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Yours is one of the many letters we are receiving co11cern1iig recent 
wire-service nc-.,.; releases carrying the predict ion ttut wild horses in 
many areas of the \.'est face :.dmost cerL1in st.1r,.:atiun this winter dc,e to 
over-population in certain areas and to extremely poor range couditions. 
The releases also indicat~ that one organization hc1s bebun stockpilin;; 
hay at its ranch 1n anticipc,tioi, uf a hard wi11Ler a1Hl continued federal 
inaction. 

Although premature, and guesswork at best, charges of over-populatio11 
may have some basis in fact at some future timt·, but until private!\ owned 
Lorses now in trespass on public lands are removed, there is i;u possible 
way to estimate the nurnbe r of wild horses there a re on the ranges, or 
whdher there will be a sL1rvation crisis. lt is this type of con1ect1.re 
tiic,t c:iuses public concern and unwarranted er it ic ism of those respo1,~ ibie 
for t:1e welfare of wild horses and burros, including the National ,, ild 
tiorse and ourro Advisorv Board. 

The Advisory Board, a requirement of the Wild llorse and !Lrro .\ct, 
had its first meeting in January of this year and in its three meetiitgs 
has reviewed in depth the regulations drawn up by tLe F\ureau of Land 
:!nl1dgernent and the Forest Service to carry out provisions of cl,e Act. 
Some were approved by the Advisory tloard, and changes were recomme,1ded 
to strengthen others. This assignment was completed by the Advisory 
Board in July of this year and submitted tu tl;e Sccn'taries l)f A~rict,lturc, 
and Interior for their acceptance. The revised re 6 ulations we1il int,1 
effect on the 15th of this month, and the first to be carried c>ul will bL' 
the removal of privcdely owueJ trespass horses. lndividL,als cl:limin;c, 
ownership of horses or burros on public lands wli 1clt .ue not authorized b· 
a cL.rrent license or pennit must file their claims b :,ovembL:r l'Jtt,, and 
thereafter bei;in the removal of their .. rnimals to wlticli private uwr~ersliip 
h.:.,s :)een proved. 

,athering will be do1,e under the direct supervision of tl·e bureau ol 
Lrnd .L"bnagernent or the rorest ::3ervice i11 order to safe~uard wi lrl !1urseo, 
tL.Jt could easily be subjected to l1,1rassment or to cl"iming i£ sLrict 
proof of ownership were not required. \-iiLli increased demands tor 11llrse
mc'at for hcunrn and animal consumption pushint the price to 3:.'· per pou!ld 
,.11tcl more on the hoof, it is reasonable to predict tlcctt all pri.att·!, u1,v,.erl 
horses will be claimed, and in some instances attempts will be n:ade tu 
cldim ownership of wild horses r1111nin 6 witl1, or in close proximit·-' t0, 

those privately owned animc1ls now in trespass. 

Relocation of excess numbers of wild horses to less populated ..-1re .. 1:; 
was also brought out by the spokesman in tlie news release. Sucl1 a re
location progrJIU would be di[ficLJlt, if not imposs1blL', t,1 carr: 1>,1t 1,ff 

two reasons: 
·FI - provisior.s of tl.e \lild iiorse and i\11rrL1 /,ct pru·,ibit ti•e 

relocation or wild horses or burros to areas of tt,e public la1 us 1,.l,"'r" 
they did r,ot exist at the time of passage of legisldLio:1; 



.,nu ,·> - ,1il,', t1,,~fer Lo <.1re.1s wl"·rc: tilt'\' ,:1i cxisl wu, l,i 
uwvi.taLly rnt:'et with stron:,; --'ppositi,1n trrn11 ti,e ✓ Jr1td LLerests ,Jlreadv 
t•::;tc1bli::;lleJ tlil're that consider these ai,inuls t,1 Lle 1inwelco111e i11Lruders, 
l'VL·L though tLL, land Joe::; dL'ltully belong to tilt.: pt,blic - •;uu .::rnJ ml, -
,,1,d those corm11ercial users art.: L1,,·re by pen:1lt only. !he horror ot t, ,.· 
tr:1gic illegal roundup of wil,i t1orses b•; ran,l,in):; ii,terests i11 i,Li:10 
earlier this vear is still tres!, i.11 the minds ul ti;e public, a1,J is 1ndi

c.1live ot the lengths to which these commercial iutercsts will ~o tu 
eli1c1inale wild horses and burros. (SEE ENCLllSUkE\ 

