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May 18, 2007 

NOTICE OF PROPOSED ACTION 

STATE: 

COUNTY: 

FIELD OFFICE: 

PROPOSED ACTION: 

WILDERNESS AREA: 

Background 

Nevada 

Washoe and Humboldt 

Surprise Field Office 

Gathering and Removal of wild horses from the Wall Canyon 
East, Nut Mountain, Massacre Lakes and Bitner Herd 
Management Areas (HMAs) 

Massacre Rim Wilderness Study Area (CA-020-1013), and the 
East Fork High Rock Canyon Wilderness Area (N74464). 

This Notice of Proposed Action supplements an earlier notice issued on September 7, 2005 for the 
gathering and removing of wild horses from the Wall Canyon East, Nut Mountain, and Bitner Herd 
Management Areas in fiscal year 2006. This gather was postponed and is now scheduled for late in 
fiscal year 2007 and affect horses within the East Fork High Rock Canyon wilderness. BLM also 
plans to gather the Massacre Lakes Herd Management Area (HMA) affecting horses within the 
Massacre Rim wilderness study area. 

Approximately 18% or 14,125 acres of East Fork High Rock Canyon Wilderness Area occurs within 
the Wall Canyon East and Nut Mountain HMAs. The Massacre Lakes and Bitner Herd Management 
Areas occur within the Massacre Rim Wilderness Study Area (WSA), (see attached maps). 

Description of the Proposed Action 

The Surprise Field Office proposes to gather and remove excess wild horses to achieve Appropriate 
Management Level (AML). The wild horses would be gathered by using a helicopter, and gathering 
facilities would be located outside of wilderness or WSA boundaries. Collectively, the above 
mentioned four herd management areas (aka Nut Mountain Complex) have an AML of 75-125 wild 
horses, and an estimated 372 wild horses would be removed. The AMLs for the Wall Canyon East, 



Nut Mountain, and Bitner Herd Management Areas were established by environmental assessment 
number CA-028-93-03. The environmental affects of gathering and removing wild horses from these 
herd management areas was analyzed in environmental assessment CA-370-05-28, and Decision 
Record dated October 18, 2005. For the Massacre Lakes Herd Management Area an environmental 
assessment will be completed prior to gather operations. 

If you have comments on this proposed activity please contact Steve Surian at the Surprise Field Office 
at the address above, or at 530-279-2712. The comment period for this notice will close on June 20, 
2007. 

Sincerely, 

).J ~ J.-~ .,,,___ (cu:+ i vi-') J 
Surprise Field Manager 

Attachments: 
Wall Canyon East and Nut Mountain Herd Area map 
Massacre Lakes and Bitner Herd Area map 
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