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From Irene Knight Armitage (Mrs. Robert F.) Lake Placid Club,
P.0.Box 681, &ssex Lounty, New York

To:- Mrs, Maud Mackenzie Box 693, Carmel, California,-May 28, 1947,

lst, 2nd, last namej Maud ? (maiden? )
3 3

R e T T SR N ——— N — | A 31 —————— ——— o — e ——— 1 v~ st

Mull birthdate; Place s

Puls marrviage-dages s e SR PG Plaee e 0 ; -

his- 1lst, 2nd, last name AR DRI R g oMU A i O (A 51N “rf_c_’ 1?33231._ e
his=Full birthdute; SO AP DM L, € 05 O TN A B

his=TFull deathdate:s ST S Wl Mo poviab R RS 010 SORAIAROA .« s .- e

his=-Fatherts full name: RGPS Y ST TSI Ny 0 o SSRGSl S I KD e e e

higs=Motherts full name: (maiden )

T < T T " €V . S T B T DUTCI USRS pa— - - v ——nr > —

Full names of ycur children, with dates, placcs, marriages, issue, rosidences, ctce

your= Father's full nanme:
TN SORIGEROT SRS SO G 0 T e S e G e Sl e e o ameed ey

Full marriage datos Plaecoy

A i T 5 1 £V S 9 Tk NP A T N - s o TN e A e W . W' S —

his= Mull birthdatc: Placcs
A TR el ol SR e R e R Gt T SR S o ra
his- Full deathdatos Flacus

T AT ) S R s 48 S S v B O . T . LMo S . R .+ B - B S .

he r- Full birthdatec: Placous

e T T P P skt T T T S ———p—

her- Full dcathdatc: Place:
Fathcerts full namec:

1 namcs (maiden)
need ahove parenig of person who was not a SHnight- see over for this Knight
ather's iacnce & occupatliong — ' D

@ e oy e P~ = e e -

Brothers and Sisters, full namcs, datcs and places, rosidences, ctece
Morc¢ spacc ovcris




her full maiden name ¢
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her full birth date ? place
her full death date < place

e bl e et i el . bl vl ——— e it e =R L A Ey Ty R,

her parent's names 29

Grandfathcr's nameg David Fortner Knight,
Granémother's name: Susanna 9 Hayworth,
Full marriage datc: Places

his=- Full birthdatc: PlﬂCC}:

he r- Full birthdatc: Place:

he r- Full deathdatc: Place:

S T8 4

-

His parcut's Hancs: James Knight and Martha(Seals ) (Smallevy)

Her parcnt's liamcs:

His rosidonce & occupation: Doctor, at-

Rocord of your Inight Uncles and Aunts, also namcs and addross that I may inquires

note - 1850 Yensus for Williamson County, Texas (no town given)

David F. Knight, age 41, born Ohio, Pnysician, $2100.00
Susanna Knight, age 36, born Ohilo,
Ben jamin Enight, age 10, born I11,
Maria L. Knight, age 8, born I11.
George H. Knight, age 6 born. 111,
John S, Knight, age 2, born Il11,

Will you please give all possible full records on the above 9 also about any
other chlldren they may have had., Names and address of grandchildren of David F.

Note- David F. Knigh

: died 9-29-1887, Probate file 451, Williamson Co., Texas,
but 4+ do not have afg c \ A

the DPOthS.

Do ¥ou know the parents and ancestry for above Janes Knight, your great-grand-
father %




,—1‘ 3 2 - e s -~ - "
-4 Can you u@l] me anthing about this John and family - he was brother of
your David Fortner Knight,

John's children would be 1st cousins to vour Enight parent

T s 1
the census ¢ vife as }aﬂnaw 1t gravestone of their son E1i Knight

gives parents ag Jdohn & }ewpn

1850 Lenswu b T ngon County, Te xs - no town given,
John Knight, ge 46, born Oh ‘armer,$2400,00 (born about
Hannah EKnight, 1ge 44, born Ohio, (born about
born Ind (born
Knight, ge 17, 1 (born
Martha Knight, g 5 born 1] (born
E1i Knight, ge & rn . (born

£y

0la Cemetery at George town

Knlght, born April

E11 Knight, born April 18 34.2 Dat. B, 1862
son of John a:

Do 3 know the name and address

. T : Ty 3 + W
all 1L have on John and famil




-2869-

DESCENDANTS OF WILLIAM SPARKS (1761-1848), continued:

probably about 1818. She died on February 22, 1881, in Bell County, Texas,
and was buried in the Belton Cemetery. She and James had five children.

