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1-(702)-646-8800.
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Area Manager
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Wildlife Objectives
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WL %
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WL—-15 X
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Use Fattern Mapping Objective

ksl X
Wild Burro Objective

WE—-1 X
I1. Technical Recommendations Summary

B The following recommendations are based on armalysis and
evaluation of the allotment and specific resource obiectives
(oection V).

1. Continue to issue livestock arazing permits as applied
for when livestock forage is available. Continue to issue
permits on a quarterly basis. Implementing this obiective
will aid in meeting objective AO0-10.

2 Adjust wild burro populations to achieve a thriving
natural ecological balance by removing excess animals and
leaving a thriving population of 62 animals. Monitoring
data evaluated in accordance with the Tassi-Bold Butte HMAF
supports this recommendation. Remove approximataly 350
burros from the Gold Butte HMA by the end of FYL990 in
coordination with the Mational Park Ssrvice and the Arizona
Strip and Fhoesnix Districts, (Bee Section IV of the AIE
folder.) WB-1, A0-8 and A0-9 will be met through this
~econmandation.

b E8 ITmplement the following grazing scheme for Gold Butte
Allotment (See Appendix, Map 2):

Allow approtximately two-thirds of the licensed livestock to
utilize the western and southern edges of the allotment
including elevations about the 2500 fest level or below from
October 13 through March 1% (winter/spring). The remainder
of the year., March 16 through October 14 (summer/fall), the
majority of the livestock will utilize the central and
northern sections of the allotment with elevations 2400 feot
or higher. Movement will be based on availability of
forage, phenology and climatic conditions. Therefore, dates
are only approaximate, g
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old Butte Allotment Evaluation Summaiy

I

IT.

Imtroduction

Q'

C.

D

Allotment Names Gold Butte Allotment
Allotment Numbesr: OROLO

Fermittes: G & F Ranches
Authorized representative: HEelton Frei

Evaluation Periods: 1982-1987

Selective Management Category: I (Intensive Management)

Livestock Use, Burro Use, and Wildlife Use

.

Livestock use
1 . Classification and Preference

In November 1949, Gold Butte Allotment was classified
as ephemnsral range "Freference for ephemeral forage
is expressed in terms of the allotment or area used and
not in terms of AUM s" (BLM Manual 4110-1.22). Under
the ephemsral range rule, livestock use is "adiusted to
the annual capacity available from year to yvear"

rause the Gold Butte Allotment is designated as
pmeEral rangeland, the 1O-year permit specifies only
the area of use "since grazing use is authorized only
upon the periodic availability of forage” (BLM Manual
4110-1) . Freference is expressed in terms of the
allotment or ares 20l rather thanm in Andimal Unit
Mornths (ALM ) there are no set numbers of
livestock.

Grazing on National Fark Service lands permitted as per
Interagency Agreement (CA-B360-70-01), grazing
agresmsnt.

T T R sy g ey sy
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P Graszing By
Thare is no tabhlished intensive arazing svstem for
the Gold Bt Allotment. Livestock have been grazed
yeEar-round since priovity s oeatablished in 19473,
Gince 198%, when 6 & F arches took over the permit on
Gold Butte, an effort has been made to encourage
livestock grazing on the lowsr elevations clur irig
winter and spring while utilizing the higher slevati
partions of the allotment during the summer and fal
monthe., However, the lack of drift fences and
available waters make such a system considerably
cdifficult due to the rugoed terrain and immense
the allotment.

sire of

B Wild Burro Use

Gold Butte Allotment encompasses one Herd Manacement Area
for wild burros (HMS—-1). Over 90 psrcent of the herd
maragemnsnt area is in the al The critical area for
wild burros is approsimately ol s acres and lies

e lmari ly Lo b and soubh-western perimeter of
the allotment along L A Beptember 87 aerial
nevs of the heed ma indicated a population of
228 bhurros, i According to the lLand
Llee Flan arnd Burros, "the
imditial nent numbers will match the FY1983 population
levels, " Ha upoan field inspsction, overlap in use
between livestock and wild burros is vary low within most of
the burro criticsal : was little to no cattle
sign and the livestook soldes wsing the ares dus to
lack of foracg

L
&7

cdsion 1.1l for Wild

] T
aclul ts and

) w Wildlife Lse

Eox Desert Bighorn Sheep

Gold Butte Allotment incl Big Game Ares BY-14 for
brighorn st poorucial habitat The reasonable numbers
established for the area are 30% AUM’'s or 127 desert
bBrighorn shesp (LUE o ion Range Management L1.1).

o

2 Fhale T

B

Game Area DY-32 for mule deer habitat o ernp e i or ly
small section of the allotment. Reasonable numbers

as established in the LUF are 50 deer oar 150 LI e,
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e
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e Desert Tortolss

Gold Butte Allotment includes the Gold Butte Crucial
Desert Tortoise Habitalt Area as designated in the Land
Use Flan. The area of critical desert tortoise
habitat has relative densities of 50 to 150 tortoicses
per sqguare mile or moderate to high density.

