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Groups rounding
aid for orphaned foals |

By Michael Phillis
GAZETTE-JOURNAL,.

Abandoned by starving mares, '

rescued from hungry coyotes and "

shipped 500 miles to Reno, grow-
ing numbers of baby horses are
looking for local foster homes.

“We're not looking for people
to adopt these foals permanently,’
just for people willing to take care
of them and bottle-feed them until
they can be turned over to the
BLM,” said Cath Barcomb, exec-
utive director for the Nevada
Commission for the Preservation
of Wild Horses.

“If you don’t have a place where
you could keep a foal, we also
need volunteers to bottle-feed
them,” Barcomb said.

The younger foals — some are
Just days old — need to be bottle-
fed every two hours, she said.

With up to 300 expected to ar-
rive by the end of June, Barcomb
said it will be impossjble for her

" Wild Horse Orfamzéd,Assistance,j;
. to feed them all. A X
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'énd Dawn Lappin', difector of the

The foals are from the Nellis'
Range in southern Nevada, where "' §
drought has magnified the grow- -
ing problem of overpopulation.:
The BLM says there is enough wa-,
ter to support 1,024 horses; but*
there are an estimated 4,300 hors-+
eson the range, B i

To supplement the water, U.S.
Air Force personnel at Nellis Air
Base are hauling 14,000 to 17,000
gallons a day to the horses. %

Barcomb said the horses’have’
eaten so much of the forage that K
they have to travel up to 15 miles:
from watering holes to ranges
where they feed. She said the lack .,
of water and feed is causing mares
to dry up their milk. Many get dis- + ; pik A bl
oriented and leave the foals. - route lookirg for stranded foals.

When the mares try to make it  The BLM is now conducting a
from water to feed, the foals some- roundup of 2,000 of the Ne lis
times can’t keep up and get left be-' '

- horses to ¢hin the herd.
hind. She said coyotes prowl the Anyone wishing to.make a tem-
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| : 05 David Parker/Gazette-Journal
HELPING: Cathy Barcomb, left, and Karen Shields, both of Washoe Valley.

porary home for the foals, volun-
teer to work feeding shifts or to
donate money may call Lappin at
:851-4817 or Barcomb at her office
at 687-5589, or home at 849-1357.
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orphaned foals
to Reno stable

By Michael Phillis
GAZETTE-] OURNAL

Organizers of an effort to save
orphaned foals from death in the
southern Nevada desert got help
from a few good men Tuesday.

The U.S. Marines Mounted
Color Guard, based in Barstow,
Calif., delivered 14 of the baby
horses to a stable in Reno that has
been donated to temporarily
house them. The horses are from
to 8 weeks old. ,

«“These will make the best hors-
es you can get anywhere when
they get older,” Staff Sgt. S.K.
Moertl said.

Moertl should know. The 15-

member Marine color guard rides

ino horses taken from

herds in Nevada. In

1989, they won the pgtional

championship in competition for
mounted color guards.

The young colts and fillies are
being abandoned by their mares
on the Nellis test and bombing
range southeast of Tonopah be-
cause of a lack of water and fi
to support the 4,000 horses there.

The Bureau of Land Manage-
ment is thinning the herd by cap-
turing 2,000 and bringing them to
Palomino Valley north of Reno,
but does not havethe facilities to
care for the foals.

Moertl said the color guard per-
formed in a parade in Silver City,
Nev.. and learned of the need.

Moertl and two other marine
volunteers drove seven hours
Monday to Tonopah to pick up 18
foals, then another five hours to
Palomino Valley, where the BL
processed them. Four of the colts
were old enough to-stay with the
adults and the other 14 were deliv-
ered to the stable Tuesday.

In the afternoon, the Marines |

were off to Tonopah to pick up an-
other load.
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Bltﬂl-ulmd hides: An emacmted herd fights for scarce resources at Nellis Air Force Range in southern Nevada

Death on the Range

Too many wild horses, too little food or water

0 vultures circle low over the
parched range. Below them, just yards
from a dried-up watering hole, is the

rotting carcass of a wild horse. The mare
had kicked her newborn foal away. Then,
as her stallion stood guard, the weakened
horso lay down to die, the latest victim of a
punishing drought--and of the arcane poli-
tics of land management in the West.

