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IN REPLY REFER TO:

United States Department of the Interior

JUN 22 1888
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT e —

CALIENTE RESOURCE AREA
P.O. Box 237
Caliente, Nevada 89008

4700
(NV-05580.07)

(702) 726-3141

Enclosed for your information is the signed final Nevada Wild Horse Range and
Nellis Range Complex, and FY 88 Caliente Resource Area Wild Horse Gathering
Plans and associated Environmental Assessment.

Comments on the Draft were reviewed and incorporated into the plans as
appropriate.

Thank you for your interest and concern for the well being of wild horses in
the Caliente Resource Area.

Sincerely,

1
Curtis G. Tucker
Area Manager

Enclosure: Gathering Plans
1. NWHR & NRC/EA
2. FY CRA/EA
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FROFOSAL

The proposed action is to reduce the wild bores popolation on the LSO Tactical
Weapons Training Center Range (Nellis Range Comples) which includes the Nevada
Wild Horse Range (MNWHR). The Nellis Range Complex (MRC) covers approsximately
1.9 million acres and included within the NRC 1s the MR which covers
approgimately 394 thousand acres.  Eventual reduction will lesve a viable
population of 2,000 wild horees on the MAHR, a unilogue area established in 1962
for a unigue parpose.  To retain the viable population of 2,000 wild horses on

the MR, 1800 to 2500 wild herses will eventually be removed from the NRC
{(this includes total removal of horses ootside of the NUHR) . Hosever due to

limitexd funding this removal plan only covers the removal of 285 bead of ekcess

wild horses.

BACEGROLND INFORMATION

The gather area 1s the Nellis Range Comples approdimately 40 miles Southesst of
Tonopah, NMevada (Map attached). The gathering operaticon will take plsce in
Cactus Flat/Gold Flat and Fawich Mountain and Yalley aress.

Existing Situation

There has been a wild horss removal every yess since 19859 on the NRC. Doring
the spring of 1985, 1485 excess wild horses were removed from the west side of
the Fawich Mountain Range, and 77 from the east side of the Range. During the
Spicing of 1985, 2859 ewcess wild horses were removed from bhe west side of the
Fawich Mountain Range, and 8534 excess wild horsss saood 205 edxcess wild burros
vere removed from Stonewall Speing, also removed 224 horses and 28 Borros from
wild horse Springs; both areas are on the extrems west side of the Nellis Range
Complex boundary. The 1987 excess wild horse round up removed 76 horses from
the east side of the Fawich Range, 484 from the west side of the Fawich range
EZ62 from the Breem Creek Reservolr, and 2838 were removed from the Pedro Lake
IR

The latest wild horse Census was completed during September 1906 at which time
there were an estimated 4120 (actual count) wild horses still on the MNRC. OF
the 4120 counted half roam off the NaHR. The situation also exists with very
Limited perennial water sources avallable for the wild horses especially during
sunmer months.

Justification for removal is based on a consultation and coordination process
and is supported by Fublic Law 92-193.

The decision to remove horses from this area is based on concerns of various
governmental and state agencies, Consultation and Coordination (C & C)
Committes membars, other public comments, and propossod Buareau planning
documents.
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Wild horses exist on areas outside and ad)acer
which was establisbed as a sanctuary in 1982 for wild horses, which is
sEcondary bto the purpose of the withdrawal.  Horses eddsting outside of the
Nevada Wild Horss Ramge have been identiftied to e removed.  The NHR 1s
partially within and adjiscent to the Tonopabh Test Renge. OGround and air access
are controlled by the LEN based on the primary vee of the MNRD.  Monitoring
studies cannot be concducted in the Tonopah Test Range becauvse of the inberent
canger and security restrictions.

Thee CED committes made up of varioos interest groops and govertment agencies
whe have an interest in the well-being of wild horses and wildlife on the NRC
Thee OO Commnitbes, after visiting parts of the MR dueing the sommes of 19684
and analyzing existing data, have recommenced that wild horses De managed anly
o the Nevada Wild MHorse Ranae and that borses ootside the Nevada Wild Horee
Ranae be removed.

Under the NOEHR HSE the GO Commitbes recommendsd an anitial managemsnt level
(M) of 2,000 wild horses.  Therefore, approdimately @, 180 bead of wild borses
atill need to e removed from within the gather area. Once capbueed, the
Morsss will be transported to a BLM operated or approved adoption preparation
facility, to avold str ten thes armimals.

fralysis of monitoring studies on the MAHR will be osed to determine what the
future management rumbers of wild beeeses will e Foture adiostments to the
wild FMewrse population will be based on the results of these monitoring studies.

REMOVAL FROCESS

Ay and all access of removal actions on the NRC, whether on the ground oroin
the air, will be coordinated with and approved by the LEBOF which is responsible
for the NRZ, a control led access sarea based on Ats primery s,

Under this gathering plan the BLM will be responsible for the capture, care,

temporary holding: of  approsimately @25 wild borses from the gather ares, and

their transportation to the adoption preparation facility through issuance of
gathering Contract.

Frior to any gathering operation the Burean will provide for & pre-capture
analysis to determine the condition of the animals, prevailing temperatures,
animal distribution in relstion to potential trap location, condition of the
eolls, condition of the roads, drought conditicns, etoc.  The information from
the pre--capbuwre analysis will develop conclusions as to whether the level of
activity 1s likely to cause undue stress to animals and whether such stress
woulld be acceptable to animals if a veterinarian espertise wers present, or
whether a delay in capture activity is warranted. If it is determined that the
capture can proceed with a veterinarian present, the services of a veterinmarian
will be obtained prior to proceseding with the caplure.

The Bureaw of Land Management will provide a CORAFI(s) as needed for the
capture operation from site selection, corral design, to capture and
transportation of animals to Falomino Valley Center.




The capture operation will vubtilize helicopter capture methods.

The Fuareso of Land Managemsnt will aleo provide sopesvision of the project
belicopter during the gathering operaticn. This will be accomplished by wse of
an additional belicopter on site to smonitor all aspects of the wild borse
round-up.  In the evert an additional belicopter cannot be obbained, other
methods will be used to observe the removal operations, including bot noeot
limited to, using observers on horssback, observing the belicopter from
vaehicles and placing stationary observers in strategic locations. Thez
obzervers will have direct communication wi Lh Tty pruJCLt Pzl dcopber for
contract supervision. Obervers will De morite ke of mosvemant of
Meoreez, distance to be traveled. bype of terrain, fences ete.

The contractor’s ability to perform will be detevminesd by accessing the

adequacy of the contractor’s equipment such as traps, bnocks, tradlers, weter
trougihe, belicopter, handling facilities, eto. prior to dissaing the Notice to

Froceed to Contractor.

Bidders Towr will be schecduled sanod conducted by the B o mede the contrasetors
more aware of bype of terrain, condit i i imands, condition of roads. brap
lecations in relation to andimal distriboticn, wl were fences are locatod as w(\il
as obher dangercas barriers.

The comtract will be teroinated for convenience of the Govermnment when Contract
disputes cannot e rescoived.  In the event the contractor does not oerform
progperly the contractor will be dedfaol ted.

Veterinary services are available in Caliente, Nevada., Daring the gatbering
operation provisions will be made to have the veterinarian avallasble aof
his/rer services are neecded. The Buresu of Land Management s authoriz
representative or his desionee will sommon a veterinarian if, in his judoement,
veterinary services are requlred to alleviate suffering of one or more horses,
to ensure thedr well being, or to disgnose and/or treat diseasse, sickness or
injury. '

The services of the r:,tmte brand inspector will be obtained and all inspections
will comply with the procedures set forth in Instruction Memorandum N-85-416,
which outlines the procedure for processing private horses captured dueing
removal operaticons.

This plam will remain inm effect until all andmales ddenmtivied in this removal
plan are ramoved and placed in adoption centers. (Gnticipated to take place

during August and Septembes 1968) .