Allotment Frofile
A8 Description

Gold Butte Allotment is located on the extreme east side of
Clark County, Nevada. Inm general, it lies 855 miles east of
Las Vegas, Nevada and 24 miles south of Mesquite, Nevada.
The allotment is bordered on the east by Arizona and on the
south and west by Lake Mead. {(Bea Allotment Map, Appendix

)

Gold Butte is characterized by several mountain ridoges and
corresponding valleys. Areas which border Lake Mead consist
of large bajadas dissected bhy numerous drainages and washes.,
Several steep mountain ranges such as the Hiller FMountains
and Indian Hills are in the south and east. The hiaghest
elevation is Jumbo Feak at 5,763 feelbt (1,757 meters) and the
lowest elevations lie around the shores of Lake Mead at
1,400 fest (427 meters) or less,

Vegetation types are predominately those typical of the
upper Mohave Desert. Dominant vegetation types are a)
creosote (Larrea divaricata) and white bursage (Ambr i
C ) crecsote and blackbrush (Coleogyne
¢) white bursage and range ratany (Eramaria pervifolias).
The vegetation types at the higher elevations are pinvon
(Binus monobphylls) and juniper (Juniperous utahensis) type
with desert bitterbrush (Furshia glandulosa), areen ephedra
(Ephedra viridis) and shrub live cak (GQuercus turbinella).
Arnual grasses and forbs are prevalent during the late
wirnter and spring months depending on precipitation,
tenperatuwres and elevation. The annuals which are common
arer Falar (Erodiam cicutarivm) desert trumpet (Eriogonum
] 1)y Indian wheat (Flantago insularis), red beom
Frbens) . and cheatgrass (Bromuws tectorum) .

171,209 acres Bureau of Land Management Land
1,340 acres private (mining claims that

have been patented)

acres Mational Park Service

total

97, 264
264,81

T L e Sy
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C. Allotment Specific Objectives

Dlvens s e tilered from e
Lwes o dm 1ELOMNES . If e
tive or obhisctives are melt, the

] ek
PlﬂanFFIII whjmc
i oallotment objes
Five/decision(s) have been metl. Thie ey

2 tigred fTrom the allotment
LW . allotment ol shive that sach key

nernt ares oh) L ates from 1s noted in
parenthesis after each one. wht+hﬁr o not o an allobtment
jective is met is determined by the results of the
respective key, ripariam or wildlife area evaluabion
conclusions.

Glhriectives ars

szhive o

1. (01 Haihtaim existing ground cover, as defined
by the revised Univer Soil bLoss BEguation.

(Watershed Obd. 2.0 amd 4,03

P (AD-2) Maintain or improve riparian vegetative
communities for Connelly, Summit and Bitter Sprinas.
(Wildlife 1.3%, 1.1, Range Management 1.2(4))

{ i Mairmtain static or upward trend omn key
Jului Foaia A L o ey areas. {Fanges
Managenent 1.0, 3¢l 1808 Eo219) . 1.208];

LZ2(&), 1,10, 2.0, Livestock Grazing 1.0, Wild Horse &
Burra 1.0, 2.0, and Wildlife 2.0)

4, (A0-4) Maintain utilization levels at the allowable
use levels identified on key/crucial managem
and recorded lhvouuh FTOMER LG .
{(Range Management 1.0,1. L Sdn AR w L eB(E]),
L.206Y; 1.1, 2.0 le e b Grazing 1.0; Wild Horse &
Burro 1.0, 2,035 Wildlife 2.0)

RKVBAS

5 (A0-5) Maintain or improve habitat amnditimﬁﬁ foar @
F@H%Oﬁﬁblﬁ humhwr of 137 bighorn shesp (205 AUM s) and
GoaUM T s) muls dese.

Ement 1,10, Wildlife 1.0, 2.0)

1 (Al-&) Maintain or improve o tortoise habitat
in order to protect o dinoe S sting population
(Wildlife F.0, Range hvnauumﬁﬁt T2 10 )

Rose,
=

7. (AD-7) Maintain or improve wild burro habitat by
providing 3586 aum’s of forage to initially manage for
498 wild burros yvear long in the Tassi-Gold Butte HM
if such use is consistent with the attainment aof thae
vegetative cbiectives and maintain the burvros in a
thriving ecological balance (Range Managemsnt 1.1
Wilad Horse & Burro 1.1) (HMAP-8)

(TR LN YN e T o ey
& ¥
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e (A-8) Frotect or improve wild buero free roaming
bahavior by preserving or enhancing home ranges (le. no
new fences that may restrict movement or removal of
existing fences that may increase movement). (Range
Management 1.1, 1.2(&), &2.03; Wild Horse & Burro 1.0,
1.1, & 2.0) (HMAF-A)

P u (A0-?) Maintain or improve wild burro habitat by
providing waters where possible (excluding rainwater
catchments for wildlife). (Wild Horse and Burvo
Objective 2.0)

1o, (A0-10) Prior to issuing an ephemsral grazing
parmit, a field inspection will be made to determine if
sufficient forage is available. (Range Management 1.0,
1.9, 2.0 and Livestock Grazing 2.0)

114 (AD-11) Maintain or improve habitat conditions for
Gamble's OQuail (RM 1.2(7), WL 1.0 & WL 1.35).

D. Fey/Crucial Management Area Objectives
1. Specific Key Area
@  long Term (KA-10)
1. Maintain or increase the freguency of
occurrence of the following key species for
each key area at ths 104 level of

significance. (A0 1L, F, and 4)

Fey Area L—-1 galleta grass
globemallow

Fay Area -2 desert bitterbrush
desert almond

Fey Area L-3 globemallow
Mormon tea
randgs ratany

v Short Term (K&~1)

i Maintaimn the utilization levels below for
the key species in each key area.