Although gl'nerally L1vored by the public that is not fami 1 iar witl. 
ti it' innnens i ty ot t.he mill ior,s of acres of public 1 ands upon wL 1c t: wild 
horses and burros roam, auxiliar,, teeding is virtuc1lly impossible to 
cctrrv out, dut to the inacct•ssibility <Jt thL' i1.1bitat of the ar,i11,c1ls, c1,1d 

will'l'l'd::; stockpili1:g of h<1y misl,t l:elp JL·ss t,c1t, a Lundred wild ltorsl::, 
l:,rout;h a Lc1rd winter, orily the rl'.liei of over-grazir~g pressures u:i ti.e 
rn ·s L.lll iJe of significant 1,clp in .,ssuring the s,Jr·✓ ival '.Jf tl,e ,F.ir.:,,:!-i 

i(emo•,al of priv,1tely owned trespass hor:;es will 1:ateriall_. reduce 
ck,nces oi st.1rvdt ion of tile \•:ild llnes alid allow a measure of r.11,c'.l' 
rL·ccn•vr:-' which is lLe long tern1 goal to correct present range i,1adeqL.dC'.'. 
Re111uv,il uf trespas::; L..1Ltll' dS ,,.,..,11, and in some ir;sta1:ct.:s redt1cti~1:·: i:1 

ti,L· excess numbers ot lict.:Lsed cattle litiJt luvc contributed to ra·:bt.'. 
d,m1..1ge, will al101✓ for rar,ge rL'covery. 

\.,l hope thl· furq;oi1,,'. 1,t:lps to clarity the sit,1atiou 1or ;iO,,, d.,d 
plc:1se k11ow !tow TT'uch we appreciate your contacting 11s in this !l.aLtt:'r. 

\elma B .. Johns 
Cl,a innan - Boa 



TO THE UHTOR, 
LOS ANGS..ES TIMES, 
TI~ Ml RROR SQUARE 
LOS ANGELES , CALIFORNIA 90012 

My dear Sir: 

140 Greenstone ~rive, 
Reno, Nevada 89504. 
March 9, 1974 

After reading the article in the Sunday (Mar. 3rd) edition of your 

newspaper concerning legislation enacted by Congress for the rrotection, mana~e

ment and control of 'W'ild horses and burros, I can only imagine how appalled my 

supporters in behalf of these animals "Were "When they read the comments attr"i buted 

to me by your staff writer. I, too, was appalled. I have never ma.de a statement 

that could be interpreted that the "law gees, perhaps, a bit too far", nor }rn,.·e I 

ever conceded that they (the 'Wild horses) are nrultiplying rapidly. Such a state

ment woulci be presumptuous and irresponsible, as there is no agreement among 

biologists that such is the case. 

Strongest opnonents to :·ecogni tion of the rights of 'Wild horses and burn i 

on public lands are those engaged in the domestic livestock industry whose llor;LinW1t 

Uf,E' of rub1ic lanrls (your land and mine) for private financial vain has somehow 

g~ vPn them the 'ciea thA lanes are their o'W'D exclusive ,,rorerty nL,: everything no, 

co::unercially rrofi tbble to thernsel ves must be ellrrJ.nated. This cicminant U'. ,, : s 

nc lonpr Justified by the mere 1% of beef and 6% of st:eep marketed w,t: ,.r;.:: 1,e 

LLu t i '.3 rai ~ed on the public lands. 