REMOVAL. METHODS

All capture attempts shall be accomplished throoob the use of a belicopter.
Wing riders may be used if necessary. Foping will not be allowsd except to
capture orphan foals and wet mares, anod this will be done only when necessary.
with prior approval by the COR.  Under no circurstances shall animals be tied
cowry for more than one bhowr. Mare and foal are to be capture together, i1 both
cannot be captwred then one or the obber will e released to allow them to e
rewnited at no cost to the government.




The helicopter shall be used in =och a manner that bands or berds will remain
toogether as mach a8 possible and foals will not becons sepasrated from thedr
mertheres .

shal 1 onot ewcesc

The rate of moversnt and distance the animals trave
limitations set by the OR who will consider terrain, physical barriers,
weather, condition of the animals and obher factors.

It is estimatesd that 4 trap locations will be reguared to sccomplish Uhes
Gereral trap locations and bolding facilities will b oelectec :
spcific trap sites (with in the general trap location ares)
by the contractor. ALl btrap locations and bolding faoilities must b 4
by the COR and LSS representatives pelor to o shructicnm. The conbractor may
also be required to change or move trap locetions as determined by the COR.
ALl traps and holding facilities not located on puablic land must bave prior
wiritten approval of the lancdower.

s ombd 1 be comstracted, meantainesd s
operated to handle the animals in a safe and Pomane manner. Traps and holding
facilities shall be constructed of portable peesla, the top of which shall not
e lewms than 72 inches high, and the bottom cail of which shall not be more
thar 12 inches from groomd level. A1) o @l Peadoiireg facilities shall b
aval or round in design.  ALL loeding chute sides shall e fully covered with
plywood o Like material. The losding chute shall s

high. A1 rmanways shall e a miniman of 20 feet
Figh and shall be covered with plywood or like materizl a mindmom of 1 foot to
3 feet above grouwnd level. Wings shall not e consbructed oot of barbed wire
or other materials irnjurious to animals and most be approved by the CORL S A1)
crowding pens including the gates leading to the runeays shall e covered with
a material which prevents the animals from seeing out (plywooo, Duelep, eto,)
and shall be covered a minimam of 1 foot to 5 feel above groond level.

Mo fence modification will be made without aothorization feom the COR. The
contractor shall be responsible for restoration of any fence modification which
Fer has macde.

When evcessive dust conditions ocour within or sdiascent to the trap or holding
: chor ahall be v
siwch location as directed by the (O,

It is the responsibility of the contractor to provide secuority to prevent loss,
injury o desth of captured animads antill del dvery to final destination.

Thee COR will determing general roundup aress and mumber of animals within
oeneral contract areas as animal concentrations and westher conditions dictate.
ALl traps shall be located so as to provide for the most Runane capture of the
animals. The specific locations of traps must be approved by the COR prior to
construction.




HELICOFTER, FILOT AND COMINICATIONS

The contractor must operate in compliance with Federal Aviation Regulations,

Fart 91. Filote provided by the contractor shall comply with the Contractors
Federal Aviation Certificates, applicable regulations of the State of Nevada

and shall follow what are recoonized as safe flying practices.

When refueling, the helicopter shall remain a distance of at least a 1,000 feet
or more from animals, vehicles (other than fuel truck). and personnel not
involved in refueling.

The COR shall have the means to communicate with the pilot and be able to
direct the use of the gather helicopter at all times. The freguency(s) used
for this contract will be assigned by the COR when the govermment furnished
"slip—in" VHF/FM portable radio is used. When a VHF/AM radio is used, the
frequency will be 122.925 MHz.

The contractor shall obtain the necessary FOC licenses for the radio system.

The proper operation, service and maintenance of all contractor fumished
helicopters is the responsibility of the contractor. The EHM reserves the
right to remove from service pilots and helicopters which, in the opinion of
the contracting officer or COR violate contract rules, are unsafe or otherwise
unsatisfactory. In this event, the contractor will be notified in writing to
furmnish replacement pilots or helicopters within 48 hours of notification. All
such replacements must be approved in advance of operation by the contracting
officer or his/her representatives.

On site project inspectors who have clear lines of authority and responsibility
as well as the ability to comunicate (on site govermnment radios) on a moment’'s
notice with management, the COR, and the Contracting Officer, will be appointed
to asswre that any contractual problems which may affect the animals or their
habitat can be resolved with minimal delay.

DISPOSITION AND HIMANE TREATMENT OF HORSES .

fAs soon as practical after entering the captuwre corral, each group of horses
will be inspected and a written log kept identifying condition of animals at
time of captuwre and specific location from which animals came from. Altemate
pens, within the holding facility shall be fumished by the contractor to
separate mares with small foals, sick and injured animals, and estray animals
from the other horses. Where required by the COR, animals shall be sorted as
to age, number, size, temperament. sex, and condition when in the holding
facility so a= to minimize, to the extent possible, injury due to fighting and
trampling.

Of primary importance while handling wild horses is their welfare and humane
treatment. The COR shall be responsible for determining the need and providing
for the treatment of sick or injured animals. The contractor shall restrain
sick or injured animals so that they may be provided treatment by the COR. The
COR shall also determine if an injured animal must be destroved and provide for
destruction of the animals.




Animals shall be transported to final destination from temporary holding
facilities within 24 houwrs after capture unless prior approval is granted by
the COR for wusual circumstances. Animals shall not be held in traps and/or
temporary holding facilities on days when there is no work being conducted
except as specified by the COR.

Animale held for 10 hours or more in the traps and/or holding facilities shall
be provided fresh clean water by the contractor, in an amount of & minimun of
10 gallons per animal per day. Animals held for 10 hours or more in the traps
or holding facilities shall be provided good guality hay at the rate of not
less than two pounds of hay per 100 pounds of estimated body weight per day.

Branded animals, those suspected of being branded, or those are
known to be private. will be separated out and handled as outlined in IM
85414, which is in accordance with applicable federal and state laws.

DESTRLCTION OF ANIMALS

Wild horses which are seriously injured, obviously sick or lame, or very old,
whose condition is such that it is obvious they will not recover will be
humanely destroyed at the site by the Bureauw of Land Management’'s Authorized
Officer only, or by a veterinarian if authorized by the Bureau’s
representative. HM's Authorized Officers have been trained by a

licensed veterinarian in the state for humane suthanasia of wild horses. No
other individual will be allowed to destroy any captured horse unless the
representative has specifically stated (and made reference to in writing) that
he will be away from the job site for an extended period of time. Dwring this
time, the representative will appoint a qualified individual to take over his
responsibilities. The Contractor shall dispose of carcasses as directed by the

DISPOSAL. OF ANIMALS WHICH ARE DESTROYED DURING THE REMOVAL OPERATION

Carcasses will be disposed of by burial. consumed by fire or left to the
environment as outlined by Instruction Memorandum NW-83-84. This will satisfy
State and County sanitary reguirements.

Prior to disposal, data which includes the date of death. apparent reason for
death, sex, color, age, and freeze mark number (if assigned), will be
collected.

TRANSPORT OF CAFTURED ANIMALS
All motorized equipment employed in the transportation of captured animals

shall adhere to the provisions of 43 COFR Part 4700 and be subject to the
following reservations and/or restrictions:

All motorized equipment employed in the transportation of captwed animals
shall be in compliance with appropriate State and Federal laws and regulations

applicable to the humane transportation of animals.




Vehicles shall be in good repair, of a¢equaté rated capacity, and operated =o
as to inswre that captured animals are transported without undue risk or
injury.

Only stocktrailers shall be allowed for transporting animals from traps to
temporary holding fecilities. Only Bobtail trucks, stocktrailers, or single
deck: trucks shall be used to haul animals from temporary bolding facilities to
final destination. Sides or stockracks of transporting vehicles shall be a
minimum height of & feet & inches from vehicle floor and have no openings from
the floor to four feet above the floor wider than 2 and 172 inches. Single
deck trucks with trailers 40 feet or longsr shall have two partition gates to
separate animals. Trailers less than 40 feet shall have at least one partition
gate to separate the animals. The use of double deck trailers is unacceptable
and shall not be allowed, unless converted to single deck.