FKey Area L-1 2954 galleta grass
7 &

LAS4 globemal low

desert bitterbrush
desert almond

ey Area L2

A s |

e
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Mormor
P E T
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q £zag
Tt n

& u Short term

1. Maintain ar
combinesd perenn shative canopy
Titte COMPOrean asured at key
e &R ALL live annual specles
and nonrpereistent litter are considerec
li

anry

Fliparian Sreas

g Shart term and long term (Ré-1)

1. Utilization by foraging animals on the
A= 8 FApasian ar s will not exce

sation of the current vears vege

unmit Spring, and Bitter

Wilcllife

& Lo b

(WL.-1) Maintain &,000 acr
sighorn habiltat at a weilaghted
points D00 acres of gk n
itat 1 ot 1890 points.
Maimtain a ; 1

acres of cool

ight L ER T
Bighorn st
amy ses the Virgin

i 12

e

e b

sl

Fa (WL~2) Maintain the existing mule de
Nabitat condition based upon habitat rating
criteria established in BLM FManuwal &&30 and
NSO Manuwal Supplemsnt.

(RO S

B (WL~3) Maintain or improve
comdition of cruc i : tor
to minimum of late

&
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€, {WL-4) Maintain or improve the range
condition in nonecrucial desert tortols
habitat at & minimum of mid seral staae.

(R0 &)

D fWL-5) Maintain or improve the habitat
condition for Gambel s gualil by kesping
uwtilization at or helow the allowabhls-use
levels throughout the allotment, especially
within a 1.5 mile radius of all waters used
by the Gambel’ s quail (AD-2 & &).

i Shaort Term

2 % (W.—18) In crucial desert tortoise
habitat allow graszing betwesen October 13 and
March 1% of each vear and at use levels not
to excesd 554 of the previous yvear' s agrowth
on key forage species. (A0-4,4 & UF-1)

b 8 Use Fattern Mapping
&a  Short and long term
(UF-1) Maintain utilization levels on key
speciss by all ungulates at or below the
following levels for the periods and
locations identified. (Consistent with other
utilization objectives.)
Mo i Wtilization Les
Crucial De Flemainimg
Tortoise Habitat Ml totment
ey Species 183/ e 7 5 L.Circ

£55%

Fersnmnial Herbaceous
Shrubs

bHe  Wild Burros
=W {WE-1) Short term and long term
1. Maintain the utilization levels bslow for
the key species in each wild burro key area
on art annual basis. (A0 %, 4, 7. & 3)
Fay Specles WE-1 WE—2 WE-1Z WE—4
White Bursage (FRDU)

Range Ratany (ERFA)
Catclaw (ACGR)

Giliobemal low (SFAME) prsh
—
™A
] :n‘f A ba
# E. Ed vd
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IV.

Yeap

Tobal

These wtilizatior
Tassi-Gold Futte
were selected because of
the wild burro use area
major component of bthe v

wiesee precommeanded levels from bhe
mert Flane The VoS e
cleteriarated coamndl 1 ion within
rennial grasses are no longer a
Cive community .

E. Fey Species Identification ‘

Dpecific kev area objecthi I (short bers) ldentifies key

species Tor the key ar < Wild burro objective 1 (shaort

for The wilc

terms Long ) Ldenti the key spec)

Bureo ey aresas.

ragemnsnt Evaluation

aluation is to determine 1
mdn4u“m&nt 1w siangg LUP abhisctives and allotment
and to recommnend any ohang in allotment
managemant or grazing practices necessary to mest those
objectives,

e The purpose o this

B. Summeanr e Studies Data

L

Becauss incomple actual use data exists for 1983
through 1985, licensed use will be referred to

Mout this evaluation. Licensed use has
: 1 EB8T70 AUM s in grazing year 1978 to
in 19864.

Faritlie

s
AL

it

ey

2 Precipitation

Frecipi data from the Valley of Fire State Park
is best-s gt for thi sluation. The slevation of
the Valley of Fire Fre 1car
orn the Gold Butte Allot "
to above 4,000 with the 3mr1+y 3
: ELH00 fe uwmﬁﬂr@d ey bhe Burnkervill
I.,..c-cmml .1J e precipitation stations, VYalley of Fire was
the most sulbted in L@rmm of elevation. Tt is alsao
closer to the center of the allotment than the other
waealther stations. Yearly precipitation average about
7.4 inches (l4-year average). Seasonal precipitation
for winter—-spring and sumnmer growing Seasons was
tabulatad and graphed : ; aphs 1., 2, and

; DRAFT
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Since 1984 winter-spring precipitation has been below
average. Moisture is usually in bt form of rain.

Most winter storms are uniformly distribouted and of low
intensity. However, short-duration, high intensity
scattered storms are typlcal in late summer.

oy

4., Utilization

Utilization is an estimation of the total annual growth
removed by foraging animals. Using the key forage
species method, uwtilization estimates on key species
for each key area were conducted along a transect
walked in approximately the same compass heading sach
year. SHee Appendix, Map 1 for location of key areas.

Utilization on key species in key area | was estimated
on galleta grass, winterfat, bush muhly, and desert
globemallow. Use on desert alobemallow increased from
slight to light, however field notes indicate this
increase was due to rodent use. Rodent use is easily
distinguished from livestock use by the sharp angle at
which € cut te remove forage. Al overall
VO e in utilization was nobt apparent on
this key aresa.

Utilization for key area 2 was measuwred on desert
bitterbrush and desert almond. Utilization has been
moderate or light since 1983, However, field notes
indicate use on other species in the area was heavy and
that the shrubs had growth forms indicative of past
Meavy use,

Utilization on key area 2 was estimated on range
ratany, Mormon tea, and globemallow. Overall use has
been light since 1982. Again, field rotes indicate
over half the use on globemallow was by rodents.

