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»> B. Abbott Sparks _
,p‘\’ : »T) 1600 Pacific Ave. Ste. 2050

“ ;'n,u,"j Dallas, TX 75201-3558

Mr. Leland Sparks
6308 Blauer Lane
San Jose, CA 95135

M T.o nd < vk o
Ir. Leland Sparks
N7 N/ rAW3 -, ~ s o

40704 Robin Stz ee’L

Freemont, Calif.




UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
SCIENCE AND EDUCATION ADMINISTRATION

AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH
WESTERN REGION

RENEWABLE RESOURCE CENTER
UNIVERSITY OF NEVADA

920 Valley Road

Reno, Nevada 89512

February 14, 1979
Mrs. Helen Sparks

1816 Devonshire Rd.
Sacramento, CA 95825

Thank you very much for replying to my letter. I will go to the Tibrary
for the Life magazine. I was not aware of it before receiving your letter.

Later in the spring, I would like to visit you and examine the material

you have collected. I will phone first to make sure the date and time

is convenient for you. A research historian, Guy Rocha, with the Nevada
Historical Society is very interested in the later stage of Governor Sparks'
career and we trade information. We both will be very interested in the
information you have collected.

Enclosed is a draft chronology I have prepared for Governor Sparks. It

is to organize my thoughts and research activities and I have already
changed some dates since it was typed. If there is any items on the
chronology for which you would Tike more information, I have a file of the
related references.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

n /C) :
L™ «—// ¢ A/A%L L?
/,
Y/ :
h/'

James A. Young
Range Scientist

Enc. 1

cc: Guy Rocha
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Chronoloay

Peter
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John Sparks

Event

Skene Ogden bring Snake River Brigade-

fudson Bay Company through northeastern Nevada

John Work - Snake River

Joseph

+
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Toano
Cross

John S

Walker

Stephens
returns to found

-
later
Rancho
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e
areatc

Peter Haws establishes trading post near
Carlos Murray settles in

NV

Valley
Sparks

Crmawnbea
SPArkKsS

strays

~eo2
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First
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darove
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source

Bidwell
lifornia.
Valley. Party had boat

Lla 3

ll(.lr\ .

darives ot I[exas

Pacific reaches Cheyenne Wy.

Brigade
Walker of Bonneville Party

-Bartheson

Party - first overland emigrants
Leave wagons at Johnson Springs,
building tools to
"Great Basin"

parks born in Mississippi August 30th

- Chiles Emigrant Party

- Murphy - Townsent Party - Murphy

North Fork Ranch -

Grande
igrant route along Humboldt

Wells

Thousand Springs

- Both outlaws (?)

family moves to near Lampasas, Texas

starts in cattle business picking up

on Texas rangeland

Sparks captain Confederate Army -

mining booms

cattle north to Kansas
11 Texas cattle
north to feed crews, agency indians, and
ranges

ILfL Texas with crew of negro cowboy

ittle to Trout and Goose Creek, luaho.
year moved to Salmon Falls Creek. No
reference

Man named Armstrong well established from
Thousand Springs Valley to Winecup Field in
[daho Owned Winecup brand bought H-D from
Downing family

Central cific reaches Elko, Nevada




Date

1869

1870

1871

1872

1872-1882

107
8/

1874

187

1875

1877

1878

1879

1879 (at least)

Sparks age

26

26

28

28

29

29

29-39

29

30

31

™~

Event

Alvaro Evans reaches Elko with 1300 head of cattle
driven from Texas.

J.P. Moore arrived Elko with 800 head of cattle
from Texas by way of Fort Laramie

Bay State Company buys ranch on Lodgepole Creek
Nebraska from John Sparks

A.D. Norton & M.G. Robison establish small bunch
of cattle on Deep (or Rock) Creek Id.