It is a belief shared by State F'i::c:h anci Game Commissions whose }j\e~ihc.o,.,, 

depend upon keepinr, the µ.tblic lands abuncantly stocked with target animaJ s to 

rrovL:e a haq:y hunting ground for hunters and industries related to :.1;n-:" ng. \i U 

horses nnc burros are not trophy anima.ls, nor are they edible. They ~o net r·nr( 0 h 

the coffrrs of Fi sh and Ge.me Co::t:".l: o,si on.s. 

A:· for the ouini on ,:;xprPsserl by u. sriokPSIDPJ1 for t:'1e f•,irt>au r,f Lan:l 

groups it is difficu.i.t : ·r som' ; U,,>ir 1,e:·:r,nn(•J t,,; ,_ci,'u;;t their thiaking 1n 
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~,,,,.,t:c livestock. Ee rred·rt,, it \.!1.]l Le >:,0ss't)~t; t·, "manage and c:ntrol" 

,,i '.! :_,1;: Uit: 11se of a.i rpla.nes anc mecha.ni zed vehicles. .,ace.des of bJ oo:.;,,y and 

.n'.liscr~:ninnte annihilation 0f wild horses and burros, unt-:er the agency's direction 

::n ,,rder to :nake r.1ore grazing land available for domes'.ic livestock, we~: a black 

0 Lnr,ter in the hi story of man's abt:se of F.r.imals until a.n act of Congre:c;s in 19'.i) 

1\ + lnw!d thnt r.nedient means of "m.'marement ll.nr: ccrntJol". It i ,: unlikely t.he :1:~·Jic 

;,:,:<. 1 ,·t ar.y :nove to resto:-e a riractice tLut '.loul hfain, intvi t:1o]y, lear: to 

. ff•r-zPFil 01 . pror,rams through its very expedi oncy. 

Pr.SS':f'e r,f the 1071 Wilrl Hcrse an:l Bt:rro h.ct doe!" not rrov ce the •n:t.~,ctic.n 

c,:..,r,r,ortPrs had sruf'.ht, and lea.r.f. ht>av:ly toward manugem.,nt and control. It i,: a 

"'e~l-kr,own fact ar:onr t.>·,o~e most cognizant r.;f the role rlayed by state B...'1G loca.l 

'.'fici•ils :n "arrying out the provisions of the Act tbr.t the::r p,rt:cipatlon .:.n 

deten·J nation of ownership of free-roaming hcrse s Lll'lc.3 lmrros .ri 11 cont:. rrun to ;-esul t 

· '. ab11ses. As pointed out by the staff vri ter, it is not unc,nnnon for ranchers anci 

in:_ nectors to simrly ar,ree: "You lie and I I lJ svenr to it. 11 ~Jor is i l un1..' :..;:: nl that 

"in;:-:;,ee ~ors go on our ( the rnnchers 1) vorc h&lf th9 timP anyi,;a.y. 11 In,:~-.:en-t"s occur 

';,,·, ·}:,' ·1er:fy the fact t"lat "No inspector in 1e,is r""ght mind .is fc:in,. 'c h:;n tt11y 

·~. l · ,·_,;,~;e loose", a statement attributed to a major buyer of wi 1d horses : :r 

, .. <: fornia pet food firms. Unfortunately, in order to move the \,'ilJ Ho.rest ,:;.~ '.; ,rrc 

legi slat.~ on through Congress, as a co:npromi se measure the provision for Stll tf' ·,nd 

local agency participation was inserted i nlo the oririna.l legis'..ution, ·.;ea:~ening 

its effectiveness for other thar. r..anarement and control due t0 1)revai linr Rt ti tudes 

0n state and local levels. 

In c losi n£, ·:1DY I say that contrary tn the writer I s evaluation c,f ITJ 

0 ::ini ,ns, the 1/ild Horse Wlc Purro Act of 1971 does :~Cl':' go too far, but to the 

contrary should be strengtriened in some arer:s; ,no ·is :nr thPre being a : opu.lation 

exr1onion, lacking st11·.:ics of 'ahese an:imtd: at t.\.;:is time suet a statement is 

purely prejudicial an: srecula+i.ve. Cert,,;nl~; it, is not ny oninion. 

