
IN REPLY REFEJl TO 

United States Department of the Interior 4700 
(N-931.3) 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 

Nevada State Office 
300 Booth Street 

P.O. Box 12000 
Reno, Nevada 89520 

Wild Horse Organized Assistance 
P.O. Box 555 
Reno, Nevada 89505 

Gentlemen: 

JAN 2 7 1981 

The Bureau of Land Management proposes to gather excess wild rorses 
arrl burros from public lands in Nevada no sooner than 28 days fran the 
date of this letter. '!he proposed gatherings will te oorrlucted in the 
Winnemucca District in .the area shown on the attached rncp arrl as 
described telow: 

Area Name 

Lava Beds/ 
Seven Troughs 

Enclosure 
Map 

cc: 
N-020 w/rnap 
N-030 w/rnap 

Environmental Reason for 
Analysis Reoord Gathering 

Number 

NV-020-0-38 Reduce over 
utilization of 
the forage 

Nurrber Approx irnate 
to be Nlll11Cer to 
Rerroved Remain 

864 413 
rorses rorses 

14 115 
burros 
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Rohrt J. Neary, Acting Diltrict Manager 
Bureau of Land Management 
Dllpart•nt of the Interior 
705 l1at Fourth Street 
Winneaucca, Nevada 89445 

Dear Mr. Neary: 

14 proaiaed in converaationa with Mr. BraddHinea and Mr. Roger 
Bryant pertaining to the Sonoma-Gerlach/ Lava Bed1•Seftn Trough• twenty
eight day notification; prevtoua comenta on Bonoma-Gerlach attached. Pl•••• forgive the bad copiea •• they have been made off• carbon, typo 
error• and all. 

Although Wll>AI received the formal 28 day notice of hor1e removal 
from Lava Beda/Seven Trough• area•• have revi ... d no capture plan, 
no IA of the Seven Tl'ough1, and no copiea of the 11nementa •• diacuaaed 
in the ••ting of June 1980, i.e. the pel'mittee1. 

We object atrongly for the addition of Seffn Trough• for whic~ ve 
have hid no opportunity to c01111Nnt or review. We olwioualy would be 
remi•• in our re1pon1ibility if ve allowed the Bureau to capture 
antmala without that review of capture plana, boundarie1, apeciff.c area 
reduction•, and continaency plana. We will tab thia opportunity tq 
provide aome coaaenta that perhpaa will generate aoaa re1ponae at the 
February 18th meeting in Reno. 

l. Mar•• are extre•ly heavy with •oal a, waa evidenced by the 
alippaae and abortion in the pnytoua 1athffing juat coapleted, 
the Clan-Alpine. · 

2. The animala are generally in pool' condition coaing fr011 alleaed 
depleted reaource and winter. 

3. No exact ••pture boundariea are lmown to ua; no aaaurance• •d• that 
will dictate who will dete~ine what bor••• to be n110ved and f~ 
where. The Di1trict admit• that la~aely anillll1 will be removed at 
the deacretion of the capture crew, none of which ha• beu ftained 
in population dynaaica or the maua-nt of wild lifea. 



Paa• two 
Lave Bed1-Seven Trough• 

4. No ••1ea1ment of impact on the ' sewn Troush■ population■ and no 
data 1ub1tantiatiag the migration of eniul• from Lava Bed~ 
SevaaaTroughe. 

No eubtantiation that rnoval from• waet■tive atandpoint i1 
nece91ary in the Seven Troughs with the exception of the q~ta 
detal'lllined in the X.:.■ Bede. 1 

. j 

No wl'itten aaaurance1 referred to in the June 1980 meeting with 
cattle and ahHp repre1entative1 that •lrffmente ha•• been 
aigned atatlng there will be no incre••• in live■tock or t~at · 
wild hor•• would ah.ere in a proportionate increaee in foi'aae 
if the re,ouree re■ ponded. . 1 

Nor••• it known to ua at the ti• of the June 1980 meetin, 
that C-,Unch had tiled litigation •••king complete removal 
of horeea lfom hla ptivate lande a, "6lltla1 thoae he le•••~ 
from Southel'n Pacific. Hence hi• 84~ reduction ie underat■ndably 
an attempt t.o prejudice support for ewn more •moval off · tho•• -
■joining public landa. 1 

If the Diatrict. a, 1tated recently, tante to MIMII• the re1o~rce 101•11 
for f.te own good, •nd not•• the court dict•te1; then thb pl'OpoHl iantra
dtcte that atatement. The 1pproximate number of wild bor1ea to nmein 
ta• pit1nce in co-,.ri•on to the coatinu4d Nian of liveatock and the f•ct 
tlult the Dlatrict reconmendatlon la for complete N1110Val from their hiatorlcal 
habitat in other areaa of the unit. 1 

We ere hopeful the Diltrict will revlw the Lava Bed-Seven Trough• 
p-ropo1•l and that eo• eetllfactory re1olution can be brought forth; bowewr, 
altbouah ve are notified••• 1r0urte1y on the 28 day notice, we feel no 
obligation to adhere to that ti• frame. lt b our contention the Bureau 
will viol•t• PL 92•195, regulation• and policy, i.e., lnat. Memo 81-145·, 
aocloeure 1-1 (c), (d), (e). l 

Dnn Y. Lappin 
Director 

DYL/rl 

C6t Board of Tru1te•• 
Roae Strickland-Sterr• Club 
c~ais Downer-AP? 
Denni, WhlteeAMrican Uuune Aaeociatlon 
Mr. Spang. State Di.Ncto~-BLM 
Mr. Milt Frei-State Wild ~orn Speciali•t 


