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CCr!ccivc:- niu~t Oc z. t, · .. :c 10•;,.· 1 :_,f 
freedom--c,!1c ·.i.1Lo yenrns t ,;, c.:xtt.:n:~ 
freedom to ~11 mr.nkir.,J.. · Vir1it~~: in 
ani1,,att!'d e:-:pec:~r.cy or ru:i:\i n ~ ir1 
&~cl frt .. •~Jo:n , the r.:'J'i-tang -..vas 
t!1e mo!.~! bccn1tiful, tlH: ;:.o~:.t s~•i-:'..t---d 
ar~d the r.,~s: in~;->i.ri~i~h-; er·..::.~~:;..· 
tc, print foul on U1E.:: gr:1s:~cs c.f 
A:1a.nica'' 

Lee - Interior 3609 

INTERIOR SETS UP 435, 000-ACRE f11WEN FOR \'/J.LD HOHSES 

Th(;) "wild 11 horse--one of the most hfotudcally colorful animals of the \'.'ct1t••-

has been given a l+'.35,000-acre haven in soutb::1·11 Nevac1s., S2cre'.;,ary of th2 In~;0:ti0 1 · 

Stevmrt L. Udall a.nnounced today. The :refuge ;-ms established j n answer to plGns 

frorc, thousands of admirers of the free-ranging aniir.als; so;ne of whc'll ;,,re thought 

to be ren :o:e dcscendents of the early Spanfah mt1st211gi;. 

Tlw first publicly ov:ned refuge established for management and protect~ .0:1 of 

Y:ild hon,2s end burros is located in the northeast corner of -~he sprc,.'!J.:i.r1~ ,, 
practice renge of Nellis Air Force Base nor~n1sst of Las Vega3. Supervision er , 

the h:irsc r:.,,nee has been assig-ned to tbe Departn!.en.t 1 s Burer,u of Lane !,(::mi:;.f,Ji,iGnt . 

Cooperative a:rrangem~mts fer the range he. ve been wc,rkecl. out bet;·:een t:.r,e 
0cn~~nd2r of the Air Force baae, the Nevada State Di~ector of the Bureau of Lend 
M2n2.3:(:.:::r~:~t, and the NevadR Game anc~ Fish Ccni;nfas:!.on. Secret&ry Uc!&ll stres :::0G 
thet this is not a new withdrawal of public lands. 

"Preserving a typ:i.ca.l herd of fero: horses 1.r! one of the Nation 1 s mc:Jt 
isolated a:reas may prove difficult, but we Viill ma.kc the effort to a.ssul'e ~:.l·,c::-= 
of us '::ho adm:i.re the wD.d hor.=;e th at there \':ill alr'ct)'S be sc,rr:c cf thest:: 2.:::i.!;12.ls, '' 
Sccr0:t£>ry UdaJ.l s~::.d. "To msmy pcopl2, thi2 vri.ld hcrse is a symbol 0f an inc.:9iri .1,3 
er·:i in the \'.'est. 11 

The animals ranging on the Novae.le. area 2re consid ,~!'ed mixture3 ci' the .Sf:;,ir:_; ~,:, 
n111stc1ng;,~1 L-:.d:i.an ponies, c:nd cicmesU .c bor:,cs that l:.r.N~,: strnyecl or ;·.rr;;rf: o.1:?nc:c -:,·r-;.:! 
by tl,c- :'.1· o•t:2:'.:rs. OnJ.y cu.: G"·;1er~.ti,)n is r;22dcd ta c:h:•.nie 2 rlc:~:csU.c i:Jr.·,~d h::;::·~:,~ t .;,' 
a ,,_·t lc't 011-8, 
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He explained that there \':ere onc8 hundreds of thousands of v:ild ho'r'~ K)~ 
ru11gi11g over public lands in the \'!est. Epider:lics, st~1rva tion, and roundu 1 

drnstically reduced their numbel's so that the Bure;:rn of Land Managei:-ent now 
estimates that there are less than 15,000 animals in small, scatterEd her3s, 

According t0 one authority, the wild horse of today could be considered a 
,: feral exotic 11 --an introduced animal that has gone wild. Al th0ugh +,l1e ·degre e o!.' 
rel.ationship between the present wild horses and the ecirly Spanish rc:.is-'.:.angs varies, 
toc~ay I s horses probably bear little resemblance to the animals r;~i~~h st:!:•r.iyed frcm 
Spanish e:,:peditions, missj_ons, and settlements in the 16th and 17th cen~uries. 

