
IN REPLY REFER TO 

United States Department of the Interior 4700 
(N-Ol

6
) 

Dawn Lappin 
WHOA! 

B~ff<1UD<fs~i~E/'b%'f c~ E NT 

P.O. Box 831 
Elko, Nevada 89801 

Wild Horse Organized Assistance 
P.O. Box 555 
Reno, Nevada 89504 

Dear Ms. Lappin: 

MAR 1 4 1980 

In an effort to keep you advised of activities involving wild and free
roaming horses, I have attached a proposed gathering plan in the Owyhee 
Desert. 

The Environmental Assessment, whic h has not yet been written, wil ,1 be 
completed by mid-summer and mailed to interested individuals and organizations 
for comments. The final gathering plan on the number of horses to be · 
removed if any, will be determined by the environmental assessme ~t. . 

If you have any initial comments involving this proposal, I woul J appreciate 
hearing from you so that your throughts may _be included in our a~alysis. 
If you have any questions please con tact me or Jesse Dingman at this office. 

Attachment 
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I. ·r NT~t"lDUC'J' I.ON 

The intc·nt of this capture pl.'.ln ii, ~ ' out) '~nc nw lll(!thods ;rnd 
. · proc,'durci; to be US(!d in l"C.'11\0Vin~%:; ,d hor ses fro111 the Ow> hcc 

Desert :HHl Snp.,,,stonn Mountain!,, The plan il1Vl)lvc~; rt'mov;1] vf ;1bout 
J.,01:n h,.n-::~s (111 Jandc. ,1clministcred by the BUI licginnirqj .1buut 
Octoh , r l'..i, J9HO. 

IL GEt-:ERt\L Alm.I\ nESC:RIPTJO!~ 

The O\,,yhcc nc~;crt - and Sn01,1storm .Mountains arc approxin1.1tel 1y 70 
miJ l' .S north of Battle MounU1in, Nevada (sec Figtn :,~ ) ) . Tlr~ subject 
area to be g.1thered (see F:i.gurc 2) includes the F::iirhanks Field, 
'l\vin Val Jcy Sprj_ng Field, Lake Creek Fi<:>ld and Hul lhe.:1<l AJ lotn1ent 
(aJ.] . adm:i.n:i.stcrc .cl by Winnemucca District) a nd . the Owyhee, Little 
Hu~bolclt and Rock Creek Allotments (all admi~istercd by E~ko 
District). 

A detniJed wild horse inventory was 
Humboldt, and Rock Creek Allotments 
on January 31 and February 1 , 1980. 
wciie counted as follows: 

conducted in the Owyhqe, Little 
( administered by Elko . District) 
A total of 503 wild horse1 

Allotment Adult 1.Torses ~ Colt s Total 

)~of-
Owyhee 178✓ .. · 55 233 
Littl e Humboldt 153 37 190 
Rock Creel:, 72 8 80 

Grand Total 503 

A wild horse inventory was conducted in the Fairbanks Field, 
Valley Spring Field, Lake Creek Field and 0u llh cacl Allotm~nt 
June 30 and July l, 1979. A total of 1,654 wild horses w~re 
as follows: · · 

Twin 
on 
counted 

Field or Allotment Adult Horses Colts Total ---

Fairbanks 217 ' • 6 263 
Twin Valley Spring 349 103 452 
Lake Crec~k 28J. 85 366 

I 

Bullhc;id 453 ..,; 120 .5 7 3 
Grand Total l 654 .• I 

On December l, · J.978, tltc Elko Distd .ct rcccd.vecl a claim of owner.
ship of horses on pub)j _c l ands fr~n Roarine Sprin~s Assoctatcs for 
20 h o recs in the Owyhee Al Jo tmcnt. No laorscs wC!r«.: found pt the 
att< ~lllpted gatlH!r. The J:J ko District has received a requc~i;t from 
Ncvnrla First Corporrition to l:emovl! .,.;i)d home!, fr.om their privntc 
l.:rnd!;, specifically in tlic Little Owyhee and BuJ.Jhe:nd AllotrncntfJ. 



The Wi.n1w111ucca Di~;trict conducted a ....,,i]d hor:~c g.it!H)r in J.979 ;'md 
. removed l ,l00 11wild l10r~c:3 from Lake C·1.-cck, 1\,•in \'alley Spt i inc, :111,l 

. Fairbank:-; F ic- l d~;. t l 'f ::L 'j,~.../ J ••·6 '-t./1. . 
All of the nvailabl.c for;1gc on th~' public l:1ncls in the ;1) J!otmcnts 
was :1djuclj _c;it('d for cattle opcrar:ions :1nd wildlife. No Alj}l's were 
adjudic:1teci for \dld hon:;cs. 