Due to the rough terrain, large size. and distance to
water a significant portion of the allotment is either
inaccessible or unusable by domestic livestock. The
undesirable distribution of the livestoock on the
allotment in areas adjacent to water results in areas
which are grazed heavily yvear-round while other areas
recelve only slight to light use.

The areas near Lake Mead now receive heavy to severe

(reference WB-1).
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ton Frei of G & F Ranches have commented
that Lher {muwldtwable cdrift of livestock to and
frreim Ard zon. i g 1 serviced by Horse and
Garcern Springs pipelines i- the trouohs on Garden
Spring pipeline are not wutilized becau the rancher
wants to avoid cattle deift to and from the waters in
the "Tassi" area of the Arizona Strip District.

John and Ee

fA substantial concentration of livestoock on SEOrings
sk » Mockingbird, is primarily due to lack of drift
discourage cattle from returning to
2oallotment once they have been moved to
¢ by obher waters 1ike Conmnoly and Summit
BErLNO8 . AW N e wWater avallable outside the
corral year-round and do not have protected spring

: Few waters have turnoff or float valve
watsr developments or water hauls in areas
could be wtilized by livestock and other animals,
Causes over utilization problems.

]

sightings of wild burros in the
B o Chiail Bay than B 1, 2 &
: W i .]1th oy moderate in this
This is also lu— WD RV e wWitich e
Tream o

U EVEL .

,..’L(._

Utilization was &l
the fouwr bhurero :
Lo Appendis A for
in 1281 on white
heavy (78%) on k
moderate (H5%)

Toragse speciss at
1981 and 1989, {SeEe map
Toburen study areas).
By area 1 was hwavy
37 Yo OO :
%, o oall
MY . e iogonum AT latum,
moderate.  Utilization on key
specles Inorea ignificantly from 1981 to 1989.
all key sroeas { Sy ntilization on the key speci
severe (at 100+1)., Utilization on bursage Mevrmon
and obher s ;
eral year s previ

tea did not euc

=t was consisten

Y N
In key areas 1, 2 and
4, wse on white burs 5 w0 severe that large stems
Wi e ek . o 5 the white bursage was no
of the plant community as the plant
5 lhnﬁalai ﬁpwcie:asuu:h =83
”af"“ww : i 63 wse. Catoclaw
brarches were  Deilng 2 and eaten and soms cactus,
ez dlal Ly . p]a;mu, g wp with
the roots and pulp eaten. The absernce of palatable
grass specles accounted for the heavy to VERFTE LEEIE
the selected key species.
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Therse have been fewsr sightings of wild burros in the
vicinity of key area D near Quail Bay than the other
key areas. Wtilization was slight to modesrate in bthis
area. This is also the only key area which receives &
significant portion of its use from cattle rather than
burros. As indicated by the utilization on the key
areas, the majority of the siaghtings of burros have
been around the southern edge of the allotment near key
areas 1, 2 and 4.

Use pattern mapping was completed on Gold Butte
Allotment in 1983 and 1984 (See section 4 of the siux-
way evaluation folder for use pattern maps). Moderate
to heavy uge ls consistently in areas around available
waters and in washes. Areas of noderate to heavy use
in 1980 and 1986 include Mockingbird and Agua Chiguita
Springs, the Gann and Walker Springs areas, and Summit
and Connelly Springs.

The southsrn edoges and washes of the allotment around
Lake Mead also have moderate to severs use. It is
evident from photographs taken during the 1988 wild
burro census that & majority of the burros utilize the
southern edges of the allotment along the shores of
Mead during the critical summsr period. FPhotos

. 1oduring the 1988 census and 1989 monitoring depict
widespread dusting areas and extensive trailing by the
wild burros. Field notes and data indicate the total
lack of herb Fous wnderstory vegetation severs (100+%)
use on even unpalatable shrubs. Flant species use
mapped with heavy wse were white bursage arnd Mormon tea
ir 1938.

5

= Trend

Freguency/trend data were recorded on all key areas,
except the wild burro studies, for 1982 and 1984
utilizing a 20-inch frame for perennial species. Im
key area 1, globemallow was the only key species with a
frequency of occurrence high enough to be statistically
or otherwise evaluated. There was no sionificant
change in the frequency of occocurrence of that species.
Feay areas 2 and 2 had no species with JuaEnociess that
ware hicgh enouagh (over 10%4) to Q@ evaluated.

o

Utilization levels at WE-1, 2, &% 4 wers moderate to
heavy with all three key areas exceeding allowable use
levels., Use pattern maps indicate severe use near the
lake . Repeated severe to heavy use has deteriorated
the range in the wild buwwro key areas. Therefore,
trend for these key areas is downward. Eey areas L-1-3

ard WB-3  &ll fall within proper use levels.,

i | DRAFT
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Therefore, trend is interpretsd as static.
& i Crovver

Cover data was recorded on the three areas for 19899 and
1986, 1t is my judgement that the changes in cover are
primarily due to differences in the time of vear that
cover was recordsd and due Lu thn Judgament of the
individual recorders in olas cover.  Analysis
was also made on cover by o ovegetation with
litter and bareground with rock (to evaluate A0 1) and
there was no significant changes in cover. The trend
photographs of the area do not indicate any significant
e aEmgE in cover other than yearly variabion in
arritia ) e .

7. Wildlife

Approximately 30,200 acres of the northeast corner of
Gold Butte Allotment is crucial dessrt tortoise
Frantyd bk . Fopulations of sert tortoise in the area
from 30 to 130 tortoise per square mile. &
sguare mile study plot was established on the
i r@ar Thomas Gap roacd in 19864, Thouwgh resul ts
of the study are not available, preliminary population
timates were 83-113 adult tortoises per souars mile
and 92-122 tortoises of all class sizes (HMP).