All vehicles used to transport animals to final destinaticon shall be equipped'
with doors at the rear end of the vehicle. At least one of these rear doors
shall be capable of sliding either horizontally or vertically.

Floors of vehicles and loading chute shall be covered and maintained with a
non—skid surface such as sand, mineral soil or wood shavings (no fecal material
allowed), to prevent the animals from slipping.

The nunber of animals to be loaded and transported in any vehicle shall be as
directed by the COR and may include limitations on numbers Accordlng to age,
size, =2, temperament and animal condition.

The COR shall consider the condition of the animals, weather conditions,., type
of vehicles, distance to be transported, or other factors when planning for. the
movement of captwed animals. The COR shall provide for any brand and/or
inspection services required for the captured animals.

If the COR determines that dust conditions are such that the animals could be
endangered during transportation, the contractor will B2 instructed to adjust
speed. The maximum distance over which animals may have to be transported on
dirt road is approdimately 25 miles per load.

PLUELIC RELATIONS

In general, all publicity, formal public contact, and inguiries will be
handled through the Public Affairs Officer, Las Vegas District BHM Office.

COORDINATION

The Caliente Resouwrce Area will coordinate with the adoption preparation
facility to asswe that there is space available in the corrals for the
captured horses and that they can be handled humanely and efficiently.




RECOMVENDED FOR AFFROVAL :

Condes Jé?__?z;’céﬁr &5 -7 2 Al

Area Manager, HM, Caliente R. A. Caliente, N Date
e Y/ L 7
#‘z » /(Q, P W
Diztrict Manager, HM, Las Vegas District Office Date
AFFROVED RY:

2Ll V4l

Associate State Director, HLM, Nevad# State Office
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INTRODUCT IC0N/OVERVIEW
A. Furpose and Need
The purpose of this Environmental Assessment (BA) is to assess the

srvironmental consequences of the proposed action and altematives in
relation to the buman snvironment.

Bandia Laboratories, a research snd testing company . maintains a
Feadouarters on the Nellis Fanoge Conplex in the noecthse Cactus Flat
area. Complaints heve been received of opticsl interferencs cansed
v incressing dust pollotion in the area.  Horsss may combriboate to
this from over utilization of vegetation in certain areas, but not
Totally. W 8. &ir Torce and Sandia activities, i.e., vehilculae
tirafTic, road budlding, sto., and even dust from planes contribute to
cust pollution.

There are cccasional vehicle/horse collisions on the Rangs Conpled.
These result in death to the horse and damege to the vehicle.
Although thers have been no bonen injuriss, thers iz the potential
for- a human death to coccwr from some futwrs collision.

Competit for Tovage, and in sorme instances water, during criticsl

timss of the vesr may stress wildiifes populations.

There has e a wild horse removal every yvear since 1985 on the
Mellis Ramge Complesx (MRCH. During the spring of 1988, 14205 ewcess
wild horses were removed from the west side of the Hawich Fountain
FRange, and 77 from the east side of the Range. Dweing the Spring of
1985, 285 swcess wild horsss were rercved from the west side of the
Fawich Mountain Range, and 554 excess wild borses and 200 ewcess wild
urros were renoved from Stonewall Spring, slso removed 224 horses
and 28 Burros from wild horss Springs; both aress are on the extremns
west side of the Nellis Reange Comples boundary.  The 1987 Eucess wild
horse round up ramoved 76 horsess from the ssst side of the Hawich
Famge, 484 from the west side of the Fawich ramge 2582 from the Breen
Cresk Rozeervodr, and 288 were removed from the Fedro Lake area.

Thus over the last 2 yvears Z9E8 sucess wild morses heve been removed
from the MNRT. To reach &ML there iz a nesd to remove aopproximately
2,120 more excess wild horses.

The latest wild horse Cemsus was completed during Sectembse 1986 at
which time there weare an estimated 41720 (actual count) wild bhorses
still on the MRC.  OFf the 4150 counted helf rosm off the Nevada Wild
Horse Range (MadHR) .

The situation also edists with very limited perennial water sources
available for the wild horses especially during sunmer months.

fAleso Utilization levels since 1985; Summaries for the Moderate,
Meavy, and Severs cateqories, have decreased from 5&% of the area to
474 respectively for the 1,137,417 acres that have been shodied.
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Justification for removal is besed on a consultation and coordinaticn
process and is supported by Fublic Law 92195,

Tiwe decisicon
warioue governmental and s

on conceErns of

= e agencies, Consultaticn and
Coordination (€ % C) Committes members, obther poblic comments, and
oropessd Puraau plarming docoments,

Wild hor

sice and Mevacda Wild
= Lehed as & oA AF&E
“"'-(_C"‘J‘\(L’H!”‘J o the owrpess of the witidrawal . Borses
e \P\mda Hl}_d ‘-v**r_ﬂ Ranpe have Deen identitis

Tormopah F{c;u'uﬂ.-.. &y r:a..,._r;cj o &1F &co ar= controlled by the US0F

based on the primary o the MEC.  Monitoring studies cannot be
conducted in the Tonop Test Renoe becasuse of the inkersnt osmosr
and security restrictions.

Tre G0 commities made up of variocus interesst ogroups and govermment

Agenciss wivn have an intarsst in the well-being of wild horsss and
wildlife on the MO, The CAC Commitise, afisr visiting oerts of the

and analvzing existing data, have
{ be managed only on the Meveda Wild MHorzs
= oand that horses cutside the Neveda Wild Morsze FRamge e oremoved.

img the summesr
e ir‘.m wiict

mvada Wild Horse Range (MR Herd Mansoemant Area Plan
J‘“ Committes recommended an initizsl sansoesment level of

fralyesis of monitoring studies on the MER will e used to determine
what the futw-s management numbers of wild horess will B=. Fubure

adjustment to the wild borse popalaticon will be based on the results
of these monitoring studies.

I1. FROFOSED ACTION AND AL TERNATIVES

This section of the envircomental assessment identifies one alternative

A e prmm;m:w:j action considered in meeting the Calisnte Rescuwrce Ares
c_u:)ectlva of maintaining wild horse use at sporopriate memagemsnt levels
funtil moni tc.rlng indicates a need for change) and maintaining wild horse
vss in designated HG =, and solving problems around populated areas.

A. DNo fction Alternative

Mamagament would remain the same, wild borse popolstions woold e
&l lowed to incresss unchecked.




E. Froposed Action/Mitigation

The proposed action iz to rzduce the wild horze populaticn oo the

LEAF Tactical keapons Training G unter' Range (;k: .‘.LE Fance Comple:)
which includes the Nevada Wild Horese l:-,r I8 head based
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3 ccaticn. condition of +r= 55115. conditicn of
ticn from hibe
o whether the
to animals and
SEES htu]d ke JCgﬁptablé to animals iT a
veterinarian e,pwr*1=m were oressnt, or wiaether a delay in
capture activity iz warranted. I it iz determined that the
caphure can proczed with a vetsrinarian pressnt, the ssrvices of
a vetsrinarian will b obt41n=0 pricr to procesding with the
cartures,

pr'nf-c aptures
lavel of acti

The Bureau of Land Menagement will provide a COR/FI(z) as needed
for the capture cperation from site selection, corral design, to

capture and tranercrtaticn of animals to Falonino Valley Center.

=

-

The capture opesration will utilize helicopter capbure methods.
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The Pureau of Land Management will also provide supervisicon of
the project helicopter duwring the gathering operation. This
will be accomplished by use of an additional helicopter on site
to monitor all aspects of the wild horse round-up. In the event
an additional helicopter cannot be obtained., other methods will
be used to cbserve the removal operations, including but not
limited to. using observers on horseback. observing the
Frelicopter from vehicles and placing staticnary cbservers in
strategic locations. The observers will have direct
commmication with the project helicopter for contract
supervision. Observers will be monitoring the rate of movement
of horses, distance to be traveled, type of terrain, fences etc.

The Pur-ean of Land Management will provide a COR/FI(s) as needed
Tor the capture operation from site selection. corral design. to
captwe and transportation of animals to Falomino Valley Center.

