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IN REPLY REFER TO:

United States Department of the Interior

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

CALIENTE RESOURCE AREA
P.O. Box 237
Caliente , Nevada 89008

4700
(NV-055.14) SEP 0 1 138g

(702) 726-3141

Terri Jay

Commission for the Preservation of Wild Horses
Stewart Facility

Capitol Complex

Carson City, NV 89710

Dear Ms, Jay:
Enclosed are copies of the Five Party Meeting minutes that you requested. If
you have any questions please contact Jule Durfee, Wild Horse and Burro
Specialist.

Sincerely,

CrnZia X . f//f}{/éﬁ

Curtis G. Tucker
Area Manager

Enclosure: Meeting Minutes
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NEVADA STATE OFFICE
850 Harvard Way
P.O. Box 12000 IN REPLY REFER TO:
Reno, Nevada 89520-0006

1120
(NV=-912)

DEC 7 1988

Ms. Terri Jay

Executive Director

Commission for the Preservation
of Wild Horses

Stewart Facility

Capitol Complex

Carson City, Nevada 89710

Dear Ms., Jay,

As requested at your November 16 meeting, we will be pleased to have our
manager most familiar with the Nevada Wild Horse Range meet with you at the
next Commission meeting. We understand that the meeting is set for January 25,
1990, at the Clark County School District Board Room on E. Flamingo in Las
Vegas.

Mr. Curtis Tucker, our Caliente Area Manager, would like to make a short
presentation to you on the management of the Wild Horse Range. This would
include a brief historical background on the range and on the Five Party
Agreement which is instrumental in the management of the geographic area. It
would also include recent findings on horse condition, habitat and resulting
actions. As you are aware from information you and Mrs. Lappin presented at
your November meeting, there is immediate concern for the welfare of the wild
horses in the area. By the Commission's January 25 meeting date there may be
several management actions which have occurred in December and January.

Prior to the January meeting, we will send each of the Commissioners
information on the Five Party Agreement and any other material which may be
useful in preparing for your session.

Mr. Tucker has mentioned the January 25 meeting in telephone conversations
with personnel from the Nellis Air Force Base. However, we would suggest that
you formally invite them to be on your meeting program so that you may include
them on the agenda. The addresses for the Five Party Agreement members and
for the key members of the groups which were involved in drawing up that
arrangement are enclosed.




If either Mrs. Shane or Mr. Tucker may be of further assistance in
facilitating your meeting, please feel free to call on them.

Sincerely,

74

Edward F. Spang
State Director, Nevada

For

Enclosure: 1
1. Five Party Agreement members

cc: DeLoyd Satterthwaite, Chairman
commission for the Preservation of
Wild Horses
Spanish Ranch
Tuscarora, NV 89834




Five Party
Agreement members

Yal
Nevada Division of Wildlife etV -
Attn: John Dbonaldson pute }*3b»6\3
State Mailroom Complex
Las Vegas, NV 89158

Commander
554 RG/CC

Nellis Air Force Base V/// %f_
Attn: Col. J e '8\%‘* e d %f‘""

Las Vegas, NV 89191

U.S. Fish and Wwildlife Service

Desert National Wildlife Range i N \

Attn: Dave Brown ¢ l()LHO 340 —ﬁ Lcﬂ _ﬁjdﬁﬂ

1500 North Decatur Boulevard /71£i”VVl }dlﬂf~ T A

Las Vegas, NV 89103 ORWUﬁQUELQ b Cbkﬂdﬂv&.- he/ 78

Department of Energy
Nevada Operation Office

Attn: Prank—Binghan y/ LG5 mnon ot ’ ;gﬂ_mﬂw
P. 0. Box #3860 %5\% — ——— 1994~ 1744 ¥

Las Vegas, NV -Gidsisi— e
2A192%-¢S5 1%

554 Range Group

Nellis Air Force Base v/ s B L S0 L
bS3~3 ~—

Attn: Harley Dickensheets

Las Vegas, NV 89191-5000

col. Charles L. Meyer, USAF @ﬁ7{0%£§7 (16&?
USAF/DOE Liaison Officer »/// P l*r] 0 OK o
Nevada Operations Office E%q:)’l\

P. O. Box 98518 e

Las Vegas, NV 89193-8518

Arwin Wendell Mars
TTR Assistant Department Manager . ,/// ’
Reynolds Electric & Engineering
P. O. Box 14460 D =

’T‘ux’\oi)or\' l 890%‘?
Arthur L. Williams, Jr. Esqg.
General Counsel
Reynolds Electric & Engineering
P. 0. Box—34488- 9653
Las Vegas, NV 8834

KA4U3-5 3l




UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGFMENT
Caliente Resource Area
P.0. Box 237 Caliente, Nevada 89008
(702) 726-3141

Memorandum
To: * Area Manager
From: Supervisory Range Conservationist

Subject: Notes From March 3, 19839 Five-Party Meeting

The flve—p,rty mesting was held at the Las Vegas

9:03 AM and adjcurning at 11:€7 AM.

