
United States Department of the Interior 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 

CALIENTE RESOURCE AREA 
P.O. Box 237 

C&liente, Nevada 89008 

4700 
(NV-.055 .14) 

(702) 726-3141 

Terri Jay 
Counnission for the Preservation of Wild Horses 
Stewart Facility 
Capitol Complex 
Carson City, NV 89710 

Dear Ms. Jay: 

/0/1!~ 
IN REPLY REFER TO: 

SEP o 1 tSB~ 

Enclosed are copies of the Five Party Meeting minutes that you requested. If 
you have any questions please contact Jule Durfee, Wild Horse and Burro 
Specialist. 

Enclosure: Meeting Minutes 

Sincerely, 

Curtis G. Tucker 
Area Manager 



United States Department of the Interior 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 

Ms. Terri Jay 
Executive Director 

NEVADA STATE OFFICE 
850 Harvard Way 
P.O . Box 12000 

Reno, Nevada 89520-0006 

commission for the Preservation 
of Wild Horses 

Stewart Facility 
capitol complex 
Carson City, Nevada 89710 

Dear Ms. Jay, 

DEC 7 1989 

·- -- . 
IN REPLY REFER TO: 

1120 
(NV-912) 

As requested at your November 16 meeting, we will be pleased to have our 
manager most familiar with the Nevada Wild Horse Range meet with you at the 
next commission meeting. we understand that the meeting is set for January 25, 
1990, at the Clark county school District Board Room on E. Flamingo in Las 
Vegas. 

Mr. Curtis Tucker, our Caliente Area Manager, would like to make a short 
presentation to you on the management of the Wild Horse Range. This would 
include a brief historical background on the range and on the Five Party 
Agreement which is instrumental in the management of the geographic area. It 
would also include recent findings on horse condition, habitat and resulting 
actions. As you are aware from information you and Mrs. Lappin presented at 
your November meeting, there is immediate concern for the welfare of the wild 
horses in the area. By the commission's January 25 meeting date there may be 
several management actions which have occurred in December and January. 

Prior to the January meeting, we will send each of the commissioners 
information on the Five Party Agreement and any other material which may be 
useful in preparing for your session. 

Mr. Tucker has mentioned the January 25 meeting in telephone conversations 
with personnel from the Nellis Air Force Base. However, we would suggest that 
you formally invite them to be on your meeting program so that you may include 
them on the agenda. The addresses for the Five Party Agreement members and 
for the key members of the groups which were involved in drawing up that 
arrangement are enclosed. 



i 

If either Mrs. Shane or Mr. Tucker may be of further assistance in 
facilitating your meeting, please feel free to call on them. 

For 

Enclosure: 1 
1. Five Party Agreement members 

cc: DeLoyd Satterthwaite, chairman 
commission for the Preservation of 

Wild Horses 
Spanish Ranch 
Tuscarora, NV 89834 

Sincerely, 

Edward F. Spang 
State Director, Nevada 

2 



Five Party 
Agreement members 

Nevada Di vision of Wildlife '<' (?'l v ,f>\ 
Attn: John Donaldson 'Q;\A<(Cv ~i1o- 5ld- 7 

State Mailroom complex 
Las Vegas, NV 89158 

commander 
554 RG/CC 
Nellis Air Force Base ./_ t\Q r, ~ '--/~ 
Attn: C,Ql. J, W. T,a casse --o-JI~ \._M. ' a I . 

Las Vegas, NV 89191 

u.s. Fish and Wildlife service 
Desert National Wildlife Range/ 
Attn: nave Brown • , V 
1500 North Decatur Boulevard 
Las Vegas, NV 89103 

Department of Energy 
Nevada Operation Office 
Attn: ~ 
P. O. BOX~ C\151::'.5\g 
Las Vegas, NV • J,tq &II& 

~ ~ \Cl?:,-<35 I '6 
554 Range Group 

✓ Nellis Air Force Base 
Attn: Harley Dickensheets 
Las Vegas, NV 89191-5000 

col. Charles L. Meyer, USAF 
USAF/DOE Liaison Officer 
Nevada Operations Office 
P. o. Box 98518 
Las Vegas, NV 89193-8518 

Arwin Wendell Mars 
TTR Assistant Department Manager . 
Reynolds Electric & Engineering 
P. O. BOX~ I 0 7 ~ 
MaS Va.JD, NV &9-H-4, 8qo uq 

, o 0O'i'O I"'\ I 

Arthur L. Williams, Jr. Esq. 
General counsel 
Reynolds Electric & Engineering 
P. o. BOX 14488 q~S'd--l 
Las Vegas, NV .~ 

<?Cj 1q 3 ~ K''S d-I 

/ 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTI1ENT OF THE INTERIOR 
BUREAU OF L.AND ~.ANAGEMENT 

Caliente Resource Area 
P. 0. Eox 237 Caliente, Nevada 89'32'8 

(702) 726-3141 

Memorandum March 4, 1989 

To: Area Manager 

From: Supervisory Range Conservationist 

Subje2t: Notes Frcm Marc.½. 3, 1989 Five-Party Meetiri:: 

The five-p:i.rty meeting was held at the Las Veg-3.S District Office beginning at 
9 : 00 .Al'1 and adjourning at 11 : 0Zl AM. 