Ridders Tow will be scheduled and conducted by the BLM to allow
contractors to determine type of terrain, condition of animals,
condition of roads, potential trap locations in relaticon to
animal distribotion, where Tences are located as well as other
dangerous barriers. '

The contract will be terminated for convenience of the
Government when Contract disputes cannot be resolved. In the
event the contractor doss not perform properly the contractor
will e defaulted.

Veterinary sarvices are avalilable in Caliente, Nevada. The
Bureau of Land Manmagement’'s authorized repressntative or his
desigrnes will summon a veterinarian if, in his judgement,
veterinary services are required to alleviate suffering of one
or more horses, to enswe their well being, or to diagnose
and/or treat diseaze, sickness or injury.

The services of the state brand inspector will be obtained and
all inspections will comply with the procedures set forth in
Instruction Memorandum MN-85-416, which ocutlines the proceduwre
for processing private horses capbuwred during removal
operations.

Thizs plan will remain in effect until all animals identified in
this removal plan are removed and placed in adoption centers.
{(Articipated to take place during August and September 1988).
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FEMOVAL. METHODS

All capture attempts shall be accomplished through the use of a
helicopter. Wing riders may be used if necessary. Roping will
not be allowed encept to capture orphan foals and wet mares, and
thiz will be done only when necessary. with prior approval by
the COR. Under no circumstances shall animals be tied doen for
more than one howr. Mare and foal are to be captured togethw-,
if both cannot be captured than one or the otber will be
released to allow them to be reunited at no cost to the
governmant.

The helicopter shall be used in such a manner that bands or
herds will remsin together as much as possible and foals will
not become ssparated from their mothers.

The rate of movement and distance the animals travel shall not
excesd limitations set by the COR who will consider terrain,
physical barriers, weather, condition of the animals and other
factors.

It is estimated that 4 trap locations will be required to
accomplish the work. General trap locations and bolding
facilities will be selected by the OOR, specific trap sites
{with in the general trap location area) will be selected by the
contractor. All trap locations and holding facilities must be
approved by the COR and USAF representatives prior to
construction. The contractor may also be required to change or
move trap locations as determined by the COR. All traps and
Folding facilities not located on public land must have prior
wiritten approval of the landowner.

ALl traps, wings, and holding facilities shall be constructed,
maintained and operated to handle the animals in a safe and
Fumnane manrer.  Traps and holding facilities shall be
constructed of portable panels, the top of which shall not be
less than 72 inches high, and the bottom rail of which shall not
e more than 12 inches from ground level. All traps and holding
facilities shall be oval or round in design. All loading chute
sides shall be fully covered with plywood or like material. The
loading chute shall also be a minimum of & feet high. All
runways shall be a minimum of 20 feet long and a minimum of &
feet high and shall be covered with plywood or like material a
minimum of 1 foot to 5 fest above ground level. Wings shall not
be constructed out of barbed wire or other materials injurious
to animals and must be approved by the COR. All crowding pens
including the gates leading to the runways shall be covered with
a material which prevents the animals from seeing out (plywood,
berlap, etoc.) and shall be covered a minimum of 1 foot to 5§ feet
above ground level. .
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Mo fence modification will be made without authorization from
the COR. The contractor shall be responsible for restoration of
any fence modification which he has made.

When excessive dust conditions ocowr within or adjacent to the
trap or holding facility. the contractor shall be reguired to
wet down the ground with water at such location as directed by
the COR.

It is trhe responsibility of the contractor to provide security
to prevent loss, injury or death of captwed animals until
delivery to final destination.

The COR will determine general rouwndup areas and number of
animale within general contract areas as animal concentrations
and weather conditions dictate. All traps shall be located so as
to provide for the most bumane capture of the animals. The
specific locations of traps must be approved by the COR prior to
construction.

HELICOPTER, PILOT AND COMMINICATIONS

The contractor must operate in compliance with Federal Aviation
Fegulations, Fart $1. Filots provided by the contractor shall
comply with the Contractors Federal Aviation Certificates,
applicable regulations of the State of Nevada and shall follow
what are recognized as safe flyving practices.

When refueling, the helicopter shall remain a distance of at
least a 1,000 feset or more from animals, vehicles (other then
fuel truck), and personnel not involved in refueling.

The COR shall have the means to communicate with the pilot and
be able to direct the use of the gather helicopter at all times.
Tre frequency(s) used for this contract will be assigned by the
COR when the government fumished "slip-in" VWF/FM portable
radic is used. When a WF/AM radio is used, the freqguency will
be 122.925 MH=.

The contractor shall obtain the necessary FCO licenses for the
radio system.

The proper operation, service and maintensnce of all contractor
furnisked helicopters is the responsibility of the contractor.
The BHM rezerves the right to remove from service pilots and
hrelicopters which, in the opinion of the contracting officer or
COR violate contract rules, are unsafe or otherwise
unsatisfactory. In this event, the contractor will be notified
in writing to furmnish replacement pilots or telicopters within
48 hours of notification. All such replacements must be
approved in advence of operation by the contracting officer or
his/her representatives.
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On site project inspectors who have clear lines of authority and
responsibility as well as the ability to communicate (on site
government radics) on a moment’ s notice with management, the
CoR, and the Contracting Officer, will be appointed to assure
that any contractual problems which may affect the animals or
their habitat can b2 resolved with minimal delay.

DISFOSITION AND HUIMANE TREATMENT OF HORSES

As soon as practical after entering the capture corral, each
group of horses will be inspected and a written log kept
identifying condition of animals at time of capture and specific
location from which animals came from. Altermate pens, within
the holding facility shall be fumished by the contractor to
separate mares with emall foals, sick and injured animals, and
estray animals from the other horses.  Where required by the
COR, animals shall be sorted as to age, number, size,
temperament, sex, and condition when in the holding facility so
as to minimize, to the extent possible, injuwry due to fighting
and trampling.

Of primary importance while handling wild horses is their

vl fare and humane treatment. The COR shall be responsible for
determining the need and providing for the trestment of sick o
injured animals. The contractor shall restrain sick or injured
animals so that they may be provided treastment by the COR. The
COR shall also determine if an injursd animal must be destroved
and provide for destruction of the animals.

Animals shall be transported to final destination from temporary
holding facilities within 24 howrs atter capture wnless prior
approval is granted by the COR for wnusual cilrcumstances.
Afnimals shall not be beld in traps and/or temporary holding
facilities on days when there is no work being conducted except
as specified by the COR.

Animales held for 10 bhours or more in the traps and/or holding
facilities shall be provided fresh clean water by the
contractor, in an amcunt of & minimum of 10 gallons per animal
per day. Animals beld for 10 hows or moire in the traps or
holding facilities shall be provided gocd quality hay at the
rate of not less than two pounds of hay per 100 pounds of
estimated body weight per day.

Branded animals, those suspected of being branded, or those are
known to be private, will be sepsrated out and handled as
outlined in IM 85416, which is in accordance with applicable
federal and state laws.
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DESTRUCTION OF ANIMALS

Wild horses which are seriously injured, obviously sick or lame,
or very old, whose condition is such that it is obvious they
will not recaver will be humanely destroyed at the site by the
Bureaw of Land Management’ s Authorized Officer only, or by a
veterinarian if authorized by the Puresu’'s representative.

B e Authorized Officers have been trained by a licensed
veterinarian in the state for hunasne euthanaszia of wild horees.

Mo other individual will be allowed to destroy any captured
horse unless the repressntative has specifically stated (and
made reference to in writing) that he will be away firom the job
site for an extended period of time. During this time, the
representative will appoint a qualified individual to take over
hizs responsibilities. The Contractor shall dispose of carcasses
as directed by the COOR.

DISFOSAL. OF ANIMALS WHICH ARE DESTROYED DURING THE REMOVAL
OFERATION

Carcasses will be disposed of by burial, consumed by fire or
left to the environment as cutlined by Instruction Memorandum
MV-E2-B4. This will satisfy Btate and County sanita-y
requiremsnts.

Frior to disposal, data which includes the date of death,
apparent reason for death, sex, color, age, and freeze mark

mumber (11 assigned), will be collected.

