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" United States Department of the Interior

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT
Winnemucca Field Office
5100 East Winnemucca Boulevard
Winnemucca, Nevada 89445
702-623-1500

In Reply Refer To:
(NV-22.14)

Catherine Barcomb

Commission for the Preservation
of Wild Horses

1105 Terminal Way, Ste. 209

Reno, NV 89502

Dear Ms. Barcomb:

e[ 8

iute Use Area

Enclosed, please find the monitoring data for the low elevations of the South P
in response to your letter dated August 28, 1997. -

Should you have any questions regarding this data, please contact Mandy McCutcheon at (702)

623-1500.
Sincerely yours,
Colin P. Christensen
ADM-Renewable Resources
Enclosures

monitoring data
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT
Winnemucca District Office
705 East Fourth Street
Winnemucca, Nevada 89445

In reply refer to:

(NV024.14)
Memorandum
To: Paiute Meadows Monitoring Files
From: Mandy McCutcheon, Range Conservationist AZ{X

Subject: Monitoring on South Paiute Use Area

On April 12, and 19, 1994, Ron Hall and I conducted monitoring for total horse
use on the South Paiute Use Area. The permittee was not contacted, since the
ranch is in the process of changing hands. The South Paiute Use Area was
closed to livestock grazing by the 1993 Area Managers Full Force and Effect
Multiple Use Decision dated 04/12/94. Forage species identified, utilization
levels, and observation locations are plotted on the use pattern map and noted

in the stop summary.

On April 12, the higher elevations in the southern use area were checked.
There were six stops made within the area to assess utilization. Quite a bit
of the country was not checked due to limited access by snow.

The utilization on the uplands throughout the area on last year's growth was
determined ocularly and appeared to be slight with the main species being
Thurber's Needlegrass (STTH2), Bluebunch Wheatgrass (AGSP), Sandberg's
Bluegrass (POSE), Needle and Thread Crass (STCO04), and Bottlebrush
Squirreltail (SIHY).

Utilization within the seeding was determined in the area with the heaviest
use by conducting a key forage plant transect with 9% use on Crested
Wheatgrass (AGCR) and 2% use on POSE.

Trough Spring, Drip Spring, Running Water Spring, and Horse Spring were also
checked to determine water availability and maintenance needs. All springs,
with the exception of Running Water Springs which is a pipeline, were running.
The maintenance on these spring has been non-existent. There are pictures in
the files from 1977 which show that these developments were in bad condition

then.

On April 19, the lover elevations south of the Paiute Meadows Ranch were
checked. This area was checked ocularly, with use hard to determine since the
main forage species were Shadscale (ATCO), Budsage (ARSP), Ephedra (EPHED),
and Greasewood (SAVE) there was an abundance of new leader growth.




When this area wvas flown previous to the 1994 horse gather, this was the area
with the highest concentration of horses. Also horses removed from this area

were in poor condition.

Utilization on last years growth on the Sedges (CAREX) and Rushes (JUNCU) at
the seeps north of Pidgeon Springs and at Pidgeon Springs itself was
determined to be heavy with approximately 60-65% use.

Pidgeon Springs should be assessed for feasibility for reconstruction, since
there was no surface water observed. This could be due to the fact that the
headbox and exclosure were over grown with sagebrush and willow. There wvere
three dead horses observed at the spring.

The utilization at Indian Springs was less than 10% on Willows (SALIX) and on
CAREX and JUNCU. The willow and rose are coming in strong in all age classes
and have the riparian area well armored.

The country south of Pidgeon Springs was not checked due to time limitations,
however, in June an ESI transect was run in this country, and observations
shoved that the Indian Ricegrass (ORHY) has been used heavily by horses both
presently and in the past.

With the last horse gather and no livestock grazing in the South Use Area the
vegetation is starting to recover and our management objectives are within

reach.
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
‘ , BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT
Range Utilization
Key Forage Plant Method
U)mgﬂn ()mu F (3) Observer
Wnneo H 12 ]9 | ML sk hoer
(4) Resource Area (5) Anotnent (6) Openr.or/Alloztu (7) Field Name or No.
(8) Vegetation Type (9) Range Site (10) &ind(s) & Class(s) of Grazing Animal(s)
“(11) Use Period (12) Grazing Management Systesm

(13) Transect Location/Key Area No.