Attending: 

Curtis G. Tucker, Caliente R.A. Mc.nager, BLM 
Tim Mur;;,hy, Sup-erviscrJ Range Conse !""T. , BLJ.'1 

726-3141 

Pete Christense!'"l j A~3t. Dist.. f.vf..g. , Re!::ources, BL·l 
Feger Ale1~2.nder, Di:.::trict P2.2_n_.r:er, BL..'1 

646--8820 

='·:·C St2 .eg~~: Dist. Ran._gs Cc~scrraticnist, BL¾! 
T.-:;!'"~l L•r:.ve~: Dist . Wild ~~:r~e./5ur~o S~.::. : E~,1 
C-:il. C . L. t1eye1.~, USP..F f[X.:E Liaison 295-1147 
Lt. Col. J. Jacobs, USAF/IDE Liaison 
Ronald Bentley, Sandia Nat. Labs 295-8211 

652-3650 
646-3401 
295-1146 
295-2226 

Harley Dickensheets, 554R6/Nellis AFB 
Dave Brown, USF&W 
Frank Bingham, DOE 
/>__ythur L. Willie.ms, REECO M/5541 
i·~::-:;i:: rtf~:-:d~.:.2-M.:-.rrs, 
B1..:.t.::z1 E'.;.dil2..:.. NICW 

or;-:--r,--. _ T-.nt: : 
"-' ........... ~·-· 

Five springs are ranked by priori~y in the Nevada Wild Horse Rar.,ge Herd 
Management Area (NWHF!¾f..A) Plan. The~e were listed as follows at the meeting for 
discussion as candidates for three sprir,gs to be developed or reconstructed, al'ld 
sut~~~ue~tly maintai..~ed for three years by REECO. 

Proiests Li sted 

Cedar Wells: 

lipper and Lower Corral Spri..'lgs: 

Silvert-ow Spg. /Pipeline (FL): 

Rose Spg./PL: 

Tur:.nel Spr.irig: 

Poor Condition. Number 1 priority for FY 89 
reconstiuction by BLM_. 

. I 

Good Condition. 

Poor Condition. Head cox in a p:;or location 
due to shifting channel, head cox lower than 
end of FL, FL va~r locks. Preliminary 
recc~e. "'ldaticn is tc, relc.{::at~ head to:.: U?b.ill 
(9'Jssibly 1 + miles) , aCd re-~u.irecl ne~7 F'L, ~i!~ 
'\Tr~nts J f::tora.ge ta.r J;:s' tl'CU .fZlS . Gocvj C:3.r.Ld.i~:L~te 
fct· REECO. 

C-00d C-0nd1 -r-1on. 

Poor Condition. Spring, PL, t:-t.-r1k ( s) , 
tro11g:i1 ( s) need rc'..:;011st!::..tctic n. G..:cd car.c!idate 
for REECO. 

_ _, 
... 
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Cedar Spg.: Good water develoi;:.ment. Of three spring heads 
at least two are thought to have water rights 
held by Joe Fellini. Possible conflicts with 
project developmP....nt through Bureau action. 

There was a unanimous agreement that Silverb:;,w and l\mnel Spring are 
res::pectively, the number 1 a"1d number 2 candidates for work by REECO. 
The NWHRHMA Plan altows for consideration of other springs in addition to the 
priori ties listed a1:ove through consul tat ion with the five-party c"cloperators. A 
third spring for development or reconstruction and maintenance by REECO was 
needed outside of the aoove six priorities. 

Cliff Spring is an old Spg. /E, development in p::or c~ndi -i;,ion and in need of t.ot.:.=tl 
reconstruction. Cliff Spring is located on tb.c east side of tn.e Ni-'iHPJIMA. 
Through consultation, a unanimous agreement was m.ade to include Cl; f-f $Pring as 
the third candidate for work by REECO. 

Springs to receive work by REECO by priority. 

1 . Sil ·ver~ow 
2. Tun::e2. 
3. Cliff 

- Water rig..~ts for the aoove three candidate springs will ce researched. 
party was named for this detail. 

Project design will be completed by REECO with review by the _BLM. 

EA / CA to be developed by REECO wi tu'-! r~view by ELM. CE p:ssible if all 
1:;orlc ::.;:..l2-1:--= ,:..c::::cm:r_:2.ish...:d i;.;i t l1in t t-:: c==-~·:.~2:l~ ... C2.s-:::..:~=~ .e.~"':::?. ,?X/.:i 21 

exi.2:t.ing :=-~- er ·,~ ·.:: 7 (i~"rS :=• 1 a ,....~-.:_1.;,i ..,..,c:.,1 r.:.~c ·. - --··-=--=-.; ~ -~?"'"· -=-~---.:.:::-_--:-_-=-~ lP -f.--.~ \:=;-t-. C.· .. -. 

No 

011tline fo1~ H' A and CE de"t1elopment was pro·vidEd tc ... -\. We!'ldell i'1ayrs, REECC.; -
TTR. 

- An EA due to proFQsed work on Tunnel S:_:g. 2_rid Cliff Spg. must be reviewed 
by the USAF, Tactical Air Corrnnand. This re';:.ew pe:::-:.od is 45 days . 

- A field 
followi.:.'1,g 

1. 

2. 

inspection will be C8r:dL1cted by tte 
purp::>ses. 
.Ground check the project proposals . 

Gather resource data within the NW1IRHMA 
a. Use area surrOLmdi..l'lg project pro!,'."Osals 
b . Other areas within the H1'1A. 

ccope!9ators fer the 

Eob Staeger read a re:cowJnendaticn suggesi:;J..!'_g r,;;-wordfr.g of the current Draft 
Ccurt Order for REECO. T'nis recom.rnendation is att2.ched. 'fhe five-party 
cooperators ag1:·eed to follo\;-7 through ar:d consult with the State regarding the 
suggested r:::--;.;-ording. The EL!."·1 and Fi'EECO will c,~ordina.te this suggestion to the 
State of ~1Ervc.da.. 

