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Public Law 92-195 
92nd Congress, S. 1116 

Decerober IS, 197 1-

£In act 
To rl"(J11irt' th.- protection. mu11111tt>111t>nt. and control of \\"lid tree-roaming horses 

and uurros •m put,lic laud11. 

Be it e1wded by tl,e ,Sew.1.te and llouae of Repreae-ntati ·ve& of the 
United States of America in Congre&& all&ernbled, That Congress finds 
and declares that wild free-roaming hon;es and burros are livin~ sym
bols of the historic and pioneer spirit of the West; that they contribute 
to the diversity of life forms within the ~ation and enrich the lives of 
the _\.merican people; !ind that these hor.,es and burros are fast dis
ap~aring from the American scene. It is the policy of Congress that 
wild free -roaming horses and liurros shall be protected from capture, 
branding, harassment, or death; and to accomplish this they are to be 
considcrn<l in the area where pre8C11tl_y found, us an integral part of 
the natural system of the public lands. 

SE<.;.:.!. As used in this Act-
( a) "Secretar,r'' means the SeerPtary of the Interior when used 

in connection with public lands administered by him through the 
Bureau of Land Mana~ment and the Secretary of Agriculture 
in connection with public lands 11dministered by him through the 
Forest .Service; 

{b) "wild free-roaming horses and burros" means all unbranded 
and unclaimed horseB and burr06 on public lands of the United 
States; 

( c) ·•range., means the amount of land necessary to sustain an 
existing herd or herds of ,vild free-roaming horses and burro.~, 
which does not exceed their known territorial limits, and which is 
devoted principally but not necessarily exclusively to their wel· 
furc in keeping with the multiple-use nrn.nn.gement concept for the 
pub! ic lands; 

(d) ''her<l'" menns one or more stnllions and his mares; and 
(e) "public lands"' means any lands administered by the Secre

tary of the Interior through the Bureau of Land .Management or 
by the Secretary of Agriculture through the Forest Service. 

Su. 3. ( n) All wild free-roaming hor&>S anrl burros are hereby 
cleclared to be under the j uris<liction of the Secretary for the purpose of 
managl'111ent 11.nd protection in accordance with the provisions of thi.<J 
Act. The Secretary is authorized and directed to protect and manage 
wild frtw.-roaming horses and burros as components of the public 
land,,, and he mav designate and maintain specific ranges on public 
lnnds as sa11ctuar1es for their protection and preservation, where th~ 
Secretary after consultation with the wildlife agency of the State 
wherein any such range is proposed and with the Advisory Board 
established in section 7 of .this Act deems such action desirable. The 
Secretary shall manage wild free-roaming horses and burros in a 
manner that is designed to achieve and maintain a thriving natural eco
logical balance on the public lands. He shall consider the recommenda
tions of qnalificd scientists in the field of biology and ecology, some of 
whom shall Le independent of both Federal and State agencies an<l 
mny include members of the Advisory lloard established m section 7 
of this Act. All mnnngcmcnt activities shall be nt the minimal fensi
l,le level and shnll I~· rnrric:(l out in co11sultatio11 with the wildlife 
agency of the State wherein such lniids arP lcx:utl'd in order to protect 
the natural ecological balance of nil wildlife s~cies which mhabit 
such lands, partir.ularly 1mdangered wildlife species. Any adjustments 
in fornge nllocations on any such lands shall tnke into considerntion 
the 11r-,.rl-1 "f oth er wildlife species whirh inhabit such lands. 
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( b) "1lE>.n' an an·a is found to be on ~rpopul11tcdi the. ~.cretary, after 
<"onsulting with the Ad ,·isory Board, may order o d, sick, or lame a.ni
mals to be destroyed in the most humane manner possible, and he may 
cau.ee additional ~xcf'1:16 wild f~-roaming b01'8('8 and burros to be cap· 
tured and removed for private ma.intena.nce under humane conditions 
and care. 

( e) The Secretary may order wild free-ro&ming horees or burros to 
be de8t.roved in the moat humane manner poesible when he deems such 
ILCtion to'be an a.ct of mercy or when in hie judgment such action is 
nece:118an' to preserve and mainto.in the habitat in a suitable condition 
for ooniinued UJle. No wild free-roe.ming horee or burro shall be 
orde~ to be destroyed becauee of overpopulation unlesa in the judg
ment of the Secretary such action is the only practical way to remove 
excees animals from the area. 

