
. . 
United States Department of the Interior 

TAKI 
PRIDEIN 
AMERICA 

Dear Interested Party: 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 
ELKO DISTRICT OFFICE 

a 

~ 
,I 

3900 E. IDAHO STREET 
P.O. BOX 831 

ELKO, NEV ADA 8980 l 

.l ,.. ~ ··-
\_j s;,r 1 . " ·" . 

l. 0 1:( .. ·: ,.,-:. ' 
.-.i ... -- _.. .. -

- -- ■ 
IN REPLY REFER TO: 

1793.4(NV-010) 

FEB I 2 1991 

The Elko District Bureau of Land Management, in cooperation with Newmont Gold i) ~ ~ 
Company, will be preparing an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) on an ~~ 
amended Plan - of-Operations for the expansion of Newmont's Gold Quarry mine. Lt, ~ -I'»~ 
Newmont Gold Company proposes to develop these facilities adjacent to its 2)\.uu./~ 
existing mine, located approximately seven air miles northwest of Carlin, in . ~p~LUt.t_J,.} 
Eureka and Elko Counties, Nevada. r~ Pf~ 
Newmont Gold Company's authorized operation includes an open-pit mine, tailing W~ 
facilities, heap leach facilities, waste rock dumps, a milling complex as well ~ ~JIUJ--, 

as administrative and maintenance buildings. The proposal is to develop two 3) ~ ~ 
new pits, expand and deepen the Gold Quarry Pit, enlarge existing waste dumps, ~ J,~,:;.J 
develop new heap leach pads, construct a reservoir for water produced from ~~ 
dewatering of the Gold Quarry Pit, construct bioleaching pads, and develop newtM.., '1-f,(. u17:A 1 

haul roads and additional ancillary facilities in order to maintain the ~ ~ I.AA,e.~~ 

current production levels of gold. Additional activities on private lands, ~ .,,IJc.a,t,4 
including construction of a roasting unit for processing of carbonaceous and ~ -~ ~ 
sulfide ores, will be undertaken. While part of the proposed expansion would ~ 
be confined to previously disturbed areas, additional surface disturbance is /k.D ~ ~ 
anticipated on approximately 798 acres of public land and 1,604 acres of p~ 0 c,, ,,..o,.. , , 
private lands. (A project summary is attached that provides additional ~ .u~ 
detail). ~ ~i.,nv A-Um.:S 

~ tf;,..L, -, 9 'i? a.Lo 

The purpose of the proposed action is to allow for continued mining, milling ~ ~ 1 

and heap leaching of gold ore at the Gold Quarry Mine. The action would tl'.IJJ+~ tf.11 

extend the operation of the existing mine for a period of approximately eight ~J~ 
years. Without the expansion of the existing facilities, new gold deposits ~ 0 · 
could not be developed. · 



The National Environmental Policy Act regulations have provided the Bureau of 
Land Management with the authority to direct the preparation of this EIS. In 
addition to any issues identified through the scoping process, it is 
anticipated that due to the anticipated dewatering requirements for the 
project (estimated to be 50,000 gpm at peak) the EIS will focus attention on 
five issues of special concern that Bureau specialists have identified as 
having potentially significant impacts. These five issues are: 

a) Surface and Groundwater Quality and Quantity; 

b) Mine Pit Water Quality; 

c) Threatened and Endangered Species; 

d) Wetland Vegetation; and 

e) Wildlife/Fisheries Resources. 

The issues of cultural resources, reclamation, geology and minerals, hazardous 
materials, air quality, paleontology, social and economic values, recreation 
and wilderness, visual resources, soils and watershed, vegetation, grazing 
management, access and land use, and noise will also be analyzed. The 
cumulative effects of the proposed action will be evaluated in terms of each 
resource issue and with other activities within the areas of concern. The 
proposed project must meet or exceed all Federal, state, and local 
environmental regulations and standards. 

A range of alternatives (including but not limited to alternative reclamation 
measures and the no action alternative), as well as mitigating measures, will 
be evaluated to identify the most appropriate means to minimize environmental 
impacts and to assure that the proposed action does not result in undue or 
unnecessary degradation of public lands. 

The Elko District Bureau of Land Management is inviting public comment on this 
proposal for issues, concerns and opportunities that might exist regarding the 
mine's expansion. The issues, concerns and opportunities will subsequently be 
used to focus the preparation of the EIS. 

