
Catherine Barcomb 

United States Department of the Interior 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 
Winnemucca Field Office 

5100 East Winnemucca Boulevard 
Winnemucca, Nevada 89445 

702-623-1500 

Commission for the Preservation 
of Wild Horses 

1105 Terminal Way, Ste. 209 
Reno, NV 89502 

Dear Ms. Barcomb: 

In Reply Refer To: 
(NV-22.14) 

Enclosed, please find the monitoring data for the low elevations of the South Paiut.e Use Area 
in response to your letter dated August 28, 1997. 

Should you have any questions regarding this data, please contact Mandy McCutcheon at (702) 
623-1500. 

Enclosures 
monitoring data 

Sincerely yours, 

tfd_PaL 
Colin P. Christensen 
ADM-Renewable Resources 
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Memorandum 

To: 

From: 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 

Winnemucca District Office 
705 East Fourth Street 

Winnemucca, Nevada 89445 

Paiute Meadows Monitoring Files 

Mandy Mccutcheon, Range Conservationist 

In reply refer to: 
(NV024.14) 

Subject: Monitoring on South Paiute Use Area 

On April 12, and 19, 1994, Ron Hall and I conducted monitoring for total horse 
use on the South Paiute Use Area. The permittee was not contacted, since the 
ranch is in the process of changing hands. The South Paiute Use Area was 
closed to livestock grazing by the 1993 Area Managers Full Force and Effect 
Multiple Use Decision dated 04/12/94. Forage species identified, utilization 
levels, and observation locations are plotted on the use pattern map and noted 
in the stop summary. 

On April 12, the higher elevations in the southern use area were checked. 
There were six stops made within the area to assess utilization. Quite a bit 
of the country was not checked due to limited access by snow. 

The utilization on the uplands thr oughout t he ar ea on l ast year's growt h was 
determined ocularly and appeared to be slight with the main species being 
Thurber's Needlegrass (STTH2), Bluebunch Wheatgrass (AGSP), Sandberg's 
Bluegrass (POSE), Needle and Thread Grass (STC04), and Bottlebrush 
Squirreltail (SIHY). 

Utilization within the seeding was determined in the area with the heaviest 
use by conducting a key forage plant transect with 9% use on Crested 
Wheatgrass (AGCR) and 2% use on POSE. 

Trough Spring, Drip Spring, Running Water Spring, and Horse Spring were also 
checked to determine water availability and maintenance needs. All springs, 
with the exception of Running Water Springs which is a pipeline, were running. 
The maintenance on these spring has been non-existent. There are pictures in 
the files from 1977 which show that these developments were in bad condition 
then. 

On April 19, the lower elevations south of the Paiute Meadows Ranch were 
checked. This area was checked ocularly, with use hard to determine since the 
main forage species were Shadscale (ATCO), Budsage (ARSP), Ephedra (EPHED), 
and Greasewood (SAVE) there was an abundance of new leader growth. 



When this area was flown previous to the 1994 horse gather, this was the area 
with the highest concentration of horses. Also horses removed from this area 
were in poor condition. 

Utilization on last years growth on the Sedges (CAREX) and Rushes (JUNCU) at 
the seeps north of Pidgeon Springs and at Pidgeon Springs itself was 
determined to be heavy with approximately 60-65% use. 

Pidgeon Springs should be assessed for feasibility for reconstruction, since 
there was no surface water observed. This could be due to the fact that the 
headbox and exclosure were over grown with sagebrush and willow. There were 
three dead horses observed at the spring. 

The utilization at Indian Springs was less than 10% on Willows (SALIX) and on 
CAREX and JUNCU. The willow and rose are coming in strong in all age classes 
and have the riparian area well armored. 

The country south of Pidgeon Springs was not checked due to time limitations, 
however, in June an ESI transect was run in this country, and observations 
showed that the Indian Ricegrass (ORHY) has been used heavily by horses both 
presently and in the past. 

With the last horse gather and no livestock grazing in the South Use Area the 
vegetation is starting to recover and our management objectives are within 
reach. 
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Memorandum 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF 1HE INTERIOR 
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 

Winnemucca District Office 
51()() E. Winnemucca Blvd. 

