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“They had to tie his leg off,
get a vein pumped up and put in
an intravenous,” Barcomb said.

Danny’s fight for survival was
only begining.

Intravenous solution kept
Danny alive for the trip, but
shortly after arriving at the com-
mission’s facilities in Washoe
Valley, Danny was striken with
pneumonia.

But three weeks later, little
Danny is on the road back to
health, but more foals continue
to arrive each day needing medi-
cal care.

Two foals at the facility can
barely walk. They have literally
worn their hooves off during
their painful 15-mile treks from
water to food on the Nellis
range.

Other horses are mauled by
coyotes when they became too
weak to stand.

“They must have been down,
and they were chewed alive,”
Barcomb said.

Despite the destruction that
has ravaged these foals, only
four out the 194 transported
here have died.

Baracomb said the numbers
would have been far more tragic
if her group, along with federal
officials, had not taken action.

“All the babies would have
been dead if we had not done a
gather,” Baracomb said.

Foals are not the only victims
of the drought.

According to Fred Wyatt, the
assistant district manager of the
. BLM’s Palomino Valley Wild
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Horse and Burro Placement
Center, mares are also being
ravaged by the drought.

“The mares will stay with the
colts until they don’t make it,”
Wyatt said.

Wyatt predicts that a total of
approximately 2,000 horses will
be shipped off of the Nellis range
into holding corrals and adop-
tion centers.

Some 1,408 have already been
shipped.

After the first 2,000 are trans-
ported off the range, BLM offi-
cials will conduct an evaluation
to determine how many wild
horses the drought-ravaged
range can continue to support.

Nevada has more than 80 per-
cent of the nation’s 50,000 esti-
mated wild horses, but federal

officials have been unable to con-
trol the 20 percent annual
growth in their population.

“Now, there are more horses
on the range than it can sup-
port,” Wyatt said.

“There’s not enough forage
and natural water to accomo-
date them.”

Wyatt said the assistance of
the wild horse commission with
the foals has allowed the Palom-
ino Valley facility the time to
medicate the older horses.

“They saved our bacon help-
ing out,” Wyatt said of the com-
mission’s efforts.

Saving the foals requires
hours of work.

Barcomb and other volunteers
spend hours feeding and treat-
ing the foals.

Some are so young, they must

be bottle-fed and all need a spe-

cial baby formula.
Barcomb estimates that thou-
sands of dollars have already

been spent on mare’s milk to this-

date. ;

For Barcomb, all the time and
effort is worth it.

Volunteers at the commis-
sion’s facility feel the same way.

“If I could take them all home
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VOLUNTEER GINNY ORCUT feeds a baby foal at a facility in
Washoe Valley operated by the Commission for the Preserva-
tion of Wild Horses. The foals have been abandoned by their
wild mothers due to harsh drought conditions on the range.

I would,” Ginny Orcutt, a volun-
teer, said.

When the horses have re-
turned to health, they are put up
fpr adoption.

Each Sunday, the commission
sponsors adoptions for the foals.

Adoptions for adult horses are
conducted through the Palomino
Valley facility.




