item s 6 & 7-What is meant 
by "good condition" for riparian areas needs to be 
defined. 

Items 6 & 7 should be rewritten to read: 

6) Improve or maintain 245 acres of asp en habi t at 
types t o ensure good rep roducti on and maximize 
rec ruitment \·i i thin U1e sta nd. (WL 1. 3, F 1. 3 , CRM? 
Obj. it6) 

7) Imprnve ·Jr maintain 544 c1cres of ri pE!i"ian anci 
1neadow habi tat type s to ensu re spec ies di ve r ~i ty and 
quality, and rnax.imize r·eproducti on and r ec .. ui ~:1ne:·:t. ~ 

w,)od ripa r·ia.n spec ies . :.wL 1.5, AMP Gbj. #1':, C:R:•1F' 
Obj. it6) 

Comments From Nevada Department of Wildlife 

Comment: 

Response: 

Comment: 

Response: 

Comment: 

The CRMP recommended livestock exclosu re s at So~t h 
Fork, Pole Creek , and Kelly Creek. !n aJd i ~' 0n t o 
fencing pr ojects, it pr oposed th r ee 1·ea,-,:, r e::,": tc , 
pr :Jte ct f L;he r-i(?S .rn d dsp,3n ve~etation 3s ::,:,::-. .:,iated \·t it :·, 
South For·k, 1<E:lly Cr-eek, 3nowstor m· Cr·eek, \\'~nt2 ,'.':­
Creek and Pole Cr-eek by 1983. 

The CRMP recommended a complete pasture di visiJr· fen~ a 
separa t in g Castle Ridge Pasture f rom F~r3t C:e2~ 
Pas tu re and Snowst orm Fl at Pastu re ir a manne r that 
excluded livesto ck f rom access into the Sowth Fork 
except at wat e r gaps. The South For k E~clo sure w2; 
bui lt ii", 'J ,e 108O's. Three year·s of re~-t, 19e ?- 1S25, 
was tc=;,:, en i n the Snowstorm Flat Pastur2:. Rest wc.~s 
given to rip~ ri an , fishe ries, and aspen s tands af 
First Creek , Snowstorm Creek, Winters Creek, and 0

~ •Q 

Creek during these three years. 

CRMP obje cti ve #4 states full rest to Layton Creek 
Seeding, Castle Ridge Burn, and Snowstorm Flat for a 
minimum of three years. 

Castle Ridge Pasture was rested throughout the 
evalu atio n period, 1983-1991. Snowstor m Flat Pasture 
was r·ested f rom 1983-1985 and the Layton Creek Seeding 
was neve r implemented. 

We fou nd no reference in the CRMP objectives to 
esta bli sh reasonable AUM demand for wildlife. 
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Bullhead Allotment 

Response: 

Comment: 

Response: 

Comment: 

Response: 

Comment: 

Response : 

Comment: 

May 20, 1994 

Objective 110 of the CRMP established AUM demand f or 
wildlife. 

Water developments were proposed in the Bullhe ad AMP 
in 1985. After eight years, is it reasonable to 
assume that funding is not available to complete these 
projects by 1996? 

With budget const ra ints, work load priorit ~es, and 
water rights i ssu es the SLM has not been ab 1e t o 
implement the propo sed range improvements i11 +:he 
normal three yea r planning cycle. 

We do ilOt concur- that a1lo wab l e use level s c,1 .. 

util i zati on limits E\re mere ta r"gets t o be met ,);' :,ot 
rnet. 

The allowable use levels are to be used for monitoring 
and analysis of achievement of short and long term 
objectives. These allowable use levels will dicta t e 
live stock r-emovals. The short term obje ctives can be 
exrnnined on an annual basis after the end cf the 
grazing season when mcnitoring dat a is collected and 
~nalyzed . All data wi ll be evaluated annuall; t ' 
detennine if short and lo ng term objecti ves are be~n9 
met and to determine if changes in management wi11 be 
required to meet objectives. The next evaluation is 
sch eduled for 1997. 

The addition of more perennial grasses to be rnonito ;·ad 
fut·ther emphasizes the dominance of livestod gr az·ins 
ubjectives over fish and wildlife resources . 

The techni ca l recommend,1tion to ,--evise the Bul;!;ead 
Monitoring Plan wc-s wan-anted bec 8use the k'::!y •:;pecies 
to be added were not included under the key species i~ 
the monitoring pl an . When the Key Areas were se le cted 
and se t up, the pre se nt key species in that particular 
range site were accounted for, but if a change in 
seral stage was to occur and movement occurred toward 
a higher seral stage, the occurrence of the additional 
key species should occur as indicated by the range 
site description and be accounted for. 

The Bullhead Allotment Monitoring Plan lists 
chokecherry , service berry and snowberry as key species 
to be monitored. These spec ies were not addre ssed in 
the allotment evaluation 
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Bullhead Allotment 

Response: 

Comment: 

Response: 

May 20 , i994 

The three species you have referred to a re lacking in 
the available data for the Bullhead All otment, and 
other allotments due to a lack of te rrestrial big game 
habitat monitoring transects . This allotment and 
others are slated for establishment of BLM Manual 6630 
habitat studies in 1993, which include age and f or m 
class of t he key browse species. 

We assume wildlife existing numbers a re based on t ~e 
pe rc entage of Snowstorm deer and antelope h.:;.bii:at ;;,.s 
compared t o the habitat located in Unit 066-068 . 
Also , bighorn sheep numbers are based on a populati on 
model for the herd resid ing in the Little Humboldt 
Allotment . 

Reasonable numbers for deer and ant el ope, as listed i n 
th e Bullhead Allot ment Evaluation are derived fr om 
1983 Paradise-Denio RPS (Table 2. page s even ) . ,e..fte r 
reviewing the 1981 P-D Land Use Plan, and t he CRMP 
decision f or the Bullhead Allotment, it was found th at 
the li st in g of 370 AUM's for bighorn sheep in the RPS 
and al l otment evaluation, was 1nco1·rect . Tl:e cu:T e,:: 
value for the reasonable for age demand for bi ghorn 
sheep s!1ould be 190 AUM's . Sever·a l discrepa ncies h3 .'/2 

been found in the 1983 RPS, and are being corrected . 
The Subheading (ELKO) in the LUP indi cates that Units 
066 and 063 were considered in coming up with this 
f i gure of 190 AUM's. 

Mr. Don Armentrout, former Wildl i fe Biol ogist i n th e 
Winnemucca District, and ot her s de riv ed the initial 
reasonable numbers as shown in the LUP, and I 
disc ussed thi s work on reasonable numbers with Mr . 
Armentro ut on February 12, 1993. We di scuss ec w~·1etr:e:­
or not a populati on model had been used i n arriving at 
the original number for bighorn sheep rea sonable 
numbers. He told me that the original number was 
arrived at using methods derived from BLM Technical 
Notes 384. He further provided a simplified recount 
of the steps they went through to obtain the 
reasonable numbers in the 1983 RPS. The methods whi~h 
were used in simple terms were: Reasonable density of 
sheep (4 per mi.- for instance) X number of square 
miles of potential habitat X a habit at rating val ue 
which r epresent s habitat condition s as a percen t of 
optimum= the reas onable carrying capacity f or the 
area . 
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Bullhead All t ment 

Comment: 

Response: 

Ccmrnent: 

Res ponse: 

May 20, 199-+ 

How can mule deer habit at be rat ed as good , when key 
mountain browse spe c ie s of the Bullhe ad Allo tment 
evaluat i on did not recognize these key species nor 
asse ss the habit at delineated i n the l and use ~l an . 

The arrival of a "Good" rating for mul e deet · habita : 
on the Bullhead Allotment was der iv ed f rcm r :rn ge key 
ar eas locate i n c rucial big game hab itat . ~r end 2rd 
Utili zati on data fr om t he foll owiilg ke; a.:·E:as (0301, 
0 3 0 2 , 0 3 0 3 , 0 4 O 1 , 0 6 0 1 , 0 9 0 2 ) i ,~ cl ~ cat e s 1 ~ s i ·, t : ~ 

mode rat e uti l izat i on cf key l ivestock fora~e species. 
Whi l e the key spec ie s sampl ed on t:·,1:: rJn9 e -':.r ,:-,nse•~'.::; 
ar-e ncJt t he spi;)cies i dent if ied in the A.MP, th~ 
evid ern:,2 tr-~/ presen t as t c1 t he 1•2'/8i ,::,f s,· :lZ!, ;J iw'~,2 

i s -:'i gocd i ndicaticn as t o the gent:r...11 ~iT1p2i_;.::~:. 
1 ivest ock and hot"ses ,:i_re h,wi11g on t1·1<~ :\ t -?.:-,. EL' \ 
manual 6630 big game habit at monitC('ng ':.r-ans~cts v1~7; 
be est abl ishe d in 199 4. 

How can sa ge grouse habitat be consider ed "pro t e·.:ted" 
when a ll available use pattern mappin g data indic2te d 
heavy t o seve re use by live st ock and wi l d horses on 
,111 ;-i p:::\I' i an .J 1·eas :' 

The t e f'm "pro tect ed" was intend ed t o mean :na.in'.:.E.'r·,2J 
in i t s curr ent s tatu s . Avail able ran ge moni toring 
dat a f or t he Bullhead Allotment ind i cate s an overa l l 
decl i ne in levels of use on the upl ands. The 
cond i tion of rip a rian habitat i s recogni zed as posing 
a s ignific ant thre at t o sage gro use popula t ions i n t~e 
Bullhead Allotment. The reduction in use of t he 
monitored key species indicates progr ess has been mace 
t awat"d improvi ng t he wi ldlife habit at on t he 
a ll otment. The drought condit ions which have 
persis ted t hrnughout t}~e regi on in the l a~~.t f ;v(; ,1e2:·::, 
have i nte ns if i ed the effe ct s l ives t ock ::i.1·e h~w~r19 en 
t he r ipar i an habit ats by modi f yin ~ l ives t ock movements 
and reducing the over a ll production potential of t hose 
areas. A change i n management identified in the 
evaluation process can minimize thi s threat. 

Comments Received From Commission For The Preservation of Wild 
Horses 

Comment: "The HMA cons ists of the entire Bu 11 head A 11 otmer.t o f 
which the hor ses can use only a port io n under the Land 
Use Plan. As you state 'the HMA boundar y sha l l remain 
as i s ,' however , wild hor ses are not al l owed the 
benefit of use of t hat ent ir e ar ea .... I niti a ll y th e 
hot"ses would be a ll ocated 21% of the limited por ti on 
of th e HMA t hey are a llowed to use, t his seems onl y 
fa i r." · 

81 



Bullh ead Al l otment 

Response: 

May 20, 199 4 

The HMA boundary does not cons i st of the ent ir e 
Bull head a ll otment . See page 2 of allotme~ t eva l uati on 
dat ed December 9 , 199 2, and t he HMA map that was a l so 
i ncluded. Exc lu di ng t he summer pas ture s , Rabbit , and 
t hat portion of th e Ory Hill s wi thi n the HMA. bounda;-y , 
t he main use area is 41% of t he al l ot ment . If the 
ent ire Dry Hill s past ure is incl uded in the use area , 
t he figu re r i ses to 62%. 

The HMA boundary was estab l ished i n 1932 wit h 
publication of the f ina l Para dise -Deni o Grazin g EIS. 
The ea ste rn bound~1r·y re p1--esented .3.n ar b~t~~,.· ;1 j~/:s.i,::· 
betv,een tt1e Snows t er m ,?.nd Osgood Moun t ::. in ~ r,sr:: US:; 

ar·eas . At t he ti me o f t he EI .S, t he n~ ,1,s;~ ,,::.j .. :::,·,.:<::: 
1-:hdts oe1e 1· wit hin th e Bull head Al~ o~;~ent ,__.t:·,(::; t: ·i:-1· 
the a ll otment boundary fe nce . I t was assL.;':·:e~ t':,i y: :t.; ·::. 
would occ ur bet-.~een t he Snowst orms and the Osgoods . 
The Osgood area subseq uently had all it s hc r ses 
removed when t he resource area gat her ed a ll hors es 
from the checker·boa r·d lancls , but the bou11dary :·emain:;, 
J'1d div i de~:, t he Dry Hills Pas tur e i n an ::c,b~tr·:;,,;-y a:1,:l 
'11ea.11:ng l es~ f as hi on. As :1 r e<:,ult the hE,d us .. :? .:;::::: f · 
t he Snowst ar--rn Mount a in s HM.l\ has d(~ f act o : i-.·~ .. L!jecJ t.'.··2 
e nt ~l'e Ory Hil ls field , .::1s 1✓ e7l ciS that p;J':.~ .-,: A 
Fit-s t Cr ee k Basi n that is te chnically oJtside ':r,e 
boundary . 

Ho rse s ar e 31 1 owed t o use t he ent ir e HMA, n,e 
All ot ment Eva luati on s t ates ( p . 5,3) " it is !·e,:.omrne1·,dt::d 
t hat wi ld hor ses be maintained pr imarily wit hi1·, C'::l:;t~~­
Ric!ge , Fi r st Cre ek and Dry Hills pas t ur-es ." (s-r:1pr·1.:1si'.":, 
added) Thi s does not prec lud e use of t he ot he • 
pas-tu 1·es; howeve r- hor·se use in t he su1nme , pa:::,tur·es L 
e~pec ted t o be , ~mited due t o t he f en~es . 

It is unclea r what the 21?6 f i gur-e qu·Jted re fe(s ~c, . ~f 
it re f er s to the amount of l and area avai l abl e t o th e 
horse s , tha t i s i nco t-rec t, see above . If it refe rs t o 
t he dmount of f ora ge consumed by wild horses unde r 
Alternat ive 2, t hat number is tho se AUMs consumed by 
t he pr ojected minimum number of hors es . The i nitial 
ra t e would be 33% of DSR. If only t he AUMs i n t he 
spr i ng pastu res ar e cons id ere d under Alter nat ive 2 the 
pe rce ntage of DSR would be 47%, 72% and 97% For 
mi nimum, i niti a l and maximum number s respecti vel y . 
Under Al terna ti ve 1, t he pe rce ntage s woul d be 23%, 
36;'{;, 48%. 
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Bullhead Al lotmen t 

Comment: 

Response : 

May 20, 1984 

"We could [s ic ] li ke to commend you on t he use o f 
popul at ion mode li ng i n dete rmini ng the futu re 
vi abi 1 it y of your wild horse 1·1erds ." 

The popul at ion model was based on data obtained during 
a recent gathe r (Bl ack Rock Eas t ) . As more in f ormati on 
becomes avail able speci f ica lly fo r this area , the 
model para mete rs may change which cou l d change t he 
predict io ns. 

Comments Receive d From Wild Hors e Organized Assistance 

The comments were the same as Cammi ss i on For The Preserv 2t ~ ::,1-1 •~f 
w·i ld Hot"ses . 

Comment s Rece ive d From The Permi ttee 

Comment : 

Response : 

Comment: 

Response : 

Firs t Cree k Pasture and a por t ion of the Kinney 
Pas t u,·e is th e spr-ing use ai- ea . 

T,,e selected rna.na.se ment schedules 1~11: :-12.ve spr\ :1s ~.s::: 
i1-1 the Cc:ist ~e Ridge , r lr"5:,t Creek anc! ltie:ot f<~n:e-' 
p,J.stures . 

Summer past ures shoul d also inc l ude a c~ape rat ' ve 
ef fort fro m the wildl if e and l iv est ock i nt e rest t a 
f ence the riparian ar eas cf both fede ra l ~nd pr\\ate 
lands t o eli minat e ove ruse . 