Attending:

Curtis G. Tucker, Caliente R.A. Manager, BLM
Tim Murohy, Superviscry Range Conserv., BLM

Pste Christensen, Asst. Dist. Mgz.,

E
%
Caot.
L

o=r A i ...var‘ﬂp—-w

C.L. Meyer, USAF/TCE L;alscn
it Col J Jacobs, USAF/DOE Liaiscon

4
Resources, bl
3 3 1
iztric lanner, BIM
st. Range Conservaticonist, BLM
ist. Wi ze /Burvc Spec.. BLM

Ronald Bentley, Sandia Nat. Labs
Harley Dickensheets, 554R6/Nellis AFB
Dave Brown, USF&W

Frank Bingham, DOE

A"+Hv“ L. Williams, REECO M/E541

WAGS STEClils

o

Maywsz  EREZCD - TTD

ca. BZEYTE, ol L

NEGH

March 4, 1989

295-8211
652-3650
646-3401
285-1146
20‘ 9226

Five springs are ranked by priority in the Nevada Wild Horse Rang=s Herd
at the mesting for

Mznagement Area (NWHRHMA) Plan. These were lis sted as follows
discussion =s candidates for three

subseauently maintained for three y=ars by REECO.

Projects Listed

Cedar Wells:

Discussion Informzticn

springs to be develored or recons tructed,

District Offics beginning at

and

Poor Condition. MNumber 1 priority for FY 8¢

reconstruction by BLM.

Uprer and Lower Corral Springs: Geod Conditien.

Silverktow Speg./Pir

Rose Sce. /FL:

Turmel Spring:

recommendation is to Lu-htv hﬁdﬂ

(poesibly 1+ mile
vents, storags tan
for REZCO.

CTCC’ C{;pd_ T1sn

Foor Condition. Spring,

FL, )
trough(s) nesd reconstruction. Good candidate
for EEECO.

Prellm+nar‘

eline (FL): Poor Condition. Head bex in a peor lecation
due to shifting chammel, head box lower
end of FL, FL vppﬂr lccks.

i
0oan
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Cedar Spg.: Good water development. Of three spring heads
at least two are thought to have water rights
held by Joe Fellini. Possible conflicts with
project develcopment through Bureau acticn.

There was a unanimous agreement that Silverbow and Tunnel Spring are -
respectively, the number 1 and number 2 candidates for work by REECO.

The NWHRHMA Plan allows for consideration of other springs in addition to the
priorities listed above through consultation with the five-party cooperators. A
third spring for development or reconstruction and maintenance by REECO was
nesded outside of the above six priorities.

Cliff Spring is an old Spg./FL develorment in pcor co ‘on and in ne=d of total
reconstruction CTlif Spring 1S located on the east side of the NWHRHMA.

Through cons ulugu‘op a unanimous agreement was nade include Cliff Spring as
the third candidate fur work by REECO.

Sporings tc recseive work by REECO by pricrity.

» .
1. Silvertcw
2 Tunnel
. e
3. Ciiff
T o e s & S b o FS - BITET i FE PR - o, K R [EPIREE
ins IZive—-pariy cocperators {(including REECO) z2grzed #o the fsilcowing zcticon

~ Water rights for the zbove three candidate springs will be researched. Ne
party was named for this detail.

- Project désign will be completed by REECO with review by the BLM.

- EA / CA to be developed bv REFCO w*tb review by PL. CE rossible if ail

c"“ %lll b2 accomplished ¢ aresz and an
exizting E: at. Ar
outline REECC -
TTR.

- An EA due to prorcsed work on Tunnel Spg. and Cliff Spz. must be reviswed
by the UZAF, Tactical Air Command. This review pericd is 45 days
- A field inspection will be cornducted by the five-zarty ccoperators for the

following purrposes.
1. Ground check the project proposals.