Two scoping meetings are scheduled for the purpose of soliciting input from 
the public concerning the proposed mine expansion. Newmont Gold Company 
personnel will be on hand to formally present information regarding the 
amended Plan-of-Operations, as well as describe the existing mine, and to 
answer any questions. 

The first meeting will be held at 7:00 p.m. on April 7, 1992 at the Elko 
District, Bureau of Land Management, 3900 East Idaho Street, Elko Nevada. The 
second meeting will be held at 7:00 p.m. on April 8, 1992, at the Holiday Inn 
on 1000 E. 6th Street, Reno, Nevada. 



Comments will be received on the amended Plan-of-Operation during the public 
meetings scheduled in this bulletin. Written comments will also be accepted 
until the close of business on April 24, 1992. They should be mailed to: 

District Manager 
Bureau of Land Management 
Attention: Gold Quarry EIS Coordinator 
P.O. Box 831 
Elko, NV 89801 

A draft Environmental Impact Statement should be available for public comment 

in December of 1992. 

Should you have any questions, please contact Dave Vandenberg, Gold Quarry EIS 
Team Leader, at (702) 753-0200. 

Enclosure: 
Gold Quarry Mine Expansion Project Summary 

Sincerely yours, 

a I#~~ Ro{):;:t.::7 
District Manager 



GOID OOARRY MINE EXPANSIOO IroJEcr sm,t,1ARY 

Newncnt Gold carpany (Newm:>nt) has proposed an expansion of its Gold 

Quarry Mine area, located in Elko County arrl Eureka County, Nevada, 

awroxilna:tely seven miles north-northwest of the town of Carlin, Nevada. 

'!he general location of Newroc>nt's q)erations is shown in Attadnrent 1, 

General I.Dcation Map. '!he Gold Quarry Mine expansion would be located 

both on private larrl owned by NewJOOJ'lt arrl on p.lblic larrl administered 

by the Bureau of I..an:l Managen-ent (BIM) • 

Newroc>nt's currently authorized q)erations in the Gold Quarry Mine area 

consist of the Gold Quarry Mine, mine dewaterirg, two millirg 

facilities, two waste rock disposal areas, two tailirg storage 

facilities, three leach pads, arrl variais ancillary facilities. 

'!he primary cx::1rp:,nent of the proposed Gold Quarry Mine area expansion 

is the continued mining of the Gold Quarry orel::x:xiy through the year 

2002, to recover both refractory arrl oxide ores. '!he Gold Quarry pit 

would be ~ed laterally, involvirg awroximately 27 acres of p.iblic 

larrl arrl awroxima.tely 18 acres of private larrl. In addition, pit depth 

would be increased by awroximately 800 feet. 

As the Gold Quarry Mine is excavated to greater depths, it would exterx:l 

further below the groon::iwater table, resultirg in increased groorrlwater 

inflC"'1S to the mine. Dewaterirg operations are currently beirg 

corrlucted, resultirg in limited flow volumes. As the proposed minirg 

progresses durirg the pericxl 1994 through 2002, required dewaterirg 

rates would increase, reachirg a projected maximum of awroxima.tely 

so,ooo gpn. Total projected dewaterirg volume for the Gold Quarry Mine 

operations would be awroximately 550,000 acre-feet. Because these 

dewaterirg f1C"'1S would exceed the aroc,unt that Newm:>nt can consurre, 

Newncnt prq:ioses to transfer the excess dewateri.rg flC"'1S through 

pipelines to a water treatment facility that Newiront would construct. 

'!he facility wruld treat the dewaterirg flC"'1S to the extent necessary 

to meet awlicable effluent limitations arrl water quality starrlards. 
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'!he treated water wa.tld then be transferred t:hrrugh a pipeline to a 

storage reservoir to be constructed northeast of Maggie Creek. 

Al though various options for disposal of the excess dewaterID3 fla..is are 

bein;J examined, it is anticipated that the primary disposal method would 

be discharge to surface waters - either to the Hurnbolt River or to 

Maggie creek. An open flow channel wcw.d be constructed fran the 

storage reservoir to the discharge point. 

Disturbance associated with construction of the water treatment 

facility, resei:voir, arrl. discharge system wa.ud occur al.nost exclusively 

on private larrl., awroxbnately 700 acres in total. 