"T'he obj ective s f or wetland/ ri parian hc,bitats h? ,'18 ~1-J": 

b1.~2r1 !'1et thrnugho ut the ev~tluat ion period dus ::i r·1eav/ 
u~-e by lives t ock and wild hor·ses . The selscte c: 
m.:i.nagement acticn will re duce stockin g lE:ve1

-:. , :;hc ,·~er~ 
the summer season of use , enf orc e allow~ble use 
levels , and fence Pole Creek . To ensure that th e 
st re ambank r ip aria n and wetl and/ri parian utili zat i on 
obje ct iv es will be met, a ll owable use le vel s of 30% 
and 50% will be enforced, dict at i ng l iv estock :·emoval. 
Cooper ation in fencing Pole Cree k, exist i ng habitat 
f or LCT, wi ll allow for attainment of the s t reambank 
ripari an habitat obje ct ive, thu s , improv in g water 
qua l it y and f isheries on t his a ll ot ment . At this 
time , f enc in ~ is not be i ng conside1 ·ed on the public 
re0che:!s of Fi rs t, Snowstorm, and Winte,-' s Cree i--;s due 
to t he t opog;·apily and/o r- dense st ands of woody 
r iparian vegetation . 



Bullhead All otment 

Comment: 

Response: 

Comment: 

Response: 

Comment: 

Response: 

May 20 , 19?4 

The summer seaso n of use should begin f rom 6/ 1- 6/3 0 
and end fro m 8/ 1-9 / 1. 

The summer seas on of use will begi n 07/ 01 . Al lo wable 
use level s wi ll be enf orced to ensu re atta i nment of 
t he str eambank ripar i an and wet l and/riparian habi~a t s . 
The all owable use levels wi ll also dict at e pasture 
movement and/or removal of li vest ock f rom t he 
allotme nt if the al l owable use levels are r eac~ed. 

Wi nter us e shoul d begi n f rom 10/1 5 - '.1/ '.5 and end 3/1 
- 4/1 . 

r :·;e se lec t ed management act ior·1 w~11 ha·✓ 8 i•1.,,:"'r- '_be 
th E: Ciiy Hi :l ; ::tn,:l Rabbit p~15tu r8 :: s t ar-t ~r10 1'. /G ~ _=in,_~ 

2r1di,, 9 0::/ :::8 . E1tend in 9 t he w ir 1t E?r· u:,e pe(icc: ,, ; · 7 
no~ have an adver se effect on t he veget ative r2scu ~ce 
because plan t grn1-,tl1 dur i ng most r)f t his t irne i:::. 
minimal , and th e pote ntia l for vegetati ve growth is 
fa vora ble once t he livestoc k ar e removed on 02/2 3 . 

Re,nov i ng hor se use t h3t is 400~~ of the agreed l € '.' -:; 7 ::­
,'.,nd ir ,1p le me 11t i ng t he pr"o per- too ; ::;, for r·~·u:se m-3.::?~8,.,8,·;: 
.::r"e the 2nc.,wers . 

The ",:,greed le vel s " were inv a l id,:1ted by t he I 2L;l.. 
Dec i sion of June 7 , 1989 . 

Comments Rece i ved From USFWS (Ver ba l) 

Comment: 

Resp.:ms e : 

Comment: 

Res ponse: 

Comment : 

Response : 

Why is there a di ffe rent uti l i zat i on per cent 2,9e ir; 

wet l and and r i parian habi ta t s es pecia lly Ke lly C(es~ . 

Vel ly Cre e~ has l es s t han one mile of publicly owned 
lan d ( SLM) a l ong it . Th is syst e111 p re viuus ~, 1-;.;1':; 

s t ocked wi t h br co~ tr out by NCOW and 1s not sch edul ec 
for· U1honta n cut th1·oat tr out recu·-1e i', . Ncne cr,e · -2·s5 , 

Kel,y Cr<;ek wi ll be managed fo r r· ipa ri an value s . 

We would lik e t o see a ta bl e of key ripar ia n pl ant 
species . 

See Tabl~ 3 ( pp. 113-116) of allotmen t eva luat io n. 

We would l ike 3. monitor i ng pl an i ncor·pornt ed and 1-mul d 
li~e t o see midpo in t moni toring initiated . 

A moni t orin g pl an i s in the proc ess of being deve l oped 
for st reams l oc3ted withi n th e Bul l head All ot ment . ! n 
1992 , utiliz ation cages we r·e estab l ished a long Pol e 
Creek . To deter·mine r·emuval dat es , mid-po i nt 
ut i li zati on s tudies wi ll be conducted . I nit i al l y , 
monito r i ng will be foc used on the pr·io r ~t y Lahonta n 
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Bullhead Allotment 

Comment: 

Response: 

May 20, 1904 

cutthroat t rout streams (Pole Creek and the South Fork 
Little Humboldt River). It is anticipated that stream 
surv eys will be conducted about once every f our to 
five years. 

Stream habitat conditions are < 60%. We woul d like t □ 
see more emphasis on streambank stabil i ty parameters 
C-i e. measu 1-ernents of bank cover, etc . ) . 

Streambank stabil ity parameters are gathered during 
strea m survey s . When utilization data is collectad 1n 
r ipa r i an areas streambank sta bil ity fact or s wi 11 a lso 
!:,e co 11 ected . 

VIII. Selected Management Acti ons 

A. Livestock 

1. Grazing Preference Status (AUMs) 

2. Season 

a. 

b . 

C. 

Total preference 

Suspended preference 

Active prefe re nce 

of Use 

Early Spring Use 03/01 
Spring Use 04/01 
Summer Use 07/01 
Winter Use 11/01 

12, 050 

6,0EO 

5,990 

to 03/31 
to 06/30 
to 08/31 
to 02/ 22, 

3. Kind and Class of Live st oc~ - Cattle, Cow/Calf 

4. Percent Federal Range - 100% 

5. Grazing System 

85 



Bull head 

Year 

1095 

1996 

1997 

All otment 

The grazing system listed below is for the next 
per-iod . 

Early Spring Use (Each 

Pasture Livestock # Period 

Castle Ridge 460 03/01 

Spring Use 

Past ure Lives t ock # Per-iod 

E. First Cree k ') 'lQ 
....i~ v 04/01 

N. Snowstorm 132 04/0 1 

w. First Creek 3 ')" '- 0 04/01 
w. Kinney 136 04/01 

E. First Creek ,,,.,,., 
..;i '- c, 04/ 01 

N. Snowst orm ◄ ":' I") 
I -.,.J .;_ 04/01 

Summer Use (Each Year) 

Pasture Livestock # 

Lower Kelly 234 
Upper r'.e 11 y 513 

s. Snows t or·m 194 
E. Kinney 200 

Pasture 

Winter Use (Each Year) 

Livestock# 

Dry Hills 
Rabbit 

194 
265 

Int erim System 

Year) 

of Use 

to 03/3 1 

o f l_!'.:.e 

t o 06/30 
t o 06/30 

to 06/30 
to 06/30 

t o 0(5/2,0 
to 06/30 

Perio d of Use 

07/01 to 08/31 
07/01 to 08/31 

07/0 1 to 03/3 1 
07/01 t o 08/31 

Period of Use 

11/01 to 02/28 
11/01 to 02/28 

May 20, 1 '..1S4 

evalua ti on 

A.UM-:; 

450 

f::~l_'~~i ~. 

g;:o 
39 5 

080 
406 

no 
·: s:i 

AUi-ls 

476 
~ 0: C· 

305 
,'I !"' ...... 
~ ;..J . _ , 

767 
1047 

The Bureau's s t ra tegic plan f or wi ld horses will be i mplemented wit h the first 
capture s l ated f or 1994. Thi s will reduce the estimated population of 304 
adults to 90 adul ts whic h will be within the selected management range f or 
population of adult wild hors es . 
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8Ll1lhead Al7otme11t May 20, 1994 

During the interim , f orag e will be a llocated for the estimated populati on 1) f 

wild horses. This f orage will be made available by reducing th e number of 
li vestoc k us ing the Fir s t Creek and Snowstorm Flat Pastur es. The inte r im 
grazi ng system that will be fol lowed until the populat ion of adult horses i s 
reduced is as foll ows: 

1. Grazing Prefer ence Status (AUMs) 

') 
L • 

a . 

b . 

·~. 

Season 

Tot Al preferenc e 

2us pencied prefe rence 

Active p t"e Fe r·ence 

1. Authorized Use 

2 . Not Scheduled 

12 ,050 

t3,0 GO 

5,990 

5,022 

a. Unavail able t o 
l iv est ock di..:e t c 
wil d hors e use 

of Use 

Early Spr i ng 03/01 to 03/31 
Spring 04/01 t o 06/30 
Summer 07/01 to 08/31 
\-linter 11/01 to 02/23 

9132 

3. Kind and Cl as s of Live stock - Catt l e, Cow/Cal f 

4 . Pe r·cent Federc'\l Range - 100?-~ 
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Bullhead Allotment May 20, 1994 

Year 

1994 

1994 

1994 

5. Graz ing System 

Early Spring 

Pasture Livestock ~ Period of Use AUMs 

Castle Ridge 460 03/01 to 03/31 469 

Spring 

w. Fir·st Creek 0 No Livestock 0 
w. K'.nney ~36 04/01 t o 06/30 40~ 

Summer 

Lower Kelly 234 07/01 to 08/31 476 
Upper Kelly 518 07/01 to 08/31 1056 
s. Snowstorm 194 07/01 to 08/31 395 
E. Ki nney 200 07/01 to 08/31 406 

Wi nte,· 

Dry Hi 11 s 194 11/01 to 02/28 767 
Rabbit 265 11/01 to 02/28 1047 

Terms and Condit i ans: 

Salt and/or mineral block s sha ll not be placed wi thin cne quarter ( 1/ ~ 
mile of springs, s treams, meadows, r iparian habitats or aspen stands . 

You are required to pe r·f orm normal ma.-ir;tem rnce on the range imprn\'8ii'J~!·\~: 
as per your si gned cooperative agreements and section 4 permits pr iur· tu 
li vestock turn out. 

Any live s to ck owned or controlled by the permittee must be eartagged . 
The permittee must supply the BLM with a list of private eartags and 
numbers for the livestock that the permittee owns or controls. This 
list must be submi tted prior to turnout along with copies of live stock 
use agreements. 

Your ,:;er·tified actual use repor t by pasture is due 15 days after U1e end 
of the auth orized grazing period. 

All owable wse level s of 30% for s trearnbank riparian on Pole Creek and 
50% for wetland/riparian habitats will be enforced fo r all summer 
pasture s . These allowable use levels will dictate livest ock remova l s . 
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To dete rmine removal dates f rom the iummer pastures, m~d-point 
utilization studies will be conducted by BLM specialists . Additional 
studies may be t·equir ed before and after the mid-point ins pectio n . \~hen 
streambank riparian utilization levels on Pole Creek reach 25% ar 
wetland/riparian utilization levels reach 45%, the livestock operat or 
will be given a seven (7) day notice in which to remove 7ive sto(~ from 
the pasture and/ or allotment. The allowable use level reach ed f irst 
will dictate l iv estock removal. If the use le vel s reach 25~ o~ ist, the 
livestock may be moved to anothe r past ure if the use l evels 3re less 
thctn 20% on wetlan d/ ri parian habitats in the summer pastu re tt 1at the 
1 i "v'E':<:..tocl<. ar-e to be moved to. If the use exceeds 20J:;, l i v1c:st od. w i 1 '1 be 
remov,.>.d f rom the a llot ment. No gr az i ng will be authorized af ':et· 0S/31 
in U,e :oumir:et· pJ.•.:,tures . Uti l izaticn data ,,.,,117 be co ll ected ,:1,t t.:-.E 1:?nd 
of the graz in g pei·i-:xl in tl"1~.: spring c\nd w111ter p,:is ture·::. . 

The 3r"a..::ing authorization wiU1 tt ·,e :::.cf1edule of use out l in ed :n U··-= 
Selected Management Action will be the only approved use and a 11 : t he,· 
schedules, fle xibilities and terms and conditions add re ss ed in the 1182 
Coor dinated Resour ce Management Plan and the 1985 Allotment Managen1ent 
Pldn are suspended until the p~ans are revised . 

B. Wild Hors es 

Est3bl isr1 .:-~n ;pp rcpt·1ate Hana•:;E:inent Lev2l U,}i l. ) f,_J -:: -:: 
Snowstorm Mountain Herd Management Area (HMA) o f 140 ~du1t 
wild horses . The AML will be managed within the ranse ~f 
90-140 adult wild horses. 

Schedule a gather for the fall of 1994 t o red~ce ~ h ~ 
population of horse s to the AML if fundi ng is avai1Jble fer 
such gat her· . 

C. Wildlif e 

AdjLst rne11t to t he wild l ife popul ation l e·;els i s nc.t 
warra nt ed. Wi ldlife populations will remain at cur rent 
levels . 

D. Monito r ing 

1. Continue to implement the range l and monitoring program 
on the Bullhead All otment. 

2. Cont inu e to iden tify and establish Key Areas and 
co llect baseline data on upland sites. 

3. Establish monit oring studies on ripar i an areas . 
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4. I ni t ia t e Wi ldlif e Habi tat I nvent or y and 
Ripa r ia~/F is he r ies Habitat Stud i es . 

Mey 20, ~ss4 

5. Initiate ut i li zation stud i es to diffe re nti a te use by 
l i vestock and wild horses. 

6. Determ i ne ecological statu s fo r wet mead ows and st rea m 
r iparian areas . 

Oeterm i ne des ir ed sera l s t age s for Key fl.re as whe , 2: 

eculogica l conditi on has been deterrn i r.E:cl. 

7. C,mtinue with inten si ve wi ld hor se h1bitJt and 
rnonitor ·ing s tu d i es . Coll ect dat a t o c!e~2 n r,-j:-1e 
popul a t ion es tima t es , popul at ~on t rend , p0~~1~tion 
,:ha r'ac t e~·i st \cs, popul .:it ion dyna:ni c .:;, 32as •J; ·:.:.,' 

movement pat te ri 1s and popu~a.V on ana l 7-::.is. 

E. Objecti ves 

The a ll otment objectives under whi ch the gra z i~g us e wi~~ be 
monitol'ed and evalu ated should have the phrasi ng mod if i ed "'.:o 
.:1,::;cur L1t 8 ly r e C ect how thes E: objectives 'f/ ~77 be 'Jsed l: 1 th .1 
f ut u i e . Tl1e sf,or·t t er m obje c ti '✓ es cctn be e.1.dn1ned un a.n 
t1r1r1u.:t l b~isi s af tE:r U1e et ,cJ c,f the 9r o.zir;g se,:1.s011 •,.;heil 

1nunitor 1ng dat a is co l l ec ted and andl yzed. Al1 da ta. wi l: be 
eva lu ated t o dete rmine i f sho rt te rm obje ctive s are be ing 
met to determine if change s in management will be requ ir ed 
t o nieet obje ctive s . 

1 . Shot·t Term 

a . The objecti ve for ut i l iza t ion o f key ;: ' ;ti t 
s pecies (CA.REX, J UNCUS, POA., ASPEN) i 11 1ve t l :.1nd 
ri pa r ia n habit at s i s 50%. Ut i l iz ,3tior : dJ.t .:: v!"~: 
be co l lec ted at the mid poin t -:rnd at th e end e r 
the gr·az i ng perio d. 

b. The obje cti ve for util i zat i on of key st r eambank 
r ipa ria n plant species (CAREX, JUNCUS, POA, 
SALIX, ASPEN, ROWO) on South Fork, Pole, Fi rst, 
Snowstorm, Winters, and Kelly Creeks is 30%. 
Utilization data will be collected at the mid 
point and at the end of the grazing per io d. 

c . The obj ect i ve for ut i l i zat io n of key upl and 
pl ant spe ci es wi ll be 50% for ORHY, AGSP, ELCI, 
CREPIS, AGCR, SENEC, TRIFO, PONE3, 40% fo r SIHY, 
STTH2, FEID, SYOR, and 30% for ARSP5. 
Ut i li za ti on dat a will be collected at the end of 
th e gr azing per i od . 
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d. Utilization of key upland browse spec ies 
(snowberry, serviceberry, currant) i s ~0%. 
Utilization data will be co llected at the end of 
the grazing period. 

