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July 21 ‘sLytpproaches, bringing with it the end of

|5,}ﬂ}funding for a wild‘horse:round -up and a death sentence for hundreds

‘Nellis

i?,{Novnda s esti ;;

f ‘

'iof wild horses on the Nellis Air Force Base in Southern Nevada,

.,Their deaths will become part of a eulogy for the thousands of

'dgﬂate alroody died senselessly.

As Novadamtrudgos through it's foth year of drought, most of

ed 35 000 wild horses are forced to go great

:5distances from forage points to watering areas. However, survival

',ratos of tha horses oniNellis are by far the bleakest.

*;StandingHaround'mud”holes and empty water troughs, under

"ﬁfi'intonse desert sun, nre the strongest stallions and mares who still

have enough strength to hold thore place at the front, behind thenm

are the weakerw dults and last are foals who barely stand on sore,

-;cracked h00vos without a chance to moisten their tongues. Usually

"”ﬂt,a]armed by the arrival of humans, those horses begin to mill around




etditédi}zuhcn”%ruckc:ccme inuo;vien as fear gives way to hope that

once agaln these vehicles mean the arrival of water. Military

iPPersonnel Jt Yy‘in valn to keep . UP With the wster demands of

thousands of thirsty horses, but the 20 000 gallons they haul to

Tjthe‘horses each day slmply isn E enough to animals that must hobble

ten hmiles away from the water to f£ind food. ITraveling such,

~%J ;d1stances is requiring the horses already depleted: body to utilizev

jcf ‘,j‘;mcsc of it s body nutr:ents.

}300 000+ acres on the NElllB range were declared a wild horse.

‘-lrefuge 1n 19621?W1uh the capacity of comfortably sustaining 1,000,

”ises. he Nelli'wzhorsc populatlon swelled to 4,000 by 1984

spilling ovcr into the range itself. By July 1990 it had reached;

7‘000 A January 1991 count fcund only 4,000 live horses, with no.

vidence of a colt crop'and very few sightings of yearlings. Horse.

'*have an unnatural boundary forcing them to go out of the refuge to
"ﬁ”and find foodvan¢tﬁﬂt¢r. By moving AGTOSS the boundary they:
"mwscemlngly become invisible to our goveranment....out of sight and

*:out of mind Pressure brought by wild horse organizations have not

been hccded due in part to the misslng voice of ranchers. Ranchers

:*ican usually‘fcrce the Bureau of Land Management to react to wild.

'ﬁ:fhorscs bccauscﬂmost often the:r cattle compete with wild horses on'

;Although wild horse groups and cattlemen don't have

3raring iéndc

f:A gteat affcction for each other. wild horse advocates have missed

'chcf:politmcaliyf;pqwcrrur voice of the ranchers in this

Eﬂi”_circumstancc. WithﬁﬁﬁifhépPOW??-WhiCh comes from being big land

wils T
%




controllers;; Wlld Horse,ZOrganired AssiStance (W.H,0.4,) and
Nevada s Commiss;on for tho Preservation of Wild Horses have
l>;watched helplessly as BLM funds go to other state programs,
rBLM funding for monitor;ng of the wild horse populations on
¥e1iio have been grossly inaufficient With a budget which allows

: ofor only 1 person to monitor a million plus acres, Nevada's BLM

”can not uphold what was mandated by Congress - protection

‘fld horses. Very few governmenL officials, especially those

on Nellis. Far too many bureaucrats have relied on papered facts

of these states‘actuully named the;r horses. Nevada can scarcely

and¢Ca£hy Barcomb}”of Nevada s Commission for the Preservation of

Wlld Horsefﬂand a handful of Nevada BLM employees, Nevada's BLM

7?\_officialoascrambled to find $80, 000 for the current round-up on

:}{ﬁzNellis?: Washmngton s '”LM .recently released $150,000 for the

fﬂg”ﬂpurchase of haf;to feed aiready captured horses. None of it was

Vﬂ} appropriated spocifically”for Nellis.

upport of this round-up 1s critical. Wild horse

;jg organizatzonsfin Nevada plead with Americans to write to thelr







