José Chavez, who is using an alias for this interview, came from the city of Guanajuato in Mexico in the 1990s when he was 14.  At the time of the interview, he was in his forties and a naturalized U.S. citizen. 
In his interview, José shared details about his family, his immigration to the U.S., early employment here, and then immigration of other family members to the U.S.  He explains his father died when he was five years old and it was very hard for his mother to take care of nine children alone in Mexico. José persuaded his mother to let him go to the US so he could send money back to help her. He knew it would be hard. He traveled with a man the family knew. It took two days to cross over without documentation. He had a sister in Phoenix, and she came and picked him up. He lived with her and her husband and babysat her children because he was afraid to go out. He got a part time job in a restaurant washing dishes. He was befriended by an American who found someone to teach him basic English. Later when he was 18 he worked in a ski resort full time in the kitchen but was badly bullied. When he was 19 he had a daughter. When he was 21 a sister in Mexico died and he went back to Mexico and then brought his mother back with him (without either of them having documentation). Gradually his siblings came. 
He shared that he is gay and also identifies as transgender. He was raped as an adolescent in Mexico by a cousin and was traumatized by this and unable to tell anyone. He eventually saved for and bought a car, later had an accident and had to go to court. The judge sent him to a psychologist and she helped him talk about the rape, and he was later able to tell his mother and sister about this. He has a husband now and is happy for the most part. He obtained a U-visa eventually as his papers had always been in order. He is now a citizen.

He explained how hard it was to come to the U.S. and to feel always afraid of being picked up by the police. He spent his early years here not going out much and trying to stay hidden. He feels he suffered a lot and this has marked him. He feels he missed a lot because his English was poor and he was always working. He would have liked to be a fashion designer and feels he has talent. He knows he could study and it is not too late. His husband encourages him.

He was very bullied in his work, especially at the ski resort and his boss would not believe him. He was bullied for his poor English and also because he was gay. They were very unkind. He feels people are ignorant and uneducated who behave like this. He says there is discrimination against the undocumented in the U.S. and that people do not recognize that they are human and have feelings too.

He was asked about being transgender and undocumented. He said it was hard but is easier now as people are more open about transgender people.

One of the most difficult problems is not being able to get health insurance. It makes it hard to go to the doctor because he is afraid of the bills. The doctors and nurses sometimes discriminate against  undocumented people and do not respect them.

He is very happy he has a daughter and that he is now a citizen. He feels he respects people and so people tend to respect him too. He feels he has fought hard. He would tell others to come to the US if their heart tells them to, even if they are gay or transgender.
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