2. Long Term 

a . Manage, mai ntain and improve publi ::: _,·::1n:)el ::.1·:c! 
condit io ns to prnvide forage on a sustaineJ 
yield basi s f or live stock , with an i nit ia 1 
stoc king level of 5,990 AUMs . 

~- Man;.=tge, :nainta i n and im p rc'-18 pub1i c rs !;::Ji;;L~. -~.1 
conditio ns t,) prnv 1de for ,"\98 on ,:-i '., U·~-L"'~·:E:-:l 
yie l d bdsi s f c)r b·ig ::3ame, i,,1i th ,-.n i: i~ ~~3.' " iY:.Ji ~ 
demand of 1029 AUMs, for · mule dee r-, i01 ;..UM~- f c · 
pronghorn, and 190 AUMs f or big horn sheep . 

1. Improve to and maintain 25,263 asres in 
Snowstorms OY-23 , 35,35 9 ac re s in 
Snowstorms DY- 23 (El ko Co. ), S,255 ~c r 6s 
~n DY- 2.3 (Ct·uc,ia 7, E7~·.o C,:i . ) , : ,~,: c .:i.,:r 1:: ... ~ 

in Snowst orn,s DS-2 and 6,552 ,:i.::.:"-.:!s 'i': 

Snowst orms DS- 2 ( Elko Cc . ) in goc j t o 
excellent mule deer habi tat condi t'. on . 

2 . Improve to and maintain 50,137 acras i ~ 

SGowst orrns PY-10 (Elk o Co. ) , 24, 242 ac r~ s 
·:n Hot Sprin gs PY- 11 and 18,1i 1 ~n 
Snowstorms PY-10 acres in fair or· good 
prnnghorn habitat condit io n . 

3 . I mp:·ove to and mainta in 12,023 ,=t··.:--es H , 

Sno·,1-::.t on 1,s BY-11 di1d 48 ,40 3 .::,,: ;-es in 
Snc.Mst o1·ms BY-11 (Elko Co .) in gDud t c 
excellent bighorn sheep habitat condit ion . 

c . Improve or maintain suitable sage grouse 
strutt ing, nesting, brood rearing, and/or 
wintering habitat in good condition with the 
following conditions . 

j 

Strutting Habitat 
1. Low sa gebru sh or brush free areas for 

stru tt in g, and nearby a1·eas of sagebr ·ush 
hav ing 20- 50% canopy cover for loa f in g. 
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Nesting Habitat 
1. Areas with i n 2 mi l es of st rut t i ng grounds 
2. Sagebrush between 7 and 31 i nches i n 

,..,. ~-
4. 

Br·ood 
1 . 

2 . 

height (optimum= 16 inche s) 
Sagebrush canopy coverage 20-30% (optim um 
= 27%) 
Unde rstory cove r allow s for con:.e-:1lmer:t of 
t he nest 

Rear ing Habitat 
Sagebru sh ca nopy cover 10- 2 1% (opt imum= 
14;!~) 
Hi gh composi t i on of forb sp~cie~ 
Vigoro us ava ilab l e meadow veget at ion 1 ~ 

l at e summer and fall 

Winte r Habitat 
1. Greate r than 20% sa gebru sh can0py cove r 
2 . Areas do not mai ntain hi gh wint er snow 

depth as a fu nction of ele vat ion or 
t opo g r·aphy 

d . ~ta i ,,t ain ,rnd impi'ove t~·;e f r·~e r·,:1.;1mir 9 :.,s1·,,;: . ·· ;: 
of w i 1 d hor ses by prote ct in g ctnd e 1;h.?.rK i n:J t: ·I':: 1 r 
home ra nges . 

1. Manage, maintain and improve publ ic 
r-ange l and conditi ons to pro vi de an ~rit t1 1 
1 eve 7 of 1620 AUMs of for as.ie on a 
sustai ned yiel d bas is . 

,.., 
{.. . M.;;.·inUtin dnd improve wiicl hot·se h~tbH.at '.~,;.­

as surin g fr ee acce s s to wate r . 

2 . Imprcve t o c11·1d rr:ainta in 245 acre s of ::1<:pe•1 

habi t at t ypes t o ens ure good repr odu~t icn and 
maximi ze r·ec ru it ment with in the s tand . 

f . Improve to and maint a in 544 acres of r ip ar ian 
and meadow habitat types to ensure species 
dive r si ty and quality, and maximize reproducti on 
and recr ui t ment of woody rip a ri an specie s . 

J . Imprnve to and maint ain snowberry , ser v iceber ry, 
and cu r ran t wit h good rep roduct i on and ma.'c ;,11;::e 
recr ui t ment wit hin th e st and. 
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h. Improve to or maintain the f oll owing st ream 
habi tat conditions on South Fork Little Humboldt 
River, Pole, Fi r st, Snowstorm, Winte rs , Kell y , 
and Kinney Creeks from 59% on South Fork Little 
Humboldt, 56% on Pole Creek, 33% on ci r st Cree k , 
unknown% on Snowstorm Creek, unknown % on 
Winters Creel<, 5r6 on Kelly Cree k and unkno1v11 °~ 
on Kinney Creek t o an overa ll opti mum of sat or 
above. 

1. Stt ·eambank cove r 60~6 c:r above. 
') 
'- . Stre~n bank stab i l i t y 60% or above . 

Impr ove t o or m1i nta i n the water qua lity .:ft ~~ 
South co1·k c f t l·1e Lit t le Humbold t R1 -..e,.- t o Ciass 
A Wate r Qual i ty Stand ards and t he fo ll cwir J 
beneficial uses: livestock drink in g wate r, cJ 1 ~ 

water aquatic life, wading (water cont act 
recreation) and wildl i fe propagati on . 

Improve t o and ma i ~t a in t he water quJ 1 ~t ; - & 

Pol e , Fir s t , Snowst or m, Win te rs , and Ke11~ 
Cree ks ",c t:"1e st at 9 cr·~ter ia ~et f y +:.i,,.: 
fo ll m-, i ng bene f icia l uses: Li\-es t J-.:.k iJr'.r,ki nJ 
wate t· , co ld water s1quat i c l i fe, w2.cli ng (wa te r 
contact recreat ion) and wi ldlif e propa gat ion . 
Kinney Cree k' s water· qu3lity shou ld meet s: .3te 
crit e r ia f or liv est ock dr in k~ng wat e r and 
wi ldl i fe propagat i on. 

I t has been dete n:1i11ed th rough monit or fog tha t heavy a.nd se ve re U"3e has 
.Jc,.::un· ed on 'det l and/ ··ir,,u-i an and st rea mbank ripar ian hab it at s . Ey 
.>Jnt i nu i ng with pr·esent management, t hese sens i ti ve ar eas wi 11 cor,t ~ i-,,_.e 
tu be de\:)raded. 

Due to the lack of adequate stock water on the uplands in the Cast l e 
Ridge Pasture, the present AMP spring gr·azing system has never been 
followed. Consistent patterns of rest - rotation and periods of use i n 
other pastures has not been applied to the Bullhead Allotment throughout 
the evaluation period. 

The sp r in g past un:s have been ut i li zed from 04/01 t o 06/ 30 i n a two 
pas tu re re s t- rot ati on. While res t was incorpor ated into thi s system, 
the pa t te rns of re st have been irregular. 

The summer pas tu res , which contain the majority of the ri pa r ian a reas , 
have been utili zed f rom 07/01 to 09/30. While Kin ney and Snowstor m Fl at 
Pastures have been consistentl y rested every thi rd year , at a min imum, 
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Kelly Burn Pastu re has been grazed every year exc ept one dur i ng the 
evaluation period . 

Under the present syst em, utilization and distribution ~atterns are 
showing heavy use aro und wetland/riparian and s tre ambank riparian 
habitats within the spring and summer ~astures . 

! .:.:: .;.,. 

The s e12cted management act~ 0ns will reduce the acti ve prefere11ce of 
l i~est ock and a l so rsJuce wil d horse numbers to a level t hat is 
crnnr::..<ib le \•1ith meeting allotment spec ific objective s . Alcng with the 
re~~ction of l ivestock and wild horses, the summer sea sor1 of Jse wi~l ~~ 
shortened by one month and Pole Creek will be fe nced . 

T!~e 1w,~ug,.::me11t action will e1 imindte the pnssent tw o ~a·:;tur·::: spr· i 1<: ·•:-, ". 
1ct2t iu·1 s:t stem. Ear·l y sprin9 u::;e ( 03/01 to S3/.31 ) wi l"\ t;e n-,.:.,_:J;~ ' ;~ 1:.> 
Cast le Ridge Pasture every year. This pastur-e is short of late _;:> ~;, :.. 
and summer wate r· . Using U,is pastur· e in ear-l y spri ng ivill ':tli cw :o i· 
better di str ibuti on of l ives t ock on the uplands during the co,~1 p2r·t ~~ 
the year. Use in thi s pasture every year will not have en ~d~erse 
impact on the vegetative resou1·ce bec ::>.use th>? vegetatLm \l E• ~!--:e 
·.:ump'lete gr·o1vin9 :-,8:1sor: for" n~gr o·,d:h which ,,.,,; 1 ~ ._:,_; 101-: t h,2 pla ,· t s '.~ 

\"" . . 
. _, - ·- -· . 

Sprin J usi:: (04/C ~ t u 06/3G) w' 11 l::e made in t.}·.2 Fi .··st 8 ;e ~~-, t·l,:_:i,-':\·, 
Snowst orm and West f(inney Pastur-es . I n t he Snowstorm c:i.s t.ur e, .,._.,, t 0. 
Cree k Gcr·ge split s t!-,e p~=tstur2. The no(th e r--n por-t io n is 1~iore s~.j~t= .::~ '7 _. 

s p r-i119 u:,e . i.'s', ,SJ the northe1 11 part uf thi, , pc-:.': t L.:·,3 ~:~,· : ···,c.; ~'. cc ~.·· . -
- :. :."<I-

fen c, es m 8. y h .:iv e t c, l:· e c D 11 '.:-t tu r: '.:,~d ,_:. l .-: n g p n r · t ~ o 1 1 ', ,; .,. ':J i : 1 ti:: i ' -:- C :· :c S ! ~ 
c r;•_-_.;_:i·r:: :.,txnpl etc 1-:;;-";-:=11~t~ve :-,,~.:s ::·1 ◄.:-t? ~~ ,:1. r . .t~~i r1~ r-1c :··~h ¼nc~ 3.-_:1~t'.":. 1: .~2 

~ -1\-,:~-.,1~:J,.~1<, r,~:,·1,C•'/:"ll < ·~'.-(~: 1~1f r:r:./,.:.J ,·,i "'7 t~e tJr-:-r:ef·ic~-:~7 t ·] t:·1e :,l.~.--:-.. ::.~~--.-· 
. :; 1.•.; ~.~. ·; 1

1,_/ i ·~ .. t l.:~~ ._f ~i :·:::1=. . .:-.r:c! '.:r C'\·, ':, .. ~u:;n Cr <.?.eks t2c.Z1L~'.::2 + ~l -:8 •"·.;.;:;r >,\":1 

:··,, .:·Ju1,.i.,~_.-:,., 1 ,.,~, ·i ... n i:•1 tui' . \¥: ; ~ : r;1pr"'"'J',18 tf ~e v, .. ~ter c;u:11 it/ ... 1 t·:c! 7~::: -:-· i= -~ .. c 

t; ':; ·~. ·~ ~ : :~•. ':: ~ ~ :<. t ·::-. 

I n th e yectr tfk:t the No.-th Snowstor m Pasture is bein9 uti"1ized, :: ;e 'ties': 
Kinney PastLre will be re sted . This res t will allow fo r an i ~crease ir 
plant v'.gor and see dli :19 estdbli shment plus gi ve the ri pari an areas a 
t·ecuvery pet·iod. The "rim" in Kinney Pasture splits the pasture. Srna77 
areas and gaps between rims may have to be fenced for complet e 
effect iv eness in sepa rating east and west Kinney. The West Kinney 
Past u re is dor:ri11ated by chea tgrass and live stock wi ll ,naxi111i: e t.'·e us·?. 
un th '.:'! sveen, r~·alctLtb le ve9et2.ti0n at this t ime of ye:.:1( (C~/01 tu 
06/30 ) . 
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Fir st Cr·eek Pas ture \•1i l l cont in ue to be used eve ry year a'.:, a spr ing 
pas t ure . Iii U1e yec,rs tha t Not·th Snowsto rm Pasture is schecJu7 ed f ,j •" 

use , th e eas te rn half of Fir st Creek Pastu re will be used and in t he 
years that ~est Kinney wi l l be used , th e weste rn hal f of First Cree ~ 
Pas t ur e will be used . Ri ding of Fi rs t Creek Pastu re ~s es sent ~a1 t o 
mai nt ain t he i nteg r it y of this sys tem. This wi11 requi r e commitment by 
the 7 i ves toc k oper-at or t o ensure tha t the 1 i vest o,:k a r-e ~n t r;e 
aut hor i zed areas . 

The sel ect ed management acti on wi ll al so change the grazi ns s ,stE: ~ r o~ 
t he curre nt AMP th r-ee pas tur e rest- rot at ion system on t he summer 
p~1st ur1::, to a f our p21-:::;t Lne :.V'~,zin g sys te m. Under t his ::-/St': !· ·c·~-•::. 
pGsture w171 !.·,3 used G'✓ e t y yE:a.r fr om 07 / 01 to 03/ 3 1 • l.. i •,c~::;t ,_., ,,,,."!''.),:: .. 
in .:~etch p:_1:~tt..:r·8 y,1 i ll \/ .?.r·/ based on t~"ie ~e~·-·re c! S~,:Jckin g P.2~-::,?~-~ ... ,.._J• 

pa stLu·e .. Al l uv,atle use 1eve : s of 30s~ f o:, s ~re e.mbank ri ;'.)2.r-~~lr: :J~ ·i ~u '.2 
Cree k and 50% f or wet l and/ri par-i an habi t at s wi l l be enf ar-ced f ur a ~l 
summer pastures . These al lowable use lev e l s wil l dictat e l iv est u: k 
removal s . To determine removal dat es f rom t he summer pastu res , mid­
poi nt ut i 1 iza tion st udi es wi ll be conduct ed by BLM spe cia 1ists . 
. A.ddi t ion~,7 .;~tu die s may be requi:"ed befor e and af ter · the ini d-p c~n t 
:nspecti ,x1. 't•Hien <:,trect mbank r"ip 2.r-1,s1n ut i l iza t ion le ve ls (;;·1 p,;: ,::. C:·et::~. 
rea ch 25~& ur· 1,,1,.;t: and/ r ip .3.r-ia11 uti l iza t i on l eve l s rE1,:t,:.h ..l..:'.-''. , '~!-:e 
li vest oc:..: ·Jper"at e,1· 1,i ~1 be giv en -=i :;:.even( -:') da; nct L:e ~ti '?/t:i::-: t c 
remove 7 i vest ock fr om t he pc"lst ure and/o r the al 1otment. =f ~:·;-:: ,""'·=E: 
le ve ls te .:1ch 25;b ,)r 45?b, t he li vest ock may be moved t o anot t·1et· p2.'.::t1..,:-e 
i f the use 1evel s are le ss th an 20% on wetla nd/ rip a r ia n hab i ta~ s ~ :1 t ~e 
summe r- past ure that t he 1 i vesto ck are to be moved t o . If th e usE: 
e:<cee.:l~, 20~b, l i vest ock wil l be removed f rom th e a ll otment. ~io s•·3: i: :9 
will be 3ut hori ~ed in the summe r past ures aft er OS/31 . 