A’. n ‘ ?_J < {—‘_';.{' .'[,.“Ab!
Mid- Key S ecies Key Species Key Species
(14) Yse Rating of Point| Frequency Frequency Frequency]
Current Year's Growth (x) (f) (f) X (x) (£) (f) X (x) (£) (£) X (x)
o ::'M‘O:I.:"mhrunhu hews ne evidence of use . ' -y ‘ & /.
O /éi) b /
Q 9 o //

- : The rengelead has the appearsace of
ght grasiag. The hay hevbacssus forage plants
-y li tepped or slightly used. Curvest sesdstalhs /
and young plaats of Rey herbacseus species are Little /
disturbed. The availadle lsadars of key browse plaats
are lirtle disturied.

Lighe ‘H 40V): The raageland say be topped, shimmad, \
or gras patches. The low valus herbecesus plasts ‘l
are ungraied and 60 te 89 perceat of the aummer of 8 i
Survent seedstalls of key harbacesus pleats reemia .
Intact. Mast youmg plasts of the key species are 0
endasaged . utn- ot ne wse of low value plaats. 7y
There is sbvious ovidence of leader wee. Tha avail- = /
able leaders appear creppmi or brovsed Ia patches and -

11 te 40 percent of the evailshble lesder growth of
the Loy brewse plaats has beaa

Ibunn (41-600): The rungelsad sppears emtirely
a8 wilorsly as mstursl features end facile
luu will allew. Fiftesm ta 23 parcest of the e
ber of currest seedstalis of key Merbicesus mpecien P
temaia iatact, Mo @are thaa 10 percemt of the Aumber -
of low velus harbacesus forage ploats srv wiilised. S
Drowse plaats appear Tether wmiforsiy villlsed amd e
41 te 60 parcenc of the svellable lesder grewth of
koy brewss plants has bees remeved.

Mesvy m-w\!: The reagsiand has the sppearance of
tomplote ssarch. Lay hathacesus Specied are alaeet
compiotely wtilized with less thas 10 percent of the
Curreat seedstalis remsiaiag. Shasts of thiremmatous
Bresses are aissiag. Move thas 10 percent of the .
wmber of low valus hethecesus forage plasts Mave 2
boon wilized. The preferred browss plaats are badged / §

ond peme plomt clumps may be slightly brekea. Nearly A

ail svaliable leaders sre used aad fow tormiasl buds 4
Tetnia eu key brewss plamti. Appresimmtely 61 1o 8O g k '
percent of the svailable [eadar groweh of the koy
broves plaats has bees ressved.

-
e
-
.,

l-nq (31-1001): The raageiand has & swwn eppearsace
ond there are ladicatieas of repsated coverage. Tam
it wo evidence of reproductisa of curTeat sesdrtalbs

of Moy Borbeceous species. Loy Werdaceous fersge
specios are cempletely wtilized. The remsining stwbbie -
of proforred grasses srv gruisd te the setl surface. o IR
There 15 8o ovidamce of termiasl buds and 01-100% of

aveilable lesder growch am the kay Browss plasts has

boen remsred, Soms, and oftem much, of the 'nd and

Srd yoar's grovih of the brevss plamts has been wtil-
bsed. Hedging I8 resdily sppareat, and the brewes
plamts are sere freguentiy bretes.

/1 - -y 7
TOTAL [ g0 , 7

Lfx P =
Average Utilization = IZf * R O

REMARKS (Use back of sheet)
* Where f = the frequency or number of observations within each class interval (f columm),

X = the class interval midpoint (x column), and I = the summation symbol.
NV 4400-12 (January 1982)
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Winnemucca District Office
5100 E. Winnemucca Blvd.
Winnemucca, Nevada 89445

In Reply Refer To:
(NV-024.14)

July 9, 1996

Memorandum
To: Paiute Meadows Monitoring File
From: Mandy McCutcheon, RMS

Subject: Utilization Studies

On May 7, 8, and 28, 1996, Ron Hall and I rode several areas of the Paiute Meadows
Allotment to assess the amount of wild horse utilization from the 1995 winter. The course of
the rides, wild horses observed, and utilization are plotted on the map.

