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The Nut Mountain is administered by Annual Operating Plans that are backed by 10 year permits and the terms and conditions of the 1982 Allotment Management Plan.  By regulations and current land use plan management actions, the allotment is evaluated by Rangeland Health Assessments that determine proper functioning conditions outlined by policy and subject to the Rangeland Standards and Guidelines of the Surprise Resource Management Plan.

To best align the previous allotment decisions, the allotment management plan, state resource management plans and present land use plan, the Department of Wildlife recognizes the following:

Federal Land Use Decision
Standards for Rangeland Health and Guidelines for Livestock Grazing Management – April 1998.

Record of Decision Surprise Resource Management Plan – April 2008

Record of Decision Black Rock Desert and National Conservation Area – July 2004

Nut Allotment Management Plan - ?
Wild Horse Gather and Removal Bitner, HighRock, Nut Mountain and Wall Canyon HMA  EA  June 22, 1993

High Rock Wildlife Management Plan September 1984

Nevada State Resource Plans
Nevada Wildlife Action Plan

Massacre Sage Grouse Population Management Unit Conservation Plan

Nevada’s Mule Deer Plan
Elk Species Management Plan

Antelope Species Plan

Bighorn Species Management Plan

Nevada Partners in Flight Conservation Plan
Regulatory and policy mandates require agencies to define Proper Functioning Conditions of Desired Plant Communities. Rangeland Health Assessments with Ecological Site Descriptions can provide the foundations for these essential elements of land use planning goals, objectives and monitoring.  Appendix B of the Surprise Field Office Resource Management Plan explains, by decision, that Desired Plant Communities will establish goals, objectives, Standards and Guidelines to the allotment level planning process under NEPA.
DESIRED PLANT COMMUNITY – STREAM
Species            Functioning        Functioning at Risk             Non-Functioning

Willows/Aspen  >80%                   40—80%                                      <40%

Rose

Nebraska Sedge <20%                   20-60                                           >60%

Noxious weeds     none                     <5%                                           >5%

Key Species:  Willow, Aspen, chokecherry, ribies, Rose, Sedge
Standard:                     Desired Plant Canopy Cover

Guidelines:                      30% utilization of woody species

                                          6 inch stubble height for Sedges

Wildlife: Brook trout, speckle dace, sharp-shinned hawk, Coopers hawk, red tailed hawk,  mountain chickadee, red shafted flicker, garter snake, great-horn owl
Allotment Pastures: Mountain Pasture, Hanging Rock Pasture
DESIRED PLANT COMMUNITIY – RIPARIAIN WETLANDS

Species            Functioning          Functioning at Risk          Non-Functioning

Sedge/Grass          80%                     20-80%                              <20%

Forb                      <20%                    20-80%                              >80%

Rush                     <20%                    >20%                                  <40%

Rose                      <2%                      >2%                                    >5%

Noxious Weed       None                     <5%                                   >5%

Key Species: Willows, Sedges, Rush

Standard:            Desire Plant Canopy Cover

Guidelines:          6 inch stubble height for sedges and rushes
Wildlife:  Sage Grouse, mule deer, antelope, California bighorn sheep, willow flycatcher, northern harrier
Allotment Pastures:  All
DESIRED PLANT COMMUNITY – SAGEBRUSH
Species              Functioning            Functioning at Risk          Non-Functioning

Sagebrush           10-25%                      <10%>25%                      <5% at/over 10 years

Forbs                     5-50%                         <5%                               <5%

Grasses                15-65%                         <10%                              <10%

Noxious Weed         None                             <5%                               <5%

Key Species: Sage brush, Thurber’s Needle grass, Webber’s Needle grass, Sandberg’s bluegrass, forbs

Standards:  Desired Plant Canopy Cover
                   RAC Standards 

                    Sage grouse Standards
Guidelines:   Moderate Utilization Limit or stubble height of residual                 

                      Heights.

                      Sage grouse Conservation Guidelines.
Wildlife: Sage grouse, pygmy rabbit, antelope, mule deer, California bighorn sheep, mountain bluebird, Brewer’s sparrow, sage sparrow, sage thrasher, short-horned lizard.      

Allotment Pastures- All pastures          

DESIRED PLANT COMMUNITY - ASPEN

Species                 Functioning            Functioning at Risk           Non-functioning

Aspen                      >40%                        10-40%                              <10%

Juniper                     <15%                        15-40%                               >40%

Sapling                     >500 acre                 >50% Adult                         <50% Adult

                                                                   <500 saplings                      <500 saplings

Forbs                        <2%                           2-25%                                   >25%

Grasses                     <5%                           5-30%                                   >30%

Shrub                        <5%                           5-30%                                   >30%
Noxious Weed          None                           <5%                                     >5%

Key Species:  Aspen, Serviceberry, Carex, Bluegrass
Standard:  Desired Plant Community Canopy

                 Diverse Age Structure

Guidelines:  No more than 20% utilization limits on woody species.

                   Moderate use limitations on grass species. 

Wildlife:  Northern goshawk, Cooper’s hawk, sharp-shinned hawk, mountain bluebird, mule deer

Allotment Pastures: All

DESIRED PLANT COMMUNITY – MOUNTAIN BRUSH

Species               Functioning            Functioning at Risk                     Non-functioning

Shrubs                  25-60%                     10-25%                                         <10%

Forbs                    >10 %                        5-10%                                          >50%

                             30-65% grass             10-30% grass

Grass                     < 5%                          5-30%                                           > 30%

Noxious Weed         None
                   <5%                                            >5%

Key Species: Bitterbrush, Serviceberry, Mountain Mahogany, smooth brome, dandelion

Standard:  Desired Plant Community Canopy 

                 Proper Form Class of three or better

Guidelines:  No more than 20% utilization of woody species.

                    Moderate utilization limits on grass species.

Wildlife:  Mule deer, green-tailed towhee, short-horned lizard 

Allotment Pastures:         Massacre Lakes, Upper Field, Mountain Pastures
RELATED FACTORS AND LAND USES

Massacre Management Unit - Resources and risks to wildlife habitat justify the suppression criteria for 25 or less acres 90% of the time.  The lack of a natural fire regime for the unit dispels the prescribed fire strategies in sagebrush and mountain brush communities. We support mechanical removal of juniper from sage grouse breeding and nesting habitats, bitterbrush, aspen, mahogany, riparian and timber communities. 
Nut Mountain and Bitner Herd Management Areas have outdated appropriate management levels affecting the Nut Mountain Allotment.  Herd Management Area suitability assessments were not conducted in the Surprise Field Office Resource Management Environmental Impact Statement.  Presently, the private land holdings will compromise the herd’s ability to sustain itself.  Numbers suggest that a viable genetic pool to sustain this herd is inadequate.  Appropriate management levels for these herds were determined by use pattern mapping of specific riparian habitats recognized as Key Areas used only by horses (Page 31).  This allotment has always been jointly used by wild horses and livestock.  While the strategy to determine AML may be accurate, the past decision is seriously flawed and not supported with rangeland health or rangeland monitoring data.
The issue requires attention to validate the AML or adjusted as necessary.  If cooperative agreements are not made with the private holding, the HMA is unsuitable.