'1he oxide ores prcduc:ed by continued mining at Gold Quarry wa.ud be 

processed in N~' s existin;J Mill 5, located in the Sa.Ith ~tions 

Area. Higher-grade refractory ore recovered f:ran the Gold Quarry pit 

would be treated in a new beneficiation facility, incorporatID3 

roasters, to be constructed near Mill 2/5. An oxygen plant arrl. a 

natural gas pipeline woold be b.l.ilt to suwly the ne'W beneficiation 

facility. 'Ihese facilities would be b.l.ilt entirely on awrox.imately 165 

acres of private larrl.. 

In addition, Newrront has under develqmmt a p:rq:irietary bio-oxidation 

process for the leac.hin:J of lower-grade refractory ores. Newlront 

therefore piq)OSes to construct up to four ne'W leac::h pads for the 

proc:essin;J of refractory ores. 'I\vo of these leach pads wa.ud be b.l.il t 

entirely on private larrl., occupyID3 a total of awroximately 250 acres. 

'!he other two leadl pads wa.tld occupy awroximately 153 acres of ?,lblic 

larrl. arrl. 57 acres of private larrl.. 

'!he continued cperation of the existID3 oxide millID3 facility arrl. the 

construction of the new refractory ore beneficiation facility wcw.d 

result in the continued generation of tailin:Js at the Gold Quarry Mine 

Expansion area. To ac:xx:mocdate these tailin:Js, the existID3 Mill 2/5 
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Tailin;J Storage Facility would be exparrled vertically approxilnately 130 

feet, but no additional acreage wa.ud be disturbed. Disposal of waste 

rock from the Gold Quarry Mine wa.ud be accarplished through vertical 

an:i lateral expansions of the current South an:i North Waste Rock 

Disposal Areas. 'Ihe expansion of the South waste rock area wa.ud 

involve approximately 24 acres of ?Jblic lam an:i 26 acres of private 

lan:i, an:i would increase the height of the facility by approximately 110 

feet. 'Ihe expansion of the North waste rock area would involve 

ai:proxilnately 38 acres of p.lblic lam am 128 acres of private lam, am 

would increase the height of the facility by ai:proxilnately 100 feet. 

Newm::>nt also plans to mine ore fran the TUsc an:i MAC orebcx:lies at sane 

point durin;J the pericx:l 1994-2002, depen.::lirq upon available process 

capacity an:i market corrlitions. No dewaterin;J of the TUsc an:i MAC pits 

would be required. 'Ihe mi..nin:J of TUsc an:i MAC would, however, require 

construction of three new waste rock disposal areas - two adjacent to 

the TUsc pit an:i one adjacent to the MAC pit. New or uwraded roads an:i 

water pipelines may also be needed to accarplish Ininin;J in these two 

areas. 'Ihe total acreage involved in the Ininin;J of TUsc an:i MAC would 

be approximately 534 acres of p.lblic lam an:i 271 acres of private lan:i. 

Other plans by Newnnnt inclooe omoin;J geolcqic evaluations in the Gold 

Quarry Mine area, both to further define the existin;J ore bcx:lies, an:i 

to identify additional econanically recoverable deposits. Virtually all 

this geologic evaluation would take place within the areas disturbed for 

the minin;J of Tusc an:i MAC arrl construction of related facilities. 

Newm::>nt currently enploys awroximately 1200 people in conjunction with 

its Gold Quarry Mine area, arrl its expansion plans should provide for 

stable lorq-tenn enployment levels. Since 1984, Newnnnt has enployed 

at various times 50-150 tenporary enployees in the Gold Quarry Mine area 

for certain projects. Newm::>nt plans to enploy up to a total of 500 

t:eJrporacy errployees in the Gold Quarry Mine area durin;J construction 

activities associated with the prqx,sed expansion. 'lhe majority of 
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these temporary errployees ·~d be employed durin1 the first bK> years 

of the e><pan5ion activities. 