-. ., 



=rvE PARTY MEETING 
MINUTES 

he Five Partv meeting was convened 15 Aug. 1989 at 11:00 AM in the Las Vegas 
istrict-BLM office. Curtis Tucker-BLM conducted the meeting. 

he first item for discussion was the horse situation on the NRC. Curtis 
ucker lead the discussion. Terry Driver rec o rted the results of the Nellis 
ensus; 5510 adult and 708 f □als. Discussion centered around possible 
anagement options. The preferred alternative was to remove 3000 head of 
,orses. The probability of the preferred alternative becoming reality was 
iewed as small given past experience. The possibility of a large die-off in 
.he horse population was viewed as only a matter of time given current 
onditions. Assuming the horse population continues to increase~ forage and 
•ater conditions will continue to deteriorate. The rains came last week and 
rev ided enou,;h ,->Ja ter to keep the horse popul 2. tion going. H2.rl ey DickensheE-ts 
eported that the deer and the antelope were coming into the compounds to 
rink. Strategies for dealing with a large die-off when it occurs were 
iscuss~•d. Plans for a NRC tour involving Nancy Whitaker of API, Terri Jay of 
ommission for Preservation of Wild Horses, and Brian McKenzie of the Humane 

Invitations wi l l be extended and Harley Dickensheets 
:ill coordinate a suitable _date to get on the NRC. He also suggested that 
'ublic Affairs be involved in the tour. 
·ange (vegetation) study was discussed. 

The possibility of an inde~endent 
The group as a whole felt that past 

•xperience indicates that another court case was inevitable. A range study 
8nductsd by a neutral third party, preferably a university with a good range 
=r :.,gr c:u::~ r·JC•L~lci b~ Lt:: efL~l 2 \,..idc=nc.2 S.Ltpport.::.n g 2 l.~.r ce .se . 
. he major obs~acle to completing a study. 

Fu n di n g was f □~nd t~ be 

lext topic of discussion was fencing the western boundary of the NRC introduced 
,y Harley Dickensheets. He has money he would like to spend on fencing and 
eels that he cari make his money go further if he works with the BLM. He would 
ike ccoperdtion from BLM in preparing the EA, completing the cultural 
learances, survey and design and preparation of a fencing contract. He feels 

.hat BLM has fewer constraints in putting a fence project on ths ground. 

esponsibili ty for the adjace n ~ oublic lan~s. 
ence was discussed. Curtis Tucker asked Harley Dickensheets to gat~er 
nf □rmaticn on where the holes are in the fence. Plans are to hav2 the burro 
,ffenders do the labor to maintain the fence as part of their community service 
ime. Harley also wanted to move 4 miles o f fence near Stonewall Spring. He 
eeds s ome one to do the cultural clearance. Curtis Tucker agreed to c □mplete 

h2 cultural clearance. 

ule Durfee BLM presented the current status of REEC□ water projects . 

. cger Ale x~ nder commented on the current status of thJ Nellis EIS. 

'er5onne 1 in a ttendence included: 

.es i'1or1 t-oe 
larley Dicken·5heets 
t. Col. Jake Jacobs 

:urtis Tucke,-
:utch F'adilla 
iary Ryan 
ule Durfee 
:ob Furlow 

DOE 
554RG/Nellis AFB 
USAF/DOE Liaison 
BLM/CRA 
NDOW 
BLM/Las Vegas 
BLM/CRA 
USFWS/La.s Vegas 



··ete Christensen 
ien F. Collins 
~oger Oyler 
':ager Ale>:ander 
erry Driv~=r 

BLM/Las '-'egas 
BU-1/Las Vegas 
BLM/Battle Mountain 
BLM/Las Vegas 
B!._M/Las \/egas 

I 
I 
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Nancy Whitah.~r 
An'ltr1al Protaction Irn:;.titut,,;: ,Tf t,rwc2,· ka 
P.<). Box 2:?~(:6 
Bacr-'lm,~ntu, CA .. 
De~r Me. Whitaker: 

Your comment lottBr oo tho Nid l t,';: Air furc0 P.angH Or aft Resc.Jurce 
Plan/E1wirc,nment&J Impact Statement (rwaft RP/EI-S} wr1G receivl:)d by 
t.!i!.3 Calii:tnta l-fosour--cis Ar·ea off le:;, nn $~pt~mber 1.3, 19m,. The 
-:·,mun➔nt per fr,d etHJed on :;;€,ptc•mb.;:r· 1, f'.:JS:L 

n~c,u,.s(i yu,;r ::omment;;:.? l':'ero not. (i.;,cuivorJ • . .mti i ;;;,,ftiJr· the cl<.t:o:t.i Gf th'3 
1,..,1.;t:,J'i( ,; •.:.or.uw:•nt. and t•I::Vr8w peric.d, they will not. bH tr.r;luJHd in thi;: 
Pu:ip~ee,:J f-<',:~:1, . .HJrc~ Pian/Fln:.ifl Env ·irornn;;ntal fmprtct St.1temen1:, ant:l 
l-!;0refcw2, Jo nc;t fJSt.::il:,li::;h ':l rqcor-d of parti,:·ipdtion in th(! 
P!ilnnlnq fd·oce;:;a and dQ not t-)StilbJi~,h an "::1ffGct1yJ inten::B-t;•· :i-tdt.t!3. 