While the rugged public lands in this Nevada region--one of tli.e largest 
roadless areas in the West--may support. o:.ly a few hundred wild ho:.:-ses, status 
as a permanent refuge is the first step to assure tha.t at ·le~st one wiJ.d he:1'.'d 
will be preEerved, Secretary Udall added~ 

Indians tamed some of the animals and used them to reign over the "//8st l,/tn 
the co:ning of civHj_zati.on--railrcads, ranchez ·s, and homesteaders spelled the end 
of their empire, 

Westward moving civilization meant an end t.o the way of life of many Indians 
and thej_r ponies, as domestic livestock and fences made their appc0.ranc2. By the 
end of \'/m.'ld i'/2.r I, vrhen many domestic horses \'rere simply abandoned on j;he . rnnge, 
the stro.:tn of Spanish mustangs remained then only as a trace in the bloodlines of 
wild horses. 

Competition for forage on the arid lands of the West heralded the decJ.ine of 
many herds of vrild horses. Stcckmen took measures to restrict the u~·e ot gr-: ... 2s 
t0 domestic animals, 

Roundups of wild horses first began when Indians coveted the fast poDies for 
saddle animals, and reached a peak when co.11mercial operatcrs entered the picture 
a few years ago for far different reasons. 

Using methods that v,ere not alvrays humane, Secrcti:i.ry Udr1ll exp~1 uined, rou..'1dU?S, 
sent thousands of the animals to pet food ecnneries. As a res•..;l t of some of these 
practices, a Federal la\7 was passed in 1959 preventing the use of · airplanP.s or 
motor vehicles in roundups en the public lands. Privately cv!ried le.nds are unde:?:" 
jurisdiction of the States in this respect, Secret&ry Udall expleinsd. 

Not a Showr,lace fQ..r \/./iJ.d Horses 

The new wild horse range in Nevada will not be a showplace for the anir:;nls, 
Secretary Udall said~ Scattered in rerr.ote areas of the huge range, many of the;n 
have never been seen by man--except at a distance--end will probably J.ivc cut 
their lives without the touch of a human being. 
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biggest proble::1s faced by the Dcpurtment in :i. ts seai ·· · ~ 
~s ccmpe~it:i.on. b7tvreen i:rlld horses and other ~tocl~: Si e t{~ 
1s nlreo.cty a m1l1 tary w1 thdra.vial nhere:: dcmestlc animals are //j:' 
hors,~s and wild game have shared this area in recent years. 

Part of the agreement between BLM and the Air Force assures access for range 
conservationists during weel:end periods vrher. practice firing r.cissi.ons fre halt ed . 

With the help of the Y:ildlife specialists frcm the Nevada Game and Fish 
Commission, range specialists will inventory available fcrage for use by wild 
horses and native wildlife, 

.. 

The isolated Nevada tract is the only Fed2ral area set aside for v1ild hors'3s. 
A herd which roarns Chincoteague Island in Virginia-- -probably descended from ship
wrecked Arabian horses--is not in an area specifically reserved for it. Ponies 
at Chincot<2ague, home of the fe.mous "Misty," of books and motion pictures, are 
owned by the local volunteer fire department but range over pa:rts of the 
Chincoteague National Wildlife Refuge. 

Elsewhere in the West, uncontrolled wild horses v.rill continue to remain a 
source of local and regional controversy. In large numbers, they can sharply 
reduce the amount of grass available for domestic liv2stock and for grazing 
species of wildlife such as antelope, Dama.ge ty sh,u·p hooves of the horses is 
espec:ially high during early s1-,ring when soil is stHl mo:i.st from winte-r · ·sno 1::s. 
Durine these µcriods domestic livestock is usually kept off the range, but '.'d.ld 
horses continue to graze. 