All owab l e use 1eve , s on st,ea mban~ r i pa r ian habi t at s for Fir st , 
s1·;cv1s ':~n·m, ar1c! 'tJi nt.e,- ' ·:: c ,-eek 1~111 not be enfor"'ced bec~'1'-1se th e pub 1 ! ,: 
reaches o f the se habi tat s are i nacces s ible t o l i ves t ock due t a 
t opogra phy and/o r dens e st ands of woody r i pa r i an veget ati on . Al7Jwab1e 
use le ve l s of 50% f0r upl and r ip ar i an hab it at i n th e summer pas ~~r e s 
will be enforc ed. 

Winte r use will be tak en f rom 11/ 01 to 02/28 i n the Dry Hil l s and Rabbit 
Pasture s . The util izat i on wi ll be taken when pla nts are dormant, thu s 
the veget ative res ource will not be adve rs el y effe cted. The 02/23 
removal date from these pastu res will a llow f or growth of the veget ati ve 
resour ce dur in g t he spring and summer growing se as on. 

Due t o t he impacts of mini ng , th e Bul l head Seeding wi l l be used as 2 

hold i ng f aci lit y t o f ac i l itate l i ves t ock movement s t o and from wi nte r 
and sprin g use a rea s . 
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The current estimated population of adult wild horses on the Bullhe ad 
Allutment is 304 animals. After a gather in the fall of 1994, horses 
will be distributed throughout Castle Ridge, First Creek, and Ory Hil l s 
Pastur·es based on wild horse distribution through the year s 1986-19 93 . 

A distribution flight conducted with a fixed wing aircraft 6n October 7, 
1993 counted 311 horses (255 adults 56 foal s ). Since thi s number was 
well above the numbers counted in 1992, a con f irmation f l i ght us in g a 
helicopter· was made November 5, 1993 . This flight counte d 297 total 
horses (233/59). This analysis will use t he figu res from the 11/5/13 
flight. The reas ons for the diffe1·ence with 1992 at thi s point i::: 
unkr,own ; hvwever it is unlike ly that si gni fic ant numbe1·s of 1-;cr•oe,: :He 
,ni gr~ ti n~ back and fort h from Elko District t o skew the f i gur·es . The 
onl y ct: ·,e (· poss i bility for m·igr .:1tion i s via R(Jdear FL1t , but t t·,~,-~ i·.2:: 

r;ot been obse1·ved. n1et·e for·e tl1e i 992 ric,·se number s a re not 1 '31 but 
something else. Trie 1992 numbers a re estimat ed at 267, as fol:c 1v.·::,: 

238 adult horses ( 1993) ~ . 893 (avg. survival rate) = 267. 
Of this, 19.8% are assumed to be foal s ( 1993 fo a l crop, 59/297). So then, 

267 x o. 1gs = 2~4 adu lt s (1992). 

Fi r·st 
Castle 

The next step i ~. to U,ke the aver-age number ,Jf r;orses ~ n each ;:, ::(~•-::,J; 1: , 

~or the 4 flights in 1992. The as sumpti on i s that alt huL: _Jf°, tl,e n• . .1;,:Le::: 
may be off, the propo r tion was re as onably accu r"ate. The f "s ,, ·,::: J.i"F:: 

3/92 5/92 7/92 9/92 Ave. ~h of ave. 

Creek 75 105 71 14 66 .:!8. ::,c 1 
. ·c 

Rdg 9 '3 10 73 ')C: 
'- '• f 1 5. '.) 

Dry Hi 11 s 47 29 32 35 36 22. ' I 

t'. i nney 51 ..,,, 0 1 5 22 1 3 . "· .. .., 
S ,o-,.1st orm Flt __} _ _ 4 26 _11 ◄ ,., 

__!2 __1,_Q 
Tot .. =t l ~85 169 139 159 163 100.0 

Multiplying the percent age in each pasture by the assumed number of adult s in 
1sn, i.e. 214 : 

Fir s t Creek . 405 X 214 = 87 
Castle Ridge .159 X 214 = 34 
Or y Hi 11 s .221 X 214 = 47 
Kinney . 135 X 214 = 29 
Snowstc,rm Flat . 080 X 214 - 17 -

Use pattern mapping conducted November 13, 1992 showed areas of hea vy 
use i n eastern First Creek pasture. Thi s was caused by horses and 
cattle, of which there were 966 i n the pasture using 1185 AUMs (f rom 
actu a l use repo rt) . Horse use i s computed using the average number of 
adults in the pasture and multiplying by 12: 87 x 12 = 1044 AUMs. 
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Bullhea d Al l otment May 20, 1SS4 

There f ore the heavy use was caused by 1044 AUMs of horse use and 1185 
AUMs of cattl e use ; total of 2229 AUMs . The desi red st □ck~ng rate ( from 
AE) is 1505 AUMs . The dif f erence is t he refore 2229 - 1505 = 724 AUMs. Of 
thi s , 46 .8 % was caused by hors es ( 1044/2229) . Ther ef or e hors e AUMs above 
t he DSR shou l d be red uced 724 x . 468 = 339 AUMs . This will suppc rt 
339/ 12 = 28 hor ses, which is t he number to be removed f rom the pasture . 

No horses need be r·emoved f rom Cast l e Ridge and Dr y Hills ~ast~ !0 ~, 
since t her·e i s no ec:.essive ut i l ization . All h'.)rses shc-ulj bt: .· -2,-:1:: 1.:sd 
f rom Ki1111ey and Snowstorm Fl at si nce the s8 are :.::.ummer past.He ::., ~ 0( 

which the r-ecomrnend,1t 1 on is t o Uy t o kee p r·1orses cut. 

;=i ,-st c ~--2ek -
Ct.~s-t::e ~.id9t~ 
Or'y Hill s 
Total 

= '; .:1 

= 47 
140 

The AML r-ange woul d be 91- 140. This rang e shou:d be att2:i1,:1.ble w; t}1i~ 
one gather . 

The analy sis of ma11itaring data ~ndicates that the multip~ e ; sa 
objectives fo 1· the Bullhe ad .t..77otment ~u·e not being met . Tr,-=: .:1na: y:,'::: 
of utilization and use patte rn mapping dat.;1, ~ncJicated trBt ~ivs~-t:.:.:::. 
were the primary f ac t or in the non- achievement of the mult i ple u2e 
obje ctives in the summer pastures and that liv estock and wi ld horses 
were t he primary factors inhibit i ng achievemen t of the multiple us~ 
objectives in the spring pastures . . t..nalysis of tf ie e:,;:::,t"r -9 ,,,2.1- ?·J 2 ;·;,-2•'.t 

cf v1i1d1ife indicate s th at wildlife popul ati c::ns '.n t:-1e 8ullhe: .~! 
All otment are not contri but i ng to t he fa i lure i11 meeting the ~ult ~p~e 
use ubje r~tive s . H 1er·e·f ·:i1·;:: , -:t chan9 9 in the exi sting 1-11ldli fe 
pupulat io ns 0 1· t iie exi· ::-t H· J ,,-,,i l dlife management with in t !,e BL:ll he.?,d 
t...' 1ut mer,t i::: nc,t_ •.-.1:-ir-r·:Jnted. 

T,,1~ !3u77he2.d ~11 .. Ytmer-:t is sc heduled t o be re -evaluated in ' ?97 . 

XI. NEPA Revie w 

The sele ct ed management act ion f or gr az ing in t he Bull head Allo t ment 
conf or ms wi th the environmen ta l anal ys i s of gra z in g impacts descri bed in 
the Fin a l Paradise-Denio Envir onmenta l Impact Sta tement date d September 
18 , 1 981 . 

The EIS and NEPA Compliance Recor d ar e on f i le i n the Winnemucca 
Distric t Office , loca ted at 705 E. Fourth Street, Winnemucca , NV 89J45 . 
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Table 6 Bullhead Water Sour·ces 

Twp Range Sec Subdiv Source T:t:Qe Water Status Pasture 
39N 43E 06 NW NE Rese rvoir· I nte rm it tent Dry Hi 11 s 

06 SE NW Well 
09 SW SW 

44E 06 NW NW Seep Kinney 
40N 42E ,,,, '-..., NE SE Reser voi r Dry Hi 11 s 

43E . ,, 
1-..., SE NE Sp,-ing Kinney 
19 SE SW Reservoir Dr y H~ 7: s 
25 SE SE Seep Kinney 

~.\v NE 
,., ,.. 
L. ~) NE SW Sp r ing Perenn ia i 
" " ,_ J ~r.: .._ t- NW Reserv oir Iiltermi tte1 :t Orf .. ~~; 1~,3 
36 SW NE Sprin g ?er-'9nnia l Kinne1 

NW SW Seep Inter mittent 
44E 02 SE SW Spr in g Perennial 

03 SW NE 
SE NW Reservoi r Intermittent First cr·eek 

04 SW NE 
06 NW SE Spring Per·enni21l Kinney 
09 SE SE Intermittent 

\JE SW Pe r·enn i a l 
, 1 NE SE Seep I nte r-m it tent 

Spring 
SW NE " Perennial 

Seep Intermittent 
NW NE Spr ing Per·ennial 
SE NE Seep I n t e nn i t tent 
SW SE Spring Peren nial . ,, 

I ~ NW i~W 
Seep Inte rmittent 

SW i'JW " 

SW Sit./ 
~ ") . ..., SE SE Spring Derenni al Kelly 2,L! ( n 
14 NW NE Kinney 
16 NW SW Intermittent 

NW NW Perennial 
18 NE SE Int e rmittent 

NW SW 
NE NE Pe re nni a l 

21 SW NE I ntermittent Ke 11 y Burn 
23 NE SW Perennial 

Intermittent 
NW SV./ 

24 NW SW Perenn ia l 
SE NE Intermittent 

Seep 
25 SE SE Spring 
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Bullhead Allotment M2y 20, 19 S~ 

Twp Range Sec Subdiv Source Type Water Status Pasture 

26 NE NE 
32 SW SE 

NW SE Seep 
33 NE NE Spring Perenn i al 

NW SW I nte rn1 i tte nt 
SW NW 
NE NE Perennial 
NW 2W 
Sri NW I nt ermitten t 
NW Sri Percnnic1 l 

45E ~ C' ,,..~ SE I nte rn:itts nt I 1_1 s:., t: 

19 SE SW Seep 
Spring 

Ni'4 NE 
SE SW 
,.... C" 
-:> .... NW Per-ennial 
SE SW See p Inte r·mitt ent 

Spri ng 
NE SW Seep 
NW NE Spring 
SE NW 
SE SW Seep 

20 SW NW Spring Perennial 
30 NW NE Intermittent 

SE SE 
NE NE Perennial 
NE SE I nte r·mi t tent 
NW SE 
SE NE Pe renr1ia 1 

Seep I nterm i ttent 
SW NE Spri ng 
SW SE Seep 
NE SE Spring Perennial 
NW NW 

Intermittent 
NW SE Perennial 

31 NW NE Intermittent 
NE NE 

Perennial 
NE NE 
NE NE 

Seep I ntermittent 
32 NE NW Sprin g Snowst or;n .-1 at 
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Bullhead All otment May 20, 1994 

Subdiv Source Type Water Sta~us Pasture 

41N 43E 
44E 

45E 

1 .5 
14 
15 
16 
25 
26 
1 g 
")") 
'-''--

SE NE 
NE SE 
SW SW 
NE SW 
NW SE 
NW NW 
SE SE 
NE SE 

All waters on BLM land. 

Seep 
Spring 

Reservo ir 

"Psrl::!nnial " as of date of survey ( 192,2) . 

Perennial 
Intermittent 

Fi rst Creek 

APPENDIX Plant list for Table 3 pages 113-116 

Upland Species 

:<EY SPECIES 

SIHY 
ORHY 
STTH2 
AGSP 
ELCI 
FEID 
A.GCR 
ARSP .5 
CREP~ 
SYOR 
SEi~c:,:: 
TRIFO 

:,CIEtHIF:i:C NAME 

Sitanion hystri x 
Oryzopsis hymenoides 
Stipa thurberana 
Agropyron spicatu m 
~lymus cinereus 
Festuca idahoensis 
Agropyron cr i sta tum 
Artemisia sp'.nesce ns 
Crep is 
S;rn phor · i cJrr~os < irb i cu 7 atus • 
2.ener:: i o 
Tr· i fol i um 

Riparian Specie s 

SALIX 
ROWO 
POMOS 
CAREX 
PONE3 
PC·TR.5 

Salix 
Rosa woodsii 
Polypogon monspeliensis 
CAREX 
Poa 11evadensis 
p,Jpulus t r emu1 , 

100 

COMMON ~JAME 

bottlebru sh squirrelt~il 
Indian ricegrass 
Thurber needlegr ass 
bl uebunch ',vheatg r a. ss 
basin wildrye 
Idaho fescue 
crest ed wheatgrass 
bud sagebrus h 
hawkst>ear·d 
ind i ,3 n currant. 
gr-oundsel 
clover 

willow 
Woods rnse 
rabbitfo otgrass 
sed ge 
Nevada bluegrass 
aspen 
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3 u ll he a.d Al l otment t"1ay 20, 199 L 

Key Management Area Utilization 

0/ 
I O Util i zat ion by Year 

Allowable 
Ke y Area Key Species Use Level s 1983 1984 1985 1986 198 7 i988 1 9'3 9 i :,:;: ::: i si:., .. 

Dry Hills SI HY 40 9 3 4 64 ~ 0 

DH 02 0 1 ARSP 5 30 12 
02 0 2 STTH2 40 10 29 10 4 2 ,.i,(i 

SI HY 4tJ 1•'\ 'J 1 1 7 1 7 - ·-
() :?Q 3 3FH'.'. .. o 38 16 22 

SIHY 40 54 - ~•) '' 
o::u4 CRHV 50 58 5 ! 21.' 

S IHY 40 -13 : 6 /1~' 
,:,20 5 '.3IH Y \ {' _, 52 56 . -

f-i r·s t Cr·ee l,. AG2,r~ 50 J3 -~ Jt, -~ ~ 
~ 3 1J 1 EI CI Su 4"- 4..: ~•.: 

CREP E , 50 
0 3 (12 AGSP 50 4 7 0 .::s 25 

CREPI S 50 0 0 0 

0 3 0 3 AGSP 50 30 e 
ORHY 1 7 10 

SIHY 27 50 i0 111 

Y,2 I i y Burn SIH'v 40 5 5 57 41 1 ~ C 

~ .. 8 0 4 0 1 FEID 40 65 67 oe )'.) 1 (~ 

SYOR 40 14 

0 4•)2 POTRT 40 
04 03 TRIFOI 51J 

Bu ll head 
Seeding 

0 501 AGCR 50 17 30 49 64 
050 2 SIHY 40 15 8 39 
c,50 3 AGCR 50 22 40 4 2 26 

Kinney SIHY 40 67 53 48 ... ,. 
k •. ~ 

Pa st •Jre FEID 40 , 5 68 70 ,: 
,i= 0 6 0 1 SErlEC so 19 

0 5 :j2 POTF<T 40 3,:i 

u 6 C::.: CARE,; 50 
POtlE3 50 

f':a t- t • 1 ~ 

PF 080 1 SIHY 40 i J ; ~ 1 ... 

0802 EICI 50 14 2 

Sn01·1storm 
Flat AGSP 50 62 38 
SF 0 901 EICI 50 49 3 7 

090 2 CAREX 50 
POIJE3 50 
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Bullhe ad Allotment 

Age ~pecific Sur vi val 

Ass umpti ons: 

Hay 20, 199-'. 

1. Essentially all horses within this population are dead afte r 20 years . 

2. Mortality favor s younger age classes i.e. 0-3. Mor·ta7ity is hi3hei- in 
young males than i t is in young females . 

3 . Ho,-tality incraases in old er animals i .e. 8-20. Mor talit y ~s hi g!·1e ;· ,, , 
older females t han in old er males. 

