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‘Memorand DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR “ :
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Susanville, California 4700 (CA-020)

To - i inager, Winnemucca,

FrROM : District Manager, Susanville

SuBJECT: Report on horses received at the Litchfield Facility
from Winnemucca District, Nevada 7/07/86 - 7/21/86

Enclosed is a report by Jerry Bonham, Litchfield Wild Horse & Burro Corral

Manager, about horses received from the Winnemucca District, Nevada from

7/07/86 to 7/21/86. Also enclosed is a report from the Lassen Veterinary

Hospital about treatment of sore-footed foals and a copy of our Receiving Log.
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Attachments (3)

(1): Report - Horses Received at Litchfield Facility
From Winnemucca District

(2): Report from Lassen Veterinary Hospital

(3): Wild Horse Receiving Log

cc: Milt Frei r

Fred Wyatt
Connie Kingst
Dawn Lappin -
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REPORT

HORSES RECEIVED AT LITCHFIELD WILD HORSE & BURRO FACILITY
July 7, 1986 to July 21, 1986
FROM
WINNEMUCCA DISTRICT, NEVADA

On July 7, 1986 1 started receiving horses gathered from the Buffalo Hills

area of the Winnemucca District. The horses arriving had ample room on the
trucks and were in good shape health-wise.

On the 9th there was one colt down on the truck that was very sore—-footed.. As

the loads during the next few days arrived from Buffalo Hills, I noticed a few
more colts with sore feet. In all, a dozen of them were pretty bad.

As we ran these horses through the chute to give them their initial strangles
vaccination, we would give the worst of sore—footed colts 1l0Occ of penicillin
and then turn them out with the rest of the wet mares and colts into a big
pen, as we did not know which mare went with which colt yet.

From July 7 to July 15 I received 348 horses ‘total from the Buffalo Hills

area. Most all of the grown horses were in good shape except for one old stud
that was really banged up and stiff.

Out of these Buffalo Hills colts three were found dead in the field within a
couple of days of arrival and two more were euthanized because of their
condition which was extremely bad feet and weak.

On July 17 I started receiving horses from the Donnelly Mountain (Calico
Mountain) area of the Winnemucca District. From 7/17/86 to 7/21/86 1 received
214 horses from the Donnelly Mountain area.

The grown horses were arriving in good shape; however, about 2/3 of the colts
were sore-footed.

On the 18th there was a dead mare on the truck; however, it was not due to
overcrowding. There was no definite known caduse., On the 2lst..there was a
dead colt on the truck which I was told: had been kicked at the trap before
loading him. There wasn't any outward visible injuries. One mare was found
dead in the pen the next morning from this same load. There wasn't any
outward sign of injuries. On the 23rd one colt from the Donnelly Mountain
area was found dead in the pen. It had real bad feet. "X

On July 24th I had the vet come out to treat the worst of these sore-footed
colts. (See attached report.)

On about July 22 I called the sore-footed problem to thé attention of Dick
Wheeler of the Winnemucca District. Symptoms sometimes did not show until a

day or two after arrival, so it took some time to see the total scope of the
problem.




}n summary, from July 7, 1986 through July 21, 1986, 562 horses from the
Winnemucca District were received at the Litchfield Facility. Also, 1in
addition to these, there was one adult and one foal dead on the truck on
arrival.

Of the 562 horses received, the following losses have occurred as of July 28,
1986: '

1 adult died

5 foals died

3 foals were euthanized
9 in total

We are continuing treatment on the sore-footed colts.
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. THOMAS E. PYLE, D.V.M.

LASSEN VETERINARY HOSPITAL

. i J THEATRE ROAD RS
P.O. BOX 564
SUSANVILLE, CALIFORNIA 96130
BUS. (916) 257-6311
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R¥PORT QN BLM SGR=FCCTMED FCALS

Called out on July 24th, 1986 to the BIM Wild IHorse Jorrals
at Litchfield to check on sore-footed fonls. Txamined the eight
worst (lamest)--three from Puffalo Hille, Wevadn, feur from falico
Mountain, Nevada, -nd one from Fox Mountain, 7nlifornina.

The first Tuffalo 1113 fonls hnoves were sevar~ting from his
feet at the coronary hund, =nd seeping bdlood and nus, Pe =21s0 had
A purulent nasal discharze, and wns s0 nainful he erould hardly
stand. This fosl wns euth-nized with 751, ‘

The second. fuffslo Hills fo2] died from the ntress nf handline,

The remaining six fo=ls h=d neoves worn down to the cuick,
swollen ankles, (cne to three), 'nd were hleedinz from the sole,
white line, 2nd/or the corenary herds,  Severnsl hod serti ons of
hoof wall senarsting frem the foot at the noron~ry band oy 5 Lhe
white line,

Treatment consisted of renicillin inientions (777), omnening ~na

cleaning mus nockets, »nd nitrefursrone spray. Y¥romneczis for fo-ls
with separoting hoaves 1o ru~rdeq,
ASGTSENMENT:  "heme lesions “re consiatent with a 61 2sis of

“having been run tor hard for too lens’ over rousk +‘”““lh 1n dry

hot we=ather,

RECOGHMHDADTONS .

