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IN REPLY REFER TO 

United States Department of the Interior 
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 

705 East Fourth Street 
Winnemucca, Nevada 89445 

July 9, 1979 

Wild Horse Organized Assistance 
Dawn Lappin 
P.O. Box 555 
Reno, NV 89504 

Dear Ms. Lappin: 

The wild horse and burro number.shave reached extreme levels in 
the Winnemucca District. In response to this situation we have 
proposed two gathering plans for the Sonoma-Gerlach Resource Area: 

1. Buffalo Hills Range - located approximately 100 miles due 
west of Winnemucca, Nevada. 

2. Humboldt and West Humboldt Ranges - located approximately 30 
miles southwest of Winnemucca, Nevada. 

All of the available forage on the public lands in these two 
mountain ranges was adjudicated in the mid -6 0's for use in cattle 
operations and for wildlife. No AUM's were adjudicated for wild 
horses or burros. Because of t his situation cou pled with the 
increasing horse numbers, significant range damage is occurri ng 
in both ranges. Tis condition was exemplified during the 1977-
1978 winter when approximately 300 wild horses ctied of starvation 
ah~ strese in the Buffalo Hills Range. Perenn~al grasses are 
being grazed close to 100% ye arl y, and sagebrush and hopsage 

4700 
(N-027.8) 

plants are being pawed out by horses in search of the protected 
grasses in these shrub understories. This is causin g a significant 
decrease in the percentage of ground cover and is contributing 
to increased soil erosion problems, plus increased wildlife and 
livestock competition for forage. 

We propose to reduce the total number of horses in the Buffalo 
Hills Range to an interim management level of 100 animals, and to 
remove all of the horses from the Humboldt Range. This will 
involve rennving app roximate] y 500 horses from t he Buffalo llills 
Range and approximately 900 horses fro :r, the Humboldts. ,\ d, L,,i: ~d 

inventory will be conducted prior to each roundup to deter mcne t he 
exact number of animals t o be re~oved . 

Save Energy and You Serve A mericn .1 
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Both roundups have been tentatively scheduled to begin this 
summer or fall, depending on the availability of funds, and 
will continue until all of the horses are gathered, 

It is not anticipated that any harassment to the wildlife 
populations in either area will occur during the tra pping 
operations. 

In accordanc e wi th Section 14 of the Public Rangeland's 
Improv ement Ac t of 1978 (P .L. 95-5 14) , we invite your comments 
conc ern i ng the prop os ed gather i ngs . 

If you require any further infonnation please contact Brad 
Hines or Rodger Bryan at this office. 

If you care to comment on the proposed action please do so by 
July 31, 1979. 

Sincerel y yours 

District 
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"!:~e f.1-::-st concern relates to pe!:llitt~es ~nd their consu lt~r.ts r.ot hei!ie involved 
,~::!rly on l:i t!':e :illotcent evaluation r,nxess. 

"f:.e Etrreeu'.ipos-ition is to seek close ccnsultaticm, ccordirution, art. coop
eratinn with all l~erest. gr0t!pS involved in and afft.-cted by puhlic land 
11u1nagcl'l.-ent issues. , As you know1 frot; yc-ur i nvolve?!'.ent in cooperative 1~n i
torir.~ r-fforts on your clients' ,.1l1ot1-"00nt:st you often cor:it:ct monitoring 
e-fforts jointly with BI:{ perscnr:.,el from. the :)istrkt Offkc, :mcl have provided 
t ~-~ f:1ireat1 ui th da ta in ~ver~J cases. 

fuHoliir.g this ,fata ccl1cction i.;e condoct evaluations tc ,-!et('li.':line if exi~ting 
~a~ng.ot"ent is i"lf:'!~t.ir:g t!~c ~lltJple us.~ ol) ;ecti ves established }:y t!~e Lar:-<l CJ~ 
P'!.:m for :1:, ;111.otment, or if: not, '1.ofolt d.nng~s in ~1ar.agemcnt n,, reQuired. 

i"'e ev:lIHatfo!l a,!cresses only those reultip1e use 'lbjectives t hat are affect~ 
by iivestr-ck g-rm:iI?g on public lands. This re~ires .a I'!Ult1•discip1ir.ary 
::-evk~ of both t.he objectives aml the dat.:i. One staze m.ay occur ~fore 
ar;ct.her, !-u1: ~ a.!istired I am reQUiring l:lf'propriate coo rdinatfon 1~eforc am~ 
.?ct!nn is taken. The ~rnittec Hill re h~a.vily involve«➔ i~ this process. 