Winnemucca, Nevada 89445 

In Reply Refer To: 
(NV-024.14) 

July 9, 1996 

To: Paiute Meadows Monitoring File 

From: Mandy McCutcheon, RMS 

Subject: Utilization Studies 

On May 7, 8, and 28, 1996, Ron Hall and I rode several areas of the Paiute Meadows 
Allotment to assess the amount of wild horse utilization from the 1995 winter. The course of 
the rides, wild horses observed, and utilization are plotted on the map. 

Utilization on last years vegetative growth, could not be determined for the most part since 
we could not get out into the area until May due to scheduling conflicts and the spring runoff 
and precipitation. 

May 7. 1996 

Ron Hall and I rode up Sheep Creek, then went south across the uplands to an un-named 
canyon just north of Indian Creek, where we observed a small band of three horses. 

Utilization found throughout this area on the current years growth was considered to be slight 
(less than 20%) on bluebunch wheatgrass (AGSP), Sandberg's bluegrass (POSE), Thurber's 
needlegrass (STTH2), and bottlebrush squirreltail (SIHY). 

May 8. 1996 

On May 8th, Ron and I rode from Bartlett Creek south towards Rough Canyon to look at the 
stringer meadows within the area and determine whether or not there had been any horse use 
north of Rough Canyon. 

Observations showed a little horse use north of the road to Rough Canyon. Utilization within 
this area was slight with less than 10% use. 



May 28. 1996 

Sandy Brown, Ron Hall, and I rode from the Paiute Meadows Ranch, to the Paiute Seeding, 
then returned through Deer Creek to Paiute Creek. Utilization in the seeding was slight on 
the crested wheatgrass with less than 10% use, no use was observed in the Deer Creek 
Canyon. 

There was only one small band of horses and one lone stud observed in the Paiute Seeding. 
There were IO adults and 3 foals in the band. 

Utilization within the South Paiute and North Paiute Use Areas at this time was at an 
acceptable level which should allow for the meeting of the short term utilization objectives. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 

Winnemucca District Office 
5100 E. Winnemucca Blvd. 

Winnemucca, Nevada 89445 

Memorandum 

To: Paiute Meadows Monitoring File 

From: Mandy McCutcheon, RMS 

Subject: Utilization Studies 

In Reply Refer To: 
(NV-024 .14) 

April 25, 1997 

On April 2 & 3, 1997, Ron Hall and I visited several areas of the Paiute Meadows Allotment to 
assess the amount of wild horse utilization from the 1996 winter. Forage species identified, 
utilization levels, and sample locations are plotted on the Use Pattern Map and the Stop 
Summary. 

On April 2, Ron and I monitored south of the Paiute Meadows Ranch. in the lower elevations 
of the Paiute Meadows Allotment. There were three stops made within the southern use area. 
The first spot we visited was the key area that was monitored during the South Paiute Use Area 
closure. We also visited the southern most windmill of the Pruute Meadows Allotment. The 
windmill blades, casing, pump, and sucker rod were laying on the ground. The trough was in 
good condition, but there was no project marker. 

Utilization in this area was slight (<10%), on ORHY, SIHY, EULA, ATCO, ARSP, and GRSP. 
The horse sign found within this area was very old, with the exception of a pair of fresh tracks 
from a mare and foal that went down the road towards the windmill. Livestock use in this area 
was almost nonexistent, due to the fact that ~e cattle are removed in October and are still in the 
upper elevations of the South Paiute Use Area. 

No horses were observed within low elevations of the South Paiute Use Area. Due to the recent 
gather the population on the southern end of the allotment has been decreased . 

On April 3, Ron and I visited the flat between the Battle Creek Ranch and the Paiute Meadows 
Ranch. We drove out towards Pinto Mountain and the hot springs. The flat was very dry for 
this time of the year, the only standing water on the flat was right at the Battle Creek channel 
itself. 



We also visited the meadow areas between Rough Canyon and Bartlett Creek. There was no 
observed use on the uplands or the meadows. 

Utilization on last year's growth was undeterminable in the lower elevations of the North Paiute 
Use Area since the key species within the area was Sandberg's bluegrass (POSE) and budsage 
(ARSP). 

Utilization within the South Paiute and North Paiute Use Areas at this time was very slight which 
should allow for the meeting of the short term utilization objectives. 
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