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· . . -•IJNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Jlf er!ior.andum 
TO State Director, Nevada 

FROM District Manager, Las Vegas 

6854 
(N~600) 

DATE: September 25, 1970 

SUBJECT: Horse Range Problem - Sensitive Issue .. 

During a special •edng with you, part of your ■ta.ff and George Lea of 
w.o. on September 17, 1970, I reported ■OM critical problems connected 
with the Mustang range in Nye County. I consider the •tter to be an 
extremely ■ensitive i11ue. 

I am enclosing a copy of the note• made on· tbe meeting with member• of 
the Nevada Section of the National Mustang Association and representatives 
of Nevada Filh and Game on September 15 in this office. Also enclosed is 
a 1ugge1ted notice, for your signature, to ABC, Sandia Corp, ,Bellis Air 
Force and Nye County Coanissioner reporting problem on the horse raiige. 

10· 
r., .( 

/.,·/ ; 
' I 

I 

, , ', ... 

l 

I suggest that•• aoon •• possible an opinion be requested fro■ Mr. Aho aa 
to Blll' • juriadiction on (1) the horae range (2) the bombing range. 

As we discussed in your office, I believe we should proceed as soon aa 
possible to set up a aeeting with the Air Force and AEC to discuss BLM 
authority and provisions to carry out its responsibility for vegetation, 
elimination of liveatock treapass, possible fencing program, etc. The 
above sugge1ted notice to them alert• them of the problem prior to a meet­
ing. 

We propoae to proceed with a plan to cooperatively .rehabilitate some of the 
waters in the kawich range the weekends of October 24 or 31 if weekdays can 
not be arranged. We would maintain Tunnel, Corral, Pole R.oae, Cedar Pass 
and possibly White Spot aprings. We would do this from our project mainten­
ance funds, if you approve, and if other exceaa funds are not available. We 
would probably get some aanpover from Muatang Association. Battle Mtn. 
District did not indicate an intereat in cooperating. If access cannot be 
gained during week we will need approval for weekend overti• for FA crew 
and aeveral others, (possibly 6 or 7 total). By rehabilitating these waters 
ve would hope· to apread the distribution of the horses back on aore of the 
horse raage~ They are now watering ao1tly at Silver Bow and waters north 
of the horse raage. 

The Mustang Association will ask Nye Co. Coaaiaaioner for permit to move 
some horses from concentrated area. Thia will be up to whatever .· they can 
work out with the County Colllliasioner. They would coor~te with Velma 
Johnson' ■ group, Pontrelli, Humane Society, etc. They recognize the problem 
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" largely due to e&ttle tr..,._a··w ,, 
Their relocation •rstment• are ~o al&e,,a to reduce poasible winter kill. tb.ia . . _ •• , 
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The Mustang Auociation took their fila to.:... ia,l"'ii"li ,:,: ... ...... 
it to Velma Johnaon and other•. ~ey are utaa le...,_ · ••~ /,...Die to 
point out that the horaes are in trouble, ll"8tock acr•c•·■ 11:t, onr ... 
and deteriorated water. Their conclu•lou are la kee,'-1 wltli.- •••r• 
vation on the range, also see attached copie■ of reporu .... to :,oa of 
May 11, 13 and 14 pertinent to thia matter. I atronslr fNl tllac OU' 
iaaediate intereat and action in the Mtter 1• neceaaary. 

Inc la. 
A• stated 
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