J Hcrta 11ty i nc reds ~s dramatica lly in age cl asses 14-~J. 

~, SURv:vi: \L , o 

,AGE CLASS MALES FEMALES 
0-1 .34 .86 
1-2 .86 .88 
,, ~ 

~ - ..:i .87 .89 
3-4 . 92 . 92 
~- 5 . 95 . 95 
~ (' :;i-,: , . 96 . 96 
6- 7 . 'J6 . gc. 
7-S . 96 . 36 
e--9 .9 6 OJ. . .., ' 
9-1 0 . 95 .93 

10-11 . 94 . 92 
! 1-12 . 91 .89 
~: -1 3 . ?O . 38 
12-1.1 .89 .37 
14-15 .8 7 . 35 
i5-~6 . 84 . 2:2 
1 r:,-17 . 7-S . 72 
i7 - 1S . 70 . 64 
13-19 . 55 .4 5 
19-20 .55 . 45 
20+ 0 0 

It i s recog11ized that some wild horses live past t wenty; however ~oth t heir 
numbet·s and contribution to the population are negligible. 
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Bullhead All otment 

Age Specific Fecundity 

AGE CLASS % FECUNDITY 
0- 1 0 

2 . 30 
3 . 50 

4-9 . 7 5 
10-13 . 35 
, ~- 20 . 15 

May 20, 1994 
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Bullhead A 17 otment 1•13.y 20, 19'?~ 

Year No. Ad. Male No. Ad. Female No. .ti..dults AUMs 
1992 78 83 16 ~ 1 , 932 

1993 83 91 174 2,08,5 
1994 37 41 78 936 
1995 41 47 00 v•.J 1,056 
1996 45 50 95 1,140 
1997 47 49 96 : , 152 
1993 47 46 93 1 , 116 
~999 47 44 91 '. , C'J'.:' 

2000 47 45 92 1 , 1 C 4 
2001 46 45 n 1 , 1 , 6 
2002 48 45 IJ.3 1 ◄ 1 ,; 

1 I' ..,, 

2003 ,i 0 4t3 04 1,122 ""r •.) 

200.! ,,., '0 37 i , 11:J .,. ~ - <-• 

2005 ::: ., r: ,J 1 0 J. 1 , :43 ~.:.. ...,_ 

2006 56 5,5 i 11 1 , .332 
2007 G2 60 1 '").., 

<...C. 1,lf3~ 
2008 67 65 132 1,5 34 

2009 74 72 146 1 , 7 52 
2010 80 80 "'.60 1,92 0 
2071 86 ,3 7 173 : , 0 7:, 
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Bullhead All otment May 

Desired Stocking Rate s 

The des i r-ed stoc king rates for t he pastures were determined in ac,::orda1:ce wit :~ 
BLM Manual Rangeland Monitori ng Analysis , I nterpretati on , and Evaluat ior , 
Technical Refe rence 400- 7 . 

The followilig fo r·mula was used for calc ul at i ng desired stocki ng le vel s . 

ACTUAL '_1SC: 

!983 419 AUMs 
17% 

: 08 4 932 AUMs 
30% 

'i 9.35 1866 AUMs 
64% 

Use Pattern Map 

- CESIREC ACTUAL USE 
DESIRED KMA UTILIZATION 

X 50~~ = 1232 

= 1553 

50% = 1 ... c:: ,:, 
..,. .• , J 

AUMs 

AUMs 

AlJMs 

1937 295 AUMs X = 211 AUMs 

, 989 634 A.UMs c:i70, 
_, .... / 0 330 AUMs 

The 50% Desired KMA Utiliz ation, is the allowable use level f or AGCR. 

Average of the three key areas 
Average of the two UPMs 

= 1414 AUMs 
= 296 AUMs 
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Bullhead Allotment 

RA2,8IT PASTURE 

Key Management Areas 

1987 

1983 

1989 

72 AUMs 
.., 0/ 
<.. I O 

14 1i.UMs 
1 ', ., -,. ·o 

1047 AUMs 
-4 .,.., o , 
I '- ' o 

X 

i( 

·­A 

50% = 1800 AUMs 

50% 50 AUMs 

SO% = 4362 AUMs 

1300 AUMs + so AUM~ + ~362 AUMs = 2070 
,., 
.;, 

Use Pattern Mapping 

F30 1 OJ 7 .~UMs - 104 7 ,t\UHs 

M-:1.y 20, 19C.4 

The 50% Des ired ~MA Utilization , is t he all owable use l eve l f or the pe renn:2: 
gras s species. 

Use 1047 AUMs as a startin g point because t he TRT recommended use only ~o~t~ 
of Secti on€ and smal 1 areas of heavy use are sta rt ing ta appe~ r . 

LOWER KELLY BURN PASTURE 

1986 973 AUMs 
70% 

1987 455 AUMs 
90% 

X 

X 

50% = 700 AUMs 

50% - 253 AUMs 

700 AUMs + 253 AUMs = 476 AUMs 
2 

The 50?6 Desir ed KM,<\ Utilization, is the utiliz at ion objec tive for 
wetl:tnd/rip arian habita:s. 
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Bullhead Allotment 

UPPER KELLY BURN PASTURE 

Key Management Areas 

1986 1820 AUMs 
65% 

" A 

1987 1138 AU~s x 
C ~o , 
I.) I ,o 

1982, S78 AUMs 

') ,., 

)<. 

May ZO, ".994 

40~6 = 1120 AUMs 

40% = 679 AUMs 

40% - 340 AUMs 

The 40~6 Desired KMA Utilization, is the allowable use levei fo r pe r e nnL, ~ 
grass species. 

Use Pattern Mapping 

; g:3 6 1820 .AUMs ;,, 50;6 = 
70% 

1987 11 3 ,3 AUMs X 50~f = 
70% 

1300 AUMs + 812 AUMs = 1056 AUMs 
2 

'.300 AU1.,i s 

312 AUMs 

The 50% Desir ed KMA Uti li:1tio n , i s the ut i l i zati o~ object i ve for 
\~E::t~and/ r ip 3:· ·1an hsb , t2.ts . 

P,t._STURE 

Key Management Areas 

1987 1138 AUMs X 40?6 = 607 AUMs 
75% 

1988 628 AUMs X 40% = 369 AUMs 
68% 

1989 1680 AUt-ls X 40 ~6 = 9130 A!J~'.s 
70'7~ 

1991 1100 AUMs X 40?6 = 1043 AUMs 
4 '°'0/ '- , o 

607 AUMs + 369 AUMs ~ 960 AU~s + 1048 AUMs 
4 
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Bullhead A11otment May 20, 199..'.. 

The 40% Desi red KMA Uti l izatio~ , is the a l lo wable use level for perannial 
gr-ass speci es. 

Use Pattern Mapping 

1987 1138 AUMs 
70% 

)( = 812 AUMs 

The 50% Qe,;ire d KMA ut niza t "on, is the utiliz3 t ion objective for ;:iLi nt s~e,.:." es 
on wet~and/ripar ia n habitats . 

ORY YILLS PASTURE 

Key Management Areas 

1984 1473 C AUMs + 63 H AUMs x 50% = 1324 AUMs 
58% 

1987 1489 AUMS + 12 H AUMs 
52~~ 

x 40% - 1154 AUMs 

= 1239 AUMs 
2 

The 50% and 40% KMA Desired Utili zation leve ls , are the allowable use leval~ 
f or perennial grass species. 

Use Pattern Mapping 

1?84 147 3 C ~UHs + 63 H AUMs x 50% = 1535 AUMs 

~J87 1439 C AUMs + 12 H ACMs x 50% - 1072 AIJMs 
70% 

1536 AUMs + 1072 AUMs = 1304 AUMs 
2 

The 50% Desired KMA Utilization, is the allowable use level for peren nial 
grass species. 

1239 AUMs + 1304 AUMs = 1271 AUMs (No wetl and/ri par·ia n habitats ) 
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Bullhe ad Allotment 

FIRST GREEK PASTURE 

1987 2730 C X 50% = 2583 AUMs 

1 
1383 197 C AUMs UMs /-, 40% ::. 166 AIJMs 

1939 14~8 C .A.1..:Ms 50?~ - ; ? .31 AUMs -
5 6~~ 

• :i ') ~ ~ "7 , ..1 (' .! .l_!Ms + ,., 50~b = ~659 /.d"JM 
1 ,10/ 

""t""1'J 0 

2583 AUMs + 166 AUMs + 1331 AUMs + 2659 AUMs = 1685 AUMs 
4 

May 

The 40% and 50% Desired KMA Utilization levels, are al lowable use le ve~s far 
pe·enn "al grass spe ci es. 

~se Patte r~ M1pp in g 

1985 3008 C AUMs + 
70% 

1937 2730 C AUMs + 
70:'1c 

371 H AUMs 

0 H AUMs u 

X 

X 

5 "O I 
V to 

50~6 

- 2414 AIJH'.':, 

= 195.S .~UMs 

i988 197 C AUMs + 10 H />.UMs x 50% = 148 AUMs 
70% 

AUMs + ; S55 AUMs + 14S AIJMs (, 505 Al'"s 
3 

The 50% Desired KMA Utilization, is the utilization obj ecti ve for 
wetland/riparian habitats . 

111 



Bullhead All otment 

SNOWSTORM FLAT PASTURE 

Key Management Areas 

1986 910 C AUMs + 271 H AUMs x 
62% 

1988 479 AUMs 
'? C• O✓ 
..JC Jo 

952 AUMs + 630 AUMs = 791 AUMs 
,.., 
L 

X 

May 20, 199½ 

50% = 952 AUMs 

50% = 630 AUMs 

The .:0?~ Oesfrec KMA Utilization leve : , is Hie a 7; ~JWd()le use it::'iel f ,:::­
ps ~-ennia. "1 grass species .. 

Use Pattern Mapping 

1986 910 C AUMs + 271 AUMs 
70~; 

'933 4 73 AUMs 
70~~ 

506 AUMs + 205 AUMs - 356 AUMs 
" L 

30% = 506 AUMS 

= 205 AUMs 

The 30% Desired KMA Utilization, is the utilization objective 
Winters, Snowstorm, and Fi rs t Cree k. 

TJr Pr-. , !'":l 
. - . ---- ' 

Castle Ridge 1826 AUMs based on the 1973 Range Survey . L.1,,,,·~:J:i. , 
utilization was not taken tl1rouyhcut the evaluation period , thLs, mon":0· · i ng 
data is not available t o arrive at a Desi red Stocki1g Rate. 

C AUMs = Cows 
H AIJMs = Horses 
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Bullhead Allotment 

TaLle 3. Key Management Area Objecti ves 

KEY AREA 
llUtlB ER 

0201 

020:1 

L0 20 4 

KEY 
SPECIES 

SIHY 
ARSPS 

STTH2 
SIHY 

STTH2 
STTH2 
STTH~ 

:)P H\ 

Sir i Y 

::IHY 

ALLOWABLE 
USE 

LEVELS 

40 
30 

40 
40 

.;o 
40 
40 

50 
-10 

2 

DESIRED 
ECOLOGICAL 
STAT US 3 

Lat e 3eral 

Late Sar .~··, 

Late Se rc1l 

L.ct::.= ::,e-;-·:::. : 

IIHERH! ( 5 YEARS) 

FREQUEttCY f REOUEliC'i 
TREl10 -I 

3t.:.c i ..: ( if ORhY 
&ppears in 
study, r eevaluate 
ubjectives. 

Stati •: (If AGSP 
appears i n 
study, reevaluata 

oc jecti \ es. 

3t.- .t i .: 

S:at i : 

TREllD 

Stat:ic 

May 20, 1994 

SHORT TERtl ( i U YE.i\RS } 

ECOLOGICAL 
STATUS 

OBJECT: ·.iE:. 4 

t.ta i nta in shr ~Jb 
and grass 
co mposit ic.n. 

Increase AG:P 
to 5% an c. 
STTH2 t a -:z. 

~x. and !:1 1·r- ..: 
t -;) 1 ~. '_l. 

I:·.-:: r·~-,.s~ :..·-1:-;_ 
TJ S·i . 

LDliG 

FREQUEIICY 
TREliu 

Sta ti c 

Up,·1a1·0 

_; r · ·,I ct:- -
(E~l:'-1::~ . •.L~,;.I:i::' 

1 f STTIL 
:i.pf.1E-ars . 1 

•. _. , l, ,nt ~ ist (3e-c . , ,.; ·,:, ·, , .·· 1 . 

TERM {35 YEARS) 
EC.tJLOGICAL 

SlATUS 
OBJECTIVt:S 

Same 
as shcrt term 

Inc, ~8 <-i.S~ A~.iSP 
tu 1 o~~ una 
STTH2 to L,:-.::. 

c o1np t!'.-. i t ! en . 
In L !"t:::1Se llG3P 

to 1 ·)% ctf!d 

~.r,112 t o ::u:~ 
.:c.ff=i , ,y3 1 t i en . 

I: ·,L. r·.a.:...sa a:~~'< 
t o OX. 

..:.-! 1o •.: . .-.~lf::' •.;~--= 12-.-::,~ 2.!e :.nt :..:Lj2 ..... t1 ·.,,.e_ t= ... l .~:. i ,_ :.:::. i ~vr _.-1:1112.:::.t: u r .. ~ !t.:.J .:.c·::: ce ~·ivt:: ,J fi- ...., .. : -.. ~·=-D.:_.,.! ::1.c:: se -•!:.1t:::1-.c Gr az -1:1.; 2n ~,i r·o1.mei~-:.al lm~act 

.::.tctt6:n ~-1: 3i..f i ; :;13·i-
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KEY f, RE .~ 

IIIJI-IEH:R 

03!J1 

0302 

0 2 0 3 

0 401 

0 40 2 
04 0 3 

r.c,· 
SPCCI ES 

AUSF 
ELCI 
CRt:PI S 

AGSP 
CREP I S 

AG=.P 
ORHY 
SI HY 

SIHY 
FEID 
SYOR 

POTR5 
TRIFOL 

ALLO\ ·/ABLE 
USE 

LEVELS 

~o 
50 
50 

50 
50 

50 
50 
40 

40 
40 
40 

40 
50 

2 

ll!T !:Rl i : i 5 VEA!:Ll_l 
DESIR f.Li 
ECOLOGl C.C.L 
STATUS 3 

Late 3e rct i 

Late Sen:.1 

~REQLJEI-ICi' 
'i"l!El-l(J ~ 

Sta tic 

Static 

Ut l l i =ctt1on Study Onl y 

Late Ser-ct l 
1-1 id 36r ·ct ·, 

St ati c (If 

.~GSP appears 
r ee-1a 1 uate 
objectives}. 

Stat-ic 
Static 

SHOF.T TERII (10 'fEARS) 
ECOLOGICAL 

f ;; Euu E1ICY 
,RE I i l.i 

STATUS 
OBJ ECTIVES .; 

Up,1ard Inc.:rease AGSP 
To 15,; and ELCI 
t c 8%. ~ai n tain 
f or~ compos ition. 

Stctt ,r _ l lii i rlt.oiin species 
CompGsi ti on and 
diversi ty (grasses 
a r,d f o,--bs). 

1Jp, ·id 1"d I 1·,c rease FEID 
'CC. n. and ELCI 
t u &%. Maintain 
for · cc m1J:1siti on. 

Up ·1ar·d Lit1.e Sera , 
Up11a,·<J i hd Ser ·al 

f REQU[ !I CY 

H:ErlD 

Static 

St at i t . 

f or·bs) . 

Stati c 

Static 
Sta ti c 

?lan?: aborevidtion codes are uied he r e. Tnese ~Gde s a r ~ iden tifie d in ~n e P la nt List ( See A? µendix) . 

ECULOGICAL 
STATUS 

OBJECTIVES 

!•1ainta , n gra ss 
an d for ·b 
composition. 

