
~ 
~ 

United States 
Department of 
Agriculture 

l<'orest 
Service 

Inyo 
National 
Forest 

S-5-1].fi} 
873 N. Main St. ~ 
Bishop, CA 93514-2494 
(!;19) 873-2400 

Reply to: 1500 

Date: Ma,.· 5. l 93: 

~:::-E~rea~ of Land ~anage~ent 
ATTN: John Matthiessen, Walker Resource Area Manager 
1535 Hot Springs Road; Suite J~u 

Carson City, NV B970G-OG38 

Dear Mr. Matthiessen: 

I have r>?viewed yiJl..lr ~rop::ised M:..;ltipl:2 U5e Dc::i~ion fc,r- the .Ba.salt ;a.llot.ri·~ent, 
anc tne acco□panying Wild Horse ~anagernent Decision, both of which were pro1ided 
to us unjer cover of your letter dated April 22, 1993. This letter 1s be:ng 
pro1ided to serve as a f □r8al protest ~o that Wild Horse Management Decision. 
My protest is being submitted pursuant to regulations at 43 CFR 4l&O.: and is 
based u~on the p~□ cedures that were used to develop your proposed decision, and 
upon the potential impacts your proposed managenent of the Basalt Allotment may 
have on the Mont£omery Pass and ~hite Mountain Wild ~~r~Q Herds. 

PROCEDURAL MATTERS 

o~ August iB, !99:, you provided the Inyo Na:ional Forest, for our revie~ ano 
:::_.z.::::'::'i:~, ::·r,c. 1·C25a:t ;..:~.:~r.1~:-.1: s-.=~:-J~:1,:ir. The teiundar1es ,Jf the i'"1ontgc.ciery 
P~ss Wild Horse Territory IMPWH~l that you d:splayed in that document were 
cc~s1stent with the boundaries for the territory that ~ere identified in the 
Coordinated Resource Plan ICRPI for the MPWHT (June, 198~1. This had been the 
boundary that had been recognized for years as the official designated boundary 
cf th2 Herd Management Area IHMAI for the MPWHT, and it was assumed that this 
:..-.=:ts the official HMf". tDundary fiJ?.'"' the I1PWHT that was established pursuant tc1 the 
~ild Horses and Burros Protection Act of 1971. Therefore, since you had 
accurately displayed the ~PWHT, and since your B/18/92 Easalt Allotment 
Evaluation accurately cited the wild hors~ use of the allotment and cited no 
other management concerns or objectives associated with that use, the Inyo 
National Forest reviewed your evaluation and had no comments or concerns to 
provide in response to it. 

Your proposed April 22, 1333 Wild Horse Management Decision now contains 
s!gnificantly different information concerning the MPWHT and the nana~enent of 
wild horse use within the Basalt Allotment than that which was disclosed in your 
1932 Allotment Evaluation. Vo~ now state that a portion of the MP~HT identified 
in the CRF as being within a significant portion of the Basalt Allotment was 
r;is~e~e~ly identified; that the official HMA boundary of the M?WHT is that which 
is now identified in your April ::, 1993 de=is:on document. If your office has 
indeed discovered that a mistake was made in the CRF and its identification of 
the boundaries of the M?WHT, then corresponding revisions 
Allotment Evaluation document shocld also have been reade. 

to yot:r Basalt 
Concerned parties 

F S-6200-280 (5/84) 
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R2MEDIES TO FRCTE2T ISSUES 

To renedy the atove concerns, the Walker Resource Area should suspend the 
planned 1raplementation of their prcposed multiple use de=ision for wild horse 
management within the Basalt Allotment. During this period of suspension, the 
Walker Resource Area should conduct :he followin;: 

,. Formally Lleet and consult with the M?WHT Steering Committee: 

a. Address the Walker Resource Area's findi~gs regarding :he c;;,~•= 1 

boundary of the MPWHT; 

the find1r~gs, ,:,n 

objectives of the 1988 CRP for the MPWHT; 

C, Identify cny resultant amendments or revisions :!1ay 
be warranted by changes in the official boundaries of the MPYHT; 

d. Incorporate in~o the Walker Resource Area's decis:on document tor 
nanagement of wi:d horses on the Basalt Allctraent any ;ssues and 
concerns of the Stearing Committee reg3rding potential impacts to 
the t·-~p:;1-1 ~ere:. 

~. Consult with the District Ranger of the White Mountain Ranger Diitrict, 
Inyc National Forest, concerning specific management objectives your 
agency has concerning wild horse use on the Basalt Allotne~t, and ho~ 
th~se otjec~ives may i~pact the White Mountain Wil~ Horse Herd. Issues 
or concerns which the District Ranger may have regarding those 
ubJ~~Ll,c= =huwld aiso be addressed in your agency's decision dccunent 
for ~anagement at wild horses within the Basalt Allotment. 

-· you have any questicns or concerns regarding this protest, please contact 
Randy Karstaedt, Acting District Ranger on the Mono Lake Ranger District of the 
Inyo National ijorest, at :GI9l 

S1ncerely, 

h-r~~~~ /t Forest Supervisor 

051 
D53 
Steer· i ng 

.• ., " .-, ,-,_,....r, 
C::4:i /-.,:,l._l\_/l~ 1 

FS-6200-28a (5/84) 
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