The Nellis Air Force Range in southern
Nevada is home to the country’s largest
herd of wild horses. Soon it could become
their graveyard. These days the depleted
range 175 miles northwast of Las Vegas is

dotted with emaciated mustangs. Their |

ribs are barely concealed by hides that are
searred from hattles fought avar the dwin-
dling supply of food and water, Mares, no
longer able to produce milk, have aban.
doned their young. And stallions have
worn down their front hooves digging for
water in dried-up mudholes. Just to keep
the animals alive, the Air Force has been
trucking 18,000 gallons of water a day onto
the range since April 1. "We've got one
helluva mess out here,” says Harley Dick-
ansheets, chief of facilities on the Air Force
range. “We've got too many horses [and)
not enough water. This range is beat. It
couldn't sustain a herd of jack rabbits. A lot
of these horses are walking dead.”

The drought has caused the immediate
crisis at Nellis, but managing America’s
wild horses has been a problem ever since

the West was won. In 1871, under pressure
from animal-rights groups, Congress en-
acted special legislation to protect wild
free-roaming horses, declaring them “liv-
ing symbols of the historic and pioneer spir-
it of the West.” The law worked all too
well; no longer subjact ta capturs, sale ar
slaughter, the horses thrived. In the past
two decades, the number of wild horses in
the United States has grown from an esti-
mated 35,000 to between 50,000 and 75,000.

The job of protecting the horses—while
maintaining an ecological equilibrium on
the ranges where they roam-=belongs to
the federal Bureau of Land Management
(BLM). Balancing the demands of wildlife
activists, cattle ranchers, wild-horse advos
cates and an impassioned public has not
been easy for the cash-strapped bureau.
Popular sentiment makes it impossible to
sell or destroy the animals, so the BLM has
tried to control the population’s growth by
rounding up horses and putting them up
for “adoption.” But there are more horses
than the adoption system can absorb. And
animal-rights groups have sometimes dis-
rupted the program by convincing judges
that the BLM failed to provide sufficient
evidence that the range was overburdened.
At Nellis, a two-year interdiction against
roundups in the late '80s may have added
2,000 horses to the range.

During the recent sustained drought, as
maeny as 6,000 horses have been searching

the Nellis range for food and water. That
has upset the delicate balance between flo-
ra and fauna, turning a once thriving eco-
system into an environmental nightmare.
The horses’ overgrazing has forced deer
and antelope off their habitat at Nellis in
search of better forage. Their natural pred-
ators, mountain lions, have come down
from the hills in search of other prey: or-
phan foals and mares too weak to trek long
distances in search of vegetation. “The
wildlife is just about gone,” says Curtis
Tucker, BLM area manager in charge of
Neallis. "Now whal's lefl are predalors und
carrion eaters. I've just seen one of the
fattest, surliest coyotes of my life out there.
He acted like he owned the range.”

Mo money: In Senate hearings last month,
Nevada Sen. Harry Reid ¢alled the govern-
ment's management of wild horses “*an out-
right failure and total disaster” but refused
to blame the crisis on the land-manage-
ment agency. “We've asked BLM to per-
form miracles without any money,” he
said. Reid proposed a series of measures
to ease the crisis, including appropriation
of $1.4 million in emergency funding. In
the meantime, the BLM has earmarked
$230,000 to restart a roundup of adopt-
able horses that foundered last month for
lack of funds. Since May wranglers have
shipped 1,182 horses off the range for adop-
tion, including 225 orphan foals. With the
BLM's cash injection, up to 800 more hors-
es could be saved by August. But that won’t
answer the long-term question of how to
handle America's wild horses—a debate
that must be resolved before the mustang,
once a living symbol of the Western range,
becomes one of its casualties,

Donna Foorzon the Nellis Air Force Range
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‘Horses

(Continued from Page One)

“They had to tie his leg off,
get a vein pumped up and put in
an intravenous,” Barcomb said.

Danny’s fight for eurvxval was
only begining.

Intravenous lolutlon kept
Danny alive for the trip, but
shortly after an'ivmg at the com-
mission’s facilities in Washoe
Valley, Danny" was stnken w:t.h

' pneumonia.

-But three weeks later, little
Danny is on the road. back to
health, but more foals continue
to arrive each day needmg medi-
cal care. ..

»Two foals nt ‘the faclhty can
barely walk. They have literally
worn their hooves .off during
their painful 15-mile treks from
water to food on: the Nellis

. Other horses are mauled by
ooyotee when they became too
weak to stand. &

“They must have been dmvn,
and they were chewed alive,”
Barcomb said. .. -

"Despite the deatrncnon that
has ravaged these. foals, only
four out the 194 u'ansporwd
here have died.