(d) Nothing in thiB Act shall preclude the customary dispoeal of the 
remains of a deceaeed wild free-roaming hor8e or burro, including 
thoee in the authorized po81!1MBion of privAte parties, but in no event 
shall such remains, or any part thereof, be eold for t1ny coruriderat.ion, 
directly or indirectlv. 

Sr.c. -l. If mild frtt -roominA" h01'8('s or butTOA irtn1y from public· 
l&nds onto privately owned land, the o~ners of su<.'h larnl mAy inform 
the nearest Federal marshall or 11gent of the &-cretuy, who shall 
arrange to have the animals rtmo\'ed. In no E>vt>nt shall such wild 
free-roaming honet1 and buM"Ofl be dest:roye:d ex~pt by tJ,e age.nt.s of 
the Secretary. Nothing in this section sha11 be ('onstrued to prohibit 
a private landom\er from mAinte.ini.ng mid :fn-e-J'Oflming ho1"'9eS or 
burroe on his private lands, or lands leued from the Government, 
if be doee 80 in a manner tha.t protects them from harassment, a.nd 
if the animals 11rere not 101lfully removed or entic-ed from the public 
lands. Any individuals who maintain sut'h wild free-roaming ho1'8e6 
or burros on their private lands or lands lea.eed from the Government 
shall notify the appropriate agent of the Secret&ry 11.nd eu{>ply him 
with a reuonable llpprorimation of the number of nmmals so 
maintained.. 

SEC. 5. A person claiming ownership of o. horse or burro on the 
public landB shall be entitled to ~o,·er it only if recovery is per
missible under the branding 1md errt.r-Ry lllWH of the State in which the 
anim.&l iB fotmd. 

Su:. 6. The Secretary is authorized to enter into ('OOperative agree
ments with other landowners and with the State 11.nd local govern
mental agencies and may iame such regulations as he deems necee
-.ry for the furtherance of the purpoees of this Act. 

SJtC. 7. The Secretary of the Interior and the Secretary of Agri
culture are authorized and directed to appoint a joint advisory board 
of not more th&n nine members to a.dvi&e them on any matter relating 
to wild free-roaming horeee and butr08 and their management and 
protection. They ahall 1ielect as advi&eni per&ons who are not employ
ee& of the Federal or State Governments and whom they deem to 
have special knowledge about protection of hol"9e8 and bur-roe, man 
agement of wildlife, &nimt.l husbandry, or natural resources m.an&g1'· 
ment. Members of the board ah&ll not receive reimburaement except 
for !ravel and other expendituffl! necttsary in connect.ion with their 
•moee.. 

Sac. 8. Anv person wh<>--
( 1) w'illfully removes or attempts to remove a wild free-ro&ming 

horee or burro from the public la.ndB, without authority from the 
Secreury' or 

(2) oonvut11 a wild freic,-roaming horaa or b-urro to private w,e., 
without ll.uthorit y from th e Se,cretary, or 

( S ) m11.lic ioud r e&U8efl the der.t h or hara88IJlcn t of a.n'I' wild 
fre&-roe.mir..g ho!"1ls' or buITO, or • 
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( 4) processes or permits to be processed into commercial prod
ucts the remains of a wild free-roaming horse or burro 7 or 

(5) sells, directly or indirectly , a wild free -roamm~ ho~ or 
burro maintained on private or leased land pursuant to section 4 
of this Act , or the remains thereof, or 

( 6) willfully violates a regula t ion issued pursuant to this Act, 
shall be subject to a fine of not more than $2,000, or imprisonment for 
not more than one year, or both. Any person so charged with such 
violation by the Secretar y ma y be tried and SP-ntenced by any United 
States commissioner or magistrate designated for that purpose by the 
court by which he was appointed , in the same manner and 8Ubject to 
the same conditions as provided for in section 3401, title 18, United 
StaW!Code. 

( b) Any employee designat.eo by the Secretary of the Interior or 
the &,cretary of Agriculture shall have power , without warrant, to 
arrest any person committing in the presence of such employee a 
violation of this Act or an y regu lation made pursu&nt thereto, a.nd to 
take such person immediatel y fo r e.xa.mination or trial before an officer 
or court of competen t jurisdi ction , and shall have power to e:r.ecute 
any warrant or other p!"OCe8> issued by an officer or court of competent 
jurisdiction to enforce th e pro visions of this Act or re,rulations made 
pursuant thereto. Any judge of a court established under the laws of 
the United States, or an y U nited States magistra te ma :y, within his 
respective juriadiction, upon proper oa.th or affirmation showing 
prob&ble cause, U1Bue warrants in all euch cases. 