David Shirk drove cattle from Wayahatchie Texas
to Bruneau Valley Id., wintered Duck Valley

A.J. "Barley" Harrell brought cattle to Goose
Creek mountains. Texas cattle brought from
Williamson County Texas by Snyder Brothers.
Winter on Snake River side. J.E. Bower, foreman

Sparks married Rachel Knight in Texas

A.J. Harrell developes Shoesole ranch in three
watersheds Humboldt, Snake, Great Salt Lake

Col. E.P. Hardesty brought Texas cattle to
Bishop Creek near Wells, Nevada

Elko county ranges considered fully stocked
Sparks joining Wyoming Stock Growers Association

A.H. Swan & Thomas Swan buy ranch on Chugwater
River Wyoming from Sparks

Started breeding purebred Herefords (?).

Al Blocker delivered cattle to Sparks ranch in
Wyoming

Sparks buys 12,000 acres, Yoauk, Texas ’

Rachel Knight Sparks dies - Sparks married
Nancy Elenor Knight

Sparks owns one half interest in Georgetown,
Williamson County Texas Bank. Bank finances
cotton crop - railroad reaches Georgetown.
Frequent trips to Wyoming.




Date Sparks age
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Sparks and Tinnin buy Armstrong ranch
Thousand Springs Valley NV

parks and Tinnin bought Harrells Shoesole

A vyl A - 4 . T . fOrCn NN | R
rancn Nevada and ldaho »950),000. Previously
} | ER R e o - ’ ’ ~\ >
bought Winecupe and H-D. (?)
4 2] -~

'a 1a trouble with fence cutters on
Texas Ranch

arks and Tinnin holdinas in Elko
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s and Tinnin buy W.F. McMillan estate
. 2 \

levada?) Elko County

A
|

lohn Clay buys 3000 steers from Sparks and
Tinnin,ZNevada ranch.

Central Pacific changes land policy - leases

000,000 acres Thousand Spring unit to Sparks

N "\ 4 'C AN .
~,", JIU LO [/O4\) ) COwW

Ne remodele <ctate-calact and
Nevada remodels state-select-land-law.

Y . . . - ~ 9 ’ - = /
Ranchers can buy state land $1.25/acre ($2.50
within RR checkerboard) 20% down 50 vears
ha lanec 23 J 2

) Dd |« e b¢/acre/vear

| I P . - L 1 1
Introduced Hereford and Shorthorn bulls -
L ~( nr 1 -
brand ) ,000 calves

ry to reduce cattle numbers realize range is
yverql zed
v

Cnay A Ts . fvram BN an W ~
>Parks and 1innin have trom 5f) to 90% winter

kill - many Elko county ranches qgo broke

| 2 . A v )
Arks, nnin and Andrew Harrell meet on
4 5 ( T . C 1 c 4 y 1
ottonwood Cr I« parks buys ou innin with
\w :* . 8 J ( 3‘ !

tart extensive water development program on
levada ranches to increase hay production

Sparks exhibited reqistered Herefords at




Date sparks age FOL __ Event e
1894 51 Sparks founded Alamo Stock farm
1894 51 Sparks purchases Herefords from C.H. Elmendorf

-—
O
o
on
D

Sparks still considered owner of Sparks -
Harrell. No date available for when Harrell
purchases Sparks interest in northeastern

Nevada
1896 53 Diamondfield Jack case - shooting of sheepmen
1897 54 Sparks decided to import Herefords from England
1899 No Bromus tectorum ETko County - Kennedy
1899 56 Sparks active in Texas Chautauqua Assembly
1899 56 Jane Wilson, Secretary of Agric., visits Alamo
Ranch
1899 56 Sparks Herefords brina highest prices at Great
National Kansas City
1900 57 Sparks sends Ed Morgan to England with $10,000
draft to buy Herefords
1900 57 Sparks pays record price for bull
1901 58 >parks complains his stock assessed to low in
Washoe County
1902 59 sparks President American Hereford Association
1902 59 Sparks elected governor
! J
1903 60 Sparks involved in Wedekind Mine Lost huge

amounts of money

1903 60 Newlands water project Fallon NV

1903 60 Sparks 400 registered Herefords at Alamo ;
1904 61 Sparks provides foundation stock for Cazier and
Son registered Herefords, Wells NV
1904 61 President Theodore Roosevelt visits Alamo Ranch
1904 61 Democratic candidate for U.S. Senate - badly
lefeated
1904 61 Sparks host party at his home Georgetown Texas
for Texas governor