The horse gathering area encom1rnssc.r; all or pai.-t of 5 scpcr:ite 
allotment:-;. A Jist of pcrnd.ttce:; by a) lotrncnt field, acllivc 
preference AUM's, and percent public land is as fol lo\,n~: 

Allotment Field Active Pref. J\UM Is 

Bullhead . 
Li tt:J e Ooyhec 0. ,airbanks 
Li-t' .tlc Owyhee Antelope 

Capital 
Calico 
Rock Spr j_ngs 

✓ Lake Creek 
✓Twin Valley Spring 

Owyhee 

Little Hun)boldt 

Rock Creek · 

III. JUSTIFICATION 

12,050 
3, 7]_11 

41,168 

39,225 

7,656 

48,700 

14, 3)'5.J 3 , 

%F.R. 

100 
100 
100 

98 

97 

Per.mi tt c e 

I Nev.:1d.-1 VACA Inc. 
f Nevndn First Corp. 

Nevada VACA Inc. 

,fr 
Roaring Springs 
As soci,J tes 
Hammond Ranches, 
Inc. 

78 Ellison Ranching 
-~7 67-;:: Company 

:S 9S.S% 
,c..R. 

The Bureau of Land ~anngcment is directed to protect, manage, and 
control wild free-roaming horses and burr.os as authorized by P.L. 
92-195 Section 3, P.L. 94 - 579 Section 404 and P.L. 95-514 Section 
14. This management in~ludes maintaining an ecological balance on 
the public lands. Over the past years the increase in wifd horse 
numbers nnd drought in conjunct.ion with other gra:d .ng ani1]1als have 
depleted the range condition and adversely effected the ecologic;il 
balance of the area. One of the allotment operators is appJ .ying 
for total non-use within one pasture of the Owyhee Allotment in 
1980 due to decreased forage believed to be caused by the increased 
wil .d hor s e numbers. Twin Val.lay Spring Field and Lake Cr~ek Field 
have been in non-use since 1974 and arc schedujed for nonuse in 
1980. 

The proposed capture area hos historically provided impor , ant 
wil<lJife habitat and been subjected to heuvy livestock an~ wild 
liorBe use. Observations over recent ycnrs by qualified B~reau of 
Land Man:igr!inent f icl.d pe rsonncl. have rc~su l1' eel in grow ,ing conccn;i 
obout recurring water. r;hortngcs and general r:onge <letcri .oration. 
One of the signt[icant contribuU .ng factorLl ir; bcU .cvc<l to be the 
rcrrnlt.: of stea<lil y j_ncrcaoing nncl unmanilgcd \-liJ d horse po1~u]atiorw 
which rc:sidu in the suhjcct ;1rca on a yca'rloni basJs. 

lo, 
I 
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JV. Cc\PTlll,E PLAN /IND Mt-:'[l!ODS 

The propos ed gathering op0rat ion wouJ d be .. conducl"L'd wi t 'hin till' 
des cribed aJ lotm e nts (see Figure 2) to rl.!111ove th1.' foJ.Jo\ •.'i11g nu ,nh(!t' 
of hors~ :•s: 

AJJotment/FicJd 

Owyhee 
/ Little Humboldt 
/ Rock Creek 
✓nullhead 
/ Lake Cre ek 
/ Twin Valley Spring 

Fairbanks 
Totals 

Hors es Pr es 1.'.nt llon,es R01:10vcd 

233 f 133 JOO 
190 , . 100 90 

~!~]t.42(,1,q) ~gg ~H 
45211' 200 252 
263 ~ 100 J 63 

2 , l 5 7 1 , 0 8 3 1:07 /~ 
,;;, 5, '88¥ ~ s h / .z, J' ,Pg' ,,qu .,.,,5 A temporary trap with deflector wings encompassing J ess t .in one 

acre would be constructed. The use of a contracted hclicopt ~r and 
horse riders would be n e cessary to drive and direct hors e .s in an 
efficient and careful manner. Haza rds such as cliffs and fences 
w.o.uld be scouted in advanc e and existing roads and trails wou1".fl be 
used. Horses would be truck hauled to temporary holdin g facilities 
in Palomino Vall e y, Nevada, or an alternate location, for processing, 
then shipped to .distribution centers in the midwe .st for al.loption. 
Horses that might b e held at the trap site in excess of 2~ hours 
would have food and water provided ... lnadverten~ly collected 
horses which are branded or privately owned would b e treated under 
Nevada estray laws. I 

Captured horses th ·at arc obviously lame, deformed, or sicf should 
be humanely disposed of at the trap site. 

A cultural resources investigation by an archeologist or !district 
arch e ological .technician will be made prior to any trap construction. 
If a significa~t find was discovered, an alternate site wouJ .d be 
selected. 

T 
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