Your secor:d concern ,e!atc<l to the I?urelil! sut.~ittir:~ t~ evalu.at:ions tc 
" •• cutsifn ent1 ties, specifically the Nftva.<la tepar-tmt-nt cf 1-)'tldlife ••• (\/hen) 
perrnit t~s still !-:ave not l"-r.:t>n a.llcwed :.u':y pa rticipatiC'n .in the ev:iluation 
p-rocess -..:hatsoover." 

i\s i:~isn;sse<l above, these allot?:"ient cv:.l1u1tions rel.ate to attainnent of 
r-:ul.tiplc use objecti v-es t hat nay be infHlctec! hy Ji vestoc k gr~zing ,m pul:;1 ic 
lsn~s . P:rior to a conclusion 0:-1 wi Ml He objectives , consu1tatfo~ with the 
Nev~.tt1<1 r.cportJ~:e:r,_t nf Vi11H.ife on d,1ta relftf,:mt to t te cvaln..itit:m .as well as 
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; 1r. !'ob Sc:1-..rei.gert 
!nt{n~1mtain R.:u-:v.<>. Consul t.snts 
Post Office -ao.x 103.3 
~~i~J1Cr.t..l.CC:!, NV 3g,.:.,t5 
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Pevicw of yGtrr lctte~ dat~d , .Iune 27, 11:11.m> concerning frc .-1llt>tr.:1er.t evaluation 
:-rocess 1.:n!e14-ay i.n the t'lir.r.eou cca .District ir.d:ic~tes yot! J·.av~: t'\.,.'f) conccrP..s. 

'..~e f.l:rst concern relates t:o penaitt~<!S ~n<l t heir co nsult.ar..ts r:ot hei!lg involved 
,".'::.uly on b t!:ie ;illotcent evalt..!ation precess . 

7:)c Tiur-eau' S position is to seek close ccnsultatior., ccon.H:riatlon, a~d coop
eratinn ~ith all ~pterest grocps involved in a."ld affKted by publi c land 
maP.agcment issues. , As you :mow, froir. your involvement in cc-0rc:rative iooni
t(")rir.g ("ffor ts on your clients' ,tllotrent::s. you often cor:{.··h:ct monito ri ng 
e-fforts joJntly with BI:,t perscrmel ~rom the ;)istrkt Offkt.~ , imc !;a,\,~ provide<! 
t ~:e ?tff~_,1u with data in several cases. 

?ol I.owing this ,~at~ col lectic-n ve condnct -evaluations tc det~ 1"":":line if exi~ting 
~a::agc~nt is i'>l~~ti:r.g t! ~e :"'!ultJµle use Ql-,jectives estn.bl.is! :ed 1-,y t!1e I.arid Use 
i-'!zm for :,:, a11ot.:r.ent, or if not , \,hnt chang ,r,s in r.1a.-m.gemcnt :u-r:~ reGt.tired . 

The .~va.1naticn addre sses only those eultip'le use objective!:. t hat are affected 
by livest eek gr-ating on public lands. This re~ires a rttultj -<lisciplir..ary 
:-<'!Vi >?w of bot~ t!i.e object i Ve$ and tne data . One staze r.;ay occur hefcre 
a~ct.h!r, ! it ~~ a5sttred I am requiring ~rpropriate coor tlir-.a.ticn l~cfcrc anr 
acti.nr1 is ta !;en . T11e pernittec ui!l be I'.'-'avily invo1vet1 fo tbs process . 