Sr.c. 9. Nothing in this Act shall be construed to authorize the Se<:
retary to relocate wild free-roa.ming horees or burroe to areas of th e 
pubhc lands where they do not pl'fl8ently exist. 

Sze. IO. After the expiration of thirty ca.lenda.t months following 
the date of enactment of this Act, and ever, twent:r-f~ur calendar 
months thereafter, the Secretaries of the Interior and Agriculture will 
submit to Congress a jo int report on the administration of this Act , 
including a summary of enforcem ent and / or other actions taken there 
under, costs, and such recommendations for legislative or other actions 
as he might deem appropria te. 

Th e Secretar y of th e In ter ior and the Socretary of Agriculture 8hall 
consult with respe ct to th e imple menta tion an d enforcemen t of thi s 
Act and to the maximu m fca.sibl11 extent. coordinate t he acti viti es of 
their rP:Spectiv c dcpa rt m<'nL'l and in the im ple menta t ion and enforce 
ment of thi s Act . Th e Socreta r ies nre auth onz ed and dirnct.ed to under 
take those studies of th e ha bits of wi ld free -roa.min g hones and 
burroe that they may deem neceBSary in ord er to carry out th e provi
sions of this Act. 

Approved December 15, 1971. 
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Pul>lic Law 86--234 
AN ACT 

To lllll <'ll<l dinpt<'r 3 of tltl,• 1!-'.. l'nllt·d ~:tllll '" Co<l<•. son,; to 11rolllhit tile 11s<' or 
11 lnTafr or 111otor Yd1i<'lt•s to h1111t n•rtn 111' wild )11,r~es or bnrro:-; 011 la11rl 
hclu11~i11;.:: to tlw 1·111t1·<l Stntt•s, UIH.l fur othc-r purpos<•s. 

B e it c1wcll'd by the S enate n11d llou s(', of li.'cJ>N' .'fC.11to.ti1•e.-. vf tl1r. 
United ,\'fate~ of A111r·rira in Cm1yres .~ assr m!Jlrd, That (a) ('haptcr 
:i of titlt> 18, l1nitr.cl State' s Co<lr, is am<'nd1•<l by adding nt tlw <'lHl 
t hHcof the following new sect ion: 

"~ 4i. l'T~e of airera ft or motor Yf'hicl<>s to hunt rc>rtn in wild hor!'cs or 
burros; pollution of watering holes 

''(a) "'lioen•r 11:a;(•S an aircraft or a mot0r Yrliit'lc to h11nt, for the 
purpu:-;c of capt11rill:,! or killin)...", nny wiltl u11br:rnd1•d )1orS<', 111arc, colt, 
or l,urru rnn11ing nt ·1:1rg-e 011 any of the public laud or r:lllg('s shall l1t: 
finrd not more tha11 ~;-i<IO, or impriso1l<'d not more tl1an six n1ontl1s, 01· 

both . 
"(b) "'liorn.'.r pollutr s or causes the poll11t ion of any wate>ring lioh· 

on any of tl1e public Janel or rang<' s for tl1e purpo se of tr:1ppi1,g, 
killi_ng, wou11di11g, or maiming n11y of thf' animals refC'nNl to in snb 
srdw:1 (a) of tlii s ~•ction shall lie fined not 111ore than $;')00, or 
impri soned 11ot n,orc t ha11 s ix rnont Ii:--, or both. 

'· ( c) As 11sPd in sn k(•ct ion ( n) oft his S<'l'I ion-
" (I} The tPrm 'ain.·1·:lft' means n11y contrivarn ·<' ust•d for flight in 

the air; nncl 
"(2) The te>rm 'motor ,chicle' inc-lude s all ,wtomol,ile, auto11:oliilc 

trud , , a11tomol1ilc wagon. n:oturcydc, or any othei- self -propelled 
vehicle designed for running- <,;ll hncl. 1

' 

(l,) The nnaly i:;is of such diiq,tcr ~, irnmcclintcly 1>1·eccclin~ sectio11 
41, is umcnde<l by a<ldinl! a~ t l1e end tl1crrof the fol owin;.; He,,· item: 
"4, . , ·"" 11! i11r, ·,ulL ,,r ,111,{11r , ..-1,idro; l v hur,l cul.:.m r1 lid hM,<; ('i; or buuc5." 

Approved :::-iept.embcr 8 1 1959. 