X X X 
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N~VAOA STATE OFFICE 
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f:.-0•1 :>ilv:.:~:·1)0•,1 ,,n t:ne~ 
•.-J:~i:L :;i.;~'.·:!:~d, two just 

·:-,~':'. fl.:i.t in Sec<:ion 10-li:, T. 1.:'L, R.1~9E., i::; L• Artr.-:Iijn (about 12 
r::.,:·,.~s/ ,\l.:ri). .-le !)l'(icccde ;'. to Fok 3pring whfch i:, fou;:- :::iles f:.-om the 
cc'.) ,;r; roads in Sr.ctLon lt i , ·r;,.e ratin;; deteriorntes r:-.:1idly, coing to 
.3'.: acres :>lus, Froi;i th~ trncks, there are about fifty h~nd of horses 
·.-:nt •'.!r:i.n:; <1.t Pol~ Sprinr:, r:~0. corridor from the flat to the S!)ring is 
:i-",:wily o·-12r used, Pc, 1.C! S·,r.i.n ,; is back in th~ tree:; a',out one Mi.le. 
:'1 f'. :or:-:all O?e:1. :,a:;eb:.-us:, a::r:2. ere tuo s~rings a1)out 7'.i feet npart. 
1~~y consist of ?ools ~bout 12.fcct across and 8 i~c~es to 12 inches 
dee~ in the ccnte~. n,ey nr~ currently adequate. (If necessary to 
develop, the area should be fenced with a pole corral. Dip out and 
rylecc a spring box in each spring, pipe to a reservoir below them,) 

·!::! tl1~n r-:turncd to the cro:-s roads in Section l';. and drove to Tunnel 
S:,ri .n::,. The range grasses imp1.·oves in Section 25 (same township and 
rc.1:13~) ancl then becomes a J.3 Atco-Clwila (40 acres plus) near the 
S)rini, 

Tunr.:•l :;,,,:ini; was devclori~cl in 1967 by BI11. It consistr. of an old 
t• . .mc1d, :,,,::-tJ.y cbsecl with railroad ties, pi~ed about ).00 feet with 
on0 i.nd: ,,lasti .c nirc to a steel trough H) feet by 2~ feet, A small 
rlo: 0[ ·-rnter. i::; not vis ah le for measuring. A small ovcrfl01,, pit is 
availabl ;:! hut the trou2,h evidently seldom overflows. This installation 
ir, satisfactory. 

Out on the TP.t. t Range, s:i.i< t:o\ cigh t miles east of th,~ :-:us tans Range were 
60 to :3() !10rGC$ or -.attlc, tN>\ f:ar away to be sure. 

South 0 -10st of Tunnel. Srring \i -:?:.·e 9f7/.1C-/-4/.lj2 • 33 h,1acl o;: horses. 
',,.,ere cattle, one ;ves a lo:1 •.~ ~ L:~!cl, 

Corral Sprinr: is a hole clu~~ into the ground, piped alrnut 7'..iO (cct 
steel . trough as at Tunnel .'.j:,rinc, The plastic riipc ·:as broken about 
5 feet from the trough and the water (1 gpm) is flo~in~ into n large 
c,vcrflow nit. This is barely satisfactory, A sprinz hox s!1ould be 
installed and the pine repaired and buried with roc~s to ~rotcct it, 

The little spring l,l► miles southeast of Corral Sprinr, was not 
examined, 

Th0. vegctntio- .1 changes fron 13 tyr,c to 4 type about one and one-half 
rnilct: south of Corrnl Sprin~. In 13cncral, the !. ty;')e contnins 3-5 
per cent gra:;s, Cnrryinr, ca:,c1city is low. 

.. 



-,· .... •• 
· .• ;.:, Llv .•·1 r!rocccdC'•:l tr, C<·rir,:: r,,:.;•; to the trou:~h on the. old ~ild Horse 
:·:f\n•:<, ,,i· ·<·U.n:~. Th:!.·::..:: · , --· ·::·· re-1:-d.cl <0nr• r.iiJ.e n:' ont? inch .,J.a.stic 
. \ ;,. ~ ~ · L n .~ ~-~ · / . ·~·:1,: ~-. 1: .· 11 . , ~ • / • 'i~: :? r ,? ~-:.; s u 1 .t ct:.'.! ~;..· 3;;:.; ::. n th c 
a::,::, :.::•r,t it ls r.::cori. ·1•:~11,'. ,d · 1.'1!: thi.c. ,,.,ater not he r<.)!)t?i:-~<l until 