2. Gather resource data within the NWHEREMA
a. Use area surrounding project prorcsals
- b. Other areas within the HMA.

Bob Staeger read a recommendaticn suggesting re-wording of the current Draft
Court Order fﬁr REECO. This recommendation is attzched. The five-party
cooperators agresd to follow through and consult with the State regarding the
suggssted re-wording. The EIM and REECO will coordinate this suggestion to the
Cd oo = Petre,de

State of Nevzada.
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FIVE FARTY MEETING
MINUTES

he Five Fartv mseting was convened 15 Aug. 1989 at 11:00 &M in the Las Vegas
digtrict-BLM office. Curtis Tucker—BLM conducted the meeting.

e first item for discussion wxs the horse situstion on ths RRI.  Curtis
ucker lead the disScussion. Terry Driver reoorted the resulits of the Neilis
ensus; S510 adult and 708 foals. D;SC 1ssion centered arcund possible
anagem=nt ocpticns. The prAfe red alternative was to remove 000 head of
Drses. 1he probability of the preferr d alternative becoming reality was
iewed as small given past experience. The possibility of a large die—off in
h2 horse population was viswsd as only a matter of time given currsnt
onditions. Assuming the horse pckqlatlmn continuss to increase, forage and
mter conditions will continue to deteriorate. The rains came last wesk and
i enocugh water to keep ths horse populaticn going. Harley Dickenshests
," r—

d
d that the deer and the antelops were coming int
rge die—-off when it occurs were

for dealing with a 1=

for =
SV S
g zed. =3
ts & suitable date to gs
irs be involved in ithe ifou
ange (vegetation) study was discuss
Hwperiencs indicates that ancither co
onduc tsd Hv & meutral third party, preferauly a
S s s : t ful evides = : S

lext topic of discussion was fTencing the western boundary of the MRC introduced
v Harley Dickensheests. He has money he would like to spend on fencing and
eels that he can make his money go further if he works with the BLM.  He would
ike ccﬁpernt on from BlLM in preparing the EA, completing the cultural

learan and design and prenaration ocf a fanciﬁg contract. He f=eslis
hat B constraints 3 putt fencs pr ¢

imr ey { L & EEOUNCS

Ssoon . Main

ENCE arley Di

rnformat =nce.  F are

f Feermd as part thei luli y TRY; Y

ims2., fence nsar Stonswall Spiring. He
eods Curtis Tucker agresd to complste
ha o

ule Durfes BLM presented the currsnt status of REECD watsr projects.

cger Alexandsyr commented on the current status of thd Nellis EIS.

iEeting was then adipurned.

'ersonnel in attendence included:

es Monroe DOE

larley Dickensheets S54RG/Nellis AFR
t. Cpl. Jzke Jacobs USAF/DDE Liaison
urtis Tucker BLM/CRA

utch Fadilla NDOW

iary Ryan ; EBLM/Las VYegas
ule Durfee qLM/CRq

‘ob Furlow USFWS/Las Vegas




‘ete Christensen
i=n F. Collins
togz=r Oyler
ioger Alexander
“erry Driver

ELM/Las Vegas
BLM/Las VYegas

ELM/Battle Pountzin

BLM/Las Vegas
EiM/Las Vegas
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Nancy wWhitaker

Animal Protaction Institute of Lmarica
F.O. Box zzaan - '
Sacramento, CA 45822

Lear Ms. whitaker:

Tour comment. lotter on the Naellis Air forcg Rangs Draft Resourcs
Flan/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RP/EIZ) woas receivaed by
the Caliente Resourscs Arsa office on Septembar 13, 1938%. The
Tomment period ended on september 1, 19ayg.

lzcauss your comments Here not received until aftae the close of tha
Bub lic comment and 1eviow pericd, they will not be included in the
Fropased Masources Pian/Final Environmantal Impact Statement, and
thiarerore. Jdo not establish A rocard of participation in the
planning jpoocsss and do not establish an "affectad HWitarert" statnsz.

Regardless of the above situation, Nowever, [ would tiko Lo address
YOUr conesrns.  Tha plan ts, by Nnezoessity, Yiheited to two
alternatives, Tha Erinary use of the planning arean i3, by law, for
mititary purpeses; almost all other uses airs allowad gt the
discretion of the Air Farce (see Section 3 of the Military Lands
Withdrawal Act on page A-2 of the Oraft RP/EISY, thus Timiting tha
Bureau’'s management opticns.