H8!Jardl1:1:,.:::,; of t!i,,.~ ab,:iv,2 aituat-ic,n, how.~vt:r·, I 1'"01.1?.J lika to alj<fri~ss 
your con~erns. The plan 1s. by n0ce~sity, limite~l to tw0 
c¼ 1 r.~rnat i Vf.tB. Hee ,:,t i mar y use of the p hrm i ng eneu i u, b•1 law, for 
;11i1itriry µuq)ose::3; .::tlrwn,t ,:di ot:J1c.~, u::;e:,:; 1,u-0 aJL_.,.,,,~~1 'lt th~.: 
discretion of tho Air Farce (seo Section S of tt~ Military land~ 
Withdrawal A.ct on page t,-2 . of th':'.! Dr;1ft HP/ElSl, thus limiting thc-:1· 
B1.1t-~f.tu' t:; management. opt 1011:3 _ 

The confusibn over the "wild hot·~e boundary isaue· appears to bd a 
mic,under-st&:trn..l·ing. The f4evaaa ~·dld H(.1rst, R:1nge (N~vHR) is still in 
e.dst~nc~. and h,li'l bf}en, conthn1uw.,Jy, tdncc, it.-3 incept-ion in 19(12. 
The boundaries of' th~ NWHH were or i9it1ai1y .:~etobl 1Ghed by 
,;;ocperative 3greenlB.nt bat .. .:een the OlM f.lnd Air f'on: :-~ in 1:H>2; the 
:1 i ze of the NWHH was ttH'JucerJ from 4..:i.5. 000 acn.:.,i-; to ffPprox iinate 1 y 
:394,000 acre8 ·by 1:1 coopC;l1rative a'.Jr<":em-3nt betw~~n Elt-1 ;::lfld th~ Air 
F,:.:irc:e In 1965. The f !➔ 7 :s cooper ilt i ve agreen,ent. bet.wttan SLM and tho 
Air Force did n9.t rnodify the bowd.::.ry vf the t~Wt·IH nor did it aboJ lsh 

_ the HHHR; ti ii;; - I 9 7 3 ~greemt:lnt \.1'1 d ~ hmvevat·, re-·def in.,~ th~ two 
,}tgencie~1• respcn.s1biJ·ith1s w1dt.r th.a Wi 'ld, Fr~e-·Hoaming Hor;:;e :;ma 
Burro M;t of t 971. ,x-.:;ti '' §'.i\own tJfl H&p 8 in tl"tt:? Draft HP/EI 3, . the Nr/HR 
ie 1ocated ,,dthit1, bt,t;ija hot identical t.o. the 1971 f·,vn:t'E! ~we ar,~"l. 

HI..M's .Wfldliff,; 2Qi)'J pl,in tc ::i ·.,L1te1w.rnt. ,~f i.,;,:,I i-:..y, 211id ,1.:., 5Uch, 
9f•nE:oral ly t"tPPliGS tt:, .-,d 'l BLM·--~1d:w!ni '.d :1~f•?U Lltid:,. ln ::.,.illli,:: 

:11t.u,itir,1H.;:, h,)l'Ji:'.'V(:.'r, a p~d'ici i~,: r;ot ::.p1.,·li.-: .tat.·, l(~ du..--_,, t~.) ot : 1a:..r 
ci.:,n:~tr;11nt:1 on l/tnd us~ .:: ; 1:hL, i-; ~ .:.:.p,=:ci·:11l·; f:'llf; :·.:n..,!,,_:. i ·,n.Js 1:~,-.,:, 
L·• .. •,~n ..,, 1 tl,dr,:fr,n f•~>r ,,t.h1-:1i purr:.•,,0 .sBs :::u ,::1·, .cL ; ,,-,i I it ,.;r y UF-1:, .. 
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'{(1Ur- atatement that "The number· of ,"lCi-E:S invoived i~ e~t.imat!::id aB 

814,300 or 37 percent of the wild horse habitat area~ is incorrect~ 
Paragraph 4 on page 3-6 of the Draft RP/EIS stataa that. the area 
i nvo 1 ved i :.:; .. 8.14. 0{)0 acres- ~H J)~n:~~nt of the .D.1.fill..D.J n;.3 J!L.(@.. •• 
{emphasis ttd 1jad). The Drnft RP/EIS stat.e doc~s not ind icat.e t~at 
wild hor:}es utilize t..he entire planning an,a. 

Trend studie& were est~blished in 1986~ and utilization studies havo 
beeri conducted in 1985, 1986, 1987, and 1988. 

' 
M~p Hon page 1·-14 clear,y ictunt·ffit?--E , tht::- boundai ~iea of the Balo 
Mountain allotment and the boundar-tea of the NWHR; the map a·tso 
clearly shows that th~re is no overlap between the Bald Mountain 
allotment and areaa being utilized by wild horses. 

The acreag& Figure given for wild horse habitat on page 3-6 refers 
to the acreaga tein9 uti'lizec.i by wild ih1rses; it is n,.:,t t,:> be 
".:Of)ftJst?d with thE, NWHR I th~ 394, OGO ,.1cre2 compri G itVJ the NHHR i c 
included in the acreage figures stated on page 3-6). 

The information on page 3-8 is cort~act; ..auJ;JJJ-11:~Z&s! J·lv&nto,,;;t~ 
grazing '!'1as ct·te.continuL•d in 19f.,8, ,:md by 19G6, till J.1-;::rmit~, fmd . 
. I ea .sea h~d baen .al i mi na-ted by th~ ,c.. i r Fo, .. ce. However, ss stated in 
the Nevada ~-Ji l d Hor·oe Range Herd Management Area P 1 an ( par;:tgrapJ-i. -6, 
pa.g~ D···l of the Draft RP/EIS), unauthori.:e,,j livestocK ~:wazing did 
cont·lnue to occur until 1979 wli-=1n the northern boundary fence or th~ 
Me 11 is A ·i r Fcwce Ranss wa.6 comp 1 a tad. 