1. Elizabeth McAnulty, daughter of James and Sarah (Sparks) McAnulty,
was born on September 30, 1820, in Mississippi. She married John
Yancy on June 12, 1837, in Nacogdoches County, Texas. She died
in 1898 in Bell County.

. James McAnulty, Jr.

. Matilda McAnulty.

2
3. Mary McAnulty.

4

5. Richard McAnulty.

C. John Sparks, son of William and Mary (Fielder) Sparks, was born about
1804 in Georgia. He was a small lad when his parents moved to Mississippi.
It was there, in Lawrence County, that he was married to Joanna Parkman
on December 22, 1825, by Abel Stringer, a justice of the peace. Joanna
was probably a daughter of Joseph and Susannah Parkman. She apparently
died sometime before 1850. John died sometime after 1854. They had two
children.

1. James Sparks, son of John and Joanna (Parkman) Sparks, was born
about 1827 in Mississippi. On September 20, 1849, he was married to
Lucinda J. Reed in Rusk County, Texas. She had been born about
‘ 1828 in Alabama. James died sometime prior to 1885 and was buried on
Medio Creek in Bee County, Texas. Lucinda died on July 9, 1907, in
Live Oak County. They were the parents of four children.

a. Thomas Bennett Sparks, son of James and Lucinda (Reed) Sparks,
was probably born about 1851. He married Lucy Pottridge probably
about 1875, and they had ten children. Thomas died on January 25,
1902, and Lucy died on January 27, 1913. They were buried in Live
Oak County, Texas.

(1) Carrie May Sparks married G. S. Wilson and they lived in Visalia,
California.

(2) Albert Sparks lived at Three Rivers, Texas.

(3) Clinton L. Sparks lived at Callihan, Texas.

(4) Alta Sparks was born on July 8, 1888. She married R. L. Laster
on Christmas Day, 191l. They lived at Westoff, Texas.

(5) Stanley Sparks was born on January 14, 1890. He married Vivian
Jones and they lived at Callihan, Texas.

(6) Mittie Sparks was born on March 20, 1892. She married (Ist)
G. S. Draper on Christmas Day, 1910, and (2nd) R. L. Reed
on November 28, 1928.

(7) Russell Sparks was born on March 1lI, 1894. On April 21, 1923,
he was married to Ethel Cox in Lone Oak County.

(8) Herman Sparks was born on May 1, 1896. He was married to
Genevieve Abernathy on February 14, 1921.

(9) Annie Ola Sparks was married to Winton White on January 19,
1920, in Live Oak County.

‘ (10) John Lloyd Sparks was married to Lillian Jones on December I,

1922, in Live Oak County.

X &bﬁ\; Ayt BTN Vi sy Gl
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DESCENDANTS OF WILLIAM SPARKS (1761-1848), continued: .

b. Mary Alice Sparks, daughter of James and Lucinda (Reed) Sparks, was
probably born about 1855. In 1882, she married Curtis Herring, and
they had five children. She died about 1928.

. John Bailey Sparks, son of James and Lucinda (Reed) Sparks, was
born on March 25, 1858. He married Sarah Eliza Claunch on November
19, 1882, in Live Oak County. They moved to Douglas County, Oregon,
about 1909. Sarah died at Oakland, Oregon, on March 13, 1935, and
John died there on January 10, 1938. They were the parents of four-
teen children.

(1) Isabelle Sparks was born on September 10, 1883. She married Tom
Shone on Christmas Eve, 1902, in McMullen County, Texas.

(2) Grover Cleveland Sparks was born on November 10, 1884. He mar-
ried Maud Goodman on November 14, 1912, in Douglas County,
Oregon.

(3) Etta Sparks was born on March 13, 1886. She married Thomas
Wallace on June 27, 1906, in Live Oak County, Texas.

(4) Rosie Sparks was born on September 22, 1877. She died on Febru-
ary 22, 1890.

