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IN REPLY REFER TO: 

4700 
(N-023.3) 

10/2/79 

FROM Les Boni, Wildlife Biologist, Winnemucca 

SUBJECT : Wild Horse and Burro Inventory 

September 17 and 18, 1979, I conducted a wild horse and burro inventory 
in the Soldier Meadows Allotment. The results are listed below by that 
portion of each mountain range located inside the allotment boundary. 

Horses Burros 
Area Adults Colts 

Black Rock Range 368 95 0 

Warm Springs Canyon 325 86 1 

Calico Mountains 242 ~ 0 

TOTAL 935 228 1 

Seven adults and two colts included in the Black Rock Range above were 
located on the ridge separating the Soldier Meadows and Paiute Meadows 

~r-4.. 
Allotments. Since this boundary is not fenced, these inc~uded in the 
Soldier Meadows total. 

- In addition to these totals, horses were observed on the Summit Lake 
Indian Reservation. Although these are no doubt wild horses, they 
were not counted, with the exception of eight horses which were close 
to the boundary fence. 

Horses appeared to be in good condition with the exception of those in 
the Calico Mountains. Here their ribs could easily be seen from the 
air, and it was evident that their condition was poor. The ratio of 
colts to adults was also the lowest in this area. 

Only one burro was located in the Soldier Meadows Allotment, despite 
the extra attempt made to locate them. At least 15 additional burros 
are known to be present on the southeast end of the Warm Springs Canyon 
area and were observed by Soldier Meadows Ranch employees on September 
16, 1979, 

In addition to the areas mentioned above, the east side of the Black 
Rock Range was inventoried (Paiute Meadows Allotment). The count for 
this area and the total number of horses inventoried for the mountain 
range are listed on the following page. 
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East Side 

West Side 

TOTAL 

Adults 

384 

368 

752 

Page 2 

Colts 

87 

Conditions for inventorying horses were very satisfactory, and I feel 
that the count was a good one. 
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Wann Springs Canyon September 18, 1979 
Adults 325 1 
Colts 86 0 

Calico Mountains September 18, 1979 
Adults 242 0 
Colts 47 0 

*Black Rock Range September 17, 1979 
East Side 

Adults 384 0 
Colts fl7 0 

West Side 
Adults 368 0 
Colts 95 0 

Total 
Adults 752 0 
Colts 182 0 

(4700), October 2 
' 
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IN REPLY REFER TO: 

To Wild Horse and Burro Inventory File 

FROM Wildlife Biologist, Winnemucca 

SUBJECT: Wild Horse and Burro Inventory 

February 5, 6 and 7, 1979, I conducted a wild horse and burro 
inventory of the Warm Springs Canyon area (which is that portion 
of the Calico Mountains northwest of Soldier Meadows), the 
Calico Mountains and the Black Rock Range. The results are 
listed below. 

Soldier Meadows Allotment listed by portion of mountain ranges 
within the allotment. 

Area 

Warm Springs Canyon 
Calico Mountains 
Black Rock Range 

Total animals in allotment 

Horses 

260 
240 
337 
837 

Burros 

16 
0 
0 

16 

In addition nine wild horses were observed inside the Summit Lake 
Indian Reservation fence along the western boundary. The gates 
were open, and it was obvious that the horses were traveling 
back and forth between the allotment and reservation. 

Total Animals Inventoried 

Horses Burros 

4700 
(N-023.3) 

1979 

Mountain Range Adult Yearlings Adult Yearlings 

Warm Springs Canyon 
Calico Mountains 
Black Rock Range 

Total 

Summit Lake Indian 
Reservation 

234 
372 
499 

1105 

8 

37 
44 
99 

180 

1 

13 
0 
0 

13 

0 

3 
0 
0 
3 

0 
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Existing conditions were good for censusing horses. The upper eleva
tions were covered with snow, while the midslopes contained patches 
of bare ground around rocks, tallus and on south exposures. There 
was a light snow cover on the lower elevations. Brush, rocks and 
patches of bare ground were easily visible from the air. 

There was some difficulty in distinguishing light chestnut and palomino 
horses on snow. This was especially true at the lower elevations 
when the horses did not move from the aircraft. These colors blended 
well with the protruding brush. 

Despite this difficulty, I feel that this was a good inventory. Although 
there is no doubt that some horses were not counted, this holds true 
on any inventory. I do not feel that the numbers missed are any greater 
than on those inventories conducted in the past. 