Curtis Tucker, the Caliente At·ea Manager, 1s responsible for the 
Nevada Wi 1d Horse Runge and ·is ava.-l labl~ to he·rp y(;u. H<~ can ba 
contacted at P.O. Box 23i, Caliente, N~vada B-9006, or you can rea:,ch 
him at (702) 1ia-3t41. Ha has arranged a tour of the N~vada Wild 
Horse Range~ 

I hope that the abova answera your concerns and cteara up any 
confus -ion you may h.:ive h3d re9r1rdin1 the status of the Novada Lvi ld 
Horse Rang-a. If you have furtt·1-sr que-5t i on2. ,~ l eaoa contact t3 i ther 
myself or Roger Alexand~r ~t the atove addY6Ds or c3lJ {702) 646-
8600. 

cc: Curtis Tucker 

BEN F~ COLLINS 

Ben F. Co 1 i Ins 
L"t'i:;;r.rict Ma.i1a4.,.:;r 
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? UNITED STATES GOVERNN 'T 

'', · Memorandum DEPARTMENT OF THE INTE, ... - t 
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT .. ~(Q~rp 

4 700 (I 
(NV - 0 S 7 . 7) . 

To 

FROM 

Caliente Resource Area Manager Date: MAY 2 4 1984 

Range Conservationist/Wild Horse & Burro Specialist, · 
Caliente Resource Area 

SUBJECT : Oleck on Wild Horse cond~tion and~~ •ii•■ ;ac;:,.._.,. .. ~ . ---
On April 26, 1984 Olester Davis, Phillip C. Seegmiller, from the Caliente 
Resource Area visited the NWHR on the lTR in the accompaniment of Cecil 
Lang (OOE). The purpose of the trip was to show Cecil areas where main
tenance is needed on water sources to bring these water sources back into 
full operation to provide an adequate supply of water for the wild horse 
population. 

Corral Spring - At this site there are two main spring sources which will 
be referred to as upper and lower springs. The lower spring seems to be 
operating fine although there is problems with the amotmt of storage. 
The waterflow is approximately one ga~lon per minute. Also, gravel needs 
to be placed arolild the head box to prevent a cave-in which might stop 
the flow of water. The upper spring needs to be redeveloped, this will 
require use of backhoe, installation of headbox, pipe, storage tanks, 
and troughs. If the upper spring was connected to lower spring with 
adequate storage added it could supply plenty of water for the number 
of wild horses in the area. Troughs at both sites are old but could 
repaired to last for a few rrore years. What is needed is about a 5-1 
thousand gallon tank for storage. 

Materials needed: 300 feet of l½" pipe (plastic), cement 
and epoxy (one yard of cement), storage 
tank, 5,000 to 10,000 gallons, valves 
and connectors. 

All water should be collected from source and the overflow should come 
from the storage tanks. 

Tunnel Spring - Needs to be redeveloped to try and get all water available 
at source. Present flow is just a small am::nmt of approximately~ gallon 
per minute. Additional storage should also be added (2-3 thousand gallons). 

Rose Spring pipeline needs to be cleaned out to allow more water down 
the 1 ine . There needs to be storage tanks added to 1 ine of approxi -
mately S to 10 thousand gallons. Water control valves needed to be 
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added in to line to extend life and better control water flow. 
Troughs also need to be added to create 1500-2000 gallon storage. 
Also, there should be an investigation concerning the possibility 
of extending the line past USAF Site 4 and build capture facilities. 

2 

Silverbow - Silverbow seems to have maintenance problems near the 
source. Lines should be pumped back to'source from approximately 
300-400 yards down the line with the filter off the source to clean • 
out line. In addition, a trough of at least 1500-2000 gallon ca-
pacity with float valves needs to be added to the pipeline. Pipe-
line should also be extended four to five miles down the old corral 
road with capture facilities constructed to handle horses for removals. 

-. 
·-':-_-
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To: Office of the Solicitor, washingb::m, D.C. 

Frans State Director, Nevada· 

MAR 19 1985 

SUbjects Iegialativa History, Wild ~lbmdng Horse mx1 Burro 
Act of 1971 . ..,::._:•·' · ,, 

.. 

N9 haw n:ceritly attaJpted to .deteJ:mina tbs ~:~ CID J:eUCDlbly . be • 
oomddered as 1971 wild hmla habitat and the potacl:Jal stam9 of wild .. ,, .. · 
lmw CXl the Ne]] 1 s Bcll1bing Range near Las · Vegas, Nevada. 'lb 80CXJ1t>] 1 ab 

·this task, we haw DWi.ewed. our ava1Inble ·xacards mlatiw to tbe 1971 
Wild Blraa aid Burro Promct.:l.al J\ct. tl'lfoxtmately, wa &:> not haw oopies 
of tha Iagislatiw History for this Act and thm:afOl:e m:a mable to detm:
mina if. wild mrsea ar their stabJs m th! NeJ l 1 • B:IJbjrvJ Rm¥J8 was mn
tial8d by 0:l1g:t'ess ld8l OCl'lSiderlng tbs 1971 Act. 

l41 would lDs tx> ~ that~ office review the Legislatiw History 
for the Wild lbrse and Burm Protsction J\ct to &bema1M if wild h)rses 

. en tm Nellis bi>ing Range are mmt:laled. If this is mt possible, we 
'W0Uld lil<e to xequast that a cr,py of the Is"Jislative History be Dede avail-
able to us so that we can resam:ch th.I J::eOOrd. \. 

MFrei/ID 
03/15/85 

/S/ Roger :r. NcC 

Associate 

j 
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Si.ll!ID::, !:Y 

198,795 
177,835 
2:i9 , 2.L~2 
244,431 
257,154 

\J 
t-lWHR CASE FILE 

Wild Ho:::-~::: Ard Bur:-o S?=:Cialist 

Qf u.se QD the t::Ie1 Us RAoge Cozm2lex; 

mas ,l( S \ 

acres severe 17% 319,616 acres 
a2res heavy 16% 127,424 a.cres 
acres moderate- 23% 117,568 acres 
acres light 21% 119 J 724 acres 
acr<::s slight 23% 453,085 pcres 

u 

,q £& 

severe 15% 
acres heavy 13% 
acres moderate: 10% 
acres light 10% 
acres slight 53% 

in 

The ~.eve:::-e ccitegory did go higher in 1986, but that can be attributed ro lack of 
i::,recipi tation that would allo·..1 for t.1ild horses to move a1-,ay from 2.reas surroundi.'1€' the 
water sources . 