Utilization on last years vegetative growth, could not be determined for the most part since
we could not get out into the area until May due to scheduling conflicts and the spring runoff

and precipitation.

May 7. 1996

Ron Hall and I rode up Sheep Creek, then went south across the uplands to an un-named
canyon just north of Indian Creek, where we observed a small band of three horses.

Utilization found throughout this area on the current years growth was considered to be slight
(less than 20%) on bluebunch wheatgrass (AGSP), Sandberg’s bluegrass (POSE), Thurber’s
needlegrass (STTH2), and bottlebrush squirreltail (SIHY).

May 8. 1996

On May 8th, Ron and I rode from Bartlett Creek south towards Rough Canyon to look at the
stringer meadows within the area and determine whether or not there had been any horse use

north of Rough Canyon.

Observations showed a little horse use north of the road to Rough Canyon. Utilization within
this area was slight with less than 10% use.




May 28. 1996

Sandy Brown, Ron Hall, and I rode from the Paiute Meadows Ranch, to the Paiute Seeding,
then returned through Deer Creek to Paiute Creek. Utilization in the seeding was slight on
the crested wheatgrass with less than 10% use, no use was observed in the Deer Creek

Canyon.

There was only one small band of horses and one lone stud observed in the Paiute Seeding.
There were 10 adults and 3 foals in the band.

Utilization within the South Paiute and North Paiute Use Areas at this time was at an
acceptable level which should allow for the meeting of the short term utilization objectives.

e,
2. e _



. Py

_ b
into— /—R—
{ot-Springs

LA \\_/_/

~—

- <C‘reek'—~ ~S—n I

Ve

o

&

P
A

Lthrure 4
j O S )

by
Hib Pir)&l-inc

-t

/.
I

Other Pr?Vd‘lt Imw/
Allotmey 4 ﬁounc{mﬂ/

F&H&g

5f°7“j

SP'}“S Devﬁ/o,- Mdu‘l' w.““ ! T"O‘djl\

nDuJL

Reg_eruior

Win CI-M;///L’UC/I/

e U S L &
e s
E400Ws  ALLET MEMT | ¢
Priede Inn'(A b s E Ly

7




p—
t

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Winnemucca District Office
5100 E. Winnemucca Blvd.
Winnemucca, Nevada 89445

In Reply Refer To:
(NV-024.14)

April 25, 1997

Memorandum
To: Paiute Meadows Monitoring File
From: Mandy McCutcheon, RMS

Subject: Utilization Studies

On April 2 & 3, 1997, Ron Hall and I visited several areas of the Paiute Meadows Allotment to
assess the amount of wild horse utilization from the 1996 winter. Forage species identified,
utilization levels, and sample locations are plotted on the Use Pattern Map and the Stop

Summary.

On April 2, Ron and I monitored south of the Paiute Meadows Ranch, in the lower elevations
of the Paiute Meadows Allotment. There were three stops made within the southern use area.
The first spot we visited was the key area that was monitored during the South Paiute Use Area
closure. We also visited the southern most windmill of the Paiute Meadows Allotment. The
windmill blades, casing, pump, and sucker rod were laying on the ground. The trough was in
good condition, but there was no project marker.

Utilization in this area was slight (<10%), on ORHY, SIHY, EULA, ATCO, ARSP, and GRSP.
The horse sign found within this area was very old, with the exception of a pair of fresh tracks
from a mare and foal that went down the road towards the windmill. Livestock use in this area
was almost nonexistent, due to the fact that the cattle are removed in October and are still in the
upper elevations of the South Paiute Use Area.

No horses were observed within low elevations of the South Paiute Use Area. Due to the recent
gather the population on the southern end of the allotment has been decreased.

On April 3, Ron and I visited the flat between the Battle Creek Ranch and the Paiute Meadows
Ranch. We drove out towards Pinto Mountain and the hot springs. The flat was very dry for
this time of the year, the only standing water on the flat was right at the Battle Creek channel

itself.




We also visited the meadow areas between Rough Canyon and Bartlett Creek. There was no
observed use on the uplands or the meadows.