(5) Bettie Sparks was born on January 19, 1889. She married Seth
Clarke on April 23, 1911, in Douglas County, Oregon. She died
on December 24, 1916.

(6) Eliza Myrtle Sparks was born on October 28, 1890. She married
A. S. Murphy on December 27, 1926.

(7) James Jefferson Sparks was born on January 6, 1894. He died on
August 19, 1899.

(8) Thomas Bailey Sparks was born on August 24, 1896. He married
Peggy Yost on June 17, 1919, in Portland, Oregon.

(9) Vada Sparks was born on September 12, 1898. She married Lester
Crow.

(10) Viola Sparks was born on September 11, 1900. She never married.

(11) Frank L. Sparks was born on June 2, 1903. He married Lucile
Fortin on June 2, 1929, in Douglas County, Oregon.

(12) Leo Sparks was born on March 15, 1905. He married Ella Moore
on December 14, 1930, in Douglas County, Oregon.

(13) Mary Melonee Sparks was born on October 14, 1906. She died on
November 30, 1906.

(14) John Alton Sparks was born on June 27, 1908. He died on Febru-
ary 26, 1927, in Coos County, Oregon. He never married.

d. Susan Rebecca Sparks, daughter of James and Lucinda (Reed) Sparks,
was born on March 8, 1860. She married Lockhart H. Claunch on
October 31, 1882, in Live Oak County, Texas. He was born on July 23,
1860, at Pleasanton, Texas. Susan died in April 1918 at El Paso, Texas,
and was buried in the Evergreen Cemetery. She and Lockhart had six
children.

(1) Hannah Claunch was born on December 11, 1884. She married
William Tolbert on December 10, 1907. She died on April 19, 1934.

(2) James Jefferson Claunch was born on March 22, 1887. He married
Verda Neff.

(3) Jourdan Claunch was born on May 9, 1889.

(4) Burl Claunch was born on July 3, 1892. He died in the spring of
1899/1900.

(5) Floyd E. Claunch was born on November 13, 1896. He married
(Ist) Erva Adams and (2nd) Mary Herring.

(6) Charles Hart Claunch was born on March 8, 1900.
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August 25, 1986

Dear Helen,

Kermit and I had a delightful time visiting with you again,
seeing your pictures, hearing your organ and your interesting
anecdotes about the Sparks family. After we got back to the
motel, I wrote them down. I am enclo=ing a copy. Would you mind
checking it to see if I remembered the facts correctly? We feel
20 much better acquainted with the John Sparks family now.

After we got back to the motel, I began wondering about your
father-in-law Benton Ha‘kett Sparks. You mentioned that he did
not go to college. What was his profession? Then I was wondering
about Charles. Was he able to work or did his accident prevent
that?

When I got home, I dived into my collection of Sparks Family
Quarterlies to see what I could find out about our relationship
to Elaine. 1 didn*t Tind it there, but our mutual friend Helen
McKee tells me that they (including Elaine) are descended from
Jogeph Sparks, gon of William Sparks who came to this country in
1663. Our family is descended from Joseph’s older brother John.
So the relationship is there, though not a very close one. There
are men named Benton in that family - =seewmingly named after Wil-
liam H. Benton who was a senator in Mississippi. I would suspect
that John Sparks had a friend named Benton Ha#kett for whom your
father in law was named, but of course that is merely a supposi-

tion on my part.

Some time ago, Abbott asked me to summarize the background
Sparks information we have prior to John Sparks. I thought you
might be interested in knowing it,so0 I am enclosing a copy. Thie
gpring a book was published by the Williamson County Genealogical
Aggociation containing articles submitted by various wmembers. L}
noticed articles about Major Raobert McNutt and hies wife Mary
Jackson McNutt. They are Elnora Knight Sparks’ maternal
grandparents, gso I am enclosing copies of those articles too. He
apparently played gquite an important part in Texas history.