Mainta in spe c ies 
c omposition and 
diversity 
( 9rasses . an d 

Maint i<in 
grass, forb 
and shrub 
diver ·sity 
and co mpos it ion. 
Late Seral 
I-lid Seral 

2 A1 ·1owa b ,e use lc:,els .ilre the obje c tive s 2 ~n2.v li s t1ad f or \.ti li zat ic n. -~,12y :1re derived f r·or;, ?:he Pa r·ad ise - Oenio Grazing Envi ronmenta l Impa c t 
Statemen~ (6LM 19 81). 

3 Tltis is the Seral s tage that 1-1ould have the greatest value f or all ,-esc:... :·c ;es ( li• 1estoct-- ,, i-1ihl h-::rse s and ;-1i ld -:if e.) 
4 Frequency identified as static or upward . I f an i mpor tant plant fora3e spe c ie s a ppears e n a ~ t. La ) :n&t pre v ious l y was not recorded, then a l l 

mon itoring objectives for that k ey area should be reevaludted. 
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Table 3. ~.ey 1-1ana9ement Area Objectives (Cont , nu ed J 

KEY AREA 
tJUf,181::R 

0 501 
050 2 

0503 

060 1 

0602 

0603 

l(E'{ 

SPECIES 

AGCR 
SIHY 

AGCR 

SIH Y 
FEID 
SEIIEC 

POTR5 

CAREX 
POIIE3 

AL LOl·/ABLE 
USE 

LEVELS 2 

50 
40 

50 

40 
40 
50 

40 

50 
50 

IIHERif.\ ( 5 YEARS ) 
DESIRED 
ECOLOGICAL 
STATUS 3 

FREQUEllCY 
TREflD 4 

SHORT TERII (10 YEARS) 

FREQUEIJCY 

LOJIG TERI,! (35 YEARS) 
ECOLOGI C.D.L 

STATUS 
0&.JECTIVES 4 

FREQUEIICY 
TRf:ll!J 

Uti l izat ,o n St udy Cnly 
Ut_i_~i!-t l!Jn Stu dy Onl:t_ 

Seed in g 

Late :3era l 

Late Se:-a l 

!,lid Se r al 

Stati c (maintai n 
AGCR , n good 

Static 

Static 

Static 

Same as 
inter im. 

tJµw a r d 

l-lainta1n in 
good condition 

H2-i,•,tc:in ELCI 
and pe ren n ia '! 
Furt:.s. 
In cr ease FEID t o 
5X. 

Late Se r·a l 

I-lid S,,wa l 

TREilD 

Sarne as 
i ntc:--i m. 

Stat i c 

Sta ti c 

Plant abbreviat i on codes are used here . These co des are iden t ified ,n t he Plant List (See Appen di x). 

ECOLOGICAL 
STATUS 

OBJECTIVES 

Nain tain in good 
c ondition. 

Maintain ELCI 
and perennial 
fcrbs. 
Increase FEID to 
15 %. 

Late Seral 

Mid Sera l 

2 Al lowa ble use le vel s are the obj e c ti ves e s taD l i s 11ed for utiliz at ion . The y are deriv ed fro~ the Paradise - Denio Grazing Environmental Impact 
Statement (BUI 1981) . 

3 This is t he Seral s tage that wou l d ha ve the greatest value fo r all re~ our~ e s ( li vestc ch , ~ , la lio rse~ and wildlife.) 
4 Fre quency identifiea as static o r upwa ra . If an important plant fnra s e spe c ies appears on a stud~ tha t pre• iously was ne t rec ord ed, then al l 

monitor i n9 obje c ti ves for that key arec1 ·::hu , i ,l 1·,e 1·e e •1ct 1 U<1ted. 

• 



Bullhead Allotment 

Table 3 . Key Manage ment Area Objectives (Continued) 

I fHERH1 ( 5 )'EAR~ SHORT TERI! (10 YEARS) 

KEY AREA 
IIUl,!BER 

0801 

0802 

0901 

0902 

KEY 
SPECIES 

SIHY 

ELCI 

AGSP 
ELCI 
CREPIS 

CAREX 

ALLO\'IABLE 
USE 

LEVELS 2 

40 

50 

50 
50 
50 

50 
POIIE3 50 

DESIRED 
ECOLOGICAL 
STATUS 3 

Late Seral 

PIJC 

L.ate Seral 

r-tid Se r·al 

FREQUEUCY 
TREilO 4 

Upward (Show 
in cre ase in ORHY; 
if STTH2 appears. 
,-ee va,u;;. te. ) 

Up11ard (Shm-, 

fREQUEIJCY 
TREIIO 

Sa me as 
i nterim. 

52.me as 
in c redse in ELCI; interim . 
if AG31·l appea n,, 
reeva1uate obje ctive s.) 

Up1-,ard (Shm1 \Jp,·,ard 
increas e in 
AGSP). 

Static Up11ard 

May 20, 1994 

LOt!G TERJ.1 (3 5 YEARS} 
ECOLOGICAL 

STATUS FREQUEIICY 
OBJtCTIVES 4 TREl'ID 

I ncr e as e ORHY 3ame as 
to 5X and interim. 
increase 
pe r·e nn, a 1 fo rbs. 

I ncrease ELCI 
t o 4 CJ%. 

I ncrease AGSP 
t c; 1 ~:.i ,'::. 

l,li d Seral 

S:.me as 
i nterim. 

Up1·1ard 

Static 

P la nt abbreviation codes are used here. Tl1ese codes are identifiea , n the Plant List (S ee Appendix). 

ECOLOGICAL 
STATUS 

OBJECTIVES 

Increase ORHY 
to 10% and 
mountain f o rb s. 
(Mid Seral ) 

In cr ease ELCI 
to 45X. 

Increase AGSP 
to 1 s,:. 

Mid Sera ·1 

2 Allo wable use le vels are the objectives establis he d for utilization. Tney are derived from tne Paraaise-Denio Grazing Environment al Impa c t 
Statement (BLM 1981). 

3 This is t he Seral stage that would have the greatest val ue for all r esour c es (livestock, wi ld l~rse s and wildlife.) 
4 Frequen c y identified as stati c or upward. If an important plant fo rage spec ies appears en a s t ua y t hat previously was not recorded, tne n a l l 

monitoring obje c t iv es for that Key area should be re ev a l uated. 
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United States Department of the Interior 

BUREAU OF LAN D MANAGEMENT 
Winn emucca Disu-ict Office 

705 East 4th Su-ee t 
Winn emucca, Nevada 89445 

May 19, 1994 

CERTIFIED MAIL NO. 2773765496 
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 

Nevada First Corporation 
P.O. Box 490 
Winnemucca, NV 89445 

Dear Mr. Bengochea: 

Proposed Multiple Use Decision 
Bullhead Allotment 

IN REPLYRE FER TO : 

4130, 4160 
(NV- 241.3) 

The record of Decision of the Paradise-Denio Environmental Impact Statement 
was issued on 09/18/81. The Paradise-Denio Management Framework Plan was 
issued on 07/09/82. These documents guide the management of public lands 
within the Paradise - Denio Resource Area and more specifically within the 
Bullhead Allotment. Monitoring data has been collected on this allotment and 
in accordance with Bureau policy and regulations, this data has been evaluated 
in order to determine progress in meeting management objectives for the 
Bullhead Allotment and to determine if management adjustments may be necessary 
to meet the management objectives. 

The following are the multiple use management objectives under which grazing 
on the Bullhead Allotment will be monitored and evaluated. 

1. Short Term 

a. The objective for utilization of key plant species (CAREX, 
JUNCUS, POA, ASPEN) in wetland riparian habi tats is 50%. 
Utilization data will be collected at the mid point and at 
the end of the grazing period. 

b. The objective for utilization of key streambank riparian 
plant species (CAREX, JUNCUS, POA, SALIX, ASPEN, ROWO) on 
South Fork, Pole, First, Snowstorm, Winters Creek and Kelly 
Creek is 30%. Utilization data will be collected at the mid 
point and at the end of the grazing period. 

c. The obj ect i ve f or ut iliza t ion of key upl and pl ant specie s 
will be 50% for ORHY, AGSP, ELCI, CREPIS, AGCR, SENEC, 
TRIFO, PONE3, 40% for SIHY, STTH2, FEID, SYOR, POTR5 and 30% 
for ARSP5. Utilization data will be collected at the end of 
the grazing period. 
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d. Utilization of key upland browse species (snowberry, 
serviceberry, currant) is 50%. Utilization data will be 
collected at the end of the grazing period. 

2. Long Term 

a. Manage, maintain and improve public rangeland conditions to 
provide forage on a sustained yield basis for livestock, 
with an initial stocking level of 5,990 AUMs. 

b. Manage, maintain and improve public rangeland conditions to 
provide forage on a sustained yield basis for big game, with 
an initial forage demand of 1,029 AUMs for mule deer, 101 
AUMs for pronghorn, and 190 AUMs for bighorn sheep. 

1. Improve to and maintain 25,268 acres in Snowstorms DY-
23, 35,359 acres in Snowstorms Dy- 23 (Elko Co.), 8,256 
acres in DY- 23 (Crucial, Elko Co.), 1,130 acres in 
Snowstorms DS- 2 and 6,522 acres in Snowstorms DS-2 
(Elko Co.) in good to excellent mule deer habitat 
condition. 

2. Improve to and maintain 50,137 acres in Snowstorms PY-
10 (Elko Co.) 24,242 aqres in Hot Springs PY- 11 and 
18,171 acres in Snowstorms PY- 10 in fair or good 
pronghorn habitat condition. 

3. Improve to and maintain 12,023 acres in Snowstorms BY-
11 and 48,403 acres in Snowstorms BY- 11 (Elko Co.) in 
good to excellent bighorn sheep habitat condition. 

c. Improve or maintain suitable sage grouse strutting, nesting, 
brood rearing, and/or wintering habitat in good condition 
with the following conditions. 

Strutting Habitat 

1. Low sagebrush or brush free areas for strutting, and 
nearby areas of sagebrush having 20- 50% canopy cover 
for loafing. 

Nesting Habitat 

1. Areas within 2 miles of strutting grounds 
2. Sagebrush between 7 and 31 inches of height (optimum= 

16 inches) 
3. Sagebrush canopy coverage 20-30% (optimum= 27%) 
4. Understory cover allows for concealment of the nest 

2 
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Brood Rearing Habitat 

1. Sagebrush canopy cover 10-21% (optimum = 14%) 
2. High composition of forb species 
3. Vigorous available meadow vegetation in late summer 

and fall 

Winter Habitat 

1. Greater than 20% sagebrush cover 
2. Areas do not maintain high winter snow depth as a 

function of elevation or topography 

d. Maintain and improve the free roaming behavior of wild 
horses by protecting and enhancing their home ranges. 

1. Manage, maintain and improve public rangeland 
conditions to provide an initial level 1680 AUMs of 
forage on a sustained yield basis. 

2. Maintain and improve wild horse habitat by assuring 
free access to water. 

e. Improve to and maintain 245 acres of aspen habitat types to 
ensure good reproduction and maximize recruitment within the 
stand. 

f. Improve to and maintain 544 acres of r iparian and meadow 
habitat types to ensure species diversity and quality, and 
maximize reproduction and recruitment of woody riparian 
species. 

g. Improve or maintain snowberry, serviceberry, and currant 
with good reproduction and maximize recru i tment within the 
stand. 

h. Improve to or maintain the following st ream habitat 
conditions on South Fork Little Humboldt River, Pole, Fi r st, 
Snowstorm, Winters , Kelly, and Ki nney Cree ks from 59% on 
South Fork Little Humboldt, 56% on Pole Creek, 33% on First 
Creek, unknown% on Snowstorm, unknown% on Winters Creek, 
57% on Kelly Creek and unknown% on Kinney Creek to an 
overall optimum of 60% or above. 

1. Streambank cover 60% or above. 
2. Streambank stability 60% or above, 

i. Improve to or maintain the water quality of the South Fork 
of the Little Humboldt River to Class A Water Quality 
St anda rds and t he follow i ng beneficial uses: live sto ck 
drinking water, cold water aquatic life, wading (water 
contact recreation) and wildlife propagation. 
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Improve to and maintain the water quality of Pole, First, 
Snowstorm, Winters, and Kelly Creeks to the state criteria 
set for the following beneficial uses: Livestock drinking 
water, cold water aquatic life, wading (water contact 
recreation) and wildlife propagation. Kinney Creek's water 
quality should meet state criteria for livestock drinking 
water and wildlife propagation. 

Based upon the evaluation of monitoring data for the Bullhead Allotment, 
consultation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service under Section 7 of the 
Endangered Species Act, consultation with the permittee and other affected 
interests, recommendations from my staff, and the Bullhead Allotment 
evaluation dated December 18, 1992, it is my proposed decision to: 

CARRYING CAPACITY 

The carrying capacity for livestock and wild horses is 7,670 AUMs. 
Of this total, 5,990 AUMs are designated for livestock, and 1,680 AUMs are 
designated for wild horses. 

Rationale: This carrying capacity was calculated using monitoring data 
collected on the allotment from 1983-1991. Analysis of the monitoring data 
indicates there are areas of slight, light, moderate, heavy, and severe use 
throughout the allotment. In areas of heavy and severe use, the vegetative 
objectives are not being met. Therefore, an adjustment is needed in the 
authorized use by livestock and wild horse population to achieve a thriving 
natural ecological balance within the Bullhead Allotment. 

WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT DECISION 

Based upon the evaluation of monitoring data for the Bullhead Allotment, 
consultation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service under Section 7 of the 
Endangered Species Act, consultation with the permittee and other affected 
interests and recommendations from my staff, it is my proposed decision for 
wildlife to continue with the reasonable numbers as outlined in the Land Use 
Plan and to manage the South Fork of the Little Humboldt River and Pole Creek 
as existing habitat for the recovery of Lahontan cutthroat trout. 

RATIONALE: 

The analysis of monitoring data indicates that the multiple-use objectives for 
the Bullhead Allotment are not being met. The analysis of utilization and use 
pattern mapping determined that livestock were the primary factor in the non­
achievement of the multiple-use objectives in the summer pastures and that 
livestock and wild horses were the primary factors inhibiting achievement of 
the multiple-use objectives in the spring pastures. Analysis of the existing 
management of wildlife indicates that wildlife populations in the Bullhead 
Allotment are not contributing to the failure in meeting the multiple-use 
objectives. Therefore, a change in the existing wildlife populations or the 
existing wi'ldlife management within the Bullhead Allotment is not warranted. 
Reasonable numbers for wildlife will remain as follows: 
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Mule Deer 
1029 AUMs 

Pronghorn Antelope 
101 AUMs 

Bighorn Sheep 
190 AUMs 

The South Fork of the Little Humboldt River and Pole Creek are existing 
habitat for Lahontan cutthroat trout and will be managed for the recovery of 
this species. 

Authority: The authority for this decision is contained in Title 43 of the 
Code of Federal Regulations, which states in pertinent parts: 

§1725.3-3(b) "Management of public lands for fish and wildlife development 
and utilization involves the protection, regulated use, and development of 
habitat on public lands and waters to obtain a sustained yield of fish and 
wildlife and provision and maintenance of public access to fish and wildlife 
resources." 

If you wish to protest this wildlife management decision, in accordance with 
43 CFR 4160.2, you are allowed fifteen (15) days from receipt of this notice 
within which to file such protest with the Paradise - Denio Resource Area 
Manager, Bureau of Land Management, Winnemucca District, 705 East Fourth St. 
Winnemucca, NV 89445. Subsequent to the fifteen day protest period, a final 
decision will be issued which will provide opportunity for appeal in 
accordance with 43 CFR 4160.4 and 43 CFR 4.470. 

WILD HORSE MANAGEMENT DECISION 

Based upon the evaluation of the monitoring data for the Bullhead Allotment, 
consultation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service under Section 7 of the 
Endangered Species Act, consultation with the permittee and affected interests 
and recommendations of my staff, my proposed decision for wild horses is: 

To establish an Appropriate Management Level (AML) for the Snowstorm Herd 
Management Area of 140 adult wild horses. The AML will be managed within the 
range of 90 to 140 adult wild horses. 

