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MEMORANDUM 

TO : 

FROM: 

Area Manager 

WH&B Specialist 

Caliente Resourctl Area Office 
P.O. Box 237 

Caliente, Nevada 89008 

Nevada W J Horse Ran'1e (NWHRI ' Concerns 

,.,, .~to r ,tudrion on the NWHR has been a nat , '{ known concern for many years. Ounng the 
,,a,, nc the Caliente R.esource Area and La• ''eu.i~ District staffs replaced and repaired three water 
P•i u e NWHR. The majo11ty vur,rk was compteted on the Rose Spri l,ne 
b" '" ' u,e and Lower Troughs Thb .~o,,- ,rwolved replacing 3 1 /2 miles of pipe . Work was 
~.· on ,3 spring sources for the I ,mnel Spring and Cedar Wells Pipelines. At the compl~t1on 
ut tl'le p .,jec th is past June, there was water available at all water troughs to some de"re e (pr(;s nt 
capaciw of t11e springs). 

On 08 / 1 7 /94, I spoke with Joe Altavilla, Range Liaison for Nellb e, about the water situat ion and 
he had soms important information . Over the past several week~. e .Jater availability at the water 
~ouru,s has decreased to a point that the horses are consuming the wlf.er as fast as it comes ou , , 
pii:ieline:; into the troughs . The high te, atures that southern NevfcJa has been receivi ng since la 
spm'I ·• has put an additional hardship on the horses and available water supply. At Silver Bow Ranch 
trovgh (Breen Creek pipelineL there ar dpproximately 250-400 horses watering at the trough and 100 
or more horses watering at the source. These horses are quickl;V consuming any available wate r. 

The serious news was that the newly replaced Rose J.>eline was basically dl'y. An estimat d 
quatt and half of water was coming through the line. ed that there were no visible breaks rn 
the line so he was unsure of the cause of the shortage ot tor. 

I 
On Ocs, • 8i94, I traveled NWHR to obHrve the wat r problem first-hand. Joe and I visited the 
8·,.en Creek area first. Ther ,e re approximately 45 ho(ses at the Sliver Bow Ranch trough wate ri 
our of the; overflow pond. It was at that time that Joij ; told me that water was being hauled to the 
hcrses again ·t USAF decisions. Two foal carcasses '1ere observed at the trough site. 

We tt,en trave led to the Breen Creek source and f/und approximately 75-100 horses in this atea. 
l h~se. were the first hor~es that I have personal).y observed watering here in over' a year. These 
anlm<i s are beginning to show signs reduced conaition due to the water shortage . There were three 
or four i;mall seeps that the hors were wateri?g from. 

Tunnel Spring and Corral Sprin was ur next stop. Tunnel Spring was flowing a sm II mount of 
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w ter (approx. 1 pint per 
number of hor~es and ant 
lo ,er trough was full . Thi 
htnd to be a last rssort for 

The Rose Spring pipeline . p of the trip . We statted .a th~ wher we 
st&1rted with the replaceme n hne last June . ~pprox1cnatel'5 one qu rt to a quan d half 
of water was coming into the trough each minu e. he (~alve was opened to the lower troughs 
(3 1 /2 miles aw ay) no water entered h8 m die rough . T~is flow is drastic change from the 2 1 /2 
gallons a minute recorv d m late June -at the comp letion of the pipeline replacement, Joe and I 
traveled t pi line route towards the spring source and found no broken pipe along the way . The 
ground around the spring source (locate,d in a mine shaft) was moist so water is still available . lhe 
only explanation I can come up with for the reductiol'I of flow is that the collection box has been 
d rr yHd by the tunnel (mine shaft ) cavl o in on it. The pipeline from the source to the middle trough 
m 'i ha,ve some blockage but water held flowing through the pipeline at the air vent along the 
~ ule 

As it tias been stated above, there is a developing water concern within the NWHR. The situation has 
to be address ed ,n order to not have th rlie r water ex Jeriences of the late 1980' s and early 1990' s 
happening again. We are at a poin t rse management where w e are making strides toward 
achieving the AML and having a he v hors e herd and habitat for them. The following are my 
recommen 41tions for this situati n. ao 

ECOMMENDATIONS: 
I 

Coordi nate with CRA a ·L VDO Operation s staff for maintenance of the Rose Spring Pipelin 
betwept1 the spring source and the mid Jle trough. Procure the needed funding through the 
Neva · State Office (NSO) and/or National Program Office . 

T 
i".. Coordinate w ith NSO on ga her schedule . See if it is possible to move the scheduled January 

CC , 

gather to an earlier date. Limiting factors is finding scheduling date that works with USAF 
training m ions and I am scheduled to be in Washington. D.C. with a Range Reform detail 
from 9/12 to 1 0/08. 

NV~960 
NV-053 
Nev. Commissio n for the Preservation of Wild Horses 
Wild Horse Org sistance (WHOA) 
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