TRANSFORT OF CAFTLRED ANIMALS

All motorized equipment emoloved in the transportation of
capbured animals shall adhers to the provisions of 43 CFR Fart
4700 and be subject to the following reservations and/cr
restricticns:

ALl motorized equipment emploved in the transportation of
captured animals shall be in compliance with appropriate State
and Federal laws and regulaticns applicable to the humane
transportation of animals.

Vehicles shall be in good repair. of adequate rated capscity,
and operated so as to inswe that captured animals are
transported without wndue risk or injury.

Only stocktrailers shall be allowed for transporting animals
from traps to temporary holding facilities. Only Bobtail
trucks, stocktrailers, or single deck trucks shall be used to
haul animals from temporary holding facilities to final
destination. Sides or stockracks of transporting vehicles shall
b= a minimum height of & feet & inches from vehicle floor and
have no openings from the floor to four feet above the Tloor
wider than 2 and 1/2 inches. Single deck trucks with trailers
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40 feet or longer shall have two partition gates to separate
animals. Trailers less than 40 feet shall have at least one
partiticon gate to separate the animals. The use of double deck
trailers is unacceptable and shall not be allowsed, unless
converted to single deck trailer.

A1l vehicles used to transport animels to finsl destination
shall be equipped with doors at the rear end of the vehicle. At
least one of these resr doors shall be capable of sliding elther
Forizontally or vertically. A

Floors of vehicles and loading chute shall be covered and
maintained with a non-skid surface such as sand, mineral soil or
wood shavings (no fecal material allowed), to prevent the
animals from slipping.

Tre number of animals to be loaded and transported in any
vehicle shall e as directed by the COR and may include
limitations on numbers according to sge, size, sex, temperament
and animal condition.

Tre COOR shall consider the condition of the animals, weather
conditions, btype of vehicles, distance to be transported, or
otrer factors when planning for the movemsnt of captured
animals. The OOR shall provide for any brand and/or inspecticn
sarvices required for the captuwred animals.

If the COR determines that dust conditions are such that the
animals could be endangered during tramsportation, the
contractor will be instructed to adjust speed. The maximum
distance over which animals may have to be transported on dirt
reoad is approdimately 35 miles per load.

I11. AFFECTED ENVIRONVENT

Corrent wild hores popolations, based on recent aerial census, is 41520
{Sept 1984) animals within the H¥HB. Actual population is estimated to be
higher tham this level. The overall health of these animals appears to be
good, though, during drier periods withoot precipitation the wild horses
are greatly stressed from lachk of sufficient available water.

The MRC supports several wildlife species; deer, antelope, desert bighormn,
several differsnt predators, and a host of non—game animals. Little
emphasis has been placed on data collection particularly due to the
controlled access on the NRC becawse of its primary purpose.

Trere are no know threatened/endangered plant or animal species in the
identified wild horse H or gathering areas.  Hoesever, there are three
candidate species within the area: PAsclepias eastwocdianas category 2,
Sclerocactus polyvancistrus: category 2, and Astragalus beatlevae; cateqory
2, (Federal Fegister Yol. 4%, Mo. 242 and Vol. 48, No Z29). Astragalus

D27.270.
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The gather area varies from flat (sandy to rocky valleys)., to precipitous
bushy and forested Mountains.

A variety of vegetation communities exist within the gather area. These
vegetation types are shadscale, big sage, low sage, rabbitbrush, pinyon—
Juniper, and joshua. Within these vegetation communities are key areas
with selected key speciss which are sensitive to change as a result of
managensEnt technigques due to the fact that they recsive grester amouwnts of
use by grazing animals. Bssed an the use these key areas receive, they
may serve as indicators to measwrs the success of the proposed managems=nt
actions.

Cultural . historical sites and endangered or threatened candidate species
have been identified in roaundup area.

Site specific Cultural Resowce and Threatened/Endangered Flora and Fauna
Survey(s) will b= completed at each captuwre site prior to the temporary
construction of such site.

IT previcusly undiscovered cultural rescurces should e found during
actual construction activities, the Authorized Officer will reguirs
activities for that area to be temoorarily halted by issuing & stop order
until the rescurce(s) can be inspected and appropriate surveys or salvage
operaticns are completed by a qualified cultwal rescurces professional ,
at which time a Notice to Froceed will be issued.

The following environmentsl assessment mandatory elements would not be
affected by the proposed action end alternative as previously descriibeds

i Areas of Critical & Wastes, Hazardous
Environmental Concern or Solid
R Coltural , Historical., and T Water, Drinking/
‘alecntological Resources Ground/Cuality
R Endangered or B Wetlands
Threatened Species T Wild and Becenic Rivers
4. Farm Lands 10, Wilderness
S Flood Flain
IMPeCTS OF THE PROFOSED ACTION AND ALTEFNATIVES
A. Nellis Range Complex
1. Air Guality

Froposed Action:

No action altermative:

FReduction of Morse nunbers on the NRC, over

the long term, would create positive impacts
to the soils and forage resource by allowing

for vegetative regrowth.

Fositive impacts

to Sandia Laboratories would also be
realized through decreased dust pollution.

Incressed amounts of dust pollution

watld be expected to continue to
interfere with Sandia Labs operation.
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No action altermative: Collisions between horses and Vehicles
can also be expected to increase, with
the injury or death of persoonel being
a possible result.

Froposed Sotions Feduction of wild horse rumbers woald reducs
the frequency of vehicle/horse collizions on
thee MR An the short as well as long term.

E. Threatened/Endangered Species

Mo action Altermatives Competiticon on the candidate species within
the wild horse use areas wolld e ewpected

to increase.

Froposed Action: The candidate threatened/endangered plant species
should benefit from a reduction in grazing
pressuyre. Hence the impact showld be beneficial
im the lomg term.

C. Vegetation

o action altermabiv

i

Coynpeetition for Torage rescurcss withis wild
Forse use areas wonld be ewpechted to
increase, affecting the desirable veoetativae
component, and condition of all animals.
Froductivity in this ares would be ewpectsd
to continue to deteriorats, while horse
popuilations incressed. It is exwpected that
horse populations would increase beyvond the
support capability of the range rescosce znd
woatld crash.  These impacts wotildld be
regative to the entire scology of the area.
Incressing over utilization of the range
could lesad to irreversible damsge to this
rescurcs.  Aimals lost to mass population
die—off wold be irretrievanle. Incressing
competition betwsen horses and othsr
wildlife species could lesd to a loss of
wildlife from its habitat.

Froposed Aotion: Sovne destruction of vegetation in the area of
capture sites and temporary holding Taoilities
will probably ccour as well as some soll
disturbsnce during capture operations.  The
rangeland vegetation will respond favorably in
the short and long term due to the reducticn in
Orazing pressure.  Forags availability ds
sxpected to incresse, utilization levels will
decreasze and vegetation trend should improve.
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i a level
oy other herbivors Alzo,

polivtion should r“e»cult WL"'h &N increase in
vegetation cover due to reduced grazing pressure
in the lang term.

e to e
N )

e ro knoen acdverse impact

Trsre wi

zpescies wenld

cier, antelope, desert
s ld

WildliTe i
bigrovm and otber wild

D
it
o

e 1 )

benatit in the short term from dwr‘ﬂ—afw*
competition for scace and foraos. Competition

Cetuesn wildlife E:@:_e: and other grazing
amimals will e reduced dus to an umprovemEn

£
T

vecetation conditions. Inoressss Ao owild 'i
srecies ars expected o coowr as A result

propossd action, especially over the long term.

E. Wild Horses and Burros

Moo Aotice Altern

Froposed Sotior

ative:

Horse loss operations would
not occour. 3 _Dlt:«gy of the arsa
woald comtinue to be adversely impscted by
increasing harse populations. Horse loss
weild coour dus to popalation collaspee after
habitat is deca‘-'rc:rved . fron lack of water

=ufficient for wild horses under high
popalation des ":J'.'?:g.