It was a treat seeing you again.Do keep in touch.

i

ordially,

{
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Information from Mre. Benton Knight Sparks, August, 1986

Benton Haskett Sparks’s wife, Miriam Eads, died in the flu
epidemic of 1918. After her death, neither he nor his mother, I
nora Knight Sparks felt they could cope with his three sons,
John, Benton and Alfred, and their aunt, Maude Sparks McKenzie,
stepped in to take care of them. Maude Sparks McKenzie was a very
interesting ,person vwhose life would probably make a good book.
Her husbandq%”m§§’A McKenzie was an attorney, son of a minister.
Maude had spent a great deal of +time in Europe because her
father, John Sparks, considered the ranch frontier no place for a
yvoung lady. She was an artist, both a painter and a sculptor. The
McKenzies had a mansion which she had designed near the ocean at
Pebble Beach, California. #56:&4,McKenzie diedt during the
depression, and she was not able to keep the home although she
did keep s=ome of the property around it. She moved to another
home they owned in Carmel - an adobe which was the oldest house
in Carmel. In her later years she wvas something of a recluse and,
as her mind deteriorated became very peculiar. She kept many cats
and, at one time, had a possum in a cage. Her nephew Benton and
her niece Nancy (Leland’s daughter) looked after her when she be-
came unable to manage her affairs. At one point she felt she
needed some money and sold one of her valuable ocean front lots
in Pebble Beach to an unscrupulous real estate agent for s12, 000.
Benton was able to have the man barred from further real estate
deals, but nothing could be done to regain the lot. One time when
Benton and Helen went to see her,she was having a wonderful time
with a magnifying glass watching the termites working on her
house. When she died many treasures were mixed in with much junk.

= =u¥ ]

Among them were some valuable paintings and seventeen barrels of
valuable china,%WKMK/ﬁk&sJwiwALaﬂMkug%~ﬁ%n9@u¢-

She was quite interested in her three “charges, John, Benton
and Alfred. Benton was about twelve years old when his mother
died, John a little older and Alfred seven years younger. She {
sent them all to a military boarding school. When John graduated, ¥
she sent him to Oxford, but he was not Oxford material and did Q
not do well there. Because Benton was not an artist, she did not
wvant to send him to Europe to school, and he went to Stanford ~
where he met his future wife, Helen Honnold. Helen'’s father was a f
very gtrict a Methodist. When Ben requested his permission tog
marry Helen, he inquired about Ben’s relationship to a certaind
John Sparks;who was reputed to take a keg of beer on all of his
hunting partie=. Ben told him that John Sparks could not possibly
have been his grandfatheiﬁg because his grandfather drank nothing

(-

but whiskey. ol

As a young man, ﬂ%énton wanted to work on a ship that went
through the Panama Canal. Auntie Maude wvas not at all in favor of
thie expedition, but Uncle Jim (her husband) persuaded her that
it would be a good experience for him. So she bought him a
sailor suit and sent him a steamer basket from one of San
Francisco’s exclusive stores when he embarked. 0f course all of
this greatly embarrassed the young man who was trying to prove
himself with the rough tough seawmen. The sailor suit was never
worn, and the steamer basket was pushed as far as possible under
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THE HUVBOLDT

HIGHROAD OF THE WEST

Through the early sixties cattlemen herded stock along
the bottoms of the Walker, the Carson, the Truckee, and the
northern creeks. Nevada's cattle era, however, began with
the Humboldt's csttle eras--with the appearance of the long-
horns which in 1866 began the famous trail drives north from
Texas.

The longhorns came first to the ranges of lMontana and
Wyoming, but quickly the dust of thelr passing eddied west-
ward. The Yormons remained indifferent to them, and the
Mormon range history is barren of their wild glamour, but
the longhorns were welcomed in the Humboldt Valley. John
Sparks, a lMississippi-borm Texan who later became govermor
of Nevada, has been credited with driving in a herd in 1868.
The longhorn was a good rustler and could take care of itself;
it fattened well on the Nevada ranges, and brought s good
price in California slaughterhouses. Ranches spread in the
country which until then had belonged to the Indian.,

These cattlemen were hard-handed, straight-thinking
fighters, far more independent and belligerent than the
miners,

The cattlemen had this ease of manner, this grace of
informality. Railroad money could buy an efficient opposi-
tion in a state more corrupt than any in the Union, and nin-
ing was too chaotic in its ups and downs, its frengies and
its collapses, to present a stable front. But the range barons
won fr%en&s; and they stayed with the land and drew strength
from it.