Two big game wildlife species inhabit the Gold Butte
Allotment, bighorn sheep and mule deer. Righorn g e e o
is a BLM-identified sensitive species Therse are
approdimately 50 bighorn eepn Ln bthe Gold Butte area
O the Nati Bervice Lands around Devil’'s Cove,
twer by shesp were 128% and fouwrteesn in
19874 ‘totalling thirt { i3 Bighorn shesp that
wte released into areas north of Gold Butte &1lotment
migrate from Bitter Ridoe into the Lime Ridoas aresa
during the winter months. I b VLVULH Feak/Gold
Butte HMF (Draft) "habitat guality" we estimated
wtilizing & weighted aver af water availlability,
topography . veg i animal w o and human use
Aocording to tho sy bhe bighorn
Gold Butte rate as "Fair to Good" quality
The primary limiting factor in bighorn s biltalt or
potential bighorn sheep habitat ie available water.

crra ] P

Gold Butte is part of Hunt Managemsnt Area 27 for mule
e . However, mule deer populations in the area are
insignificant (less than 50 deer) and the habitat is
marginal (HHEF) .

QAR A sy
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Thers is a stable population of guail in the allotment
(HFF) . The numerous springs and 20 guall guezlers
provide water for guail on a vearlong basis.

8. Burro Habitat

Most of the Bold Butte HMA for wild burros is in the
Gold Butte Allotment. The crucial babitat, which is
approximately 78,730 acres for burros, primarily
follows that portion of the allotment which borders
L.ake Mead. The 1983 managemsnt level for burros,
according to the LUF, is 498 Burros. The 1988 census
was 398 burros. Fhotographs, utilization studies and
documsntation from the aerial census in 1982 and 1988,
and 1989 clearly indicate this habitat is bheing
degraded and that the burro numbers are in excess of
what the habitat can support and a thriving scological
balance does not exist.

?. Riparian Habitat

(nly three areas in Gold Butte are considered riparian
areas. Summit Springs has an associated riparian area
of approximately 2 acres. The condition of the
riparian is poor basically due to heavy cattle grazing
pressure.  CTormelly Spring has & small associated
riparian area of nearly 400 square feet. The riparian
area is in poor condition. (Information on Connelly and
Summit Springs found in Gold Butte Spring Source
Evaluation, 1987, ELM). Red Bluff Spring (Bitter
Spring) has less than 1 acre of assoclated riparian
area (Virgin Mountain/ Gold Butte HMF). A& significant
portion of the riparian arsa is located in Mud Wash,
therefore it is susceptible to frequent flooding.
Vegetation in the area is primarily that of desert
willow and other shrubs common to desert washes.
Substantial wtilization, by cattle, occwrs because it
is one of the few dependable water sources in the area.

1. Soils Information

There has been a "reconnalssance” survey of the area

but the information is broad and groupsd several
vegetation types together.

7 Conclusions

A

Allotment Specific Objectives

1« (A0-1) Maintain existing ground cover, as defined
by the revised Universal Soil Loss Eguation.

TSRS AT e
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net been met., Refer to conclusions
e tive-1 (W-1).

This obiective k
for Watershed Ob:

e [ ETHEE Mailntain or improve riparian veogetative
communities for Connelly, Summit and Bitter Springs.

This objesctive has not been oet. Refer to Fiparian
Objective-1 (RA-1). Connelly and Summit Springs are
bnfh degraded and no riparian management has been
imitiated. Fast use on these riparian arsas has
rceecded allows le wse according Lo use pattern
mapping. Bitter Sprinas ives a lat of use because
it odls a dependable water source and acceses to the
spring is only from one direction in Mud Wash.

e (A0~

i Mairtain i or upward trend on ey
perennial for

age speciss on key areas.

This objective has not been met, Refer to ey fArea
Objective-1 (KA-1L).

aation levels at the
ertified aon key/crucial

orded through use pattern

L (5004 Hmeldlﬁ u+jl'
allowable
Mé I é e e mes T
MEIE LG .

This ob ive has not been mnet. Refer to ey Area
Objective —~1 (K&~1). The key areas established for
frequency and trend have not exceeded moderate LUSE G o
however, there is heavy to severe use at the wild burro
key areas 1, 2, and 4 (Burro Bay, the Haystacks and
Walker Wash). The utilization studies conducted in
1989 at the key areas indicate heavy to severs
utilization on species which are typically unpalatab
Field inspections ha identified wild burros to
cause tather than o

2 3 (A0-3)  Maintain or improve habitat Lundlfwaﬁw
a reasonables number of Bighorn sheep (2
and 950 (180 4AUM s) mule desr.

Tive frgs = Refoer to Wildlife

(-1} .

rtaln or improve desert tortolise

=T (Ad—-&)
in order to protect or increase existing populations.

hbitat

This objiective not been aet, Fefoer to Wildlife

Objective-3 (WL-73)

qsasla b P e e wan 38
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T (AD=-7)  Maintain or improve wild burro habitat by
providing 3586 aum’'s of forage to initially manage for
493 wild burros year long in the Tassi-Gold Butte HIME
i osuch use is consistent with the attainment of the
vegetative objectives and maintain the burros in a
thriving ecological balance.

This obijective has not been met. According to the
utilization studies, use pattern mapping and the 1987
aerial census, over utilization is evident in the wild
burro critical area bordering Lake Mead. In many arsas
palatable forage species no longer exist in the
vegetative community. Burrobush no lonager exists in
some communities because of over-utilization.