An overview map showin1 both Newrront's existin1 South Area facilities 

arrl the proposed new or exparrled facilities is provided in Attachrrent 

2, Gold QJarry Mine Proposed Project Area. 'Ihe total expansion project 

~d involve the additional disturl:>ance of awroximately BOO acres of 

p.lblic larrl, arrl 1600 acres of private lard. 
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STATE OF NEVADA 

COMMISSION FOR THE 
PRESERVATION OF WILD HORSES 

Stewart Facility 
Capitol Complex 

Carson City, Nevada 89710 
(702) 687-5589 

April 8, 1992 

Rodney Harris, District Manager 
BLM-Elko district Office 
3900 E. Idaho St. 
Box 831 
Elko, Nevada 89801 

Dear Mr. Harris, 

CATHERINE BARCOMB 
Executive Director 

COMMISSIONERS 

Dan Keiserman . 
Las Vega s. Nevada 

Michae l Kirk. D.V.M .. 
Ren o. Nevada 

Paul a S . Askew 
Carso n City. Nevada 

Steve n Fulstone 
Smith Valley. Nevada 

Dawn Lap pin 
Reno . Nevada 

Cha irm an 

Thank you for the opportunity to be involved in the scoping 
for the proposed EIS for the amended Plan-of-Operations for the 
expansion of Newmont's Gold Quarry Mine. 

Our concerns are: 
1) the drawdown of water that will affect waters within 

herd management areas; 
2) the redistribution of those waters to areas other than 

where they came from; 
3) and please explain how the AUM's lost from the 798 

acres ' of public land will be absorbed; 
4) what animals will be forced to absorb more reductions; 
5) and how is the loss of the AUM's of the 1,604 acres 

of private land be absorbed by the owner of those private lands? 
Will that owner require substitution of those AUM's on adjoining 
public lands to compensate? 

We appreciate being notified and being kept involved during 
this process. If you have any questions, please feel free to call. 

Sincerely, 

0~ ( t: , • ()J · ~ ,L CC1 1\_,/V-ct-rv vz._,v .... -- 'J ::) '-~ 
CATHERINE BARCOMB 
Executive Director 



United States Department of the Interior 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 
ELKO DISTRICT OFFICE 
3900 E. IDAHO STREET 

P. 0. BOX 831 
ELKO, NEVADA 89803 

IN REPLY REFER TO: 

4710 (NV-015) 

FEB 2 8 1996 

Ms. Cathy Barcomb 
Execuiive Director 
Commission For The Preservation 
Of Wild Horses 
255 W. Moana Lane 
Suite 207A 
Reno, NV 89509 

Dear Ms. Barcomb; 

Thank you for your letter of January 29, I 996. We are pleased to know the Commission 
appreciates the Project and Planning Schedule and we plan to continue with this format, 
issuing it twice per year. 

Providing for livestock grazing, consistent with other resource uses, through the issuance of 
short and long term grazing permits is a management objective identified in the Record of 
Decision (ROD) for both the Elko and Wells Resource Management Plans (RMPs) and 
Environmental Impact Statements (EISs). The long term management action identified to 
achieve this objective is to monitor and adjust grazing by livestock as well as wild horses and 
wildlife as necessary. In most cases, necessary adjustments to grazing are made following 
completion of scheduled allotment evaluations and subsequent issuance of multiple use 
decisions (MUDs). However, if sufficient data is available, adjustments to livestock grazing 
may also be made when grazing permits are renewed or new grazing permits are issued (i.e. 
grazing permit transfers). In each case, appropriate NEPA compliance documentation is 
completed. If you have further questions on this topic, please contact Ray Lister, District 
Rangeland Management Specialist, at the above address or phone (702) 753-0200. 

As you stated in your correspondence, an EIS was not prepared for the Strategic Plan for 
Management of Wild Horses and Burros on Public Lands. Individual EAs for actions which 
implement the Strategic Plan will meet all National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) 
requirements. The Elko District has begun to use a population model developed by Professor 
Stephen Jenkins of University of Nevada, Reno in order to more accurately predict the 
impacts of age selective removals on wild horse populations. Our findings will be analyzed 
in future EAs for removal actions. 



If you have further question on this, please contact Kathy McKinstry, Wild Horse Specialist, 
at the above address or phone (702) 753-0200. . 

The Commission wondered how to introduce an amendment to the Elko District Project and 
Planning Schedule. The usual procedure for a party other than the BLM to get on the 
planning schedule would be to submit their proposal in writing to our office. The proposal 
would be considered for its merit; if the proposal has merit and is consistent with the land 
use plan, we would assign staff to work on the proposal and put it on the planning schedule 
as funding permits. If the proposal has merit but is not consistent with the land use plan, an 
amendment to the plan would considered. If you have further questions on this matter, please 
contact David Vandenberg, Planning and Environmental Coordinator at (702) 753-0200. 

Please be assured that the Commission will continue to receive all planning documents related 
to wild horses on the Elko District. 

Sincerely, 

/~~ 
HELEN HANKINS, Manager 
Elko District Office 
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