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IN REPLY REFER TO

United States Department of the Interior (Nf(’)g?,s,

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT
705 East Fourth Street
Winnemucca, Nevada 89445

July 9, 1979

Wild Horse Organized Assistance
Dawn Lappin

P.0. Box 555

Reno, NV 89504

Dear Ms. Lappin:

The wild horse and burro numbers have reached extreme levels in
the Winnemucca District. In response to this situation we have
proposed two gathering plans for the Sonoma-Gerlach Resource Area:

1. Buffalo Hills Range - located approximately 100 miles due
west of Winnemucca, Nevada.

2. Humboldt and West Humboldt Ranges - located approximately 30
miles southwest of Winnemucca, Nevada.

All of the available forage on the public lands in these two
mountain ranges was adjudicated in the mid- 60's for use in cattle
operations and for wildlife. No AUM's Siere" adjudlcated for wild ';
horses or burros. Because of this situation coupled with the
increasing horse numbersQ 51gn1f1cant range damage is occurring

in both ranges. Th %ggiés%%ﬂ
) mate

winter when ap

O
‘ ] ange. Perennial grasses are
being grazed Close to 100/ vearlv, and sagebrush and hopsage
plants are being pawed out by horses in search of the protected
grasses in these shrub understories. This is causing a significant
decrease in the percentage of ground cover and is contributing
to increased soil erosion problems, plus increased wildlife and
livestock competition for forage.

We propose to reduce the total number of horses in the Buffalo
Hills Range to an interim management level of 100 animals, and to
remove all of the horses from the Humboldt Range. This will

involve removing approximately 500 horses from the Buffalc Hlllq
Range and approximately 900 horses from the Humboldts. I tailed
inventory will be conducted prior to cach roundup to deterAine the
exact number of animals to be removed.
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Both roundups have been tentatively scheduled to begin this
summer or fall, depending on the availability of funds, and
will continue until all of the horses are gathered.

It is not anticipated that any harassment to the wildlife
populations in either area will occur during the trapping
operations.

In accordance with Section 14 of the Public Rangeland's
Improvement Act of 1978 (P.L. 95-514), we invite vour comments
concerning the proposed gatherings.

If you require any further information please contact Brad
Hines or Rodger Bryan at this office.

If you care to comment on the proposed action please do so by
July 31, 1979.

Sincerely yours

>, Conard
District Manager

/
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2 £irst concern relates to permittees and their comsultants ot heing involved
carly on In the allotoent evaluatien precess.

The Bureau's position is to seek close censultatiocn, ccerdination, ard coop-
eration with all imterest groups invelved in and affected »v public land
maragcment issues,  As you xnow, from your invelvement in ccopevative soni-
rorine effgrts on your clients' allotzents, vou often corduct monitoring
offorts jointly with BLM personrel from the District 8fFfice, and Lave provided
the Pureau with data in seversl cases,

Tollowing this datx cellection we comdict evaluations to detemipe if »
managerent is peetipg the multiple use shjectives sstablished by th
Man for an alletment, or if not, what changes in management are requi

e avaluation adéresses only theose multiple use objectives that are affected
by livesteck grazing on public lands., This requires a multi-discipiirary
review of both the objectives and the data. One stage may cccur hefcere
ancther, hut te assured I am recuiring appropriate ccordimation befere any

e

action is taken, The permittee will he heavily involved in this process,

ions to
ife..,.(when)
svaluation

Your second ceoncern related to the Pureau sutmitting the eval
"..outside entities, specifically the Nevada Department cof %1
permitiees still have not been allewed any participation in th
process whatsoever,'
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As Jdiscussed above, these zllotment evaluations relate to attairment of
multiple use chjectives that may be impacted by livestock grazing on public
iands. PFrier to a conclusicn or wildlife cbjectives, comsuitation with the
Nevada Tepartment of Vildlife on data relf¥ant to the evaluation as well as
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Tmnu“taiﬂ Range Consultants AUG 2 1588
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Tear 'vr. Schweigert:
lotpent evaluation

FPeview of your lotter dated, June 27, 1988, corcernirg tic al
ic ve W0 CONCEINS.

nrocess nurderway in the Winrenueca Disty t indicates vou *a
2 £irst concern relates te permittaes and their comsultants ot heing involved
carly on In the slletwvent evaluatien process.

The Bureau’ s position is to seek clese consultation, ccoerdination, ard ceop-
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agerent is peetipg the multiple use shiectives established by the Land Use
?1an for an alletment, or if not, what chanﬁrs in management are recuired,
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review of both the objectives and the data., One stage may cccur hefore
arcther, Mt o assured I z2m recuiring appropriate coordimatien befere any
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action is taken, The permittee will he heavily invelved in this procoss.

Your second concern related to the Pureau submitting the cvaluations te
"..cutside entities, spec *F1c1’2y the Nevada Pepartment of wildlife...{uhen)
rermittses still have not been allewed apy participation in the evaluation
process wvhatsoever,'

As Jdiscussed above, these zlilotment cevaluations relate to attaimment of

"nlr;rze use chjectives that may be inpacted by livestock grazing on yuhlic
lands. Frier to a conclusien on wildlife chjectives, consultation with the
Nevada Tepartment of Vildlife on data relg¥ant to the evaluation as well as




the Devartment's specific population data is required. Be assured that there
is no intent to circumvent or preclude the timely involvement of the livestock
permittee in the allotment evaluation process.

With this understanding hopefully you will reconsider your advisement of
clients to not share monitoring data with the Winnemucca District Office.
Mutual cooperation is surely in the best interests of your clients and our
shared commitment to sound land management decisions.

Sincerely,
Sgd. Edward F."‘Spqng”

Edward F. Spang
State Director, Nevada

cc: District Manager, Winnemucca
Mevada Garvey Ranches
Circle A Ranches
EK Ranches
Bob Thomas
DeLong Ranches, Inc.
Barnen Cattle Co.
Roy Shurtz
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lir. Bob Sclweigert
Intermountain Range Consultants
Pest Cffice Box 1033
Vilnnemucca, NV 89445

Mr. Roy Shurtz
Post Cffice Box 1424
Flko, NV 89801

Delong Ranches, Inc.
Post Office Box 1058
Winnemucca, NV 89445

Bamnen Cattle Co.

c/o ¥Mr. Bill Hall

Post Office Box 12
Paradise Valley, NV 88426

Mr. Bob Thomas
Post Office Box 6
Paradise Valley, NV 89426

Nevada Carvey Ranches
Post Office Box N
Yinnemucca, NV 89445

Circle A Ranches

c/o Mr. James Bonavia
130 K.¥W. Greenwood
Pend, OR S§7701

EX Ranches
Star Route - Box 3
Crovada, IV 89452
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