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Memorandum
To: Carol Evans, Fisheries Biology Specialist
From: Aric Krueger, Biological Techincian

Subject: Winter’s Creek 2001

Before performing stream survey data collection on Winter’s Creek you contacted Ellison
Ranching to see if one of their representatives would like to attend. I was told to pick up .
Radacavich at the Spanish Ranch Office on the way to the creek. Nycole Burton and I pici
up on the way to the stream as we discussed. The conditions at Winter’s Creek were very |
due to overuse by livestock. While perforrmng stream survey data collection on Winter’s (
Mr. Radacavn:h told me that th! were out yesterday and today moving cattle «

screek. This was on 11/06/2001. I have since found out that the cattle should have been ot
06/30/2001.
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To: Clint Oke, Chnfobbins., Ray Lister, Karl Sgheetz, ParCoffin

From: Carol Evans /% q .
Subj: Winters Creek Z CL( &
Date: 12-7-01

species (or at least it did pnor to the 1994 Mahogany S ;
fire, grazing was initiated the following season with disastrous results to the stream.
With little or no protective bank cover, Winter’s Creek essentially became a gully with a
nearly complete sedimentation of the streambottom. Fire closure criteria did not
consider condition of riparian areas prior to reauthorization of grazing. It is unknown
whether trout survived the combination of fire and overgrazing. None have been seen in
recent years.

With the construction of the Mahogany Springs EFR fence, an opportunity existed to
limit the season of use for the purpose of improving stream and riparian habitat
conditions. Ellison Ranching Co. supported a proposal for early use (6/30 off) which
was implemented in 1998.

Excellent results for both burned aspen stands and for Winters Creek with the application
of early grazing between 1998 and 2000 ( refer to the attached photo).

In 2001, Ellison Ranch indicated they did not want to be limited to early use in the
pasture although they agreed to a 3/25/01 to 6/30/01 use date on the license (attached). It
is my understanding cattle continued to be present until around mid July. Chris Robbins
checked the field at this time and I believe cattle were removed on or around July 15" at
BLM'’s request.

In November 2001, I sent Aric Kruegar and Nzcole Burton to Winters Creek to complete
a stream survey. Jay Dee Radacavich, an employee of Ellison Ranching Co.,
accompanied them. From the stream survey data it was apparent cattle had been present
beyond mid July (see attached photo). Mr. Radacavich also confirmed cattle were
present in the pasture through the first week of November.

It is frustrating for me to see such backwards movement in terms of riparian
management. Unfortunately, this situation was the rule rather than the exception in 2001.



- Winters Creek

Winter’s Creek. S-2. 6/30/99. Stream response following conversion of season of use from hot
season to early (6/30) off starting in 1998 and continuing through 2000.

Winter’s Creek. S-2. 11/6/01. Stream response following reinition of seasonlong grazing in
2001. Cattle were liscensed from 3/25/01 until 6/30/01. Although a BLM compliance inspection
revealed cattle were removed by approximately mid July, field surveys on 11/6/01 and 11/7/01
and discussions with a ranch employee indicated cattle returned to the pasture and were present
through the first week of November.




BILL NUMBER:

HORSESHOE SEEDING 544 C 04/01/01 06/30/01
HORSESHOE SEEDING 1% H 04/16/01 11/30/01
ROCK CREEK SEEDING 20 C 04/16/01 04/16/01
ROCK CREEK SEEDING 95 C 04/17/01 04/24/01
ROCK CREEK SEEDING 135 C 04/25/01 04/30/01
ROCK CREEK SEEDING 185 C ©5/01/01 05/19/01
ROCK CREEK SEEDING 120 C 05/20/01 05/31/01
ROCK CREEK SEEDING 20 C 06/01/01 06/30/01
ROCK CREEK SEEDING 115 € 09/01/01 10/31/01
NATIVE 663 C 03/16/01 04/04/01
NATIVE « 973 C 04/05/01 04/09/01
NATIVE 1195 C 04/10/01 04/18/01
NATIVE 2195 C 04/19/01 04/19/01
NATIVE 2895 C 04/20/01 04/21/01
NATIVE 3495 C 04/22/01 04/22/01
NATIVE 3680 C 04/23/01 05/01/01
NATIVE 3798 € 05/02/901 05/19/01
NATIVE 3895 C 05/20/01 05/30/01
NATIVE 3995 C 06/01/01 09/01/01
NATIVE 3505 C 09/02/01 09/15/01
NATIVE 2705 C 09/16/01 10/01/01
NATIVE 1505 C- 10/02/01 10/05/01
NAT VR 605 C 10/06/01 10/31/01
NATIVE 505 C 11/01/01 11/15/01
NAT LVE 70 C  11/16/01 11/30/01
FENCED FEDERAL RANG 12 € 03/01/01 02/28/02
~ 01023 SPANISH RANCH
WINTERE CREEK 500 C 03/25/01 05/30/01~
NATIVE 500 C 03/25/01 05/31'01
NAT1VE 666 C 04/01/01 04/01/01
NATIVE 1106 C 04/02/01 04/04/01
NATIVE 1906 C 04/05/01 04/19/01
NATIVE 2026 C 04/20/01 05/09/01
NATIVE 2076 C 05/10/01 06/30/01
NATIVE 2576 C 07/01/01 09/01/01
RILL NUMBER: G27152993 ELLISON RANCHING CO.
ALLOT
----- LIVESTOCK_ _-BEGIN ’ _END
PASTURE NUMBER k*thPRIGL “PERIOD
N1022  APANISH KANCH -
NAY [V 2076 C 09/02/01 09/15/01
NATIVE 1376 C 09/16/01 10/15/01
NAY (VE 376 C 10/16/01 11/061/01
NATIVE , Ly 76.,,C 11/02/01 11/30/01
;o FRMOKE FEDRRAL RANG bR €L 03494/01 02/28/702
D1N01T  ANDRAK
7850 ¢ 0%/04/01 04/06/01
86 C  04/07/01 04708701
TUTe 0 94/09/01 (04/10/01
1140 ¢ 04/11/01 04730701
1340 C 05/01/01 07/01/01
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