Date Sparks age Event

1904 61 Andrew Harrell after buying out John Sparks (no
date) experiments with Russian steppegrass -

possibly Siberian wheatgrass.
1906 63 Sparks reelected governor

1906 63 National Forest Reserves established in Nevada

—_—
O
o
™
(._
(%)

Bromus tectorum introduced to Elko County

1907 64 Sparks calls for Federal troops to put down
labor troubles in Goldfield

1908 65 Sparks dies at home in Reno. Apparently bankrupt.

1907 - - Andrew Harrell dies August 1907

1908 Sparks land in Texas subdivided

1908 David Ecoles owns Sparks and Harrell

1909 Vineyard Land and Stock Company

|9-- Utah Construction buy out Vineyard

1911 W.H. Moffal buys Alamo Ranch home

19-- [rrigation projects start in southern Idaho

1917 U.C. starts feed yard at Twinfalls at Amalgamated
Sugar

192 - Nigger Henery Harris dies age 69 - came to Nevada
age 17 with first Sparks range. Year he died

would help establish when Sparks came to Nevada

1925 Nevada passes 3 mile limit in attempt to give
)rosessory interest to grazing on pulbic lands

934 President Roosevelt withdraws vacant land from
homesteading

1935 Grazing service established end of open range
1937 First experiments with crested wheatgrass in

Nay 1,13
Nevada

1945 Utah Construction sells. 01d Sparks ranches in
Northeastern Nevada subdivided
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United States Agricultural Mountain States Area 920 Valley Road
| Department of Research Reno, Nevada 89512
Agriculture Service

March 7, 1986

SUBJECT: Sparks Photographs

TO: Mr. and Mrs. Leland John Sparks
40704 Robin Street
Fremont, California 94538

Enclosed are the photographs Abbott sent along with an electrostatic copy for
identification and my comments. The comments are based on the collective opinions
of several knowledgeable individuals I had examine the prints. We found them
very interesting. Some of the ranch photographs are classic.

James A. Young
Range Scientist

Enclosures




#1 This is probably a haying camp, based on the vegetation. Juniper post suit must be
northeastern Nevada. There appears to be the outline of a lady on the rightside. May
have been a picnic stop at a haying camp.

#2 Sparks boys and pup. House? Not Alamo house. ¢ H4ecz< ' KT "‘rossrar

#3 The hotsprings at HD Ranch. Woven willow walls and willow-cottonwood thatch
roof.

##4 Henry Harris! Four horse team hooked to roundup chuck wagon. Note the bedrolls
in wagon. This is a great photograph.

#5 Building in background of photo #4. The door is propped open with a branding iron,
but the brand end is hidden. Henry Harris at right. Road or dutch plow is leaning against
a building. What are animal skins on roof? Note dirt roof on cabin. Who is the man
with a tie on the left. Note long quantlet gloves. Vertical logs in cabin.

#6 This must have been John Sparks special made vehicle. Note fancy spring arrange-
ment. Brakes! One hell of a goodlooking team. Driver a younger John Sparks.

#7. Lady? W& Dos'T Thivie IT /3 Thé Savé Lady A4S In A o
##8 Younger Harrell? Five dogs. Alamo Stock Farm?
##9 Elk cow and calf - Alamo Stock Farm.

#10 Two ladies and man. Great wicker chairs. Lady on left of his whip? L4py ow Lgprr—
Eos :

’ - y 2 | > 4 > -<
&Ly MAUD SeARKS

#11 Cook. Dog and cat. Indian, negro, oriental, or all three?
#12 Two cowboys in front of hutch rail. Show a lot of character. Northeastern Nevada.