The confusion over the "wild hoirsa toundary izasye” appealrs to b a
misunderstanding. The NHevada wild Horse Range (MWHR) is 8till in
asistence, and has baen, cantinuously, since ita inception in 12a2,
The boundaries of the HyHE were Originaily wetabl ished Ly '
“ooperative agreement between the QLM and Air Force in 1962; the
31Ze of tha HwWHE was reduced from 433,000 acres Lo approximately
394,000 acres by a cooperative agraemsnt batwaen BLM and the Air
Forcs in 1985,  The 1973 cocperative agreenant. betwaen BLM and tho
Air Force did not wodify the boundary of the NWHR nor did it abollish
the HWHR; the 1973 agraement Jdid, howevar, re-define the two '
agencies’ responsibilities undsic the Wiild, Free-Reaming Horse and
Burro Act of 1a7i. - Shown on Map & in e Draft RP/EIS, the NWHR
ts located within, but is hot identical £o, the 1371 hurse uze area.

BLM's Wildlife 2000 plan 18 a statement P poticy, and as suck,
generally applics te at) BLM- adming ster ed tands . iy zomoe
Frtuations, however, a pulicy s not dbt:linabie due to ather
constratnts on and Hsei; thias is aEpacially irue whsio Pands bgoa
Consiy v i thicdr asn Vo tdieg PR oses sl oau il itary oo,




Yaur statement that "The numbsr of acres invoived 2 sstimated age
814,300 or 37 percent of the wild horse habitat area” is incoriect.,
Paragraph 4 on page 3-6 of the Draft RP/EIS states that the area
invelved te "214.9000 acres-37 percent of the planning arsza’” '
{emphasis added). The Draft RP/EIS state doos not indicats that
#wild horaes utilize the entire planning arsa. %

Trend studies were estzblished in 1386, and utilization studies have
besn conducted in 1985, 1388, 1937, and 1958. :

Map 2 on page 1-14 olearly identifise the boundaries of the Bald
Mountain allotment and the boundaries of the NWHR; thz map aiszo
ctearly shows that there is no ovariap between the Bald Hountain
allotment and areas being utilized by wild horsas.

The acreage figura given for wild horse habitat on page 3~6 refers
to the acreags baing utilized by wild horses; it is not to ha
confused with the NWHR {(the 393,000 acres comprizing the NWHR ia
included in the acreages figures stated on page 3-§).

The information con page 3-8 is corvect: author zad livestook
arazing was discontinusd in 1959, and by 1945, all permits and
deases had been eliminated by the sir Force. However, as stated in
the Hevada Wild Horse Range Herd Management Area Plan iparagrapgh -6,
page D-1 of the Draft RP/EIS), unauthorized livastock arazing did
continue to occur until 1373 when the northern boundary fence of the
Hellis Air Farce Rangs was complsted.

Curtis Tucker, the Caliente Arsa Manager, is regponsible for the
Havada Wild Horse Ranga and ia available to help you., He can b2
contacted at P.O. Box 237, Caliente, Mevada 83008, or you can reach
him at (702) 725-3141. Ha has arranged a tour of the Nevads Wild
Horse Range.

I hope that the above answers vour cenhcerns and clears up any
confusion you may have had regarding the status of the Hevada wild
Horze Range. If you bhave further guesticonz, pliease contact sither
myself or Roger Alexander at the above addrsss or call (702) 548~
BHGD,

Sincaraly,
BEN F. COLLINS

Ben F. Coliins
Cistrict Manager

Curtis Tuchker

&
&
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> UNITED STATES GOVERNN T B ‘g O

: DEPARTMENT OF THE INTE. _!

Memorandum BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT B -l
4700 [/
(NV-057.7)

To  Caliente Resource Area Manager Date: MAY 2 4 1984

FroM  :  Range Conservationist/Wild Horse & Burro Specialist,- »

Caliente Resource Area
SUBJECT : Check on W1ld Horse condltlon and I : /

On April 26, 1984 Chester Davis, Phillip C. Seegmiller, from the Caliente
Resource Area visited the NWHR on the TTR in the accompaniment of Cecil
Lang (DOE). The purpose of the trip was to show Cecil areas where main-
tenance is needed on water sources to bring these water sources back into
full operation to provide an adequate supply of water for the wild horse
population.

Corral Spring - At this site there are two main spring sources which will
be referred to as upper and lower springs. The lower spring seems to be
operating fine although there is problems with the amount of storage.

