LEE SYARKS

REPRESENTING

JESS LANNING MIssSION 3236
3030 MISSION STREET SAN FRANCISCO




October 1, 1940,

BY THPST PRTATHTS it is mutually understood and agreed by and
betweenv the Wasp-News Letter Publishing Co. of San Francisco and
Tels=md §. Srarks of 129 Central Ave, that the article by Leland J.
Sparke, titled ®A letter From Tonvy® will be published in the NWEWS
LFTT™R & Wasp without remuneration to Leland J., Sparks but he will

be given a bw=1line of hie own name,

LA CaanrX
Leland J, Srorks =
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sp=News\lLetier Publishing Co.







THIS AGREIMENT made and entered into this 26th day of August,
1940, by and between ADDISON N. CLARK, Agent, J. Le BERTHON and

ADDISON N. CLARK, Agent, will hereinafter be referred to as
Party of First Part, J. LeBERTHON,Publisher, and LEIAND J.SPARKS,
Author, will hereinafter be referred to as parties of tae Second
and Third part respectively.

Said LELAND J. SPARKS, Author, Party of the Third Part,
hereby agrees that he will submit all writings to said ADDISON N.
CLARK,Agent, and ADDISON N, CLARK will agree herein to submit
all writings of said IEIAND J., SPARKS, Author, to J. LeBERTHON
for publication, for the rext Sixty days from the above menti oned
date, namely August 26th, 1940.

IT IS HEREBY UIDERSTOOD AND AGREED BY all parties to
this Agreement that the financiel consideration to be paid to the
said LELAND J. SPARKS, Author, Party of Third Part shall and will
be in accordance with the usual Publishers rates. The said IEIAND J.
SPARKS, Author, Party of Third part hereby acknowlesgdes receipt
of 5 2 Dollars paid to him by the said
ADDISON N.CLARK,Agent,and J.LEBERTHON parties of th.e Second and Third
part respectively this 26th day of August 1940, as a binder for
the faithful performance of this Agreement by the said LEIAND J.
SPARKS ,Party of the Eirst Part.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the parties to the foregoing Agreement
have signed their nsmes this 26th day of August,1940.

WITNESS:

LELAND J. SPARKS,Author,
Party First Parte.

ADDISON N, CLARK, Party of
Second Part.

T. LeBLRTHON, Party of
Third Part,




JEAN C.WITTER
45 MONTGOMERY STREET
SAN FRANCGCISCO

November 12, 1940

arks,
Avenue,
o, Cslifornia.

PVII‘. L. Jo Sp
129 Centrsal
San Francisc

Dear Mr, Sperks:

I have given your poem, "A Letter from Tony,"
to Mr. Kelly, publicity director for the San Francisco
Community Chest, who ie most grateful for your contri-
bution. I do not know just how it is to be used, but
you may heer your own words coming back to you over
the radio or see them in the newspapers. May I per-
sonally add my thanks for your thoughtfulness and
generosity?

It was a pleasure to meet you and I hope that
you will drop in sgain when you are on Montgomery Street.

oincerely yours,
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1440 BROADWAY
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I SAW
him 'whistling in the rain', He was on his way to school and I
judged him to about nine or ten.
All the other children wore coats or carried umbrellas, Not as
much as a sweater did he have on and the rain was fast wetting
his little blue shirt with elbow sleeves. ‘ y 0 TR Ol G el
The thought of him sitting through the morning7ooncerned me, LX
but him--- not at alll
His "beanie" was pe;ched far on the back of his head,his chin
held high, and he was whistling as a kid never whistled before.
There was a spontaneous impulse to give him a hail, He acknowledged
it with a wave, the 1lips un-puckered,and he flashed me a smile }
Man,woman and child,WHAT a smile. WHAT a 1ift. WHAT a way to
start off one's day. A smile from a ten year old boy "whistlin

in the rainf

X E R R EEEREE
I WONDER
why I always feel as if I could walk right up and make friends

with 2 pverson who steps out of a crowd and takes 'a man with a

white cane' gently by the arm and helps him across the street?

**:'ﬂg;}s:;ﬁ::n

John Leland.




‘ The only prize I ever won was one of those "Name the meanest man I
Know" contests, conducted by a newspapeTe.

Mine was,"The meanest man I know is one who would cover up the
knot-hole through which a kid was watciing a big base ball game;bases
full, two strikes and two out,."

The judges awarded me third prize,and down at the bottom of the
letter was a note from the Editor that said"Personal experiences are
always better than fiction. Congratulations."