5 (Al-8) Frotect or improve wild burro free roaming
behavior by preserving or enhancing home randges (ie. no
new fences thabt may restrict movement or removal of
@xisting fences that may increase movement) .

This objective has been met. Fences which could
i

strict the movemsnt of wild burros on Bold Butte
Allatment have not beern authorirzed or constructed.
Existing fences do not adversely effect the free-
roamning behavior of wild burros on the allotment.

P (A0-7)  Maintain or improve wild burro habitat by
providing waters where possible (excluding rainwater
catchments for wildlife).

This objective been met, Water is available Jfor
wild burros at springs and obher water developments
within the HMA. Burros have unlimited access to Lake
Mead .

10. (A0-10)  Frior to issuing an ephemeral arazing
permit, a field inspection will be made to determine if
sufficient forage is available.

This cbiective | =00 M oA range inspection is
conducted to assure adeguate forage is available prior
to issuing grazing permits. This is s ard opgralting
procedures for issuing grazing authorizations on
ephemeral rangeland. ’

P v vy gy
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11s (A0-113 Maintaln or improve habitat conditions for
Geamlal e Guiadl (RBM L.2¢(7), MW .0 & W 1.33Y.

This objective has not mat . Hesvy use around
springs and seeps has to & detericoration of the
guails habitet. Also, use pattern maps show of heavy
wtilization which has lead to poor habitat for guail.

B. Specific ey Area Objectives

1, Long Termn Objective (Ha-1L)

Maintedin or incre the frequency of ccourrence of the
following key species for sach key area alt bthe 10%
level of significance.

ey fSrea -1 galleta grass
o lobemal low

Fey fArea L2 desert bitterbrush
clessaet & lmond

Fay forea L3 globemallow
' Mmoo tea
range ratany
This obiesctive has met . Globemal low was the only
ey species in Hey Area 1 with a freguency f
coccuwrrence high enough to be statistically v;lnalrd
P90 confidence level) and there was no significant
change in Tregquency Dbetweer 2 oand 1987, ihm by
,QﬁEClﬁ” ar Fey Area @ oand 3 do not have freguencies
brer evaluated statistically. Overall,
static to non-apparent based on cover and
vy data. The frequency method of mesasuring
rieet an adeouate chirigus for the sparse
o bypes in bthis area,

“Bhort Term Objective (K&-1)

intain the wutilization levels below for the key
sies An sach key area.

ta grass
mal low

Fey frea lo-l

7

—y—

decsoert bhitterbrush
desgrt almond

Cey Area L2

Lo~

lobemal low
Mormon

Feay Ares

ph e

range ratany DR Ar"
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TR PR 1.




[:ﬂ

D

E.

This objective has b Since 19783 agrazing use
has not edsceeded moderate. Refer to objective WE-1L
{(Wild Burros) for a discussion of wild burro use.

Watershed

is Objective 1-Short Term and Long Term (W-1)

Maintain or sustain any increase for the combined
perennial vegetative canopy and litter comporents as
measured at key areas 1, 2, & 3. All live annual
species, persistent and nonrpersistent litter are
caonsidered as litter.

This objective has not been met. There has been no
significant change in cover during the monitoring
period from 1982 through 1987 at the livestock key
areas. However, at the wild burro key areas, severse
utilization has reduced the vegetative cover. Cover
transects have not been completed to date. However,
photoaraphic evidence clearly shows reduced cover.

Fiparian Area

1. Ohjective 1-Short Term and Long Term

Utilization by foraging animals on the following

riparian areas will not exceed 5%% utilization of the

current years vegetative growths

Connelly Spring, Summit Spring. and Ritter
Spring .

This objective has not bheen net, Simce wse pattern
mapping began in 1985, Connelly Spring and Summit
Spring have received heavy use by cattle. Red BLuff
Spring (Bitter Spring) does not show heavy use, by

cattle. However, it is located in Mud Wash and there
are relatively few forage species here as compared to

Summit and Connelly Springs.

Lomg Term Wildlife UObjectives

1. Objective 1L (WL-1)

Maintain 6,000 acres of existing bighorn habitat at a
weighted average of 162 points . Improve 12,%00 acres

of bighorn habitat to & weighted averaoge of 180 points.

Maintain approximately 285,500 acres of conl season
bighorn habitat at a weiohted average of 137 points

(based on the bighorn sheep habitat rating svstem: see

the Virgin Mountain/Gold Butte HEF).
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Thig ocbisctive has beern met.
#light to light thiraug oot
This use will maintain the cruc

» bigharm habitat.,
al bighorn habitat.

g

e Objective Z (WL ~3)

Maintain the existing mule deesr habitat condition based
vpon habitsat rating ori ia established in BLM Manual

HHI0 and NSO Manual Supplement.

This objective has been met, The utilization
obisctives for this allotment have been met, therefore.
this objective is met in the deer habitat area.

B (Wk~2)

Maintain or improve the range condition of crucizal
* tortoise habitat to minimum of late seral stage.

chisctive hasg been met. Utilization has been s A0
nt on most of the habitat and trend is static.

i ] imion indicates ecological condition has
al @ smeral .