The waterflow is approximately one gallon per minute. Also, gravel needs
to be placed around the head box to prevent a cave-in which might stop
the flow of water. The upper spring needs to be redeveloped, this will
require use of backhoe, installation of headbox, pipe, storage tanks,

and troughs. If the upper spring was connected to lower spring with
adequate storage added it could supply plenty of water for the number

of wild horses in the area. Troughs at both sites are old but could
repaired to last for a few more years. What is needed is about a 5-1
thousand gallon tank for storage.

Materials needed: 300 feet of 1%'" pipe (plastic), cement
and epoxy (one yard of cement), storage
tank, 5,000 to 10,000 gallons, valves
and connectors.

Mttt Saidh b o % e e

All water should be collected from source and the overflow should come
from the storage tanks. i

Tunnel Spring - Needs to be redeveloped to try and get all water available
at source. Present flow is just a small amount of approximately % gallon
per minute. Additional storage should also be added (2-3 thousand gallons).

Rose Spring pipeline needs to be cleaned out to allow more water down
the line. There needs to be storage tanks added to line of approxi-
mately 5 to 10 thousand gallons. Water control valves needed to be




added in to line to extend life and better control water flow.
Troughs also need to be added to create 1500-2000 gallon storage.
Also, there should be an investigation concerning the possibility
of extending the line past USAF Site 4 and build capture facilities.

Silverbow - Silverbow seems to have maintenance problems near the
source. Lines should be pumped back to 'source from approximately
300-400 yards down the line with the filter off the source to clean
out line. In addition, a trough of at least 1500-2000 gallon ca-
pacity with float valves needs to be added to the pipeline. Pipe-

line should also be extended four to five miles down the old corral
road with capture facilities constructed to handle horses for removals.

)

1l ¢ 4
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' MAR 19 1985 /b

Matmorandum ' : . L/

To: Office of the Solicitor, Washington, D.C. 7
Froms State Director, Nevada %
- Subject: Ilegislative History, WildFme—R:ammg!bmeandmm 7/,;)

Act of 1971 2

mmmmuyamtedtodetmmﬂammidxcmmmhlybe *
oomsidered as 1971 wild horsa habitat and the potential status of wild -
horses on the Nellis Banbhing Range near Las Vegas, Nevada. 'Doacumpliah
“this task, we have reviewed our available vecords relative to the 1971
wild Borse and Burro Protection Act. Unfortunately, we do not have copies
of the legislative History for this Act and therefore are unable to detexr-
- mina if wild horses or their status on ths Nellis Bombing Range was men—

tioned by Congress when considering tha 1971 Act.

Wo would liks to request that your office review the Legislative History
for the Wild Horse and Burro Protection Act to datermine if wild horses

. on the Nellis Bombing Range are mentioned. If this is not possible, we
muldlﬂostomqueettlmtacopyofthelegisl&tiveﬂistorybenademﬂ-
ablet:omsothatmcanreaaarchtlareccrd.

‘Bmkwam:anyassistameymcmprovide.

/8/ Roger J. McC

MFrei/TD - Associate
03/15/85




A U/
To: N+HR CASE FILE

From: Wild Horse And Burro Soecialist

Subaect: Summary of events on the NWHR cince the HMAP was dsvelop=d.

Symmary of use on the Nellis Range Complex: ,
- = Ry
acres severe 17% 219,616 acres severe 28% 165,760 acres severe 15%
acres heavy 16% 127,424 acres heavy 11% 143,049 acres heavy 13%
acres moderate 23% 117,568 acres moderate 19% 108,160 acres moderate 10%
acres light 21% 119,724 acres light 11% 119,049 acres light 19%
acres slignt 23% 453,085 acres slight 49% 601,417 acres slight 53%
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The severs category did go higher in 1986, but that can be attributed to lack of
precipitation that would allow for wild horses to move away from areas surrounding the
water sources.

Daring the summer ¢f 1985 three miles of pipeline and four sets of water troughs were
installed. This maintenznce activity took place at Turnnel Springs, Rose Springs, and
at the two sources at Corral Springs. “

Durirng the Summer of 1985 one wzisr source was mzintained at Camp Springs. Ke
monitoring areas were selected and utilization studies completed.

Daring the Spring of 1237 on= additiznal Source was maintained at Camp Springs.