To schedule a gather for the fall of 1994 to reduce the population of horses 
to the Appropriate Management Level if funding is available for such gather. 

RATIONALE: 

A distribution flight conducted with a fixed wing aircraft on October 7, 1993 
counted 311 horses (255 adults 56 foals). Since this number was well above the 
numbers counted in 1992, a confirmation flight using a helicopter was made 
November 5, 1993. This flight counted 297 total horses (238/59). This analysis 
will use the figures from the 11/5/93 flight. The reasons for the difference 
with 1992 at this point is unknown; however it is unlikely that significant 
numbers of horses are migrating back and forth from Elko District to skew the 
figures. T~e only other possibility for migration is via Rodear Flat, but that 
has not been observed. Therefore the 1992 horse numbers are not 161 but 
something else. The 1992 numbers are estimated at 267, as follows: 

5 



238 adult horses (1993) + .893 (avg. survival rate)= 267. 
Of this, 19.8% are assumed to be foals (1993 foal crop, 59/297). So then, 

267 x 0.198 = 214 adults (1992). 

The next step is to take the average number of horses in each pasture for the 
4 flights in 1992. The assumption is that although the numbers may be off, 

The r portion was reasonably accurate. The figures are: 

3/92 .§../1g_ 7/92 9/92 Ave. % of ave. 

~ First Cre 10 71 -~ 14 66 40.5% 
Castle Rdg 8 10 78 26 15.9 

~JJ Dry Hills 47 29 32 35 36 22.1 
V' Kinney 51 23 0 15 22 13.5 

~,(\~ .J- Snowstorm Flt~ _ _ 4 --1.§ _.1l ~ ~ 
rfY r'>..rf- . ,Total 185 169 139 159 163 100.0 

,~ o,_ef',f Multiplying the percentage in each pasture by the assumed number of adults in 
'f\ . V 1992, 1.e. 214, flq-z... 

Y First Creek .405 x 214 = 87 ~ 
Castle Ridge .159 x 214 = 34 
Dry Hills .221 x 214 = 47 
Kinney .135 x 214 = 29 
Snowstorm Flat .080 x 214 = 17 

Use pattern mapping conducted November 13, 1992 showed areas of heavy use in 
eastern First Creek pasture. This was caused by horses and cattle, of which 
there were 966 in the pasture using 1185 AUMs (from actual use report). Horse ~ \-0 
use is computed using the average number of adults in the pasture and 
multiplying by 12: 87 x 12 = 1044 AUMs. ~,jt, 
Therefore the heavy use was caused by 1044 AUMs of horse use and 1185 AUMs af V-,

1
,v,\ 

cattle use; total of 2229 AUMs. The desired stocking rate (from AE) i s 1505 ~ . 
AUMs. The difference is therefore 2229 - 1505 = 724 AUMs. Of this, 46.8~ was Qvt 
caused by horses (1044/2229). Therefore horse AUMs above the DSR should be \ 
reduced 724 x .468 = 339 AUMs. This will support 339/12 = 28 horses, which is 
the number to be removed from the pasture. 

No horses need be removed from Castle Ridge and Dry Hills pastures, since 
there is no excessive utilization. All horses should be removed from Kinney 
and Snowstorm Flat since these are summer pastures, for which the 
recommendation is to try to keep horses out . 

Therefore the AML calculation by pasture is : 

First Creek -
Castle Ridge 
Dry Hill s 
Total• 

87- 28 = 59 horses 
= 34 
=_AI 

140 
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The AML range would be 90-140. This range should be attainable within one 
gather. 

Due to the large amount of private land within the summer pastures, and the 
subsequent greater probability to find wild horses on such land, it is 
recommended that the first priority in gather operations is to remove horses 
from these pastures. These pastures will remain within the HMA to preclude 
the necessity for removal of horses outside of established gather schedules. 

Authority: The authority for this decision is contained in Sec. 3(a) and (b) 
of the Wild-Free - Roaming Horse and Burro Act (P.L. 92-195) as amended and in 
Title 43 of the Code of Federal Regulations, which states in pertinent parts: 

4700.0-6(a) "Wild horses and burros shall be managed as self-sustaining 
populations of healthy animals in balance with other uses and the 
productive capacity of their habitat." 

4710.4 "Management of wild horses and burros shall be undertaken with 
the objective of limiting the animals' distribution to herd areas. 
Management shall be at the minimum level necessary to attain the 
objectives identified in approved land use plans and herd management 
area plans." 

4720.1 ''Upon examination of current information and a determination by 
the authorized officer that an excess of wild horses or burros exists, 
the authorized officer shall remove the excess animals immediately ... " 

4770.3(c) "The authorized officer may place in full force and effect 
decisions to remove wild horses and burros from public and private lands 
if removal is required by applicable law or to preserve or maintain a 
thriving ecological balance and multiple use relationship. Full force 
and effect decisions shall take effect on the date specified, regardless 
of an appeal. Appeals and petitions for stay of decision shall be filed 
with the Interior Board of Land Appeals as specified in this part." 

If you wish to protest this decision for wild horse management, in accordance 
with 43 CFR, you are allowed fifteen (15) days from receipt of this notice 
within which to file such protest with the Paradise-Denio Area Manager, Bureau 
of Land Management, Winnemucca District, 705 East Fourth St., Winnemucca, NV 
89445. Subsequent to the fifteen day protest period, a final decision will be 
issued which will provide opportunity for appeal in accordance with 43 CFR 
4160.4 and 43 CFR 4.470. 

LIVESTOCK DECISION 

Based upon the evaluation of monitoring data for the Bullhead Allotment, 
consultation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service under Section 7 of the 
Endangered Species Act, consultation with the permittee and other affected 
interests and recommendations from my staff, it is my proposed decision for 
livestock t~ change the management: 

7 



FROM (Description of existing use) 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

Treatment A 
Treatment B 

1 
2 

Grazing Preference (AUMs) 

a. Total Preference 19,283 
b. Suspended Preference 7,233 
c. Active Preference 12,050 
d. Initial stocking level 8,350 
e. Exchange of Use 1,051 

Season of Use 

Spring Use 04/01 to 06/30 
Summer Use 07/01 to 09/30 
Winter Use 10/01 to 12/15 

Kind and Class of Livestock - Cattle, Cow/Calf 

Percent Federal Range - 91% 

Grazing System 

Following was the interim grazing system (AMP) which was to be in 
affect until the essential projects were completed which at a 
minimum would make the system effective for the achievement of the 
outlined management objectives. 

The interim grazing system divided the allotment into three use 
areas; spring, summer, and winter. The spring use areas were 
under a two pasture rest rotation grazing system while the summer 
use areas were under a three pasture rest rotation system. Winter 
use was to be in the Rabbit Pasture. 

04/01 to 06/30 
Rest 

Dry Hills 

B 
A 

Spring Grazing 

First Creek 
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Treatment A 
Treatment B 
Treatment C 

1 
2 
3 

Treatment A 

1 
2 

Treatment A 
Treatment B 

1 
2 

07/01 to 08/15 
08/16 to 09/30 
Rest 

Kinney 

B 
C 
A 

Summer Grazing 

Ke 11 y 

C 
A 
B 

Winter Grazing 

10/01 to 12/15 

Rabbit 

A 
A 

Deferred Grazing Schedule 

10/01 to 12/15 
04/01 to 05/30 

Seeding 

A 
B 

TO: GRAZING SYSTEM TO BE IMPLEMENTED 

1. Grazing Preference (AUMs) 

a. Total Preference 12,050 

b. Suspended Preference 6,060 

C. Active Preference 5,990 

2. Season of Use 

Early Spring Use 03/01 to 03/31 
Spring Use 04/01 to 06/30 
Summer Use 07/01 to 08/31 
Winter Use 11/01 

• 
to 02/28 
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Snowstorm Flat 

A 
B 
C 



1995 

1996 

1997 

3. Kind and Class of Livestock - Cattle Cow/Calf 

4. Percent Federal Range - 100% 

5. Grazing System 

The grazing system listed below is for the next evaluation period. 

• 

1. Grazing Preference Status (AUMs) 

2. 

a. 

b. 

c. 

Total preference 

Suspended preference 

Active preference 

Season of Use 

Early Spring Use 03/01 
Spring Use 04/01 
Summer Use 07/01 
Winter Use 11/01 

12,050 

6,060 

5,990 

to 03/31 
to 06/30 
to 08/31 
to 02/28 

3. Kind and Class of Livestock - Cattle, Cow/Calf 

4. Percent Federal Range - 100% 

5. Grazing System 

The gr azing system listed below i s for the next 
evalua t ion period . 

Early Spring Use (Each Year) 

Pasture Livestock # Period of Use 

Castle Ridge 460 03/01 to 03/31 

Spring Use 

Pasture Livestock # Per iod of Use 

E. First Creek 328 04/01 to 06/30 

N. Snowstorm 132 04/01 to 06/30 

w. First Creek 328 04/01 to 06/30 

w. Kinney 136 04/01 to 06/30 

E. Fi r st Creek 328 04/01 t o 06/30 

N. Snowstorm 132 04/01 to 06/30 
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AUMs 

469 

AUMs 

980 

395 

980 

406 

980 

395 



Summer Use 

Pasture Livestock 

Lower Kelly 234 
Upper Kelly 518 

s. Snowstorm 194 
E. Kinney 200 

Winter Use 

Pasture Livestock 

Dry Hills 194 
Rabbit 265 

Rationale: 

(Each Year) 

# Period 

07/01 
07/01 

07/01 
07/01 

(Each Year) 

# Period 

11/01 
11/01 

of Use 

to 08/31 
to 08/31 

to 08/31 
to 08/31 

of Use 

to 02/28 
to 02/28 

476 
1056 

395 
406 

767 
1047 

It has been determined through monitoring that heavy and severe use has 
occurred on wetland/riparian and streambank riparian habitats. By continuing 
with present management, these sensitive areas will continue to be degraded. 

Due to the lack of adequate stock water on the uplands in the Castle Ridge 
Pasture, the present AMP spring grazing system has never been followed. 
Consistent patterns of rest-rotation and periods of use in other pastures has 
not been applied to the Bullhead Allotment throughout the evaluation period. 

The spring pastures have been utilized from 04/01 to 06/30 in a two pasture 
rest-rotation. While rest was incorporated into this system, the patterns of 
rest have been irregular. 

The summer pastures, which contain the majority of the riparian areas, have 
been utilized from 07/01 to 09/30. While Kinney and Snowstorm Flat Pastures 
have been consistently rested every third year, at a minimum, Kelly Burn 
Pasture has been grazed every year except one during the evaluation period. 

Under the present system, utilization and distribution patterns are showing 
heavy use around wetland/riparian and streambank riparian habitats within the 
spring and summer pastures. 

The selected management actions will reduce the active preference of livestock 
and also reduce wild horse numbers to a level that is compatible with meeting 
allotment specific objectives. Along with the reduction of livestock and wild 
horses, the summer season of use will be shortened by one month and Pole Creek 
wi 11 be fenced. 
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The management action will eliminate the present two pasture spring rest 
rotation system. Early spring use (03/01 to 03/31) will be made in the Castle 
Ridge Pasture every year. This pasture is short of late spring and summer 
water. Using this pasture in early spring will allow for better distribution 
of livestock on the uplands during the cool part of the year. Use in this 
pasture every year will not have an adverse impact on the vegetative resource 
because the vegetation has the complete growing season for regrowth which will 
allow the plants to store food reserves in their root system for the next 
growing season. 

Spring use (04/01 to 06/30) will be made in the First Creek, North Snowstorm 
and West Kinney Pastures. In the Snowstorm Pasture, Winter's Creek Gorge 
splits the pasture. The northern portion is more suited for spring use. 
Using the northern part of this pasture during the spring will allow for 
better distribution of cattle on the uplands. Drift fences may have to be 
constructed along portions of Winter's Creek to ensure complete effectiveness 
in separating north and south. The livestock removal date of 06/30 will be 
beneficial to the streambank riparian habitats of First and Snowstorm Creeks 
because of the regrowth potential, which in turn will improve the water 
quality and fisheries of these habitats. 

In the year that the North Snowstorm Pasture is being utilized, the West 
Kinney Pasture will be rested. This rest will allow for an increase in plant 
vigor and seedling establishment plus give the riparian areas a recovery 
period. The "rim" in Kinney Pasture splits the pasture. Small areas and gaps 
between rims may have to be fenced for complete effectiveness in separating 
east and west Kinney. The West Kinney Pasture is dominated by cheatgrass and 
livestock will maximize the use on the green, palatable vegetation at this 
time of year (04/01 to 06/30). 

First Creek Pasture will continue to be used every year as a spring pasture. 
In the years that North Snowstorm Pasture is scheduled for use, the eastern 
half of First Creek Pasture will be used and in the years that West Kinney 
will be used, the western half of First Creek Pasture will be used. Riding of 
First Creek Pasture is essential to maintain the integrity of this system. 
This will require commitment by the livestock operator to ensure that the 
livestock are in the authorized areas. 

The selected management action will also change the grazing system from the 
current AMP three pasture rest-rotation system on the summer pasture, to a 
four pasture grazing system. Under this system each pasture will be used 
every year from 07/01 to 08/31. Livestock numbers in each pasture will vary 
based on the Desired Stocking Rates per pasture. Allowable use levels of 30% 
for streambank riparian on Pole Creek and 50% for wetland/riparian habitats 
will be enforced for all summer pastures. These allowable use levels will 
dictate livestock removals. To determine removal dates from the summer 
pastures, mid-point utilization studies will be conducted by BLM specialists. 
Additional studies may be required before and after the mid- point inspection. 
When streambank riparian utilization levels on Pole Creek reach 25% or 
wetland/riparian utilization levels reach 45%, the livestock operator will be 
given a seven (7) day notice in which to remove livestock from the pasture 
and/or the allotment. If the use levels reach 25% or 45%, the livestock may 
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be moved to another pasture if the use levels are less than 20% on 
wetland/riparian habitats in the summer pasture that the livestock are to be 
moved to. If the use exceeds 20%, livestock will be removed from the 
allotment. No grazing will be authorized in the summer pastures after 08/31. 

Allowable use levels on streambank riparian habitats for First, Snowstorm, and 
Winter's Creek will not be enforced because the public reaches of these 
habitats are inaccessible to livestock due to topography and/or dense stands 
of woody riparian vegetation. Although allowable use levels will not be 
enforced, these habitats will be monitored. 

Winter use 
Pastures. 
vegetative 
from these 
the spring 

will be taken from 11/01 to 02/28 in the Dry Hills and Rabbit 
The utilization will be taken when plants are dormant, thus the 
resource will not be adversely effected. The 02/28 removal date 
pastures will allow for growth of the vegetative resource during 
and summer growing season. 

Due to the impacts of mining, the Bullhead Seeding will be used as a holding 
facility to facilitate livestock movements to and from winter and spring use 
areas. 

Interim System 

The Bureau's strategic plan for wild horses will be implemented with the first 
capture scheduled for 1994. This will reduce the estimated population of 304 
adults to 90 adults which will be within the selected management range for 
population of adult wild horses. 

