





























their education in gambling

change in your basic outlook than if you
hadn’t worked there.”

How good is the money? With both
of them working weekends, Larry and
Linda make about $100 a week. When
they work full time, it’s over $200,
Other students hold positions of authority
and make much more. Would-be teach-
ers wonder if they can afford tograduate.

But most student employees are going
to school specifically to get a degree, a
new job, and a secure future.

Money loses some of its meaning after
handling it for four years like a car-
penter handles nails. You push it out,
you drag it in; you see the big winners,
the big losers; money is a product.

The students say casino work can be
repetitious and monotonous; it’s not the
kind of thing you have to take home with
you. There is often a feeling of wanting
to do something more meaningful or
worthwhile., Most of the students say going
to school helps satisfy that feeling. But
a lot of students like the work and stay
on after graduation.

Phil Widell is a bartender in the main
casino at Harrah’s, He graduated from
Nevada in 1968 with a degree in wild-
life biology., There’s not much demand
in that field in Reno so he’s waiting
for a reply from the Civil Service.
He may go back to school for a master’s
degree.

““I spent the first several months
here staying away from the casinos
because my wife wanted me to,”’ he
sayd. ‘“We almost starved to death.
I worked in several gas stations and
tried selling life insurance,’’

Phil saw an ad in the paper and
went to Harrah’s personnel office. They
gave him his choice of jobs. He worked
as a bar boy for five months and was
promoted to bartender, while still in
school,

““We were able to eat a lot better and
make ends meet,’”” he says. ¢‘“And the
club was very considerate. I was com-
pletely honest with them, told them I
was going to school and could only work
certain shifts, They were very help-
ful.

“Even when exams came up and I
was working five or six days, I'd ask
for a day or two off and it was given
to me, Then, too, if I wanted to work
more because I was a little short, they’d
schedule me for an extra shift,”’

Glen Black is a public relations rep-
resentative for the same club. He
went to school to study psychology, got
interested in management, worked at
Harrah’s to get his degree, and has
now been in the gaming industry eight
years,

‘A college degree gives me theneces-
sary confidence in my own ability that
will be an asset the rest of my life,”
he says. ‘A college degree commands
a certain amount of respect.” To get

Nevada students Fred

Jacobs, Harrah’s cashier
shift supervisor,

and head cashier

Mike Mitchell spend

working hours counting

money instead of credits

it, he worked full time and took as
many college credits each semester as
he could. He’s married, has two child-
ren, and graduated in 1967. He is 30
years old. :

Glen says the pay is better here
than in other college towns. He grad-
uated from a junior college in Idaho,
where he worked as a policeman, six
days a week, for $250 a month,

Out-of-state students readily agree.
One student says he came to Reno sev-
eral years ago to school, He went
to work in a casinc, made good money
and liked the job, but almost lost his
incentive to graduate. Now he is mar-
ried and back in school,

‘“Marriage and responsibilities change
your attitude. I want to teach, or at
least try it, but there’s no big push,
Because of my job I have amore leisure-
ly approach. It would be different if I
didn’t like the job, but I do.”” And
teaching would require a drop ia pay,
unless he taught in Reno and worked in
the club during the summer, A number
of teachers do just that.

He feels working around gambling is
not an issue to students here, ¢“The key
to the uniqueness is simply that this
is a 24-hour community, Jobs are avail-
able for students athours they canwork,”’
To him, and to others, dealing is just
a job,

John Green spent eight years in the
Navy before coming here to go to school.
He and his wife, Sharon, have four
children,

John deals craps and “21*, ¢‘At
first it was sort of an exciting affair,
with a tinge of the underworld perhaps,
but after awhile it became like chopping
down a tree. You don’t think about
handling the money; it has no meaning,
they’re just plastic chips. You do a
job for pay.”

He doesn’t have any qualms about the
job, either. ¢My sense of morality got
knocked about long before I came here,”
he says, “It’s legal and people come
here with the idea they can lose. They
aren’t misdirected. - A CPA doesn’t
make it any more honestly than I do.’’

A family man lives in three different
worlds:  school, work, and home, To
John, it’s something you adjust to. His
wife works as a secretary, She en-
courages him and keeps his morale
up. By going to school year-round he
will get a degree in chemistry in Sep-
tember, He wants a master’s degree
in biochemistry. )

Mike and Irena Wallace are both deal-
ers, They go to work together, go to
school together. Last winter they took
six months off and toured Europe, They
went to school for awhile in Germany.
Now both are freshmen at Nevada, Mike
plans to teach; Irena “‘enjoys learning.”

Mike estimates ten per cent of the
people he works with are students. He

likes the job, the hours, and the money:
“It’s not a job you have to carry home
with you,” he says. Often it is the
other way around; many students carry
school work with them, Casino work-
ers get enough breaks to get in up to
90 minutes worth of studying in an
eight hour shift.

A look in the employees lounge after
dark some night might reveal what ap-
pears to be the downtown branch of the
school library.

John Maniscalco is an enterprising
young man of 3l. He left New Jersey
four years ago after selling his res-
taurant in Garwood, near Newark, and

‘came to Reno to go to school,

He attended Rutgers University for a
year, and has spent three years at Ne-
vada, In between classes and work
as an assistant maitre d’ in the Head-
liner Room at Harrah’s, John found
time to establish a business. He is
half-owner in a gun repair shop.

Guns are his hobby and he enjoys
fishing.  *“The great outdoors,” dis-
covered on a series of vacations to the
area, lured him from the east.

John is a junior in journalism with
“no specific plans, I hope to apply it
at Harrah’s somewhere, I'm quite com-
fortable there,”’

‘‘Gaming,’”” he said, ‘‘is an aside, a
benefit to those who survive from it,
There are lots of other activities here;
skiing, hunting, fishing ., .”

Out of 60 employes under his super-
vision in the show room, John estimates
a dozen are students., That’s 20 per
cent, In the summer, the ratio jumps

to 25 per cent. ‘“We bend over back-
wards to fit our schedules with theirs,””
he says. With him, it’s different, He is
required to be on hand. But he was
aware of that when he took the job, He
carries 10 to 12 credits a semester.

The list goes on and on. Steve Peek
is a 23 year old graduate student in
political science, He deals craps on
weekends, During the week he’s a
teaching assistant in the department.

Lance Van Lydegraf works in the slot
department at Harrah’s, He is a stu-
dent senator and was active in the stu-
dent government revamping which oc-
curred this semester.

Greg Corn used to write keno, He
served as vice president of the Union
Board at Nevada and is now in Wash-
ington, D.C,, working for U,S, Sen. How-
ard Cannon. A political science major,
he was chosen by the department to
represent the school as a legislative in-
tern in the nation’s capital,

Judy Denton is young, pretty, and single.
She is typical of a hundred men and wo-
men who have contributed to the changing
image of the gaming industry., She works
full time, goes to school every other day,
and sleeps on her days off. She doesn’t
have time for many college activities,
but spends her summers “bicycling,
swimming, and resting up for the next
winter,””  She majors in English and
wants to teach,

What'’s it like to be a casino worker?
Are there any qualms? *‘No,” she says,
“I don’t gamble. My idea of the whole
thing is really basic, It's a job.”

Steve Croan doubles as a casino security guard
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