One project (Cedar W=lls) has been identified to be maintained during
1928,

cnzr2 hzs been 2 wild horse rapovz] zvery vear sincs 1985 on th= NRC. During the
soring of 1985, 1475 excess wild horses were removed from the west cide of the Kawich
Yoantzin Range, and 77 from the ezt =ide of the Range. During the Sprimg of 1985,
225 exczes wild horses usre removed from the west side of the Kawich Mountain Range,
znd 334 exczse wild hovees and 275 eveozss wild bhorros ware removed from Stonewzll
Ioring, xloor ramoved D24 zn7d 28 Burros from wild horss Soring: both arsas zrs
U vh vies LSt € Nellie Ramge Coppley boumdsiv,  The 1057 Exozse wild
rood up IR e fram The ezst side of the Nawizh Range, 434 from the
met Sads of the Kaeld % Zrom the prezn Crezv Recervoir, and 298 ware removed
Irom the Zedro Lake &
rezoiztzet wild horese Census was completed during Septembzr 1986 &t which time there
s=re 2n ectimated 4120 (actuzl]l count) wild horees ctill on the NRC. OFf the 4120
Tvanted half roam off the NWiR  The situstion zleo existe with very limited perenniezl
y roTeearose Zvnilatlio foee -d ips o e sspine =1 —-n

p—
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United States Department of the Interior e mm—
P T SR
asate s vanms )

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT =

NEVADA STATE OFFICE

850 HARVARD WAY IN REPLY REFER TO:

P.O. BOX 12000
RENO, NEVADA 89520-0006 1120 (Nv-912)

Ms. Cathie Barcomb, Acting Director

commission for the Preservation of NOV 2 0 1990
Wild Horses and Burros

Stewart Facility, 5500 Snider Ave.,
Bldg. 6, Room 137

Carson City, NV 89710

Dear Ms. Barcomb:

We'd like to draw your attention to a special event on the Las Vegas Strip. The
Bureau of Land Management (BLM) is sponsoring a wild horse and burro satellite
adoption on the Las Vegas Strip from December 7-11. The adoption site is south
of the Tropicana and across from the Excalibur.

The convenience of adopting a wild horse or burro will be highlighted with several
special events which spotlight what formerly adopted "wild ones"™ can do. On
December 7, 8 and 9 there will be two riding demonstrations on reining horses.
Riders will be Steve Harris of Arizona and Tom Shilo of Nevada. A horse shoeing
exhibition will be offered on those same days.

From December 3-11, the BLM will feature a wild horse and a wild burro in the
showroom arena of the Excalibur, the world's largest hotel casino. The Marine
Corps Mounted Color Guard, which has an all wild horse unit of palominos adopted
through the Nevada BLM, will be present December 7-9. Tentatively the unit is
scheduled to make an appearance at the Excalibur.

Radio Station KFMS is having a live remote from the Strip location on December 7.
Several well-know Western singers are scheduled to make appearances.

All of this activity will coincide with the National Finals Rodeo in Las Vegas.
It is a cooperative effort among three BLM units, Nevada, Arizona and California.
The theme of the adoption centers on the contribution of the horse and burro to
the development and settlement of the West.

For the Nevada BLM the event also serves as a kickoff for a slate of events
planned in Nevada to note the 20th anniversary of the Wild Free Roaming Horse and
Burro Act. That Act was passed by Congress on December 15, 1971. Nevadans played
a major role in the passage of the legislation which declares that "wild
free-roaming horses and burros are living symbols of the historic and pioneer
spirit of the West." We will be in touch with you again in 1991 as special

events are announced, and we hope you'll be able to join us on those occasions.

Sincerely,

L@ﬁ/@./f Y/

FOT Fred wolf
Acting State Director, Nevada




DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE

HEADQUARTERS 554TH RANGE  SQUADRON (TAC)
NELLIS AIR FORCE BASE NV 89191-5000

§ov 2 7 1991

OFFICE OF THE COMMANDER

SUBKECT: Wild Horse Management Plan

™ Ms catherine Barcomb

Executive Director, State of Nevada
Commission for the Preservation

of Wild Horses
Stewart Facility, Capital Complex
Carson City NV 89710

1. Reference your 30 October 1991 letter concerning the euthana-
sia of injured or sick horses during roundups and the proper
procedure to effect a more humane destruction.