Photograph must have been taken from same structure? Why hitch rail in middle of
nowhere? Snvevuinve 1

##13 Blurred photo of mean mutt.
#14 Jasper Harrell

#15 Pack and saddle horses in high mountains. Lodge pole and western white pine, so
has to be Sierra Nevada - high elevation.

#16 Snow field and Talus slope.

#17 Hereford steer.

#18 Hereford steer with redneck - brand?
#19 Barn at Alamo Stock Farm.

#20 Old farm house - not Alamo Stock Farm, picket fence.

#21 Very short or humpbacked old timer on very large horse in snow. Poor quality,
but great photo. | cey Groesa G raat d "

L & - y y / . YL /-

/




#22 Sparks and other children? < — fre .

,1‘, : ;.;/,’ 4 gy F 1/‘ ‘7 !
om k| (GAC sTraw HAYES Gunr MAUD Spaces (14¢

/

#23 Buggy with flag attached. Different vehicle from #6. Not Alamo Stock Farm.
#24 Small boy with hat? HANMOCKc /& BackGROULD

#25 Baby on porch of weathered house?

#26 Different view of barn at Alamo Stock Farm.

#27 Children?

##28 Same boy as {#24.

#29 Hot spring at HD Ranch.

#30 Buggy and surrey in front of board barn.

#31 Durham cow along river. Salt grass on river bank. Trees do not look like cottonwood.

Texas?

##32 Same rig as #6.

#33 Very dark photo of old house with front porch and end fire place. Texas?
#34 Old two story house?

#35 Lady and boy - hot springs HD Ranch.

#36 Tall boy and mutt. Note beef killing windlass in background.
#37 School children?

##38 Raccoon.

#39 Baling fence and haystack?

#40 Couple on large timber above stream; note boots on lady.
##41 Hereford steer.

#42 Boy bareback on large horse. Hills indicate northeastern Nevada.

#43 Back of two story house. =/™/cA® > WHKAT T Rémen Sce OF The G5

#44 Lady in massive chair.
#45 Horse born at Alamo Stock Farm.

#46 Old log cabin with dirt roof. Interesting wagon in background.

{#47 Boy with massive, mean dog.

[ Frmas s PALPLLE N4 £ <
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February 9, 2005

Dear Leland:

I can't imagine anything tougher than what you told me about
your kids. I'm not familiar with the disease you tell me
about, but what a difficult time for all of you.

I will be going up to see Dr. DeWitt in March, and will find
out if he spent some time at your college in Fremont. And
yes, what a coincidence that would be.

Over the years of knowing you, Leland, I have seen the
characteristics that you and I have recognized in the Sparks
family over the years. We come from a family of honest, hard
working, and dedicated people, and although they have
scattered far and wide in the U.S., I have often been
inspired by the kind of people they are and the lives they
lead.

I'1l get back to you after I see Dr. DeWitt.

Best wishes,

AS/1bl | mﬂw :;

Mr. Leland J. Sparks
6308 Blauer Lane
San Jose, CA 95135
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SUITE 2050, Da

January 14, 2005

Dear Leland:

We appreciated your Joyous Merry Christmas card. It had a
special touch in that it appeared to be "Sparks-made."

Lee, I have talked with a half-dozen prospective authors for
a book on your grandfather's life, and have talked to several
successful people, but haven't found one that wants to tackle
the prospect to my satisfaction.

So I have decided to move my entire collection, which
constitutes about 43 1lineal feet of catalogued data and
notebooks, to the Western History Collections at the
University of Oklahoma, which has become one of the nation's
premier university 1library historical collections on the
Great Plains, American Southwest and Far West. There are
only a handful of distinguished university libraries focusing
on the American West, of which this is one. The Director is
Donald L. DeWitt, and he has expressed sincere and continued
interest in this work on John Sparks.

There is a bust of John Sparks in the Cowboy Hall of Fame in
Oklahoma City, but with it no indication of how it got there.