Utilization on last year's growth was undeterminable in the lower elevations of the North Paiute
Use Area since the key species within the area was Sandberg's bluegrass (POSE) and budsage

(ARSP).

Utilization within the South Paiute and North Paiute Use Areas at this time was very slight which
should allow for the meeting of the short term utilization objectives.




: UPM STOP SUMMARY
ALLOTMENT: YA, ., &, Mauos OBSERVERt |\ 1) MO, cbnhennPATEY 4/2/97 / /7Z/ 3/9 {

IR | VUSE | 8 USE | STUDIES i =4
| # | KEY SPP. | KEY | OVERALL | TYPE/READ Y/N | GENERAL OBSERVATIONS !
C}H ' | SsPP. | | FORMS ATTACHED | !
W Torhy 1,807 Tolght | I~ how |
H’z (O Uy 7300 Slght | Dewdag, | S - 0l ,
' A Wt I
B ¢ dﬁ%ﬁ;}“ el
Lo ! ! | | |
3 ! | | | o, Prsp, Grsp Save,
Tl ! : | fP Ephadig E
o | | | &i'b Rh g !
P! ! ! l et ol TRt :
B Drrg W00 Lo oosford [Wind |
Lo Eu&?. : VS S |- C0aund 34 ) «,,u |
B e A | G, Hough 0K |
gl it e :w«w»»mw |
| ! | | ! !
f . | | ! lmc@ AvsP . sa, 7@0 |
ey ! ! | - ps - i |
‘W&u Ak £ J
I | : : : | i
® iDrhg 0L o Ol prusecl, :’%62 0400, trrsto, Gy
B - | Lne ! 7/“4‘0 !
e e ! |
i ”%‘*‘3 z | | 5 N
P el | 1 V0 horsty Dbspuued!
1 R e B s_ s
N b7 ) i | -
57 { Qe Inou ! Mo S nad | Hlacks C&%u 8 %waﬂdg
A | uAL | fnks LWL, ;
i) o ’ : F A0 L vy OU{,(% oe- s {'"«WU’;
g i | | Lo Yot §eowld douos
o | - Bt Bwk thaadR
il B | l | _ :@(}L@mn |
: @ i | i Dot Packe <L ood
Rt e . | Leo0tLens ;
LA R ! ! ! : !
el ! ! | ! :
4 RSN ERR s |
¥ Bl AN U | |
l ' l ’ . NV-024-4400-12 9/30/92 LAH




PRIVATE LAND
OTHER PRIVATE LAND

ALLOTMENT BOUNDARY

FENCE

PIPELINE

SPRING

SPRING DEVELOPMENT WITH TROUG!
TROUGH

RESERVOIR

WINDMILL/WELL

SEEDING

P — —— A — — ‘Y'
.

:10C ‘
USE PATTERN MAP KEY SKE

0 me
ALLOTHENT  “Paiuts Mdws €8
. PASTURE dEQZEIulxh:_Lléu.J§13M1
DATE MAPPED glala-z

ACTUAL USE

ossERVER M CCudnkson, Halk,

NO USE

SLIGHT 1
LIGHT 21
MODERATE 41

\ ﬁ HEAVY 61
A SEVERE 81
, TRANSECT LOCATIONS %

. PHOTO POINTS

” OTHER_OBSERVATIONS:

oozt
1

1

(]
P W W N N

]
—




, | ; l—-k« w“\?&l 4Nl

. e R AR
USE PATTERN

i

i

" ALLOTMENT Eﬂillh Mdm!S
PASTURE N. Paiute L&s&pﬂl.ﬂﬂh
DATE MAPPED y’;3IQ'1

- ACTUAL USE

\
,  OBSERVER B Oon S detor  Ho U

MODERATE 41
HEAVY 7
SEVERE 81

|/ TRANSECT LOCATIONS %
/' PHOTO POINTS

OTHER OBSERVATIONS:




. ALLOTMENT ’Tj

bl

|

N

| PASTURE

" DATE MAPPED
" ACTUAL USB

| PHOTO POINTS
QTHER OBSERVA

. OBSERVER

LEH

I




