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Charces of exyreme population fnrcreases are pot based rnpon any o Tricn!
reseaxch or reliable studics and are prenature, speculative and highly prvejudicial,
They reflect an insidious campeipn to discredit those whe supnort protection,
mararanent and control of these animals thaot have beer ruthlessl- and relentliessly
captured and removed from public lands because, in the words cof th~se who use and
abuse the ranges for personal financial gain, “thev are of neither edilile nor trod
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"Population Ixplosion’ ii:st niade headlines when an article appearod
the l.o8 Anceles Times of larch 3, 1974, Recormizin: iL asz a toel that coutd ie
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effectively used against proter:ion of the animals, T traced the statement to its
source and it turned out tu be a BILM oificial who readily admitted to giving the
reporter that information, then added "I made a statement of 207 increase and 1
was wrong.'" He went on to explain to me that it was a2 computed percentage arrived
at on this basis: "Starting with equally sexed animals, you compute an cptimum
population potential. Assume they are of totally even age structure, from 1 to
20 years, and they start breeding at two years of age, produce first foal at threw,
stop producing at 17, live three more years afrer that. No death loss; no other
problems. Every foai that is born lives and every adult horse also lives out its
full span. You will come up with 417. Divide by two and you come up with 207%."

In their report to Congress, the Secretaries point out that more horses
and burros are being found on the national resource lands than first estimated.
this s difficult for me to believe. 1In tigh of the sealous and unremitting
efforts of ranchers and land management agencies under pressure from domestic
livestock operators duc for the most part to livestock over-use, it appears unlikelw
that even the most remote and inaccessible areas would have escaped wminute scrutiaoy
to ligitimize n claim of over-population in their bitter opposition to passage of
the Wild Horse and Burro Act of 1971.

With the BLM and Forest service now responsible for the animals, and
keeping in mind churges of population explosion since 1971 and imabiliiy to manage
and control without aircraft, two possibilitics pecome apparent:

1. Either the law c¢nacted by Congress in 1959 to prohibit the usc of airplane.
and mechanized vehicles was not enforced, thereby resulting in the harvest of the
animals to a1 poiat where the nopulation {(prior to 1971) was not considered to be
a +alil busis for opposition to enactment of the 1971 law:

OR

2. The population explosion "alarm'", having no basis in rescarch but rather the
result of a computation based upon a2 number of assumptions, was conjured up to
provide ammunition for further attack upon the right of theso apimals to the use
ot our punlice lands . . and upon our right to insure that use for them,

It was quite evident at the hearine that a number of the Senior, were
not convinced of the necessity tor amending the Act a3 recommended by th Intwiinn
Departmoent, and I was most interested to near that the Forest Service has aoted
ne anpreciab!c dincerease in the numbers of «wild horaos and burres on land wdniniat wod
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Viima B, Jehnston (Mr., Charles ¢
Wild Horse Annie
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