I have not been overly impressed with the quality level of
the two editions printed by the University of Nevada, but
"Cattle in the Cold Desert" continues as a textbook in a
dozen universities.

I'm not as satisfied as I would like to be with this final
resolution, but at 85 think it's best that I do something
with it before it's taken out of my hands. If you have any
further suggestions, or wish to refer the collection to other
parties interested in your grandfather, please feel free to
do so.

All best wishes for the New Year,

i mﬁ?

AS/1bl
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1600 PACIFIC AVE., SUITE 2050, DALLAS, TEXAS 75201

September 28, 2004

Mr. Leland John Sparks
6308 Blauer Lane
San Jose, CA 95135

Dear Leland:

Some time ago I think I told you that there is a gentleman in
Nevada who is doing a great job of extending and enhancing
Nevada's memories of your Grandfather John. Some years ago I
visited him and his lovely wife where they have a home set
against the mountains around Gardnerville, Nevada. Michael
Fisher has done at least as much research, and possibly more
with it, than I have done regarding '"Uncle John."

I will enclose a couple articles that will tell you more
about Dr. Fisher's endeavors in behalf of Governor John
Sparks in the State of Nevada. Michael's research has
discovered different things than mine, and the work he is
doing in his depiction of John's life has been presented over
the years to many audiences in Nevada.

I have told Michael about some of the material you have on
your Grandfather in the possibility that he might call you
with some questions or come and see the material you have.
He is a guy with an impressive track record whose efforts, I
think, have honored your Grandad, and I would hope you would
lend him a hand in his research when and if he contacts you.

RUTpR—. . - — S —————————— ~
— e SR SN \

Although I bought 20 copies of the original hardback printing
of "Cattle in the Cold Desert," I wish I had bought another
50, as it is selling for well over $100 when it is available
from rare book collectors. The two additional printings by
Utah State and Nevada are not as nice or complete, but are
still being used as a text by a number of universities.

At 84 I am still working a couple days a week, but slowing
down faster than I am picking up speed. I hope this letter
finds you and Shirley well and happy in all respects, and
that we can get together one of these days. I have had two
grandsons graduate from Stanford, but they are now pursuing
their lives - one in Nashville and the other all over the
country.

Warm best wishes,

st




P.S. I may have sent you the attached, but thought you would

like to know a little more about your distant cousin.

Dr. Michael Fisher
.0. Box 700
Minden, NV 89423
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P.O. Box 50089, DALLAS, TEXAS 75250

April 11, 2001

Mr. L. J. Sparks
6308 Blauer Ln.
San Jose CA 95135

Dear Leland:

Thanks so much for your interesting set of data from the turn
of the century on John and some of his adventures. I didn't
know that "Armour Rose'" proved to be barren, but some of his
gold mine stocks were just about the same, huh? Boy, he was a
real big-time spender and swinger in investment terms, as well
as competitive. Example, the $2500 for Armour Rose, where he
out-bid Mr. Rockefeller.

I have the feeling had John devoted his 1life to any one
thing -- whether rancher, breeder, politician, developer,
whatever -—- he could have '"cleaned the table,'" but he saw each
different direction as a new challenge.

I'm sure you're right about the room number, from looking at
the envelope, and as 1 remember, their men's bar 1is named
something like "Bull & Bear," and they put a full bottle of
whatever your liquor is on the table when you have lunch. His
kind of place, huh?

It's too bad he didn't stay in ranching, in which case you'd
own a small county in Nevada.

Lee, I've forgotten if you told me where John's rifle is, or
whether you even know. What was the '"name'" he had carved in

the stock? Do you have a photograph 3T the rifle or him with
it, by any chance? Appreciate any thoughts you have on those
items.

All the best,

AS/1bl /q ﬁ /?{777L
/ f
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P.O. BOX 50089, DALLAS, TEXAS 75250

May 15, 2001

Mr. Leland J. Sparks
6308 Blauer Ln.
San Jose, CA 95135

Hey Lee:

You are something else for saving, accumulating, copying, and
sending all this historic data! 1I'm with you; one could sit
down for two days to decipher and interpret all these
relationships.