During the interim, forage will be allocated for the estimated population of 
wild horses. This forage will be made available by reducing the number of 
livestock using the First Creek and Snowstorm Flat Pastures. The interim 
grazing system that will be followed until the population of adult horses is 
reduced is as follows: 

1. Grazing Preference Status (AUMs) 

a. Total preference 12,050 

b. Suspended preference 6,060 

c. Active preference 5,990 

1 . Authorized Use 5,022 

2. Not Scheduled 

a. Unavailable to 968 
livestock due to 
wild horse use 
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1994 

1994 

1994 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

Terms 

Season of Use 

Early Spring 03/01 to 03/31 
Spring 04/01 to 06/30 
Summer 07/01 to 08/31 
Winter 11/01 to 02/28 

Kind and Class of Livestock - Cattle, Cow/Calf 

Percent Federal Range - 100% 

Grazing System 

Pasture 

Castle Ridge 

w. First Creek 
w. Kinney 

Lower Kelly 
Upper Kelly 
S. Snowstorm 
E. Kinney 

Pastures 

Dry Hills 

Rabbit 

and Conditions: 

Early Spring 

Livestock# 

460 

Spring 

0 
136 

Summer 

234 
518 
194 
200 

Winter 

Livestock # 

194 

265 

Period of Use 

03/01 to 03/31 

No Livestock 
04/01 to 06/30 

07/01 to 08/31 
07/01 to 08/31 
07/01 to 08/31 
07/01 to 08/31 

Period of Use 

11/01 to 02/28 

11/01 to 02/28 

469 

0 
406 

476 
1056 
395 
406 

767 

1047 

Salt and/or mineral blocks shall not be placed within one quarter (1/4) 
mile of springs, streams, meadows, riparian habitats or aspen stands. 

You are required to perform normal maintenan ce on the range improvements 
as per your signed cooperative agreements and section 4 permits prior to 
live~tock turn out. 

Any livestock owned or controlled by the permittee must be eartagged. 
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The permittee must supply the BLM with a list of private eartags and 
numbers for the livestock that the permittee owns or controls. This 
list must be submitted prior to turnout along with copies of livestock 
use agreements. 

Your certified actual use report by pasture is due 15 days after the end 
of the authorized grazing period. 

Allowable use levels of 30% for streambank riparian on Pole Creek and 
50% for wetland/riparian habitats will be enforced for all summer 
pastures. These allowable use levels will dictate livestock removals. 
To determine removal dates from the summer pastures, mid- point 
utilization studies will be conducted by BLM specialists. Additional 
studies may be required before and after the mid- point inspection. When 
streambank riparian utilization levels on Pole Creek reach 25% or 
wetland/riparian utilization levels reach 45%, the livestock operator 
will be given a seven (7) day notice in which to remove livestock from 
the pasture and/or allotment. If the use levels reach 25% or 45%, the 
livestock may be moved to another pasture if the use levels are less 
than 20% on wetland/riparian habitats in the summer pasture that the 
livestock are to be moved to. If the use exceeds 20%, livestock will be 
removed from the allotment. No grazing will be authorized after 08/31 
in the summer pastures. Utilization data will be collected at the end 
of the grazing period in the spring and winter pastures. 

The grazing authorization with the schedule of use outlined in the 
Proposed Decision will be the only approved use and all other schedules, 
flexibilities and terms and conditions addres sed in the 1982 Coordinated 
Resource Management Plan and the 1985 Allotment Management Plan are 
suspended until the plans are revised. 

Authority: The authority of this decision is contained in Title 43 of the 
Code of Federal Regulations, which states in pertinent parts: 

4100.0-8 "The authorized officer shall manage livestock grazing on 
public lands under the principle of multiple use and sustained yield and 
in accordance with applicable land use plans . Land use plans shall 
establish allowable resource uses (either singly or in combination), 
related levels of production or use to be maintained, areas of use and 
resource condition goals and objectives to be obtained. The plans also 
set forth program constraints and general management practices needed to 
achieve management objectives. Livestock grazing activities and 
management actions approved by the authorized officer shall be in 
conformance with the land use plan as defined at 43 CFR 1601.0 - S(b). " 
4110.3 "The authorized officer shall periodically review the grazing 
preference specified in a grazing permit or lease and may make changes 
in the gra z ing preference status. These changes shall be supported by 
monitoring, as evidenced by rangel and studie s conducted over t ime, 
unless the change is either specified in an applicable land use plan or 
nece~sary to manage, maintain or improve rangeland productivity", 

15 



4110.3-2(b) "When monitoring shows active use is causing an 
unacceptable level or pattern of utilization or exceeds the livestock 
carrying capacity as determined through monitoring, the authorized 
officer shall reduce active use if necessary to maintain or improve 
rangeland productivity, unless the authorized officer determines a 
change in management practices would achieve the management objectives". 

4110.3-2(c) "Where active use is reduced it shall be held in suspension 
or nonuse for conservation/protection purposes, until the authorized 
officer determines that active use may resume" 

4130.6-1(a) "The authorized officer shall specify the kind and number 
of livestock, the period(s) of use, the allotment(s) to be used, and the 
amount of use, in animal unit months, for every grazing permit or lease. 
The authorized livestock grazing use shall not exceed the livestock 
carrying capacity as determined through monitoring and adjusted as 
necessary under 4110.3 - 1 and 4110.3-2. " 

4130.6 - 2 "The authorized officer may specify in grazing permits and 
leases other terms and conditions which will assist in achieving 
management objectives, provide for proper range management or assist in 
the orderly administration of the public rangeland s ... " 

4160.2 "Any applicant, permittee, lessee or other affected interests may 
protest the proposed decision under 4160.1 of thi s title in person or in 
writing to the authorized officer within 15 days after receipt of such 
decision." 

If you wish to protest th i s decision for livestock management, in accordance 
with 43 CFR 4160.2, you are allowed fifteen (15) days from receipt of this 
notice within which to file such protest with the Paradise - Deni o Resource Area 
Manager, Bureau of Land Management, Winnemucca District, 705 East Fourth 
Street, Winnemucca, NV 8445. Subsequent to the fifteen day protest period, a 
final decision will be issued which will provide opportunity for appeal in 
accordance with 43 CFR 4160.4 and 43 CFR 4.470. 
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FUTURE MONITORING AND GRAZING ADJUSTMENTS 

The Paradise-Denio Resource Area will continue to monitor the Bullhead 
Allotment. The monitoring data will continue to be collected in the future to 
provide the necessary information for subsequent evaluations. These 
evaluations are necessary to determine if the allotment specific objectives 
are being met under the new grazing management strategy. In addition, these 
subsequent evaluations will determine if adjustments are required to meet the 
established allotment specific objectives. 

The Bullhead Allotment is scheduled to be re-evaluated in FY 1997. 

s· erely yours, 

certified cc: 
Natural Resources Defense Council 2773765473 
Sierra Club-Toiyabe Chapter 2773765474 
Mr. Craig C. Downer 2773765475 
The Wilderness Society 2773765476 
NDOW - Fallon 2773765477 
Mr. John Marvel 2773765478 
Nevada Land Action Assoc. 2773765479 
Nevada Farm Bureau Federation 2773765480 
Mr. James Shepherd 2773765481 
USFWS 2773765482 
Claudia J. Richards 2773765483 
Wild Horse Organ. Assist. 2773765484 
Animal Protection Institute of America 2773765485 
Commission for the Preservation 
of Wild Horses 2776765486 

International Society for the Protection 
of Mustangs and Burros 2773765487 

American Horse Protection Assn. 2773765488 
U.S. Humane Society 2773765489 
Humboldt County Commissioners 2773765490 
NDOW - Winnemucca 2773765491 
NDOW - Elko 2773765492 
Mr. Charley Amos 2773765493 
Mr. James Bonavia 2773765494 

rce Area 

Terry Dailey, Area Manager, Elko Resource Area 2773765495 
Mr. Dave Cassinelli 2773765497 
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COMMISSIO NERS 

Paula S . Askew, Chairperson 
Carson City, Nevada 

Steven Fulstone, Vice Chairman 
Smith Valley, Nevada 

COMMISSION FOR THE 
PRESERVATION OF WILD HORSES 

50 Freeport Boulevard , No . 2 
Sparks, Nevada 89431 

Mr. Scott Billings 
Paradise-Denio Resource Area 
Bureau of Land Management 
705 East Fourth Street 
Winnemucca, Nevada 89445 

(702) 359 -8768 
May 27, 1994 

Michae l Jackson 
Las Vegas, Nevada 

Dan Kelserman 
Las Vegas , Nevada 

Dawn Lappin 
Reno, Nevada 

SUBJECT: Proposed Multiple Use Decision - Bullhead Al a t ent 

Dear Scott: 

The Nevada Commission for the Preservation of Wild Horses formally 
protests the Proposed Multiple Use Decision - Bullhead Allotment -
May 19, 1994. Based upon our review and interpretation of the 
Bullhead Allotment - Final Allotment Evaluation Summary - May 20, 
1994, we find the following errors: 

The appropriate management level for the snowstorm Wild Horse Herd 
is not based upon rangeland monitoring data. 

Intensive wild horse removals during 1983, 1984 and 1985 to meet 
the Humboldt Coordinated Resource Management Plan goal of 50 horses 
resulted in the removal of 883 wild horses from the Bullhead 
Allotment. Wild horse actual use data collected on the First Creek 
Pasture indicate horses were virtually removed from the pasture 
during 1987, 1988 and 1989. Horses did not appear on First Creek 
Pasture until 1990 ( See Table 2. Bullhead Allotment Wild Horse 
Numbers by Pasture, 1983-1992). Wild horse survey data collected 
in 1992 clearly illustrates seasonal use of the First Creek Pasture 
by the Snowstorm Herd. During May 1992 the Bureau observed 105 
adults and during September 1992 the Bureau observed 14 adults on 
the First Creek Pasture. These data cannot support the Wild Horse 
Management Decision that 40.5 percent of the Snowstorm Herd occupy 
the First Creek Pasture for 12 months. 

The appropriate management level for the Snowstorm Herd was 
determined upon 1992 actual use data for wild horse and livestock. 
Wild horse actual use estimates are in error based upon the Bureau 
of Land Management's assumption that there is no season use or 
migration of the herd. 

(0 )- 1074 



Mr. Scott Billings 
May 27, 1994 
Page 2 

The appropriate management level for the Snowstorm Herd was 
determined by use of 1992 Use Pattern Mapping Data. These data are 
not found in the Bullhead Allotment - Final Allotment Evaluation 
Summary. In fact, the only use pattern mapping data presented are 
for 1985, 1987, 1988 and 1990. During these years, wild horse 
numbers were estimated to be only two head for 1987, 1988 and 1989. 
For those years of rangeland monitoring, the Bureau of Land 
Management could only find heavy and severe utilization of forage 
that was directly accountable to livestock actual use of the First 
Creek Pasture. 

The appropriate management level for the Snowstorm Wild Horse Herd 
must be a fair proportion of the carrying capacity of the Bullhead 
Allotment. 

In order to achieve a thriving natural ecological balance the 
appropriate management level must be determined by use of 
monitoring and actual use collected within the term of the 
allotment evaluation. Therefore, actual use data must be accurate 
and allocation of available forage must be proportional to each 
user. In the example of First Creek Pasture, we find the 
following: 

Year Cattle Horse Total 
AUMS AUMs AUMs 

1985 3008 426 3434 
1987 2730 * 12 2742 
1988 271 * 12 283 
1989 1482 * 12 1494 

Average 1873 115 1988 
Percent 94% 6% 

* Data indicate two horses using the First Creek Pasture for 
spring season( six months). 

Therefore, the reduction in active use should be proportional 
to the amount of damage caused by each user. Based upon the data 
presented and analyzed in the allotment evaluation, the carrying 
capacity for the First Creek Pasture is 1505 AUMs. Any reduction 
in the existing wild horse herd should be limited to 6% of the 
necessary adjustment, unless all monitoring data are presented and 
analyzed in an allotment evaluation. 

Scott Billing, Area Manager 



May 27, 1994 
Page 3 

In addition, you've made reference to the CRMP agreement as 
the starting base for the Land Use Plan numbers on wild horses. 
The 1989 IBLA Decision in reference to wild horses, negated those 
original numbers. Please correct the reference in your final 
document. 

sincerely, 

Catherine Barcomb 
Director 
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WILD HORSE ORGANIZED ASSISTANCE 

P.O. BOX555 
RENO , NEV ADA 89504 

Mr. Scott Billings 
Paradise-Denio Resource Area 
Bureau of Land Management 
705 East Fourth Street 
Winnemucca, Nevada 89445 

May 27, 1994 
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a oote from @I~ 
Dawn Y. Lappin 

SUBJECT: Proposed Mult i ple Use Decisio~ - Bullhead Allotment 

Dear Scott: 

The Nevada Commission for the Preservation of Wild Horses formally 
protests the Proposed Multiple Use Decision - Bullhead Allotment -
May 19, 1994. Based upon our review and interpretation of the 
Bullhead Allotment - Final Allotment Evaluation summary - May 20, 
1994, we find the following errors: · · 

The appropriate management level for the Snowstorm Wild Horse Herd 
is not based upon rangeland monitoring data. 

Intensive wild horse removals during 1983, 1984 and 1985 to meet 
the Humboldt Coordinated Resource Management Plan goal of 50 horses 
resulted in the removal of 883 wild horses from the Bullhead 
Allotment. Wild horse actual use data collected on the First Creek 
Pasture indicate horses were virtually removed from the pasture 
dur i ng 1987, 19~8 and 1989. Horses did not appear on.Yirst Creek 
Pasture until 1990 (See Table 2. Bullhead Allotment Wild Horse 
Numbers by Pasture, 1983-1992). Wild horse survey data collected 
in 1992 clearly illustrates seasonal use of the First Creek Pasture 
by the Snowstorm Herd. During May 1992 the Bureau observed 105 
adults and during September 1992 the Bureau observed 14 adults on 
the First Creek Pasture. These data cannot support the Wild Horse. 
Management Decision that 40.5 percent of the Snowstorm Herd occupy 
the First Creek Pasture for 12 months. 

The appropriate management level for the Snowstorm Herd was 
determined upon 1992 actual use data for wild horse and livestock. 
Wild horse actual use estimates are in error based upon the Bureau 
of Land Management's assumption that there is no season use or 
migration of the herd. 
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Mr. Scott Billings 
May 27, 1994 
Page 2 

The appropriate management level for the Snowstorm Herd was 
determined by use of 1992 Use Pattern Mapping Data. These data are 
not found in the Bullhead Allotment - Final Allotment Evaluation 
Summary. In fact, the only use pattern mapping data presented are 
for 1985, 1987, 1988 and 1990. During these years, wild horse 
numbers were estimated to be only two head for 1987, 1988 and 1989. 
For those years of rangeland monitoring, the Bureau of Land 
Management could only find heavy and severe utilization of forage 
that was directly accountable to livestock actual use of the First 
Creek Pasture. 

The appropriate management level for the Snowstorm Wild Horse Herd 
must be a fair proportion of the carrying capacity of the Bullhead 
Allotment. 

In order to achieve a thriving natural ecological balance the 
appropriate management level must be determined by use of 
monitoring and actual use collected within the term of the 
allotment evaluation. Therefore, actual use data must be accurate 
and allocation of available forage must be proportional to each 
user. In the example of First Creek Pasture, we find the 
following: 

Year Cattle Horse Total 
AUMS AUMs AUMs 

1985 3008 426 3434 
1987 2730 * 12 2742 
1988 271 * 12 283 
1989 1482 * 12 1494 

Average 1873 115 1988 
Percent 94% 6% 

* Data indicate two horses using the First Creek Pasture for 
spring season( six months). 

Therefore, the reduction in active use should be proportional 
to the amount of damage caused by each user. Based upon the data 
presented and analyzed in the allotment evaluation, the carrying 
capacity for the First Creek Pasture is 1505 AUMs. Any reduction 
in the existing wild horse herd should be limited to 6% of the 
necessary adjustment, unless all monitoring data are presented and 
analyzed in an allotment evaluation. 

Scott Billing, Area Manager 
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May 27, 1994 
Page 3 

In addition, you've made reference to the CRMP agreement as 
the starting base for the Land Use Plan numbers on wild horses. 
The 1989 IBLA Decision in reference to wild horses, negated those 
original numbers. Please correct the reference in your final 
document. 

Sincerely, 