I den't quite knew hew the idea of this precram eriginated, fer fer that matter any pregram
that weuld invelve me...prebzbly in kabel Delstrom's car enreute te a2 PEQ meeting when
semething was said absut Nevada snd I anfortunately entered the cenversatisn, The next
thing I knew Bernice asked me last spring if T weuld tell a little abeut early Yevada

and the part my husband's grandfather plaved in it at ene of the meetings "next vesar", In
a weak mement and because "next yvear" seemed a leng time away, I agreed. But I certainly
wen't talk at leneth and enly try te summarize seme of the highlights of that perisd #n
Nevada histery in which John Sparks, later te beceme Neveda's geverner, lived,

Quite a2 bit has been written abeut him - prebably because he helped build the cattle
industry in Nevada =2nd because he was a colerful and semewhat centreversial figure during
his time. There have been chapers in beeks a2beut him, verisus articles in magazines and
newspapers - nething in chrenelegical erder, se I'll have te make de with the few clippings
and decuments my hasband happened te have.

He was bern in a wagen train in ¥ississippi enreute frem Maryland te Texas in 1843, Uhile
he was a small bey, his family meved te Lampasas, Texas, a gead place for 2 bey te become
interested in cattle. When he was enly 14 yvears eof age, he decided te raise cattle eon his
own and even at that early age he had ensugh savy te be successful, In his verv early yeuth
he conducted three cattle drives frem Texas te Canada, usually taking 2beut three menths each
way., He had many adventures and hardships en these drives - en his return te Texas frem ene
of his cattle drives, his greup had beceme scattered and he and 2 cempanien enceuntered a
severe winter sterm in Nebraska. The twe of them spent seme time in a sed hut they had te
centruct. On another sccasien after they had made camp at night, there was a barrage af arres
and they discevered they were in Indiam-teérritery. They quickly meved em and disaster was
averted. When enly 19 he jeined the Frontier Regiment, which was erganized by the governer
of Texas te fight Indian depredatiens - he feught feur years with the Texas rangers until
1865 - =nd up te the end eof the Civil War., During this time he became an excellent marksman
and it is daid if anyene tossed a silver dellar in the 2ir, he ceuld hit it, One little
incident is written absut him - at the end of the Civil War, a greup of young cenfederate
seldiers were celebrating the return of seme of their friends frem the wer, While the party
was in full swing, a group ef nerthern seldiers came upen them, Fighting ensued and at
the cenclusien a yesung John Sparks was the chief target fer punishment. He was chained teo 3

tree for 30 days and severely beaten,

But t® 26 en - during the cattle drives he made he realize that there were even wider spaces
in the big uncenquered west, especially inte Nebraska and Wyeming and in 1868 he and a

partner by the name ef Jehn Timnnin struck out for Wyeming and began te build 2 cattle demain
there., When he arrived in Wyeming he breught with him five yeung negre lads, whe had been
freed frem slavery. These beys were in their teens - this wasn't leng after the civil war
and of course these beys were sens of former slaves. One of the five several vears later

- his name was Henry Harris -~ became the fereman ef ene of his largest ranches in Nevada -
the San Jacinte - which extended te the Idahe line. He died at the age of 82 and at the
time of his death — many articles were wriiten s2beut him. T wish T eould bhove found ene of
them. Another of the five hecame the family butler in later years, staving with the fanily
antil his death. A third stayved em anether ef the ranches and twe went te San Francisce te
establish to» establish ene of the first red-cavp stztiens. During his residency in Wyeming
he still retained his cattle interests in Texas., In 1875 while he was living in Cheyenne,
am outbresk of the Chevenne and Sisus Indians eccured. At that time Governer Thayer, the
territerial gevernor, gave him a captain's cemmissien, with guns, ammunitien etc te rretect
the settlers.