Your- Sf!Cor:d concern related to the l?ure~c sut~i ttir :g the evri.lu.ations tc 
., Cl 1t"'1·,.1.,. entit1· ... Cl sn~{r1·,..~,,y th""' ~1e""'r1!0 r-- .... t·-nt r,f l~i .. ,·! "!;Ce (••r'1 ...... ) • • •:.o.~ \J ,.-; .-r.-. 4...-, J-'V'--.i- ..., "-~'-l. ..t,..t . 11ir:t:o Pr ' Y C5.~.;.;z "-''"~y...-..a.. -~" \...• ~ , 1 ,..o.i. J..L • • • ~ · '-' ,I J. 

pernittr:-es still !':ave ;wt C't'!f.'n n.11cwed ;u~y participa ticm 1n the evalua tion 
~ro cess ~-th.atsoever •11 

;\s 1:
1isc.'l.;sse<l aoove , these allot::-:ent evaluations rel.ate t o at taj m-ient of 

~tJltiple use cbjectiv-es that vra.y t:,,e ir.tpacted by livestock gr .12:ing on public 
fant.!s. Prior to a conclusicn cr1 wild lHc cbjec ti ves, ccnsuJtati,)r.. with the 
Nev::-1<~t1 'Cer,ort r.lent nf tHMl:ifc on data rel fi%ant to the cvaa ,3t1cn as ,-:ell as 
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the Department's specific population data is reGt,tired. Be assured that there 
is no intent to circt1Dvent or preclude the timely involvement of the livestock 
permittee in the allotment evaluation process. 

With t"lis understanding hopefully you will reconsider your advisement of 
clients to not share monitoring data with the Winnemucca District Office. 
Mutual cooperation is surely in the best interests of your clients and our 
shared commitment to sound lam management decisions. 

cc: District Manager, Winnemucca 
Nevada Garvey Ranches 
Circle A Ranches 
EK Rancl1es 
Bob Thomas 
DeLong Ranches, Inc. 
Barnen Cattle Co. 
Roy Shurt: 

! BHi nes /DGo i coechea: V?•!c 
!08/10/1988 
!ERADlC 

Sincerely, 

F.rlward F. Spang 
State Di~tor, Nevada 

·1 -~ • • 



l fr. Bob Sd'!Weigert 
Interrnountain Range Consultants 
Post Office Box 1033 
Hi nr.emucca, ?N 89445 

Hr. Roy Shurt: 
Post Office Box 1434 
Elk o, NV 89801 

DeLong P.ar:ches, Inc. 
Post Office Box 10S8 
Winnemucca, NV 8944S 

Barnen r.attle Co. 
c/o Mr. Bill Hall 
Post Office Box 12 
Paradise Valley, NV 89426 

Mr. Bob Thomas 
Post Office Box 6 
Paradise Valley, NV 894.26 

Nevada Garvey Ranches 
Post Office Box N 
t'!innemucca, NV 89445 

Circle A Ranches 
c/o ~tr. James Bonavia 
130 N. H. Greem.,"OO<l 
Bend, OR 97701 

EK Ranches 
Star Route - Box 3 
Orovada, tN 89452 
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:·:e :~.-1~ .. -e 9re"=1ic1.:S2-·/ :=7-.3. :.e•:::::. c1.1r ,-,...r:c~r"'"'s ~ega=c:l.ing c..1-.e c!1s;oi:-:.; 3.l2.ot...-rer-1t e~1al
· ~2:-· ,-r,s te.:.r:g :::::-_-~:·~~~=:: ::y -:-_~e 3u.r~ctu of ~d :L~a. ,;-e~r1t. ~{;, ~~e~l2Cu.. These 
.:2:-:.c2~-:1s i:--.. c::.·_:C.:~=-..: ~:--.e :1c:: ::~:a.t ::e:.~:.-i:.-:es .~_cl t~.e:.:- c·::r.st1-=..~.2 . ..r1ts ~e not being 
·:__-:c.!:....:.Ced i:1 1...•-2 ~·.-~ 1 ·..:.z:.- ~--.., :=::-cc2s3 2.2.:-:1...t/ :.:1. t.:·-.e ?.::cc.2:e :~ (~, r-. .r.Jr -:o t.:.i-:e e~<"t.en.~ 
· .-jic!l. :-,.,.ict.:2:. '..:12 :cs:. .::..:~·,;::..::..J.-;eci_:s -:c ~~-.e ~ur~~c. 1

.; ::::-~c2..53. 

