
__./ - - ---

fuJ u qi/ t 1 _ {)J_du t d _ M. a. re c:-.... y _aui--

d cyj 1 011-rfl-,·s C}/1-Jh-e owyh~ 1 S'(1--"e-
6--- UJ-ei vd way o ~ ooa{V-1) /~ (Yq,j_q , 
II o_f e Y--A \.{> H { 's 11,_ 0 p cuL/b/ 7, 'ty a r-
U,,i O v,) u f i Y V _o cc. 0vv, c9 , 
- Noh!~,· fl us If\&,- g. e ✓(lo.fl a {u rt 
r ( 9 U ;-e 5 -{(Cf. (_ _'1w.q '(! r' r) cJ C{ Y CA._ l . S ~ 

of (.1>tf''f'P, Or <'l!'J\SUf. ft\P.'f be l11a,cov¢{1" 
-~ I 0- ~f!.-\/-C'Vv,_ 7c; - ')fr J)i,-o~ably tS ,'fl O.ll/,JJ-a,1-('' 

C CM1pct~,'Sr'OY/ Fot1c.f 7t;- fo 
'f (; M l,'11_yr 1 I ,' 11d; r a. f-0 / y1_9{7 Nq 1-,fqlr 1/-
(j O cf CJV[(<.j /Cf({I_W.J' ., f ·-f/4_--e (l(&);r'{/rC/ (/)~....( 

w--ere c()Vrlti- - (\Ovv\ 91/c> ·o 1lrer-_ ✓fi/ f-
, ' Cl\ '-l he r ; I e J wo (j_/ d 6-e 'f 1:> J? ! , 11 e 
r., (~J /i'f>tf_ (,{tf r ul/ of!--()JO"Y-J'~ lcvqp 
-t-Ao../J '-1-'1 lJ , _ l 

;Vo{Y: - {f-fl(,eJ· are tLCJ f a kl _ 
,e '--f i:L'1 /0-e 0a ~>--I 'fr i-o fl tJ 1,,,r.ef, ,__, 71-.tZ_ 

(2r-t~ ( r'VLy 111N (J 1ft '{Jy :.__@ - c( c/1., Y-4t:_ 
f --e ~l~ fO.r '}J Ch d '+"fCA. V rvo Ul-/1 }I le 

IJv{rf I _ 

/~O-PfVt wo.f f'u(J()OW cl 'fu /:Je ,~ 
f; ,'cJ f CJ 1, 'f '/_ ? p-eJ f. 'I h i 11.ff ew v Ito tJ(l'61-t e-cJ 

- UJ~J Lvh 'f>n A'€.. ~ f- f O fJP! 1-0 - -
;:r:- ~y ,i~1 I wi f iflJ-h ~N l:J <;1 Li /Jttt 
!Jti tlf {D rauc CMd ~la i I , 

R 0/J 



\s C-154 1·2 
't. 19 74 

UNITED S~AT GOVERNMENT 

M d DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR e mo ran um BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 
N1 v f -4 ,p <J h- ~ k () t (' e O'v, B 

IN REPLY REFER TO: 

a l) ftT lt tnAy be J fl ~/ll(ltt:(, f e 

Q OfltA /hDba§ly l".S Jn.lltcv~aje 
Cl {)19 -r--A (.S {'ev~a,11 "{ fy .:t11 o t cuf4 Y~ate: 

a tlo~s L ,'ve, f:o V'(I v-e r 
To Files June 20, 1975 

FROM Raymond R. Hoem, NRS 

SUBJECT: Wild Horses, Owyhee Desert 

During the period 9-11 June 1975, I conducted an aerial count of ho ~ses 
on the Owyhee Desert. The flights were on a grid, approximately 1 mile 
apart, flying east and west across the desert. 

The following table represents the data gathered as compared to the 
1 

1974 inventory. 

Year Adults Juveniles Yearlin Bands Totals 

1975 954 232 212 134 1398 

1974 875 247 231 124 1353 
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The data collected was not what I had expected to find. I expected 
data to show a large recruitment rate; i.e. ·number of adults survivi 
from yearling to adult age and number of colts surviving to yearling 
age. The data gathered indicates that only 79 animals (34.2%) survi ed 
to adulthood from yearling age. At the same time 212 animals (85.8% 
survived from colts to yearling age. The latter figure is reasonabl 
acceptable; however, those figures for adults place doubt upon t e 
census. 

There are three explanations which can explain the discrepancy noted 
above: 

1. The census was inaccurate. 
2. Animals migrated from the area. 
3. Yearling animals were captured. 

The census technique was essential _ly the same as the previous year I s i 
However, two changes occurred: 

1. The census was conducted by fixed wing aircraft. 
2. Only one observer was conducting the census. 

These two changes may have been enough to show the lower population 
levels. 
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Animals may have emigrated from the area. Surrounding areas were no~ 
checked due to the fact they are administered by other districts. 
There are no barriers, other than fences, which may have prevented 
emigration. Fences normally, do not constitute an effective barrie 
to feral horses. I 

Yearling animals were captured. This is entirely possible due to the 
remoteness of the area. However, no capturing facilities were obseryed 
nor were any activities which appeared abnormal. A few additional band 
numbers were noted; however, these could have been created by the 
additional 79 horses. 

From the past two years experience, foaling is not entirely complete4 
at this time of year. Although it must be emphasized that these fer~l 
horses foal year around. However, I would suggest a one month delay 
in censuses of this type. 

The data indicates, assuming a 50% male to female ratio, a reproduction 
rate of 48.6% or 49 foals per 100 adult females {adults being considered 
2+year animals). 

RH/mps 