Meanwhile the news of Nevada's nutritieus native grasses and seeminegly endless ranges

reached his ears and realizing the eppertunity, he and kr, Tinnin purchased ranges and o 00r, Farask
ranches in Elke ceuny in the early 1880's snd were eying the holdine »f their c&vnetitﬂ?f '

whe ranged the area frem the headwaters of the Columbia te these of Humbeldt and the Salt

Lake basin.
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T In 1883 they persuaded him te sell at the reund figure of £000,000, =nd with this transactien
they serganized a cempany valued at a2 millien dellars. Their range then extended frem the
Smake RiVer in Jdahe te Pilet Peak in eastern Flke Ceuntv and te the summit of the Salmen
River range, a territery ecual in size te the states of Cennecticut, Delaware, Rhede Island
and half eof New Yersey. Their cattle were running en Nebraksa, Wyeming, ldahe and Nevads
ranges and carried mere than a dezen irens er brands, Ope time when Teddy Ressevelt was in
the west, he came te see the cattle and asked Mr., Sparks te estimate the number of cattle
he ewned, and he merely replied, "We leave these matters te the assesser and he cemes areund
ence a year'" - It is an unwritten law that a2 cattleman never talks of the size of his herd,
In an article in Life Magazine in 1949 (April) there is a stery abeut Flke, Nevada and
te quete "seme of the ranches established in Flke Ceunty were enermous. Up in the nerthesst
end of the county were the heldings of John Sparks and Frank Timnan, beth fermer Texans,
whe dreve their herds of wild Texas lenghorns te lNevada shertly after the Civil War, Their
ste«rs ranged over three millien acres in all, In the winter ef 1885, the firm branded
38,000 calves, indicating a tetal helding of 150,000 cattle., Jehn Sparks was the deminant
member of the firm, a 6 feet 4 inch giant, who rede the range with his buckzrees and waged
unr=lenting war en the encreaching sheepherders, But the hard winter of 1889-90, in which
seme Nevada cattlemen lest as high as 90Z of their herds, reduced their heldings by perhaps
50,000 head. But they didn't win their spurs sittine en the fences and recovered te come
back strenger than ever. Jehn Tinnin later seld his half interest back te kr. Harrell
and the firm beceme Sparks-Harrell and twe of their brands, the Winecup and Sheesele became
fameus over the western states,

These statistics abeut the scepe and size of his cattle interests give a2 little b#ckereund
before relating an interesting stery abeut which much has been written, A leng standing
feud had existed fer years between the cattlemen and the sheepmen of Nevada and southern

Idahe and finally breught abeut ene of the mest celebrated criminal cases in the U,S. courts
- at least up te that peried, 1In this particular case the victims were sheepherders and

the accused a cew-puncher, te use the western phrase, Fer vears there had been disputes as
te the rights of the range. Such was the cenditien en the 17th eof rebruary 1896 when the
bedies of John C, Wilsen and Daniel Cummings were feound near Deep Creek. Uven the

instructions of the District Attsrney the case was investigated and in 1897 kred T, Gleasen
and Jack Davis were broucht te trial. Gleasen was acouitted but Diamend-field Jack Davis
as he was called was found guilty of murder and sentenced te be hanged, The case was tried
in Beise, as the crime was suppesed te have taken place over the Idahe line, The presecution
was cenducted by J.C. Regers and the assistant presecuting atterney, a yvoung man by the
name of W, E, Borah, Diamend-field Jack was an empleyee of Jehn Svarks, whe believed in his
innecence and befere the trial was ever the mest talented legal aid was invelved. John Spark
engaged Clarence Darrew and it was reported that he spent eover 540,000 of his own memey on
the defense. Three times during the five vears 2 death sentence was cemmuted, The last
time he appeared befeore the beard of pardens in 1899 and during this hesring, James . Bewer
and Jeff Gray appeared befere them and admitted te the crime fer which Dsvis was sentenced to
hang. This evidence gabe the third cemmutatisn but he had te await the trinl<%f :
a£§h$g§¥§uﬁgg%uthe%p&ggﬁ3}£33§#&9gg%ng§q}the stmtute‘@f }1mi§at1®ns had explyed. s
for releasing him and his sentence was commuted te life imprisenment. Jz2ck Davis wrete a
letter te the Capital News "I have every hope of petting justice fer mv innscence is seo
plain that 1 den't see hew pesple can fail te recognize it, but I may get worsted, And
if anyene thinks I am guilty that has the decisien in their hands then let them vote te hang
me, and if they thihk etherwise let them vete te acquit me and de me justice, I want ne
cemmute. I am net leeoking feor mercy, I am looking fer justice. If T cannet get it, I want n
ne compremise., After feur years mere (he served 9 vears in all) he was finally released -
perdaned but never acquitted. But many defects in the law were bresught te light during this
trial and were finally cerrected. It seems they had previsisns fer putting pedple in prisen
but ne previsien fer letting them eut. Mich has been written abeout the injustice of this
trial and the ceurts were severely critizidd because he was pardened but never legally
acquitted., A beok was written abeut the life of "Diamendfield Jack" and in later life he
called en Ben's grandmether, then living in San Francisce at the age of 95. OShe teld us
of the visit and called him a rattle brained braggard, ¥
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This ef course was entirely inaccurate and if the reperter had teken the time or effort te
delve inte the recerds, he ceuld have given the true stery of this fameus trial,