Warm Springs Canyon 
l\dults 
;Yearlings 
Total 
Calico Mountains 
Adults 
Yearlings 
Total 
Black Rock Range 
Adults 
Yearlings 
Total 

~ Burros--
February S, 1979 

234 Jcf; ,,, 

...I!_ 3 
271 1')-,~ 

February 7, 1979 
372 

44 
416 

February 6, 19?9 
Ec-s\-499 \~ 

99 !/'., I :>.\;\ 

598 

Horse 
Summit Lake Indian Reservation __ _ 
Adults 
Yearlings 
Total 

8 
1 
9 

•' ~ ... \ 
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Date 

c <'I9~ 

4/4, 5 
4/6, 7 
4/8,11,12 
4/13 
4/14 

4/22 

4/28 
4/28 & 

6/13 
4/29 
6/1 

6/2 
6/3 
6/8 

6/9 
6/9, 10 
6/10 
6/13 

6/14 

6/15, 16 
6/20 

WILD HORSE INVENTORY • 
Area 

Bell 47G3Bl Helicopter: 

Black Rock Range, / 
Rumbold t Range ..-
East Range ... · 
Buffalo Hills*· _,, 
Blue Wing Hountains* _, 
Fox Range >~✓ 

Piper PA-18 Super Cub: 

Antelope Range ./ 
Kamma Moun ta ins _ _,,/ 
Seven Troughs Range ✓ 

/ West Humboldt Range. , 
The Lava Beds 
Calico Mountains; NW of 

Soldier Meadows ✓ 

Granite Range . ..- . 
Calico Mountains ~~' 

, · · 

Truckee Range ,/ 

Flight 
Hours 

14.6 
12.3 
19.2 

5.6 
5.6 

3.7 

3.5 

3.3 
4.5 

4.5 
3.7 
5.7 
4.0 
2.5 Selenite Rang e · 

North .Finger of Lake 
Shawave Mountains ;,.. 

Rang e·-' 1.0 

Nightingale Mountains •·· 
Stillwater Range ,./ 
Sou Hills , _ _r 

6.0 
4.5 
2.0 
1.0 

Sonoma Range ~ 3.7 
Edna & Buffalo Mountains , · 2. O 
Trinity Range ,. 
Tobin Range 
Agt/Sta Mountains ,. ' 

TOTALS 

10.7 

Horses 

Adults 

508 
432 
903 
865 

39 
468 

171 
42 

150 

153 
553 

260 
82 

537 _ ___:..._. 

46 
4 

15 
290 
172 

20 
0 

147 
0 

153 
17 
51 

6,078 

Colts 

107 . ' 
68 ,. ~ 

190 
23 
4 

15 

25 
9 

29 

28 
79 

55 
16 
79 

6 

72 
39 

5 
0 

23 
0 

26 
l 

lo(. 

911 

Mules 

2 

1 

3 

,, 7 7 I/ 

Burros 

Adults Colts 

2 
2 

24 
1 

1 
30 

19 

4 

6 

89 

2 

2 

4 
______ _,_ ___________________ __._ _____ .._ ____ 4- ___________________ _ .. __ 
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1/23/75 

1/29/75 

~ 
2/10/75 --

2/11/75 

2/12/75 -
12/13/7~ 
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Observer 

Les Boni 
Allen Sr2.lin1:rcr 

Les Boni 
Allen Sr,alingcr 

Les J) • 
.uOlll 

Les Boni 

E:::rl ~ :cI~in.11c;l 

Earl ''.cKinney 

Are2. 

Buffalo Hills 
Calico : !tns. 
Dlack Rock Rm1vc 

'·' The Lava Bee.ls 
Lorses 
Eurros 

Ea~t J
1 
.. a~1ge 

rose Creek to 
Dun Glen 

Sor:oi:'.n l~111gc 

WILD HORSE CEN~1JS 

Rell 47G3B2 

Station 
P,rca Pron To 

Buffalo Hills Gerlach Gerlach 

Calico Mountains Gerlach Gerlach 

Llacl ( Rock Ra.nge \\'innemucca Gerlach 

The Lava 13e<ls Gcrlad1 l-!inncnucca 

Ee.st Ran::e Winnemucca \•finnemucca 

Eo.st Pmige Winnemucca 
Sonon1:1 Range 1'linnemucca 

Adults Colts Total 

408 174 582 
337 00 423 __ ,..,, 

100 62 252 

351 145 496 
16 5 21 

465 109 574 

211 64 275 
84 6 90 

•• ,J 

T:iJr:e Necessary to 
Con!)lete Census 

rrours '.'-!inutes 

5 27 

8 52 

5 53 

6 27 

6 40 

2 32 
3 38 
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