Maria Avila, who is using an alias for this interview, came from Mexico in 2005 when she was 20. She is from Tacambara, Michoacan. She has children who were born here.  At the time of the interview, Maria was about 36 years old and still undocumented.

In her interview, Maria explains that she came to the U.S. with her partner who had a place to stay in the U.S. and paid for everything. She is no longer with him. It was very hard to leave Mexico and all she knew. She found the culture was so different here, even the food. 

Maria says she always lives in fear here because of her undocumented status. She does not speak good English but understands a little. She wanted to attend school to learn English but does not have the time because of her job and her children. She feels there is a lot of racism towards her and senses this even without fluent English. She senses people looking at her and asking why she is here and thinking she should go back home. It makes her angry but she 'distances' herself and says nothing because she is 'on the losing side' and is worried about the consequences if she becomes angry. She senses people at work think her work does not count. She feels it from other drivers when she is driving. People look at her and her family like they are different and she is always afraid. 
What makes Maria most afraid is the possibility of the police stopping her, asking for her documents and then reporting her to immigration. She has no family here; nobody who could look after her children. Her children were born here so they are safe from deportation. She acknowledges that despite her difficulties her children's future is here and they can study and get better jobs than she has had. 

Maria explains that it is difficult to work here without documentation. It means the pay is poor and there is no health insurance. Medical attention is expensive with no insurance. Undocumented immigrants need more rights and health coverage. It was very difficult during the pandemic. She lost her job and got behind on her rent. She was worried about eviction although her landlord told her to pay when she could. She now has a job but worries about leaving her kids at home. She was worried about getting COVID and giving it to her kids. At the time of the interview, her kids had school in person and then online school on alternating days. The internet at home was often down and they got behind with schoolwork. They decided it was better to go to school alternate days rather than stay at home all the time despite the risk of COVID. She is hopeful things will get better with the vaccine. 
She always feels insecure and fearful; she can't be like other people. She has not tried to apply for residency because she would have to state her address and then the authorities would know where she is. This makes her afraid.  She is hopeful about President Biden, and thinks he has good policies.
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