
United States Department of the Interior 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 
Winnemucca District Office 

5100 East Winnemucca Boulevard 
Winnemucca, Nevada 89445 

702-623-1500 

AUG 2 2 1996 

Commission for the Preservation of Wild Horses 
255 West Moana Lane 
Suite 207A 
Reno, NV 89509 

Dear Ms. Barcomb: 

In Reply Refer To: 
(NV-241.3) 
4400 

On August 21, J 996, a meeting was held in Reno to discuss the additional forage and how it is 
to be allocated on the Bullhead Allotment. Roy Leach of your agency, requested the monitoring 
data that supports the additional forage. 

I'm including the additional data from 1993-1995 for upland, streambank riparian and wetland 
riparian habitats. The enclosed Key Forage Plant Method Forms are for the upland habitats in 
which key areas have been established. The use pattern maps are of the wetland riparian and 
streambank riparian habitats in Kinney, Upper Kelly, and Lower Kelly Pastures. Utilization data 
from 1983-1991 was presented in the allotment evaluation which you received in 1994. 

I'm also including the Desired Stocking Rate Calculations for all pastures throughout the 
monitoring period (1983 -1995). 

If you have any questions, feel free to contact Gene Seidlitz at (702) 623-J 500. 

Sincerely yours, 

&mu-
Colin P. Christensen 
ADM, Renewable Resources 



United States Department of the Interior 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 
Winnemucca District Office 

Nevada First Corporation 
P.O. Box 490 
Winnemucca, NV 89445 

Dear Mr. Bengochea: 

5100 East Winnemucca Boulevard 
Winnemucca, Nevada 89445 

702-623-1500 

~UG O 5 1996 In Reply Refer To: 
4160 
(NV-24J_))_ __ _ 

On August 25, 1994, the Bureau of Land Management issued a Final Multiple Use Decision 
--- - for the Bullhead Allotment Monitoring data from 1983 to 1992 was analyzed, interpreted 

and evaluated for this decision. This decision called for a decrease in active preference and 
set the Appropriate Management Level (AML) for wild horses at 140. On September 28, 
1994, we received appeals from you on the livestock and wild horse portions of this decision. 

- - -- -

On January 16, 1996, I received an allotment management proposal for the Bullhead 
Allotment from you. This started the negotiations for the withdrawal of your appeals. 

Several meetings and discussions have taken place and I'm proposing to meet with the 
Nevada First Corporation, Wild Horse Organized Assistance, Commission for the Preservation 
of Wild Horses, and Nevada Division of Wildlife to discuss the allocation of additional 
forage. 

A meeting has been set up for August 21, 1996:a_t 10:00 a.m:-it the State Office fu -Reno. -

If you have any questions, feel free to contact Gene Seidlitz at (702) 623-1500. 

Sincerely yours, 

a/JUil-
Colin P. Christensen 
Associate District Manager 
Renewable Resources 
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·• BO B MILLER . STATE OF NEVAD A CATHERINE BARCOMB 
Exec utive Dir ector ) Govenor 

April 16,1997 

COMMISSION FOR THE 
PRESERVATION OF WILD HORSES 

1105 Terminal Way 

Suite 209 
Reno, Nevada 89502 

(702) 688-2626 

Mr. Pete Christensen 
Paradise-Denio ~esource Area 
Bureau of Land Management 
5100 East Winnemucca Blvd. 
Winnemucca, Nevada 89406 

Subject: Bullhead Agreement - .Snowstorm HMA 

pear Mr. Christensen: 

Thank you for consulting the Commission for the Preservation of 
Wild Horses concerning the settlement of the Bullhead Final 
Multiple Use Decision Appeal with Nevada First Corporation. As an 
intervenor, we appreciate ' all the efforts by Nevada First and 
Winnemucca District to advise and seek our concurrence with these 
agreements .. 