~ .e f'~a,;"-e :-'3::e.J.t2•i2..·: :::-?·~,...:.es~2C: e~ 1~! ccn.sl.:l:.:i. 1:.iJ~n .:.:1 :.t-:2 e·.·a!.1..!adc~ ;_Jroe2ss :i.:-1 t.l-:e 
s2\~ra.l.. 2.llo t.i.-rer1 ::.3 1:n -,.~Tti.c::-1. I:1 te~un t.3.i:i.. is ccr.C.:..:c~.-.:.. . .-:.s :2"".s;e xr ii ~oring . ~·:e 
:-ia.ve ::ee n told t.."'.a.c :oEcwi. :-.g evaluation by t.1-..e lceu.l :'.'3..7.<;e ccnser1ationist, 
t.1.e =.i:3t:.::::-ict r~ ge st.a:::, 017.d, at least in i~itial e'iah:aecns, t.."1.e ~:e,1ada 
Stace Of: ice s ta:: , · .. ;e ,.-,ouli i:e allc,;ed our "ccns2 ':2.c~cn '' i:-1 t.t...e allot.'Tent 
~~a2.?sis . 

~1.s 1s, .J.s I :-.J.T~"2 s~:1:.e1_.. i:--i. ~ret,ri_ciL:S let.~2::-s, c:. c3-t•s:c:G..!. o: :.:-.e '.""':"I~ \;- -::, ~!"ccess 
':J: e'/:::.l·_::.1ti•:n, 3.:.....-. .:2 :... :. ~3 ~C•~e lcgiwl t:> s ~::..::-t. 4,.;-3_ :..~ :.._:-_e ~r_s~~l~3.t:_sh o[ r.:-:ose 
:-:er-:ni ~::.22s ,J..i.ld 

:.:.--.e ~1_0 t..'":'En t., 
::2.',ie '::-:pressed 
t:·e ::-'-"::ni,-'-cos 
at t:..'1.is L:-re . 

:::--.2.:..:.: -::::-.~2-c .. i·~es or ccncv.c:.cr:; ... 1Jr~o t--i.~1·,c t::e ::-cs t :<:.-.c.-1leG.;2 zJ:: 
r .. ci. :Jr-,:.e2e cl ~:> t~cse ~,'Jr'_o ~<.-:-.:a.•i less .~ ~~e ·,"J~ocess c:c1J.t2-~J.t:es. I 
-:17:/ c:::r .. c2~ .. s -~;.-out :...~e "i.rk tei.r. r; C2.:-/1

' ~ .. 1 :.~if~ e'tial 1...:at.i.ons ~e::ore 
ar e aEo,:ed their input, and will si:-:-pl'! r-siterilce that ccncem 

c: :'.:tr great:e!:" ccr-_ce~ 3. t t:1:!.s ti:re is irJ.:'or:m. tio~ ·.-:e b .. a-rie ctt:ai~ .. ed f::-Grn tt,.e 
~;ir-~erri:c~a Ji3~.:.- :_::~ · ':'.J :.:-:e ef:'ect ·~-~ac t1ou b.a.\B i.:-:s-:.r·..:c:.ei:i :.:-'•.-: 1~i:;t:- ic1:S ::o 
s~:.!:ill t , or ~/ClJr s ~~== i.s s ~:ni:. ti.::.g , i:o •::t: r:3.:_~::e er1 ~ t.::.es, ~-:::ec:i .:2.~:a2.ly tt--_e 
~:eT/ada Se9art..-:--e:1t o: ~-Ii~-~li::e, your Ei12.lrat:.. cns .:cl~c, ,-i::g ~=·.·=-~\".vT ':.:'J ·/oU:- staff . 
;,.,. :: th is s;oint, t..___e :=;e:::T.'i t-1:ees still ha,,-e not r:een allcv,-erl :-.I','/ ?w.r-cici~a t.::.cn in 
fr.e eval·..:aci ::m p:!'.':::cess ·.-.;r.at.sce'ier . 