2. We reviewed contracted support with Advance Security Incorpo-
rated (ASI) and have determined the contractor is following
procedures approved by the Bureau of Land Management (BLM). A
cooperative agreement for handling injured wild horses was agreed
upon by representatives from BLM, Sandia Corporation, Department
of Energy (DOE), ASI, and 554th Range Squadron, effective

26 April 1989. From our records and recall, either BILM was
present or an incident report was completed during all cases of
euthanasia. The method used to down a horse was found acceptable
by BLM as both cost effective and timely, resulting in minimal
pain to the animal.

3. If you feel a different method is warranted, please direct
your request in writing to BLM. As managers of the wild horse
program, they would need to change the established plan. 554th
Range Squadron will ensure contracted security abides by the BLM
agreement.

4. My point of contact for the Horse Management Plan is

Captain Bert Pridham, 554th Range Squadron, Facilities Branch,
telephone (702)A652-3650.

S l—

RALPHVE. DUNCAN cc: BLM-NV State Director
Colonel, USAF BLM-Caliente/Las Vegas
Commander USAF/DOE Liaison Office

DOE TTRSO

Sandia Corp-TTR

FWC/EM

Ieeac/l'ned:s i3 owur proﬂedéion




IN REPLY REFER TO:

United States Department of the Interior
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

CALIENTE RESOURCE AREA
NV-055. 14 Caliente, Nevada 89008

(702) 726-3141

Nevada Commission for the peEC 2 3 1001
Preservation of Wild Horses

Stewart Facility

Capitol Complex

Carson City. NV 89710

Dear Cathy,

This letter is in response to vour comments and request for further information
regarding the proposed wild horse removals from the Nellis Air Force Range
{NAFR).

You stated a concern over our methodology used to estimate the wild horse
population. I have attached a copy of Jule Wadsworth’s census report, showing
how the population estimate was derived. The Lincoln Index is a common method
of estimating population numbers. The wording in the environmental assessment
has been clarified to show that the population number is an estimate.

You expressed concern that too many horses may be removed. In our most recent
census (September 1991), we made an actual count of 3,583 wild horses within the
NAFR. Based upon data from our 1991 capture, we know that at least 581 of those
wild horses are over ten years old. Our projected funding levels for the planned
1992 gather will allow us to remove 1,500 wild horses. The balance will still
exceed the number of wild horses that should remain to support a thriving natural
ecological balance. With our present handling methods, which include marking
released horses, we will have an actual count of the horses that remain when we
reach the appropriate management level. I don’t anticipate any problems with
removing too many horses.

You expressed a concern about monitoring. Monitoring is an ongoing process; we
monitor critical water sources, forage and animal condition.

Water monitoring is conducted at three levels of intensity, based upon climatic
conditions. It could be weekly, monthly, bi-monthly or quarterly. Because Air
Force personnel are on the range daily, we rely upon them to notify us when there
appears to be a water shortage. Upon receiving a reported shortage, we
investigate conditions and make an assessment. Appropriate actions include
making repairs to a damaged facility, increasing the frequency of monitoring,
requesting the Air Force to haul water and conducting removals.

Forage monitoring is conducted at two levels of intensity. Formal vegetative
studies that are conducted on a cyclical basis, either annually or every fifth
year. Informal monitoring occurs whenever the wild horse and burro specialist
or other qualified Bureau employee visit the NAFR.




Animal condition is conducted at two levels. Under normal conditions, visual
observations by Bureau employees and/or Air Force personnel results in an initial
Judgement that animals are in good, fair or poor condition. When animals are
judged to be in a stress condition, veterinarian expertise is obtained.

A summary of monitoring results is included in the Environmental Assessment (EA).

In your letter you express concern about water and water developments. A summary
of water sources and flow data is included in the EA. Major water sources within
the critical summer range have been repaired or improved during the previous 2
years. Maintenance is an ongoing process which will occur regardliess of whether
we gather wild horses or not.

You bring up the question of additional water development. Additional water
development will not solve the problem of too many numbers. Vegetative data
indicates that severe use is occurring 15 miles from perennial water sources and
over 800 square miles of the vegetative resource are severely used. This level
of use is excessive and unconscionable from a resource management point of view.
Additional water development will only move the problem not solve it.

Continued drought conditions have decreased the amount of water available for
horses. Some spring sources ceased to flow during the summer months (1991).
Repair and improvement do very little when there is no water to flow into the
trough.

You questioned in your letter why ship horses to Kingman, AZ. The option to ship
to Kingman increases the flexibility of the gather plan. This flexibility
becomes invaluable when dealing with unforeseen circumstances. Your gquestion
concerning shipment of young foals has been addressed in the final document.