!J..l.!· in.g the 
i:1s t.al led . 
e1t the t1-1O 

Si.l.IT'Jrre:::- .::f 1985 th:-ee mi.!.es of pipeline .3nd fou:::- sets of t.J3ter ~roughs t.Jere 
This mainte:iE-_rice act.ivity took place at Tunnel Springs, Rose Springs, ard 

sources at Corral Springs. 

:) ... u--i.!"i.g the Sumrrrer of 1985 one wet::- source was m::ir1tairied at Ca'Tlp Springs. Key 
rr!':-::i toring 2.reas were selec-r.ed and utilization studies compl-:::t~. 

I: ►..irir:€ :he Spririg c-f 1S37 c,n-::: acic.i ::.·:mc::l Source wa!:: ITJair.tair1e:d ot Cc:mp Spririgs. 

0,1£:-?roj-=ct (Cedar W-=::lls) bes 1:.eeri identified to be maintained d!.lring 
:988 . 

-:-n-=-:·-:? ~=c:: t"'::en 2. 1,•ild hc·:·s-: :·-:::r.r-~,·:~l e:•.re-:··y Y€:3r s~c,:; 1985 -=•~ t~1-= iffiC . !Alri.'1.g the 
s~•1·:.r.g 0-f 1985. 1425 r=;:..:cess wild :ic•r::;-:::s wc::-E: rem..:wed from the 1-1~st si:IE: of the K.:iwic.'1 
:1·:,:~t::.in R.:>.rtge. ar:d 77 from t.he =~: ~.id-:: of the Range . Duririg the Spri.r-!.g of 198: 1 , 

2~:, r;:::-:i:-:::::: -;.: i ld !"ic-'!"St'.~ 1-1-::::-e ::-errr:-iv-:-d f ::--:im the: WE:st ~ id-:: -:if the Ka'l-lich !1-:-,ur1tai.r1 Rarige, 
:-::d :-3'! ':'..:-:c-:::~:~· t.Ji.:.d h0:·~t'.~ 2.r1~ 2·?'5 r;::-:r;-::~-':"- i-·::.l,: t>·..::-r:::.•~ w-::r":: :--.::m-:,ved :::-.:i!T1 Stcm'::t-1c.ll 
~?: .. ::~f . :-.2..:.>~p· !9-:!~~:-,v~C 2:4 t!--:::-~~:: . .:--:~ ::22 5:..irrc>~ f:·c•:r, ~'ild h-.:•!·s-:-Sp~-!.!~?: t.~t~: 2.2 .. -=~~ ~~~ 
:·:-: : ~:-=-~-~:~:·-:.~~~-=-, .. ,-:-s:. ~iC~ c,f :.!·:4.:: ~:-::.:.:~ r~~·!g~ Cc,r.·~::•l"=:-: b:,1..!.""!-:J:~-:•'. Tt1-:· :8~:7 Ex•::-::~~ wi2.d 
·; ·_•:--~_'::" !-:,_~ ;S ~ll'J !"-:":rr:".''=:J 7S !--1c.•~~~~ :! .. -~~: "':.:":~~.:;st :::id7 ,:,f th-:: !:::ii..':!.::!·; R~ ·!..~~, 434 f~ .. .:,~: ~ .. b-::: 
·-

1
-::~..:: ~ 1,_i--:-c,f t! !':: !~;s\.· i,.:h : .:--~~g~ 352 =~"·:,!'r. :.~,':: 2-:--:-·::~I r::-~-:::i R~~r:-:.,l( 1 ir I .:.._r!.j 2e,s l.J~rc r~rr:-:1".'~-::j 

:":---:.•:1; :.~!~ ?-°4=::!r-u L~ ·:c 2.rec _ 

:~,-= ~:::t-::s':. ~ .. ild ho:-::!:: C-:::,1sus ·..i.:::s c:::~,;..,1-::t-ed d'..l1·in.g S::;:,t:::ml:..=:r 1986 ct. w:·:ich time the:-e 
J·c::·<:: =-" E:~ti.,rn.:::te:d 41'.;':0 (.;,ct :--121 cou:-:':) wild ho!·s':::s still on the: NRC. 0£ the 4120 
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United States Department of the Interior 

- -
■ -

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 
NEV ADA ST ATE OFFICE - . 

850 HARVARD WAY 
P.O. BOX 12000 

RENO, NEV ADA 89520--0006 

Ms. Cathie Barcomb, Acting Director 
commission for the Preservation of 

Wild Horses and Burros 
Stewart Facility, 5500 Snider Ave., 

Bldg. 6, Room 137 
Carson city, NV 89710 

Dear Ms. Barcomb: 

IN REPLY REFER TO: 

1120 (NV-912) 

NOV 2 O 1990 

We'd like to draw your attention to a special event on the Las Vegas Strip. The 
Bureau of Land Management (BLM) is sponsoring a wild horse and burro satellite 
adoption on the Las Vegas Strip from December 7-11. The adoption site is south 
of the Tropicana and across from the Excalibur. 

The convenience of adopting a wild horse or burro will be highlighted with several 
special events which spotlight what formerly adopted •wild ones• can do. on 
December 7, 8 and 9 there will be two riding demonstrations on reining horses. 
Riders will be Steve Harris of Arizona and Tom Shilo of Nevada. A horse shoeing 
exhibition will be offered on those same days. 