Data collected from 1992 to . 1995 provides additional insight and 
credibility to the Winnemucca District. Actual use and utilization 
data are essential in determining the carrying capacity. Specific 
utilization data collected on pastures used solely by wil~ horses 
will validate the appropr~ate management level for the Snowstorm 
Wild Horse Herd. 

Data analysis determined the carrying capacity; however, the / 
District did not allocate forage to livestock or wild horses. We 
would prefer that .a reasonable utilization lirni t be placed for 
horses on key areas that will allocate forage. It would appear 
tha~ wild horses are now utilizirig "slight use" of key species 
during years rested by livestock. Therefore, it is reasonable that 
the existing numbers are at 1 6~ below the appropriate management 
level. 

We encourage the District to establish a utilization level · at 
approximately 2 0 percent for wild horses. In areas where wild 
horse numbers cannot be managed to a level to meet multiple use 
objectives, we ,support range improVement projecti to mitigate wild 
horse impacts. . Presently, horse use appears to be at the 
appropriate management level, additional forage should be award to 
livestock as a result of intensive management efforts. 



: 

Mr. Pete Christensen 
April 16,1997 
Page 2 

Pete, we wish to complement the District and Nevada First in 
reaching a meaningful agreement based upon your data. , Wild horses 
have been a major issue for years in the Owhyee and Bullhead, we 
encourage the Elko District to adopt your approach and solutions. 
Efforts like yours keep issues in perspective and less subject to 
the histori~al arguments and politics. · 

P.S. Please note new address. 

Sincerely, 

c~~~ \t)~ yvv 
CATHERINE BARCOMB 
Executive Director 

cc. Harvey Barnes, Nevada Cattlemen Association 
Charle Amos 
Gary Benochea, Nevada First 



BOB MILLER 
Govenor 

STATE OF NEVADA CATHERINE BARCOMB 
Executive Director' 

COMMISSION FOR THE 
PRESERVATION OF WILD HORSES 

1105 Terminal Way 

Suite 209 

September 3,1996 Reno, Nevada 89502 
-(702) 688-2626 

Mr. Pete Christensen 
Renewable Resources 
Bureau of Land Management -
5100 East Winnemucca Blvd. 
Winnemucca, Nevada 89406 

Subject: Bullhead Appeal - Settlement 

Dear Mr. Christensen.: 

Thank you for meeting with us on August 25, 1996 t9 discuss the 
Bullhead Final Multiple Use Decision affecting livestock and wild 
horse interests. Though we do not have an appeal, our intervention 
status provides us an opportunity to assure our concerns are met in 
all future settlements or decisions. 

We agree with Nevada First Corporation's request to use monitoring 
data collected since the FMUD to determine or verify the 
appropriate management level for wild horses. It is our 
understanding that use pattern mapping and utilization data 
collected on the First Creek Pasture provides an opportunity to 
adjust ungulate use. 

We understand the available forage should be allocated to wild 
horses under the assumption that the land use plan proportions are 
valid and fair. We disagree. Land use plan proportions were just 
existing conditions to initiate monitoring for future adjustments. 
In the past, Winnemucca District used these proportions in manners 
that did not favor wild horses. It would appear :that if the 
District continues this allocation process on the Bullhe~d 
Allotment, livestock would not receive full benefit from the 
intensive management provided by Mr. Amos and Nevada First. 

L•J09 



Mr. Pete Christensen 
September 3 ,.1996 
Page 2 

Specific to the carrying capacity and allocation of forage for the 
First Creek Pasture of the Bullhead Allotment, we have the 
following comments: 

1. Use pattern mapping data collected in 1995 indicated severe 
use in the south w~st portion of the First Creek Pasture. 

2. Utilization data collected in 1993 showed wild horse use of 
the First Creek Pasture measured only 22 percent with 2748 
AUMs of actual use. 

3. Key management area utilization dati collected in 1995 
contributes significantly to increasing the carrying 
capacity of the First Cr~ek Pasture. 

4. The Humboldt Fire does not significantly impact the wild 
horse use area within the herd management area. 

5. There is a need to adjust the herd management area 
boundaries to resolve the private/public ownership in 
several pastures and to allow greater wild horse 
distribution in Dry Hills Pasture. 