The more I thought about it,the mote 1t sounded like a dirty
remark, I'd of sent his o0ld prize back to him but it was a ndmety day

free subscription to his paper and my pitcher was gonna e in it., Gee

whilikens,

I KNOW
a man,past forty who has never learned to swim,

Nothing so very unusual about that perhaps,except in his case he

has always been something of en athlete,
It is an uwncontrolabie fear of water. He has never had a terrifying
expezi ence that would cause 1i,and his mother says there wae nothing

e ]

i

pre—unatal. H¢ canmmot overcome it. de mite it is foolish:in fact he

o

jokes about it. Says he even leaves the bath room door open when he

goes in to take a baths




1 Saw

& bird caught by one leg in some string that was wrapped around an electrie
light wire. It would struggle and flap its wings in an attempt to free itself,
then,exausted,drop ite wings and hang at the mercy of the wind. A crew of line-
men were working nearby and saw it. The wire led from one pole,across a deep
chasm to anogher,

The men got a long ladder from their truck and leaned it out against the
wire,but the wind was so strong it was hard to hold it in place. Finally a

level place was made on the ground on which to stand the ladder and one of

the crew climbed out across the casm and reached the bird. He broke the
string,unbuttoned his shirt and put the bird inside. Then he started to back
down over a sheer drop of some sixty feet.,

Midway he was seen to twist and turn his body,and the men below shouted
the warning that he was making it hard for them to keep the ladder in place,

Finally he reached the ground and the bird was removed from his shirt,
Several pair of big,calloused,useful-looking hands eagerly untangled the
string and with a joyous toss sent the bird into the air,

Chided by the rest of the crew and asked why he "wriggled and squirmed®
in so dangerous a posotiom, the man laughed and said,"I aint got on no under-
shirt,and the darn bird inside was tickling me',

Strange,sometimes,where and how the grip of human interest is found,
Here,a big "two-fisted" line-man who doesnt wear undershirts,actually risking
his 1ife to rescue a little bird,and laughing because the darn thing tickeled
him,

AR AR K e R OR kR
I Wonder

why it is, just after I have gotten off a boot-black stand,about the first

half block, I either stub my toe,step in a puddle,or some stray pooch comes

up and licks my shoes?




I Wonder

any I can eat sour piokels &t home and tn&, never bother me,but : 15 g | 100k at

them through a delicatessen window I start to drool,and the glands in my neck

o

hurt just as if I ﬁa#éuthe mumps?

ok
if the the paper will pPInt® this stuff? And if they do I'll wonder why.So'll
you.Probably they'll wonder themselves., Instead of being so full of wonder,
wouldnt it be a nice change if this could be wonderFUL. Oh,oh; another one
like that and about the only thing of mine they will want to print will be
my FINGER PRINTS. There I go again,but now I promise you I'm through. When
I see the Editor, (that is if he LETS me see him) he'll probably promise me the

same thing.
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COMMUNITY CHEST OF SAN FRANCISCO

President, W, P, FULLER, JR.

Viee-Presidents, MORTIMER FLEISHHACKER

THE MOST REV. JOHN J. MITTY

MRS. HENRY P. RUSSELL

Chairman of General Executive Committee, RANDELL LARSON

Treasurer, and Chairman Fin ‘ommittee, JAMES K. MOFFITT [ 7 '
reasurer, ang airman n1nrt‘;::"q:l‘zl.l:::t;‘;ir‘.r:on:J‘l}“)‘ el - ) ! GA. 8 6 0 0
45 SECOND STREET

December 31, 1940

Mr. Leland J. Sparks
129 Central Avenue
San Francisco

Dear Mr. Sparks:

Vie are pleased at last to be able to send you a copy

of "A Letter From Tony" as it appeared in two neigh-
borhood publications. November 19th it appeared in
both the "Sunset Star" and "West of Twin Peaks Advance."

Your poem is a novel presentation of the Chest cause,
which we are confident impressed its readers not only
with the need for sharing community responsibility, but
also with the personal satisfaction in doing so. Thank
you very much for permitting us to use this as part of

our campaign publicity.
Very sincerely yours,

~f”7::>

Patrick Kelley
Public Relations Director

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
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with me last week.
possible application to radi
column.

In the event of future developments,
I will be pleased to contact you.

Yours very truly

Frenk N Cope
Production Manager
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awn=shop on Third Street.She
aid her hs on his arm.

and sweet con

moment
'Come Mario",she continued,

two hour

w\ il o




	Sparks7_0423
	Sparks7_0424
	Sparks7_0425
	Sparks7_0426
	Sparks7_0427
	Sparks7_0428
	Sparks7_0429
	Sparks7_0430
	Sparks7_0431
	Sparks7_0432
	Sparks7_0433
	Sparks7_0434
	Sparks7_0435
	Sparks7_0436
	Sparks7_0437
	Sparks7_0438