From December 3-11, the BLM will feature a wild horse and a wild burro in the 
showroom arena of the Excalibur, the world's largest hotel casino. The Marine 
corps Mounted color Guard, which has an all wild horse unit of palominos adopted 
through the Nevada BLM, will be present December 7-9. Tentatively the unit is 
scheduled to make an appearance at the Excalibur. 

Radio Station KFMS is having a live remote from the Strip location on December 7. 
several well-know Western singers are scheduled to make appearances. 

All of this activity will coincide with the National Finals Rodeo in Las Vegas. 
It is a cooperative effort among three BLM units, Nevada, Arizona and California. 
The theme of the adoption centers on the contribution of the horse and burro to 
the development and settlement of the West. 

For the Nevada BLM the event also serves as a kickoff for a slate of events 
planned in Nevada to note the 20th anniversary of the Wild Free Roaming Horse and 
Burro Act. That Act was passed by congress on December 15, 1971. Nevadans played 
a major role in the passage of the legislation which declares that •wild 
free-roaming horses and burros are living symbols of the historic and pioneer 
spirit of the West.• we will be in touch with you again in 1991 as special 
events are announced, and we hope you'll be able to join us on those occasions. 

Sincerely, 

~ .8.1/fL-
for Fred wolf 

Acting State Director, Nevada 



DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE 
HEADQUARTERS 554TH RANGE SQUADRON (TAC) 

NELLIS AIR FORCE BASE NV 89191-5000 

OFFICE OF THE COMMANDER 

SUBJECT: 

TO: 

Wild Horse Management Plan 

Ms Catherine Barcomb 
Executive Director, State of Nevada 
Commission for the Preservation 

of Wild Horses 
Stewart Facility, Capital Complex 
Carson City NV 89710 

1. Reference your 30 October 1991 letter concerning the euthana
sia of injured or sick horses during roundups and the proper 
procedure to effect a more humane destruction. 

2. We reviewed contracted support with Advance Security Incorpo
rated (ASI) and have determined the contractor is following 
procedures approved by the Bureau of Land Management (BLM). A 
cooperative agreement for handling injured wild horses was agreed 
upon by representatives from BLM, Sandia Corporation, Department 
of Energy (DOE), ASI, and 554th Range Squadron, effective 
26 April 1989. From our records and recall, either BLM was 
present or an incident report was completed during all cases of 
euthanasia. The method used to down a horse was found acceptable 
by BLM as both cost effective and timely, resulting in minimal 
pain to the animal. 

3. If you feel a different method is warranted, please direct 
your request in writing to BLM. As managers of the wild horse 
program, they would need to change the established plan. 554th 
Range Squadron will ensure contracted security abides by the BLM 
agreement. 

4. My point of contact for the Horse Management Plan is 
Captain Bert Pridham, 554th Range Squadron, Facilities Branch, 

telephone ro;v=-
~NCAN 
Colonel, USAF 
Commander 

cc: BLM-NV State Director 
BLM-Caliente/Las Vegas 
USAF/DOE Liaison Office 
DOE TTRSO 
Sandia Corp-TTR 
FWC/EM 



United States Department of the Interior 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 

4720 
NV-055.14 

(702) 726-3141 

CALIENTE RESOURCE AREA 
P.O. Box 237 

Celiente, Nevada 89008 

Nevada Commission for the 
Preservation of Wild Horses 
Stewart Facility 
Capitol Complex 
Carson City, NV 89710 

Dear Cathy, 

IN REPLY REFER TO: 

This letter is in response to your comments and request for further information 
regarding the proposed wild horse removals from the Nellis Air Force Range 
(NAFR). 

You stated a concern over our methodology used to estimate the wild horse 
population. I have attached a copy of Jule Wadsworth's census report, showing 
how the population estimate was derived. The Lincoln Index is a common method 
of estimating population numbers. The wording in the environmental assessment 
has been clarified to show that the population number is an estimate. 

You expressed concern that too many horses may be removed. In our most recent 
census (September 1991), we made an actual count of 3,583 wild horses within the 
NAFR. Based upon data from our 1991 capture, we know that at least 581 of those 
wild horses are over ten years old. Our projected funding levels for the planned 
1992 gather will allow us to remove 1,500 wild horses. The balance will still 
exceed the number of wild horses that should remain to support a thriving natural 
ecological balance. With our present handling methods, which include marking 
released horses, we will have an actual count of the horses that remain when we 
reach the appropriate management level. I don't anticipate any problems with 
removing too many horses. 

You expressed a concern about monitoring. Monitoring is an ongoing process; we 
monitor critical water sources, forage and animal condition. 

Water monitoring is conducted at three levels of intensity, based upon climatic 
conditions. It could be weekly, monthly, bi-monthly or quarterly. Because Air 
Force personnel are on the range daily, we rely upon them to notify us when there 
appears to be a water shortage. Upon receiving a reported shortage, we 
investigate conditions and make an assessment. Appropriate actions inc 1 ude 
making repairs to a damaged facility, increasing the frequency of monitoring, 
requesting the Air Force to haul water and conducting removals. 

Forage monitoring is conducted at two levels of intensity. Formal vegetative 
studies that are conducted on a cyclical basis, either annually or every fifth 
year. Informal monitoring occurs whenever the wild horse and burro specialist 
or other qualified Bureau employee visit the NAFR. 



Animal condition is conducted at two levels. Under normal conditions, visual 
observations by Bureau employees and/or Air Force personnel results in an initial 
judgement that animals are in good, fair or poor condition. When animals are 
judged to be in a stress condition, veterinarian expertise is obtained. 

A summary of monitoring results is included in the Environmental Assessment (EA). 

