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think there was cause for alarm. · Still, he said, he 
didn't know the extent of the contamination . 

"They do have some areas where hazardous waste 
was improperly disposed of, but it looks as if they 
can be mitigated ," he said . · 

Dodgion said the five-year cleanup plan is ambi­
tious . "It seems like a short period of time for 
cleanup, but we're going to stay on top of it. " 

Environmental problems at the Test Site are 
detailed in a draft of the Energy Depar.tment's new 
five-year plan for cleanup and waste management 
programs at nuclear weapons facilities--.~ound the 
country. Few changes are expected when'the final 
plan is made public Aug. 25. 

The plan lays out a $19.5 billion strategy. for begin­
ning a cleanup of weapons plants and the Test Site. 

Fulkerson said there should be more research on 
nuclear tests' effects on areas downwind from the 
Test Site. He also would like to see a program allow­
ing unannounced inspections at the site . 

"Just bring in a SWAT team of chemists and sci­
entists to collect soil and water samples ," he said. 
"Our state needs to get it back together and get 
down there and chec~ tjt ings out." ,,. 