[aEE
Frofe

4, (hijsctive 4 (WL-4)

Maintain or improve the range condition in Ronecrucial
desert tortoise habitat at a minimum of mid sersal
shage. (A0 &)

This objsctive
albove . il
AT e fielo :
mid or labe sseal

et RetTer to Obhjective
shrub dominate communiti
they are estimated tao

W Objective 5 (WL-%)

Maintain or improve the habitat condition for
guail by keeping uwtili L at or below the allowable-—
uwse levels throughout allotment, especially within
a 1.9 mile radius of &l s used by the Gambel s
eputad b (A0-2 & &) .,

This objsctive has sy met . Heavy use aroundg

springs and seeps has to a deterioration of the
guails habitat. Also, use pattern maps show of heavy
uwtilization which has lead to paor habitat for guail.

F“”_Wa»y‘-\-,--,'«w"v oy
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B Short Term Wildlife Objective
1 = Obhjechive-1 (WL-15)

Im crucial desert tortoise habitat allow grazing
between October 15 and March 15 of each vear and at use
levels not to exceed 554 of the previous vear's growth
on key forage species.

This obisctive has not been met. BGrazing has taken
place yvear—-long on this allotment within the tortoise
habitat for at least the last forty years. There were
amall areas of heavy use near Horse Spring Pipelines
Troughs and Greasswood Basin Reservolr identified on
the wuse pattermn one of the two vears measured. This
use has not affected the overall seral status of the
area to date.

G. Use FPattern Mapping

1. Objective 1-8%hort Term and lLong Term  (UF-1)

Maintain wtilization level

&

s on key species by all
ungulates at or below the following levels for the
periods and locations identified. (Consistent with
other utilization cbjectives.)

Mactimugn HEiliration Level &llowed
Crucial Desert Femaining

Tortoise Habitat Allotment

Sl % Yeaar Lono
< BEY

LA EY

Herbaceous

Shrubs

This obiective has nobt been met, Use in the critical
desert tortoise habitat as identified in the URA has
not exceeded light (21-40%) use as determined by use
pattern mapping. The crucial desert tortoise habitat
that is identified as in the Gold Butte HMP, has a
amall area of heavy use near Greasewood Basin and Horse
Spring Pipeline. As per the 1983 CRMFP recommendations,
no more than twenty-five cattle have use Mud Spring

from March 1 through May Z1. The livestock operator

has attempted to keep cattle away from that area during

those three months. There have been no specific

utilization studies other than use pattern mapping in

the crucial desert tortolse habitat from 32/15% ta &/730

of any year to date. 0On the remainder of the allotment

there are several areas of heavy (61-80%) use,

especially near waters and in washes and within theT 77 s
wild burro critical aresa.
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M Wild BEurvro

Jn OChigctive 1- Short Tersm and Long Term {(WE-1

ach wild burro kKey arsa On an annua
87

WE-2

Faeyv Species WE— 1
White Bursage (FROLD
Farmge Ratany (ERPA
Catelaw (ACER)
Globemallow (SPAME2)

iz ;

Ry
)\..’ n

This obijective has not boen
ecasecded b allowab:le o

areas in 1981 and wbilisz

L on the burro

5 severe on key

ablorn wa
in 1989, except at the Quail Wash key area. Us

mapping of the area indicates hmavy UEE .

andic 5o o bhat the wild burro o
LA 5uppmw+ & ¥ feam L1 o &2
i Futurs monitoring data would be used
identify whether this level is in balance with
@rvironmenl.

Mo 4 boe dng

N, Techrnical Recommendations

ommendations are based on analvsis a
eolfic resowrce objectid

i Thw fmllmwiﬁg ]
af bhe allotment and s

1. Continue to issue livestock arazing permits
applied for when livestock for avallable.
Continue to e pernits on a guarterly basis.
Implementing this objective will aid in meeting
objective Al-10,

e Adiust wild burvo pUp”lutlqu to achieve a
thriving natural cal balance by removis
@xoess animnals and 1
of &2 amnimals. Momnitoring data evaluated
accordance witin the Tas
this recommendation. Remove approdimately
burras from the Gold Botte HMS by the end of
FYL9ZOQ in coordination with the National Park
Service and the Arirzomna Strip and Fhoenix
Districts. (See bection IV of the ATE folder.)
WE-1, A0-8 and A0-? will be met through this

recommendation.
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o Implement the following grazing scheme for
Gold Butte Allotment (See Appendix, Map 2):

Allow approvimately two-thirds of the licensed
livestock to utilize the western and southern
edges of the allotment including elevaltions about
the 2500 fest level or below from October 15
through March 1% (winter/spring). The remainder
of the vear, March 146 through October 14
(summer/fall), the majority of the livestock will
utilize the central and northern sections of the
allotment with elevations 2400 feet or higher.
Movement will be based on availability of forage,
phenology and climatic conditions.

The area of Gold Butte allotment which is
considered crucial desert tortoise habitat will
not be utilized from March 1% to October 15. Two
water developments in this area, Mud Springs,
Horse Spring pipeline are dependable waters
primarily in the summer when other waters are diry .
Garden Spring pipeline troughs are also in the
tortoise area, but have not been wsed recently dus
to the drift of livestock into Arizona. This
grazing schieme will aid in meeting objectives: A0-
1 through 4, A0-7, KA-1 and KA-1L, RA-1, W-1, WL-
2. and UP-1,

@. Range Improvement Frojects

The following range improvements are
recommended to facilitate in implementing the
proposed grazing schems, therefore the same
objectives listed above will be met.

1. Through a cooperative agreement with the
Eureau and the livestock operator, construct
the proposed Mineral Butte Drift Fence. The
fence would run from Mockingkbird Spring to
Willow Spring pipeline trough and corral.
The proposed fence will aid in keeping
livestock in the vicinity of the waters which
are close to Lake Mead during the winter and
spring months and discourage drift into
tortoise habitat the remainder of the vear.
To meelt objsctives UP-1 & RA-1.