We .Propose the following stipulations for agreement ' or issues for 
a new final multiple use decision for the Bullhead Allotment: 

1. Riparian utilization objectives must be met. 

2. Wild horse utilization objectives of 25 percent must be set 
specific to dates prior to livestock. 

3. Separate carrying capacity or appropriate management level 
computations will be made based upon new data collect in 
1996, 1997 and 1998. 

4. Land use plan amendments to adjust herd management areas 
will be completed by 1998. 

5. The appropriate management level for the Snowstorm Wild 
Horse Herd will remain at the level established . in the 1992 
FMUD until the new allotment evaluation and decision is 
completed in 1998, or sooner. 

Pete, we hope that our participation in the . appeal processes has 
lead to a mutual agreement or consensus concerning how multiple use 
decisions should be executed. We have no problem managing the 
Snowstorm Wild Horse at the present appropriate management level. 



Mr. Pete Christensen 
September 3,1996 
Page 3 

However, wild horse management requires sound rangeland monitoring 
data, wild horse actual use data and herd viability data to support 
all future decisions. We are encouraged with Nevada First 
Corporation's willin,gness to support a better process for forage 
allocation and the fact we must all abandon past agreements , or 
arbitrary procedur~s that distort the facts collected by your 
professional range staff. It is our mutual hope that the 
Winnemucca District will be able to set new objectives and collect 
the necessary data to put to rest the continued debate concerning 
what ungulate used what forage. 

We look forward to working with your people and embrace . the 
progressive efforts of Nevada First Corporation. 

Sincerely, 

CATHERINE BARCOMB 
Executive Director 

cc. Nevada First Corporation 



MEETING - AUGUST 21, 1996 

BLM AND GARVEY RANCHES CONCERNING BULLHEAD ALLOTMENT 

The purpose of the meeting was to progress in settling Garvey's 
Appeal against the 1994 FMUD for Bullhead. NDOW and NWC intervened 
with the BLM. 

At this point, BLM used data collected from 1994 to present to 
determine carrying capacity for the allotment. New data suggest 
additional AUMs in the First Creek Pasture. The question is the 
allocation of the forage to users. Garvey contents that the CRMP 
agreement was for only 50 horses until Garvey was up to preference. 
Winnemucca District MFP III Decisions for proportional adjustments 
have been made on existing percentages at the time of the land use 
plan. This process would provide additional AUMs to the 170-190 
horses on the allotment. The 1994 FMUD determined 140 head for the 
Snowstorm WHMA. 

The Humboldt Fire was within the allotment, but does not affect 
wild horse numbers or forage. Horses will not be adjusted in the 
fire plan. 

Horses are a problem with private lands within the HMA and use 
lands in Dry Pasture outside of the HMA. The District wants to 
amend the land use plan to address HMA adjustments. 

Commission Position/Concerns/Actions 

No data were presented to us to support the additional forage found 
in the latest data. 

- We request use pattern mapping data and actual use. 

Garvey and NWC agree that monitoring data and objectives should be 
specific to wild horses and livestock for allocation. 

- We request that objectives and studies be established 
for the next FMUD. 

Garvey and NWX agree that proportional adjustments based on 
percentages at the time of the land use plan are not appropriate. 
(Note: In this case the adjustments favored horses!) 

- We request that new criteria, new objectives and 
monitoring will resolve this conflict in the future. 

Practically speaking, the scheduled gathers this fall for Bullhead 
and Little Owhyee will get the Snowstorm to AML. Garvey thinks 
that the deal cut in CRMP is binding and that if they agree to 
allow 140 head of horses, then we should not have any problem with 
them getting all new AUMs to get to preference. 



If we can be convinced that the AUMs are there, and BLM agrees to 
our stipulations for the next gather, we will gain a lot. Pete is 
sliding into other camps, I think we could get him committed here 
and force him to correct Sonoma-Gerlach. 