Baracomb said the numbers

v .would have been far more tragic
if her group, along with federal

officials, had not taken action.

“All the babies would have
been dead if we had not done a
gather,” Baracomb said.

Foals are not the only victims
of the drought.

According to Fred Wyatt, the
assistant district manager of the
BLM’s Palomino Valley Wild

Horse and Burro Placement »
Center, mares are also being

ravaged by the drought.

“The mares will stay with the -

colts until they don’t make i
Wyatt said.

 Wyatt predicts that a total of

tely 2,000 horses will

be shipped off of the Nellis range -

into holding corrals and adop-
tion centers.

shi

to determine how many wild
horses the drought-ravaged

range can continue to support.

Nevada has more than 80 per-
cent of the nation’s 50,000 esti-
mated wild horses, but federal

officials have been unable to con-

* trol the 20 percent annual

growth in their population.

“Now, there are more horses

onmerengethanltmnmp-

port,” Wyatt said. .
“There’s not enough forage

. and natural water to accomo-

date them.”

- Wyatt said the assistance of
the wild horse commission with
the foals has allowed the Palom-

..ino Valley facility the time to

medicate the older horses.

“They saved our bacon help-
ing out,' Wyatt said of the com-
mission’s efforts.

Saving the foals requlresv

hours of work.

Barcomb and other volunteers

spend hours feeding and treat-
ing the foals.

Some are so young, they must
be bottle-fed and all need a spe-

Some 1, 408 have already been

pped. ,
Aﬁerﬂneﬁntz,OOOaretmns-'
ported off the range, BLM offi- ' |
cials will conduct an evaluation .
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Barcomb estimates that thou-
sands of dollars have already

been spent on mare’s milk to this-

Far Barcomb, all the time and
effort is worth it. e

Volunteers at the commis-
sion’s facility feel the same way.

“If I could take them all home

Appeal pholo by Jennlhr White

VOLUNTEER GINNY ORCUT feeds a baby foal at a facility in
Washoe Valley operated by the Commission for the Preserva-
tion of Wild Horses. The foals have been abandoned by their
wild mothm due to henh drought condltlom on the range.

L

I would,” Ginny Orcutt, a volur
teer, said.

When the horses have rv
turned to health, they are put u
fpr adoption.

Each Sunday, the commissia
sponsors adoptions for the foalg

Adoptions for adult horses ar|
conducted through the Palomin)
Valley facility.
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The Denver Post / Karl Gaiwing

STARVING FOALS: Catherine Barcomb, above, lis Alr Force base. Below, a herd is g.roupod near ﬂndt
foods a high-pmuln farmula to a foal aftor roundup > Noi-  Springe, Wyo. RELATED STORIES, 1 :

BLM gets blame for die-off

',By Jim Carrier A = 7 o - * “We've managed mm

Sttt Writer 7 /u 1L 1R

TONOPAH, Nev. — Abotit
2,000 foals and bundreds of
mares and stallions have died
of hunger and thirst on a fed-
eral runge in one Of the Wurst
disasters of the pation’s tron-
bled 20-year-old wild horse
program.

A combination of deep
drought, range mismanage-
meat, drawn-out appeals and
bureaucratic neglect has left
fillies and colts half-eaten by

ooyotu, abandoned by their

300 colts,” sajd Dawn Lappin,
who has 31 horses in her yard
and i3 director of Wild Horse

O Assistance .
OA). “Por the last two
years, we've had nnrly 100
percmt die-off of o,
morning, Lappiz
and colleagues feed 10
the rotherless foals, dress
their wounds and an'angei :
adoptions.
“We've lost s;x," said the
husky-voiced, grandmothetly
mx;pin in the malkeshift cor-

mothers and crippled « T il S ‘
'byma dios that circle ¢ T Denr Post / Kan Qe bouse, “This one, a coyote
dried-up waterholes Iike buzzards, Horse skulls lifter the high  chewed his hind Jegs clear 5 the bone, We didn’t understand:
desert.