Our monitoring data for Nellis are periodically consolidated and presented to the
public through a herd management area evaluation. We have provided you and WHOA
with copies in the past and intend to continue doing so. I don’t consider it to
be cost effective to send copies of every data report to you or all of the other
organizations that have an interest in the Nellis Herd. If you have interest in
a specific time or instance, we can provide you with that data.

Thank you for taking the time to respond to our request for comments. I hope

this letter has provided the information you desired. If you have further
questions, please contact Jule Wadsworth at the above address.

\ ,S'\nce rel @ g /P Q

vy
C:kﬂitgg; Curtiss&. Tucker
_ Area Manager

Enclosure - Census Memo
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United States Department of the Interior e m—
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BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT —- -
LAS VEGAS DISTRICT OFFICE
4765 VEGAS DRIVE IN REPI Y RFFFR TO;
P.O. BOX 26569
LAS VEGAS, NEVADA 89126 _
4700
(NV-931.3)

Commission for the Preservation of
Wild Horses and Burros
c/o Ms. Cathy Barcomb, Executive Director
Stewart Facility
5500 Snider Avenue,
Bldg. 6, Room 137
Carson City, NV 89710

© v 1981

Dear Ms. Barcomb:

The Bureau of Land Management proposes to gather excess wild horses
and burros from public lands in the State of Nevada no sooner than 28
days from the date of this letter.

The proposed gathering will be conducted in the Las Vegas District in
the areas shown on the enclosed maps and as described below,

Herd Management Environmental Approximate Approximate
Area/Herd Analysis Record Reason for Number to Number to
Area Name ~ Number Gathering be Removed Remain

Nellis Air NV-0565-02-01 Attain 1,500 2,083

Force Range thriving

ecological
balance

Sincerely,

//<:Zv7 ng (ééé%Zigﬂ

" Ben F. Collins
District Manager

1 Enclosure
1. Map-of Nellis Air Force
Range Gathering Area (1 p)

CC g
SD, NV-910
Palomino Valley Corral Manager




HARRY REID COMMITTEES:
NEVADA APPROPRIATIONS

Mnited States Denate

SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON AGING
WASHINGTON, DC 20510

December 20, 1988 Fi
/Iulnane Solf copy

Mr. Dart Anthony Hevagy
Chairman of the Board

Humane Society of Southern Nevada

P.O. Box 82022

Las Vegas, Nevada 89180-202?

Dear Dart:

Thanks for writing about the unfortunate deaths of the
wild horses at the Test Site. I want you to know that I have
contacted both the Environmental Protection Agency and the Air
Force, and asked that they report back to me on what action needs
to be taken to see that actions such as these that led to the
horses' deaths are not repeated and that this negligence is dealt
with under the law.

I hope that people who have knowledge of actions leading
to the deaths of our wild horses will begin to step forward.
Without hard evidence on wild horse killing, it is going to be
difficult to bring this to a stop.

Best wishes for a happy holi

2

y season,

Sincerely,

RRY REID
United States Senator

HMR:wem
CAHRSON CITY LAS VEGAS RENO WASHINGTON, DC
600 E. WiLLiamS ST., SuiTe 302 701 E. BRiDGER ST., Sure 700 300 BoorH ST. U.S. SENATE
Carson City, NV 83701 LAs VEGas, NV 89101 Reno, NV B9509 WASHINGTON, DC 20510

(702) 882-7343 (702) 388-6545 (702) 784-5568 (202) 224.3542
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T
IN REPLY REFER TO:

United States Department of the Interior

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

CALIENTE RESOURCE AREA
P.O. Box 237
Caliente, Nevada 89008

4700
(NV-055.14)

(702) 726-3141
0CT 27 1989

Terri Jay

Commission for the

Preservation of Wild Horses

Stewart Facility

Capitol Complex

Carson City, NV 89710

Dear Ms, Jay:

This letter is in response to the information you requested. Wild horse
gathers were conducted in 1985, 1986 and 1987 on the Nellis Range Complex
(NRC). The following number of horses were gathered; 1985-1502 horses,
1986-1043 horses and 233 burros, 1987-1210 horses. The BLM has two
cooperative agreements with the National Wild Horse Association for the

maintenance of Rose Spring pipeline and Wild Horse Corral #1.

Sincerely,

Curtis G. Tucker
Area Manager