In your letter you express concern about water and water developments. A summary 
of water sources and flow data is included in the EA. Major water sources within 
the critical summer range have been repaired or improved during the previous 2 
years. Maintenance is an ongoing process which will occur regardless of whether 
we gather wild horses or not. 

You bring up the question of additional water development. Additional water 
development will not solve the problem of too many numbers. Vegetative data 
indicates that severe use is occurring 15 miles from perennial water sources and 
over 800 square miles of the vegetative resource are severely used. This level 
of use is excessive and unconscionable from a resource management point of view. 
Additional water development will only move the problem not solve it. 

Continued drought conditions have decreased the amount of water available for 
horses. Some spring sources ceased to flow during the summer months (1991). 
Repair and improvement do very little when there is no water to flow into the 
trough. 

You questioned in your letter why ship horses to Kingman, AZ. The option to ship 
to Kingman increases the flexibility of the gather plan. This flexibility 
becomes invaluable when dealing with unforeseen circumstances. Your question 
concerning shipment of young foals has been addressed in the final document. 

Our monitoring data for Nellis are periodically consolidated and presented to the 
public through a herd management area evaluation. We have provided you and WHOA 
with copies in the past and intend to continue doing so. I don't consider it to 
be cost effective to send copies of every data report to you or all of the other 
organizations that have an interest in the Nellis Herd. If you have interest in 
a specific time or instance, we can provide you with that data. 

Thank you for taking the time to respond to our request for comments. I hope 
this letter has provided the information you desired. If you have further 
questions, please contact Jule Wadsworth at the above address. 

~ncerely/71 r _"r,1 
'™ii' ' y ~ ~ ~'-'\ Curtis\Jl. Tucker 

Area Manager 

Enclosure - Census Memo 
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United States Department of the Interior 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 
LAS VEGAS DIST RICT OFFICE 

4765 VEGAS DRIVE 
P.O . BOX 26569 

LAS VEGAS, NEVADA 89126 

Commission for the Preservation of 
Wil d Hors e s and Burros 

c/o Ms . Cathy Barcomb , Executive Director 
St e wa r t Facility 
55 00 Snider Avenue, 
Bl d g. 6, Roo m 137 
Ca r son City, NV 89710 

Dear Ms . Barcomb: 

i ii 19!:ll 

- -- ■ 
IN R F PI V RF FF R T O: 

4700 
(NV-931.3) 

The Bureau of Land Management proposes to gath e r excess wild horses 
and burros from public lands in the State of Nevada no sooner than 28 
days from the date of this letter. 

The proposed gathering will be co nduct e d in the Las Vegas District in 
the areas shown on the enclosed maps and as described below, 

Her d Management 
Area/Herd 
Ar ea Name 

Nellis Air 
Force Range 

1 Enclosure 

Environmental 
Analysis Record 

Number 

NV-055 - 02-0l 

1 , Map-of Ne llis Ai r Force 
Range Gathering Ar ea (1 p) 

CC : 
SD, NV- 9]0 

Reason for 
Gathering 

Approximate Approx i mate 
Number to Number to 
be Removed Remain 

Attain 
t hri ving 
ecological 
balance 

1,500 

Sincerely, 

/4~ 
· Ben F. Collins 

District Manager 

2,083 

Palomino Valley Corral Manager 



HARRY REID 
NEVADA 

CJanittd £,tatts ~matt 

Mr. Dart Anthony 
Chairman of the Board 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

De c embe r 20, 1 988 

Humane Society of Southern Nev a da 
P.O. Box 82022 
Las Vega s , Ne v a da 89L80- 20?.?. 

Dear Dart: 

COMMITTEES: 

APPROPRIATIONS 

ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC WORKS 

SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON AGING 

Thanks for writing about the unfortunate deaths of the 
wild horses at the Test Site. I want you to know that I have 
contacted both the Environment a l Protection Agency and the Air 
Force, and asked that they report back to me on what action needs 
to be taken to see that act i ons such as these that led to the 
horses' deaths are not repe at ed and that this negligence is dealt 
with under the law. 

I hope that people who have knowledge of actions leading 
to the d e aths of our wild h orse s will begin to step forward. 
Without hard evidence on wild horse killing, it is going to be 
difficult t o bring this to a stop. 

Best wishes for 

HMR:wem 

CAHSQN CITY 

600 E. WILLIAMS ST .• SUITE 30 ] 
CARSON c,rv. NV 89701 

(702} 882-7343 

LAS VEGAS 

101 E, BRIDGfR ST., !;u11t 700 

LAS VEGAS. NV 891 0 1 

(702} 388-6545 

y season. 

RRY REID 
United States Senator 

A£NO 
300 BOOTH ST. 

Rl NO, NV 89509 
1702) 784-5568 

WASHINGTON . DC 

U.S. SENATE 

WASHINGTON. DC 20510 
12021 224 --3642 



LEGEND: 

- BARREN 
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-l 
United States Department of the Interior 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 

CALIENTE RESOURCE AREA 
P.O. Box 237 

Celiente, Nevada 89008 

4700 
(NV-055.14) 

(702) 726-3141 

Terri Jay 
Commission for the 
Preservation of Wild Horses 
Stewart Facility 
Capitol Complex 
Carson City, NV 89710 

Dear Ms. Jay: 

IN REPLY REFER TO: 

OCT 2 7 1989 

This letter is in response to the information you requested. Wild horse 

gathers were conducted in 1985, 1986 and 1987 on the Nellis Range Complex 

(NRC). The following number of horses were gathered; 1985-1502 horses, 

1986-1043 horses and 233 burros, 1987-1210 horses. The BLM has two 

cooperative agreements with the National Wild Horse Association for the 

maintenance of Rose Spring pipeline and Wild Horse Corral #1. 

Sincerely, 

Curtis G. Tucker 
Area Manager 