~ ~idmr, b. '. -:L: !:c,rse A:mie) Johnston 
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ADDITIONAL SUGGESTED READING FOR THOSE INTERESTED IN THE 
EFFORT TO SAVE THE WILD HORSES AND BURROS OF OUR COUNTRY: 

AMERICA'S LAST WILD HORSES by Hope Ryden 
Publisher: E. P. Dutton & Company, Inc., 

New York, New York 
'lrlr*-lrlrlr*'lrlrlr*~•••••••*************-rlrlrlr-lt***ttH••••••••••• .. *'lrlrlt 

MUSTANG-WILD SPIRIT OF TIIE WEST by Marguerite Henry 
Publisher: Rand-McNally, Chicago, Illinois 

-lrlr-lrlt-lrlr+k'lt*-lrlt'*'k~*H••••••••k'**•••••••Jrlrk**'Wc*******-lrlr***** 
THE MUSTANGS by J. Frank Dobie 

Publisher: Little, Brown & Company 
Boston, Massachusetts 

**-lrlr-lrlt-lrlt*-Jri,-lrlr*'lt It*• A A A ••trlt'lrlt**'lrlrlrH*****-lrlrA A* A Mc *******-lrlr*-lrlr 
THE WILD HORSE OF 'mE WEST by Walker D. Wyman 

Publisher: University of Nebraska Press 
*""**'lrlr*-lrlrlt-Jrl,****-Jrlt-lrlt:********'*************************'k**"**** 

MUSTANGS: A RETURN TO THE WILD by Hope Ryden 
Publisher: nie Viking Press, New York, New York 

-lrlt******"'t'lrlr*"*********'k********'lrlrlr****~*******"************ 
SAN DOMINGO. THE MEDICINE HAT STALLION by Marguerite Henry 

Publisher: Rand-McNally, Chicago, Illinois 
****-lr*****-lrlrk**********'k*-lrlr*****-lr***************-lrlrlr***-Ht-Ht** 

THE WILD HORSE KILLERS by Mel Ellis 
Publisher: Holt, Rinehart & Winston, New York 

*'lrlr*"***H**************-Ht****************"*****'**-Hrltlt •A,\ A••••* 
ASSES VS, JACKASSES by Wm. G. Long 

Publisher: Criteron Inc., The Touchstone Press 
Portland, Oregon 

-Ht**-lr***********************'****************************"***** 
WILD BURRO RESCUE by Robert Franklin Leslie 

Publisher: Childrens Press, Chicago, Illinois 
-lrlt*****************'*********"'tH*******"'********************** 

THE BURRO by Frank Brookshier 
Publisher: University of Oklahoma Press, 

Norman, Oklahoma 
*'****-lrlr**-lrlr******************************-lrlr***"'************* 

SAVE THE MUSTANGS! HOW A FEDERAL LAW IS PASSED 
by Ann Weiss 

Publisher: Julian Messner/A Division of Simon and 
Schuster, Inc., New York, New York 

**-lrlr************"'*****"'************************ •••• * ••• *. J.-Ht 

WILD HORSES OF CANADA by Nonna Bearcroft 
Publisher: J. A. Allen & Co., Ltd, 

London, England 
***'k-lrlr-lrlr***********************-lrlt-lrlt******-lrlt***********-lrlt***** 

THE HORSE OF THE AMERICAS by Robert M. Denhardt 
Publisher: University of Oklahoma Press, 

Norman, Oklahoma 
-lrlr*********************************-lrlr***********-lrlt********** 

SAGEBRUSH OJUNTRY by Donald Dale Jackson 
Publisher: The American Wilderness 

Time - Life Books, New York, New York 
-lrlt*-lrlr*******-k-k***-lrlt********"*****-lrlr******-k'k-Jt-lrlt***-lrlt*****"'-k-lt:*** 

MARCH - 1977 
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