One little interesting sidelight - during the peried when perhaps his cattle empire was the
largest, Death Valley Scetty and his brother Warner were in his empley. Few of Heath Valleyls
asseciated had much respect fer him - thought he was an impester, an epinien which even his
brether shared., Warner was hirhly respected and well liked = FPerhaps many of you remember
the old mevie star, Ruth Relland. When she was very small, a younghter frem a peer and
ignerant backgreund, Warner teok an interest in her, realizing that she had unusunal talent.
He educated her and premeted her te stardem,

Perhaps because »f the hardships and his advancing a2ge, he seld 21l his range herds te

Mr. Harrell fer %500,000 in cash, plus 12,000 acres of land in the Texas cetten belt, and
came te reside en the Reno ranch, knewn as the Alame steck farm, This is new five miles
eut of town en Virginia Street, Many yvears later after his death, vrier te which he had
suffered great financial lesses due te low cattle prices and a severe depressien in the
cattle industry, the Alame was seld fer $18,000,00, Absut feur years age this prererty was
seld fer #445,000, a frightening example of what inflatien has dene in net tee many years.

Just ene mere bit about the part he playved in building the cattle industry in Nevada, After
he moved te the Alame and seld his extensive range herds, he decided te devote his time

te premeting purebread Herefsrds. Never te de things in a small way, he imperted steck
frem fngland and ene article said that his greatest memument was his early centributien

te the purebred influence amene Nevada'a cattle. His heme contained twe large cases of
trephies and medals wen by his shew herd in cempetitien threugheut the west, Hys breeding
steck was sbld througheut the United States and he exported te the Kukaian Plantatien
Cempany in 1901 the first Herferds te reach Hawaii,

& L W

In 1902 he was persuaded by friends te de inte pelitics and he alwe wanted te accemplish
seme of the things he believed in. That year he was elecged Governer en 2 fushien ticket
and was referred te 2s "henest John " and a Silver Demecrat. Never before had a Usverneor
been seo sgressive ih pushing what mieht be called Mevad's first "New Deall, Beth vparties
had spensored him and he was enly epvesed by the Cleveland Democrats, First he put ever an
8 heur day fer miners and he abelished the vicisus vractice of cempelling miners to trade
in a particular stere er buy supplies frem a specific eempany. Third, he put over Nevada's
firat Irrigatien Act. Feurth, he creded the of fice of State Engineer and fifth, 2and in a
sense the preatest of all, he establibhed the Nevada Railread Cemmissien, This regulated
railread rates. TIn 1907 a vielent strike breke out in the geld mines st Gelffield. This
was largely premeted by the IWWs - a radical element in the laber movement, Te maintain
erder, he appealed te President Reosevelt for treeps. He went with the militia, riding en
his herse, and erdered the IWWs te leave tewn or geo te werk, Agitatien for the recall of
the treeps led his calling a special sessien of the legislature in May of 1908, Here he
wen legislative suppert te request the Federal Government te retain the troeps in the gold-
fields te prevent blesedshed.

Shertly after, wern eut frem everwsrk and werry, he fell victim te pneumonia and died in
August ef that year. (1908). He is buried in Mt/ View Cemetery in Rens where a brenze bust

medeled by his daughter, stands atep 2 tall pillar te mmkrk his grave, He is alse
enshrined in Oklahema City Hall ef Fame of great westerners, and the tewn ef Spa
fer him.
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