• i ,·: ::::.·oc:: ·,c~--~d ca;; t: 1:hro:1'.'l 1 c.~,::.i:· ?n:;s. ·:::e moun tnin to tl~-~ scu th is 
c.- !~ }·""·~· - r.,r. :~ n~cl !')i.n~ trr. ~_ .... ~. :·•.-,·;:.;5.'~I:' sor-:~ ~-,at,~r •.~xi:; t;;, L·.Jt no 11orsc 
- ' l: (: ""'fJ t 

;c :::cc1: t'.1-:! rQe.d ~y •·._·es r:~·i(: ':.~~~ .. (on the nap) and 1-:cnt sout:1.. No 
road could be found to ::·1~~ ::i.:~::it sp:.-ing :narked. The scconcl spring 
hn5 not bf\e:1 develo;,eci but c'.,t:l:as indicate wntcr ::1 •~r,:?scnt. There 
i:; .i.:1 0ld :,:)::se tra::, jus ·t !'.".1:-th of the first sur.'.lllit, bc!.:·.,ccn the two 
~;r,d.!l·;-:.. 'I'hn a!:"ca has 1~c2:, :~~,wily used- by horses in t:1c ;,ast, but 
is ~c~ u~cd at present; Possibly this is winter country. Rating is 
f~C-!t.O Acre/ f.~'M. 

We nrocccdcd south to the junction 3.3 miles north of Gold Recd. 
/~out 2 ~ilc~ north of this cross roads the vegetation chan3es from 
i:. to 13 type. Carrying ca~aci ty doubles i:r.r:iediatcly. ,k proceeded 
no1.'.th th;:ous:i th•.:: 13 type ~,hi.ch varies fro:n S Acres to 20 Acre/AUM. 
',le w-:-nt to Cccfa.r i 1ells. !·io :1orscs were seen cast of C.:!dor !'ass, by 
th:~ 'Hlj'' 

Ced:rr ~-:ells is a pit fror.1 ·,h!.ch an ancie:1t steel pipc>linc :;ocs to a 
l'.j':,'1 1 mctnl trouirh, There i<; five feet of water in t!1e !')it but the 
:1i,..,cli:1e is dry, It war; 1:i~:-.:-d 5.n 19()7. About 2C0 fee:: e;ist of the 
t::-ou~h is an o::ien fl 1 x8 ':<i11 ;1i t uith sheer sides with about f.t. 1 of water 
in :i.t. This i;; a hazard. ·r~~..-:rc is little grnss in the aren and it is 
·.-.'(-.!t~!c. Th0 advisability 0f c\,~',tclo;'in3 this wntcr i5 do~bt[ul since 
cnttlc fro~ the cast would 1,,::-;iullcd into th0 ,,rco. 

:le t 11cn y::-o.:cedc·d t0 Cec1n!'.' S·~r.in:;. This was nn old headquarters, now 
[ all.rm clc•.m. :fatcr cc>.n r~e '.1::-,-,,r.<l running, probably into the pipeline 
to (\~(1.:Jr -::'{i,0lin~ llanch, n .-1i lcs enr.t. T!Jc tr,,u;:;!1 bcl•>\I the s~dnr, 
i:, cl:-;• c:1~:J t'h.c trough in thr.: cot·ral i.s dry. c.,'t·t: 1. r ;,,c•;,·e seen to the 
en:.;t. \ 

We ·Fm t to C.cc.ar Piocli ne lanch. TI1e area for t•.rn mi. lcs around the 
ranc:, in ~~o~; !:l:, halogt:>ton. 

}e went rout'iJ.t) on the Ant-::-lope re5crvoir road. The v~:i.ctntion 
:tm~n·ove:;, r.i:~ hccominc ])Ut"(~ •,.,hitc sage (4 acre/Aun. T:l~l"C ot·c 
two nc •,1 rcsc~·vciirs north of Antcloi,e Reservoir (sec mn!>) .. '.Jc r,t·ocecdccl 
to the bi.~~ playa south o( La..,,,b Pond, tben across southca:;t, 111crc is 
A lnrg:~ :.-irti 1:1csh corral on the cost edge of the playn. It contained 
ab0ut 2~ very good horses, □arcJ ~nd colts, plus thrne tor riding horses. 
The man·s had "'.:ancs four inc!H!s 1011.'1, 

.. 


