Maria Camarena, who is using an alias for this interview, came from a small town near Leon in the Guanajuato province of Mexico. She came to the US when she was 20 in 2007.  At the time of the interview she was approximately 34 years old and still undocumented.

In her interview, she shared that in Mexico her family was in ranching and she helped her father with the cows. Life was tranquil and the people kind. All the people nearby were farmers. They also made sandals as shoes are made in Leon. She explains she was brought to the U.S. by her husband who paid a lot for them to come  - to 'pass' – as they were undocumented. It was very hard and they spent three days in the desert and on the second day they had no more food. She came first to Denver but then divorced and came to Kings Beach at Tahoe where her sister lived. Four years ago (in about 2017), she moved down to Reno because the rents were cheaper here.

She explained it was very hard coming here because she does not speak English and did not know where to get help. They came with nothing. She did not know how to do such things as use a laundromat or operate a washing machine. Later she found out about agencies like the Food Bank and Women and Children’s Center of the Sierra (WACCS) and finds these agencies very helpful. She would like to go back to Mexico but she has three children, two of whom have foot problems that they were born with and need medical help. She is not sure they can be helped but will stay until they are better.  Her sisters got married in Mexico and her father died but she could not go back and this made her very sad. She gets child support from her ex-husband but he doesn't always pay and makes excuses. She gets food stamps and Medicaid and could not manage without the medical help because she has to travel to Sacramento frequently for medical help for her children. She explains, it is hard to be divorced with three children in Nevada, but she does like Nevada and says the people are nice and help her.

The most difficult thing is getting work because she has no Social Security Number and is undocumented. She applied for one job and they were going to e-verify her but she was afraid she would be checked. She wishes there were more bilingual schools here. There are only two with limited space. She wants her children to know Spanish as well as English and it would be easier for her too if the teachers understood her. She has not taken English classes, she did not know where to go and is working while taking care of the three children. The interviewer suggested online classes to her.

She has a job in the afternoons and looks after her kids. She doesn't earn much and would like a better job. The rents are going up and Reno is now as expensive as Kings Beach. She also makes floral arrangements and cooks and sells flan. She would like to have her own shop but cannot because she is undocumented. She says it is a constant fight but she will persevere. She encounters discrimination sometimes from Americans but also from other Mexicans who are documented and ask her why she came without papers and tell her she should go home. She sees this a double discrimination. She is afraid of being stopped by the police and being deported and separated from her children.

She feels that people like her should be given a work permit 'or something' because they have been in the US a long time, pay taxes and contribute to society. She would like to tell legislators this and that they should be treated equally, that they are still people and just because they do not have papers they are not worth less.
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