Treatment---Zoak heoves in cool wetepr +o softgn'hoo wolls =nd
ease inflomstion. (If no water is =v=il-ble, mud will da),
Penicillin 2nd Nitrofurszone to ~ontrol infaction,

Prevention---"he bnest nrevention would be‘ﬁv cﬂ,uor foz2ls l-ter
in the yor when the weather is webtter ond the fcols =rc older,
If necess:ry to drive younr foals leng distences. in dry hct westher,
they should be driven slowly, ~nd pennsd in o welt or muddy area

&g soon #% nessible, ) ?;)
# &
Jigned, ..\ y / , \ Jona Jord-n DVM
[ VPR Yo |
£ *
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DONALD E. LEWIS, D.V.M.
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To : - District Manager, Winnemucca , Date: AUG 22 1986
FROM : District Manager, Susanvillé”

SUBJECT : Sore-Footed Foals

This is a follow-up to the earlier reports transmitted to you by memo dated
8/01/86.

I have enclosed a letter from the Lassen County Sheriff which summarizes the
results of his staff's investigation of the sore-footed foal situation. The
investigation was prompted by two anonymous phone calls to the Sheriff's
Office complaining about the condition of the colts.

We are following up on determination No. 2 and recommendation No. 1 which
pertain to the management of the animals at the Litchfield facility.

I understand you have taken steps to prevent reoccurrence.

I'm pleased we can be of assistance in processing your excess animals.

Enclosure
Sheriff's letter 8/18/86

cc: State Director, CA
State Director; NV
* Ronald Jarrell
Dawn Lappin

DSC-1541-2
Mar, 1974




SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT LASSEN COUNTY, CALIFORNIA

Ronald D. Jarrell

SHERIFF

COURTHOUSE, SUSANVILLE, CALIFORNIA 96130-4393  TELEPHONE: 916-257-6121

August 18, 1986

Rex Clearey

Bureau of Land Management
705 Hall Street
Susanville., CA 96130

Dear Rex:

In reference to the investigation conducted by my staff
concerning sore footed foals at the BLM Corrals, we have
made the following determinations:

1. The seriously effected animals came primarily.
from gatherings outside your district, and accomplished by
an independent contractor.

2. There was some delay in treatment of the animals
by a veterinarian affer arrival at the corrals, in spite of
a veterinarian's presence each day. (It's our determination

that this probably occurred as a result of deligent effort

by your staff to address other medical concerns such as blood
tests, strangles vaccinations, etc., which diverted attention
from existing.medical problems.) oo

3. Method of gathering is the primary cause of the
"sore footed" problem and prevention techniques should
be applied durlng gathering in order to maintain mlnlmﬁm

incidents.

Our recommendations are as follows:

1. Protocol should be established for new arrivals
to receive inspections to include specific attention "for
potential medical problems associated with sore feet. This
would facilitate not only prompt treatment but also notification
and implementation of corrective procedures at gathering sites.




- P

(It should be noted that the medical treatment rendered by
your staff was certainly acceptable when the problem was
discovered.)

2. Consistent with the language in your contractural
agreements, gatherers, especially independent contractors
should be required to gather in such manner and over only
distances and terrain that will prevent the occurrence of
the problems. I feel the conduct such as Mr. Gene Nunn's
decision to terminate the gathering when it was discovered
that some animals had developed sore feet as a result of
having to be caught twice from a spilled trap, is responsible
conduct and should be encouraged.

I also feel that the accountability for humane gathering
lies principally with the Project Inspector and each of them
should be aware of the consequences of less that diligent
monitoring of independent contractors, who may be motivated
by production placing at risk the medical well being of
the animals.

I am aware of the efforts in the Winnemucca district
to increase the mobility of the Project Inspector which
should facilitate closer scrutiny of the contractors in
that area. This is indicative of the attitudes we have
found prevalent inthe BLM staff to concientiously protect
the animals from unnecessary harm.

I compliment you and your staff for their total cooper-
ation and assistance during the investigation. It is our
sincere desire to assist you in the maintenance of a humane
program for which you have the responsibility.

If T may be of further assistance, please feel free to

contact me.
) ctfu%zyi,
onald D. Jarrell/

Sheriff - Corone

RJ/md
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702 62 3 - 3676

WILD HORSE RECEIVING LOG
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