Tre promosed action will impact wild borse snd

as well as wild horss and Do
populations.  Vegetatlon will imperose in the HMS
over the long term.  Maintenance of wasiters on thes
MaHR will dimprove water availability to the
Foorsess as well as wildlife.

bvrro habitat,
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o population numnbers will
2B Ave ampact b the wild horses

remaining cn the MR over the short term. This
impact showld resalt in bealthier borses with an
increased productivity,  However, during the

e Tormarice oF the proposso o

renaining will be possi
brcaary Feomes canges |

is coample

Femener

Ay e change
Tite stvle of the nnlmalﬁ CmDEuPEﬁ will al=o
b an unavoldainle impact.
F. Cultural Resocurces
P Fotiom Altermatives Thezpre uﬂuiu
acticn
Disturbance of cultural rescurce MRy CLoou

clring capt
irventordes

Lm'nm@hﬂttnu

"J

T i R

_li—"

N fotion Altesrmatives i I !
denailty oFf ve mamrs modll o

i
the forces of @rosion

Froposed Acticons: Linder the propossd action solls would be
distur ~d a+ captuwre locsticans.  In the long-term
forage inoresse, soils shouwld Decore

H. Other Resources

There will be no impscts under the no action altermative or proposed
Fotion to the following resources:  Minsrals, Realty, Forestrs,

Recreation, Wildemesss, Livestock GOrazing, and Vieusl Fesourcss.

STANDARD MITIGATION MEASLRES AND STIFLLATIONS

Each captwre site will have a Cultural Rescurce Survev and a Trhreatensd
and Endangered Species Swrvey conducted prior to fisld work.  Also site
locations will e selected to aveoid T & E Species,
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VI. CONSLLTATION AND COORDINATION

The Nevada Wild Horse Range and Nellis Range Complex Gathering Flan #2 and
this EA wers avallable for review by all interested persons, groups, and
organizations, the Consultation and Coordination Committee memnbers. and
the Five Farty Cooperative Agrzement Committee members, etc. for a pericd
of 30 days. Comments were reviewsd for consideration into the Gathering
Flam. These doouments alzo went through intensive intermal review (MNevada
State Offics., Las Veoas District ffice. and Calients Resoorce Area
Office) with commants being incorporated into the plans as appropriste.
Comments were received Trom Wyoming Advocates for Animsis, Animal
Frotection Institote of America, martment of Energy. Office of Community
Services, and LS. Fish and Wildlife Service. Specialists involved in the
review are as fol lows:

Eridie Guerrero Wildliife Biolooist/Ervircnmental Coordinator,. Caliente
Resowrce Area

Terry Smith Fange Conservationist. Caliente Resowrce Sres

Mike Meff Range Conservationist, Caliente Resowrce Area

Larry Lacy Fangs Tech/Minerals, Calients Rescwroe Area

Cory Bodman Soils Scientist, Caliente Resource Ares

Larmy Jomnson Forester, Caliente Resouwrce Area

Tim Fru-phy Supervisory Range Conservationist, Caliente Resouwrce
Frea

Bob Stager Fange Conservaticnist (W & B Specialist), LVDO

Joe Ross Fesiztant District Manager, Resowce, VDO

Terry Driver Fange Conservaticnist (WH & B Specialist), BRA

Milton Fredi Wild Horse and bwrro Specialist, MO

VII. DISCLESION OF NON-CONCURRENCE

Non-Concurrence was received from Animal Protection Institute of Americas
they stated that they could not support the proposed action withouh more
detailed information. A copy of the wild horse portion of the Land Use
Flan and the Coordinated Rescorce Mansgement and Plamning Committes
mimutes was forwarded to them.

Aleo, Non~-Concurrencs was received from Wyoming Advocastes for Animals.
They felt that it was not the horses thet are causing damage to the Public
Fesource but "Livestock and poor managemsnt practices are. There is,
therefore, no reason whatever for the Caliente Resource Area to go Torward
with and gathesring plan'. There iz no livestock grazing on the NOHR.  The
Pureau of Lang Managemsnt response was that we are implementing cur
Fotivity Flan and managing horses at the Appropriste Management Level.
This will D tihe Status Goo until vegetative monitoring indicates a change
in managemsnt is necesssary. When this happens in wild horse argss the
interested groups will be involved in the review process.

VIII.RECOMVENDATION

The implementation of the Nevada Wild Horse Range and Nellis Range Complex
Gathering Flan #2 is recommended for approval with the mitigation and the
concurrence by the above specialists.




R

~

<,

14BN

—

| B

N | T I

Iis

Y, s —

: % =
. ;'EJ\.._N‘SJ';'/ at® _(:'Pr ~

¥ ; 6,'

s
/i}}' /

a

o

) o
A=
) _\/

\
[ \L_QX s
3 ﬁ.q" _{,\' \\\. ;
> Mk ‘51.:/\\ \

,_V‘A 11l \J,('
\ b

'y
he
A
2

o {f)
YA
LS

o
/

\/
i

-t
LAl
V<A,

kf)‘ > “i ¥

\

>
4

NW ST

b

TN D e

D 7| T ¢

“raty i
:"l !I mﬂ'

Y
M=

\/""7 =1
NN A
L’.ﬂf}"‘f‘;&'\}"x*" Y

A}

f/’;‘?]';“ RNl
\55

ﬁp\;‘ MR

4 b il
= st 'fti‘.’m‘r e O "'*'f:?’



4700
(NV-QS7.7)

FYS3 CALIENTE R. A.
WILD HORSE

GATHERING FLAN

Frepared b‘y:% CM &57//3/%/

Fhil yfp (- Seegm'v’f ler Date
Range Con/Wild Horse & Burro Spec.

Bureaw of Land Management
Las Vegas District

Caliente Rescurce Area
Caliente., Nevada




-

psge 2

FROFOSAL

The purpose of this removal (gathering) plam is to ocutline the methods and
procedures to be used in removing excess wild horses from the Caliente Rescuwrce
Area. This may be accomplished by removing horses that exist outside of Herd
Management Areas (HMA' =), and those horses from HA s where the Appropriate
Management Level {(AML) is being exceeded. This plan also identifies removal of
horzes that are causing damage to the private property (destroying lawns and
gardens and fields) of the citizens of the communitis=s of Caliente and
Cazelton. This removal will remove from public lands approdimately 100 wild
Horses., In addition three head of wild horses with collars on will be
captuwred, collars removed, and wild horses and asscciated band members released
back into area where they were capturesd.

BACHGEROUND INFORMATION

Gather Area

Excess wild horses are to be removed from the following arsas as follows:
Horses cutside of Hs boundaries:

Removal of exceszs wild horses from ocutside of desionated Herd Managemsnt
Areas will take place in the Delamar, Boulder Springs, Fioche, Highland
Feak, Crossroads, Barclay. and Simpson Grazing Allotments located in the
Caliente Resource Area (map attached).

{Horses in the Fioche and Highland Peak grazimg Allotments are also
causing problems in and arcund the comwunity of Caselton).

Hits where AL is being evceeded:

Excess wild horses will be removed from the Miller Flat Area (map
attached). Excess wild horses will be removed down to the Appropriate
managemnent level as identified in the Miller Flat Herd Management Area

Flan.

Excess wild horses will also be removed from the Clover Creel, and
Cottonwood HYA s bringing the population of wild horses down to the
initial Appropriate Management Level identified through the Coordinated
Fezouwrce Management and Flanning process using the guidance established in
the Caliente Resowrce Land Uses Flan for determining desirable numbers for
H¥ s (map attached).

Within the Cottorwood HMA lies the Clover Mountain Wilderness Study Area.
HG s whare there are problem animalss

Horses that are causing problems arcund the commuinity of Caliente

{foraging in the hay fields and gardens cn the private property) will also

be removed during this removal process. This will affect the clover Creek
and Little Mountain HMA's (map attached).
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Justification

e e e s

The decision to remove these animals from this area is based on concerns of
State Agencies, Coordinated Resource Management and Flanning Committee Members,
other public comments. and Bureau planning documentz, and wild horse activities
pians.