-:-r-.e ~-Jir_-_ernucca 8is'::rict is c1.1rre'."ltly ir.-.ul'.t=d in ha,Ji0.g rl.,c;e co;-is , r.-ost of 
·.v·b.cm 1-:a::e net e,;en :..'.€:en en t.':e 2llot.Tents t.t-:ey are e valcat.:. :-,q , ·.-;ri'-ing evaluations 
,.,-hich are t.,.·:.-2:1 eva!:..:a. ':ed a.--:(.~ re·Iised '::>y ra.,c;e staf: ·.-:!co 21:-:cs t .::ssurec'.ly are 
m:2.•1ti.lic:r 1:1i th t.:.--..e allot.Tents , 1.-1i th !':crt..t-:er ir.put i:)~, :3t3.::e '.J::fice staff ·,;ho 
·,,oL:ld '.::,e hare - pressed to find t.",e allot.,ents, ar.d r.a.-, -J.?Fre:1tl·,- further input 
::y ~J::c,:, ','k.o ha',B u-.eir a,',-:-i :mti, ;es and ~t.isaticr.s in J.":".11 eva l 1.:.::i.tion. 
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::: is .?..~9areY;.t to us t...11at the Bureau is trec1ding t"".e sarre path it atte~t 0 d to 
.::0Cat1 afte:?::' d-.e 1978 Ran<;e Survey and data i:-,put :'::-om :-.ear-ly e',B:?::'"/Cr.e e:-cc2?': 
::-.cse ri--cst .:....::.c:-:·ate · .. ;i '."'_'1 tr.e allot:-er1t.s and D.~e gr2..2i..1'J of tr.e allot.":En::.s . 

: :: .:::.--:·r -:i.llot..-:-e,,t e•::!.2.·.1atio:- ,s h.::i.ve left t.:,e c::m.fi::es cf the Eureau .'.:or ir,~ut or 
e':2.lu2tion by outsi.c~e en ti ties , we e:<;;iect t..."1e Bureau to give li.'<:e consi 62r-2::.ion 
to ~'-:e i_:er.'l.ittees at the sa..-re t.irre . Such an approach is only fair- and equit 
?.;:i2..e t o t-_:....e r;eo:92.e rost i.:-ivolv-ed and nnst affected by b':.e evaluations . 

I:1t.e:r:rotmt.lln is ad,1-isiI1g all of our clients to 91u\ri. -.::e r:o ::ore ~nitor:_ng ':.at3 
t.0 t..:...e 3m--eau lmt..:.l suc.-i tirre as ·,;e are also alla,,;ed ir.:?ut to tl:e e'.Jalt.::.ati.cr.s 
:::-:errs eh-es. ~-:cni '.:oring iata is not ab:ays sel::-e:,::pla.natorj, and n :..':er t.."".an 
.:-.:...sk t..~e Bureau's r.J..sinteqretaticn or misapplication of c:.ata ·.-1i t..11out cs:90r-:.:..rr-:
i ::::-1 :or explana-:..:.c:i , · .. ,e belie• ;e the data is better retained mt.:...l oe ccns1..,.lta 
tion "phase" of t.':e 3.llotrent evaluations . 

I ·,-;ill appreciate ycur respcr:se . 

C,... --. 
Seo tt Billi::i.g 
~;e'Iac:a Gariey Ra.nc:-:es 
Ci::::·::le },. ~a.nc:-ies 
:::K P.and'.es 
Sob ~.orras 
~e~ong Ranc~es, ~~c . 
~ar.1en Catt~e Co . 
!:<.cy Shurtz 

--.. -