I have seen the name Frank Hubbs somewhere, and will hope I can
recover 1it, but was especially interested to see that Henry
Harris was one of the witnesses to that gold and silver pistol.
And like you, I wonder where that is, but I also wonder if A.
J. Harrell delivered it, as this was in the late and somewhat
hectic period of your grandad's life. I have never tried to
contact any of the Harrell descendents but that could be
interesting.

I'm a 1little "put out" with the University of Nevada's
Publication Department, as every exchange I've had with them
has been very, very slow. Dr. Young and I felt we should get
our responsibilities out of the way with regard to the reprint
of "Cattle in the Cold Desert," before proceeding to the other
book. But the Publishing Department powers that be seem to be
out more than they are in, with on-going delays. As I think
you know, this would be the third printing of "Cattle," but at
this pace, I1'll be surprised if it's out by next spring. I am
concerned enough that I may have to go by Reno to make sure 1
understand the situation before diving into the very large task
regarding John Sparks.

Wish we could sit down and visit about some of this material,
and that opportunity might present at some point. Keep up the
good work.

All best wishes,

Vs
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7528 BAXTERSHIRE ® DALLAS, TEXAS 75230

May 26, 1987

Dear Leland:

This is something I've been trying to think to ask you for some
time, and it goes back to a number of the Sparks photographs I
saw with you and Pat =-- in the "antique mystery pile file"!

It has to do with the husband of John Sparks' daughter, Madge.
As I recall, she lived at Pebble Beach, and her husband's name
was MacKenzie, and he was from England.

Please note the attached pages from a recent issue of The New Yorker,
which credits one Alister MacKenzie with the golf course design of
Pebble Beach in California, and also the quite famous Augusta
National Golf Club in Atlanta.

Is there anything you can tell me about whether the Alister

MacKenzie mentioned in this article was imdesd John's daughter's
husband? And if so, I wonder if you would be so kind as to send

me the pictures of him that I recall we found in the material, I
would have them copied and send them to a friend of mine who axe
members of the Augusta National.

And though I am not sure what he had to do with Pebble Beach, I
would imagine that was what brought him there, and I have seen his
name mentioned in connection with Pebble Beach.

Hope things are going well with you and Pat, and would be very
interested to hear your thoughts on the question. Best wishes

to you all for a pleasant summer.

Sincerely,

F*.S,/lbl
cc: Mary Matthews
Mr. Leland Sparks

40704 Robin Street
Freemont, Calif. 94538
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Always glad to hear from you, and will hope we have another chance
to get together before long. Give my warm best regards to Patty.
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7528 BAXTERSHIRE » DALLAS, TEXAS 75230

September 16

Dear Leland:

What a nice letter from you, describing your trip -- and wha

big trip it was!

We've been out of town a month -- went to our house in Arizo
little golf and a little mountain fishing and picnicking, and
worked out very well. We've just been back a couple of days
are scrambling to get all the bases covered, Ryan back in sc

the mail answered, etc., etc. =-- you know the routine!

On this trip I ran across the enclosed article talking about
MacKenzie, and it also showed his picture. This was the one
was somewhat mindful of the MacKenzie picture you had in tha
bag of old Sparks family items.

So before giving up on the possibility, I wanted to have you
at his picture, take a look at this article, and make sure t

was not the guy who married your Aunt Maude!

Interestingly enough, the guy who wrote the article, Rob Sal

is the son of a friend of mine.

The fact that the Maude's MacKenzie was an engineer and was

Scotland, and was in the northern California area when all t

happening is the part that made me tenacious about it.
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Do take a look and shoot the article back to me in the enclosed

envelope, as it belongs to a friend who has a collection.
I'm hoping to get back out your northern California way one
days, and will sure tag up with you and Patty. Hope things

joing well with you and & your youngsters.,

Best from all of us
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