. the magnitude of this,”

+ In an emerge nnﬂon, federal teams have bnn rounding .  All sides in the issue are trying to use the horse die-off to
up bundreds o% fgk adult horses fror Nellis Air Force Base gain support for themselves. But the horses poigrantly repre-
— bome.to one of the nation’s largest herds — while female sent all that is wrong with the program and its players. '«

unteers it Reno 00 1] o o ——————— et
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_uvl p]‘()gram . Culpl‘it ————————
in wild horse die-off?

being tested and debated, and implemen-
tation could be five years and 45,000 hors-

HORSES from Page 1A
“1 think it’s been more or less a failure,”

sanctuaries, and thoo-
nndamamhavgbeenhemmzeedlounnd

Bat, says BLM horas chief John Boyles,
“The Npulation is still grewing, The les-
-son of Nellis is, horses will absolutaly de-
stroy the habitat if left to their own de-
tvti::ﬂl,am!Mcmm'Natm'awmrezallucm

m", .

The BLM sits in a circle of eritics that
innludes ranchers, wildlife horse
advocacy groups, humane societies, tour-
{sm promoters — and lag? but not least,
children who read about “wild and free”
raustangs in “My Weekly Reader.”

The Nevada case has involved nearly all

these groups. Frustrated, each now advo-

¢ates birth control for the horses. Tests
show it could eut costs by half and birth

canceded Cy Jamison, director of the Bu- ~ ©%away.

.reau of Land Management, which has run “[Intil we can get to that point, I'm dis-

the gams!mal.tnzazf:abushedmb in couraged,” said Jamison.

1971, “We've put e ob proble ;

m they'd go away, and they've only mﬂgum Smon were waties b "ﬁ’ﬁ;‘
W 10 reappear in 1493 0 Collmabar's sacond

$177 milion to manags 30,000 10 80000 iong '

n 1o manage 30, )y with cattle, Spanish horses ate
horses sanatified by Congress as “living audbmwumgmmam
symbols of the historic and pioneer spirit  jea, reaching perhaps 2 million at the be-
of the West.” ginning of the 20th century. They were
m‘meproblem bi:h : ﬂmhmf:rm- !

t these ¥ culled .
Wm" 9,000 WILD HORSE HERDS ranch work and -
tabiés a year. . INTHE WEST slaughtered for dog
Ndﬂschgdag&,g?:w Wﬁwmmﬁu&n Mmo .

] Eurw ‘ , whess
oals last year. Nome - S oo T e Wit WEOA founder Vel
survived. The BLM — i ma “Wild Horse An-
estimates that the RN A O ~ pie” Johnston of Re-
beat-out range could §N no-saw blood
support only 1,500 : dripping from a
horses, horse trailer and fol-

Prevented by law & Jowed it to a render-
from shooting the * § plant, the num-
steeds, the BLM has B ber had dropped to
rounded them up at ¥ abont 10,000,
the rate of 4,000 to Johneton'’s cam-
§,000 & year region- | paign climaxed in
wide, In the late . the 1971 Wild Free-
1080s, it corraled up Ha Roaming and
10 17,000 ayearata B Burros Act, requir-
cost of §1,500 per ing ation and
borse. coutrol to “restore a |

Since 1973, about thriving natural eco- |
$0,000 borses have to !
Sividuale 60 poroent IS toct e pangs o

ua percent " range
Mp Some Sowres: U8, Buresy of Land Marmgement social aver-
15,000 to 20,000 ~  popuiation.”:
were il slanghtered for meat, the ‘The 270 herds in 10 western states !
program’s biggest failure; 8,800 have been ually increased under federal ' ‘
placed in old-age The 1986 BLM census counted 41,774 hors- |

es, with nearly 75 percent in Nevada and

10 percent in Wyoming. One percett —or
500 horses —~ are-in four herds in northe |
west Colorado. ‘

The BLM says the {deal herd is 30,000 to -
2,000, but horse groups say the BLM is
bowing to cattle and ranchers.

“For years we have questioned the need
for large removals,” said Robin Lohnes,
executive director of the American Horse
Protection Association. “We are not con-
vinced that damage'comes solely from
wild horses.”

While Congress Lauded the horse’s heri-
o
speak of Spa po
veins, recent genetic studies show that the
Arabian and Barb bloodlines have disap-




Alan Kania of Parker soothes

tough

- FRINNDS: ‘Sehwarizieder,’' a
sleek 1-ymold he adopted when it was 1%. At right, m near Rock

peared. Only a few true mustangs — with

one fewer vertebrae — still roam the

United States,

ieal dommesie preots,” ncliding quarisr”
orm:

horses and draft horses, said Frederlck

Wagner, director of the ecology center at

Utah State University,

Horses mixed, smaller

The horses tend 1o be small — 14 hands
— lean and durable. Their colors range
the spectrurn of horsehide, but many ¢on»
sider the typical wild horse a light brown
with black mane. They ¢an be broken to
ride while young and have even been
trained for show.

