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Friday 
Fair, variable winds 
lows 55-60 tonight 
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Wild horse group raps BLM officials; 
By BRIAN MCKENZIE 
Appea l Correspondent 

AUSTIN - Word has spread of 
the shooting of 41 wild horses in a 
remo te area north of Austin to both 
presidential campaign cam~ . 

Southern Nevada Humane Society 
Director Dart Anthony has asked 
representatives of both presidential 
nominees to look at the current 
handling of wild horses in Nevada . 

The Nevada Appeal spoke . this 
morning with a representative of 
Republican George Bush's cam­
paign staff about · the wild horse 

News of mustang deatlhs ,sent to campaigns 
shootings . 

The staff member , who spoke only 
on the condition of anonymity , said 
"at this point unless there is more 
national news coverage of the shoot­
ings and the total wild horse issue 
there would be no official stance or 
commen t." -

No one a t Democratic campaign 
headquarters could be rea ~hed for 
comment on the issue . · · 
. The shootings also have come 

under fire from a nat ional group , 
the Wild Horse Organized Assist­
ance . 

On Thursday the group 's director , 
Dawn Lappin, charged that Bureau 
of Land Management investigators 
were slow to begin their investiga -
tion into reports of the horses ' 
deaths . 

Lappin also criticized " apparent 
confusion over the correct numbers 
of horses killed ." 

The remains of 13 wild horses 
were first reported to the BLM Aug. 

by a Battle Mountain helicopter 
Pjlot who was flying in the area . It 
WiiS three weeks before BLM law 
enforcement officers flew to the 
sit e. 

)3LM field personnel from • the 
Battle Mountain District office con­
ducted several air and ground 
searches between Aug. 6-17 and 

overed a total of 33 dead horses. 

Eight more carcasses were dis­
covered during the next several 
days . 

On Wednesday BLM Public Af­
fairs Chief Bob Stewart 'reported a 
total of 44 horses had died but on­
site field personnel confirmed only 
41 carcasses had been found. 

BLM wild horse and burro spe­
cialist Rodger Bryan said • he drove 
to the location the next- day but 
could not locate any of the carcass -

es . , 
On Aug. 8, Bryan said he fie, 

over the area and located three Of 
the carcasses . On a subseque nJ 
flyover of the area on Aug. 1'l ,ht 
found the. remains of an additi? a, 
17 horses . 1 _ 

The carcasses of 13 wild ho~ e: 
were first discovered by a heli~op 
ter pilot flying over the remotJ 
area , about 25 miles north of Austi! 
onAug . 4. · 

The pilot reported his find to BU 
officials in Battle Mountain who i 
turn unsuccessfully tried to conta< 

(See HORSES, Page A-8) , 