Justification for removal is based on the Final MFF Etep I1I Decisions

approved by the State Director on November 12, 1981 and confirmed by the

wild horese management shall be undertaken with the objective of limiting the
animals distribution to herd areas. . ", and is supported by Fublic Law
FE2-195. Al=so Herd Management Area Flans, thvough public involvement, bhave
established an Appropriate Management Level (AML) for wild horse numbers with
in each H¥. This &L number should be managed for until monitoring indicates a
change poputlation Level is aporopriate.

REMOVAL. FROCESS

Under this gathering plan the BHM will be responsible for the capture, ceare,
temporary holding of approximately 100 wild horses from the gather area, and
thelr transportation to the adoption preparation facility through issuance of
gathering contract.

Frior to any gathering operation the Bureau will provige for s pre-capture
analysis to determine the condition of the animals, prevailing temperatures,
animal distribution in relation to potential trap location, condition of the
=0ils, conditicon of the roads, drowght conditions, etc. The information from
the pre—capture analysis will develop conclusicons as to whether the level of
activity is likely to cause wndue stress to animals and wrether such stress
wollld be acceptable to animals if a veterinarian expertise were present. or
whether a delay in captuwre activity is warranted. If it is determined that the
captuwre can procesed with a veterinarian present, the services of a veterinarian
will be obtained prior to proceeding with the capture.

The BPureaun of Land Management will provide a COR/FI(s) as needed for the
captwre operation from site selection, corral design, to capture and
transportation of animals to Falomino Valley Center.

The capture operation will utilize helicopter captuwre methods.

The Bureaw of Land Mamagement will also provide supervision of the project
helicopter during the gathering operation. This will be accomplished by use of
an additional helicopter on site to monitor all aspects of the wild horse
round-up.  In the event an additional belicopter cannot be cbtained, other
methods will be used to observe the removal operations, including bat not
limited to, using cbhservers on horseback, cbserving the helicopter firom
vehicles and placing stationary observers in strategic locations. The
observers will have direct communication with the project helicopter for
contract supervision. Observers will be monitoring the rate of movement of
horses, distance to ke traveled, type of terrain, fences etc.




-

—

page 3

The terrain in the removal area varies from flat but rocky to precipitous bushy
and forested areas.

Existing Situation

Horses either have established bome ranges outside of existing Herd Management
Areas and/or have exceeded the Appropriate Management Level established
(Through public involvement) for specific H¥ 's. Thus they are competing with
other ungulates for Forage, Water, Space and Cover, etc., or they are causing
problems in local communities. For current nunbers and numbers to De removed
zee table 1 telow.

Table 1
Gather Area A Last Census # Mumber in excess of AML |
Delamar/Boulder springs
Allotments 0 N/A 20
Ficche/ Highland Feak
Al lotment 0 NAA 15
Crossroads/Barclay
Allotments O NAE 10
Simpeon Al lotment Q N/ =
Caliente Froblem animals
(Little Mtn H®W) LS 54 1%k
Miller Flat H¥A S0 7i 21
Clover Creelk HB 9 26 17
Clover Mountain HYE 55 84 29
Total Mumber of Animals that needs to be removed 127

A& to be established through monitoring, last census conducted duwring July,
1982 resulted in 34 head of horses counted.

¥¥Removal number necessary to help resolve concerns of private land cwners in
area, and doesn’'t reflect number to reach AL,

Hence approximately 50 excess wild horszes need to be removed from areas cutside

existing HW s. Also 10 head of horses nesd to be removed that are causing

problems around the community of Caliente. Approximately &7 head of excess ‘
wild horses need to be removed from within Hs to bring wild horses numbers |
down to the AL for that HYA. However, the number of horses to be removed

under this removal plan is  approximately 100 head of excess horsss.
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The contractor’'s ability to perform will be determined by accessing the
adequacy of the contractor’s eguipment such as traps., trucks, trailers, water
troughs, helicopter, handling facilities, etc. prior to issuing the Notice to
Proceed to Contractor.

Bidders Touwr will be scheduled and conducted by the H.M to make the contractors
more aware of type of terrain, condition of animals. condition of roads, trap
locations in relation to animal distribution, where fences are located as well
as other dangerous barriers.

The contract will be terminated for convenience of the Government when Contract
disputes cannot be resolved. In the event the contractor deoes not perform
properly the contractor will be defaulted.

Veterinary services are availlable in Caliente, Nevada. The Bureau of Land
Management’ s authorized representative or his decsignee will summon a
veterinarian if, in his judgement, veterinary services are required to
alleviate suffering of one or more horses, to ensuwre their well being., or to
diagnose and/or treat dissase, sickness or injury.

The services of the state brand inspector will be cobtained and all inspections
will comply with the procedurss set forth in Instruction Memorandom MW-BE—41é&,
which outlines the procedure for processing private horses caphuwred during
removal opsrations.

s specified in the Delamar and Miller Flat HWF horzes of the dun color, if
possible, would not be removed duwring a removal process.  Also no pinto horses
will be removed from gather areas nor will any of the collared horses be
removed. Wild Horses of the colors specified will be released back on to the
area from which they were captured with a follow up check to evaluate the
effect of the release on the animals within the first 72 howrs following
release.

This plan will remain in effect wntil all animals identified in this resoval
plan are removed and placed in adoption centers. (Anticipated to take place
during Aogust and September 1988).

REMOVAL. METHODS

All capture attempts shall be accomplisbed Through the use of a helicopter.
Wing riders may be used if necessary. Foping will not be allowed except to
capture orphan foals and wet mares, and this will b= done only when necessary,
with pricr approval by the COR. Under no circumstances shall animals be tied
down for more than one bour. Mare and foal are to be captuwre together, if both
cannot be captuwred then one or the other will be released to allow them to be
reunited at no cost to the government.

The helicopter shall be used in such a manner that bands or herds will remain
together as much as possible and foals will not become separated from thedir
mothers.

The rate of movement and distance the animals travel shall not excesd
limitations set by the COR who will consider terrain, physical barriers,
weather, condition of the animals and other factors.
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It is estimated that 15 trap lecations will be required to accomplish the work.
General trap locations and holding facilities will be selected by the COR,
specific trap sites (with in the general trap location area) will be selected
by the contractor. All trap locations and holding facilities must be approved
by the COOR prior to construction. The contractor may also be required to
change or move trap locations as determined by the COR. All traps and holding
facilities not located on public land must have prior written approval of the
landowrer .

All traps, wings, and olding facilities shall be constructed, maintained and
operated to handie the animals in a safe and humane manner. Traps and holding
facilities shall be constructed of portable panels, the top of which shall not
be less than 72 inches high, and the bottom rail of which shall not be more
than 12 inches from arocund level. All traps and holding facilities shall be
oval or round in design. All loading chute sides shall be fully coversd with
plywood or like material. The loading chute shall alsco be & minimun of & feet
high. ALl runways €hall be a mindmum of 20 feet long and a minimum of & feet
high and shall be covered with plywood or like material & minimum of 1 foot to
O feet above ground level. Wings shall not be constiructed out of barbed wire
or other materials injurious to animals and must be approved by the COR. All
crowding pens including the gates leading to the runways shall be coversd with
a materizal which prevents the animals from seeing out (plywood, burlap, etc.)
and shall be covered a minimum of 1 foot to 5 feet above ground level.

No fence modification will be made withoot avthorization from the COR. The
contractor shall be responsible for restoration of any fence modification which
he has made.

Wren excessive dust conditicns ocour within o adjscent to the trap or holding
facility, the contractor shall be required to wet down the ground with water at
such location as directed by the COR.

It is the responsibility of the contractor to provide security to prevent loss,
injuwry or death of captured animals until delivery to final destination.

Tire COR will determine general roundup areas and nuwnber of animals within
general contract areas as animal concentrations and weather conditions dictate.
All traps shall be located =0 as to provide for the most humane captuwre of the
animals. The specific locations of traps need to be approved by the COR prior
to construction.

HELICOFTER. FILOT AND COMINICATIONS

The contractor must operate in compliance with Federal Aviation Regulations,

Fart 21. Pilots provided by the contractor shall comply with the Contractors
Federal Aviation Certificates, applicable regulations of the State of Nevada

and shall follow what are recognized as safe flying practices.