“My horse has gentled down to the dis-
position of a golden retreiver,” said Alan
Kania of Parker, 2 driver on
Duv::’s 163 Street Mall. “Four yeag

weddiucurlngc. o’s
‘ ﬁ for riding lmtorkids.
' 0y of owning a wild horse is re-
tla(:zedj in the and Christmas

cards that Paula Carr veceives from some
of the 25,000 adopters she has processed
over tho ast 12 in Tennessee and
Okio. “My office walls are full of success
stories,” said the BLM contractor. “At
Christmas, I get 50 to 60 eards of their
horu:e M up like Santa Claus,”

BLM’s Adopt-a-Horse program
charges §125 for a horse that costs more
than 8600 to process. While successtul
from an haividw ﬂ;ﬂfopom. 1;3:3 ugeen :
unable to keep up wi ¥se po) n
increases. Dlno&r
stepped-up MOPHOM.OE‘I:::' put uttle
DOW IO m'om the program or
solving t.hc borse pro

. Thereal arment is over the balance
between horses, wildlife and livestock, and
the quality of rangeland to {eed them, And

‘wu ticks

Nevada is the cauuron for the debate.
Tbe first federal wild horse range was
erveated in 1961 within Nellis, the
bombuhideaway that sprawls from Las
northwest to Tonopah. At the time,
rses shared ground with cattle and
took a baok seat to their needs,

A General Accounnting Office report to
Congress last year supported the contan-
tion by horse advocates that rancher de-
mands drove BLM horse removals, and
that those decisions were not based on
honest biologic ranﬁ data,

A team from the National Academy of
Sclences asked BLM range mmgm to
cite examples of horse-abused land. None
was found. The GAO also reported that .
when horses were removed,
improve, Often, cattle were incresged in

“The Nellis range was badly abused by
1979, when catile were removed. The .
m population then was estimated at

Several small
Nellis, but'an attempt to
g “‘m" i frotn tha 2‘.&?“
was y ana m
mal Protection Institute of California,

wbichhnwonzaotsowmmwu.
The Interior Board of Land Appeals ruled
that BLM had not provided the proper
range data to justify removal. -

But oa Nellis, the biological time bomb
. Last year, the fourth year of
droyght, Air Force security guards found
the bodies of several dozen horses at a
dried spring.

As it turned out, hundreds were dying,
trying to travel 15 miles betwean water
and grass. Mares abandoned foals to save
themselves. An entire generation of foals

mcudidmt.

The Denver Post / Kari Gaksiog. .

fving In Wyoming's wid

show the effects of
Th.y’hbuumpforadopm

‘ hud.hwcthauowturdotthm

are seen with foals this year.
BLM admits muulcu!aﬂons

B!.Motﬂc!alnudmromeecolou
mulunmmapomumm
1ar visits to the range over the
years but said they were fool byocca
"sional rain,

Ponn'elublamuthec;::s&o haon
“heqign neglect.” But w
eansugn ghowed 2,000 horses missin, last
year, Ponmlb,nounﬁst.com 'that
the borses had moved onto a secret, part of
the base. WHOA's Lappin says horses -
wouldn'tootbmbwamthaemm '

Mammn,withthudmuthtmﬁw- "
!ng.A!rFﬁmeumbhveﬁmedww :
to the hordes, N

“The m
detriment to
“Mﬂongotinthawnyo!!aeh.” ) ”-f_j_;.’

BLM's new Nevada divector, Billy Tem- -
mm,mm:magmymmm
ey mend i b A

W many can i
gmgudmmamammm iy

failure to manage the horses,

“Wearegoingtohaveapmuvem'o- :
gram on horses in this state now.” -

“We don’t wans to see wall-to-wall hor;- _
¢8,” said Lappin. “Wewnnteqmty"' ok
keep dyin Saf;:La N Iﬂ&ﬂhl:?& |

ying. ppin: “No '.
, should havetom!ferfromourmemng

was wiped out; no yearlings are seeninthe aro




