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LAST PARAGRAPH OF THE ANNUAL REPORT FOR THE YEAR 1908-
1909, AGRICULTURAL EXPERIMENT STATION, UNIVERSITY OF
NEVADA.

Tt is the ambition of the department to lay the foundations
for the extensive study of the snow, which is now finding its
incentive in the reclamstion work now claiming the public attention.
The scientific aspect of the problem is naturally its most attractive
feature, yet its practical application is immediate. The knowledge
of the exact relationship of the forest cover to the snow will be
t{nvaluable to the Foresiry Department in so conserving forests and
thinning them as to provide the largest possible conservation of
the snow. It will also aid the forecaster by more fully appreciating
the nature of the snow and its environment to predict floods and
to estimate the summer run-off. An example of this kind is furnished
by the Lake Tahoe basin itself, where careful estimate of the e
tendency to flooding must be made, in order to dam the leke to
its meximum height without exposing the shores to sudden inundation
by freshets from the watershed. By carefully determining the
snow content of the various districts of the watershed and the
tendency of each to lose its snow under climatic influence, such
knowledge of the run-off can be acquired as to predict the result

to the lake level within close limits, and a similar study of other

watersheds would give the forecaster similar mastery of prediction

there. In this way the csuse of agriculture under irrigation

can be materially advanced.
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