When refueling, the helicopter shall remain a distance of at least a 1,000 feet
ar more from animals, vehicles (other than fuel truck), and personnel not
involved in refusling.



The COR shall have the means to communicate with the pilot and be able to
direct the use of the gather helicopter at all times. The freguency(s) used
for this contract will be assigned by the OOR when the govermment furmished
"glip—-in" VHF/FM portable radio is used. When a WF/AM radio is uvsed., the
frequency will be 122.925 MHz.

Trhe contractor shall obtain the necessary FOC licenzes for the radio system.

The proper operation, service and maintenance of all contractor furnished
relicopters is the responsibility of the contractor. The EHM reserves the
right to remove from service pilots and helicopters which, in the opinion of
tre contracting officer or COR viclate contract rules, are unsafe or otherwise
unsatisfactory. In this event, the contractor will be notified in writing to
furnish replacement pilots or helicopters within 48 hours of notificaticn. ALl
such replacements must be approved in advance of operation by the contracting
officer or his/her representatives.

On site project inspectors who have clear lines of authority and responsibility
as well as the ability to communicate (on site govermment radics) on a moment’'s
notice with managemsnt, the OOR, and the Contracting Officer, will be appointed
to asswre that any contractual problems which may affect the animals or their
hnabitat can be resolved with minimal delav.

As scon as practical after entering the capture corral, each group of horses
will be inspected and a written log kept identifying condition of animals at
time of capture and specific location from which animals came from. Altermnate
pEns, within the holding facility shall be furnished by the contractor to
separate mares with small foals, sick and injuwred animals. and estray animals
from the other horses. Where reguired by the OOR, animals shall be sorted as
to age, number, size, temperament, sex, and conditicn when in the holding
facility so as to minimize, to the extent possible, injury due to fighting and
trampling.

Of primar-y importance while handling wild horeses is their welfare and humane
treatment. The OOR shall be responsible for determining the need and providing
for the treatment of sick or injured animalsz. The contractor shall restrain
sick or injured animals so that they may be provided treatment by the COR. The
OR shall also determine if an injured animal must be dectroyed and provide for
destruction of the animals.

Animals shall be transported to final destination from temporary holding
facilities within 24 howrs after capture unless prior approval is granted by
the COR for wusual circumstances. Animals shall not be held in traps and/or
temporary holding facilities on days when there is no work being conducted
except as specified by the COR.

Animals reld for 10 hows or more in the traps and/or holding facilities shall
be provided fresh clean water by the contractor, in an amount of a minimum of
10 gallons per animal per day. MAdmals held for 10 bhowrs or more in the braps
or holding facilities shall be provided good quality hay at the rate of not
less than two pounds of hay per 100 poonds of estimsted body weight per day.
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Eranded animals, those suspected of being branded, or unbranded animals
known to be private, will be separated out and handled as outlined in IM
85-4146, which is in accordance with applicable federal and state laws.

DESTRUCTION OF ANIMALS

Wild horses which are seriously injured, obviously sick or lame, or very old,
whosze condition is such that it is cbvicus they will not recover will be
Fumanely destroved at the site by the Burean of Land Management s Futhorized
Officer only, or by a veterinarian if authorized by the Bureau’s
representative. HM' s Authorized Officers have been trained by a

licensed veterinarian in the state for humane euthanasia of wild horses. No
other individual will be allowed to destroy eny captwed horze unless the
representative has specifically stated (and made reference to in writing) that
he will be away from the job site for an extended pericod of time. During this
time, the representative will appoint a qualified individual to take over his
responsibilities.  The Contractor shall dispose of carcasses as directed by the
COR.

DISFOSA. OF ANIMALS WHICH ARE DESTROYED DURING THE REMOVAL OFERATION

Carcasses will be disposed of by hurial. consumed by fire or left to the
environment as ocutlined by Instruction Memorandun NV-85-84. This will satisfy
State and County sanitary requirements.

Frior to disposal, data which includes the date of death, apparent reason for
death, sex, color, age, and freeze mark nunber (1T assigned), will be
collected.

TRANSFORT OF CAFTLRED ANIMALS

All motorized equipment emploved in the transportation of captuwred animals
shall adbere to the provisions of 42 (FR FPart 4700 and be subject to the
following reservations and/or restrictions:

All motorized equipment employed in the transportation of captured animals
shall be in compliance with appropriate State and Federal laws and regulations
applicable to the hunane transportation of animals.

Vehicles shall be in good repair, of adeguate rated capacity, and operated so
as to inswe that captured animals are transported withbout undue risk or
injury.

Only stocktrailers shall be allowed for transporting animals from traps to
temporary holding facilities. Only Bobtail trucks, stocktrailers, or single
deck trucks shall be used to baul animals from temporary holding fecilities to
final destination. Sides or stockracks of transporting vehicles shall be a
minimum height of & fest & inches from vehicle fleoor and have no openings from
the floor to fou fest above the floor wider than 2 and 1/2 inches. Single
deck trucks with trailers 40 feet or longer shall have two partition gates to
separate animals. Trailers less than 40 feet shall have at least one partition
gate to separate the animals. The use of double deck trailers is unacceptable
and shall not be allowed, unless converted to a single deck.
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All vehicles used to transport animals to final destination shall be equipped
with doors at the rear end of the vehicle. At least one of these rear doors
shall be capable of sliding either horizontally or vertically.

Floore of vehicles and loading chute shall be covered and maintained with a
non—skid surface such as sand, mineral soil or wood shavings (no fecal material
allowed), to prevent the animalzs from slippinag.

Tie nunber of animals to be losded and transported in any vehicle shall be as
- directed by the COR and may include limitations on numbers according to sqe,
sizre, sev, temperament and animal condition.

The COR shall consider the condition of the animals, weather conditions, type
of vehicles, distance to be transported. or other factors when planning for the
movement of captuwred animals. The COR shall provide for any brand and/or
inspection services required for the captured animals.

If the COR determines that dust conditions are such that the animals cowld be
endangered during transportation, the contractor will be instructed to adjust
speed. The maximum distance over which animals may have to be transported on
dirt rozd is approdimately 35 miles per load.

FUELIC REIATIONS

In general, all publicity. formal public contact, and ingquiries will be
handled through the Fublic Affairs Officer, Las Vegas District BLM Office.

COCRDINATION

The Caliente Resource Area will coordinate with the adoption preparaticon
facility to assuwre that there is space available in the corrals for the
captured horses and that they can be handled humansly and efficiently.

RECOMVENDED FOR AFFROVAL :

Coindii B Lo 5723 AP

frea Manager, HM, Calients R. A. Calisnte, N Date
CONCURRENCE =
7 ~ #, - :
Y (Bl b~ 20 &
District Manager, BEM, Las Vegas District Office Date
AFFROVED EY:
Associate oy oo ;u*ec CF o é:j“’] Nevada catm Office " Date
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INDEX TO MAFS

1 State Map of MNevada

Sa Rescurce Ares FMap

;4 Outside H¥ boundaries (horse free livestock arazing allotments)
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Delamar HYA, Boulder Springs # Delamar Grazing Allotments
Highland Feak HA, Ficche & Highland Feak Grazing Allotments
Croszroads Grazing Allotment

Barclay Grazing Allotment

Simpson Grazing Allotment
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Miller Flat HY
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VII. DISCLESION OF NON-CONCLERENCE

NMon-Concuwrrences was received from fnimal Frotection Instituie of Smerics,
they stated that they coald not support the proposed action without more
o

tailed information. & copy of the wild borse porticn of the Land Use

Coowrdinated Rezowce Management amd Flanning Commitiss

TorwWEeo

exd to them.

toak and poor m

whatevsr Tor

moE Area

Ltz

Fering plan'. The

i Land Use

VIII.RECOMIMENDSTION

Th2 implemsntation of the Caliente Resocurce Area Bathering Flan is
recommended Tor approval with the mitigaticn and the concwrrsnces by the
above specialists.
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