B Y S ey oy >4
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v Lonstrouct the proposed Asure Ridge Fenos.
This will prevernt delft of livestook
fiam Arizona into Gold Butte. The fence
would prohibit livest ittt ‘ints the
crucial deserlt hortois area and would allow
Tor & morse acour: deetermination of the
mumbiers of 1iv sock at Horse Springs and
Garden Springs pipeline troughs. The fence
would also prevent cattle from drifting off
Gold Butte allotment to the Grand Wash area
o the Tassi Allotment in Arizona. Garden
Bprings troughs are currently nobt in use dus
to the problem of deift into Srizona. T

e obhjective UP-1.

i

3

e Fence the Summit Spring souwrcs with a
wildlife specification fence. SAaViIng water
available at thes source, run a pipeline down
the canvon to the reservoir or a trouoh.

This will provide sufficient water to
maintain or improve the riparian habitat and
provide water for wildlife and livestook.

e Bultte Sopring & valuation, BLH
obijectives A0-1, A0-2, A0-4. RA-1, W-

H

g

a4, the source of Connelly Spring with
wildlife speci tion fence. Fipe the water
Trom the g to troughs helow the source.
Frovide a wal trough both inside and
i isting corral. When the
jathering and moving

48 corral provides an
effective ne of trapping livestock for
loading and transport. During this time,
water will only be provided inside the corral
for livestoock and available at the spring
sowrce for wildlife., When livestock are not
being moved or trapped, water will be
available outside the corral. This will aid
in meEsting objectives &0-1, & 2, 604 & 5,
W=1, UF-1, WL-2 and Ra-1.

ek x

9.0 Using the existing gap fernce in Twin
Springs Wash as a wing f@nﬁm, construct a
corral which would aid in the gathering and
moving of livestock. This will help meet
objectives A0-4 and UFE-1.

T T e e i
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& Develop a well on the northern end of Perkins
Canyon (off the old Gold Butte Road) which will
provide water during the spring and summer months
when grazing on the desert tortoise habitat is
limited. This will help meet obiective AD-4 and
b=l -

7. Extend the existing pipeline from Gold Butte
aboult five miles to service more arca. This will

sy

aid in mesting AO-1, AD-2, and AC-4.

8. Develop a drift fence near Bitter Spring (aka
Red Bluff Spring) limiting use of the area to the
winter/spring at allowable use levels aof S5%.
Develop a pipeline to divert some water from the
riparian area in the canvorn. Leave water at the
source for wildlife.

Diverting water from the riparian area will
discourage heavy traffic and use by livestock.
Faencing the riparian area is not recosmmended. The
spring is in an active wash and a fence would be
washad out during heavy runoff periods.  This will
aid.-in meeting AOD-1, 2, 3, 4, &, 7, 8, 9 KA-1L,
=1, W-1, Re—-1, WL-3 and 4, WL-15, UF-1, and WRE-
4

7. Develop two waters in wild burro habitat to
take soms pressure off the Lake Mead arsa. These
waters would maintain the habitat by spreading out
the use throughout the wild burro habitat. A0-7 &
D Ul o WB-]

4. Grare Red Bluff Spring (Bitter Spring) primarily in
the winter and spring to obtain allowable use levels of
3%%. Develop a drift fence near Bitter Spring to
discourage continuwous use of the ares. Develop a
pipeline ta divert some water from the riparian area in
the canyon. Leave water at the source for wildlife.
Diverting water from the riparian area will discourage
heavy traffic and use by livestock. Fencing the
riparian area is not recommended as the spring is in a
active wash and a fence would probably be washed out.
This will aid in meeting A0-1, AO0-2, AD-4, RA-1, and W-
1.

. Continue to make existing waters available to wild
burros and insure that all new waters are available to
wild burros and wildlife. This meets objective A0-9,
AC-3, WL—-1, and WL-2.

T ST AT L
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Vil Consultations

The following specialists provided techmical input for this

evaluation.

Marbk Maley,

Managemsnt

Bob Turner,

Mevada

Halev, Wildlife Biolooists
Jepartment of Wildlife

ol Farnae Conservationist

of Land Management

Terry Driver., Range Conservationist., Stateline
and Burro Specialist
Bureau of Land Management

4

John Frei and Felton Frei of 6 &F Ranches
Livestoock Operator

Dave Schafersman, Hyvdrologist
Bureau of lLand Managsment

Janaye Byergo, Wilderness Specialist
Buregauw of lLand Manaoement

Randall Wilson, Soil Scientist
Soil Conservation Service

.y
o

le, S5id Slosn, Wildlife Riologists
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Appendix B (3)

Gold Butte Allotment

Monthly Rainfall
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Gpld Butte Allotment Utilization
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Key Area 3 — Quall Springs Wash
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Gold Butfe Allotment Utilization
: Key Area 2 — Cedar Basin
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Gold Butte Allotment Utilization

2

Key Area 1 — Horse Springs
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These photographs depict the heavy trailing by wild burros on Gold Butte Allotment.
The highest concentrations of burros are on the southern edges of the allotment
bordered by Lake Mead. The 1987 aerial census found most of the burro population

. in Gold Butte in these areas.




Burro tracks in this sand dune indicate very Burro "dusting areas" are common to areas
recent use by several burros. Tracks more than of heavy use by wild burros. fos
a few days old would not be visible in the sand. 0
A group of burros near the shore of Lake Mead Another example of wild burro trailing typical
in Gold Butte Allotment. . of the areas of high burro populations in
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